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TO THE MOST HIGH A 

MIGHTIE MONARCH TAMES, BY 
THE GRACE OF GOD, KING OF GREAT © 

BRITTAINE, FRANCE, AND IRE- 


LAND, DEFENDOROF THE- 
| FAITH, 


SY 


Moft Dread and Gratious Soucraigue, 


DPFR2FrIASy He ſlatcof Monarchie muſt needs be the 
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- 
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EF | Supreameſt ching vnder the Cope of Hea- 


ES ven, when'Kings are notonely Gods 


JW 


Pe F Licutenants vponearth, and ſit ypon his 
PZ; throne ; butallo arcicalled rods, by God 
WSN EPL  himſelfe, im regard:of their'Tranſcendent 
ENOTS 2 PrebeminencerandÞPrerogatines,whereby 

| * they maintain Religionand /Ar ali 2 

are the onely true ſupporters and. tundamentall ſtayes of all 
| Kingdomes and Common-weales, ſo' naturally vnited and 
conjoyned, that where both of them are nor, properly there 
can be neither. Theſe high eArrributes caule ther Lawesto 
be facred,and conſequently religioullytobe obſerued ; wher- 
by Fiftice is adminiſtred, which'1s Diſiributine and (ommuta- 
tive, The Commutatine part includeth T rafficke, whichisthe 
ſole peaceable inſtrumentto inrich Kingdomes and Com- 
mon-weales, by the meanes of Equalitie and Equitie, perfor- 
med eſpecially by the Law- Merchant, by reaſon of herſtabi- 
litie. Foralbeir that che gouernment of the ſaid Kingdomies 
and Common-weales doth differ one from another: r In the 
making of Lawes & Ordinances for their own gouernment z 
2 Inthe making of War, Peace, or Truce with forreine nati- 
ons ; 3 In the prouiding of money within theraſelues fortheir 
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ſafegard and defence: 4 Inthe election of chiefe Officers and 
Magiſtrates :and 5 In the maner of the adminiſtration of I:- 
ſlice, wherein many mutationsare incident, yetthe Law-mer- 
chant hach alwaies bin found ſemper eadem,thatis, conſtantand 
permanent without abrogation,according to the moſt ancient 
cuſtoms,concurring with the Law of nations in all countries. 
Great reucrence 1s due yato Lawes at all times, and hath bin in 
all ages. S9lon cauſedthe Athenians to ſweare to the obſerua- 
tion of his J_awes during the time of an hundred yeares, Li-. 
cargus did embrace a voluntarie perperuall Exile, to haue his 
lawes obſerued by the Lacedemonians ynrtill his return, inten- 
ding neuer to return: and the Romans did ſufftertheir old law 
of 'Twelue Tables, thongh vniuſtin many points,to decay by 
little and little, rather than to make a {ſudden alteration of it, 
tending to the contempt of JLawes. Greater reverence then is 
due tothe Law-Merchant,which hath prooued alwaies firme 
and inviolable, - : + Fn | | 
Wiſe men haue 0bſerued thathappy are thoſe Common- 
Weeales which are gouerned by Philoſophers ;happtier is that 
King who can wiſely gouerne them ; butmoſt happy 1s your 
Majeſtic,in whom true Philoſophy doth reigne and proſper, 
as Vines doe in eminent places, by an ineſtimable treaſure of 
an obſeruing, diſcerning, and applying Princely judgement, 
 gouerning your kingdoms and dominions The As”, o6220Gh 
whereof,accompanied with my bounden duty, hath embold- 
ned mee of late to dedicate vnto your ſacred Majeſtic alitcle 
creatiſe intituled, T he maintenance of Free trade,wherein men- 
tionis made of this Yolume,which likewile is to be preſentedto 
your Highneſle : for it befalleth vnto meas it did tothe Philo- 
ſopher,who by progreſſion in wiſedome endeauouring to at- 
tan to the perfection of knowledge,did perceiue that the nee- 
rerapproching thereunto ſeemed to him to be furtheſt off. So 
 myendeauors,ſtriuing to deſerue ſome thingsat your Royall 
hands,ſfeem vnto me tomeritleaſt of all. But being confident 
of your moſt gratious benignitie and ſuperexceeding grace, I 
_ dooffervnts your moſt radial eyes this Law-CM e9ath 
eſcri- 
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deſcribzdaccording to the three eſlential parts of traffick, with - 
the means whereby the wealth of your Majeſties kingdomes 
and dominions may be encreaſed and preſerued, which being - 
done by juſt and politique courſes, may properly be called the 


<—— 


Preheminent ſtudy of Princes, grounded by Commutatio Ne- 
gotiativa,vpon the rule of Equality and Equity,as aforeſaid,ob- 
ſerued by your high wiſedome,vpon thepredominant part of 
Trade,which is the myſterie of Exchange for Monies betweene 
vs and forrein Nations, wherein your Highnefſe doth ſurpas 
allthe Treatiſes and Conferences had by your Noble Ance- 
ſtors and Predeceſſors Kings, with other Princes and States. 
If your moſt Excellent Majeſtie therefore ſhall bee pleaſed 
(from the Zodiaque of your gratious aſpect) to caſt ſome re- - 
fleting beams vpon the plaun ſuperficiesof this Law-eMer- 
chant, every little ſparke therein will become a flame, and all 
Merchants and others ſhall beinabled to draw (by the Dia- 
meter of it) Meridian lines of your Royall fauour, without 
which this Booke may be compared to a Sun Dyall,which is 
no longer {eruiceable than whilſt the Sun beames do illumi- 
nate the ſame: In hope of which ſuperaboundant fauor I doe 
apoſtrophate this Epiſtle, but do multiply my ardent prayers 
for your Maieſties moſt happy reign long to endure ouer vs, 
to Gods glory and our comforts. 


_ 
Your Majeſties moſt lojall 
and obedient SubjeFt, 


Gzxard Marines. 
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To the courteous R t av ex. 


SG238 Hat famous Philoſopher Zenophon extoll-ng the Per fian Lawes, 
p reſtified, That their Citiſens from their infancie were educated 
©? and taught not t0 attempt, or almost to imagine any thing but ho- 
"LF" neSt andivſt. Which was the cauſe ( as Gellius reporteth) that 
AD) LS), Draco 4 Citiſen of Athens, made their Lawes ſoſtrift and ſeucre, 
PLEA. that it was ſaid they were written with bloud, and not with inke. 
hereas on the other fide the Law made: by Solon was compared to a Spiders web, 
which akeththe leſſer flies,and ſuffers thegreater to eſcape and to breake the ſame.So 
phat every extreme being vitious,Reaſon requireth & laW not $00 cruell in ber frowns, 
nor too partiall in her fauors.. Neither of theſe defetts are incident to the Law-Mer- 
chant, becauſetb? ſame doth properly confi of the cuStom of Merchants in the courſe 
of traffique,ands approned by all Nations,according to the definition of CiceroNe- 
ra Lex eſt rea Ratio, Natura congruens, diftuſa iromnes; Conſtans ſempi- 
terna.: True Law 5 4 right reaſon of Nature, agreeing therewith in all points, diffu= 
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ſed and ſpread in all Nations, confiſting perpetually, whereby Meum and Tuum 7s 


diStinguiſhed and diſtributed by Number, Weight,qnd Meaſure,which ſhall be made 
apparant. For the maintenance of Trafftque.:and Commerce is ſo pleaſant,amiable and 
acceptable ronto all Princes and Potentates,that Kingshaue been and at this day are 
of the ſocietie of Merchants : And many times norwithſtanding their particular.diffe- 
rences and quarrels,they do neuerpheleſie agree in this courſe of Trade, becauſe Riches 
5s the bright ſtar ,whoſe hight Traffique takes to direft it ſelfe by, whereby Kingdomes 


| and Commonrweales do flouriſh,merchants being the means and inſtruments to perform 


the ſame, to the gloryilluStration,and benefit of their Monarchies and States. Que$ti- 
onleſſe therefore the ſtate of a Merchant is of great dignitie aud to be cheriſhed ; for by 
them countries are diſconered, familtaritic between Nations is procured, and politique 
experience is attnined. Whereupon I haue bin moued, by long obſeruation, to put the 
worthines of the Quitomary Law of Merchants, in plain and compendious writing, 
by pndoubted principles, familiar examples, and demonſtratiue reaſons, without affe- 
Fration of curious words more than the grauity of the Theme in ſome places did require. 
I baueintituled the book according tothe antient name of Lex Mercatoria,t# not 
 Ius Mercarorum ; becauſe it is acuſtomary Lay , approoued by the authority of all 
Kingdomes and Commonryealths, and not a Lay e$tabliſhed by the ſoueraignty of any 
Prince either in the fir ſt foundation,or by continuance of Time. And beginning with 
Time,Number, Weight,and Mealure, I do deſcend to the three eſſentiall pargs of 
Traffick,auided into three parts aceordingly, by comparing them to the Body,Soule, 


and 


To Tar Rravtsx. 3 


and Spirit of Commerce, namely, Commodities,Money,and Ex change for money 
by Bills of Bxchanges,The firſ#,as the Body , wvpheld the world by Commutation and 
Bartring of Commodities, vntill money was deuiſed to be coined, The ſecond, as the 
Soulein the body, did infuſe life to Traffique,by the meanes of Equaliticand Equitie, 
preuenting aduantage berweene Buyers and Sellers. The third,as the Spirit and facul- 
tie of the Soule(being ſeated enery where )corroborateth the vitall Sptrit of Traffick, 
direfling and controlling by iu8t proportions the prices and values of Commodities and 
Monies. For euen as Merchants are the inſtrumentall cauſe of Trade,euen ſo is the ex 
change for monies the efficient cauſe with os, inthe courſe of Traffique, and become 
predominant or ouer-ruling the price of Commodities and monies,as aforeſaid. This is 
manifeſted by three Paradoxes,alluding to the ſaid three eſſential parts of Commerce, 
which for a Corollarie T haue added inthe later end of this Book, with ſuch other wor- 
thy obſeruations as in the firſt Chapter are declared. And euen as the roundneſſe of the 
Globe of the world is compoſed of the Earth and Waters ; ſo the body of Lex Merca- 
coria made and framed of the Merchants Cultomes,and the Sea-Lawes, which are 
involved together as the ſeas and earth. Inthe deſcription whereof } haue -oſed to 
make repetition of the mater1all points,according as occafion did miniſter ronto me for 
to make application thereof, for the better vuderStanding of the juditions Reader, be- 
ing the main ſcope that all Writers are to regard and care for. The means whereby the - 
differences and controuerfies hapning between Merchants in the courſe of Trade are 
ended,js alſo declared,which moſt of all require brevitie and expedition,and hadneed 
haue a peremptory proceeding,as was invented for the Common Law of the Realme of 
England, the due commendation whereof is added hereunto ; fhewing alſo how of the 
ſame there might be made an Art or Science,and what obſer vation of other Lawes 
are concurring with ours,both inthe ſtrifineſſe of Law,and the lenitie of Equity, mo$F 
conſonant with the Law-Merchant , the knowledge whereof is off ſo great conſe» 
quence that without it all Temporall Lawes are not compleat,but imperfett. The ſcope 
of all therefore is, That the rule of Equality and Equitie may take place betweene vs 
and other Nations, which Velut Ariadnz cxca regens filo veſtigia, non modo 
noscrrare non finir, ſed etiamefficit, vtaberrantes in reftam viam deducamur, 
as hath bin mzntionedin our laſt Treatiſe of the maintenance of Free Trade , lately 
publiſhed. Concluding (Gentle Reader ) pon all the premiſſes bandled (as bp "me 
Stantially, I commend and ſubmit the ſame to the lowing entertainment of the profound 
and diſcerning judgement of the diſcreet, wiſe, and experienced ; wiſbing that \( like 
matter ſet downe by the Penof Apollo) they may ſound ſweetly in your apprehention, 
aud giue to your conceit molt harmonious Mufick, Pleaſure,and Delight. De, 
' Londonrhe 25 of November, 16 22+ 


Thine to vſc alwayes ready, 


' GERARD MALINES. 
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An 


AN INTRODVCTION TO | 

LEX MERCATORTIA, OR THE 

LAW MERCHANT, AND THE ANTE 
QVITIE THEREOF, 


Gnar. i; 


© 232-225 HEN Almightie God had created man, geod and a ſaciable creg- 
SAN ?/[7 ture,whocould nor ſowell liue alone, as other creatures ſuſhcient- 
© ly prouided (by Nature) for their ſuſtenancezand hadreaſon alig- 
2 ned and giuen vnto him, aboue all rhe ſaid creatures : yet all the 
MN VAS.7 meancs and faculties of. his body and ſoule , were nat-fuſſici- 
SANS cnt to make him happie whileſt he was alone, But neceflitic did 
d- EVER CY require aconcourſe of men helping one another, to fupply (with a 
common ſtrength) the ſaid weakeneſſe, for the burden of the ſaid necefſitte was fo 
' weightic and great, that one man alone was not able to mannage the ſame, Then it 
came to paſle, that by mutuall contribution of offices, euery man did afford meanes 
according to his abilitie for the common good, ſo that thoſc which were of a ſtron 
body did employ their labour to get liuing and maintenance for rhcmſclyes an 
others: And thoſe which were endued with the beſt part of the faule,as Vnderſtanding 
and Reaſon,did vndertake the moſt important matters,teaching men how to lite well 
and informing them of their felicitie (which they judged chiefely roconfift inverty- 
ous ations) endeauouring to make impreſſion in the ſoule of man, of certaine good 
lawes for theobſeruation thereof, with a reference of chem to the firſt law engraffed in 
the ſoule of man, as a part of that dinine light, which was infuſed in him to know (in 
ſome meaſure of perfe&ion) the good and euill, andaccordingly to receiue reward or Cilledbythe 
. | recians Sy 
puniſhment, | . deriſits © 
As for the other and better part of informing and guiding the thoughts and affeQi- 
ons of men toa ſupernaturall end,that,as ſurpaſſing rhe compaſſe of that lower ſpheare 
wherein I now moue, muſt be left vntouched by me, who here take for my obje& not 
the ſpirituall but the cinill life of man,and the meanes thereto conducing, 
Touching therefore the externall part. The matuall contributionofoffices among ft 
men hath from the beginning continued both in labouring and manaring the natural 
riches ofthe lands incorne and paſturage, as in the immedate children of our firſt ta- 
ther 4&7, and in planting Vines, and making an extract of the juyce of the fruit of 
them, as Noah. Which riches in matter and foundation naturall, and partly alſo in 
alteration and managing artificially, cuery poſlſeſfor not long after the beginning of 
the world ſenerally injoyned in propertie : and hence did proceed a commerce, firſt in 
reall enterchange and communication of things of the ſame or other kindes, but alf 
naturall commodities, as ſheepe for ſheepe, ſheepe for corne, wine for oyle, &c. 
between man and man,or nations and nations, according to number,weight,and mee” 
| ure; 
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ſure,and after, to auoid confuſion, by a commune pignas currant mutuall, which we call 
Gev. money,both by way of merchandizing,; the moſt ancient cuidence hereof is Abrahams 
purchaſing tor money a field for buriall, The obſeruation and cuſtomes whereof was 
rhe beginning of the Law-merchant, and that eſpecially when mankinde was propa- 
vated intoan infinite number, & the domeſtiques or neer hand commodities were nor 
{uſficient for their ſuſtenance in ſome countries, 8 in other countries were ouer abun. 
dant: then of neceflitic followed the vie of truſting, exchanging,and trading : firſt, on 
the Land inthe maine Continent,and then extenfiuely vpon the Seas,both for fiſhing . 
and negotiation, Then did merchants trauell from countrey to countrey : So in the 
Gen,37-27, daiesof the Patriarke 7acob, did the merchants Madianits in their journey meet with 
the children of 1aco%, and then 7oſeph was carried by their meanes into Egypr,and ſold 
to Potipher for the good of his father and all his family. And then it was and proued 
The Law- tobetrue, (which experience hath confirmed) that 7 77a ciculi in ſocietate poſita eſt, ſocie- 
merchant a ES 3 = . . 
'moſtantienr #45 auterm1n imperio & commercis: ſo that it plainely appearetb,that the Law Merchanc, 
Lawe may well be as ancient as any humane law, and more ancient than any written Laiw, 
The very moxrall Law it ſelfe,as written by Moſes, was long after the cuſtomary Law 
of Merchanes, which hath ſo continued and beene daily augmented ſucceſſiyely vpon 
new ©ccaſions, and was not altogether made in the firſt foundation,as the lawes where- 
by the Common-weales of Iſrael (whoſe Lawes were vniformely made by 44oſes from 
God : ) or thoſe of Crete, Cybaris, Sparta,and Carthage, by M3205, Charonags, Lycur- 
2us, and Phalcas. Neuerthelefſe, many Emperours and Kings haue alwaies referred 
the ending of differences, which happen betweene Mercbants,tobe done and decided 
according to the. Law-Merchant, Thar is to ſay, according to the cuſtome of Mer. 
chants ; who by their trauels found the diverfitic of weights and meaſures, and the 
goodanefle and yſe of.cammaditics pleaſing to all nations, whereby the ſuperfluitiesof 
them werevented amongſt them. . Yt quodwſpiam naſcitur bonigd apud onmnes affluat, 
E . _.. This Law of Merchants,or Lex ercatoria,inthe fundamentals of it, is nathing elſp 
Definition of but ( as Cicero. defineth true and juſt Law) Reci7a Ratio, nature congruens, di ſa in 
che Law-met= grzyes. Conſtans ſempiternac True Law 18 right Reaſon,agreeable to Nature in all paints: 
chant. | iffuſe 7 fiſting perpetually without abrogation : how. 
De Repub, Aiffuſed and ſpread in all Nations, confifiung perpetually gation: how- 
Iu rextinms, beitſomedo atribute this definition vnto jar gentiuns, or the Law of Nations, which 
4s conſiſteth of Cuftomes, Manners, and preſcriptions of all Nations,being of like con- 
ditions to alt-people, and obſerued by themas a law : But the matter being rruely exa- 
mined, we ſhall finde it more naturally and properly belongeth to the Law-Metrchant, 
Every man kgoweth, that for Manners and Preſcriptions, there is great diuerſitic 
amongſt all Nations : but for the cuſtomes obſerued in the courſe of trafficke and 
commerce,there is that ſympathy,concordance, and agreement, which may be ſaid to 
be of like conditionto all people, diffuſed and ſpread by right reaſon, and inftin& of 
nature conſiſting perpetually. And theſe Cuſtomes are properly thoſe obſeruations 
which Merchants maintaine betweene themſelues, and if theſe be ſeparated from the 
Lawof Nations, theremainder ofthe ſaid Law will conſiſt of but few points. 
Prerogatiues Princes and Potentates by their prerogatiues (reſpeRing the law of Nations) doe 
ofPrincesby permit amongſt themſclues a free travelling by land through their ſenerall King- 
the Law of Jomes, Territories,and Dominions, vnleſſe they be open enemies : they hold likewiſe 
—_ a communitie of rhe ſeas for Nauigation, as alſo a diſtin& dominion of the ſeas ad- 
joyning to the territoriesand juriſdiRion of their countries, they take Cuſtome, Sub.. 
ſidies, and all manner of impoſitions vpon the commodities imported and exported 
outof their Harbours, Hauens, and Ports,as alſo duties forthe fiſhing in their Scas, 
Streames and Dominions; of all which the Merchanr is to take eſpeciall notice, to 
auoid danger in the Trafficke and trade with their ſubjes, for non-payment of rhe 
ſame,which they claime jaregentium. 

Are not the Sea-Lawes cſtabliſhed to decide the controuerſies and differences 
happening betweene Merchants and Marriners ? And 1s it not conuenient for Mer- 
chants to know them > Conſidering that Merchants maintaine the Fiſher-men, and 
(by way of Trade)cauſe the Sea and Land Commodities tobe diſperſed enery where? 


So 
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So;that the ſaid prerogatiues doe alſqappertaine.to the Law-Merchant as properly 
inherentvnto.commerce, and the obſeruation of Merchants being of like coanditionto _ 


allpepple and adatpns; +2 2.15 1s nb 0d ang Lov era hs Word? 
Concerning manners and preſcriptions,wherein the differences'is tobe noted from Mannersand 
the-Law-Merchant ; the fame conſiſt inthe erecting of Offices; creating of Officers, ery oy 
and making of Lawes, which of themſelves make aſcparation betweene Cuſtomes : Nation, = 
Alfo the giuing or beſtowing' of honours and dignities, thegranting of priuiledges, 
and the doing of any thing which concerneth the Honor, Body,and goods of any man, 
whereunto all things touching man haye a reference, and doe meerely belong tothe 
prebeminence of Princes in their places of Souecraigntie. | fer] 

And herein let vs obſerue the difference betweene Lawes and Cuſtomes according 
co the deſcription of the ſaid worthy author.C/cero. : 
_ ::A:Cuſtome'(faith he) rakerh her ſtrength by little and little in progretſ of Time Differeiice be« | 
by a generall conſent,or,of the moſt part , But the Law commeth forth ina moment rene Lowes 
and taketh her ſtrength from him that hath power to command : Cuſtomes doe take "2 
place gently , but the Law commandeth with a power ſuddenly. True it is, That the 
Law may aboliſh Cuſtomes, but Cuſtomes cannotderogate from the Law, becauſe 
Magiſtrates will:{ee them executedatall'times.'- Cuſtomes haue their ſirengrh by 
ſufferance; but the Law commandeth by abſolute authoritie of a Prince, And yer 
Cuſtomes are of no leſſe power thana Law, and the difference conſiſteth moſt in the 
manner. Lex eff cuiomnes homines decet bbedire propter multa & varia, maxime quia on- 
n%s lex eft inuentioquedam & donam Det. All men ought to obey the Lawes, which are 
many and diuers, and chiefly becauſe all lawes are (as 1t were) aninuention and a gift 
of God. So much, yea more maybe ſaid of the Cuſtome of Merchants, becauſe of 
their continuance and antiquitie,as aforeſaid. _;--- + , od Fort Iv 

And for that the ſaid cuſtomary Law of Merchants, hath a peculiar prerogatiue The preogsz 
aboueall other Cuſtomes, forthat the fame is obſeryed in all places,whereas the Cu- neo IN | 
ſomes of one place, donotextend in other places,;and ſometimes they are obſerued, - gomes + 
and ſometimes they are negle&ted. But the Cuſtomes of Merchants concerning rraf- all othet Cus 
fickeand commerce, are permanent and conſtant, and. when they ate nor truely obſer. = 
aed inſome places, by ſome errour or miſprifion : Ngr e/ corſuetudo, ſed vſurpatio, For 
ſuch Cuſtomes loſe their names, and are called Vſurpation, which is rhe cauſe that 
many times Cuſtomes are eſtabliſhed for Lawes by him or them that haue power to 
make Lawes. And Cuftomes are the beſt Interpreters of the Lawes, either for ſap. 2 
prefling of vice,or eſtabliſhing of Vertue: Sorthat whoſoeuer alleadgeth a Cuſtome in the veſt incer- | 
his defence, is to proue and maintainethe ſame if it be honeſt, Now we muſt nor yn. Peeters of 
derſtand this of any cuill Cuſtome, becauſe they make no preſidents, and are tobee *"** 
ſuppreſſed by Lawes. Likewiſe a Cuſtomewell obſerued, isto be preferred before a 
Lawnotobſerued. And this Gradation ought to be maintained and ſeriouſly obſer- , _. . 
ued concerning Lawes and Cuſtomes, Thateuen as the Wills, Contracts, or Tefta- concerning = 
ments of particular men,cannot derogateorvndoe the Ordinances of the Magiſtrates, _ ny 4 
and as the order of the Magiſtrates .cannot aboliſhancient good cuſtomes, nor Cu- "IL 
ſtomes cannot abridge the general! Lawes of an abſblute Prince z no morecan the 
Law of Princes alter or change the Law of God and Nature. [$527 

Bartolus, Baldus, Inftinian, V Ipian, Paule the Inriſconſulte, Papinian, Benvenuto Straceha, 
 Petrus Santerne, Toannes Inder,Balduinus de V bald, Rodericus Suarez,laſon, Angell, Andrias 
Tiraquell, Alciatus Budews, Alexander Peruſuus, Pomponius, Incolaws Boertins AFo,Ceiſus, 
Rufinus, Manſilius ,Sillimaniis, Accurſim, Franciſcus Aretinus,Griſugons,Lothatius,Inlianus, 
and divers other Doors and learned of the ciuill Law, have made many long dif. . 
courſes and Volumes of bookes of the queſtionable matters fallen out amongſt Mer- 
chants,for,and concerning Merchandiſe, which are yearely obſcruations or booke ca. xookecabes 6f | 
ſes and precedents ;by the-reading whereof, Merchants are like rather to metamor- or Ln 
.phiſe-their profeſſion and become Lawyers, than truely to attaine to the perticular 
knowldge of the ſaid Cuſtomes or Law-Merchant:: For they have armed queſtions 
anddiſputations full of quillers and diſtintions ouer-curious and preciſe, and many 
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pick lovks of them:ro\mall purpoſe,full of CApicis inris, which themſelues hane noted to beſab- 
*harrhey arc- Tilties, ſaying, pics invs ſunt que ſubtilitatem quandam reſpiciunt mag it quam fatti wveri- 
| tatem, They doe more regard certaine ſubtilties than the truth of the fa ormarter: 


As for example. Todefine - 
9»id fi Mercator what a merchant is > Quidue Mercatura, what Merchandiſing. is > -| 
Whether he'is4 Merchantthatdoth once buy and ſell > E164. 
Whether merchandiſing and negotiating be one and the'ſame > 
Whether an Vſurerbe a Merchant z © = 
Whether ſelling by retaile ſhall be called merchandiſing > _ 
Whether a Clergie manor a Gentleman dealing in buying and ſelling,ſhall be cal- 

led a Merchant in any contronerſie > STE | | 
Wherein a Merchant may be like an vſurer ? 

Whethera man buying commodities in groſſe, and working the ſame out againe 
 Intootherthings tobe vented by an ordinary courſe of trafficke bea Merchant, artifi- 

cer,ortrades-man? = | . 

Whether a ſeller ofhorſes may be called a Merchant ? 
Whether a ſhop-keeper trading beyond the ſeas and at home, be a Merchant > 
Whether a Merchant ſhall be called to be-a Merchant of one kinde of commodi- 
ties,thardealcth fordiners ſorts of merchandiſes or wares ? 
Whether he be a merchant that dealerh not for himſelfe: but others negotiate for 
him > orwhethera young man dwelling with a Merchant, may bea Merchant? And 
other the.like queſtions which-T hold it to bee vnneceflarie to trouble Merchants 
braines withall. . - e44+4keb Kh 
Defaition os The definition of a Merchant is tobenoted. For he that continually dealeth in 
| aMerchant, buying and ſelling of commodities, or byway of permutation of wares both athome 
. - — :andabroad in forreine parts, isa Merchane. E | 
conticioums.  Nextinorder, the conditionsand propettics which a Merchant ought to haye, are 
ri patiorie, ne . tO be confidered ; namely to be without fraud anddeceit in his buying and ſelling of 
majors = commuodities,and to keepe faithwith all men. 
Hereupon queſtions are made, whether a Merchant may trafficke with Turkes, 
Heathens, Barbarians,and Infidels,and performe promiſe with them 2 whether a Mer- 
"chant may ſell his commoditiesasdeareas hecan, without reſpe& of perſons?whether 
Ceneat empror he may vſe lies (as being officious) in the felling of commodities 2 whether hee may 
' becrafty without deceit 2 whether learning be requiſire in a Merchant > whether hee 
may deale in prohibited commoditiesat his apperill2 whethera Merchant buying 
commodities, and felling them better cheape than they coſt him, ſhall beheld in ſu{- 
PIs to be neere decaying > and the like of him that taketh vp much money ar inte- 
reft. 


The continu. The faid Ciuilians haue alſo determined how long a Merchant is to beſo called ; 
ance of a Mer- Which is either when he breaketh, or giueth ouer todeale in merchandiſe; or when he 
cm is prohibited to deale, for offences committed. And hereunto they addea declaration 
of ſach as may trade; and by the contrary thereof, is to be vaderſtood who may not 
trade,viz,Clergie-men, Noblemen,Gentlemen, Souldiers, Counſellors at the Lawes 
—_ both Eccleſiaſticall and Temporall, publike officers and magiſtrates, franticke per- 
Merchants ſonsand mad men, youthes vnder yeares,orphanes, lunatickes and fooles,all theſe are 
exempted tobe Merchants ; But ſonnes and ſeruants may deale in merchandiſe with 

their fathers and maſters. | 
| What Mer- Laſtly,they baue obſerued, That merchandiſe is properly to be made of all mouea- 
chandiſe is fit ble things, excepting holy things, and prohibited wares, or munition be carried vato 
for made. © infidelsor enemies. All which determinarions can giue but little ſatisfaQion to in- 

ftra&k Merchants. 

*- IINIER Plato ſaith, That merchandiſe is two fold, namely, ad vittum & weſtitum, of things 
two-fold, Fforthebackeand for the belly,as belonging tothe body of man;and of things concer- 
ning the mindeof man, as learning of muſicke, and other arts bought for mony, and 
ſold againe to others for money, and this diſkinRion is 1n regard of man, but _— 
rom 
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from that matter of traffique and commerce which is comprehended vnder commura- 
tive juſtice,whereof C:eers ſpeakerh. : HED: TW | 
Let vs therefore ſet downe, what acompleat Merchant ought to know concerning 
thecourſe of merchandiſing, andwithall declare the method obſerued in this book of 
the Law of Merchants; | 1 LLOY 5 Hoo FT 
1. A merchant oyght firſt toknow the ſcience of Arithmetick,and toobſerue the The methode 
daics & times in all his negotiations,and the beginnings of the yeare inallcountries, *idook®: 
and to calculate all things orderly. S; | 
2. The ſeverall weights and meaſures of all countries concerning all commod+- 
ties, and the correſpondence of them,rhat there may be to him in effe but vnum pon- 
dus & na menſura,thatis, one weight,and one meaſure, | 
The ſcience of Geometry,and ſome inſpeQion of Coſmography,and the Ma- 
thematicks; thereby to know the ſcituation of countries, with their diſtance and ſpa- 
ciouſheſſe : and rhe diſtin& dominions of Princes by land and by ſea,with their iuriſ- 
dition and duties for fiſhing and otherwiſe,', 
4. To know the three Eſſentiall parts of traffick, being Commodities, Money, and 
Exchange for money by Bils of exchanges ; vnder which all the traffique and trade is per- 
formed in all countries,or by ſome of them,becauſe they are the cauſes of commerce, 
whereof the effeQs are buying and ſelling of, commodities, receiuing and paying of 
moneyes, and delivering & taking of moneyes by exchange,with their Adiunas and 
Accidents inthe faid courſe of traffique. | | 
5. To know alſothe goodneſſe of the principal commodities of all countries, ei- 
ther ſuperficially for colour and beautie ; orſubſtanrially for quality andvſc. As alſo 
the weight, fineneſſe, and valuatian of the moneyes of all countries, with the propor- 
tion betweene the gold and filuer, and the manner of exchanges made by billes vpon 
the imaginary moneyes inuented to make exchanges betweene countrey & countrey. 
6. Thecuſtomesvſed in the buying andſelling of commodities for mony or bils 
obligatorie, or by way of Commutration or Barter. 
7. Thedeliuering of moneyes at intereſt; or vpon Botomary,or vpon liues,annu- 
ities,or penſions in nature of rent, &c. 
$. The fraighting and ſetting forth of Ships,making of Charter.parties,Bils of 
lading, Invoice,and Couenants and contra. As allo the ſea lawes,to decide all que- 
tions and controuerſies which fall out betweene Merchants and Mariners, and ow. 
ners of Ships. 
9. Thecuſtomes, ſubſidies, impoſitions, tribute, and tolles payed vpon all the 
commodities imported and exported, within the dominions of all Princes. 
ro. The manner of making Aſſurances vpon goods,ſhips,the perſons of mep, or 
any other things aduentured by ſea or by land ; and the cuſtomes obſcrucd therein be- 
tweene nation and nations. | 
Iz. Thekeeping of Merchants accounts , by Debitorand Creditor,and the cal- 
culation of the diuerſities of money, whereby the ſaid bookes of accountarekeht, = 
12. Theauthority and proceedings of Merchants Courts,or Priors and Confuls, 
to decide the differences according toequitie in places where they are kept, or any 0- 
ther lawes imperiall or common to ſome countries,whereby Merchants controuer lies 
are determined:with the courſe of atrachments and ſequeſtrations, or executions and 
4 determinations by arbitrators,or judiciall decrees inany Chauncery or Court of 
uitie, | | 
Al theſe (making the cuſtomarie law of Merchants) haueneuer beene written by The Cutonisi 
any Ciuilian or Philoſopher,nor for ought I know, of any author,as is conuenient for Law 
Merchants ; whereupon I have (with Gods affiſftance) refolued to handle the ſame f. 
compendiouſly and ſubſtantially inthis booke, vpon fiftie yeares obſeruation, know. 
ledge,and experience, And albeitthat the ſea lawes are comprehended therein,wherby 
the proceedings might ſeeme tobe promiſcuouſly handled, neuerthelefſethe method 
is followed as neerc as the matter could affourd, according to the ſaid three Efſentiall 


partsof traffique,or the three Simples of Commodities:Money,and the Exchavge of 
Sel : - - money 
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mony by Bills of exchanges, as hereafter may appeare. Andthis Law of 'Merchants 
hitherto obſerued inall countries, ought in regardof. commerce to be:efteemed and 
held in reputation as the law of the twelue Tables wasamongſt rhe Romans. For here- 
1n you ſhall findeenery thing built vpon the foundations of Reaſon and Iuſtice. And 
knowing the foreſaid twelue points, you ſhall be able to pleaſe your owne minde;, and 
give ſatisfaction of yourſufticiencieto others. For the ſaying is true; Melzus eſt civi- 
tatem, ab optima lege, quam ab optimo virigubernart xIt is betrer to gouernea City by a 
poor Law, thanby agood man, And ir is better fora man tobernuled by Reaſon,than 


hisowne reaſon to ſeeke to rule others. 153 | 

Finally,to giue ſatisfationto the Learned and Iuditious, I have abſtracted the ob- 
ſeruations of the Learned in the Ciuill Lawes,vpon all the precedent points, 8 added 
them vnto the following Chapters,diſtinaly from the Cuftomes of Merchants,vſing 
the ordinarie name of Cinilans in general[l, without naming any particular Author,to 
auoid ambiguitic and vncertaintie inthe contents of: this Booke, diuided into three 
parts,according to the ſaid three eſſentiall parts of traffique. 7 
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. Gexr. FL: : 
eAn Obſernation concerming T 1» Et, 


"38 L 1. menof 1udgement and vnderſtanding doe know, that there is 
JJ. nothing more neceflarie for the knowledge of Hiſtories and di- 
vers eftates of the world, than the obſeruation of Times,withour 
\ which, great obſcuritie and errors will be found in theaRions of 
} men, as well in matters of Religion, as in ciuill gouerniaenr, 
A where Merchants(in regard of their traffique and commerce)haue 


E GEV RIS the mannaging and diſpoſing of the Wealth of Kingdomes and 
Commonweales. So that it behooneth them to obſerue the yeares, moneths,weekes, 


Merchants are and dayes,and ſomtimes the houres of their negotiation, with the courſe of the Moon, 


—_ and the ebbing and flowing of waters, the variation of windes,and alterations of wea- 


thers, for ſtormes at the ſeas, and vnſcaſonable Times on land,whereby the harueſts do 
faile, and commodities become to be plentifull or ſcarce, and the prices therofdeare 
or good cheape : with many other conſiderations incident inthe courſe of buying or 
ſelling of commodities,and in receiuing and paying of monies. 
To makeadefinitionof Time,will (in one reſpeR) bevery difficult, if we conſider 
that Time is inſeparably contoyned with eternitie. Burt if we obſerue the attribute of 
Time,and dodiſtinguiſh things orderly,we ſhall eafily perceive what time is,& make 


vſe thereof. 
Theattnbutes Time is the Conſumer of all things. T empus edax rernm. 
of Time, Time's the diſcouerer of all things, Yeritas filia tempores. 


Time 1s vncertain and wanteth bounds, Tempora mutantur, &c. 
Times minutes paſt,no treaſure can reſtore, Irrevocabile Tempus. 

Time doth pierce the hardeſt flint, Gutta cavat lapidems, non vi, ſed ſepe cadendo. 
Time hath a ſalue forall extremities, and yet begetteth vſurie, 


Times 
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Times officeis toend the hate of foes. 

Times glory is to calme contending Kings. | 

Time isa tutor both to good and bad,and doth diſcouer the affe ions of the mind; 

Time offers ſtill each houre to doamiſle, | | 

Time breedeth griete,and heales when Art doth faile, 

By Time and Wiſedome paſſions are ſuppreſt. 

In Time ſmall wedges cleaue the kardeft okes, 

Time is the Anchor both of Truth and Right. 

Time hath ſer downe the compaſle of his courſe. 

Times motions doequall the reeling Sun, 

Time meaſureth our actions, 

Time is the beſt gouernor of all our counſels, 

Timeon the wearieſt wretch beſtoweth reſt, 

Both Liteand Loue in time muſt have anend, 

Many more attributes may be beſtowed vpon time:but we ſhall find vpon due con- 
ſideration,that Time is but adiſtin&ion and meaſure of all things, and betweene all 
things. 

Cotning the revolution of Time let vs obſerue, That euen as God the Authour 
and Conſeruer of all things,in a comely and decent order hath appointed a ſucceſſion 
and progrefſe of Time, for accompliſhment of the naturall courſe thereof: ſo hath he 
appointedcetrtain periods and revolutions of Time,wherein things return tothe ſame 
Or like eſtate wherein they were before: As we ſee in the motions of the heauens, and 
conſequently in the ſeaſons of the yeare, all which are meaſured by Time. The Sun, 
the Moon,and the Stars,to haue their particular and diſtin& revolutions,whereinthey 
accompliſh their courſes, and return after a limited and dererminate ſpace of Time 
to the places from which they did depart. 

The Sun compleating his courſe and revolution in 365 dayes, and almoſt 6 houres 
or a quarter of a day, as ſhall be declared, which is that ſpace of Time which wee call 
the yeare, termed Aznn5s,quz Annulustaking the fimilitude from a Ring;which cauſed 
the Egyptians to makethe figure thereof in their Hierogliphycks like vatoa Serpent 
biting his owne raile, En: 

The Moon by her revolation in the Sphere in.28daies or thereabouts,determinats 
vntovs the moneths,as the Sundoth the dayes and houres, —=» | 

Saturnus the planet maketh her revolution in 3o yeares. Tupzter in 12 yeares. Mars 
| intwoyeares: and Yenzs and Mercury in 360 dayes or thereabouts. The fixed ftarres 
| havealſotheir peculiar motions and revalutions: The knowledge of all which is both 

pleaſing and neceſſarie vnto juditious Merchants. To 

And becauſe Time is ſubie& ro be numbered by Ages, Yeares, Moneths, Dayes, 
Houres, Minutes,andtheir divifions and ſubdiutfions, wee cannot in this place omit 
to particulariſe concerning the ſame;albeit it may be thought inconuenient to touc 
the obſeruazion of the period of Monarchies and Commonweales, made by ſome Au- 
thors, which (by many important reaſons) may be amplified. 

Somediſtribute the whole Ages of the world into three parts, aſcribing to cuerie 
Age 2000 yeares, which proceedeth from that common opinion of Z/zz5 a certaine 
Rabbin or Iew,affirming that the world ſhould ſtand 6000 yeares, and then be difſol- 
ned : of the which they reckon 2000 yeares before the Law, 2000 yeares vader the 
Law,and 2000 years vnder Chriſt, which (hal beſhortned for the EleQs ſake;which 
opinion hath been receiued by divers godly Fathers, ſuppoſing that as the world and 
_ all things therin was created in ſix days,ſo the fame ſhould endure 6000 years,taking 


The reuoluti.' 
on of Time, 


Annue,quaſe 
ANN. 


Periods of i * 
h Monarchies 


and Com. 
monyeales; 


each thouſand years fora day,according to the ſaying of S.Peter, That oneday before 1 Fer.z; 
the Lord isas 1000 years,and 1000 yeares as one day. [nthis ſupputarionis ſome rea. 
ſon;for from the beginning to 4brahams,with whom the firſt couenantwas made,and ofthe Ages of 
to whom the Law of Circumciſion was given; we find to be neere 2000 yeares, and theworld, 


likewiſe vader the Law,vntil Chriſt, about 2000 years;and now vnder Chriſt is aboue 
7 620 years,reckoning toward the laſt 2900 yearess, 2 98 
| Anenſtus 
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Aug»ſtus writing of theſe Ages, diuideth them into ſix, and reckoneth the firſt age 


to be trom Adam to Noah, the ſecond from Noah to Abraham, the third from Abrahan 
to David; the fourth from David to the captivitie of Babylon the fifth from the cap. 
tivitie to Chriſt; the ſfixt and laſt, vnder the kingdome of Chrif vntill the end of the 
world. Others there be that dodiftribute the ſame into foureaccording to the nature 
of foure kindes ofmettals, the Golden, Siluer, Braflc, and Iron Apes: alluding to the 
prophecie of Daxielof the foure Monarchies. Others doe account the ſame by thou. 
ſands or millinaries, according to certaine obſeruations of 6000 yeares in thealtera- 


tions of things. Others doe calculate according to the ages of men, ſuppoſing 100 


yeares for an Age; and ſonow being 56 Ages and more, the number 60 or before the 
end of theworld ſhall come, Butler vs obſerue the true computation of the Church 


moſt generally approoued hitherto, and reckon from the Creationvatill Noah 1656 
yeares when heentred into the Arke; and from the Floud ro Abraham 367 yeares;and 
from the departing of the Iſraelites out of Egypt, 430 yeares;and from the departing 
to the building of the Temple by Solomon, 430 yeares ; and from rhat time to the cle- 
uenth yeare of King Zedekiah (deduced by Scripture) is 427 yeares, So the whole ſum 
of theſe yeares commeth iuſtly to 3360 yeares. Hereunto 70 yeares being added of 
the captiuitic of Babylon, is 3430 yeares, which are 590 Sabbaricall yeares , of ſe- 
uen yeares every Sabbatical yeare,without any odde number, and from that time yn- 
cill Chriſt, there is no momentarie difference by any hiſtoricall account, whereof vn. 
derſtanding Merchants ought tobe informed, and all men take pleaſure of this obſer- 
uation in their Almanacks. | 


From the Creation of the Vorld,vntill the laſt year ——— 
From the ſaid Creation vntill the Floud —— rmrmmm— r———mtmw= 1656, 
.; From the ſaid Creation, vntillthe birth of our Sauiour Chriſt — — -2962, 
Since Brute did enterthe Iſland of Great Brittaine ——. 
Since the building of the Temple by Sclomon ———— - —2649. 
Since the building of thegity of Rome ————- — 
_ Since the Captiuitie of Babylon — - ——28, 
| Since /ul:us Ceſar was flain —— ———————————I 669. 
Sincethe birth of our Sauiour Chriſt,vntill the laſt yeare——————1 6:0, 

Since the conqueſt of England by Dake William — — —————— conn $53. 


Sincethe beginning of the reigne of King rames the firſt of that name of England, 
vntill the 24 of March 1 620, is 17 yeares complear, but currant——————18, 
. Concerning the yeare there are many obſeruations, and euen of the ſeuerall begin- 
nings of it. And let vs note obztey, that the body (the ſoule of man conſiſting in the 
bloud)hath 3 65 veins,as reſidences agreeable to ſo many daies of the yeare. 
All our Almanacks or Kajenders begin the yeare from the 1 day of Ianuary,albeit 
this beginning ditfters in-many other countries, which Merchants ought to abſerne., 
The Aftrologians begin at theentrance of the Sunne in C4745, which is the 2x of 
March,at 12 of the clocke at noone. 
Theold Romans did begin their yeare ab Hieberyo ſolſtitio. 
The Egyptians and old Iewes, from the 21 of March,yith the Aftrologians. 
Thoſe of Afia and India, ab Equineitio Antumnali; beeing the 2 2 of September, at 
12 of the clocke at noone. | | | 
The Grecians of the longeſt day of the yeare. The VYenetians of the firſt of March, 
The Spaniards from the Annuntiation of the Virgin 2ary, the 25 of Match, as Evg- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland. The Portugals and the Eaſt Indies, Barbary, Preſte-1ohy, 
the 29 of Auguſt. 2Lſes by Gods commandement, ab equizottio verno, i, Eaſter , ac- 
cording to which, Eaſter day was ordaired vpon the full Moone, beeing the 14 day of 
the firſt Moone, after the Sun entred intothe figneof 47e, which isalſovſed in A- 
Sypt. Afterward in the yeare of our Lord, 328,the Councel of Nice did ordain Eaſter 
dav alwaies to be vpon the Sabbath day,or Sunday next after the full Moon. And the 
Biſhop of Alexandria madethereupon a liſt,according to the circle or golden number 


_ ofthe Moon,beginning from the figure 1,cil number 19:for that in 19 years the moon 


maketh 


9 


— 
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maketh her compleat rouolution, and concurreth with the Sunne: And if the number 
did fall ourvypon a Sunday, then the Sunday after was Eaſter day, according to this 
abſtract ; which is now altered by ten daies, vpon the alteration of the Kalender by 


The Lift ap= Wo 
pointed for 
Eaſter day; 


Pape Gregorie the 1 3, 


to. The 27 of March: 
11. The 15 of Aprill. 
12. The 4 of Aprill. 
13. The 24 of March. 


ri, The 5 of Aprill, 
/2, The 25 of March, 
3. The 130of Aprill. 
4. The 2 of Aprill. 
Golden number. 5. 


The 22of March. 14. The 12 of Aprill: 

6, The roof Aprill. 15. The 1 of Aprill. 
7. The 30 of March. 16. The 21 of March. 
8. The 18 of Aprill, 17, The 9 of Aprill. 
£9. The 7 of Aprill, 18. The 2g of March. 


19, The17 of Aprill. 


The yeare being exactly calculated according to the courſe of the Sunne, or Reyo. 
lution in the Zodiake through all the twelue Signes,confiſteth of 365 dates,5 houres, 
49 Minuts,and x6ſeconds. Andthe reuolution of the Moone in her going courſe is 
27 daies and about $ honres, and in her returning courſe about 29 dates and one halfe, 
called a moneth. Others haue vſed, and ſome yer do vſe, the yeares of the Moone di- 
nided in 12 moneths, euery new - Moone'o: courſe reſpe&ed: and this yeare conſi- 
fiſteth of 354 daies,$ houres,48 minutes,43 feconds,and 12 tierces,towhich there was 
added 1 1 daies called «paz, as adjoyned daies;which made the yeare tobe 365 
daies and about ſix houres, as aforeſaid: which was yſed before the floud, by Tewes, 
Greeks,and is yetat this day vſed by the Mahometans, Arabians,and thoſe of Feas and 
Marocco and other places. The Babylonians, Zgyprians,and Aflyrians, baue alſo ob- 
ſerued 365 daics forthe yeare ; but they did not addeenery fourth yereone day,which 


we call the Leape-yeare. —_— as 
To make a better explanation hereof, let vs note, That there is a great Circle imagi. in February, 


ned to be inthe Heauens, called the Ecliptike, whereupon the Sunne hath his conri- 
nuall motion or period, never declining trom the fame : and on each fide is imagined 


to be another leſſer Circle limiring the latitude of the Zodiake, rhe middle whereof The xcliptike : 


is called the Ecliprike, for that whenſoeuer there ſhall be a conjunction or oppoſition 
of the Sunne and Moone, the Moone being vpon the ſame Ecliptike, ouer which ſhee 
paſſerh ewice in one Period,in ſomany daies as aforeſaid, (which ſecond ſeQtions are 
called the Head and Taile of the Dragon) then (if at the conjundion) is our fight 
eclipſed by the interpoſition of the body of the Moone, being (at the ſame inſtant)be- 
wwixtvs and the Sunne, thereby hiding ſome part of his light from our fight : yethath 
the Sunne in himſelfe no more lofſe of light,than if a man ſhould put a ball betwixr 


my cie and the Sun, whereby he might hide from my fight, either the totall,or part of 


the body of the Sunne. Butif it be at the oppoſition,then the Moonedoth indeed loſe 
her totall light,or part of her light, according to her latitude ; for if her latitude be 
more than the Semidiameters of the body of the Moone,and the ſhadow of the earth, 
rhen there can be no Eclipſeat all. But whenſoeuer the body of the earth ſhall be in- 
terpoſed or put betwixt the light of the Sunne, and the body of the Moone, (which 
cannot be but a fall Moone,or oppoſition,which are both ohe)then muſt ſhe of neceſ- 
fitie loſe ſo much of her dorrowed light, as the earth doth take away from her. 

Withia this imagined Circleor Zodiake are twelue conſtellations of Starres, cal- 
led the twelne Signes ; each of theſe Signes is diuided into 3o degrees or equal! parts, 
which make 360 1n the totall, 


Now ſince the nature and quality of theſe twelue Signes were found, and that the 
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Moone being the loweſt of the Planers, doth conuey and tranſport their operations ,,_.,_._.. 
and force through her Orbe vnto all Elemental! Creatures, cauſing alteration of 
change and humours, times and ſeaſons, and diſtemperature of bodies; the ancient 

Aſtronomers 


divided necors | 
dins to the 
Zodiake, 
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Aſtronomers haue attribured vnto them certaine names of creatures, figures, and poe- 
ticall alluſions, for diſtinAion ſake, and to declare their propertie in ſome weake and 
confuſed fort, 

Alſo the number 19 called the Prime and Golden number, becauſe it was written 
in Golden letters forthe vtilitie thereof, which deſerueth the more ſo to be adorned 
with Gold for a perpetuall remembrance of our noble King ames and his royall iſſue, 


; borne vpon the 19day of ſenerall Moneths, which is not without ſome miſterie as I 
thinke, 


The Golden The 19 of [une 4»z.1568, King Tames was borne in Scotland, 


pumber of 


mo Lemeransd  TÞe 19 Of February, Az.1594,Prince Henry (deceaſed) was borne,and died before 

hs royall 19 YCares, | | 7 
_ —— The 19 of Auguſt, .42.1596,the Lady EliFabeth his daughter was borne, ; 

24 The 19 of November, 4». 1600,Prince Charles his ſonne was borne, Deo gratias. 

It may ſeeme ſtrange, that ui» Ceſar did not obſerue this number of the meeting 
ofthe Sunne and Moone vpon this period, when he made his Kalender 44. yeres before 
Chriſt ; for the vſe hereof began in the yeare of Chriſt 532. And thisnumber of 532 
o= MO containeth 19 times 28,in which time of 28 yeares(being the Cicle of the Sunne)the 
| Feare, ſame is multiplied by 19,which is the Cicle of the Moone. 
| The Domiai- The Domuanicall letter is according tothe noting of the ſeuendaies of the weeke, 
| calllerters according to the Cicle of the Sunne, beginning from A,B. C,D.E.F.G. andſoretur- 
| ning and continuing for euer. 
| Diuersbegin®= The day dothalſobegin diuerſly: The Aftrologians or Aſtronomers begin the ſame 
| mo the from one mid-day (or noone) vntill the next, being 24 houres by the clocke ; which is 
-” the cauſe that in their Alminacks they dae ſetdownealwaies the place of the courſe 
of the Moone,being ſo many degrees at noone;howbeit,we reckon x 2 houres ; France 
Spaine, and other places, the Venetians and moſt townes of Italy, the Bohemians, A- 
thenians, Egyptians, ſome [ewes and Grecians, Poland and Sileſia, from the ſetting 
of the Sunne vnrill the next ſetting, 24 houres, Babylonians, Perſians, Chaldeans, * 
ſome Hebrewes and Greekes, old Romanes, and they of Wirtenborough and Noren- 
borough, from one riſing of the Sunne tothe other, 24 houres. 
| Calends; The daies of the moneth arealſonoted by Calends, Nones,and Ides. The firſt day 
| Nones,and ofthe Moneth was Calend,fo called of Yocato Populo, declaring how many daies it was 
_— to the Noxas, that all the people was to aſſemble in thecitie, to know what was com- 
manded vnto them by the Temporall and Spirituall lawes, as being noxe obſernationis 
znitium, or 1010, as the ninth day from 7445, The Tuſcanes heretofore did homage to 
their King that day, and then it was commonly new Moone, and 14 was the full 
Moone, vpon the Moone moneths, being March,May,Tuly, and October, beeing of 31 
daies, which had fix Nozes, whereas the other 8 moneths haue but 4 Nonas, and cuery 


| 
| 


moneth $ 14a. | | 
Indiftio Ro: Indictio Romana, whereby many hiſtories account their yeares, was inſtituted when 
| maya. the Romans had dominion ouer the greateſt part of the World, becauſe vpon euery 


Luſtrum,which was euery fifth yeare, euery one was topay tribute vnto them. The firſt 
yeare they did bring gold,the ſecond Silver, the third yeare yron for munitionand ar- 
- mour: Sothat itwas the ſpaceof 15 yeares,beginning from the 25 of September. And 
at the birth of Chriſt it was /#d7d0 3, and falleth out in the yeare of 1620 tobee alſo 


Indi&7i0 3, according to which obſeruation the calculation of ſome hiftoricall yeates 
Is made. by 


T bat the Romane Kalender may eaſily be reformed without the Alteration of ten 
aaies,ade by Pope Gregorie the thirteenth, 


I1 Viue Cafar the firſt Emperour of Rome, a man learned and of great magnanimitie, 
1. confidering that the Romane yeares were reckoned confuſedly according to the 
courſe of the Moone, and by the Hebrews with their intercalar moneth, to make the 
lame agreewiththe Sun: By the counſell and inftigation of Soſizenes, an expert Ma- 
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dar, fitſ-framedafrer-the' courſe of the Sunne, diuiding'rhe whole yeare into chree 
hundred fixtiefine:daies,and fix houres, making it to containe twelge moneths,where-. 


thematician,abour 44 yeares before the birth of Chriſk,deuiſeda new forme of Kalen . 


ofthe names are;yer.invſe pbegirning from March forthe firſtmonerh, which cauſed 
September, O&ober, Nouember, and December, to beare their names the ſeventh, 
eighth; nioch, and tenchrmoneth; yer all yeares by th&Alinanackes putting Tinaarie 
fortbe firſt moneth bearerhrthe name accordingly from the heathetigod 7a44,þaihred' 
with-two faces; as itwere beholding the yeare paſt, and the yeare to come. February 


wasfocalledrof:certaine ſacrifices then offered, called Februar, March,of Hrs, an 
heathen god ; Aprill, of the Spring. Time, and theword 4perio, opening all vegeti- 
bles:and other things; May, of:Maya, the mother of Aercuric; Tane, 2 1unzore, forthat 
allrh&-young peoplehad a meeting in that moneth for 'recreation; Iuly, of his 'owne 
name!ſulins ,and4uenſtasfor theenlatging of the Fmpire, 0 
Now foraſmuchas the odde' fix houres/could not conuenentlybe broughe to ac- 
count euery yeare : hee ordained that cuery fourth yeare one day ſhould be added to 
February, becauſe foure times fix houres maketh vp a whole day of foure and twenty 
houres, and the-yeare whereunthisoddeday falleth, wecall-commonly Leape yeare, 
hauing three. hundred fixtiefixgaies.: Armdbecauſe-itwasadded at the fix Calends of 
March,it is named1n Latine; Biſ7x7us, or Biſſext:lis Ammuws, Neverthelefle Tilizs Caſar 
did begin his Kalender in Tanuarie, whenthe-pun entrerh the eighth degree of Capri- 
corae,eight daies ter the VWanter So//f#:;3,awhich rhenbeitg the ſhorteſt day of the 
yeare fell ypon the twentie fine of December. And the Spring Time Zquinotinm, 
about the twentie five of March. The which plachsof the Sunne are now changed 
and {lidden back inthe lulian Kalender,from the ſaid obſeruarion of the Spring Equi- 
noium,as allo from the Harueſt Equinorizum (being about the twentie fix of Septem- 
ber) the longeſt day then falling out thEtwentiefiueof Tune, grounded vpon this rea- 
ſon of prevention of the EquinoGQtall to the twelfth, eleventh, and tenth daies of the 
ſaid monechs, and the thirteenth and fourettenth of September': but the chiefe cauſe 
proceedeth by reaſon that 7#/zus Ceſar didreckon the-yeare tocontinue three hundred 
{ixtte five daies, and (ix houres ; which is morethanthe juſt: Aſtronomecs.cYoulation 
by ten minutes of an houre,and-fortie Jolure;feconds;accounting fixtic minutes to-an 
houre,and (ixtie-ſeconds roaminute 4ſarthat the yearerruly containerh three hundred 
fxtie fiue daies, five houres, fortienine.nubures, and-{ixteene feconds, as is before de- 
clared, which difference in the ſpaceof.one hundred thiftie foure yeres or thereabouts, 
maketh one wholeday ; and in the ſpace: of one-thouſand fix hundred fixtie'foure 
yeares, being, the time that the Iulian-Kalender was ſer forth, vatill the laſt yeare, it 
commeth-ro twelue daies; twentie two: houres, fortic minutes;and twentie five ſe. 
conds. mr a0 25 nid. got] 20h K91 M 
For this cauſe ſundry leaned:men haue heretofore deſired that the ſame may be re- 
tormed,to auoid inconueniences,and'to/hauea trueaccount of yearesand dates; And 
the matter was propounded todiuers generall Councells,but tooke no effect, till now 
of late yeares,by meanes of Pope Greearmthe thirteenth; in the yeare 1582, and then it 
was permitted toone L4loyſies: Liliwe, (profeſſor in Mathematicke Aftrologie) to fer 
downe this long deſired Retormition ,who being reſolned rodoe the fame exatlyby 
rrue account, was hindered bythe Clergie, for they would not agree that the ſame 
ihould be drawnebacke any further than to the time of the Nicene Counſell, which 
was 1n the yeare 328: and hereupon he brought the reckoning backe only ten daies, 
and cauſed the 15 day of December to becalled the 25 day,which is but obſerued in 
ſome places, and brought great controuerſie indiverscountries: ſeeing the day of the 
Natiuitie of Chriſt, and other Feſtiuall daies, and alſo daiesof keeping of faires and 
Markets, are changed and holden ten daies before the accuſtomed time. And Mer- 


j . 


chants and others in making their Contracts and Obligations are bſten diſappointed 


of their daies of payment,wirth divers other inconueniences. | © 4 
Whereas men of true judgement,might have madethis argument : Is it by the ad. 
dition of Time, growing by certaine minutes and feconds every yeare, ariſing to one 
| C 2 whole 
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whole day euery fourth yeare, in the moneth of February > Then, as it is increaſed 
thereby thirtcene daies in onethouſand fix hundred fixty foure yeares, it may by the 
Atmueznd TameRule decreaſe ſomuchin. few yeares, by leauing out, and ſuſpending that one 
good reforms» day which 1s ſo added, vntill it. come to his firſt inſtitution and calculationofthe Tu. 
| ton of Mac” lian Kalender ; which may be reformed in fiftic two yeares, beginning from the yeare 
1620,being Leape yeare,andleaving outrhirteene daies,which is little more than one 
hourein the ſaid,and is no petceptable difference ; and after the ſaid fiftie two yearcs 
expired,tO adde the ſaid day againe, and there will not increaſe jany oneday more, bur 
in one hundred thirtie foure yeares. And all the yearely obferuations maybe accom- 
modated accordingly. biY 


4 


Re ——_—_— 


- « 


I made anexa® Table thereof, in the yeare 1604, whereby the day of the Natiuitic 
of our Saujour fell out againe to be the ſhorteſt day of the yeare. This 'Table was 
ſhewed vntothe Kings Majeſtic of Great Brittaine(as I was informed) and howſoeuer 
pleaſing, yet for ſome cauſes to me vnknowne not held fir to be eſtabliſhed. 
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Of NvuBe-, and the Miſteries thereof. 


N24 oy Nitic is the Spring aud Fountaine of Numbers, which hath a refe- 
4 rence vato: God,rhe onely fountaine of Goodnefle,the only Father, 
= Creator,and preſcruer of vs all. Here let vs note, that the Philoſo- 
{IL&) phers hauenot onely (with one conſent) affirmed, That great mi- 
a& ſterics and vertuesare coritained in numbers. Bur the ancient Fa- 
Y thers haucalſoobſeruedrhe ſame inthe hol y Scripture , as /erome, 
'% Auguſtine,Origen, Ambroſe,Bafil, Athanaſius, Hilarins, Rabangs,Beda, 
| and others; amongſt whom D* Rabanws hath made a booke of the vertues which are 
hiddeavnder Number. And ifthere were no miſterie comprehended vnder Number, 
Saint 70 in the Reuelation would not haue ſaid, He that hath vnderſtanding let him 
Vicariu g- Teckon the Number of the name of the Beaſt, which is the number ofa man, ſpeaking 
ne-alis Dei, of Antichriſt inthe daies of the Emperour Domitian,the tenth perſecutor ofthe Chri- ' 
Pc ty, ſians,and the twelfth Roman Emperour,when the Latine Tongue was moſt frequenr, 
11111]; although he did write in Greeke,which numberwas 666 by ſignificant letters. Now, 
 nitas. as one 15 no Number, but vnitas ; {o there is but one God,one World, one Sunne, one 
Dualitas, King of Bees, and leader amongſt Cattell. Number Two,is the firſt off-ſpring ofvni- 
tie,not compoſed, butin focietie vnited, ealled the Numberof Iuſtice, wherein many 
thingsare obſeruable. The Two Tables of the Law ; Two Cherubins vpon the Arke 
of Moſes, Two Teſtaments, Two great Lights; Two Natures in Chriſt ; Two Solfſti- 

ces; Two EquinoRialls ; Two Poles,and many other things. 
| rein: The Number Three is called Holy, and Tr:a ſunt omnia,as the Philoſopher faith, 
| which diuers alſo doe acknowledge to be of great efficacie inall things ; whereof P;- 
thagoras, Virgil, Plinie, CAriſtotle, Trimegiſtus and others, have written copioully ; the 
| glory ofall belonging tothe three perſons in the God-head, with the vertues of F airh, 
| 4. & Luine- Hope,and Charitie, In the figure of foure many things are tobe noted, as the Foure Ele- 
Bang ments ; the Foure originall Windes; the Foure Seaſons of the yeare,8&c. So of the 
| Number fiue, beeing the cHedium of Tenne, which in Number figurative climeth no 
| DPracris; Higher, without doubling in Letters or Figures, hauing this propertie,that take ao 
| q IOM 
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from tenne there remaineth one, take eight,there remaineth two, take ſeucn, there re- 
maineth rhree, and fix remaineth foure : All which remainders added together, make 
againe the Number Ten, whereof the Number Fiue isequidiſtant, To ſpeake of the 
Five Senſes, Five fingers and foes, Fiue ſorts of creatures, and other dependences 
would be tedious. The Number Six 1s not void of the like applications : bur no num- 
ber more vied in holy Scripture (asperfe&t and compleat) than the Number Seuen, 
called Saered, becauſe God reſted the Seuenth day, and did bleſſe and hallow the 
ſame, It was ordained in the Law, that among the people of God, eucry Seuenth 
yeare ſhould be held holy, wherein the landſhould reſt from labour, and thar libertie 
ſhould be giuen vnco ſeruants,andbe called a yeare of reſt vnrothe Lord, And by the 
like reafons-itwas inſtituted, thatthe Iſraelites ſhould number vato them ſeuen Sab- 
baths of yeates,containing 49 yeares,and immediately in the beginning of the 50 yere 
following, the trumpet of a Iubilec ſhould bee blowne the tenth day of the Seuenth 
Moneth, The ſacrifices for the moſt part are offered by Seuens , the great feaſts of 
Gods people laſted Seuen daies, and they did cat Seuen daies vnleauenned bread at 
the Paſſeouer ; Seuen weekes were reckoned betweene the Paſſeouer and Penticoſt, 
and moſt of the feafts were in the ſeuenth Moneth. Ina figurealſo did the Arke of 
Noah (which was a figure of Chriſt)reſt vpon the Mountaines of Ararat in the ſeventh 
Moneth : likewiſe it 1s ſaid, Vſedome hath builded her houſe with Seen Pillars, vnderſtan- 
ding the Church, with the gitrs of the Spirit, which are figured by Seuen burning 
Lamps, and by ſeuen grauen Candleſtickes; The ſtone mentioned by Zachary (which 
is Chriſt) hath Seuen watching eies of God ; and the Number Seuen ſootten vſed in 
the Reuelation of 19h», Toſay nothing of the Seuen Planets running their courſes ; 
and amongſt the fixed Starres,the Seuen called Pleiades, and other ſeuen, Hyades ,and 
the two Polar Images,called Yrſa Major, Yrſa Minor, containe each ſeuen Starres ; 
and many other obſeruations of the faid Number Seuen may be noted. 

Some obſeruations there are ofthe Numbers Eight and Nine. And for the Num- 
ber Ten,norice is taken of the Ten Commandements ; Ten Curtaines inthe Temple 
of Solomon ; Ten Strings vpon the Harpe, Ten Muſicall Iuftruments, and diuers other 
particulars. | 

The Number Twelue hath very great vſe and cordandance in the Scripture ; the 
12 Tribes of Iſrael, whereof r2 ſtones were placed -in the River Iordan, and ſo many 


| precious Stones vponthe breſtplate of _Laron ; ſo many Loaues offered ; ſo many 


Altars builded,and ſo many Lions vaderthe brafen Seas ; ſo many fountaines in AHe- 
{;m, and ſo many men ſent into. the land of Promiſe; hereunto allude the Twelue A- 
poſtles, Twelue thoufand Nations marked, Twelue Starres tocrowne the Queene of 
Heauen, Twelue Baskets of bread gathered, Twelue Angels, and ſo many gates and 
ſtones of the heauenly Ieruſalem ;omitting to ſpeake of the Twelue Signes of the 
Zodiake,and many other particularities touching the coherence of this Number. Ler 
vs note, that ſome Indians and Heathen people at Guiana haue no diuifion or account 
of Times and Number, they onely reckon by the Moones, as one, two, three, foure, or 
five Moneths; or by daies in like manner: their numbers they reckon thus, one, two, 
three,and ſo roten ; then, ten and one, ten and two, and ſo forth. And to ſhew their 
meaning more certainely, they will demonſtrate the ſame by their fingers, ſtill ma- 
king fignes as they ſpeake : and when they will reckon twentie, they will hold downe 
both their hands to their feet, ſhewing all their fingers and toes ; and as thenumber is 
greater, ſo will they double the {igne. And when they appoint or promiſe any thing 
ata limited time, they will delivera little bundle of ſtickes, equall to the number of 
daies or moones thar they appoint, and will themſelues keepe another Bundle of the 
like Number; and toobſerue their appointed time,they will every day,or moone, take 
away a ſticke, and when they haue taken away all, then they know that the time of 
their appointment is come, and will accordingly performe theirpromiſe, which may 
bea prefidentto many Chriſtians, : 
Thus much may ſuffice to have noted concerning Number, and the hy i! 
| thereo 
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The manner 
of Weights, 


Talentum, . 


Cantar or 
Kyatall, 


Weighs. 


Skippound, 


Lyſpound- 
Rooucs, 
Stones, 


Mixias. 


Markey) 
Belle, 


thereof with Time. Now. whereas God'by his'&inine providence bath made all 
things ſubje& to Number Weight, and CMeaſure,let vs'in the next place'intreat of 
weights and meaſures. ata end | 


"” \ 'O by 
19 UNE. Roo / 
| 4 A O 26 As 
i " ( 28 — FJ \ - 
with 9, ==) \ 4, Nd 
” A > $ SS 1 "AC . SIN 
/ f, 


nd 


Cuar, I1TE. 


Of Wz1Gurts.and MeasvReE's ved in all placesof 
the world, withother obſeruations, 


X, Auing intreated of Time and Number, wherein and whercwith 
x God doth gouerne all things according to his determinate will 
£ and pleaſure : Now in order let vs handle the deſcription of 
®) Weights and Meaſures, whereby all wordly things are diſpoſed 
Y of: which is moſt necefſarie to be knowne, to giuecuery man his 
M 1141185 owne, and to buy and fell by ; according to which, all contrags 
AL D/5 - andagreements betweene man and man(in rhe courſe of Trafficke 
was ag and Trade for all commodities) are made, to diſtinguiſh £Heum 
and T&#-,by the Law and otherwiſe, according tocommon conſent of all-Nations, 


CAIWEIGHTS are diuidedinto three ſorts, 


Irf by the great number,that is to ſay,by Hundreths, Kintalls, Ce nteners, Talents, 
' Thouſands, Weighs, Skipponds,Charges, Liſpounds,Rooves, Stones,and ſuch like. 
' The ſecond ſort of Weights, is by pounds, Mina, Manes,Rotulus, &c. 


Thethird diviſion of Weights doth confiſt in the ſmaller diviſions of 12, 14, 1 6, 
18,20 and 3o ounces toa pound,and the ſubdiuifions thereof, 

The Talent of the Grzcians 60 Minas, euery Mana 100 Drachmes, ſo a Talent is 
fix thouſand Drachmes, 8 of them toone ounce is 750 ounces. Another Talent of 
Greece is 16 Seſtertios,being 40 Minas or Pounds of 18 ounces,as alſoof 20 ounces. 
In Egypt itwas 32 Seſtertios or 80 pound. The 50 Seſtertios of Cleopatraare 125 #, 
In Thracia 48 Seftertios being 120 pounds. In Africa 24 Seſtertios are 60 #,Uiffe- 
ring alſo in the pound weight, : 

Cantar,or Kyntal,or Centener,called hundreths of 100,112,120,125,128,and 132 
pounds. The Hebrewes did call Cicar tobe 5o Minas or Maneg. 

Weighs are commonly 165 #,or 180 #,or 200+ for acharge. 

| Skippounds of 306,32 0,340,and 400 pounds the Skippound. 

Lyſpounds of 15 and 16 poundsto the Lyſpound. 
- Rooues or Arrobas of 10,20,25,30,and 40 pound to the Rooue. 
Stones of 6,8,10,14,16,2 0,2 1,24,and 32 ®, andalfo 4o #,as more particularly ap- 
peareth hereafter in their proper places. | 
Mixtasare alſo v{ed, whereof wee finde mention made in ſome bookes, is ten thou- 
ſand,and is commonly vnderſtood for 10000 Dragmes of 8 toan ounce, and 1 2 ounces 
tothe pound. | 
The pound is alſo dinided by Markes of 8 ounces, and Beſſe of 12 ounces , euery 
onnce was amongſt the Hebrewes 2 Sicles,or Staters, | 


Siclus 


ta. 
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Siclus is ſometimes taken for an ounce,al{o halfean ounce,and quarter of anounce, Siclcs. 1 
+ = ® Staten 


which 1s Gerag,or obolus. tater, 
Geragy 


18 0unces,of 12 toone Rotulus, 

| 144 Dragmes,of 8toone ounce, 

2 432 Scruplesof 3 toa Dragme, 
84.6 Obulus. | 

1296 Lupes. 

£2592 Siltquas or Currats- 


Mina Ptolomaica is 1 = Rotulus 
which is diuided into ſmall parts,viz, | 


12% Ounces, 
25 Staters or Ciclos; 
100 Dragmes or Roſoli, 
Mina of the Grecians, otherwiſe! 300 Scruples,24 toan Ounce, - Inna or Mes 
called Inna or Maneg, is a pound. j 600 Obolus. | neg, 
goo Lupines. 
I800 Stliquas. 
4.3 600 Areolaor Chalcos. 


# 12 Ouncesor Sachofi, 

24 Septariosor Cicles. 
oro: of 7 Dan ounce, 
| _ LE ng 6 Dragmes or Darchiny. 
Rotulus in Arabia,Siria, Afia Mi. jp 3s Serop! S or HL O0Y; 703d PE 
nor, Egypt, and Venice isr®., | <5 Obolus of Ortoffat, _ SN. 
DA  TrTVYTCORSS 
172 Carrats or Siliqua. $7 
1.6912 Keſtuff, es "ang 


The7 Deniers make an Ounce,and there were Dragmes-alſoof 1+ Dragme, andof 
1-Dragme,and ofone Dragmecalled Alby, ; | Ih 

In the Low-Countries the pounds are divided dinerſly in 16 Ounces, euery Ounce 
in 8 Dragmes,or fifths, and 8 parts; And in France they callthem 8 Groſles, the x28 
make one pound. In other places they diuidethe pound in 1 2,14,and r5Ounces,wher- n;-reace of 
of the Pounds and: Ounces both doe differ, which is the cauſe that hereafter eyery Poundsand, | 
countrey hath a declaration thereof. Fo vi Ounces. 

At Bridges in Flanders they vie Poundsof 14 Ounces, and of 5Ounices; whereof The Pound 
the roo # of r6 Ounces make 708 ® of 14 ounces ; which Ouncesof x 4rothe pourid poighe ot 
are heauier, for 100-Ounces of thefeare 105=Ounces of the'r1 6 tothe Pound : which hs 
Ounces arediuided inhalfe Ounces, or Loor,and euery Loot in 2/ Sizayns, and euery 
Sizayne in 2 Dragmes or Quintes, The ſmaller proportions and ſubdiuifions of other 
Places are as followeth. ns | 


C I2 Ounces, | Fi | | ;_ | ; 
itz ih 24. Loot. 5 *I 2030 1L- wal 5 | 
pion comes 4.8 Sizaynes of Siliqua, ON 
Italian Pounds for phyſicke vied inl 96 Dragmes; "43 OUEE 
other places alſo. S 288 Scruples, 
——  576Obolus, a 
1728 :Siliqua. kh 304B ft 


; Z 12 Ounces, 
The ſaid Weight of Phyſicke isat ) 96 Dragmes. 
Lyons in France as the Merchants'®#. J' 288 Scruples,” - 
_ C5760 Graines, 


The 
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- 12\/Qunces, 
_ 72 Sextulas, 
1728 Siliqua. 
6912 Graines. 


The Pound weight of rene 


TR DRY a Ounces. 
The Pound at Paris in ronce : py [oats A 273 


T9216 Graines. 


12 Ounces, 
24 Staters. 


In Italy the pound is alſodiuided 
TI 96 Dragmes. 


Vienna in Auſtriathe pound ) « =. 29 7oml 
12800 Graines. 
Foraſmuch as it falleth out moſt commonly , that vpon triall of an vaknowne 
Weight,wedobegin from the ſmalleſt Weight or Graine, and fo aſcend to the other 


Differences of proportions, and to the pound,by comparing the ſame toour Grains and diuifions of 


Grainero 


Trett and 
Clofte. 


Antuerp, 


| Londos; 


'Dublin. 
Edenbo- 
borou 7h, 


the pound, which jn matter of mint for Goldand filuer is of grear moment, when the 
l 


pennie weight is dinided into 24 Graines in England, and in the Low-countries into 
32 Graines. Let vs note _the greatdiuerſitie abouclaid of 5766 Graines to 12800 
vſed at Vienna and other places, proportionably to their pound ; and conſider how 
any we may be ouertaken therein, whereof a more ample declaration is inthe minr 
affaires. ; TT 

There isalſoa great obſeruation to be had inthe correſpondencie of Weights of 
onecountrie tothe Weights of another countrie, vpon the hundreth ſubtle, that.is to 
ſay 100 poundseven Weight, And becauſe in England all wares of Volume or Bulck 
isſold;ſome by the-hundreth Weight of x 1 2, andiſome is ſold by the ponnd, as ſpi- 
ces, ſugars, and ſuch like, and yet areweighed by the ſaid weightiof 112#; and that 
moteouer, there is.isan ouer-weight allowed called Trett which is 4 vpon the 212, 
and alſo 2® ypan cueryskaleofthree hundreth weight called Cloff, which is abated 
betweene the buyer and ſeller, and fo there is a loffeafi Weight by this: Trettand 
Cloff:andeſpecially becauſe the commodities imported arebaugbtby the Weight 


_ of forreine nations; I bave thought conuenient to defcribe the.faid' correſpondence 
of: Weight according tothe! 100 ſubtleof Antwerp, being generally knowne in all 


places: and forthe WeightofLondon;to make ſome obſeruations particularly;  * 
i « The correſpondencie of Weight of moſt places of Traffucke, 


T He Cuſtome of Antwerpis to weigh by the hundreth pounds euen weight cal. 
led Subtle, for the which commonly there is allowed ar the weigh-bouſe 101%. 
A Stone weight is 8%,the Skippound 3o00%,the Weigh 165, the Carga or Charge 
4.00, which are two Bales of 200® foranhorſe to carry oneither fide,and the Pound 
1s diuided into 16 Ounces, | | ; ps | 

Theſaid 100 Weightof Antwerp weigheth in the places following, 

At Londonandall England —— jox# ſubtle weight, and of the Kyntall weight 

of 112, it weigheth 9158; 
Ar Dublinand all Ireland alſo, roz# and g1+- by the great hundreth. 
At Edenburg in Scotland —— 96# and all Scotland ouer and 193- for 112%. 


The ſaid 100® make 189 = Markes of $ ounces, which arc ounces Troy -whetewith | 
Gold, Siluer,Pearles,Muske,Cortall, 8c. 


Diamonds 
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Diamonds are weighed by another weight called Carrat, which is alſo vſed in 
England, France,aud other places. One Carrat is 4graines in England, and 
with them about 5 graines, becauſe as aforeſaid they haue 32 graines to the 
Engliſh, being our penny weight, 

The ſaid 100 ® of Antuerparecorreſpondent with the 100 ® of Bruxels, Malines, 
Hertogenboſh, Lovain, Arſchor ; but at Barrow op Zoom 98 #. 

Ar Bruges alſo 100 ®, But Wooll weight is 108 ®, which are weighed by Stones 
of 6 ®, called Nayles,vſed alſoby the Skinners there, 8 maketh 114% Engliſh wool 
weight weighing by foure Nailes, whereof 45 Nailes make aweight,the two weighes 
make one pocket of Wooll. ; 1, 

This 100 #® of Antuerp is but 93 # at Bruges.in the weight of Butter and Cheeſe, 
weighing by ſtones of 6 #; and 20 ſtones isa Weigh, and do makealſo 189 - Markes 
of Siluer, Gold,&c. Troy weight. | FITS 

The ſaid 100 # makesat Gaund,Y pre, Dixmuyde, Hulſt,Poperinge, Tornay, Ailft, 
Mirnow, for Hops and other wares 108 ®, and alſo in the Wallons country. Andat 
Audinard, Cortryke, Lille, Daway, Santomer,and all Flanders 110 ©, 

The ſaid roo of Antuerp makeat Amſterdam bur 94 = ®, and for filkes they vſe 
the weightof Antuerp. | I. 

And all Holland, Gelderland,Walfland,and Zeland, it is 99 ®, and 110 ® only at 


Zurickzea and Tergoes maketh 107 #. | 
PrRance, 


The ſaid 100 ® of Antuerp ſubtle weigheth by the Kings weight, at 
Paris ————9g3 #, accounting 4 quarters of 25 #® to the hundreth. 
Diepe, Abbeuile, Boutdeaux,Borgoingne, &&;————94+#:; 
Roan————91 *, by the Viconte, accounting as at Paris. ortt 
Allſoby the ordinary weight, —— 94+, weighed by the ſame,and account 4 p cent. 


ouer, 
C:ir1f ordinary weight by Centeners of 112 ®, 
102 ® Almericke or weight of Genua, for filkes, ſaf- 
| fron,and ſuch like, weighing by ſmalweights,and 
Lyons ——————— abating $8 p10. _ | 
| 94 = ® by the Kings weight, topay Cuſtome by. 
1A Charge is 300 ®,aQuintal 100 #, anda Somme 
Lt 1$400 2, 
Tholouze —. 


Avignon -—{$#———— 111*; euety Centener or Quintal is 2 Frailes of 56 ®; 
Montpellier 


Rochel—— ——— 111%, and119 bythe ſmall weight. 
111 ® ordinary weight. 
Calais in Picardy—————4 92 # Merchants weight. 
eu4 ® the Engliſh wooll weight 
DOE - -.-. C102 # weight for Spices. 
Oe ——_— by : = great weight. 
| Cargaor Charge, is 270 # ſmall weight, 
Marſellit-——————1?, | 
S. Altoinhe—————17 ?, 
Aquiſmorr, | | | 7 : | 
Mirabel,-—( 102 ®. And all Francegenerally 111 #,Lyons weight are ſome to2 #, 
Calſada,—-C or 94 <as aforeſaid. 
Ofterte, os 


D SPAINE« 


Diamond 
weight, 


Bruges, 


Gaund, 


Amſterdam | 


Holland. | 


Zeeland, 
Oc. 
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SP AINE. 
Great quintal 144 # of 4 Roves of 36. 


Sevill, the ſaid Yoo ® are 107 ®by gSmalle quintal of 112 #, of 4Roues of 23 


Lefler quintal of 120 #, of 4Roues of 3o #, 
| | 105 # Is pound of 16 ounces, 
Granada and Armaria bona — 93 # Silke and Copper weight of 18 ounces, 


>» 54 ® great weight forFleſh of 32 ounces, 


Caſtile ——— 2 
Medina del Campo$ 7** ** 
—_— 7 ———3 Rotulus. 


Arragon ; Io6, 
: - 0 96%, Great weight for Wooll. 
as 131 , ſmallweight for Saffron. 


. ..- 2106 ®by Quintals of 4 Roves, of 3o ® for Spices. 
Valentia, _— 34 ®by Quintals of 4 Roves of 368, 
Carga is 3 Quintals of 360 #, and the greater of 432 #. 


The ſaid too # of Antuerp makes in Spain, 


Barſelon 


At Leon w—_ "_ "Iog9 tf, | 
Sarragoſſa—— — 12, and ſmall Quintal 131 #. 
Lavalona, Sallanico,and Magilica,—-131#, 

Vilaco, ——— —— 8 * 


The Iflands of the Canaries and all the Iſlands of $ paine vie the weights of Sevil, 
as aforeſaid. 


ſaid # make 107 Rotal The great Quintalof 108 2, 
TE Rs 0 tes "Ihe {mall Qainrall of 112 ®, containing 
, each foure Rooues of 32 #, and 28 ®, 


There is allowance made, foure vpon the hundreth vpon Sugars; and two and three 
vpon Cotton wooll and ſuch like, The ſmall Quintal is the weightof the Contracti- 
oa houſe of the Indies : Spice is weighed hereby, burall weighed by the great Quin- 


tal, and reduced vpon the lefſe Quintal, One Quintal of Wax is x = Quintal of 112, 
15168. | 


— 


(_— 
tt X ” eo 
. -- . 


Madera Y 

Cabo Verde | 

Santo Thomas #107 + Rotulesor pounds by the Quintal of 128 #. 
Guynea | 


Marocco in Barbary 
Fez and Suus in Barbary, ——496 &, 


Calicut, 80 Aracoles forthe ſaid 100 # of Antuerp ; here they ſell by Baccar or Ba- 


bar,being at Lisbone g great Quintals of 1 12 #, 


4 Quintals for 120 Aracoles. 


Baccaror Bahar i——0 20 Faracolesof 32 # p Rooveaat Lixborn is 5 Quintals. 
480 Aracoles. 


1 TALY. 


——98-# Great weight, wherewith Fleſh, 
Burter, Cheeſe, Leather, Dates, Yarne, 
copper thred, Iron,oile, Brimſtone,and 
wooll are weighed, called 4 /a groſſa - 

| An 


Venice, the ſaid 100 # is ——— 


Ween oooey +4 rote. 


Fe) 
Fr 
[e- 
EA 
Fy 
#8 
PE 


es PVYge. 3 OS IIS Rn PR > 
rd os 4 P 
6 B42 WRIStS 1 y we - 
med 4 TEAS *. . 


PAS. 0 - LOSE ada! PueEIFR Ys IX Go. IT 
RI oo ET bn ee F. 
ne 12> Sia 54 


Verona go, and for Gold Thred 
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And by the ſmall weight 4/aſotile—1 5 6 ® of 12 ounces, moſt ved forall merchan- 
diſes, euery ounce is ſix Safſi, euery Safſi 

| | of 24 Carrats, every Carrat is 4 Graines. 

They doalfoweighby thouſands of 40 Mixi of 25 ®euery one. And thete is al- 


lowance made twovpon the hundreth, in the Cuſtorne houſe, they account alfo by 


Cargaos of 400 # ſmallweight, Alſoby ſtarof 220 ® weight, howbeit ſtar is Mez- 
ſuralts, ro meaſure according tothe weight of the Goods, as Ginger 180 # Raiſins 
260 ®,Corne 130 ®. Starre containeth 54 pottles of wine at Antuerp, Iftria, Spala- 
co, Sequia, Fiume,Piran,and Trieſte, haue all the fame Weight, which the Venetians 
vie,as aforeſaid. 


Rome, 132 ©, 
The ſaid 100 # at Florence, BG Br 25 ® of 12 Ounces, 
Bolognia, 53 ® of 30 ounces to weigh Wax and Wool by 
Roues of x0 #, 
..143 ®,of 12 ounces moſt vſcd. 
Milan,Pavia,and C remonagy 32 ®of 12 ounces, being 13 of the othet. 
- 60 ® of 28 ounces forfleſh. 


Rechanate ————.——t37 #,but to gold thred but 12 ®, 


Treuiſo, Padua, 
Ferrara, Ottrante, 
Vrbino, Lanſan, 


_ 37 ®,and 108 ® by the twoQuintals; 
Ceſena, Bergamo, | Our IrY os 


143, 
136%, 


134 *. 
134 ®. 


Breſſa 184, 
Naples 12 o®Gand for Venice gold 
Romagna 120, 


Carpi, Mirandola,) 
Parma, Plaiſance, | 
Luca, Mantua, ! | | 
Forli, Carmia, >The ſaid 100 Pof Antuerp make 147 ®. 
Aquila, Crema, 

Como, Piedmont, 


Sato ———x<— 717 *,and ſmallweight 195 . 

Rauiano, Faenza, Modena,Rimano, Rauenna,and Raguza,all 132 #. 

Genes by Roues, to a Quintal of 4 Roues and 4 # ouer and aboue allowed, Pepper 
110 ®,and Ginger 114 # the Quintal, | 


f 


Puglia, Calabria 2 Rorulus the 100 loone Quintal Ot! Cantar. 


Napoli deReame : 
Macharon Mn————_ Y 


152 ®of 12 ounces. ; BOLD 
61 Rotuls of 3o ounces, is a Cyntar of 24 Seſter- 


Siciliaall the Iſland over —— tio's. _ WY 

© 54 Rotuls for fleſh by talents of r2 Seſtertio's , ts 
30 Rotulos. 
._.... 128 ® for gold thred. : 

Candia— $9 Rotules, the 100 is a Cantar or Quintal, 

Nigrepont | 

Griro 119, | 

Laarta 87 Rotules, the 100 a Cantar. 

Cataio 


D 5 Lacaonia 


I9 


— -—— ——_— — ———— 


ZO 
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Lacaonia 138 #, 78 Rotules. 


. 87 >Rotules,the x00 a Cantar. 
Conſtantinople 5 Ochaa, 


Dragma they call Merallici, of 2 + make 3 Dragmes of ours, 

The ſaid 100 ® makeat Armenia 130 ®, 

At Burſa.in Natolia 88Rotules, 

Bucca —<——————— 44 Ocha's, | | 

Damaſco 2 6 Rotules, whereof the 1 00 make a Cantar, every Cantar 5 Zurlior ones 
of 20 Rotules, a Riuola isat Antuerp 225 #. 

Tripoli 22 Rotules, 

Bieritti 2 x Rotules. 

Suria 15:6 Mina's,euery one of 100 Dragmes. 


Siria in Hebrew 80 Mina's or Maneg,and 100 is a talent of pounds 18 ounces. 


\ ---. -. -.—-- C108 Rotules, the 100 a Cantar 
exandria———=—$ 105 Rotules, the x . 
"” 2g 58 Mina's of 20 ounces, 


Kalla maketh at Antuerp 5 60 ®. 
Molucco 88 Rotules, the 112 makea Cantar. 


| & 78 Rotulesof 12 Sachoſi, or ounces 
Anda ——— 14s Y 


104 Maires or Mind's, 


Almerica Malica—9o # of 12 ounces,or 36 Man's Seſtertio'sof 3o ounces,or is 
60 Siclos, | 


Cyprus 205 Rotules,the 100 a Cantar, and the 100 of Famiagoſta are inall the 
Iſland 104. 


Rhodes 19-5 Rotules, the 100 make a Cantar. 
Scio: Fio 96 +Rotules or Scrutari. 

Corfu 97 ® great weight, and 115 ® (mall weight. 
Levante 26 Rotules and 1562, 


| AlcarioQ164 ®. 
ge 27 Rotules of 6 ® every one. 
fgypt———— < Sciba is at Antuerp, 320 ®, is Skippound. 
| Zero1iis 50 Rotules. 


Forfori tis 65 Rotules, is for Pearles. 
LZaidin is 77 Rotules. 


f 78 Mina's of 16 ounces. 


— 


Muskeand Amber 1s weighed by Metallici or Dragmes, andwith Pe ſo, whereof 
I + 1s Mertallicum,the 50 are one marke, and our marke is 42 Merallici. 


Tripoli 2 65 Rotules. 
Suria —$Achr 17 5 Rotulesthe 100, a Cantan Tambaran. 
Aleppoand Aman 2 2 Rotules, the 100 a Cantar. 
Euerte Rotule is 60 ounces, $ Metecaloor Dragmes is the Rotulo, 4.80 Metecalos 


or Metalicos is eueric one x +Peſo, and the 10 Pefv's is an Ouga or Ongia, where- 
with Ciuet is weighed. 


b, 


Oelago? 120®, 


Nicoſia 


Barbary 
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474 $92 ®. 
Arcadia 3} 3 ®, for Mauigette, 


Tripol1 
Thanes ©63 Rotules, 


| 
| 94 Rotules, the Cantaris 5 Roues of 20 Rotules, 
log x38 ® for ſpices, and the Cantar is 4 Roues. 
Barbary : On" 50 Rotules for Corne, every Cantar 6 Rotules. 
61 Rotules for Cotton wooll, 15 toa Cantar, 
65 Rotules for Cottonwooll. 
na—B 75 Rotules for $ _— 
94 Rotules for © oOrne, 
Sus in Africaby the Quinral of 100 # of Seuill, 
L 


Feas, the Quineal is 66 ®of Antuerp of 18 ounces, 


GrrRMANIEe. 
The ſaid 100 # of Antuerp maketh as followeth, at 


Norenborgh 
Conſtance Sh ® of 16 ounces or 32 Loott, ſome by the Centener of 100 #, and 


Spiers ſome of 120 #, 
Bibrach 
Collen—93-: # 


Ausburgh 


Munch 
ED 
Norlingen 


Salborgh—1 11 by the ſmall nk. _ 3 ” by the great. 


x00 ®, Zigoſtatica is the Princes, weight, matke, pounds of fixteene 
Meyſenand ; | 


all Saxonie, 


Ounces. 
96 ® Merchants weight. 
14.8 ® of 12 ounces, 


Frankford Y 

Hecdelborgh 

Lipfich 

Friburch 
Vime, Ifaf »96 ®,they dovſethe Centiner of 100 #,120®,and 132, 
Offenof Offner | | 
Baſle | 
Coftuts 
Dompſtetter | 


Botſen 21 $ 38 ® ordinary weight. 
Adler $ 91 # toweigh Steele, Tinne, and Copper. 


B re i: 


I” 


120 ®by Centiners of 132 #, and Stones of 24 #,whereof 5 Stones make 


Sileſia a Centener, 


Pooſen 


Prage 

Canali 

Paſſau > 87 8, 
Gern 

Regensborgh 


Vienna 


The weight 
of the laſt of 
COLRCs 


Rie, 
Wheat. 
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Vienna - 32 Loott 
Erturd BB) ®, a ſumofQuick-ſiluer 1s 275 # ol 28 Quints Bche Pe, 
on 572 Penning 
Looſcn 14.6 ®. 


EAaSTLAND. 


The ſaid 100 ® of Antuerp make at | 
Hamborogh TRIES. HERE mam ST 2390 96 e. the Centener is I20 ® of 10 # to the 
ſtone, 3o0o ® to the Skippound , or 20 


Liſpound of 15 #, 
Lubecke——————— 9, TheCentener 112 ®, the Stone ro ®, 
and 32 ſtone toa Skippound, and the 20 
Coppengen 96 # as Lubecke Liſpound of 16 marke pound isa Skip- 
_ Do pound alſo. 
Berghen in Norway ————-——96*, butvery vncertain weighing with a ſling, 


Straelſont 92 ®, the ſtone 10 #, and the Liſpond 16. 
Statin is 96 ®, ſmall ſtone 10 ®, great ſtone 21 #,the Centener 112 ®. 
Stockholm in Sweden 120 #, the Skippound is 320 ®, and alſo 340 &F, 


 asat Danſicke by ſtones of 34 #., 
Reuell 120 ®, and the Skippound is there 4.00 #. 


Danſicke 120 ®, 16 marke pound are one Liſpound,and 20 Liſpound one Skippound 
by the ſmall ſtone of 24 ® for ſpices,8&c. | 


They haue alſoa great ſtone to weigh groſle wares,as wax,flax,and the like of 34 # 
whereof 10 to the Skippound of 340 #. 
Coninxborogh 125, the ſtone 15 40 ®,and ro ſtones one Skippound of 4.00 ® they 


doalſo weigh 350 #, for the Skippound of Danſicke which is very dangerous, be- 
ſides that the citiſens are much fauoured, , 


Meluin is 124. , the ſtone 4o #. 2; 

Riga is 120 ®, and 20a Liſpound,and 20 Liſpound tothe skippound, 
Thoren 1 20 ©, the ſtone is 24 ®. | 

Nareca 120 #, agreeing with the weightofRipa. 

Wilde is likewiſe 120 #, and 20 ® one Liſpound. 

Cracou is 124 ®, and the Centener is 136 #, 


The skippound is vſed in many places ; and as in Italy and other countries a Carga 
or Charge is the loading ofa horſe of 300 or 400 # : ſo the skippound is taken for the 
lading of corne ina ſhip, quaſi Shippond, asa diuident of a Laſt of corn;and as a pound 
is diuided,into 12 or 16 ounces, ſo is the ſhip-laſt diuided into 12 or 16 parts. As for 
example, at Danſicke 16 skippound for the Laſt of 340 # foreuery skippound which 
is the Laſt of Rie,which is at Antuerp 283 #, ſo the ſaid Laſt4245 ® :and of whear 
4528, Ar Riga and the Nerua 12 skippound 4000 #, at Melvynand Connixbo- 
rough 5200 &, in the Low-Countries 1s 16 ſhippound for Wheat, at 300 ® maketh 
4800 ®, and 14 skippound for Rie 1s 4200 #, ſoby theweight is the Laſt of Danſick 
bigger and heauter than the Laſt of Amſterdam : and you ſee the difference of weight 


between Wheat and Rie. Theſe pounds are called Marke pounds, beeing of 2 markes 
to the pound to be knowne thereby to be pounds of 1 6 ounces, 


ho *] Osſeruations concerning the manner off Weighing, 


O weigh with few pieces or Weights, take Weights of augmentation double, 
namely 1 #, 2,4,8, 16, 32, and 64, making together 127 ®, and with theſe ſe- 

uen pieces you may weigh all things vntill 127 # :and with treble augmentarions, as 
I, 3, 9,27,81,243,40d 729 ®, vntill tog #. Bur the double augmentation is more 
commodious for Germanic and England,where the Centener of 112 & isvicd, 
ey by There 
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There muſt be a ſpeciall regard had concerning the beames or ballances, for the ju- 
ſtifying of chem, If itbee an iron beame, try the ſame emprty,and afterwards loaden 
with equall weights :and it itbea woodden beame,it happeneth many times that the 
_ ends are not euen, or that the irons about the ends are remooued more on the one fide 
than the other ; therefore try the ſaid beam both empty and loaden,and you may find 
a great difference in weight, which with knocking in the iron with a hammer may be 
remedied, 

Whereas the weight of Antuerpe (whereupon all the aforeſaid correſpondences 
are calculated) is bigger than the weight of London foure vpon a hundreth, which 
may be thought a benefit ; the ſame is not ſo tobe accounted, becauſe of thecuſtome 
4 pro cento for Trett, allowed betweene the buyerand the ſeller,at London,which ta. 


keth away thebenefir. This Trett is taken by dividing your Weight ſubtil by 2 6,0- 


therwiſe you ſhould allow as it were Trett ypon Trett. | 

The Romans held a Cuſtom to name or call euery mans Capitall or ſtock, a pound 
or As, diuiding the ſame into twelue ounces,cuery ounce into 24 Scruples,2 88 fcru- 
ples to the pound : Befſe was = of the pound, or 8 ounces Sextula of an ounce. Duellum 
of the pound is Bina Sextula, or = part, Sicilicws is 6 ſcruples, Dragma 3 ſcruples, And 
{o in the making of their Vills aud Teſtaments, they put downe one to be heire of 
Beſle, 1s 192 ſcruples, twooft an Oxrcia is = part, or 24. ſcruples, 3 of Semiſſa is< a 
ſcruple, 4 of Dxello, is 8 {cruples ; in all 368 ſcruples, there beeing but 288 ſcruples in 
the pound:ſo euery mans portion muſt be ratably diminiſhed according to the pound. 
Cicero made the Teſtament of Ceſinne, ex deunce o ſeuuncia,zwas == parts, and of Marcus 
Fulviws of 2 Sextulawas —;. There 1salſo Ebutio ſextula, beeing —=;, and ſo the maſſe 
of their goods was deſcribed, 

Ofone pound of 12 ounces, Sextans is two ounces, Quadrans 3 ounces, Tries foure 
ounces ; and ſo accordingly the goods were diſtributed incquitie. By means whereof 
the Teſtators wealth was not knowne, and when he gaue more than the proportion A- 
rithmerticall camevnto, the order was to reducethe ſame to the pound of 288 ſcruples 
by diminution of every mans rate accordingly. The cuſtom vied by many now to giue 
certainties, and the remainder in vncertaintie is to be preferred. . | ney 


«| Weizhts for Monies, and their correſpondence for moſt places of traffique. 


FT" Here is another weight which is vſed inthe Mints for Gold and filuer, which is 
the Marke weightof 8 ounces. This marke weight is heauier at Antuerpe than 
their ordinary pound, by fiue vpon the hundreth. FRA ; 
This marke is diuidedin 20 Engliſh, every Engliſh 32 Graines ; ſo one marke 1s 
5120 of their Graines. + tang s ane” 
This manner of marke weight is vſed in moſt Countries,howbeit in ſome placesof 
Italy by pounds of 12 ounces otherwiſe diuided, : ; 
In England the pound Troy of 12 ounces is divided into 20 penny weight, euerie 
ounce and euery penny weight into 2 4 graines, which in Antuerp vpon the mark isdt- 
uided into 32 graines. So the pound Troy of 12 ounces at London is but. 57560 
Graines z whereas the marke of Antuerp being but 8 ounces, is 5120 gratas,as aboue 
ſaid. VWhereof we intend to treat more amply in our ſecond Part of the Law-Mer- 
chant. on 


There isalſo vſed a penny weight, which is diuided ; themarke in 8 Ounces, the 


ounce in 24 penny weight, and the penny weight 1n 24 graines,making the ſaid mark 
of 8 ounces tobe 4008 graines. = 
The Marke is dinided at Rome in 3 Qunces. - 
The ounce in eight Dragmes. 
A dans 3 {cruples. 
The Mark weight of Rome «Scruple 2 Obolus. 
Obolus 3 filiqua's. , a 
ili M1 or grains:{oeucry mark 15 460 , 
aSiliqua 4 Primi or grains;locuery Marx 18 4 4 a 


The maner of : 
the Romanes © 
to make theit * 
Wills and Te+ - 
ſaments, *I 
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Markes 8 ounces. 
; Ounce 24. penny or Deniers. 
Meyſen in Saxony, ——— "I 24 grains or Momenta, is alſo 4608 Momen- 
ta tothe Marke, 


Marke 8-ounces . 
I 


Danſicke in Eaſtland ——+———g Ounce 32 penny 3 Is 512 1n the Marke. 
_ | EPenny 2 Heller 


Marke 1 6 Loot, 
Loot 4 Quintes. 
Nortiborough, — —<—— — «Quints 4 Prime ot Numulos. 
= Penny 4 Seſtertio's,is the mark 2 5 6 Penny,or 1024. 
Seſtertio's, 


Marke $8 ounces 


Se WD Ounce 8 grofles( 
France ——"————"J6Grolle 3 \ Fa [s 4608 Graines the Mark. 


_ Denier 2 4 grains 


Marke $ ounces 
Portugal, ——————— YOunce 2 Oitavo's $288 graines tothe Marke. 
Ss Oitavo 4 + great Graines, | 


Marke 8 ounces. ; 
\xOunce 4. quarts or Silico's, 
Venice,” WEE rr Quarta: 36 Carats or Siliqua's. 
Carrat 4 graines, is 4.608 graines to the Marke, © Ot 
I152 Siliqua's. 


- &Pound i in 12 ounces 
Florence —— [LON 24 deniere &6 912 graines the marke. 
Deniere 24 graines, | 


Gold, __ Siluer, 
Marke 8 ounces. Pound 12 ounces. 
Genas——Ounce 24 denters. Ounce 24 deniers, 
&Denier 24 grains. Denier 24. graines, 


Naples, a pound I2 ounces, and an ounce 8 Oany. 
\ 16 Lootor Tetradragmes, 
21 + Tridragmes, 
32 Didragmes 
64 Dragmes. 
Beſſe, or old marke of Fo RO-3 oG Obotus or Treobolus. 
LV wool. 
384 Obolos. 
7 68 Miobolos. 
(3340 Momenta. 


ſ\_ 64 Denarios. 
128 Quinarios. 
The old pound of the Romans, | 25 6 Seſtertios. 
called Pondus, ——— 640 Aﬀles. | 


1280 Semilibella's. 
(2560 Terancios, 
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ſ 12 Ouncesor gilders; 
84 Denarios. 
168 Victoritatus. 
-——& 336 veſtertios, 
| 8492 Aſles. 


— 


Libra Romana, ——= 


3320 Quadrantesor Teruncios., 


15 040 Sextantes. 


We haue declared heretofore the diuiſion of the pound weight for wares; and the 
correſpondence of the hundreth #, compared tothe 100® Suttle of Antuerp, And 
now in the ſame manner we ſhall note the correſpondence likewiſe by the hundrech 
markesof Antuerp toall the ſaid places or moſt of them, which is called the weighr 
greeable with the 100 markes of Bridges, and containing 


ofthe Duke of Burgondie,a 
14 ounces to the pound; 


The faid 100 markesof Antuerp make in all places following. 


Saxony. Danficke, ?) 

Meylſen. Milan. | 

Collen. Vicenza, | 

Treci:; Lipfich. - >105+-Matkes; 
Mens. Vime. | | 

Erfurd. Frankefoord. | 

Grecia. Ausborough. j 
Noremborgh. Bauiere. ? 

Francona, . Bamberg. | 


Wiſklbourgh. Fribourgh. 


Ancona. Triuiſo. $1035 Markes. 
Roma. Crema. | 
Venice, Verona. 3 


Piedmont and Turin —— 99 Markes. 
Florence 72 pounds. : 
Aquila 71, 


Naples. 
Calabria, 
Puglia. 
Adler. 


Vienna. 
Hungary, 
Bothner. 
Bohemia, 


7 6=Ponnds; 


87 Markes. 


Breſla in Sileia 121 -Markes. 


pv, cet 
Genua, 9192:Markesthe Kings weight. 

_ - 2 116 Markes for gold. 
Genes, —& 77 Markes for filuer or pounds. 


Spaine 107 Markes. 
Catalonia 100 Markes. 
Burgas I 16=Markes, 


Conſtantinople; 
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Correſpon- 
dence of mea- 
ſurge. 


Conſtantinople. 


Turkie. 
Africa. V Markes, 
Narſinga. 


Perou. 


NouaSpagnia. $87:Markes, 


Xgypt 94 Beſles. 
Perſia 87 Minas. 


The premiſes are apptied for our inſtruction in the handling of Mint affaires more 
at large. 


< Here followeth the deſcription of the Meaſures, 


LV Hereas all Commodities, Vares,or Stuffes made of Wooll, Linnen, Silke, or 
' Haire,are meaſured by the Elle,or Yarde,whichwas taken vpon the meaſure or 
length of the arme, accounting the halfe Elle for Cabitws, divided into foure quarters, 
andeuery quarter into foure inches: we ſhall alſo follow the Elle at Antuerp, gene- 
rally knowne and obſerued in all places,in the correſpondence and buying of forraine 
commodities by it,reducing the ſame afterwards toour elle or yarde. 
The hundreth ells of Antuerp make inthe countries following. 


ENGLAND. 


60 Ells for linnen Cloth with the palme and thumbe meaſured. 


75 Yards for woollen Cloth with the thumbewhich is of a yard. 
London «59 Godes to meaſure Frizes or Frizadoes, 


61 Ells Cords to meaſure Rowan Canuas whereof the Centener is 20 
Elles, 16 Cords toa Centener of 12 Elles. 


Scotland 72 Elles, and they reckon with fix ſcore to the hundreth, is r20, 


Fur Low Covnrrlts. 


Antuerpe for filke wares is but 98=Elles, 
Bridges inthe ſhops is alſo 98 =, but for linnen is but 94 + Elles. 


Gaunt. 
Audenarde | 


Yſenghem (Call 98 + Elles,and all Flanders and Brabant accordingly,and not named 
Damme {, hereunder, 


Ipre 

Sluys 

Dunkercke 

Honſcotten : 100 Elles, 


Caſſell, Wynockxborough, Deyſe, Lowe, 
Bolducke, Bruſelles, Dieſt, Louain make 102 Elles, 
Lile, Cambray, Doway,Orfies, Meanen and Maſfiers 96 Elles. 


Amſterdam 101+. Harlem inthe market 94 + Elles for linnen. 
All Holland beſides is 1 03-Elles. 


Henault 94<inthe markers,but in ſhops 98+ Elles. 2 

Gelderland and Ouerryſell 104-Elles. 

Middleborough 190 Elles,and in the market for linnen 94<Elles, 
DE et Sem were Ween eerneRe Of, We Fliog 


"wi y a 
"0 


OE” Co CY Ae em" 2 $6. wt 
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| Fliſing 104 Elles,Verc 94 Elles,Goes 97 Elles,Romerſwall gg Blles 


Artois all the whole prouince 98=Elles. 
Tourney 108 Elles. 

Liege 1 14 DS. 

Maeſtricht, Aſlelr, : 

Namen,and Abe 194 Elles, 
Conyn but 7o Elles. 

Hoye 102 Elles. 


FRANCE. 
The ſaid 100 Elles of Antuerpe make atRouen 58 Elles,the Centener of Elles belg 


112 of 4 quarters of 28 Elles. 


Pariz,Rochell,and all France, the following places excepted, 9 Elles, 


Nantes, Abbeuile,and all Picardie 84. Elles. 


60Elles for linnencloth. 
94 = Elles for {ilkewares. 


| 60 Elles. 
Auignon } 36 Cannes, 


Pronence—36 Cannes. 


36 Cannes for filke, 
33 = Cannes for woollen cloth. 


Lyons—} 


Marſelles 3 
Geneua 60 Stabb, 
I TAt1E. 


Iftrica 


Venice $ ol = Braces forwoollen cloth. 
Piran 


108 for filkes and cloth of gold. 


I 22+ Braces for filkes. 
II6 Elles for woollen cloth. 


OE g 33 Cannes 


Florence 3 


r105-<for woollen cloth. » 


Lucaand Raguza 120. 
Ferrara, Modena, 
Mantua, Perato, 
Ancona, Ceſena, 
Bologna, Carpi, 
Nigropont, Mirandola. 


107- Braces: 


I 04. = Braces, 
Verona 7 08 Braces of cloth of gold. 
86 Braces, 


109= Braces. 


Parma 91 Braces. 


Ravenna, Scio, Corfu 1 164, 


= 


32 Cannes for woollen cloth of g palmesthe cane. 
29 Canes of linnencloth of x0 palmes tothe cane, 


- 122 Braces. | ; 
Gn J 88 Palmes for ſilke wares,and 104 palmes is giuen for 34. Elles. 
So Vicenza 


E 4 


, - 
——_—_— OOLEEPEISS 25. doe 
_— - — 


on ———— on _ 
— —— ——_— _ 
* 
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Views of R forwoollen cloth and 80 + Braces for filkes, 
Naples 116 Canes and 33 + Canes. 


| Padua 101 = forcloth,and 83+ Braces for filkewares, 


; 120 Braces Campido for linnen cloth. 
Milan "hp Braces for filke,which muſt be conditioned, 


Rauenna 113 Braces. 


Breſſa, Treuira, 
Crema, Bergamo, 
* 7h l01=Braces 
Rechanati, Vrbin. gs . 
Cremona, Lacaia. 


Peſaro 103,and for Cloth x07 Braces. 


Forms FRI $345 Canes of 4 pichy tothe Cane. 


Gira 124 Pichy,Rama 115 Pichy,Salonici 109 Pichy, 
Tripoli in Barbary 124 Pichy,of 4 toa Cane. _ 
Lavalona 1171,Nigroponte and Lepanto 113 Pichy, 
Alexandria, Larta 1 24 Pichy. 

Siria, Damaſco, Bruti 111 = Pichy. 


hc xy 112 Pichy. 
Suri Achri 115 Pichy. 
it OAlepo 


Burſa in Natolia 114 Pichy,Bucia 158 Pichy. 


113 Pichy, 
80 Pichy for canuas. 
Archipelago + 
I ms C 100, 
31 Canes for clothes. 
33 Canes for ſilkes. 


Calabria, Adler, Lanſan, Malaca,Rhode, 23= Canes; 
Candia 108 Pichy, Sebenico, Zara 152 Braces. 


ConſtantinopleF 


Puglia 


EASTLAND., 
Embden 


Brema Cr 22-Elles, 
Hamborough 


Lubecke 120 Elles; 
Munſter 65 Elles. 
Oſenbrigh 63 Elles. 
Wiſmar 118Elles. 
Roſticke 119Elles. 
5. ues 122<Elles; 


Statin,Ockermond, ro6 Elles; 


Danſicke,and Melvyn,t22 Elles, 
Connixborough 1 25 Elles, 


Rigaand Reuell x25 Elles, Narua 125 Atfins, 


Syeden - 


—_—_—C——_—— 
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GErMANIE. 


Collen 1230 Elles. 


Norenboroughy 105 Elles for filke and linnen wares. 
Meyſen ; 
Lipſich 


Ausborough 21 27 forcloth, 
Franck ford 125 for linhen. 


Halleand Meydelborch, 105 Ellese 


I20 for cloth, 


Prage 
Breſlo gr r1 Elles,and for filke wares 120 Elles. 
Baurſon 


Vienna 77 < for linnen,$85=< for clothand filke. 
Ofner 3 ' ;aRegenburch 78 -Elles. 


Vim 120,and for woollen cloth 96 Elles. 
Ernfurd 165 Elles. Ienfer 60 Stabb. 
Zurich 116=Elles. Baſell 125 Elles. 


SO paAIlNE, 


Caſtill and Toledo,$5 Varas of 4 Quartos,cuery quarto 2 Palmes; 


81 Varas. 
Cadez c o8Elles for filke. 


Andaluzia, Seuill, Granado 83 + Varas. 
Barſelona, Aragon,qz Cannes. 
Saragoſia 33 Cannes, 

Valentia 73 Cannes. 


PorTvGaL ts. 
62 Varas, 


Lisborne ; 83 Vaſks, 
Ivo Couados for Silke Wares. 


Maroco.Capo d'Algier 1364+ Couados,oftwelue toone Cane. 


The Meaſure of wet Commoaznes. 


He Romanes in times paſt, called the wet Meaſure by Ounces, as we doe the piftrence tie; 
weight; accounting ten Ounces Ponderales,tor twelue Ounces Menſurales : fo Se- tween pounds 
ghreene Ounces weight meaſure,and 2 14 Ounces Menfurales, 


ſtarinus Romanorum was Ci 
or wet Meaſure. 


Ar Meyſon in Saxony twentie Ounces Porderales, make twenty foure Merſurates, 
Ar Lypſich thirtie two Ounces wet Meaſure, to 26+ Ounces weight Meaſure ; 


A Hog- 


the difference of correſpondence from fiue to fix. 


Sweden and Stockholm 125 Elles, but ar Batrow vncertaine, for th 


ey meaſure ch 
bigneſſe of your head with a rope for an Elle, and may be 120 Elles y mealure the 


or ounccs, 
Powderales and 
Menſuraley, 


Lex eMercatoria. 


 Obſemations 


for the lading 
of Ships by 
weight and 
meaſure, 


Obſcruations 


| Warme watcr 
lighter than 
cold water, 


CE ———. 
% 


A hogſhead of Wine weigheth 500 #, the Caske 50 ®: loin Wine 450 #. 

A hogthead of Corne 400 #,the Caske 50 #,is Nerto 350 # in Corne. 

So one Tunne of Wine weigheth Nett 1800 #, and with the Caske 2000 #. 

And one Tuane lading of Corne 1600 #, being in Caske allo. 

Two Tunnes are accounted for one Laſt : ſo two Tunnes of Wine 4000 ® and 
ſomewhat more; and in Hogſheads there ſhould be but= parts of a Laſt. 

At Dort in Holland, they call a great Veſlell, a Rod of Wine, which weighed 
4500 ®, asa laſtof Corne, comparing theſe 4.5 00 ® Menſurales, by reduftion of fix 
to five, are 3750 ®, Ponderales ,1s 12 + Ames. Now it you account the gallon of 
Wineof Antuerp toweigh 6, the capacitie of this Veſſellis 15 Ames, being 750 

allons. | 

The Rod,is a Rod quadrant, of tenne foot long, and tenne foot broad, and one foor 
deepe,cuery foot containing 7 - gallons Antuerps Meaſure,or 4 = foot Cubice, 

The Romanes had a Meaſure called Amphora,of foure great teet, as are vicd at Pa- 
ris, Cubice 64 foot of 11+ of the Antuerp gallon: ſo you (hall finde the Rod of 550 
gallons ſer downe for ſo many ounces ; and tenne CH x/ades fOr looo gallons Dorts, 
in the lieu of pounds, 


(Wine or raine water ———— ——-5»5, 

| Of divers River water————{5 , &, 

Oyle of Butter ———————gz; ?, 

Beanes and Peaſe——— 7; @, 

Amphora, of the Romanes wet Mea | Linſeed — — ————— 392, 
ſure, is 84 #, or 72 #®, weight Meaſure,q Corne—— eqn 
is5o ® weight of Antuerp, andin Almonds —— 42 ®, 
Raiſins _—_ ——————_ —49 #P_ 

 Figges and Cheſnurs— - 67 8. 

ff Hohy——————— ze, 

____ CQuickefiluer —— ——$50 &. 


Peaſe grinded weigh more than Corne, the roundnefle giueth cauſe to haue more 
roomth,and differeth from 7 to 9g. : 

Warwe water 1s lighter than cold water; and conſequently the cold warer, as the 
heauler, will ſooner runne through a hole than the warme warer, for the weight of the 
cold water preſſeth more. LOS 

Oyle and all greafie things are light, and therefore ſwimme aboue, and burne, Di- 
{tilled waters are yet lighter, and will ſwimme aboue the oyle, and alſo burne better, 
being more combulible. 

The caske which is made for the keeping of wine doth differ much ; in France, a 
tunne of two pipes,three puncheons,and foure hogheads,is euery one of theſe ſix Ames 
of Antuerps meaſure. 

In Germanie they call ita Fother, or the carriage of the drawing of two horſes, is 
calleda Yoeder wyns, and they account 2 < Rodds for afotherof wine, or renne French 
hogſheads,cuery hogſhead being an Ame of wine meaſure of Dort,wherby they mea- 
ſure and account their wines, namely, the Reniſh-wines comming our of Germany, 
whereof the Staple is kept at Dort aforeſaid, An Ame is 100 gallons or ſtoooen, and 
eucry Gallon is ten Schreaues,meaſuring thereby by the great. : 


« Of the correſpondence of Wine Meaſures, 


T He correſpondence of Wine Meaſure is taken vpon the veſſel! of 6 Ames Mea- 


ſureof Antuerp,conraining 3 00 Stoops,cuery Stoop weighing 6 pound called a 
Stone,which 6 Ames make in v2 pn EEDEA NES | 


FraANCE; 


—C. ———_ 
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FrANCE. 


Ar Paris and | TRE | 
ods Hogſheads, lacking teÞ Stoops,cuery Hogſhead 3t 2 Stoops; 
and at Paris 36 Sextiers, euery Sextier foure quarts, euety quart 
two pintes, is 288 pints or graines imitated as before; euery pinte is 
two Choppins or Ovles. 
Bourdeaux 4+ Hogſheads 
Lisborne 5 = Hogſheads, 
Auxere in Burgondy 3 Puncheons: 
Poicou 2 Pipes. 
Coniac 2 Pipes, or foure Hogſheads: 
Ay and Artois 4 = Hogſheads. 


ENGLAND. 


London 2 52 gallons, thegallon is halfe a buſhell of Corne, and the Chs meaſure of 
the Grecians. Soan Ame is 42 gallons of wine, OI 


SpAINE; 


Romani ———- | 

Seresor Sherry, qTwo Pipes of 150 Stoops, or x Butt and euery Butt, is at An- 

Canarie —9 tuerp 158 Stoops. They meaſure by the Rooue of 3o0®, is 5 Stoopt 
of Antuerp, and cuery Butt containeth thirtie Rooues, and the 
Pipes containe 3o Roones of 28 # weight, 

Condado is 2 Butts. 

Madera 2 Pipes lacking 16 Stoops. | 

Seuill 5 6—Rooues of Romani. A rooue is eight Somer,cuery Sotner foure Quartils, 

euery Quartill is -of a Stoop of Antuerp, | 

They deliuer 27 and 28 Rooues ina Pipe. 

But Oyle meaſure by 40 and 4 1 Rooues in the Pipe. 

Anſoy or Baſtard,z Pypes 16 Stoops for the ſaid 6 Ames. 


| EROL AIR oo ii. 4 


PorTVGALTL. 


27 = Almudas of 14 Rooves of Seuill. = 
Lisbome.) Euery Almudas is 12 Couados,or Somer,at Seuill. 
Couado is 4 quarts. 


Oyle Meaſure by Alqueri or Cantar,euery Alqueri ſix Couados, every Cantaf 
foure Stoops of Antuerp, | 
Algarue 34 Starre. 


[TALL 


Florence 16=Barrells of 20 Fiaſchi, or 18 Stoop of Antuerp, the three Barrels is one 
 Star,and Star is 54 Stoops Antuerp 


x 


Rome 7<Brenten,cuery Brent 96 Pockall or 13 + Rubes or tones of 10 ®of 30 oup- 
ces in one Brent,or 4.2 ſtoops of Antuerp for Hony,the pound is 44 ounces. 
Candia 80 Moſtaches,in Buttof 34 and 35 Moſtaches of 3 = Stope. 
Bolognia 1 3 Corbes wy 
Padua 1 — Cara, The Oyle is by Millier of 1185 #, isat Antugrp 1100, maketh 
52 Stopes in one Bute, nes 
Venice 


( 


32 
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Venice 80 Moſtati, the 38 make one Butt, and 76 an Amphora, 16 +Quart1 Beſonts 
meaſure the foure one Bigontz Bigonts,is a French Hogſhead, one quart,eighteene 


Stopes of Antuerp. 15 =Quarti meaſure, Secchio, or ſmall meaſure of fore Tiſ- 
chaufer, 


. 4 Bigonts, or Bigontines, 
Amphora.Yr 6 Quarti Bigots meaſure. 
.18<- Quarti Secchio. 


Lagel, isa Puncheon, Amphora is two Ames, for Oyle they meaſureby Amphora al- 
t0,and for Hony,but moſt by Milliar of 1210 ®. 


1- Cara, | 
Verona B. 4 Brentes,cuery Brent 16 Baſſes. 
Oyleby Milliar,of 1738 ®, is Brenten 8, and 11 Baſſes, 


Ferrara, 12 Naſtelli,of 8 Seccheio. 


Vicenza, 1; Cara,the oyle by the Milliar of Venice. 
Treuiſo, 11 Conſi, the 16 one Cara. 


Corfu 


Cai £37 Lare,or Sare. 


Ictria, 15 Venas,Prian 12 Vrna, Tunes 60 Mataliof 32 Rotules, 
Tripoli in Barbary,q5 Metares of 42 Rotules. 
Conftantinopolis 180 Almes. 


- 96+ Almes of Oyle,isat Venicea Milliar. 
Calabria's Salmes. 


Puglia 8 Salmes are French Barrels, Oyle alſo 8 Salmes, euery Salme, ro Star, euery 
Star 32 Pignatol. 


Of the Correſponaence of Beere Meaſares. 


He Barrell of Beere is made according tothe Ame of Antuerp, and againſt | p1l- 
ling, accounted 54 Stoops in Flanders and Brabant, 


The Barrell of Beere in Holland containeth 54. Stoops at Amſterdam 56+ Stoops, 
accounting, 60 Stoops for 64 Flemiſh. 


At London the Barrell of Beere thirtie fix gallons beere meaſure, is fortie eight 


gallons wine meaſure. Euery gallon of Beere is juſt two Stoops in Flanders, an at 
Amſterdam 1 = Stoops, 


The Barrell of Lubicke,is juſt 50 Stoops of Antuerp. 
The Fatt of Danſicke containeth 180 Stoops,of Danſicke is Antuerp 81. 


Ola Meaſures of the Romanes. 


He Latines and ancient Romanes had Doleurm which was 1 ©, Culews which was 
2010 ®weight of Antuerp. 


Cules did containe 20 LAmphora being Amphora 8) ® Menſurales, and Ponderales 
69 ®,maketh the Calexs 1380 # of Antuerpe. 

Amphora (is yet almoſt in vſe in all Italy and Germanie) was alſo called Cade. 
Quadrantal _ a Tubb portable betweene T# ofa great foot Cubice, alſo Ciraminium 
vint is asat London the Buſhell of corne of eight gallons of Wine, weighed 60 ® of 
Antuerpe. Yinais+ Amphora quod vrinet was a leaking bucket, alſoa tankard where- 
with wane 1s carriedat London, Three Vrnas was 16 Stoopes or a Seſtier weighing 
347 


Corgius was a bottell of farewell, of 1-; ſtoope, or an Engliſh oallon, maketh at 


Meyſcn 


——————————— ——__ SS 


. Ln * - ” 
. _—_ — ——_ —_— ed "— = 
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Meyſen 3 pots, weigheth 8 =, Camſaces istheſame, Sextariue is -of Congews, Or about 
one pinte of Antuerp, 

There was Sextarizs Caſtrenſis of double the meaſure, which was vſed in the wars to 
euery ſouldier one dayly,weighing 23'= ounces. | 

Hemizaisat Antuerpand Meſleyn halfea pint, calledalſo 4lbiftrem. Triblium an 
oile glafle weighed 11 + ounces, 

Acetabulum was a goblet to bring vineger to the table, of z onnces. 

Cyatrs,'in Germany Bacherline,is 4 ſpoone- full, or aſmall Romerken weighing two 
ounces, is the bigneſle of the egge of a hen. | 


20 Amphores, 
40 Vrna's of 4, Congios. 
1 60 Congios of 6 Sextarios. 
EEE 960 Sextarios, 
CME ts ————— 1920 Heminas, 
2840 Quartas. 
7680 Acetabula. 
(11520 Clatosor Ciatos. 


q Meaſures of the Grecians. 


MF" 4 metiendo, called Artababy the Egyprians, is 1 6= ſtoop, or a Seſtier, atid 
weighes Ioo Rar Antuerp. 

Chus is Congius Romanoram, about 1= top, adrinke of farewell which they dranke 
one to another, weighed 8 4, o” 

Cotila is Romanorum Hemina(the Spartans in their feaſts gaue no more toeniery ohe) 
is halfe a pint. The King had 2 weight, 11 = ounces, __ 

Ouartanias is = Of a pint, weighing 5 4 ounces, 

Oxibaphum is as Acetabulum of 3 4 ounces, or 14 Ciatos, | 

Metreta Laconica was lefle, as Amphora of the Romans of 96 Citila's, 

Modios or Medzmios is 8 ſtoops of Antuerp. 

Metretes is 12 Chws, or 144. Cotile's, ot 576 Oxibaphaof 1 + Ciatos, 

Bats or Bathis is + Metretes, or 6 Hina's every Hina 8<@. 

Logni is 5 Egges of = #®, There were three ſores of Egges vied: 


1 Meaſures vſed by Phyſitians. 

C 72 Sextarios of 4 quartas. 
288 Quartario's , or | 

12 Choas of 6 Sextar. 

-72 SEXtarios of 2 Cotilas. 
144 Cotilas. 
288 Quartas. 
576 Oxibapha., 
{864 Ciatos. 


Metretes = 


| ' 10 Dragma. 

| 4 ſmall Miſtra, 
4 2 greatMiſtra, 
6" 2 ſmal Conchas 


3 


5 Chemas. ” 
o Cochlearia or ſpootſall, 


«} Meaſures of Arabia, 
Dorathis Albi, Romans Amphora, Johem cage Remanoram 


Ciatos is 1+ & 
| 


| 2 oreat Conchas. 
C1 


Dorarks 


24 Lex eMercatoria, 
mn Þ 8 lohem. Cophinus 3 ſtoop. 
| 48Kifr, Maresor Pontes 1 ſtoop, 


96 Corbin. Dadix 4 Roops, meaſures of Boetia, 
Dorath is 192 Keliath. 


284 Caſlich. 
376 Cuatum, 
L2304 Salgerin, 

Artaba mealure of Egypt is 72 Sextario's of 7 2 Nations known (then in the world) 
tobe ; Collatamis 6 ſtoops, Chenix a ſtoop, Hiariais g ſtoops, Phiala or Briala is agilt 
Cup. | 

., q Of the correſpondence of the meaſures of Corne, 


" He differences of the Corne meaſures are very neceſſary to be known of all mer- 
chants and maſters of hip, letting thereupon their ſhippes to freight , the Laſt 
(which is two Tunnes lading) being the ground-worke of it) vſcd in all the harbours 
of the ſea coaſts diverſly, Foure and twenty {mall barrels are accounted for a Laſt,as 
Herring barrels, being 18 Beere barre[s,or 18 Ames of Antuerpe,which are 3 Tuns of 
wine, and yet wereckon two tuns of wine for a Laſt, for two tuns of wine weigh the 
weight ofa Laſt of corne, that1s to ſay, one hogſhead 500 ®, the two tunnes 4000 # 
accordingly, and 12 hogſheads of corne weighing 350 # the hogſhead , beſides rhe 
Caske, is 4200 #®, But the corne is laden looſe, and filleth the room full. One paund 
of wheat containeth about 9000 grainesof wheat, and the Laſtof 4300 ® is ſo ma- 
ny ninethouſand graines in a Laſt. The corne meaſure moſt known 1s in Latine Ao- 
dizs, a meaſure; in Germany a older, inthe Low-countries a 2vdae, in France May; 
and the Laſtdiftering inſo many places, it is not amiſſe to account the weight of a 
Laſt of wheat from 4200 to 4.800 ®, the Laſt of Rie from 4ooo to 4200 ®, the Laſk 
of Barley from 3000 to 3400 #., Oats are yetlighter, which is the cauſe that the oats 
meaſure is made bigger to counteruaile the weight, Wee ſhall take our correſpon- 
dence vpon the Laſt of Amſterdam,beſt known every where,and where alſo all grains 
are meaſured alike. The Laſt of Amſterdam is 27 Moyes or Mudden, cuery mudde 
4 Schepels, is 108 ſchepels tothe Laſt: or a laſt is 29 ſacks, cuery fack 3 Achtelings, 
24 ſmall Tunnes toa laſt as aforeſaid, or 20 < meale barrels, thar is to ſay, one Laſt of 
meale is put into 20+ barrels, becauſe it becommeth more depreſſed than Corne, or 
I 5-great barrels, which docontaine more. 

It is alſo tobe obſerued, that the difference of Corne meaſure is of 6 vpon 7, alſo 
3t04, and 2 to 3, and in ſame places one will make two. And in many townes vpon 
the ſea coaſt they vie two ſorts of meaſures, theione called the water meaſure, wherb 
the corne is meaſuredon ſhipboord (being alwaies the biggeſt)the other is called Jand 


meaſure, becauſe the corne is meaſured thereby in all markets,ſhops, or places where 
Corne is ſould. 


« The Laſt of Corne of Amſterdam ts at the following places. 


Anſick,5 6 Schepels,whereef 50 there makea Laſt, the foure ſchepels make one 
Mudde,which 1s the skippound of 340 #. 
Embden 55 Werps,whereof 61 make the Laſt, or 15 < barrels of 4 Werps. 
Hamborough 83 ſchepels,whereof go make a Laſt. 
Lubeck 85 {chepels,whereof 96 make the Laſt. 
Fameren78 ſchepels,whereof 96 to the Laſt. 
Heyleger hauen in Denmarke 80 ſchepels,alſo 96 to the Laſt. 
Coppen hauen 23 ſmall barrels, whereof 42 make a Laſt. 
EbbeltorffDanic 2 3 barrels, whereof 36 ro the Laſt, 
Nelleboghe 23 barrels,whereof 42 tothe Laſt. 
_ Sweden 23 barrels. 


Connixborough-=of a Laſt, the's Laſt are7 at Amſterdam. 


Melvyn 


Su Lex eM ercatorias 


Melvyn, ofa Laſt. 


Statyn in Pomerland < ofa Laſt. 
Riga 4.2 Loops, Roſticke and Mecheborough meaſureof Lubecke, 


- 


Antuerp 37 = Vertules, 

Bruxels 19+ Vertules. | 

Bruxels 10 + Mudden, and differing in all places of Brabant. 

Gaunt 4 Mudds, 7 Halſters of 12 toone Mudd is 55 Halfters. 

Bridges 17+ Hoot. Dankirk 18 Rafiers water meaſure, 

Middleborough 4o ſacks is 41 < tothe Laſt inall Zeeland. 

 Dort 28 ſackes. Rt fo 

Roterdam and Delfe 87 Achtelinges. 

Schoonhauen 88 Achrtelinges. | 

Enckhuyſen, Horne, Medenblick, 4.2 ſacks, 

Groeninghen 33 Mudds. Texel 58 loops. CONE: tes-6s FD 
All other Townes not {cituate vpon the ſea coaſt wee doe omit, for this corteſpoti- 

dence is made conſidering the lading of ſhips. wo 


od HF 


London and all England is 10 = quarters make one Laſt; but in the ordinary lading = 


5 quarters are accounted for one tunne lading. 

Calais 18 Raſfiers doth agree with England. 

Roan 20 vntill 3o Mines, cuery Mine is 4 buſhels, 

Rochel 128 buſhels, 4 tocuery ſeſtier. 

Bourdeaux 38 Boiffiaux, whereof 3; to the Laſt. 

Sevil 5 4 Hanegas, a Laſt is 4 Cahis of 12 Hanegas. 2: ns 

Lyxborn 225 Alquiers, whereof 240 tothe Laſt, or 4 Moyo's of 60 Alquiers to the 
Moyo, and fo inall the Iſlands of Portugal. TE 

Venice 32 ſtar. Genoa 23 < Mina. Sicilia 38 Medimnosof 6 Moyos, 

Puglia 32 Cara of 36 Timani. E1s 

Cyprus 40 Medimnos of 2 Cipros. __' . _.. EN 7 
Note thar the Cornedoth ſo much differ in goodneſſe, that the meaſure of  Am- 

fterdam will weigh of Eaſtland Wheat 156, of French Wheat 180 #, of Sicilia 

wheat 224 ® andof Africa 236 @, | 


# 


q Of the Meaſures of Salr, correſpondence and goodneſſe of the ſame 


# : z os 


rough in the handling of it , for it isnotdriuen vp with a light fire, wherby it becom- 
meth wateriſh and weake, not ſtrong enough to ſalt fleſh withall. 

The alt of Portugal and Bruwage increaſerh 2 5 and 3o according to the goodnes: 
the white ſalt being weake and of great graines will loſe much in the remouing, and 
more in the carriage by 8 and-1o p cent. Lie ee 

To falt fleſh withall rake of the flow boiled or roſted ſalt, but make firſt his brine, 
otherwiſe it will betooweake. | uy | 

One great hundred of ſalt is foure {mall hundreths. | = | | 

Weatetoobſerue the correſpondence of ſalt againſt one hundred of ning moſt 
bs _ F-'2a ; ,Nowne 


Profitable ob2 
feruations @- 
bout Salt, 


FA 
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knowne inall places: they meaſure their ſalt with barrels, 18 barrels to a laſt, and 7 
Jaſt to the hundreth, is 126 barrels, | 

At Armuyden in Zeland they reckon 8 =weighes for one hundreth,euery weigh is 
11 < ſacks,cuery ſack foure meaſures,ands5 weighes of Bruwage ſalt make thegreat 
hundreth. 


The ſacks of ſalt of Armuyden, being 122 ſmal barrels for the 100 
ſack, make as followeth in other places. 

Bruwage= parts of one hundred of 28 Moyos, and 12 ſackes to the Moyo, alſoby 
Charges or load ; ten load inthe hundreth, and 48 Moyos or Muysto the Laſt, or 
21 barrell. 

Lisborn 25 Moyos, Mary port 28 Moyos, 

Saintubal 20 Cays. Calis 22 Cays, 

Sanlucar 2 1 Cays. ; 

Gaunt 108 ſacks or barrels. 

Antuerp 144 Vettels of 24 tothe laſt, and fix laſt tothe hundreth ; and the white ſalt 
is meaſured with a lefler meaſure of 12 vpon 100, 

The ſaid 100 ſacks of ſalt of Armuyden in Zeland, make 

'At Dunkerk 92 water meaſures, or 104 land meaſures, 


Oſtend 98 meaſures, Damme and Axels 102 meaſures. 


Bruges 104 meaſures, and Ypre 144. 
Roterdam 100, whereof fix make one Mudde of eighteen to the hundreth. 
Amfterdam,Vtrecht, Deventer, 102 ſcheppels. 

Calis in France 130 Barrels, 19 to the Laſt,but 20 by fraighting, 
Roan,and almoſt all France 16= Muys. 

Hamborch 7 Laſt, whereof 80 Barrels maketh the hundteth. 
Denmarke 6=Laft. OD 

Sweden 1 12 zunnes or barrels, 16 to the laſt, Y 
Embden 100 Barrels, 14 toour laſt. Lubeck 7 laſts of 18 barrels? 
London 7 = laſts of 18 Herring barrels ; butby weights 11 +. 

Venice and Prian 70 Moſe. | 


q The Meaſures of Woad, Hops, and Sea-cole, 


vw Oad of Tholouze in France, made vp in baskets of 5 6 ® weight, isat Antuerp. 
' $o ®, London 52 #, Foure Baskets arcone load and foure Bales, or 400 # 
is reckoned for a Diers triall, and at London they take foure Quintalsof x12 # for 
a Triall, to know how many ſhort Clothes of 24 yards itwill die, which is common- 
ly of Iſlands Woad from ſaint Michae/7 Clothes : and at Thouloze they accountthat 
Woad of 36 Franks, or about 4 # ſterling,dieth 13 Clothes. 
Cane in France they meaſure by a Tub,containing 8 meaſures or ſacks,cuery mea- 
ſure 120 ®, is the Coopeat Antuerp 1050 #, accounted for a Trial, but is far inferior 
in goodneſſe to Thouloze Woad. 
Eldfoord in Germany, there one great Dryfat of 1200 &# is a Triall. 


Hops were wont tobe ſould by the meaſure, but now it is done by Weight, 
namelythe hunidreth, or by a skippound of Amſterdam of 300 #, which 


comming much into England from the following places,is worthy the ob- 
ſeruation, albeit Engliſh Hopsare thebeſt, 


T Bruges 13 Hoett, but now meaſured, 


Gaunt 23 Halfters. 
| Delfr 4o Achtelings. 
Theskippound of 300 ®of | Schoonhoven 37 Achrtelings; 
Amſterdam is———————> Vrrecht 13 Muddes. 


Bolduc or Hertogenboſh, 8 Hoet. 
Harlem 2 Hoer. 
ic Hambrough x > Wilpell, 
pes q The 
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«q The Meaſare of Sea Cole. 
FT" His meaſure-muſtof neceſlitie be taken vpon the Chalder of New-Caſtle,where 

the greateſt quantitie of Coles is found. They meaſure there by the Chalder fil- 
| ledvp,whereof74 Chalders make one Laſt, and is meaſured with giuing 21 for 20; 
The correſpondence is, | 


; 'fLondonand Yarmouth ro Chalders, 
Roan 100 Barrels, giuing 104 for 100. 
Bruges and Oſtend 100 meaſures for Oats. 
| Dort 12 Hoer, alſo by weighes of 144 # of 2 4 tones 


The Laſt of New-Caſtle of I Gaunt 144 ſacks, or 24 Muddes, 
77 Chalders, 15 IT — Alſt 200 Muddes. 


en me) 
[ 
| 


Antuerp 175 Vertels, 
Conder 44 Muys, the 8o make a Cherke, 
Zeland 68 Herring Barrels. 
Middleborough by Weigh of 180 &. 
Amſterdam 135 Hoctof 38 meaſures. 


| 
\ 


« Rnles to know the goodneſſe of SeaColes,  - 
I Ake your Cole and hold the ſame ouera candle, or rather ouer a flattiing 
| fire,and if the Coledo melt (as it were) drop or fry,then it is vndoubtedly 
a goodcole; for thivis anargumentofhis fatty and ſulphurious nature, which mini- 
ſtreth ſore of food for fire, But if the ſame grow hard and dry ouer the flame, itis a 
{igne of a lean and hungry Cole,and ſuch as will not cake or knit in the burning. 

2 Thebrightneſſe and gliſtering of the Cole both within and without is ſome 
argument of his goodnefle ; albeit that ſome kinde of bad ſea Cole,newly digged out 
of the Mine,and brought dry in ſummer-time,wil both ſhew and breake faire,burmoſt 
commonly if it breaketh in the colour or laſtre of pitch it proueth a good Cole to the 
buyer. But without all queſtion, if the ſame be ot a darke,dusky and dead earthlyco- 
lour, it is vtterly vnprofitable for him that ſhall ſpend it. 

3 Thebeſtandmoſt aſſured proofe,exceptthe making of a firewith them (wher- 

1n no man of any ſence can eaſily be deceiued)is the lightnefle of the coles in weight, 

This weight; as in many other bodies, foeſpecially in Water, doth either argue his 

purenefſe or impuritie. For the lighter and cleerer waters are cuerheld rhe berterand 

more wholſome, as leaſt participating with earth. Now by the weight of halfa pecke 

ofthe good ones kept by you, triall may be made at all times ; for bad-Cole is muta 

diſpleaſing toall men. 

«| Of the Weights and Medſures of England. 

(orrang Weights, for difference inthe Ouncesand pounds weare to obſerne 
the Troy weight, which hath but twelue ounces to the pound, and Avoirdupois Troy weight, | 

weight, which hath 16 ounces tothe pound , which are lefſer oufices; for theſe ſixe- 

teen ounces make but 14 ounces and one halfe, and two penny weight of the ounces 

Troy vſed in the Mint, where 136 # Avoirdupois ſuttle weight, i5but roo ®ſurgle 

Troy weight :ſo accounted iti the laſt copper monies of pence and halfe pence made. 

for Ireland. ond HE 

The Troy weight ſerueth onely for Bread, Gold, filuer,and EleQuaries, accounted 
8 pound to the gallon, and ſoby compuration 16 pound to the pecke, 32 to the half 
buſhell, and 64 pound to the Buſhell. we es 

The Averdupois weight ſernes to weigh butter;cheeſe,fleſh,tallow,and wax, 8& eue- rope 
ry other thing which beareth the name of Garbell,and whereof ifſuesarefuſe or walt, * 

So 7 ®of this weight to the gallon for whear, is 1 4 ® the peck,28 ®rhe half buſhel, 
and 56 ® the buſhell. ran ge £2. To NT 

The 7 # Avoirdupois weight are one hundreth and two ounces Troy weight. AC- Corcpon- | 
cording to which rate the quarter of whear muſt weigh 448 ® Avoirdupois, atid 14 GE ang 
Avoirdupois,and 16 # 11 ounces Troy do iuftly accord,ory 6s # AION & 67 8 

OO tr Ons Fe Ot Ty Ounces 
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The meaſure 
drawnec from 


the Troy 
weight, 


The content 


of Caske., 


Salmon, Her- 
ring, Ecles, 
Sopc meaſure, 


The weight 


of Checſe 


and butter, 


- The ſacke 


of Wooll, 


A Laſt of 
| Herring, 


Load of lead, 


Yard; 


Pearches, 


Acre of land, | 


Furlong, 


Bcedth of Cy« 


Pers. 


Of ſilk WAIC So 


. pols weight: but theweigh of Eflex Cheeſeis 336 ®. 


8 ounces Troy. Where note, that one penny fterling is the twentieth part of an ounce 
Troy, the halfpenny and farthing accordingly. And that 7 # r2 s. terling is 84 oun- 
ces andone halfe, and twopenny weight of Troy. And's ® 18s, ſterling is 82 Oun- 
ces three quatters of an ounce and one penny Troy. From the which two: Affiſesthe 
white wheaten and houſhold breads are calculated and drawne, TTON * 

For the wet meaſure is alſo drawne from the pound weight Troy,both by land and 
within ſhip-boord ; as alſo all manner of corneand grain, that is to ſay, The weight of 
twelue ounces Troy in wheat doe make a concaue or hollow meaſure named a Pinte, 
and eight of the ſame pintes make a gallon of Wine, Ale, Beere, and Corne, accor- 
ding tothe ſtandard of his Majeſties Exchequer, and the Acts of Parliament, xx and 
12 H.7, But for the Water meaſure within ſhip-boord there is allowed tengallons to 
the buſhell, which contain fiue pecks. | ” 

From this Troy weight and meaſure is drawne alſo the Aſfize for the quantitie and 
true content of all manner of Caske lawfull and vendiblewithin the Realmeof Eng- 
land; that is to ſay; every Hogſhead to containe threeſcoreand three gallons ; euerie 
Tierce foureſcore and foure Gallons ; euerie Pipe 126 Gallons, and every Tunne 252 
Gallons. 

There is alſo a meaſure called Salmon Butt,of 84 Gallons : ſothe barrel of Salmon 
42 Gallons, the halfe 21. The Herring Barrell is 32 Gallons, and the Ecele Barrel 42 
Gallons ; and the halfe and Firkin of both theſe muſt hold accordingly;the Sope bar- 
rell 32 Gallons. | | 141. | 

"There tsalſ{o the true weight of Cheeſe and Butter , called the Weigh-, which is 
I12 # Avoirdupois tothe hundreth : ſo the two hundreth is 224 #, containing 32 
Cloves, and euery Clove 7 #. So theweigh of Suffolke Cheeſe is 256# Avoirdu- 

The Sacke of Wooll is 364 # weight of Avoirdupois, two Weighes of Wooll 
makea ſacke, and twelue ſackes make a Laſt. Buta Laſt of Herrings containeth ten 
thouſand, andeuery thouſand containe ten hundreth, | 


The Load of Lead is 175 pounds:the Fother maketh nineteen hundreth & ahalfe. 


« Concerning MEASVRES. 


PT Here is ayard deriued: from the Graines of Barley. Three Barley Cornes in 
length make an inch, and twelue inches one foot, and three foot to the yard, and 
16. foot make a Pole or Pearch ro meaſure land withall. Albeit this Pearch dothya- 
ry.in ſome places, being 18 and 21 foor. Of theſe Pearches 40 in lengeh and foure in 
bredth makean acre of land or wood, Whercupon Plizy, 16.2. cap.23.deriueth' Sta-, 
dium to be a furlong, which containerh x 25 Paces, every Pace fiue Foot, the Foot is 
to.contain foure Palmes, and cuery Palme foure fingers bredth. 


L * 


..4 The bredth of Silke Cypres bending andCurled.” 


[* 615 three Natles broad, n* 8 is 3 = Nailes, and 0? 10 is = ofa yard broad, n* 12. is 
ofa yard, n* x4. is +ofa yard, n* x6 is Z-of a yard, n* 18 1s a yard broad, 
Note,inall plaine Cypers they abate ten vpon the hundreth, and fo bring them from 
DrAcey o Flemiſh Els, and in the curld they abate 25:p cent. and in bending 16 in the 
undred, _ | | 

Genes filke by the paune of 104 to the hundreth, is+ 26 yards Engliſh. 

Bolonia ſilkes by Braces the 100 are 89 FlemiſhElls. 

Florence filke by Braces the hundreth 8x =Flemiſh, and 6x < Engliſh. 

Lucaby Braces the+ partofa Flemiſh Elle, or <of a yard Engliſh. 


Venice by Braces the 100 are 95 Flemiſh,and i yards ſo Noremborgh. 
Sevill by Varres the 100 is 123 - Flemiſh, and 


4 


92 yards 74 Elles, | 


Roan by Elles the 100 is 125 yards, and 157 -Varres of Spaine. And the 110 


' The 


Ells Engliſh is x35 + Varres of Spaine, . 


—_— 
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The 100 Ells Flemiſh is but 60 Ells Engliſh. ; 

Thereare $ buſhels toa quarter, 5 quarters to a tunne Jad 
Laſt, but alwaies 10+ or 10 5 fora Laſt of Holland. 

Sait qo buſhels make a weigh, water meaſure of 10 gallons, 

Ar Plymouth they meaſure with a buſhell alien meaſure,whereof 24 makea tunne, 
and $ make a quarter, ſo three quarters make one tunne, and euery buſhell is 18 Gal- 
lons : ſo: thata tunne of falr at Plimouth is bigger than, a Weigh of London by 32 
Gallons. | ISA 


ing, and Io quarters toa 


OL > TheMeuſuref Lands, 


T He meaſuring of lands in diſtance or length extending to miles, or the partition 
of lands by meaſures, Acres, Arpentiers, Bunderen, &c. is done by a meaſure or 
Rod, which is divided in x0,12,14,16=, or 20 foot ; andthe foor is diuided in a cer- 
taine number of inches, 10,12,0r 16, which are alfo differing inbigneſle. 
Digits or finger is in bredth foure barley cornes layd cloſe together. 
A Thumbe or inch is 6 graines or barley cornes, making twoof them three. 
Owncia is 3 fingers or twothumbes, © | 
Palma(in Greeke Doron) is 4 fingers,1is the 24 part of a mans ſtature. 
Lichas ox Dichas is a ſpan of hand with the thumbe and fore finger, or ten fingers ; 
ſometimes taken for two palmes,which 1s 8 fingers. 
Orthedoron in Greeke 1sthe length of a mans hand, or 11 fingers. 
Spithama,or ſpan with the elrurtbe and the little finger,is 16 Dzgiti or fingers ; alſo 
Greciaries 12 fingers, is 3 Palma, in Latine Dodrans. | 
. Pesa Foot is 16 fingers or 4 palmes, or the+ of a proportianated mans ftature. 
 Pigmeis 18 fingers, ſoa Pigme is a tall fellow. 
 Pigoriis 20 fingers,called Cabitxs,from the elbow to the fingers doubled. 
 Cubitas.is 24 Fingers or 6 palmes, - of a mans ſtature, or Sefquipes I 4 foot, or twQ 
Dosrantesfrom the elbow to the point of the longeſt finger; 
.  Gradzs aſtep is two foot,or 32 Fingers, as betweene both feet diflant; 
Paſſes.ſimplex is 2 - Foot, halfe a remoue of the body. - EN: 
. .Paſſws isa pace with two legs making from the heele tothe toe 5 foot. 
Or2i/40ra fathom,is 6 foot, in Latine Yinaor 4 Cubicos. 
Stadium i$ Aulus of 125 paces of 2 = foot, 1S 312 foot, Greece 100 paces was the 
running ofone man with one breath,as Hercales did. 
Diaulus is 2 Stadia Hippicon, 4 Stadia the ma a horſe. 
Dolices is 1 ſtadia, about the 6 part of a Dutch mule. 


Signes,or Scena,or Funiculus in Egypt, is 60 ſtadia,is an houres g0ing,and cuery man 


did draw the line going vp by boat. 

Stadmos was a Poſts journey. | 

Miliare vel Lencaare divers ; buta Flemiſh mile is 1400 Rods. : 

Gradus Geometrorum,wherewith the world is meaſured round about, is 15 miles; ſo 
theworld is 369 Gradus, intoto 5400 miles, Or at 4 miles for one Geometrical mile, 1s 
21600 mules, | 

The moſt commodious meaſure and more vſuall is the Rod of 14 foot, rather than 
our Pearch of 16 foot; and an hundred of theſe Rods are calleda line of land , and 
three line make a great meaſure of land, ſocalled by the name of meaſure, whereupon 
we now proceed. 

A Lineof land lying one foot broad the length of a mile, anda plough going. one 
foot broad may beaccounted togo amile, the land ſquare r00 foot for che Road, and 
the Line of land one Road band IS Io600 foot, 


A line ſquareis 10000 Roads,or 33 = Meaſuresas aforeſaid. | 

For a meaſure is 300 Roads, and ſquare 17 -Roads,containing 58800 foot. ; 

This Road iscalled in Germany Pertica, making there 75 foor, and in Flanders ACGe 
counting 1400 Roads for a mile, is 10600 foot in length, 


Away 


Corne mea- 
ſure as before; 


Salt; 


i... —— 
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rcatoride 
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A way one Rod broad is calleda highway for paſſengers pedanticall. 
A mile in length containeth 4 = meaſures of land : the way ofa waggon is accoun- 


_ tedg = mealures. 


Some in Flanders do reckon 1000 Rods fora milebut is of 20 foot the Rod. 

Miliare was the diſtance or marching of a campe without baiting, called Reſfram 
Or Raſt as, Was 4000 paces, 

The difference betweene miles is not tobe reconciled, euery country hauing their 
owne computation, and that differing in moſt places within themſelues. 

In Saxony a mile is 4000 paces, inother places in Germany 5000 paces. 

In France they call them Lzeux or Leucas, and ina Parliament there it was appoin- 
ted to be 1000 turnings of the wheeles of a waggon, whereof the formoſt made wheel 
was 12,and the hindmoſt 18 foot which between was adiudged vpon x5 fact, is of a 
Dutch mile but=. 

In Spaine one Dutch mile maketh a mile and a halfe. 

In England 4 of their miles toone Dutch mile, being there 1000 paces, 

In Italy 1000 paces,whereof the 3 is a Dutch mile. 

Florence 3000 Braces for a mile of 6 Roads, is 1300 Roads, 

Holland 2000 Roads is 5 Holland miles for 4 Flanders miles. 

In Egypt their Cubitus Geometricus is 6 of our Cubits, they reckon by Scena, which 
is a Spaniſh mile. | 

Perſia Paraſangia of 30 Stadiaor Funiculi, they meaſure with 24 fingers the Cubir, 
and Cabicus Regins is 27 fingers. 

The Romans did vſec the Finger, Palme,and the Foot making 4. poue. 

Inthe meaſuring of lands and wayes diuers meaſures were by the ſaid Romans di- 
uided into 12 ounces,and the ounce 1n 24 ſcruples,and ſo they called a foot a pound, 
and two foot Dupondium, | 

The Emperours tables were 4 foot ſquarecuery way, yet invie in Germanyand in 
the Eaſt countries, butin England, France,& the Low-countries are longer than broad 
Is to ſit 1 6 perſons euery where. | 

ſugerum 1s viedas a meaſure in Caſtilia and about Rome, beeing an old meaſure, 
Tuger quaſi junitus beeing one daies labour of two oxen at the plough, v0 jugs Bovum, 
was the ſpace of 240 foot, broad: 2 20, containing 28800, which is coneondan ro 
onehalfe great meaſure of land, wherein they did alfo vie many diviſions and ſubdi- 
uifions according tothe pound weight. p 


| q Of the nature and diner ſitieof Colours, 


A Lbeitthat Colours are not comprehended in themſelues vnder weight & mea- 
ſure, yet becauſe the quantitie of ſtuffe whereby things are died, aredone by 
weight, as you may note in the precedent obſeruation of Woad ; and for that Mer- 
chants may giue the better judgement of Colours, knowing the nature thereof, I have 
thought good for varieties ſake to entreat thereof. 

The nature of all colours is confined betweene VVhite and Blacke,and the original 
colours proceeding and relating tothe middle of them,which is Green,for ſo expert- 
enec hath taugbtvs in progreſſe of time by long obſeruation, wherein by Art I haue 
found the truth by variation without the myfteric of dying, more certain than Ari/tocle 
and other Philoſophers by reaſon haue conceiued, according to the Theorick partby 

on deſcribed, which by the PraQique parr I am aſſured of by experience as afore- 
aid, 

The originalor primary colours are 7,as compleat in number ,and all other colours 

_  aremixtand deriued from them, according ro the order following : 
Albss, White | 

Flavus, Yellow eaſily conuerted by decay of Nature. 

Punicens, lightRed, is neither Blew nor Purple, 

Virids, Greene, apt tobe made into Blew. 


Pjrpurens, 


BOT 0 RE Tama, _ 0 AN IGEL iris ep ek EN IINCCIITER | cnt PIES 
Lex :sIereatoria. 


Purpurem Purple 
Cerulews, Blew 


ecalil y turned to Blacke, 


Nz2er,Blacke,the true ground whereof is Blew, ; 

All colours are light or obſcure, Lucida ve! Opaca, and they all (except Blacke) may - 
be called lighr,as more or lefle partaking thereof. 

In White is moſt light,and (hadow or darknes leaſt or none at all. 

' In Blew is the contrary, moſt ſhadow and leſſe light, 

In Yellow is inward light and leffe obſcuiritie., | 

In Purple is the conttary, inward obſcuritieand leſſe light. 

In Greene, is equalifie of light and darkeneſſe. 

InlightRed,is more light than obſcuririe, | | 

So that for two much want of obſcuritie commethwhitenefle, and for too much 
want of White or lightneſſe, commeth blackneſſe, and acloth dyed Yellow being 
put into the Blew woaded veſſel], maketh an excellent Greene. 4 

There was light and darkenefle before the Planet of the Sunne was created, albeit 
the diſtin &ion betweene day and night is aſcribed to the Sunne. Naiw the Moone 
bath no light, but what the Sunne doth impart vntoher, and the colours of the Raine- 
bow in the day time,being produced by the foure Elements,da approue theſe colours 
tobe ſo in nature, whereof the Philoſophers haue giuen a reaſoh accardzngly. Bur 
conſidering the curioſity of them,and eſpecially of :4r:/torle, ir is firange vnto me that 
they hauc not made mention of the colours of the Raine- bow inthe night time, when 
the Moone isat full,and oppoſite to.the Sunne, which'colours neuertheleſle take a re- 
fle&ion vpon the cloudes and obſcuririe of the night, far differing from the colour of 
the Raine-boy in the day time vpon the declination of the Sunne, inſomuch that al- 
beit all colours muſt be diſcerned by light-and ſo adjudged accordingly, yettheir op- 
pms doth differ very much, as may be ſhewed. The propertie of all calours is ta 

e ſubje@ tothe aire and Sunne,and all of them dovaniſh ; but inthe blacke'it 1s leaſt 

ſeene, and is alſo the ſureſt, hauing his ground vpon theblew y ſo it bea blew ſubſlan- 
tiall of VVoad or Indico, which is the extra&ion of theherbe Gl/auſtnm,or dn1ll, in 
the Eaſt and Weſt Indies like vnto our greene Woad , but the leaues of 1c are royng 
and not long, howbeir the climate and ground make the maine difference, CS 

There was of late yeares, two great controverſies at the Councell Table: the one | 
concerning the dying of Blacke-ſilke, called London Dye z the other concerning the Dying of 
vieof Logwood, being a falſe glorious colour. S366 Biacke ING; 

Concerning the London dye of Silke it was proued, that one pound of 1 6 OUNCES 
was by ſophiſtications of additements augmented to 3 2 onnces, and fofrie Onnces : 
which fraud comes to paſſe, by reaſon of the gummy matter or ſubſtance whereof the 
filke was nor purged for black dye,as it is incolors, wherby it made ſuchan increaſe in 
Weight, To preuent this abuſe,a Corporationof Silke-menwere made; arid neuerthe- 
leſſe, foraſmuchthat a reaſonable increaſe of 8 onnces,doth look fairer,and can bebet- 
ter vſed, there remained a tolleration of this increaſe in London. The way tofinde our 
the fraud was by controlling theweight by meaſure,which by convulſion becommerh 
contracted : ſorhar if the filke being purged decreaſeth 16 ounces,to 13 and 12, will 
moderately haue afterwards ſome increaſe; then this ſilke being meaſured by,the yard 
1n Skeanes,and marked with Leads,and ſodeliuered to the Dyar, mu be receiued ac- 
cordingly without fuch contraQion and decreaſe of length ,. by the increaſe of 
weight,theſe two controllingeach other. 75 BR IPs 

The indifferent courſe therfore, is the golden meane; ſo is it done concerfiing Log- ae Gs; Link | 
wood, being good cheape and fit for dying of a faire color,althouyh vanithing,feruing wood. 
ior the poore people,wearing courſe ſtuffe,or viing things of [mall value:that notwith- 
ſtanding that the vie of it was prohibited, as well as the importation, yer now of late 


there is a competent quantitic admitted to be vſed by Letters Parerir, and Procla- 
mation, | 
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«' 4 Table of the Standerd, for the true making of Woollen Clothes, according to the 
Weight and Meaſure declared by the Statute made in the fourth 


yeare of his Majeſties raigne of Great Brit- 
taine, Oc. 


T He Sacke of Wooll appointed by King Edward the third,is diſtinguiſhed accor- 
ding to the Lunare yere of 13 moneths,of 28 daies,making inall 364®,or 3 657, 


for ſo many daies in the yearezthe Tod of Wooll being 28®, for ſo many daies in the 
moneth ; and 13 Todds for ſo many moneths in the yeare; eyery Todd containing 
foure Nayles,and euery Nayle being 7#, for the ſeuen daies of the weeke. 


| This Sacke of Wooll is accounted to make 4 Standard Clothes of cleane Wooll, 


called Sorting-clothes, weighing 60 # the Cloth, and beeing 24 yardes long, of 


6= quarters broad or thereabouts, within the remedy or allowance of 2# Weight vp- 
ona Cloth. 


In the Weight is to be obſerued, that the clothes be well ſcoured, thickned, milled, 


and fnlly dried. 


In the Meaſure likewiſe, that the ſame be meaſured by the yeard and inchwithin 
the Liſt,concerning the breadth,according to the ſaid Statue madeof all the ſeucrall 


ſorts of Clethes made in divers Shires,viz. 


Broad, Weight, and Meaſure. 


Kent, Yor.andRead.clothes of 6 ; quarters. | 86% zo and 34 yardes, 
Suffolke, Norffolke;and Eſſex of 7 quarters. | 80#| 29 . 32 yardes. 
 Worceſt. Covent, and Heref. of 6 quar. |78%| zo 33 yardes, 
Wiltſ.Gloceſt. Oxon, Somerf.of 7 quarters. |76® | 29g 32 yardes. 
Suffolke ſorting Clothes broad 6 - quar. |64#®|23z 26 yardes. 
All forting Clothes of divers ſhires 6=q. |60®| 24 26 yardes, 
Broad-Cloth, Tauntons, Bridgewaters 
. . and Dundſtars ————— of 7 quar. |30® | 12 and 13 yardes. 
. Broad and narrow of Yorkeſhire, of 4. quar, |30#*| 24 25 yardes, 
Deuon.Kerſeys and Dozens ——of 4 quar. |13®|1z 13 yardes, 
Check.Kerſeys,ftraiQ and plaingrayes 4 q. |24* | 17 18 yardes, 
\ Ordinary Peniſtone or Foreſts 5 < quarters, |28® | x2 13 yardes. 


z 


Sorting Peniſtones of 6= quar, ——— 35®\ 13 14yardes, 
Waſhers of Lankaſhireand others ——  |17#® | 179 18 yardes. 
Clogware, Kend. Karpnuales at pleaſure, | | 20 Aattheleft. 


The manner of making of all Woollen Clothes, and workemens orders, with the 
viewing,ſearching,and the forfeitures or abatements,may at large be ſeene by the ſaid 
Statute : being an Epirome of all former A&s concerning the indraping of Wools, 
appointing wherein Flockes, Thrums,or Lambs wooll may be pur. 


q Obſernations concerning the ſaid Weight and Meaſure of 
> Clathes ingenerall, 


Hatall Subftantiall things, either dry or liquid, are by Diuine prouidence ſub- 
4 ject and gonerned by Number, Weight,and Meaſure. 
That Weightand Meaſure doecontrole each other, and that number giveth deno- 

mination vntothem both,rodiſcerne truth from falſhood,as aforeſaid, 

That the weight of a Cloth is more to be regarded, than the Meaſure, becauſe the 
weight containeth ſubſtance,which is abuſed by ſtretching it in Meaſure. 

That according to the tanderdof Clothes, there muſt be allowed or accounted two 
pounds and one halfe of Wooll,tomake one yard of the aboneſaid Clothes. 


That the Statare of Clothmaking, hath had a conſideration tomake an dlowanee 
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or abatement for Draped, Dreſſed, Rowed, and Sheared Clothes,which is fiue # in a 
Long-cloth,and foure ® in a Broad-Cloth,befides rhe remedy of two, 

According to this Rule, his Majeſties Cuſtome for Cloth and Carſeys,&c. ought 
ro be payed,equalifing the ſaid cuſtome of Cloth, with the Cuſtome of Wooll, ac. 
cording to fortie ſhillings the Sacke, payed in thetime of Queene Afar ; which is to 
be done according to the weight;and not according to the meaſure,as heretofore hath 
beene partly done, And the weight will. cauſe Clothes to be better made, according 
to the Statute whexzeunto the reformation muſt be reduced, which will be beneficiall. 


C Benefits which will ariſe by the true making of Clothes in England, according 
tothe Statute made in the fourth yeare of his Majeſties raigne 
| of Great Brittaine, 


He Clothof the Realme ſhall recouer his former eſtimation, which every Met- 
chant (weighing his Clothes) will cauſe ro be obſerued, according to the ſaid 
rule and proportion betweene Weight and Meaſure, whereby the ſtretching and falfi- 
fying of Cloth will bee controlled and preuented, eſpecially if this demonſtration 
(here ſet downe) ſhall dire& the buyer of Clothes. And the like may be made for 
Carſeyes and all other Woollen commodities,according to the faid Stature, 
The Cloth being truely made, will be more vendible beyond the ſeas, where many 
complaints are daily made of the falſe making thereof ; which the Clothier cannor 
but know,vpon ſo many certificates for Tare as are abated of them totheir lofle:eu 


Merchant looking more to buy goad cheape, than to buy good Cloth, feeding falſe 


making by it, which commeth to paſſe more by ignorance thanotherwiſe, -., 

The Clothier finding the Merchant by theſe meanes able to concroll him,will en- 
deauour to make true Cloth, and the officers to ſuruey itwill be more carefull,and not 
ſend the Clathier their Leads and Stampe, and fo they be payed, never looke totgke 
painesto view the Cloth; hereby trafficke will increaſe for the generall good of the 
Realme, and his Majeſties Cuſtome wil be duely payd,according tothe ſaid Statyte, 
and all will tend tothe glory of God, and honour of the King, uti all Equitie and*i- 
ſtice tobe obſerucd in all well-Zoucrned Commonyweales, 

We may perceive by the contents of this Diſcourſe, how weight and meaſure doth 
controll each other:compare your meaſure of Cornewith the weight,as before is de. 
clarcd ; your length of Clothes with the weight as aforeſaid ; nay your wet Meaſures, 
with your dry Meaſures of all things of that nature, and experience by obſeruation 
will teach you to diſtinguiſh truth from falſhood, and how to know the goodneſle of 
things ; if Spices become light, then the weight will ſhew ir, becauſe the ſubſtance is 
dryed vp, which topreuent is wiſedome and no deceit : foras the Element of ayre is 
the cauſe of putrifaQion, ſothe excluding of the ſame in many things, is a preſerua- 
tion,and fois likewiſe the preuenting of dryneſſe. But ro end this Triall of meaſure 
and weight, let vs obſerue the Italians by weighing and: meaſuring of their Silke 
wares. A yard of Satin weigheth foure ounces, being truely made, and if it beaboue, 
they take the ſame to be ouergummed,and not truely made,and ſo ifitweigh leſle, 
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Of the three Eſſentiall Parts of T rafficke,namely, (omm 0- 
_ dittes, Money, and Exchange of Money by 
, Bills of Exchanges. 


LL the traffticke and commerce berweene Nation and Nation, or 
S,-] manand man, is performed vnder three Simples, which are pro- 
c perly the Eſſentiall parts of Trafficke : namely, Commodities, MHo- 
S »ey,and Exchange for Money by Billes of E xcbanges : which is cife- 
Le/[NA\\C&Y Redby Number, Weight, and Meaſure, according tothe former 
DS ALS\S 5 obſcruation, | 
ENS HR Andhercinistobeconfidered a Tripartite Exchange, That is; 
 Conimodities for Commodities. | Et 
© Commoditics for Money, and | 
-.i.., Commodities for Exchange of Money by Bills of Exchange, 
"For ſome Merchants doth negotiate all for Commodities, othersall for Money, or 
Exchanges,or for all three or any of them which yeeldeth them moſt benefit and gain: 
aþcrcin is their particular profit, or Privatum Commedum, more reſpedted than the 
generall good of the common-wealth, whereby corruptable and vaneceſſarie commo- 
dities are giuen for Staple wares and durable commodities, to the impoueriſhing af 
kingdomes and common-weales. And nor onely is this commutation or exchange 
abuſed in kinde, bur alfoin the price, paying too deare for the one, and ſclling the 
other too good cheape : whereby commeth an ouer-ballancing of commodities in 
price,and qualitie,and not in quantitie ; whereby in effet, Moneyes are giuen to boot, 
and as it were Ouer and aboue the reaſonable eſtimation of things ; and herein is the 
courſe of Exchanges by Bills predominant, and ouer-ruling both the courſe of Com- 
modities,and Money, as ſhall be at largedemonſtrated hercafter. 

For the ſaid three efſentiall parts of Trafficke are properly the Body, Sorle, and Spirit 
of Commerce,and haue their operation accordingly. 

The firſt as the Body,vpheld the World by commurarion and bartring of Commo. 
dities,yfitill Money was deuiſed tobe coyned. | 

The ſecond, as the Sovle in the Body, did infuſelife to trafficke, by the meanes of 
Equalitie and Equitie, preuenting aduantagebetweene buyers and ſellers, 

The third,as the Spirit and facultie of the Soule(being ſeated euery where)corrobo- 
rateth the vitall ſpirit of Trafficke, dire&ing and controlling (by juſt proportions) 
the prices and values of Commodities and Moneyes. 

True it is,thatthis Spirit and facultie ofthe Soule,namely,the Exchange for Money, 
raketh his originall from the Soule, which giueth life ro the body of Traihicke ; that 
is toſay,The exchange for Moneyes by Bills ofexchanges, is grounded vpon Moneyes, 
and Moneyes were inuented and made by common conſent to be the rule and ſquare 
to ſet a price vnto all things, and theright and true judges of then , and is therefore 
called Publica Menſura,or the publike meaſure betweene man and man. But ſince the 
manner of Exchange was inucnted between nations and nations,or countrieand coun- 
tries, Moneyes did only remaine thepublike meaſure within the realmes or _— 
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weales of every cquntrie, betweene man and man, according to the valuation of Prin- 
ces and States impoſed vpon Moneyes : and the Exchange of Moneyes by Bills be- 
c2:me Publica Menſura betweene vs and forreine nations, and betweene all nations in 
the courſe of commerce, accarding to which Exchange all commodities are bought 
and {old. And albeirthar the abundance or quantitic of Commodities,and the man 
or few buyers, or the ſcarcitie of Commodities, cauſeth the prices of Commodities 
to riieand fall ; and likewiſe that plenty of money maketh thingsdeare, and ſcarcitie 
of Money maketh them good cheape,as a propertie inherent vnto mony as a true mea- 
ſure: yet we muſt obſerue in true order, That both commodities and Money are Paſ- 
ſive,fince ch'exchangewas invented, which is only a&tiue,and that in countries where 
all the eflenriall parrs of Trathcke are vſed. But howſoeuver, the Maxime is tobe ob- 
ſerued in the auoyding of the ouer-ballancing of Commadities in price and qualirie, 
Marcus Catotherefore ſaith aduiſedly : 


Oportet patrem familias eſſe Yendacem, non Emacem. 


| Aprince therefore (as the father of the common-wealth) oughr to be ſe] Jerand nor 


a buyer, which commeth to paſſe when the expences of his common-wealth doe nor 
exceed his incomes and reuenues: this to be effected by keepinga certaine equalitie 
in the Trafficke betweene his kingdome and forreine nations. For riches being natu- 
rall,or artificall,and both ſubje& ro Number, Weight, and Meaſure, requireth a cer- 
taineequalitie inthe trug commutation of things betweenevs and other nations, And 
juſtice being diſtributiue and commuratiue, euery man of judgement knoweth, that 
this part is comprehended vnder juſtice commurariue ; and thatall Traffickeconſi- 
ſteth of the land Commodities,and of the Commodities of the ſeas, and laſtly, of the 
Commodities of gther countries and nations. For God cauſed Nature to diftribute 
her benefits or his bleſſings to ſeuerall clymats, ſupplying the barrengeſle of ſome 
things in one countrey with the fruitfulneſſe and ſtore, of other countries, to theend 
that interchangeably one common-weale ſhould liue with another. 

Theſe Aphorifmes or ſele&ed points are of great importance : for (as 18'noted be- 
fore) gaine being the ſcopeofall Merchants, is procured without regard had tothe 
common-wealth , the wealth whereof cannot properly decreaſe but three manner 
waies, namely, by felling our home Commodities too good cheape ; by buying the 
forreine Commodities too deare , and by the trachortation of Moneys4n ſpecte,when 
the exchange of moneyes doth nor anſwere the true value of ir,by Bills of Exchanges, 
as ſhall be plainely demonſtrated. 

For this Exchange is the Rudder of the ſhip of Traſhicke, faſtened vpon the Para- 
lell of the keele of Equitie,which doth rule and dired the faid ſhip vponall the varia- 
tions of the Commodities of all countries. Many men knowing that the Rudderdotrh 
gouerne the ſhip, can notwithſtanding giue little reaſon of the caule of it, but admire 
ro ſee ſo ſmall a piece of timber haue fo great an operation; yet no man is ſo fooliſh 
as tO attribute that power vnto the ſailes or any other appurtenances of the ſhip, or to 
the maine body of itcalled the hull of the ſhip. Grear is the errour therefore of thoſe 
that will aſcribe any effeQuall operation to the quantitie of Commodities,albeit 
there was a trafficke and commerce without either Money or Exchange for Money, 
when the courſe of it was likea ſhip ſailing without Rudder or Compaſle. 

Money may well be compared to the Compaſle, hauing fo many variations vpon 
the ſcuerall ſtandards of the coines of all countries, and changing continually from 
timeto time in valuation; Princes and Common-weales taking aduantage one againſt 
another, either todraw treaſure intotheir Kingdomes and Territories, or to aduance 
the price of their countrie Commodities. And Exchange may properly be compared 
ro the Rudder ofa Ship, which commandeth the directions of the Compaſle accor: 
dingly,and ſo doth theExchange command the courſe of Mony:for ler the Randards 
of Moneyes bealceredeither in weight, fineneſſe,or valuation, the Exchange by alte- 
ring the price (with great facilitie) according tocquitic is able to meet and ouer-rule 


them all, as ſhall be declared inthe progrefle of this booke. fl 
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Thelearned haue determined,that no argument or diſputation is to be maintained 
with thoſe thar will deny Principles, which by reaſon and common conſent are indil- 
putable,and ſtand of their owne authoritie: for by an vndoubred Principle or Axiome 
we know, That the whole is bigger than his part, that two is more than one, and that 
ewoequall things being equally divided into a third,are all equal. 

The knowledge of the premiſles is ſo naturally and vifibly engraffed in the minde 
of man, as no doubt can be admitred : neuerthelefſe there are men ſo intoxicated in 
their judgemehrs, that being once poſſeſſed of an imaginary conceit, they will neuer 
be remoued ; as hewas who asked of his friend, Vhat he ſhould do with an heape of 
ſtones and traſh to be rid of 1t 2 and was anſwered, That be ſhould dig a hole in the 
ground and bury them ; and when the other demanded of him,what he ſhould dowith 
the earth he ſhould dig out? he told him he ſhould make the hole ſo much the big- 
ger to but them in both, and he could neuer be recalled from this conceir, even in na- 
turall and ſubſtantiall things tobe felt, ſeene and handled , inſomuch that experience 
ſheweth, that digging an hole, one ſhall hardly put in the ſame earth againe, withour 
cramming and labour,much lefſe the other. | 

The Pithagorians doQrine lately reniued by Copernicus,touching the ſcituation and 
mouing of the bodies Cceleſtiall, denying the flabilitie of the earth, may in ſome 
meaſurebe admitted argumentand; gratia, tor they ſer forth ſome Aſtronomica!l de. 
monſtration, albeit imaginarie', and declare ſome reaſons agreeable to experience, 
namely, That the Otbe of the fixed Starres is of all other the moſt higheſt and fartheſt 
diſtant,and comprehendeth the other Spheres of wandring Starres. And of the ſtray- 
ing bodies called Planets, the old Philoſophers thought it a good ground in Reaſon, 
that the nigheſt tothe Center ſhould ſwitclieſt moue, becauſe the Circle was leaft, 
and thereby the ſooner ouerpaſſed, and the farther diſtant, the more ſlowly : and vpon 
this conſideration, becauſe of the ſwift courſe of the Moone, they did conclude, that 
the whole Globe of Elements was incloſed within the Moones Sphere, together with 
the earth as the Center of the ſame, tobe by this great Orbe, together with the other 
Planets aboue the Sunne turned, making by his reuolution one yeate , and whatſoeuer 
ſeemeth tovs to proceed by the moning of the Sunne, the ſame to proceed indeed by 
the reuolution of the earth, the Sunne fill remaining fixed and immoueable in the 
middeft, But A4riftorle his reaſons ge generally approued, to proue the carchs ſtabili- 
tie,in the middle or lower part of tffeworld, becauſe of grauitie and leuitie, rhe earth 
being (of all other Elements) moſt heauie, and all ponderous things are caried vato 
it, triuing(as it were)ro ſway downe,cuen to the inmoſt part thereof, with many other 
reaſons made diſputable by ſome, becauſe the Planers and Starres are farre aboue vs. 
But todeny the Principle of Exchange and Money as aforeſaid, may be refnted and 
proued to be ſo plaine an errour, as we ſee the hand or 7»dex of a dyall tobe the thing 
atiuewwhich ſheweth the houre, and the letters are things paſſive and immoueable in 
- pa ;and fo are Commodities in the courſe of Trafficke, where cxchange is 
vſcd. . 

Right Merchants are taken tobe wiſe in their profeſſion, for their owne good and 
benefit of the common-wealth ; for of the ſix members of all the goneraments of mo- 
narchies and common-weales, they are the principall inſtruments to increaſe or de- 
creaſe the wealth rhereof;as may appeare by the deſcription of the following royall 
banket of Great Britaine. The King of Great Britaine conſidering that all common-. 
weales are furniſhed with Dzuine ſeruice, Armes, Lawes, Riches, Arts, and Suſtenance, and 
that the managing of theſe fix things requireth ſix maner of perſons,namely, Clergie- 
men, Noble-men, Magiſtrates, Mercbants, Artificers,and Husbandmen(which joyntly 
are the members of all common-weales)was graciouſly diſpoſed to inuiterhem all vn- 
toa royall banker, where (after many pleaſing diſcourſes concerning hunting, and ha 
uing proved by many examples, that the moſt renowned Princes delighting in that 
royall ſport, baue alwaies beene the beſt warriers) his Majeſtic was pleaſed, that every 
member of his common-wealth as aforeſaid, ſhould in one onely word expreſſe the 
properticof his profeſſing or calling ; whereupon the Clergie-men did ſay,vweinſrud, 
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the Noblemen, we fight , the Magiſtrates, we defeyd'; the Merchants, we inr:ich ,; the Ar- 


rificers,we furniſh, and the Husbandmen,wve finde. The King anſwering, vied theſe or 
thelike ſpeeches : We do very well approue your declarations in this briefe manner, 
recommending euery one of you to diicharge your dutie accordingly, witha remem- 
brance, that we (as your head) muſt make the body of the common-wealth compleat : 
for the office of a King towards his ſubje&s,doth very well agree with the office of the 
head,and allthe members thereof, For from the head (being the ſeateof judgement) 
proceedeth the care and prouidence of guiding, and preneniting all euill that may 
come tothe body or any part thereof,the head cares for the body, ſodoth the King for 
bis people:and euen as all diſcourſes anddire&tions flaw from the head,and the execu- 
tion of, them belongeth to rhe. members, enery one according to their office ſo is it 
betweene a wiſe prince and his people. Andas the head by true judgement may im- 
ploy the members in rheir ſeuerall offices being thereunto ſufficient, or being defe- 

Rive may cut them off, rather than to ſuffer inteRion to the reſt : euen ſo is it betwixe 
the King and his people, for as there isalwaies hope of curing any diſeaſed member by 
direction of the head, ſo long as it is whole ; and by the contrary, if it be troubled, all 
members are partakers of that trouble;ſo is it betweene the King and his ſubje&s,who 
is therefore called Parens patrie, who like a father of the great-family of the com- 
mon.wealth,doth ſtudie for the welfare thereof. 

_ The Lord Chancellor making a generall anſwer, did acknowledge his Majeſtie to 
be the right and ſupreame head,without which the body was to be eſteemed as adead 
crunke, for,ſaid he, the royall Scepter of a Monarchie, guided with good and whole- 
ſome lawes, doth far exceed all other gouernments, which properly are called A4r;/ts- 
Cractes ef Democracies. PLETE 27 

Ariſtocracie isthe gouernment of the leſſe number of people of a common-wealth 
1n ſoveraigntie, and Democracze (being contrary vnto it) is the greater number of peo- 
| Plegouerning.VVhereas a monarchic is a common-wealth where one ſole Prince hath 
the abſolute gouernmenr, here the peace, vnitie, concord, and tranquilitic of ſubjects 
confiketh by meanes of one head, by whoſe power common.weales are fortified, ver- 
- tue thereby being vnited and more corroborated, than if it were diſperſed into manly 
parts,which giue occaſion of ſtrifes,turmoiles, and cantrouerfies by the diuided pow. 
ers andemulationof greatnefle : when as one perſon (imitating nature) doth gouerne 
(as the head) all the parts and members of the body, for rhe generall ſafegard and 
weale publike, | 

Hereupon replication being made by the King ; fault was found of the generall 
dearth of all things within his Realme, without any ſcarſitie of the ſaid things ſeruing 
for the backe and belly,which we attribute vato you Husbandmen, ſaid the King, tor 
food-is deare and yet there is no dearth. The Husbandmen did excuſe themſelues, 
and laid the faultvpon the Noblemen and Gentlemen for raifing of their rents,taking 
of Farmes into their hands,and making of incloſures, Noblemen and Gentlemen did 
impoſe the cauſe vpon Merchants and Artificers for ſelling things dearer than in 
rimes paſt, which cauſed cuery man to make the moſt of his owne, according/to his 
profeſſion; wherein the Artificers were caſfily diſpenſed withall, conſidering their la- 
bours, and Workemens wages, buying alſo all things dearer. So that the fault did 
wholly remaine vpon the Merchants, who haue the ſole diſpoſing of all Commadit- 
ries exported and imported for the good or hurt of the Commonwealth ; which cau- 
ſed the King to enter into conſideration of the aforeſaid three Effentiall Parts of 
Trafficke, name, Commodities, Money, and Exchange for Money by Bills of Ex- 
change. 2 201 

And ingenioufly percciuing, that the vitall ſpiricof traſhcke did con(ift in the.mat- 


rer of Exchange for Moneyes, becauſe the ſame is the publike meaſuie betweene Na- 


rion and Nations, and that gaine was the radicall moiſture of commerce, which bad 
his effeuall power in Exchanges : his Majeſtie thought good to call divers Mer- 
chants ro the conſultation ofthis buſineſſe(being withintheirelement) to heare their 
2p1nion how to remedy the ſaid inconuenience, | T4 AY | 

\V here- 


Compariſon 

and propertie 
ofthe bodice to 
the head, fo 
berwecene the 
King and his 
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Three manner | Whereapon his Highneſlſe odſerued three manner of. Merchants : The firſt (which 
ot Merchauts: yyere the greateſt number) were ignorant of the fundamentall reaſons of Exchanges, 
and being carried with the ſtreame, never tooke notice of it, but were guided therein 
by ignorant brokers of Exchanges, according to the rule of forreine Nations, The ſe. 

_ cond ſort of Merchants, were thoſe that did altogether practiſe romakea benefit by 
Exchanges and Tranſportations of Moneyes, and neuer did deale in commadities at 
home or beyond the ſeas, and theſe would nor confeſlt that rhere was any abuſe com- 
mitted by exchange. The third ſort of Merchants (being the ſmalleſt number) were 
men.of wiſedome and experience, and yet they found the matter of exchange to be a 
miſterie, vntill examination of the properties rhereof, and then (like good Patriots) 
they.tooke a care:for the welfare of rhe Common-wealth. The firſt ſort, he did nor 

Offenders vn- regard becauſe of their ignorance : The ſecond ſort he did compare vnto Vinteners, 
arcomat® Whoarenot fit to becalled tobe. Afſiſtanrs in making of Lawes againſt drunkenneſſe, 
| and fo reje&ed them: But.the third ſort he did embrace as worthy Councellars to re- 
forme abuſes ; and ſome of theſe were of opinion, That by reaſon of the baſe Maney 
coyned inthe laterend of the raigne of Henry the 8,all the forrein Commodities were 
{old dearer, which made afterwards the commadities of the Realme toriſc at the Far- 
mers and Tenants hands, and that the ſame was made dearer through plentyof Mony 
paning of and Bullion, which came from the Weft-Indies , and eſpecially, becauſe an ounce of 
| the price of Saluer was inhaunced by the ſaid King, from forrie pence, to fortie five pence, and af- 
things. terwards in proceſle of time was valued at threeſcore pence, and that the operation of 
the ſaid alteration doth ſtill continue, Others ſaid, That the prices of things bein 
riſen, was of no great moment, becauſe it was by denomination, and not really ; for 
that which was called fortie before, was now termed threeſcore, according to the 
coynes of Siler valued by the ounce, as aforeſaid, But the wiſer ſort did goe further, 
andcomparing the prizes riſen of forraine Commodities, farre more than the prizes of 
our home Commodities, they did acknowledge, that there was an ouer-ballancing of 
commodities, and found that the courie of Exchange for Moneyes was the efficient 
cauſe therof:For they did obſerue, that as the Elements are joyned by Symbolization, 
the aire tothe fire by warmeneſle, the water to the aire by moiſture, the carth to the 
water by coldnefſe; ſo is Exchange joyned to Moneyes, and Moneyes to Commodi- 
ties by their proper qualities and effets,whereby itdid appeare vatothem 

Firſt, That our Money being vndervalued. in Exchange, cauſeth the price of our 
home Commodities to be abated, and to be ſold better cheape 1n forraine parts, and 
isalſothecauſe that our Moneyes are exported. 

Secondly, The Moneyes being tranſported, taketh away the lively courſe of Traf- 
ficke ofour ſaid Commodities,and cauſeth young Merchants torunne by Exchanges 
vpon Bills to maintaine their trade, paying great intereſt for Money, which they can- 
not take 'vp by their ſingle Bond, as they can doe by Bill; taking vp the ſame By Ex- 
change without Sureties., : 

Thirdly, this cauſeth young Merchants and others to make raſh ſales of their 

Commodities beyond the ſeas, topay their Bills of Exchanges, whereby they ouer- 
throw the Markets of others, and make them ſell better cheape. So on the contrary, 
the coynes being ouer-yalued in exchange,andalſo inhaunced beyond the ſeas, cauſed 
the price of forraine Commodities to increaſe, more than our native Commodiries z 
andour Merchants are compelled (of courſe) to make returne thereby, becauſe they 
cannot import thoſe onervalued Moneyes, but to their exceeding great lofle, And 
by exchange they finde few Takers,vnleſſe it be our young Merchanrs, which do con- 

Cauſcsof the ſume theireſtates by Exchanges, and Rechanges.For of the ſaid three E flentiall parts 
ouer-ballance» of Trafficke, we have but the vſe of one (as they obſerued) which is the buying of 
OS Eu forraine Commodities, to make returnes, increaſing therein the conſumption of the 
we ſaid wares,and not our owne Moneyes remaining hereby plentifull beyond the ſeas ; 

the rather for that Bills of debt are (as readie Money) paſſing berweene man and 

man cauſeth with them a lively courſe of Trade, whereby their Commodities 

are aduanced in price and ſale; neither are they compelled to ſell them bur at ys 
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price, becauſe they find mony at intereſt,at fiue and fix inthe hindreth, 

This plenty of mony is daily increaſed by our merchants trading into Spaine and 
all others, who doediuert the Royals of Spaine from vs, becauſe of the inhaunſing of 
monies beyond the ſeas,where they haue 25 vpon the hundreth gain,yhen with vs they 
make but to p cent. | 

This gain 1 practiſed by exchange, and wouttatherwiſe be but imaginary, as ſhall 
be declared hereafter : whereby we ſhall findethat the faid Exchange is ſtil predomi- 
nant,and ouer-raling the monies and commodities, TE ITE 
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o A —_ Deſcription of the W. orld, e ecially of 
,vROPE, Meaſured by Millions of Acres of | + + 


Ground, ypon the Map. © 


« The Meaſure is one Million, or ten handred thouſau# Actes. 


T 


| {1 E Circumference of the roundneſſt of the whole Globe of the 
jj VVorld,compoſed of Water and Earth, is accounted tobe 5400 Geo- 
I, $4 'mcrricall miles, or 21 600 ordinary miles, But whereas the Miles in 
ti Fo £Þ>|| all Kingdomes and Countries, and almoſt in cuery Prouince or Shire 
Fe \ 0.» | dodiffer; I haue thought convenient ro admit one meaſure of one 
BRA nillionof Acres of ground, to meaſure the whole Globe thereby ac- 


W 
| \\ 
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cording to the Map : which is not only intelligible toall men,butall Merchants alſo 


may haue vſe thereof. For by the number of the millions of Acres, .comparing,one 
kingdome vnto another, or one Countrey vnto another Countrey, they may know the 


bigneſle and ſpaciouſheſſe thereof, which wee have particularly obſcrued in Enrope, 


with a diſtinion alſo of the dominion of Princes in theſe ſeueral Countries known 
by the name, France, Italy,Germany,and others, which many-times falleth imtoconſi- 
deration vpon fingular occaſions. pollen yon nr RR. 
| This Globe of the World is divided to be two thirdparts Water or ſeas, ;and;One 
third part land : andof this Land there is one third part nor inhabited, and rhe other 
two third parts are as followeth. | SE nate] 
The whole Circumference by the aforeſaid meaſure is 1 9, 803, 575000, which is 
29 milliars, 803 millions, 575 thouſand Acres, and the milliar is ten hundred milly 
ons, So the= part water is 19 milliars, 869 millions, and 50000 acres of ground an- 
ureble ; and the other part third is 9 milliars 934 millions, and 525 thouſand 
cres. | 
Hereof dedu@- part not inhabited,which is 3 milliars, 311 millions, 5 08000 A. 
cres; fo reſt 6 milliars 62 3 millions, 17000 acres of land inhabited, whereoffollowes 
2 particular diſtribution. : L270 ; 


q Firſt for Europe or Chriſtendome. 
England containeth 29 millions, 5:68 thouſand Acres, 


Scotland: 


A Milliaris. 
ren hundred 


Millions, 


Lex «Mercatoria. 


Scotland containeth 14 millions, 432 thouſand Acres. 

Ireland concaineth 18 millions. 

So theſe three Kingdomes, with all their dominions of lands and Iflands adjacent, 
vnder the Diadem of King 1ames, contain 62 millions of acres of ground, &c. 

England is by this computation accordingly with the Dominion of Wales,and all 
Iſlands thereunto belonging, the thouſand part of the whole Globe,or the 222part of 
the earth inhabired, or the 333 part of the whole earth : and Scotland may be tull the 
one halfe of this computation, that 1s, the 4.44 part of the carth inhabited, 
or the 666 part of the whole earth ; and the Monarchy of Great Brittain and the King- 
dome +] Ireland is the 4.80 part of the whole Globe, vnneceſſarie fractions 1n cypher 
omitted. 


The body of the Sun is 1 66 times bigger than the whole Globe of the World and 
ſo accordingly for the ſeas and earth as aforeſaid. 


« The 17 Prouinces of the Low-Countries, 


Containe 10 millions 7 97 thouſand Acres. Whereof 
The reconciled Prouinces with Spaine containe 7 millions, 197000 actes. 
The vnited Prouinces vnder the States containe 3 millions 5 99000 acres. 
The Kingdome of France diuided into 3 2 Prouinces,containeth in all 82 millions 
87 9000 ACTeS, 


The LIGSEOMEs of Spaine,being 8 in number, containe as followeth : 


| m, 1m, 
Caſtile —————25 millions 730 Leongalifa —————g millions 124 
Andaluſia———2—2 millions 425 Arragon ———13 millions 104. 
Granado —— ——2 millions 128 Biſcay ———————3; millions 412 
Navatte—-——— million 458 Portugal ——- Io millions 154. 
Inallcontaining 67 Millions, 5 25 thouſand acres. 
| 1 TALT 
Vander Spaine. 
Naples————-1 millions 750g Savoy ——+- —— 1 million go 
Lombardy —————: million 649 Piedmont -——1 Million 160 
Vnder Venice. Toſcana, &c,———4 millions 785 
Treviſana ——————2 millions 584 Suria and Florence ——————480 
Verona ——————o millions 486 Marca 2-92 _ -11; 
Frioul—————- 1 million 047 Pyun _—— A... 
Mantua ——————— o Millions 48 Parma ———————————8z 
Vnder Rome. Sicilia —— ——————-2 millions 113 
Liguria .——  — million 415 Cypres—— ———I million 601 
Romaghia—--————: million 885 Candia=—— —.—2 Millions 060 
Hetruria— ——————o millions 540 Corfica ——- ——- million 395 
Latium —————o millions 48 Sardegna . —4 millions 089 


Containing in all 44 millions 257 thouſand Acres, 


(TERMANIA. 


m. m. 
Saxonig———=—=—=—; millions 484 _ Bavaria ————3 millions 245 
Milnia————.——3; millions 249. Helſatia-—————; millions 644. 
Turnigia——-————— million 093 Heluetia —— ———12 millions 328 
Luſata———2 millions 572 Balle——————————o millions842 


A + A A ro ee toe adams dn _ 
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Swebourg ————-—2 millions 109 Pomerania——-—3 millions 24.9 
Salbourgh ——-———1 million 063 Brandenbourg—-——6 millions 208 
Trier, Ments, Splers, | Machalboug — 2millions t07 
Strausbourgh, and £ millions —237 Franconia————-—6 millions 36 
| Wormes- —Yy Tiroll —————-—3; millions249 
Iuliers —-——— — 343 Carinthiz—-—- x million 588 
Cleve——————. 5Stiria =———I million 779 
Weſtphalia—————2 millions 300 Palatine Rhene —+— 4 millions 36t 
Oſnab ———— — 358 Wirtenborgh ———-1 million 223 
Silefta ——— ———5 millions 706 Embden——————— zo 
Bohemia — ————7 millions 224 Oldenbourgh ——-———————449 
Auſtria ——— ——— 6 millions 121 Liege ————————z4> 
Moravia-————-—4 millions 114 Cologte—————————I5 
Containing inall 93 millions, 646 thouſand acres: | 2 


Prufſia————1o millions 240 thouſand Acres: 


m 


Ruſha———————-9g millions 607 
Volhimia —<—-——; millions 762 
Maflovia ———I million 916 
Livonia—— —-—34 millions 115 
Poland ————-—— 19 millions 205 


Heretofore named Polonia, containing inall $0 millions 845 mc 


DEzNnNMAR=xE® 


m. 
Denmarke——-— 10 millions 426 
Norway ———— 28 millions 492” 
Holſtetn—<+——— ——-——:I million 065 
Ditinars ———————337 


Containing inall 4o millions, 326 thonſand acres. 


SCWETHEN. 


Swethet———57 millions 430000acres. 
Finland————7 millions 531000 
Gothia -——20 millions 936000 


Containing inall 85 millions,897000acres. 


Part ofRuſſia or Muſcoviaand Situam vnder Europe, 2 32 millions, 55$ thouſand 
acres. So that whole Europe or Chriſtendom doth but contain 802 millions 740000 Eyrgp) 
acres,which is not the 12-part of the whole carth. 2 _ 
Hungary, Datmatia, Tranſylvania, and all Turky, 385 mill. 367 

Mulcovia pars 128 millions, 817000 acres 


Tartaria——-299 millions, 110000 ASla? 
Perſia —385 millions,367000 
2 Calicut and Eaſt India 587 millions, 200000 actes. | 
Aſrica containeth 154.1 millions, 883000 acres. AFRICA | 
F America containeth i152 millions, 400000 acres. AMER | 


© Nova Hiſpania 1349 millions, x 33000 acres. OTE 
q L700 H 2 4 Summs 


__ 
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- | Summa totalis of the inhabited parts of the World, ſix Milliars, ſix hundreth 
$ #06 and-wenty three Millions,and ſeuenteen thouſand Acres of 
Land, Vt ſupra. 


TT7HE vſe of this Deſcription, to know the bigneſſe of one Countrey, compared 
vnto another countrey, is for example : 
England containeth 29 meaſures and odde ; Bohemia containing 7 meaſures and 
odde, isthe fourth part of England,or thereabouts, 
- 'Thex7 prouinces of the Low-countries, beeing ten meaſures and odde,is the third 
partof England,or thereabour. | 

\{Fhe Monarchie of great Brittain being 44 meaſures and odde,is as big as all Italy 
and. the five I{lands of Sicilia,Cyprus, Candy, Corſica,and Sardignia,and is alſo mote 
papulous,and ſo for all other countries : infomuch that England only, containing 2 9 
of thoſe meaſures,or Millions,5 68 thouſand acres of ground, if we dedu& the 5 Mil. 
- Onepenny an [1ons,and 568 thouſand acres for wilde and waſte grounds and highwaies,there wil re. 

Soundin Eng, MAIN 24 Millions of acres,which at one penny an acre,amounteth to 100000 ®,a mat. 
| land, ter little ſenſible. 
Here may Aicrocoſmos, the little world Man, behold how little the great world is, 
which is made for him as a tabernacle, where he hath no abiding place,but rravelleth 
as a Pilgrim toward the celeftiall habitarion,with a thank full minde & remembrance 
of the mercy of God, who hath been mindeful of the ſon of man,and made him lower 
than the Angels, to crowne him with glory and worſhip, ?ſal.8. 

Thus much I thought ro demonſirat vnto Chriſtian Merchants touching the world, 
before we intreat/of the commodities, wherby traffique and commerce isby them and 
other nations maintained ; according to the antient Verſe, 

Currit Mercator ad Indos,+— asappeareth in the next Chapter. 
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Of the Commodities of all Countries,whereby Com- 
72 merce 1 maintained. 


| Lbeit that the aforeſaid Do@ors of the Civill Law have declared that 
) | there be bur three kind of bodies of things, namely, 

Us 1 | . 2u0d comtinetur vn0 ſpiritu, vt Homo,Lapis, &c, Which 15 contai- 

A || ned of one ſpirit, as Man,and a Stone, or ſuch like. 

ft 2 Pvodexpluribus inter ſe, coherentibus conſlat, vt edificium navss ec, 
Which conſiſteth of many things ioyned together, as a Building , a 


| Corporum tvia 
\ ſunr genera, 


Ship, &c. 
: Puod ex diftaxtibus conſtat, vt corpora no nomine ſubjetta,veluti Populus, legio, grex, 
&c, Whichconſiſteth of diſtant things; as many bodies vnder one name,a People,a 
Legion,a Flocke, and the like. Yet this definition is not compleat concerning the 

body of Traftique and Commerce;conſiſting of body, ſoule,and ſpirit, namely mw 
|  , re i rs modities, 
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modities, Money,and exchange of Money by Bills of Exchange, as aforeſaid , which 
arc to be deſcribed inorder. Andbecaule Commodities, like vnto the Body, vpheld 
the world at the firſt by way of commutation and bartering of them accorditig to ne- 
ceſlitieand vſefulneſle : Therefore may it be thought conuenient to ſet downe1n this 
place the particular Commodities of all Countries, and (of fome of them) their va- 
lnes and eſtimation, by means whereof Traftique and Trade is eſtabliſhed and main- 
tained, that thereupon we may proceed accordingly. 

Verily in theeſtate of Innocencie all things were common ; bur alaſſe this Com. 
munion of things endured but a while ; and now by reaſon of our naturall cortuprion 
and pronenefle to wrong one another, there is an abſolute necefſitie of proprietie and 
ſeuerall poſſeflion, which is conſonant to the Law of God,as well as founded vpon the 
Law of man, and conſent of Nations ; it being the voice of ſecondary Nature, This is 
my houſe, This is my towne, and This is my fernant, &c; whereby Mezm & Trim is 
diſtinguiſhed. 

The revocation of this communion of things is the nerves and bond of humane ſo- 
_ cieti@, and the mother of labour and diligence. Whowould till the ground, if he ho- 
ped not to taſte of the crop of it? Surely all would be waſte and deſolat, if men were 
to plant and build for every body, thar is, no body, Wee ſee by experience, that the 
ſtrongeſt would depriue others of the vſe of things, vnleſſe the Law did interpoſe her 
authoritie,which is two fold, namely Paternz & Politica, effeted by the fathers of Fa- 
milies,and Magiftrats, Aud herein is no other equality to be found concerning things 
but a mutuall voluntary eſtimation of them according to the vie and behoote of the 
{aid chings. And the proverb is true, That goods held in common are (as it were) no 
bodies goods, and not manuredas they ouzht to be. Wherenpon Plato itt his ſecond 
Commonwealth (vpon better conſideration) did revoke his former opinion of the 
communitie of goods, and vied to ſay, That no man was a gainer, but another became 
a loſer, which had an ouer great regard to the property of goods, and if there wete no 
propertie of goods, all traffique would ceale. 

Neuerthelefle, the Equalitie and Equitie in the courſe of Commerce muſt be ob- 
ſerued, to auoid the ouerballancing of Commodities, as 1n the precedent Chapter is 
- mentioned, which requiretha third conſideration of atother kinde of Equalitie, For 
as we baue noted with 4rifotle, Riches is either Naturall or Artificiall. 

The Narurall Riches, as Lands, Vines, Forreſts, Medowes,and thelike,. 

The Artificiall,as Mony, Gold, Siluer,Cloth, and all other manifaQures and Hou. 
ſhold ſtuffe, 

Now as this artificiall Riches is proceeding of the naturall Riches, and that both 
theſe doreceiue their price and eſtimation from mony; ſo reaſon requireth a certain 
equalitie between them which we finde tobe defeQtiuegwhich is concerning the price 
of lands. 

To proue our Aſlerrion, we can hardly make this inequalitie appeare,albeitwedoe 
finde the want of the treaſure tranſported from vs intothe parts beyond the ſeas. For 
it befalleth vatovs concerning Monies and wealth, as it doth toa General ofa Camp 
of ren thouſand ſuppoſed armed men, whereof muſter beeing taken ar ſeuerall times 
and vpon ſeuerall dayes,all of them are found to be armed, becauſe they lend their ar- 
mor to cach other : whereas if they were all muſtred ina day,and at one inſtant,a great 
partof them would be found to want armor. So the like want of monies and Wealth 
would be found, if rich men were examined for their perſonal eſtates vpon any vrgent 
occaſion. Andnow letvs examin the Commodities of all countries,beginning inthe . 
Eaſt, and ending inthe Weſt. 


«| Of the goodnefſe and value of Eaſt India Commodities. 

T He Merchants Trade for the Eaſt Indies took beginning in England, in the yere 
I 600, at which time Spices andall other commodities were bought for the pri- 

ces hereafter declared tranſlated out of the Portugal tongue, with my additionsand 
obſeruations concerning the goodneſle of thoſe commodities, 


Cloves 
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Cloyes, Cloves growing in the Iflands of Moluccos, being clean of ſtalks,by the Portugall 
| Fuſſes, called Fuſties, were fold tor 5o Pardaos the Kinral,or the 100 weight of 112 # corre- 

ſ{pondent with our London quintal or handreth, accounting the Pardao or Ducat at 
5, is about 27 pence the pound. There is another leaner or drier fort of Cloves ca[- 
led Craus di Baſtao, which is fold for 25 ducats,which the Portugals doe mingle many 
times : the difference is halfe in halfe in price, and the pound at 13 + pence. 


| Mace, Mace,being of a faire colour and large, which groweth vpon the Nutmegs, and is 
| had alſo in the Iſland of Bantan,was ſold for 74 ducars the hundred,which is 40 pence 
ſterling the pound. 
| Nutmegs, Nutmegs in the ſaid places were ſold for 15 ducats, is 75 f. the hundred, and the 
pound 8 pence ſterling. 


| Ginger, Ginger being dry, from Calicut, called Belledin, or aſh coloured Ginger,at-g Du- 


cats the hundred, is 45 f. and the pound at 5 pence or thereabouts. 

There is an inferior fort called 24ech1ino, of 6 ducatrs the Quintal. 
Ginger in conſerue, at 13 = ducats, is about 7+ pence the pound, 
| Cinnamon. Cinnamon of Zeilan,growing in that Iſland, was foldar 3 5 ducats, and the Cinna- 
mon of Malabar, called De nato, for ten ducats, wherby the pound of the beſt is about 
19 pence,and the other about 6 pence. | 
Pepper. Pepper of Calicut, Malabar,and the Iſland of Sumatra, at 10 Ducats the hundicd, 

bought by the baſer of 4 Quintals, commeth to 6 pencethe pound, | 

Long Pepper. Long Pepper was ſoldat 25 Ducats the hundred, is the pound 15 pence. 


Benjoin. Benjoinde Boninas at 55 ducats, and the other ſort of Caregaſan ar 48 Ducats is 
the pound at 2 ff. 5 pence,and 2 ff, 2 pence,or thereabouts, 
| Campheir, ampheir of China was ſold at 40 Ducars, is 10 ®, and the pound about 22d. 
Indico, Indico of the better ſort, called Carquez, 40 Ducats, and the common ſore of Ald- 


cas 30 Ducats, and the richer ſort of Aldcas 7o Ducats the hundred, which is the 

pound 22 d. 18d. and 3 f. orthereabouts. This rich Indico is as good as that ofthe 

Weſt Indies VVeſt Indies of Guatimalo, and better than Laurea (alias Labora)comming from che 

i ſaid Weſt Indies, whereof there was wont ro come another ſort, called Indico Cam- 

Vucertaine peche,which was an extrationof Logwood, being ouerlight and frothy withoar ſub- 

— wadeforlt= ſtance, which did ſwimvpon the water,whereby this manner of triall is vncertaine, and 
= only the Cowpe muſt finde the goodnefle of Indicoby the working of ir. 


q Commodities ſold by aweizht called Man, of 24 ® weieht. 


1Hina filke 76 Ducats. Silke in pieces 86 Ducats. Silke of Lancan 4o Ducats. 
Silke of the Eagle, the beſt 35, and the common 26 Ducats, | 
E mud wax. Lacre or hard Wax 16 Ducats the Man. Softwax 4 ducats. 


« Commodities ſold by the Bar of 15 Rooues or Arrobas of 28 ®. 


| Wood of W* ite Sandalothe 20 pieces 160 Ducats. Red Sandal wood 50 Ducats. 
China. Chinawood 180 Ducats. Ebony wood 200 Ducats. 


q Commodities which are ſold by the ounce. 


"IRE Mbre Greis 13 Ducats is 65 f, Blacke Ambre 3 Ducars,or 15 ff. the ounce. 
Muzke, Muske in Codsat 2 < Ducats, or 12 f. 6d. the ounce. 


- Bezarſlones, Bezar ſtones are ſold according totheir bigneſſe more or leſſe. 


| \ Silkes, 


4] Commodities ſold by the ſcore of twenty pieces, as Calico cloath,orc. 


"I '& Alicocloth of the places following called by ſeuerall names. : 
ofdiuerspla>  Canequins fine of Cambaya 60 Ducats, is 3 Ducars, or 15 ff. the piece. 
C8. Canequins ordinary of the ſame place, 4o Ducats is 10 þ.. the piece. 
Teadas 20 Ducats, is 5 f. the piece. Dotins, 2 5 Ducats, Bancals 10,8c. 
Cotonias for griers, 2 4 Ducars ; and ordinary at 2 0 ducats. 
Calico Cloth Dofinde, called Iourins fine, 70, and ordinary 45 ducats. PHI 
| Zalico 
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Calico Cloth of Canaor, called Beatillas, fine 2 6 Ducats,and the ordinary 20 du- 
cats. Pacharins 25, and Beramies.3o Ducats. | 

Calico Cloth of Vengala; of two places,called Caſlas fine, 100 Ducats, the ordi- 
nary Caſſas 70 Ducats, Soto pazes 25 Ducats, and Beatillas x 00 Ducats, 

Chaictares fine 40 Ducats, ordinaries 25;and Caſlas of 60 Ducats; 

Calico Lawne madeot Nettles, -broad,and 15 yards long, is of divers ſorts from 
60 Ducats to 120, and aboue. | 

Allkind of Drugs, differing much in. goodneſſe, muſt be bought accordingly ; as 
Mirabolanes,called Emblici,Belirici,Cirrici,and Indj. 

Tamarinds, Calamus, Aromaticus, Spicanardi, Oppium, Caſſia, Myrthe inanſe, A- 
loes Cicatrini, and Turia,Rheubarb,and the like ; Lignum Aloes, Saunders, Boraxor 
Artincall, and many other commodities. 

All which ſpices/and drugs:are tobe garbled,for the better and wholſom vie of man, 
for asliquid thiggs in-nature become foure, ſo dry things become bitter in nature. 
Whereupdn the Gatblers office was eſtabliſhed and granted firſt in England by king 
Edward the ſecond, vnto ſome ſufficient perſons, at the ſuitof the Pepperers,now cal- 
led Grocers of London, which is ineffe&,to ſeparat the good from the bad, or pure 
ng from the impure, putting them vp cuery one accordingly vnder eertaine 

eales, 

q Of the weirht, zoodneſſe, and values of Pearles and Pretions ftones, 


PEarles and Diamonds are bought and ſold by the Carrat Weight made for that 
purpoſe. For whereas Gold is {old by the Carrat of 24 to an ounce,accounting two 
Carrats for one ounce of Siluer, whereof 12 ounces make the pound weight Troy, 
This Carrat weight for Pearles and Diamonds is far leffer, for the 150 Carats make 
bur one ounce; ſo that one Cirtat of gold weight weigheth 6+ part of a Carrat of dia- 
mond weight, and the like for Pearls,wherof there is a meaſure forround peaple made 
correſpondent thereunto, which is alſo divided into 4 graines, as the Troy weight 1s, 
which graines are of leſſe proportion, of's -r0 one,and the diuifjons of ſmall weights 
are made in+<+and — part, albeitthe Troy graines are moſt commodly yſed, with- 
out this obſeruation. Sos 0 Ts 
Diamonds are bought in the Eaſt Indies, by a weight called Mangearor Mange- 
lin, weighing two Tare =, which= of a Carrat, for 4 Tares weigh a Fanan, which is a- 
boue 2 Carrats. SN WG 
Rubies are bought by the Fanan, and 11+ Fanans make one Mitigal, and 6+ © 
them makean ounce. But of late yeares, Diamonds, Rubies,and Saphiresaxe bought 
and ſold by the Carrat weight. hg 
Diamondsthe moſt perfe&, called Nayfe, are found in the kingdom of Decan and 
Narſinga, and the Iſland of Ziclan,which(as I fay) are ſold by the Mangelin,at ſo ma- 
ny Pardao's or Ducats of 360 Reis,or 9 Royals of Portugal ; but accounting the Fq+ 
n at 6 pence, and ten Fanans for the ſaid Ducar, then che Pardao is 5 ſhillings ſter- 
Ng. | | 
The Nayfe Diamonds are' pointed on both fides;-and they doe grow vpon 
the flat Diamonds, which are in the ſuperficies ofthe Bourt of Diamonds, and-are 
impure,commonly beaten therefore into pouder for rhe vſe of the.other Diamonds 
that are cur and poliſhed by the Millne. The flat Diamonds are alwaies valued one. 
chird part leſſe in price than the Nayfe are, ſolong as they-ere vncut ; but beeing cut, 
are of more or lefſe eſtimation according to their faſhion;-Some are faire Triangles; 
others Floure de-Luces, Roſes, Hearts, Columes, Demy-Crofles, or other faſhions 
of Poly Angles, and proportions ſeruing for the members or partsof the bodies of 
things tobe made into manyworkes and lewels, as theTewellers will apply the ſame, 
cut with many Faſſees or ſquares, Burt the thicke ſtones are more certaialy known by 
their weight, hauing their Biſallyes compleateither in-Tables or Points wanting no 
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Differenge. ; _ 


Ladia weight 5 


corners or due proportion, withourſpots or ſands,burbles,flawes,and veins, which ſom- properties of 
times (although irbe infittle ſtones) maketh rhem rung 6r 4 daiesvpan the milne, 890d diambdy * 


| ſpending. 
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ſpending much time and labour topoliſhrthem. It isalmoſt forty yeares ſince I did 
entertain divers milnes and cutters of Diamonds, whereby experience made proof vn- 
to me of theſe things, which are very conſiderable. For the water of Diamonds is al- 
ſo chiefely ſeene in the cutting and poliſhing of Diamonds, ſome being a yellow wa- 
ter, other greeniſh, other browniſh : bur the difference is almoſt all alike if they be of 
one rocke, thats to ſay,they are like in the parcels as they ſell them. The beſt waters 
are whitiſh, inclining tothe blew,which maketh the beſt illuſtration and play,as ſome 
call it, which ſometimes wil be found ro beadmirable ina thin ſtone,or feables as the 
Portugals call them : but the faſſets muſt be induſtriouſly wrought, which in great 
Kones of 10 or 12 Carrats maketh them to be Paragons, that is to ſay,in all perteRi- 
on,and being Picdras de mueſtrs, or ſtones of ſhew, will be ſold by eſtimation, as the 
loueand fancie of a manwill carry the ſame. | 
In times paſt all Diamonds abotie 4 Carrats, rough or vawrought, were the kings, 
inthe places wherethey were found ; which is the cauſe that concerning the values of 
| Diamonds of aboue4 Carrats cut, no proportion in price is made certaine betweene 
Iewellers, but is left ro eſtimation according tothe aboue ſaid properties. 
Small Diamonds haue ſome proportionable price, riſing a falling accordingly ; 


which were ſet downe at Paris in France, during the reigne of the French King Henry 
the fourth, by the Iewellers there, as followeth. | 


q Crownes of 6 fs. entry Carrat. 


| Rough Dia- Of xo ſtones a Car.—5 Of 2+ gr.the piece 14 < crowns the Car. 
monds called Ofgtoa Carrat—-5- Of; Graines 16<the Carat. 
wa; Of 8: to a Car,—-—6 Of; = Gr.—--17 
Of 7=ro a Car.——7 Ot 34 Gr,————18- 
Ot 7roa Car. — 7 Of1 Car.thepiece 19 
Of 6+ toa Car, —8 Of 4=Gr, ———19< 
Of troa Car. 8: Of45Gr.—-—:0 
Of5=-roa Car, ——8> Of qa Gr. ——-— 27 
Of5 toa Car, ——8= Of Gr. w—22 
Of4<roa Car ——9g Of 6 Gr. - 24 
Of 4 toa Car. —g+ Ot 7 Gr. —6 
Of ;3=-toa Car. —-94 Of8Gr.———3o 
Of 3roa Car, —io= Ofg Gr. —— —34 
Of 2 + toa Car. —11 Of 10 Gr. -— 40 
Of 2toaCar.——12 Of 11 Gr.———45 
_ Of2<=gr.thepiece 12+ Of12 Gr.——50 


Of 2>gr.he piece 13 Of 16 or 4 Carrats, 60 


By this eſtimare it appeareth, that a Diamond of 4 Carrats brutearvncut, is ſer 
downe 60 French crownes,which is 18 © ſterling : for it is vacertain what may becdi- 
miniſhed of the weight by the workmanſhipof it. So that in the ones cut and poli- 
ſhed there is morecertaintie ;whereof the price was likewiſe proportionably ſet down 


as followeth, : 
Of >a Grain—20 ſhillings ſter. 4, 
Ofi.ofa Grait—————:5 Of; = Graines ———16 © © 
Of one Gr .——————— Of; - Gr.— 20 © © 
Of 1 => Gri>———— Of3i Gr, ————-:24 ©o 0 
Of 15 Gr. —_ Gf4Gr.oonc Carrat zo © 9 
Of 1 = Gr,——o=————  —-o OfoneCarat- 23 0 0 
Of 2 Gr. ————— _ Of 1+ Canat-———;6 © oo 
Of 2= Gr, —————10 Of1+ Carat —40 © © 
_ Of: Gr, —————1 Of2 Carnats————60 © © 
_ Of: Gr————*oo Of; Carats———100 o © 
Of 3 Gr;————1 o © Of4 Carats——200 © © 


- 
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All which priſes may alter from time to time according to the vie of ptecious 


Rones,vpon accidentallicauſes of the marriages, of Princes and great perſonages, to 
be done proportionably. As if the Diamond of a Carrat ſhould riſe ewentie in the 
hundrerh,chen all the other ſorts accordingly;and fo alſo 1a the falling of the price by 
greater Quantities. | 

Diamonds of yellow water (which giue luſtre extraordinarily by eandle-light) are 
more in requeſt in Germany and ſome places 1n Italy, where the browne Diamonds 
arealſo deſired. Bur in England and France they are worth = part lefle (which is ac- 
cording to the abaueſaid prifes that Diamonds are now worth with vs alſo.) The Di- 
amond of a full Carrat being a perfe&t Table,and yellow, is worth 20 ® ſterling. 

The pointed Diamonds, which (in regard of their naturall proportion, hauing leſſe 
waſt:tn the cuttingJheretofore ſold better cheape than the Table Diamonds, are now 
dearer and more eſteemed, a rs 

About this time of the aboueſaid eſtimation, theſe Diamonds of the ſorts follow- 


ing, were bought rough or brute at Lixborne, 
"IP, 8. @. 
Of 10 peeces toa Carrat—— 1000 feis—or o 12 6 the Carat, 
Of gtoa Carrat —- —— 1200 Iels- oO I5 © 
Of 8 roa Carat ——— ——--1400 1tels——o 17 6 
Of7 toa Carrat————1x 600 tels——x o © 
Ofstoa Carrat ———- 1800. relS——1 2 6 
Of'5 to a Carrat —————2000 rei——1x 5 © 
Of 4 to a Carrat —————2400 1els I I0 © 
Of; toa Carrat ————— 3200 rets———2 © © 
Of 2 toa Carrat—————4000 res ——2 10 0 
Of one Carrat nayfe————— 6000 relt——3 15 @ 
Of one'Carrat flat ſtones———5 000 rei———3 2 6 
The cutting of them was 10 and 12 ff for every Cart in thoſedaies. | 
There is a rule for cut Diamonds aboue 5 Carrat. To multiply the weight of them 


within it ſelfe,and then by the price of one Carrat to value the ſamezas in the margent 
appearerh by the ſaid rule, after 25 ® the Carrat. | 
Rubies are found for the moſt part in ariuer called Pegu,being of the beſt kindeand 


fineft,and are called Nuncyplo, of a high colour withour any ſpots, and cleane, alſo the 


hardeſt and coldeſt vpon the tongue as the Indians ſay. 

_ They are ſold by the Corcia or ſcore, of 20 pieces, by a weight called. Fanan. The 
Rubie of ane Fanan for ten Pardaos or Ducarts, is 5 o ff ter. If they be be not perfeR, 
the price muſt be conſidered, as in the Iſland of Zeilan, where great quantities are 
found of a fleſhie colour,eſteemed but = in value,called by the Indians Manecar which 
being mundified by the fireare made Carbuncles. 

There is alſo found in Pegu,another kinde called Spinella with vs,and by them Ca- 
72#,eAeemed at halfe the value of Rubies. And in the like eſtimation were another 
xinde found inBalaſſia,and fo called, much like vnto the colour of aroſe. 

Saphires in the Iſland of Zeilan,the hardeſt are beſt,and of azure colour, 

Topaties in the ſame ſland,of colour like beaten gold, the hardeſt are beſt,and were 
{01d for their weight in gold in times paſt. 

Turquefes found in Malabar, beeing of Turquers colour by the day time, and by 
nigheby the light greene : they grow vpona blacke ftone, whereof thoſe retaining 
ſone little blackeveines,arethe better. 

_ Tacinths (in the Iſland of Zeilan) are tender yellow ſtones, and haue commonly 
_ pimples or burbles inthem. 

Emeraldsor Smaragds (being hard and greene ſtones, found in the countrie of Ba- 
bylon,and other places of India) were of greateſtimation before the quantitie diſco- 
acrcd inthe VWeſt-Indies, many of them are counterfeit : But by looking on chem 
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curiouſly towards the light, the counterfeitnefſe appearerh by certaine burbles, like 
as the glaſſe doth ; which 1s not in the true ſtones, although certaine beames appeare, 
which true ſtofhes being rubbed on the touchſtone, leave the colour of gold, and the 
counterteit,the colour of copper, for they are madeofan extration of copper. 


C——RRI— 


| Originall of Theancient Philoſophers haue determined that Sulphur and Mercurie(being the 
- pretious "a7 © | " | - : 
WR originalls of all metrals)are engendred ofvapours and exhalations,and the like origen 
chey aſcribe vnto all pretious ſtones : which cauſed Artiſts to take the ſame into their 
con{ideration both for the ſaid ſtones,as alſo for Gold and Siluer, whereof do intrear 
more in the Chapter of Mines royal, &c. | 
All theſe ſtones beingout of requeſt with vs, are tobe bought for Ruſſia and other 
places, as the buyer findeth canſe. | | 
 Eaft-India ' Pearles of all ſorts are moſt found in the VWeſt-Indies, which are Occidentall and 
—_— yet beare the name of Orientall Pearles which come from the Eaſt-Indies, and al- 
thoughthey haue more luſtre, they are ofa browniſh colour, and ſamewharenclinin 
tothe yellow, and therefore of lefle eſtimation and price, which at the beginning © 
our Eaſt-India trade was as followeth. 
T4... 
Of one Carat ———t + Pardaos 15—<——o' 7 6 Sterling. 
Of r - Carrat ———;}; Par, —————o 15 0 
O! 2 Carats ——- —6 Par, ——-——1 Io 6 Aliofar,which is ſmal 
Of 2+ Carrats ———8———— — oo Pearltefoldby the luera, 
Of 3 Carats ———12 ————— 3 © © © or Sorts which commerh 
Of3= Carrats—-——16- ——— 4 oo” fromthe fiſhing of Co- 
Of 4 Carrats-— 20 ————  — 0 0  motin,yorth | 
Of 4: Carats ———25 ———— 50 
Of 5 Carats ——-—30——————— 1o 0 
Of 5 = Carrats ———35— —.—8 15 The rJuera—33o' cis 
Of 6 Carats ——-——,0————— o o The fcond——=-18 
Pf 6= Carats ———45———- —11 5 © The thir|—-———8o 
Of 7 Carrats———50: ——— 10 o The fourth———18 
Of 7= Catrats —-——— 60—— ——15 oo The ith————— 
Of8 Carrats——70 CC BO ————————o—_— OO 
Weſt-Lndia And aboue this weight there is no proportion obſerued, bur it is meere eftimati- 
MY on,as is noted in Diamonds, eſpecially in the Weſt-India Pearles, being of a cleater 


white water inclining towards blew, whereof I bought a great quantitie of Sir Francis 
' Drakeknight, which he brought from Carthagena, a citte of the Iſland of Santo Da- 
mingo,being all vnholed and bruite,of ſeuerall ſorts,called Roſt;lls of 4o f, the outice, 
halfe Reſtilla of 30 ff,Cadenilla of 40 # the ounce, halfe Cadenilla 3 ®, Peararia of 60/and 
$0 peeces in the ounce 7 #, and halfe Pedraria of 100 to 1 10 peeces to the ounce 5#, 
Alſo great vnproportionated Pearles called Barocos, according to eſtimation and 
goodneſſe,as theſe prices were made at Paris, and when they are holed or boared and 
ſtringed vp in foure ſorts, called Eztrercto, and put intoboxes, then they are ſold one 
with another according to their ſorts, for 4 or 5 # the ounce: divers flat Pearles fer- 
uing for buttons, put vpon papers are ſold by rhe piece according to their bignefſe and 
faireneſſe. Seed Pearleto ſtampe for Apothecaries at 8 and 10 fthe ounce. 


Round Pearle, 


Round Pearles of all ſorts of this water, valued at Paris as followeth. 

oe: ſtar. | 7 3 ſtar. 
Of +a Graine 2 Solz tornois ——2d= Of 2 Graines 16———-——194+ 
Of: Graines 2 +—————4: Of2-= Graines 18——————2144 
Of r Graine 4: ———— 40 Of 2+ Graines 30—————3/ 
Of1 £ Graide 6—————-——7d- Of 3 Graites q0—————4 þ 
Ofr< Gnins I0—.———d Of;- Graines———50 fol!————5 
Ofr+ Graine 13 i——=——15d+ Of3+ Graines——-60—=———6 


Of 
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55h oF 0 0:8 
Of: 3 Granes——70-———7. Ot 5 Graines——t20——=z2 
Of 4 Graines Carat—80———8 : Ot: 6 Graines ————240-— —24: 
Of 4 - Graines ———9g0——+-9 Of 7 Graites———q60-———46 
Of 4+ Graines ———100—=——1a Of 8 Graines is 2 Carrats——-=60 


-.. Pearles ofa Carratare worth now teh ſhillings; and the other ſorts vnder the farhe, 
or aboug'ir,accordingly. © had 1400 of a Carratt, which were ſold for g ſand goo of 
two Catrars, ſold for 36 (hillings,;and many faire pendants, whereof nopricecan be 
made incertainety, they muſt haue the due proportion of a peare, and be of excellent 
water. 

Yellow Pearle,is not worth halfethe price of the Eaſt India browne Pearle, albeit 
they bea little helped to make them whiter, for the Prouerb is true, ©#0d natura dedit, 
nemotoligre poteſt;y butit they be yellow accidentally, then they will become vefy fire 
by the remedy following. | M8 \y 8 

Taketiwoounces of: white Argall or Tartar, and one ounce of Mercurie ſublimate; 
and 1 - ounce of Allome, put them together intoacleane pipkin or leaded por, pours 
vpon itthe beſt 4q#uavits you can ger, and binde your pearles into a cleane clout, and 
hang them in the por, and ſo let them ſtand ouer the fire one houre, not touching aty 

,art of the por,and they will be faire and white. 

- Ifthey begreatround Pearles they may be ſcaled, for naturally the Pearle is like 
vntoan-Onyon, ſcaling: one: vpon. another. I remember that a friend of my acquain- 
tance,called Mounficur Hellmantold me many-/yeares ſince, thatduring the minoxitie 
of Phil;p the third, late King of Spaine, he ſhewed vnto him two excellent great round 
Pearles,which he valued atten thduſand ducats, or three thouſand pounds: which the 
young prince tooke in his hands; ſaying, Becado por vu Roy (A marſell for a King) and 
ſwallowed them downe one after atether. The Merchant made account to receiue 
money for hisPearles;but he could not,and was glad within two daies after to take his 
Pearles againe,which by the heate of the ſtomacke were become yellow ; comming to 
Antuerp, a certaine Iew vndertooke to takeoff the vpper ſcale, and fo they were ex- 
ceeding faire againe,but diminiſhed: they were afterwards fold tothe great Turke for 
aboue two thouſand pounds ſterling. | Td 

Thus much for Orientall and Occidentall Pearles, where note that the weight for 
Pearles in Seuill, is leffer than the weight of Lisborne by eight in the hundrerh : the 
climate in the Eaſt is hotter thanin the Weſt, and the water more ſaltifh;whichcay- 
ſeth the diuerſitic of colours. © 

In Scotland are many times foand pretty ſtore of Pearles, and the climate beeing 
colder, maketh the colour of them to be dimme, albeit I have ſeene ſome very faire, 
and pendants alſo, The ſmall Pcarle is alſo very wholeſome in medicinable Portions, 


C Of the Commodities of Great Brittaine, 


He Commoditiesof Great Brittaine, containing. the Kingdomes of England Evzland; 


and Scotland and the dominion of Wales, are rich, and Staple wares, and very 
abundant,wirh a continualt increaſe, namely : 
Woollen Clothes of all forts,broad and narrow, lotig and (hort, called and knowne 
by the names of ſeuerall Shires, being 2'5 0000 Clothes made yearely,beſides the new 
Draperies of Perpetuanaes,and the like commodities. 
Tinneywrought and vawrought,aboue twelue hundred thouſand pounds yearely. 
| Leadrranfported and vſed,abone eighr thouſand Fodders euery yeare. 
Allomes made in abundance,aboue ſeuen hundreth Tunnes yearely. 
Copperas made according to the quantitie vſed, ſome 250 Tunnes yearely. 
_ Yronofall ſorts, ſetting 800 Furnaces on worke. 
Yron Ordnance, or caſt pieces according to occaſion made. , . 
Wools and Woolfels,and Calfe skinnes in great quantitie,and Conie ow TY 
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Stockins of all ſorts of Silke, VWooll,and Yarnſey,Yearne and VWooll, 
Buffins, Mocadoes, Grograines, Sattins, Calamancos, Veluets, Worſteds, Sarges, 
Fuſtians, Durance, Tukes,and all other Norwich wares and Stuffes.” 

- Saffron thebeſt that can be {ound 1n any country. 
q Glaffeand Glaſſes of all ſorts, Venice gold, Sea-coale,and ſalt. 

Scotland, Scot(-coale,Whear, Barley,aud all kind of graines in both Kingdomes, 
| Linnen Cloth,and all Ironmongers wates, Hides, Tallow, Leather, dreft and yndreſt, 
TrayneOyle, Salmons, Pilchards, Herrings, Hake, Conger,Red-Herring, Hops, Woad, 


Butter;Cheeſe,” Beere, Salt-peter and Gan-powder, Hony and Wax, Alablaitcr, and 


hn d__ 


— 
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many other Stones. 
291; ' The Commodities of the Kingdome of Ireland, are 
Irtlavd. X17 '7 Oolles,Felles, Yarne;Furres, Flax, Linnen Cloth, Hides, Tallow, Hem \Hon- 


ny, Wax,Herring, Cods, Hake. fiſh, Salmonds, Eeles, Ruggs, M , Irifh 
Cloth, Pipeſtaues, Yron,and Lead, Whear, and all kinde of graine, Salt-Beefe, Butter 
and Cheeſe,and many ManutaQures. ' | 


& The Commoditics of the Kingdome of France,ars 


France, | [nes,Prunes, Canuas,Linnen Cloth, Salt, Veluets, Raw ſilke,and diuers luffes 
:Y of Silke, Buckrames, Boxes with Combes, Paper,playing Cards,Glaſſe,Grain 
to dye,Roſen, VWhear,and all £inde of Graine corne. 


q TheCommodities of S paine and Portueal, are 


Spaine and "XN TÞ. Ools, Madera, Sugar, Almonds, Wines, Oyles, Anny-ſeeds, Anchoves, Bay- 

Portnoall, - berries, Bariglia,Figges, Raiſons, Traine-oyle,Yron, Oranges, Leamons, Sue 

. macke, Saffron, Soape, Coriander, Corke, Licoras, Woad, and the commodities of 
pur Weſt-Indies, Sugar of Brazill, Fernandebucke Wood, Tabacco,and other com- 
modities, 


The Commodities of Italy, and certaine Iſlands, 


YEnice Gold, Veluets, Sattines, Cipres, Silkes, Cloth of Gold and Siluer, Cot- 
tones,Fuſtians, Wines, Currans, Cloues, Raſhes, Rice, Sarcenets, Raw Silke, Al- 
lomes,and Vitrioll, Glaſſes and other Manufactures, 


Htaly; 


q The Commodities of Germany and places adjoynine, 


Germany, Wo: Argall, Steele, Latine, Copper, Yron, and all kinde of ManufaQure 
made ofthem:Copperas, Allomes, Lead, Fuſtians,Paper,Linnen cloth,Quick- 
fluer,Bell-mettall, Tinne,Reniſh Wines,and Mather. 


q TheCommudities of Eaſi=land, and thereabonts. 

| Baftland, Shes,Bowſtaues, Cables,Canvas,Buffe-hides, Flax, Hempe,Hony, Wax, Stock- 
fiſh, Spruce Yron, Match, Whear,Rye Meale, Woolles, Waynſcotr, Pitch and 
Tarre,and Linnen cloth, Cordage and Ropes. | 


q The Commodities of Denmarke,and Ngrway, and Sweaden. 


| Denmarke, 
| Norwayand % 
| Sweaden, 


Heat,Rye,VWoolles, Deales,Clap-boord,Pipe-ſtaues, Maſts, Waynſcot,Cop- 
per, Timber, Fiſh and Furres, Allomes in ſome places. 
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«| The Commoditics of Ruſſia. 


Allow, Hides, Caucare, abundance of rich Furres, Blacke Fox, Martins, Sables, Ruſlia; 
and the like : Honny,Vax, Cables,Ropes,and Cordage, | 


« The Commodities of Barbary. 


(Jon skinnes, Almonds, Dates, Aneale, Gumme, Feathers, Salt: peter, Gold plenti- Barbary, 
fully : and from Guynea, Hides,Oliphant-tecth and Graine, | | 


q The Commoaities of the Low-Countries, | 


Apeſtrie, Battery worke, Steele, Cambrickes, Lawnes, Hoppes, Mather, Butter, Low Couti« * 

Cheeſe, Grogromes, Bozatoes, Chamblers, Mocadoes, Bruſhes, Tape, Linnen #ries, 
cloth, Pots, Bortles,VVheat,Rye, Salt, Chimney backes, Blades, Horſes, Soape, Fiſh; 
Herrings, Cods, Ling,and many things,as Diaper, Sma]t, Hoopes of Yron, 


« The Commodities of the Weſt-Indies. 


Rom the Low-Countric beginning the Weſt India Trade, let vs ſet downe the 
commodities of it, ſeeing that the States of the vnited Prouinces have made lately 
a Societie of Merchants, bearing date the ninth of Iune 1622,wherein other Nations 
may be aduenturers, as by their letters patents appeareth ; prohibiting all other their | 
ſubje&s or inhabitants, thar they ſhall not trade from the {aid countries, nor out Or Lemters Pai = 
fromany other Kingdome and countrey whatſoeuer, vato the coaſts and conntriesof _— 
Aftica, from Tropicus Cancri, along to the Cape of Bova Speranza, neither in the cad by this 
countries of America, from the South end of Magellanes le Mary, and ather firaits,co State, 
the Rraits of Anianon euery ſide,Noua Guinea included,vpon forfeiture of the ſhips 
and goods and all their poſſeſſions, within their juriſdition and commandand arreiis 
of their perſons, vnleſſe they be of the ſaid company made andeſtablithed for the 
Veſt India Trade. | | 5 
Gold and Siluer, Cucheneale, Sugars,rich Indico, Donnigo, Ginger,Pearles,Eme- 
raulds, Hydes, Campeche or Logwood, Salſaparilla, Tabacco, Canafiſtula, Cacos- 
wood, Lignum vitz, Cottonwooll, Salt,and ſome other drugges for Phyſicke or dy-. 
ing of ſtuffes. And this may ſuffice for adeclaration of the principall commoditjes of 
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Lo 
- 


l; < did vphold the world by commuration and Bartritg of Commo- 
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D/{®2 ditics before money was deuiſed tobe coined, whereof we are now 
V5 intreate. For commutation, barter, or trucke of Commodi. 
of tics was firſteffeed in ſpecie, by deliuering one Commoditie for 
ATP" another according to the commodious and behoofull vſe of man; 
J ER O fo that one did d-liver ſo many meaſures of Corne for fo many 
meaſures of Salt, as was agreed vpon ; another ſo'many pound of VVooll _ 


a f baue compared Commodities vnto the body of trafficke, whick 


- Commul&t:o 
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many pound of Pepper, Sugar, or other commodities ; an other ſo many pieces of 
ſucha commodity for ſuch a commoditie; or ſo many Hides tor one barre of yron, 
or ſo many pieces of Siluer vacoyned, but weighed and exchanged, as yet is vicd in 
ſome places of America, Barbary and Guynea,and other countries. This may be pro- 
perly called an Exchange of commodities, or rather a permutation of commoadiries; 
albeit the Ciuilians, when there is ſcarcitie of Gold and Siluer in a countrey, and 
when the commodities in value ſurmount the money payed for them, they do call thar 


- apermutation, and deny the ſame to be an emprion by their diſtin&ions ; howſacuer, 


this manner of commutation or barter was made by number, weight and meaſure of 
commodities in kinde:but monies being invented and valued by the publique au- 
choritie of Princes according to their ſenerall ſtampes or cone, and by common con- 
ſent made Pablica Menſura, or the publike meaſure to ſer a price vpon euery thing, 
This commutation, barter,or exchange of commodities for commodities, was, and as 
(fince that time) made according to the rule of money, whereby euery man ſetring a 
price vnto his commoditie, doth ſell and barter. the ſameas he can, with areſpeR of 
the neceſſary vſe or requeſt had of the commoditie, and of the qualitic and goodneſle 
of the ſame, beeing either corruptible commodities, or ſtaple wares more durable, 
whereby all mertals and minerals came into greater eſtimation, and the pureſt was 
moſt valued and eſteemed, enen in the very trafticke by commutation when moneyes 
were not coyned, and commodities were di\perſed by commerce betweene nations b 
an interchangeable courſe, ſupplying each others occaſions and neceſſities, according 
to the vie of commodities. 

This commutation is called Negotiatiua, becauſe things are commured for to fell 
againe by way of negotiation, which is either by ſelling or deltuering commaduics 


' forcommodities zz ſþecie, as aforeſaid , or by the rule of money in buying and ſelling 


the ſamear a price agreed or concluded vpon betweene the parties contracting for the 
ſame; In the eſtimationwhereof we are to haue adue conſideration, That riches being 
naturall and artificiall,and both valued by money, there is required a certainecqualit: 
in the ſaid eſtimation, proceeding of the conſideration betweene this naturall and ar- 
tificiall riches. 
And as there are three temporal things for the behoofe of man, namely Food, Hou- 
fes, and Apparell: ſomuſt we account all the chings ſeruing thereunto accordingly, 
and the ſcarcitie or plenty of thoſe things alſoaccording to the vie of them ; hauin 
alwaics a regard and care not to pay too much for rhe things ſeruing for the belly, 
(eſpecially ſuch as in ſome ſort may be ſpared or forborne) and not to ſell too good 
cheape the things ſeruing for the backe, or in effe& ro barter them for ſuperfluous 
things,alwaics admitting ciuilitie (which albeit that men account that cjuile, which 
is according to the maner of every country as the prouerbe is, countries faſhion coun- 
tries honour: ) yet reaſon muſt rule herein, with a due conſideration of Gods goad 
creatures and gifts, which cannot be done wirhour an vnfatigable induſtrie, both in 
diſcerning the varietie of them, and in obſeruing their infinite number and pure crea- 
tion; 1n which regard pretious things haue their eſtimation, fo that the ſame civilitie 
muft be reduced to the good of the common-wealth, and for the vpholding of the 
ſame,liuing rogether in chriſtian ſocierie, giuing ſo farre place vnto reaſon, that euery 
man may endeauour himſelfe for the preſeruation of the weale: publike, and conceiue 
generally, that other nations (not endued with ſo much reaſon) are alwaies inferiour 
vnto vs in that regard,cuen conſidering all men alike inthat eſtate of politick gouern- 
ment, VVho ſeeth not then that withour any cauſe of admiration, ſome men.dowon- 
der at the ſimplicitie of Braſilians, Weſt-India,and other nations,as they of Barbatie, 
or Africa, in giuing the good commodities of their countries, yea Gold, Siluer, and 
pretious things, for Beades, Bels, Knives, Looking-Glaſſes, and ſuch toyes and tri- 
fles > when we our ſelues commit the ſame, in giuing our ſtaple wares for Tabacco, 
Orenges,and other corruptible ſmoaking things, or ſuperfluous commodities bought 
at deare rates, tothe loſſe of the common-wealth ; whereby commeth an over-ballai- 
cing of forreine commodities with our home commodities, which draweth away a 
treaſure 
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treaſure and ready monies tothe incredible lofle and 1mpoueriſhing of the realme, 
This commutation z7g0424t;u4 ug ht to be the ſtudy of Polititians orStates-men,as 

a principall matter of Srate ior the preſeruation and augmentation of the wealth of 
their Cominon-weale or Monarchies, where they fit rodire che ſhip of trafficke, as 
$kilfull Pijors obſcruing all acctdents which happen tothe three eflentiall parts of 
trade and comierce already declared, and to be amplified in our deſcription of this 
cuſtomary Law of Merchants, | 


This Sradic coa{tfteth in two points, namely in the conſideration of the value of . 


the chings commaured or bartered betweene countrey and countrey, according to their 
vie ; and in the charges of manufacture of thoſe things, and the manufacture of other 
_ things excbanged for the ſame by way of trafficke and commerce. 

VVorthy of commendation was the Maior of Carmarthen rowne in Wales, who 
(perceiuing the Spaniards to import Oranges and Lemons, and to fell them continu- 
ally for ready money, and to export the ſame without buying any.of their countrey 
co:mmodities, being Staple wares, and theirs very corruptible and many times halte 
rotten)cauſed a proclamation to be made, That no man (tor the ſpace of three daies) 
ſhould buy any Oranges and Lemons : and within that time they were all {poiled,and 
{o the Spaniard went home by weeping croſle, and afterwards fold his Oranges bet- 
tcr cheape,and bought commodities for his returne. _ 

- Touching the price of manufaQures, the labourand charges of workemen is tobe 
conſidered on either fide, and what the commoditie may be in the wearing or vie 
thereof,and ro what purpoſe or profit the remainder may be implaied, As for exam- 
ple, If filke Lace be imported, after the wearing it is nothing worth : If Venice Gald 
and Siluerbe imported, there will remaine about the one halfe in Siluer, albeit the 
ſame be ſold deare vnto vs which is very tollerable, if other of aur manufacures, or 
Clothþeexported for the ſame, whereby the people are ſet onworke to maintaine a 
common fſocictie. But when Tabacco is imported, and leauing nothing but ſmoake, 
which 1s not onely bought at deare rates, and doth binder importation of Bullion or 


Ryals of Plate ; but is alſo the cauſe that our home commodities, as Clath, Bayes, 


Perpetuanoes, and Sayes, are ſold to loſſe by the buyers of Tabacco; which cayſerh 
the price of oux Commodities to bee abtated, and the Realmeo loſe Rouneortls 
thouſand pounds yearely by this negoriation of Barter : States. knen-uierefore chighp 
in this particular, take ſome courſe that euery man ſhould nor make employment in 
Tabacco in Spaine, or beyond the ſeas, but that the licenſed buyers thercot ſhould 
make over ſo much money by Exchange as were needfull for acompetent quanririe 
robe proved by good and true certificate that the ſame hath beene pertormed accop- 
aingly. | Te 

Qa the other fide, if Venice Gold and Silner thred, Spangles, and Oes, ſhall bee 
thought conuenient tobe made in England , then (to procure the S1ſuer 1nplares cut 
or vncut to be brought ouer of the ſterling -Standard, or ſo much in Bullion as may 
make the quantitie required)may be thought expedient, if (inregard of c1uile reputa- 
tion of the kingdome,we will not prohibit the importation of it by courſe of trafficke. 

But conſidering that after wearing the {ame with reputation, it leaueth almoſt che 
one halfe of his value, There is no pregnant cauſe to finde fo much fault with it, as 


{ome men do. The like conſideration is to be had for ſuch manufaRures,whereofi the 


very pieces or 1ags may be vicd to ſome purpoſe, as of Linnento makewhite paper, of 
_ fiſhers ners to make browne paper,of skins to make glew, of beere Jeeze to make Aqus 
vite and the like. | | p 
And herewe may not omit how Almightie God by his divine prouidence rulerh 
many times this negotiating commuration, when the harveſt of Corne tailerh in one 
country, and is proſperous in another country, whereby this trade of barter by thr rule 
of money, doth very much augment, and the price of Corne becommeth to be muck 
dearer: Albeit the price be reaſonable,confidering the Farmer may by the cheapneſſe 
thereofbe made vnable topay hisrent. And God, whodoth euery thing tor the beſt, 
ſhewesvnto vs how one nation may haue need and occafionto vie the help and m_ 
» Or 
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. of other nations, and which is more admirable to be nored, God'in the permitting of 
it, may have ſome other worke in hand to manifeſt his glory,or to relicue his children 
by vnexpeRed meanes z As the ſending of the children of Tacob into Zgypt for the 
wantof corne to maintaine themſclues, doth demonſtrate vnto vs, The like may be 
applyed for Wines, Salt,and other commodities for the ſu ſtenance of man,which (al- 
though they be corruptible commodities) may, contrary to our former aſſertion (by 
this accidentall or caſuall extremitie) be preferred in eſtimation of the Staple com- 
moditics, whichare durable and become valued onely by Gold and Siluer, which is 

the cauſe that Spaine and Portugall being ſubje& to haue dearth of Corne, doe per- 

Gold and Sil- mitthe exportation of S1luer and Gold 1nreturne of the prouenue of ir and other vi- 

cO =, auals, whereby we finde that thoſe countries,by reaſon of the Weſt-Indian treaſure, 

Viuals, being from rimeto time prouided with S1luer and Gold coine, are neuerthelefſe moſk 

deſtitute of the ſame,bartring as it were inefteQ,their Siluer and gold, for Corne and 
other prouiſions ; and hauing their countries ſtored with meere Copper moneyes. 

This treaſure paſſeth from them as it-it were conueyed by achannell : and (hecauſe of 

the abundance of their ſaid copper moneys) is not ſo ſenſiblevnto them, as it is vito 

other countries which haue not the vſc of the like Copper moneys, which is diuers 

_ waies to be conſidered,eſpecially inthe time of warres, when moneys are called ro be 

the ſinewes thereof, or Nerui Bellarum, which by meere Copper moneys can never be 

vnderſtood, howſocuer neceflary (in ſome meaſure) for the commuration of pettie 
bargaines and contra&ts,whereot more hereafter in handling the matter of moneys. 

To make application of this negotiating commiuration in the price of commodi- 
ties, it is to be praued by divers anticnt Merchants bookes, that within the age of a 
man,or ſeuentieyearcs, the price of forraine Commodities with vs is farre more riſen 
than the price. of our. home Commodities ; which by way of Antitheſis is worthy the 
obſeruation, - Np Pte: 

Redding colour, and other mingled colour Clothes, did coft g # the Cloth then, 
when black Veluers were ſold at 10 ſhillings the yard;and now the ſaid ſort of clothes 
arc ſold bur for 11 #® and'T2 ® the Cloth,and Veluers ar 26 (ſhillings the yard. 

Packe Clothes white, at fiftie pound the packe of ten pieces, Cramoſin Veluets at 
12 ſhillings the yard, . And now Packe Clothes of the ſame marke, at ninetic pound, 
and a hundrettypound,and Cramoſfin Veluers at thirtic ſhillings the yard. 

VVooll the Todd of 28 # weight, at x 2 ſhillings, Blacke Satine at 5 ſhillings the 
yarde ; Wooll now aboue 20 ſhillings,or thereabouts,and Satine 15 ſhillings. 

Calfe skins.the dozen 5' f, Fuſtians the Bale of 4o = pieces, at 12 #® the Bale, 
Calfe skins now at 10, and Fuſtians 3 6 pounds, and Millaine Fuſtians at 18 and 20 
ſhillings the piece,now at 3 and aboue, 

 Sayes of Norwich, at 20 f/the piece and vpwards: Meſſina filke 8 the pound ; 

Sayes are obont 4» ff, and Meflina and the like filke above twentie fix ſhillings. Nor- 

therne Carſeyes then 18 f, Spaniſh Soape 20 f, now 50, and Carſeyes 22 #. Seulll 

Oyle, the Tunne x 2 #, now 35 ®, and many times aboue 4o #. 

French Wineat 5 # the Tunne, now 20 #, or thereabouts : Long Proines 5 #, now 
15 and 16F, Sugar 6 pence the pound, now 1 4 and 16 pence. 

Malmeſeyes 5 ® rhe Butt, now 1$ ® and 20; Cotton Wooll 4 pence, now 15 d, 
and divers other commodities accordingly. So that an angell would haue bought one 
yard of Veluets,now three angels or pieces of gold can be exported for the lame. Ten 
Angels would have bought a Tun of Claret Wine in England, which is now fold tor 
aboue 20 ®, and 24 ®, | ; 

Beſides thar, our Cloth is better made than in thoſe daies, albeit nor ſo good as it 
might be made; viQuall and wages aredearer,and VWoad, Mather, Oyle, and colours 
are extreamely riſen. | 

A Merchant might have ſenr or carried with him one packe of Clothes, white, 
broad,or narrow liſts, and brought in returne one Cheſt containing nine or tenne pie- 
ces of Veluets : whereas now he cannot bring aboue three or foure pieces in returne 

thereof, For a Redding Cloth ſold beyond the Seas, hee might haue returned "x 
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Bale of Fuſtians ; whereas now for the value of one Bale of Fuſtians ſold in England, 
a Merchant muſt buy and exportthree Clothes, 

A London mingled colour cloth would haue bought at Lisborn two cheſts of Sy- 
gar ; now one chett of Sugar will draw two Clothes out of the realme. Soa Kentiſh 
Cloth would haue bought at Sevil a tun of oile and more, now one tun of Oyle doth 
counteruaile three Clothes and more,and other commodities accordingly,giuing as it 
were three to one in ſpecze, for forrein commodities. | 

Compare this commuration to the monies inhaunced inthe Low- Countries, Ger- 
many, France,and other countries (which is the ſame money ill zz ſpecie, for Weight 
and finenefle,and only the valuation is altered) and you ſhall find,that within the ſaid 
time of 70 yeares, an Angel worth tens. then, is now aboue 20 s. a French Crowne 
fix ſhill:ngs,now twelue ſhillings ſix pence,andall othercoines accordingly,orthere- 
abouts : whereas in England there is no momentarie alteration of the Monies,as here- 
after ſhall be made more apparant. And the like conſideration will alfo be had con- 
cerning the exchanges of Monies by Bills of Exchanges. 

Some men are of opinion, that ſelling our home commodities good cheap maketh 
a liuely trade, augmenteth commerce,and maintaineth all dependances thereupon,by 
ſetting the people on worke, employing ſhips, and augmenting the Kings Cuſtomes 
and Impoſitions ; but they neuer confider two principall points, whereby the wealth 
of Kingdomes and Commonweales increaſeth or decreaſeth : namely, 

If commodities imported vntovs bee dearer than in times paſt,as wee haue noted, 
and our home commodities are not ſold proportionably in price, but we wil indeauor 
ſill to ſell good cheape; who ſeeth not that this bringeth an euident ouerballancing 
- commodities in price, which isto be ballanced by the treaſureand moneyes of the 

Again, ifour home commodities be ſold toogood cheap,other nations caniniake a 
crade thereby for other countries,and overthrow the trades of ſeuerall Societies of the 
Realme. Ve haue ſeen in times paſt, thar the Weſtern colour Karfies were fould at 
Norenborough' in Germany,to the great lofſe and hindrance of thethen Turky trade. 
Andat this preſent our Suffolke clothes are ſold ſo good cheape beyond the Seas, at 
Amſterdam & other places,that they haue made a large trade for Rufha and Eaſtland, 
with our owne commodities, and thereby overthrown our trade, by preoccupying the 
markets, and ingroſſing the commodities of thoſe Countries aforchand. From Zee- 
land there is a trade eſtabliſhed for Barbary,with the ſaid Cloathes ſould vnto them, 
thereby preuenting the trade of Engliſh Merchants, which yeeldeth them bur little 
profit, and the commodities which they-bring.inreturn (as Hides, Almonds, & other 
things) are better vented beyond the ſeas,whereour Merchants are forced to tranſport 
them,and the gold which they bring afforderh bur litcle profit : ſo thartomake com- 
merce tobea paſtime, is neither beneficiall tothe Commonwealth, nor to particular 
perſons, The times or ſeaſons of Traffique and Trade art mutable and ſubiea to ac- 
cidents; which is the cairſe that at'fome one time commodities are well vetted, and 
at anorher time nor : the raſh ſalets not the proficableſt, >BJaue not we found of Hare 
yeares, that Cloth was ſold in greater quantirie,and at greater prices, when the Todd 
of wool was {old at 32 and 33 s. and clothes accordingly;thatinow when Wool is ſold 
for 18 and 20 s. The revolution of things may alter again,and reuiue trade it nor, pro- 
cure you to haue forteitt commodities better cheape, whereof you have not ſo much 
need as they haue of 6ors. Striue not to vnderſell others, tothe hurt of the Common- 
wealth, vndercolour ro increaſe trade : for trade doth not ihcreaſe when commodities 
are good cheap, becauſe the cheapneſle proceeds of the ſtall requeſt, and ſcarcitie of 

money,which maketh'things cheape. So that the contrarie augmenterh Trade,when 
there is plenty of mony,and comnmodities become dearer being inrequeſt, 
Concerning the particular barter or truck with Merchants, every man doth know 
who dealerh therein, that this is donewith ſach dexteritie, to take aduantage in the 
priceoftheir commodities one agaiaſt the other,that commonly cither the one or the 
other findeth himſelfe agricued : forthe ouer-reaching therein is accounted an wy 
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and ordinary praiſe, and the commodities thus bartered are plentifull, and not inre- 
queſt; whereby it commeth to paſſe, that ro haue good commodities (which are ven. 
dible at all times) there is part giuenin ready mony,or in Bills payable at ſhort daics 
of payment ; whereby many Merchants are ouer-reached, andcan haue no remedy by 
Law nor equity. Hence the Prouerb is deriued, Caveat Emptor, for it isa buying and 
ſelling, implying an aduantage intended by both parties, howſoeuer they will ſeem to 
colour the matter. So that the proverbe 1s not to bee vaderſtood vpon all bargaines 
commodities whereby a man becommeth a loſer : and hee that dealeth in barter muſt 
be very cirxcumſpet,and the mony.giuet in barter cannot be ouerſer, VWhereupon a 
principall Merchant of London made once a batterin hope to ouerreach anorher Mer- 
chant,and they both reſoluing rodotheir beſt indeauor therein,agreed toefteeme and 
Acunning value their commodities at-a high rate: but withal], the great Merchant would haue 
commutation, the one moitie of the ſum. they ſhould barter for, in ready money, and ſothe more hee 
did ouervalue his commoditie (which was cloth) the more mony was the other to lay 
out, The bargaincame to one thouſand pounds ſterling ; whereupon the party payed 
five hundred pounds inready mony inſtantly ( for all was done in two houres)and de- 
linered him alſo forty halfe pieces of Lawnes, at a certaine price the firſt piece,and in 
euery two or three pieces raiſing the price,as the-manner is in that kind of commodi- 
tie, The great Merchant had ouerlet his Commaditie or Cloathes fifty vpon the 
hundred, and the other Merchant (that could not overſet his money) had valued his 
Lawnes at a very high rate,of three for oneat the leaſt. For all the ſaid 40 half pieces 
of Lawnes were fold fot 120 #,payableat two years day of payment,and bythe cloth 
there was not loſtaboue 100 #, Hereupon long after, the parties fell at variance, the 
cauſe was compromitted vnto very ſufticient arbitrators Merchants ; and they did ap- 
proue and confirme the ſaid Commuration and Barter to be good, for the Commodi- 
tie was merchantable, and they had endeauoured to try their wits to ouer-reach each 
other. And moreouer,they-awarded the great Merchant to pay charges, & willed him 
to remember the old Proverb; He that buyeth Lawne before he can fold jt, will repent before 
he hath (614 it. Buttheſe particular commurations between man and man are not hurt. 
full to the Commonwealth, vnleſle they be betweene vs and forreine Nations, in the 
E; pluralitie of the things commured between.vs and them. 
ARulefor _ Topreſcribe therefore ſome kind of rule in Permurations, let vs obſerue, that there 
mn Is(incffe) three kindes of them,and may bee diſtinguiſhed and ſaid tobe,Diſcreer, 
Temperat,and Deſperat. | 
Diſcreet com. The Diſcreet;is,where (without any compulſion, or of courſe) one kinde of Com- 
mutauon, =qmoditie is either in ſpec/e, or according to the rule of mony, bartered or delivered for 
another commoditie of another Kingdome ; as the bargain was to deltuer Sea- Coles 
- New-cafſtle into France for Salt, paying the fraight oneither fide equally betweene 
tnem, ; rt | 5386 : 
Temperate The Temperat commutation is,wherea Merchantdoth expeQ a convenient time 
commuration. fox the ſelling of his commoditie , according toahe accidents and occafions offered, 
, and doth not ouerthrow:the market of others who hae the like commoditrie to ſel,by 
' his raſh ſale. DIR 51 2: IFN | 
Deſperate The Defperat Commytation is meete oppoſit vnto it, where a maneither for want 
commuration. of difcretion,orypon vrgent neceſſitie to ſupply his creditor occaſions,ſelleth or bar- 
tereth away his Commodities for forrein commodities toreturn homewards. In all 
which, greatdiſcretionis to bee vſcd, and this ought to bea principall udy for 
| Societies and Compantes to look'vnto. Albeitthe ſame is not of ſuch im- 
portance as the buying of forrein commodiries atdeare rates, when 
Merchants ftriue to ingroſle them vpan thearivall of 
ſhips, as for Corans it hath happened. 
at Zant and Venice. 
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F539 Vcrie man knoweth, that inthe buying and ſelling of commadi- 
d 4 ties there is an eſtimation and price demanded and agreed vpon 
between both parties, according to a certaine equalitte in the va- 
g &) luc of things,permuted by a true reaſon grounded vpon the com- 
W249 modious vic of things. Sothat equalitiec 1s nothing elſe but a mu- 
9) tuall voluntary eſtimation of things made in good order & truth, 
>” CETBHP& wherin incqualitie js not admitted or known, And the ſeller is to 
ſell his VVares according to the common eſtimation and courſe, at ſuch timeas hee 
ſhall thinke conuenient, vnleſle it. be for victuals or munition,wherein neceſſity com- 
pelleth him to ſell for the generall good, by the interpoſition of rhe Magiſtrates, by 
whoſe authoritic he can obſerue no time, but muſt ſell, taking a reaſonable gaine for 
the fame: for the eſtimation is alſo the greater vpon ſuch occaſions & accidents,when 
the ſelling ofa thing is not according tothe goodnefle of the nature of the thing, but 
rather according to the vſctulneſfe of it to mankind : and therein the condition of the 
thing is to be conſidered, which may decay and be ſubie@ rocorruption in quantitie, 
_ qualitie,and ſubſtance,or which is not ſubie& thereunto, ; 


1. >"; 
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True it is, that there canbe no rule preſcribed or taught, how tobuy and ſel,which 


is lawfuall and vnlawfull, or uſt and vniuſt, by any wife man whatſoeuer, becauſe the 
children of this age are wiſer than the children of light in their generation and Cal- 
ling. Which is the cauſe that ſome Diuines hauing written hereof, do proceed with 
great moderation, obſeruing that the transferring of things from one owner to ano- 
ther, is effe&ed five manner of waies by priuat perſons. 

1 - Firſt by Donation, which is altogether of free gift, according tothe ſaying re- 
corded, Luke cap. 16. Mutuum date, vihil inde ſperantes. | 

2 ByPermutation, Do vt Des,l giue becauſe you ſhould giue, as the proverb is, 

Si mihi des,tibi do, ſi wil des, niltibiredab : 
Hoc verbum do, das nutrit amicitias. 


3 By Emption or buying of things. 
4 ByVendirion or ſelling of things. : | 
5 ByaQuall Mutation, or mutuall giuing orJending of monies, 


And in buying and ſelling of things there are required eleuen neceſſary conditi: 
ons: Firſt, a conſent in the ſelling : ſecondly a power to ſell, the Tike in the buyer : 
thirdly and fourthly, conſent and power : fiftly and fixtly, ſome conditions on either 
ſide, agreeing in rhe transferring of the thing. Seuenthly, that the ſame bee honeſt : 
Eightly,alſo lawfull : ninthly and tenthly, ro bewithour vnreaſonable conditions, ro 
buy and ſell the ſame again : eleuenthly, thar it be an abſolute irrevocable bargaine. 
And herein is the Law of Nature tobe regarded and obſerued, 2ued tibi fieri nonwi,al- 
teri ne feceris, or doas you would be done to. Yet if Thaue occaſion to buy that which 
another is about to buy, it is lawfull and juſt for me to buy the ſame. Tr 

But to anoid ſuſpition in ſelling iuſtly or vniuſtly, three things are required, Firſt, 
the buyer to be expert in the commodiries he buyeth. Secondly,that hee be nor rag 
needy,or conſtrained to buy : and thirdly, that perſuafiue reaſons be omitred , which 
cayſe the party tobuy dearer. 
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The Ciuilians(aftirming that probability to proue the eſtimation ofa thing is ſuf- 
ficient,whether it be more or leſſe worth) do admit that a man may ſel dearer vnto an 
expert man, than vnto a ſimple man; and to ſell dearer than the thing is worth by 
common eſtimation, is adiudged by them to be alwaies vniggg: as alſo to vie reaſons 

--and inducements to ſell wares the dearer; neither is the ſelleMo demand or expett an 

thing aboue the price agreed vpon : and intreating hereof they make large diſcourſes, 
which I doomit to handle for the reaſons aforeſaid. _— 
Buying and ſelling,ſay they, is done two manner of wayes, Firſt, that the thing be 
ſo bought, that all power of pretence be auoided, which is gluing a thing at acertaine 
price for a thing : {econdIy,thatthe thing (old beasa gift for that price,which in ſub- 
' ftance may be ſaid to bea plain abſolute and lawfull bargain,ſold(as we ſay) in open 
Sellingino- market or ſhop, inſomuch that there be not a Curtaine to hide the commaditie ſo 
| —_— bought and ſold : howbeit in all Faires and Markets in the parts beyond the ſeas, a 
OF  Tradeſmans ſhopanda Merchants ware-houſe is taken to be publique and open at the 

appointedrimes. | | 

They haue alſo determined,that a ſeller may not demand a greater price far the for. 
Paymentsby bearance of his payment or ſatisfaction of the thing, but hee may well diminiſh the 
| Anticipation. price, if the buyer doſatisfie him the ſooner,and betore the time of payment, by way 
| of anticipation, which neuertheleſle reſteth in his power to accept thereof , or taex- 
pe the time. Bur this is commonly done, not by abating of the price of the com- 
moditie, becauſe mony bath made a certaintie of the totall ſum of the ſaid Comma- 
ditie; butby allowanceor deduction of the intereſt of the ſaid money for the time to 
come and vnexpired, according as they make their agreement of the price of intereſt, 
Toconclude the premiſles touching buying and felling we find, that no man inſel- 
ling any wares is bound'to declare, whether any quantitieof the like Wares are to bee 


had or expe&tedwhen heſelleth, 


Cuar.X, 
Of Saretiſhip, and Merchants Promiſes. 


Y- B>S Auing entreated of the ordinary buying and iclling of Commadi- 
\P\ (a/* ties, either for mony tobe paid at ſome dayes of payment, ur for 
£ wares to bedeliuered by way of permutation(wherin many times 


mo_ 
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©) athird perſon is interpoſed, or it doth mecrely depend vpon the 
FF parties promiſe) ir may ſeeme conuentent tohandlethe point of 
2 Suretiſhip and Promiſes, T 

For albeit as the Civilians {ay,that Nud pattio oblig ationem non 
parit,exceptionem parit, a bare or naked covenant bindeth nor, bur 
breedeth exceptions; this is tobevnderſtood vpon Contradts, and whereno Sureties 
havemade any promiſe.Bur otherwiſe if any merchant do paſſe his word for another, 
it maketh bim liable, as Fide juſſor, to performe the ſame, and the act done betore 1s a 
ſufficient good conſideration, and they all agree, that Zora fides inter mercatores eſt (er- 


wanda, Faith or truſt is to bee kept betweene merchants, and thar alſo muſt bee _ 
Dy Eh | without 
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without quillers or titles of the Law, to auoid interruption of traffique, wherein his 
ſuretiſhip is to be conſidered according to the promiſe: torif it be conditional,if ſuch 
a man do not pay, then the other to pay the ſame within a time,or to ſaue him harme- 
lefſe: it is firlk tobe demandedof the Principall, and if he do not pay, then the ſurety 
i5to pay it without any courſe of Law, vnleſle hee bee ordered by the Court of Mer- 
chantsto pertorme the ſame, becauſe thar thereby he may alſo the ſooner recouer 'the 
ſame of the Principall for whom he did giue his promiſe. Itisalſo acuſtome among 
Merchants, That if a Merchant be indebted vnto anorher, and thereupon entreateth a. 
nother Merchant todefire the Creditor to reſpit him ſometime forthe payment of it, 
if then the ſaid Merchant the Debtor do not pay accordingly at the time, hee ſhall be 
takenpro confeſſo,and ſentence ſhall be giuen by the merchants Courr,for the paimenr 
thereof, onely vpon proofe made, that hee did will another to craue the ſaid reſi pite of 
time for the payment. The like is done by the Common Law of England, by trial of 
Luries of 12 men, vpon proofe made by evidence produced before them,that the Deb- 
tor did craue day of payment, fo that they will thereupon deliuer their verdi&, and 
iudgement and execution may be of courſe had for the ſame, Bur 'if the promiſe bee 
not conditional, then is he anadſolute Surety, and is to pay the ſame accordingly, as 
Merchants of credit alwaics haue done. 

A Merchant may alſo be come to the nature of a Sarety vnawares, or vaknowne vn- 7, poomed . 
tohim as befell vntoa friend ofmine not many yeares ſince at Frankford in Germa- fare vas 
nie, who during the mart or Fatre went intoa Merchants Ware-houſe toconferre of V*% _ 
ſome buſineſſewith him ; where he found another Merchant of his acquaintance to 
cheapen ſome parcell of {ilke wares of the {aid other Merchant, to whom this man(as 
it ſeemed) was vaknowne. VWhereupon the ſeller of the ſaid filke Wares took acca- 
ſion toaske my friend whether hewere a good manand of credit; and he anſwered he 
was. So the bargaine was made, and goods weredeliuered vnto the ſaid merchant the 
buyer, to the value of 460 ®. for the which hee madea Bill obligatorie, payable rhe 
next Faire following : at which Faire (the party not appearing , demand was made of 
my friend to make payment of the ſaid 460 #, becauſe the party was abſent, & with- 
all ſome doubt was made of his ſufticiencie. My friend had nor ſo much as remem- 
bred that any ſuch queſtion was demanded of Him, but the party did put him in mind 
ot ithy circumſtances,and would be paid of him; he iridefence did alledgeir to bee 
Nudum pactum,ex 5110 non oritur atio, and ſo not bound topay the ſame,as hauing had 
no con(ideration for ir. The opinion of Merchantswas demanded, wherein there was 
great diuerfitie; ſothat the Civil Law was to determine the ſame,and by the ſaid law 
according to the title de mandato conſily, he was adiudged to pay the ſaid 460 #, and to a caveat for 
haue the debrors Bill obligatory made ouer to him, whereof hee could neuer recouer OTy 
one penny, although he did pay thewhole debt and damages,for the party became in- 
ſolanent. This may bea good caveat for merchants and all men; for if he had ſaid, He 
is taken or reputed ro be a good manofcredit,or, [take him to be ſo ; he had bin clea- 
red by the Law and the caſtome of Merchants. 

Some promiſes are conſiderable according to reafon ,as if a man vpon a penaltie coafdenvie 
do promiſe another not to moleſt or trouble him if the other giue him cauſe of of- promiſes, *' 
fence to breake the ſame, he incurreth not the penaltie ; and a promiſe made to doe a 
thing, is alwaies vnderſtood to be for. the firſt time, Soto make a promiſe that a pawn 
ſhall not be alienated, yet it is held by diauers, that the ſame'may be hipothecated vn- 
to another, ſo the pawne be preſerued, Againon the contrary,it a Ship-Wright doe 
promiſe tobuilda ſhip for a Merchant, and hee cauſeth the ſame robe done by ano- 
ther, here the promiſe is broken by the Law, albeit this queſtion is not material, for ir 
1s not like that the building of ſhips can be done without contracts in writing,and on- 
ly by barepromiſes. And the like may be ſaid of the greareſt partofall the queſtions 
wherewith the books of Civilians are fraighted : ſo that for merchants vnderſtandin 
the antient ordinary Cuſtomesobſerued in the courſe of the ſaid efſentiall parts © 
tratfique, is plainly to be declared and diſtinguiſhed from litigigus queſtions. 
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== Wa V cn as the whole Commerce and traffick conſiſteth of our land Com- 
ISNe | modities, and ſome fiſhing on the Seas, and of the Commodities of 
{oh br 4g? | forrein Nations: ſo from hence followeth,an efficient cauſe ofa kind 
Y QF) | of revolution in the buying and ſelling of commadiries, becauſe the 
22> EY commodities of one country growing ranke and aboundantare tranſ- 
———== ported into other countries; in whoſe ſtead needfull commadities of 
thoſe up, Fai are returned thither, which is a neighbourly lending between King- 
domes and Countries. For,as 1s noted, Gad cauſed Nature todiſtribute her benefits, 
or his bleſſings, to ſeuerall Climates, of diuers things found in ſome places, that are 
not in other places, to makean interchangeable courſe of the ſaid Commadities, by 
way of merchandiſing. 
| This Revolution of Trade may be illuſtrated by. the confideratiogot the ſeuerall_ 
means whereby the {aid buying and ſelling are effected. 

1 Thefirſt is buying with ready mony,which is commonly the beſt, & with maſk 
aduantapge, for Commoditiesareſould better cheape: wherein the knowledge of rhe 
goodnefle and neceſlarie vie isrequiſit. 

2 There isalſoa buying andſelling of Commodities , payableat ſome limited 
tiene or times of payment,or partly ready mony,and partly at times:and the difference 
of price herein is commonly'aboue ten vpon the hundrerh more or lefle, as the rate of 
monies at intereſt are in the placesof commerce,where the ſaid commadities are ſold 
and bought, and according to the plenty of mony extant, vnleſſe the ſuperabundance 
of commodities doalter the ſame, eſpecially if the Commodities be periſhable, by 
Corruption, Time,and Accidents, ſo that the condition,qualitie, or goodnes of the 
commodities is much to be reſpected : which was the cauſe that when Commodities 
did abound at the firſt, and the wealth of man was deſcribed by cattell and other peri. 
ſhable things ;all kinde of mettall (as being durable) was moſt eſteemed, and the pu- 
reſt mertall taken tobe fitteſt to make monies of, as hereafter ſhall be amply declared 
in our ſecond part. SLND. 

3 Thereis another buying and ſelling of commodities,to be payd by bils of Ex- 
changes, that is to ſay, the Buyer giuerh a Bill of Exchange,or many Bills to be paid 
by exchange inanother place, As forexample,one buyeth 500 pounds worth at Lon- 

don, in commodities,which are accounted in priceas ifhe had bought them for rea- 
dy money, and doth giue vnto the Sellerof the ſaid commodities one or more Bils of 
Exchanges for Antuerp, Amſterdam, or any other place, to be made according to the 
price of exchange,which is made,or ought tobe made, according to the value of the 
monies ofone Countrey, and the value of the monies of other Countries,by Weight 
and fineneſſeas ſhall be hereafter declared,and that according to the diftance and dil- 
cxepance of the timEand place, where and whenthe ſaid monies ſhall be pay coy the 
OO Buyers 
hs 
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Buyers friend, Fa@tor,or Seruant : and ſo the ſaid Bill or Bills ef exchanges are payed 


accordingly for the commodities ſo bought. 

+ Another Merchant having mony in Banks or the Bankers hands at Amſterdam, 
or any other place where Banks arc kept,buyeth ſome commodities in the ſaid places, 
and caſting vp what the ſame doth amount vato, hee goeth to the Banke,and aſſignerth 
che ſeller of the ſaid commodities to receiue ſo much mony there,and rhe Banke (ac- 
cepting thereof)giueth him ſatisfaction inthe patment he maketh vnto others,accor- 
ding tothe manner of Banks hereafter declared. {Fe 

5 Another buyeth ſome Commodities there, or in any other place beyond the 
ſeas, and for that purpoſe he hath a Letterof Arturney, calleda Procuration,or a let- 
ter of Credit, either Ceo his maſter, or any other heere at London or elſewhere ; who 
vpon his credit hath promiſed therby to pay the value of the ſaid goods in ſome place 
beyond the ſeas, according toa price of Exchange agreed vpon berweene the partics 
here (and the like is done beyond the ſeas to be payd here) which is ill according to 
the value of monies in both parts,'aniwerable ro Welght and finenefſe by way of Ex- 
change; and the like is done betyeene London and Exceſter, Plymouth, Yarmouth, 
and many other places, vpon the yery ſame and vaiforme Coin,by Letters miſſine be- 
tween Merchants here and there... > 

6 The moſt viuall buying and ſelling of Commadities beyond the ſeas, in the 
_ courſe of traffique, is by Bills of Debt,or Obligations,called Bills Obligatory,which 
one merchant giveth vnto another for Commodities bought oor ſold, whichis altoge- 
ther vſed by the Merchants Aduenturersat Amſterdam, 'Middleborough, Hambo- 
rough, and other places : for when they haue ſold their Clothes vnto other merchants 
or others, payable at 4, 6,8, or more moneths, they preſendlytransferre and ſet ouer 
theſe Bills (ſoreceitied fot the payment of their Clothes) yntoether. Merchants,and 
take for them other commodities at ſuch prices as they can agreewith the Seller of 
them, be it Velvets, Silkes, Sattins, Fuſtians, orany Other warespr commodities, to 
make returne of the provenue of theirs; and: ſo felling thoſe forrein Commodities 
here in England, they preſently buy more Clothes, and continue a revolution of buy- 
ing and ſelling inthe courſe of Traffique and Commerce, beeing 10 (in effect) as may 
be illuſtrated by example. MIC OTI SC ne Neg of LT"; 

Suppoſe that-A.B.the Clothier ſellerth to C.D.the Merchiang one packof clothes 
for the ſumme of one hundred pounds payable at fixe monerhs, and-doth condition 
with him to make him a Bill inthe name of ſuch a:manas he (hall nominatvntohim, 
A.B. the Clothier buyeth of D.E. the Gentleman/ſa gmich VVooll as amounteth ro 
one hundred pounds, and doth intend to deliver himithe Bill of C. D. the merchant, 
in fall paymetit of his Woolls, and to cauſe the ſametbbemadeijn his (this Gentle- 
mans) natne : but D.E. the ſaid Gentlemancauſed /hinvto make the Bill payable ro 
E.G. the Mercer, and the Merceriis contented with the like condition to accept ther- 
of; but he cauſed the ſame tobe made: letoiC.D ae Ia Pr} whom hee 
buyeth his Veluers and Silkes.z andfo'14 þayment of them he delivered him 1(by an 
intermiſhue time) hifowneB fl, whichtee firſt ſhouldhave made tothe Clothier, 
And herein you are tonote, Thatinthe buying by/Bils, it may bee made payable to 
the Clothier, or to thebearer thereof, and ſoall the parties are bearers thereof, vnto 
whom the ſame is ſet ouer by tradition of it only, which by a retrograde examination 
will appeare, ard this is called a Reſcounter.in payment, vſed among Merchants be. 
yond the ſeas, and feemeth ſtrange vnto all men that are ignorant of this Cuſtom, and 
yetdothey perceiue a reaſon for ir,and cannot deny the commodiouſneſſe thereof. 


The Common Law of England isdire&ly againſt this courſe , for they ſay there 


can be noalienation from one man to another of debts, becauſe they are held Choſes 
en Aion, and ſuch whereof no propertie can paſſe by aſſignement oralienation. And 
many good Lawyers do wiſh as well as Merchants, that there were an A of Parlia- 
ment made for the eſtabliſhing of the like courſe in England. By reaſon whereof, let 


vs in thenext Chapters handle thismatter more diſtin&ly , and declare the benefits . 


which 


— 


By mony pay« 
able in Banks, 


By a letter of 
Credit, 


For Rils Oblis 
gatorics 


Exam ple of 
the rcyolution 
in traffique. 


Reſcounter bY 
Bilsof Debrc | | 


p 
4 


| 


moneda *. —_ FIT 
7 
— A p 


gp CT 


The maner of 
Bills beyond 


the ſeas, 


The ſettin 
, OQerof Bills 
of debr, 


eo 


Lex eMercatoria, 


— 


which the Realmewill receiue thereby, and all Merchants and others negotiating for 
great ſummes. 


There are other manner of buying and ſelling of commodities by Contracts ; and 


vpon conditions and caſualties, which are tobe declared in their proper places,where- 
unto relation may be had hereafter. 
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Of the transferring or ſetting oner of Bills Qbligatorie, 


betweene Merchants and others. 


>&\Echave in ſome meaſure in the precedent Chapter declared the vſe 
(4 and Cuſtome of Merchants beyond the ſeas , 1n the transferring or 

>) ſetting ouerof Bills Obligatory, or Bils of Debt,which they giue 
7 eachtoothers for the payment of Commodities bought and fold 
j by way of traffique and trade, it reſteth now to ſpeak thereof more 


EEE Do 
” * ad N 
\\ JD 
LI JV 


Se 


a5 FAY - > Fay amply. For the finceritie of plain dealing hath hitherto beene in- 
7 NV & uolable,in the making of the ſaid Bils, whicheuery man of credit 
and reputation giueth of his own hand writing,or made by his ſeruant,and ſubſcribed 


by him,without any feale or witnefle thereunto, and is made payable to ſuch a Mer- 
chant or perſon, or to the Bearer of the Bill,ar ſuch time or times of payment as is a- 
greed and concluded betweene the parties, either for money or Commodities lent or 
bought, and ſo declared in the ſaid Bill, according to the forme hereafter expreſſed. 

This Cuſtome is much praRiſed by the Merchants Aduenturers beyond the ſeas, 
at Middleborough, Amſterdam, Antuerp, Hamborough, and other places where they 
do trade, in manner following as'we have noted, 

A Merchant hauidg many of theſe Bills, which hee hath receiued for his Clothes 
fold vato Drapers, (orother Merchants dwelling in ſeuerall towns and places) wil re- 
fort vntoa ſhop. keeper or another Merchant, commonly accompanied with a Media- 
tor Or Broker, to buy a good round quantitieof Silke wares, or any other commodity 
(which is ordinarily ſold paiable at ſome 5 paiment,cither 4,6,or more months) 
and hauing agreed ypon the price of the ſaid Commoditie; or before, hee maketh the 
ſelleracquainted what paymentor ſatisfa&ion he will giue him, in Bills to ſuch and 
ſuch perſons, amounting to ſuch a ſum, either little more or leſlethan the commodity 
doth amount vnto, or to take in commaditie ſo much as the ſaid Bils do containe,or 
do amount vnto: and ifrhere be any remainder due for the commoditie,more than the 
Bils doe amount, the ſame tobe payd in ready money,or vpon his own Bill, payable at 
fuch timeas they agree between them, which often comes to be a great ſum. Hereup- 
onall ſuch Bils as are of known perſons are ſoon accepted of,and of the vnknown per- 
ſons,cither himſelfe that is the ſeller, or the Broker, will inquire of their ſufficiencie, 
and then likewiſe accept their Bils in paiment;8& having taken them(which are made 
paiable to the bearer,as we ſay)the receiuer of theſe Bills goeth tothe parties,and de- 
mands of them, whether they will willingly pay him thoſe bills at the time ſpecified 
therein, according tothe manner of merchants for commodities (which if within one 
month after,it is accounted very good paiment.) The Debtor anſwereth that hee will 


pay 
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pay his Bill ro the bearer thereof accordingly ; for if this man will not ride out (as 
they ſay)the time of the payment of the Bills, he may go toanother manand buy other 
commodities therewith, as if it were with ready money, the time onely confidered: - 
nay more, if he will have ready money for theſe Bills, he may ſell them ro other Mer. Selling of Bills | 
chants that are moncyed men,and abaring for the intereſt for the time, and (Common- CEE 
ly one moneth ouer) according to che rate, as they can agree, and as money is plenti- 
fall, they ſhall haue money atall times to employ in commodities, or to deliver by 
exchange,or to pay debts withall,or to carry home z» ſpecie, or for any other purpoſe at 
their pleaſure ; which is commodious for young Merchants bauing ſmall ſfteckes, as 
alſo forall men vpon all occaſions} for it is properly as money pated by affignation, 
whereby very great matters are compaſſed inthe trade of Merchandiſe, the commodi- general benes © 
ties are ſooner vented-in all places, the Cuſtome and impoſitions of Pridces doe ine fits by [-rin 
cieals,the poore and mechannicall people are fer pne worke, men are better aſſured in 27 ** Bib 
their payments, the counterfeiting of Bills, and differences are preuented , the more 
commoditiesthere are ſold the lefle gacy mony is tranſported, and life is infuſed in- 
torrafficke and rrade for the generall good. And hereinwe ſceand may obſerte, That 
things which be indeed,and things which are not indeed, but taken to be indeed, may 
produceall one effe& z and euery man is enabled with his owne meanes and credit, to 
augment commerce. £ 

This laudable cuſtome (as I ſaid) is not Fe vFres in England; yet ſometimes a 
Merchant-ſtranger will accept of Bills of Debt in payment of commodities ſold 
with aduantage : but then the Bill is made-new againe,and inthe Merchant Strangers 
name , and this is not withour ſome dapger to him that buyeth the commoditie or | 
merchandiſe for another mans Bill,as Factors may do for their Maſters : for I baue ob- 4 raw eaſe + 
ſexigd by good:;experience, that a;FaQor in London, hauing fold for his Maſter (a about the ſets 
Merchanr of Antuerp) ſome commodities toan Engliſh Merchant to the vale of ſe- ,Þ** G2 
yeuthundred paunds, and takenthe Merchants Bills payable at fix Moneths,and fix | 
Migeths fotit:z:his Maſter'of Antuerpdid appoint him to buy Bayes for theſe Bills 
ther Merchanr,which he did perferme,and had the value of 7500 ®delzueted vn- 
rBaycs accordingly, and the Bulls were to be altered in the other Merchants 
name for his Bayes. Shortly after it fell out that the Engliſh Merchant becarge in- 
ſoluent : But before it was publiquely knowne; the FaQor brought the Bills Bred 
(according to the agreement) in the Baye Merchants name, who did refuſe to accept 
of them, and faidthe Factor ſhould pay him, The Bills were tendered with a Scriue- 
ner according totheir agreement, bur (till were refuſed, The rime of paymene being 
expired; the Bay Merchant did arreft the ſaid Factor : the matter was tried before the 
Lord chiefe Iuſtice of the Kings Bench by a Ni{/ pris in London, bya party Turie 
of Engliſh-men and Strangers : The verdi& was found for the Bay Merchant, and 
the Factor did pay the money, and had no remedy againſt his Maſter. The reaſon was 
delinered by the Iudge, That the Common-Law in this caſe requireth a Releaſe or 
Acquittance for the payment of the Bayes to be madetothe FaQtor,otherwiſe he was 
11] bound by the Law to anſwer for the ſaid Bayes. 

This cuſtome might (with great facilitic)neuertheleſſe be eſtabliſhed in England, To citablith * 
and would be very beneficiall tothe King and rhe Common-wealth in generall : for this Cn | 
albeir rhatthe ſtrict Rules of the Law demandeth a ſealing and deliuerie of Deedes, W"R 3 
and that the Bill cannot conueniently be made payable to thebearer of it, or be altered 
| inanother mans name as aboueſaid, neither can 1t be recouered by a letrer of Arror- 
ney, which in England is alwaies rcuocable before the fa& : Neuertheleſſe, if there 
vwerea Regiſterkeptof the paſſing and transferring of theſe Bills from man to man, 
and by an indorſement therof alſo ypon the Bil,irmightbedon witheaſe,& che bearer 
of it ſhould be acknow ledged thereby tobe the lawfull Attorney in Law;and by theſe 
means the vndecent Plea of Noz eff faFum would be cut off. And,topreuent fraudulenc ..Y 
dealing,if anyBils ſhould be loſt, notice might be giuen inftanelyro the regiſter (which 5. .co.,- 
. at Lixborne and Roan is called a Prohottaia)fy meanes whereof many queſtiona- thonotarie 
ble parcels or payments are made apparant,and the Bills for the moſt partdo remain » LI _ 
| | L . the | 
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the office at the diſpoſition of the laſt Aſſigne or Aſſignes ; which is the cauſe alſo, 
That moſt vſually Bills are made for all rhings boughtand ſold betweene parties and 


|Reſcounter by parties, whereby many payments are made by Reſcounter, as if it were in banke, here- 


| Bills for pay- 


_ ogy after to be declared ; for Merchants do meer, and in a manner jum pe together in their 

| ſaid payments, And hereby alſo may the difficulty (for the taking of an acquittance 

_ as aforeſaid) beremoued, by entring an acknowledgment of ſatisfaction before the 
ſaid Regiſter,ar the time at the transferring or regiſtring thereof, IT haye raken paines 
tohaue this to be eſtabliſhed here : but hitherto things are not rightly vnderſtood, as 
is tobe wiſhed it wete, whereby other nations haue ſtill an aduantape. 
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Of the natere of Bills Obligatorie beyond the Seas; 


1\3s,| tions beyond the ſeas, in theobſeruation'of plaine dealing concerning 
-3$| the ſaid Bills Oblipatorie betweene man. and man, that: no man dare 
preſume to queſtion his. owne hand for if he be ſtained therewith; lie 
| 1s not onely- vtterly diſcredited, but alſo detefted of-all Merchants : 

The forme of the Bills bring as followetbonely Mutatis mutandas, 


NS: v& 


. Forme of Bills Obligatorie.'' 
- . j 


| A.B.Merchantof Amſterdam doe acknowledge by theſe preſents to be truely 1n- 

debred to the honeſt C. D, Engliſh Merchant dwelling at Middlebarough,in.the 
ſummeoffiue hundreth pounds currant money for Merchandiſe, which is tor.com- 
modities receiued of him to my contentment, which ſumme of five.hundreth pound 
as aforeſaid, I doe promiſe to pay vnto the ſaid C. D. (or the bringer hereof) within 


ſix moneths nextafter the date of theſe preſents: In witneſſe whereof I haue ſubſeri- 
bed the ſame at Amſterdam the 10 of Tuly 1622,5ti/s novo, 


 A.B. 


In the Eaſt Countries,and ſometimes in the Low-countries they will pur a ſeale to 
it, and then the word ſubſcribed and ſealed goeth together; bur there ts no mention 
made of any deliuerie or deed, for that is vnderſtood of courſe, in fo much, rhat if tor 
want of payment the Bill be put in ſuit, and the patty adjourned or cited to make his 
appearance : the Indge (making no doubr of any ſuch matter) will inftanrly fay to 
him, My friend,whar is the reaſon that you haue not payed this your Bill to C.D 2 for 
© Called 4jo- tO deliuera Writing, or a Bill as an * Eſcroll (as we ſay at the Common Law) is vn- 
eel knowne vnto all merchants there, and the bringer of the Bill (called with vs the 
ns. bearer of it)ſhall be admitted to recouer the ſame without any Letter or Atturvey, 
or other Warrant. | 
Thpecial notes The Ciuile Law, and the Law Merchant doe require, that the Bill ſhall declare for 
evaccroing What the debt groweth,cither for Merchandiſe,or for Money,or any other lawfull con- 
-— qv ſideration, Thewords Currant Money for Merchandiſe, is, becauſe that Merchants 


for 
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for diuers reſpe&srollerate commonly the moneyes to goe currant at a higher rate in 
the courſe of trafficke, than they are valued by publike authoritie of Kings and Com- 
mon-weales : And when the Bill mentianeth, Money,it.is-takento.be Money atdepafo 

or intereſt ; wherein is to be 0b fexued, That the intereſt muſt be joyned withthe-prin- 
cipall ſamme, without any ſpecification, whereby it may be ſeparated or diſtingui- 
ſhed, becauſe the debtor ſhall nor pretend.to pay the ſame, at his, beſt opparganitie 
and pleaſure ; as may (thereupon) be done tor Money |etten for: loage, retatning ſtill 


the principall inhis hands, and, paying the intereſt from time to. time 


, quarterly, or 
it i and ne hundreth. pounds 
were taken vp for ode whole yeare, after the rate of tenypon the hundreth the Deb. - 
er vp of it, may diſcharge the ſamear three Moneths, if hewill, paying oge 
hundreth: and two pounds ten ſhilliogs, voleſſe the Bill made for the ſame. be. made 
paiable at atime limited with a penalty of a ſumme of money, called by the Ciuilj- 
ans Pex Canonice, which with vs in England is done vpon a Bond; with a forteirure of 


halte yearely: for it is lawfull and accuſtomed, thar although one hund 


tor or Taker vp 


halfeor double the ſumme of the principall, wherewith the incereſt is alſq 


Joyne 


without diſtin&tion, which may not exceed the rateof ten vpon the hundreth for the 
putation whereof, diners things are tobe obſcrued, as wee ſhall de- 


yeare, inthe com 
clare hereafter. 


| the ſeas be done by two, three, or more perſons, as he 
uing bought a Commoditie as partners together, or taken vp Manies togetberat in- 
tereſt, whereinthey binde themſeluesall as principaltPartics or Debtors z yet euery 


Now ifa Bill made beyond 


man.isbur bound topay his part. The like 


put their hand and feale,and vnder-write; and ſeale the faid Bill as Principals.yet pi N 


is, if one be bound, and tivo, or mote 
1s, if one be bo 9, re doe Nl Obs 


1ng their proportionable parts; they ſhalf be cleared by*the Ciuile Eaw, and the Cy- 
ſiome of Merchants : but if they doe ſimply ſubſcribe, and ſay weare Surerties, they 
they are all bound for the whole, as if thewords we or either of vs in ſolidum were ex- 
preffed : which is the cauſe that in all notariall writings (onely vied vpon queſtions- 
ble matters decided, or to be decided) they doe not onely binge the parties with 
theſe words, but they doalſo make a declarationof all: retiuntiatians; of priyiledges, 
and eſpecially of exceptio diniſonis,and then it is one for all. Exceptio ordius & excuſii- 
#175, is to meddle with the Sureties before the Principall : Renouncing the Lazters 
of Adrianthe Emperour, for the ceſſions of goods, prolongations of payments, Vin. 
rages, or free Martes, all Conſtitutions, Canons, Priujledges, or Statues and Ads 
Qt Parliament made or to be made, publiſhed or enacted ; and in theſe caſes the Deb- 
tor is alwaies to be baund with the Sureties in alt Acts or Inſtruments made defore 
Notaries. Renounciog alſo the benefit of Senatws-conſultur, or Arreſt velle Tean, for 
the prerogatiue of women, which vpon the deceaſe of their husbands do claime their 
ortion brought in by them in marriage, or their dower, or afy thing elſe that may 


ealledged or imagined, 


In England, Bills obligatory being made paiable to-the party, his Heires, Execu- 
tors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſignes,may conveniently be ſet ouer, as afore ſaid z becauſe 
the lawful] aſſigne ſhall be of Record,and regiſtred alſo vpon the Bull, and if there be 
two or morebound in a Bill, fraudulentdealing will be alſo better preuented , for by 
the Common Law, if one doe releaſe one of his Debtors (by way of acquirtance) 
that is bound with others vntohim, they are all releaſed and acquitted thereby, al- 
chough there were neuer ſo little payed of thedebt : infomuch that areceit for parcell 
of the money receined of one of the Debtors, being made in full payment of his part 

onely, doth neuertheleſſe diſcharge them all, as for example by woefull experictice 


may be demonſtrated, 


what preſſed for the payment, and ingaged - the other, they 


mans 


Renuncigtiag 


Acquitance 
to one difchate 
octh thereſt, 
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| Bills Obliga- 
| tory ypon wo 
or three liuc% 


| Definition of 


Letters of 
Credit, 


_—_ 7 
— 


_—_—_— acquitance,which was but a receirmade of the ſaid eight pound,expreſ. 
fg chat it was il full of his part, and nevertheleſſe vpon rriall in law, it was adjid- 


o 


g6@tOVe i ſufficiefirdiſchaptfor them all, irinature of a generall aCquitance, Theſe 


obſctiatisns ar the Common Law, and ſuch'like Booke caſes as T haue put downe, I 
hold to beneceſſarie for Merchants ro'know, albeit we handle the Law- Merchant in 
chis Treatiſe, ant not matters of the Common Law, If-you take beyond the: Seas 
any BU Obligatory for Money delivered vpon two or three liues, or for wagets or 
ies, which are' conditional, let the party bee put'to proone : if vpon proofe of 
lives;iake the' Biltpayableat a day ccrtaine, vnleſſe one of the parties were dead : 
whereby the party'iS bound tb pay, or ef{c to proouc the deceaſe of the one : on; the 
contrary; # you makerthe Bill to be payed, ifthey be aflaliue or liuing, then muſt you 


proviietheybe Haing. -Totonclude, burdens Cantelanon mcet, Finally, ifaBill be 
thirtieYeates old;and never demanded of, queſtioned, iris voidby the Giuile Law, 


and thELaw or Cifftome of Merchants doth tot takeany knowledge thereof, 
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*7..1... | Of Letters of. Credit and Blankes figned. 


F#:Ht Creditof Merchants is ſodelicate and tender, that it muſt be 
2) cared forasthe apple of a'mans cie: Henee' it: doth proceed thar 
Z>« Letters of Creditare had in ſuch reputation, that the giuer of 
J 3% 'themwill be well adviſed before he make chem $and the partie co 
Pe whom they are directed; will be carefull ro accompliſh them, far 
yg C- F@) *xt doth concerne both their Credits: The giuers Credit of the 
SEN Letters, willbe had in queſtion of inſufficiencie, knowne'to'the 
other rhathe doth not accompliſh them, or he that dorh not performe them may be 
thonght tobe weake and to want meanes ro do the ſame. To make Letters of Credir, 
is properly a Participation of Credit to another, which is performed as followeth, A 
Merchant doth ſend-his friend or his ſeruant (either within the Land or beyond the 
Seas) to buy ſome Commodiries,or to rake vp Money for ſome purpoſe, and doth de- 


liver vatohim an open Letter,dire&ed to another Mefchant,requiring him that if his 


| friend ſucha one, the Bearer of thatLetter (being either his friend or ſeruant) haue 


occaſion to buy Commodities, or to take-vp Monies' to the value of ſo many hun- 
dreths, or ſo many thouſand pounds in that place or thereabouts; that he will either 
when him the ſame, or paſſe his promiſe, Bill or Bond for it, and hee will prontde 
im the Money, or pay him by exchange, or ginehimfſuch ſatisfaftion as he ſhall re- 
quire : the partie towhom the Letter 1s direQed will accordingly dohis endeauour 
and performe the requeſt of the other, and keepe the Letter for his aſſurance or ſccu- 
ritie, and what he doth thereupon vndertake, is made apparant by ſuch Writings or 
Euidences as he taketh of the ſaid Bearer of the Letter, that thereupon hee may 
bee well dealt withall accordingly. Bur if it ſhould fall our, that for ſome knowne 
cauſe to this party, he doth not accompliſh his requeſt contained in the ſaid Let- 
ters of Credit: thenthe Bearer of the ſame keepeth the ſaid Letters, and an 56 
chem 
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them vnto the giuer, without any other proceeding ; valeſle it be in cale where this 
partie:is a Debtortohimthargaue the Letrers of Credit, and then he muſt take wit- 
neſſes of it, and with a Scrinenor or Notary makea Proteſt againſt him, proteſting to 
recouer of him (by all lawfull and conuenient meanes) all the dammages,charges,and 
intereſt, which he or any other ſhould ſuſtaine rhereby, by reaſon at the nonperfor- 
mance of the ſaid Letters of Credit,and that in time and place as occaſion ſhall ſerue; 
which.Proteſt is a ſufficient meane amongſt Merchants, and before any Indges of 
the Ciatle Lav, to recouer the ſame, vpon proofe at all times accordingly. Burt if 
the partie towhom theſe Letters of Credit were directed doe make a reaſonable an- 
ſwer for his excuſe, and requireth the Scriuenor ro put downe the ſame inthe Ac or 
Inſtrument of the ſaid Proteſt, ; then is the cauſe conſidered withall, and che loſſes 
and damages may. fall vpon another: for if the giuer of the laid Letters of Credit, 
were a Debtor to the ofher that did receive them, to be payed by them, cither by 
Commodities to be bought, or Moneyes'to be taken vp,as aforeſaid , then the ſaid 
Proteſt may ſerue the receiver of the {aid Letrers of Credit to recouer his damages 
of hig»that gaue hicm the ſame: wherein the Magiſtrates will haue a great confidera- 
tion,asa matter whereby the Commerce is interrupted, which is the cauſe alſo that 
men muſt be aduiſed on the other fide, not to be roo raſh to afftirme the goodnefle or 
ſufhiciencie of another mans Eſtate, Credit or Reputation, whereby athird man be- 
cominerh a loſer, lofle being the greateſt henderer of Trafficke and Trade, The Ci- 
utlidns gherefore hauea Title in;their Lawes, which is tricly obſerned, as you ſhall 


vader{}and hereafter, . 66-2065 nf Ine. ef 134-6 
The Sigping of 'Blankes, is alſo a Cuſtame amongſt Merchants, whereby they 
ſtrengthen the Credit of their FaRors..ar..Seruants in the like occaſions, which is a 
matter af great confidence, conſidering th eafie transferring of Bills alreadie fpoken 
of. For a Merchant ſetting his name toa blancke paper, his FaQor ar Seruaat hath 
anabilitie towrong his Maſter many waies. Therefore ſuch as are prouident, doe re- 
ſtraine that power by certaine Couenants or Declarations, and yet the ſame (becing 
knowne vnto the parties that doe make yſe of the ſaid Blankes) might become ſeru- 
pelous thereupon to be well dealt withall, howſocuer, we ſee what honeſt and plains 
dealing is vied amongſt Merchants, and what aduentures they beare tocompalte their 
buſinefles. A Merchant of Antuerpwill ſend-his Servant at Amfierdam robuyhim 
500 Laſt of Corne, vpon aduice he hath that. Corne is ſpoiled, or the Haruelt failerh 
1n Spaine, Portugall, and other places : and becauſe he is vncertaine what his ſeruant 
can effet,doubting that other men might haue the like aduice, and-preuent him; he 
delivereth Blanke paper by him ſubſcribed, withorder to his ſaid Seruant, thar hee 
ſhall vpon ſuch an occaſion, write his Letter vpon the ſaid paper to ſuch a'man, bis 
Factor at Danſicke in the Eaſt-Countries, to buy for him the quantitie of Corne 
which he cannot buy at Amſterdam, and ſhall date the Letter, as if himſelfe had writ- 
ten the ſame. The FaQor of Danſicke doth preſently performe the Commiſſion gi- 
uen him, and fo the buſineſſe is accompliſhed. bur in this the confidence may be as 
great, as in the making of Bills Obligatory, and yer the aduenture farre inferiour 
thereunto, for vpon theſe Blankes, there is an addition to the name, or a precedence in 
words,namely, Your louing friend, 4.8.8&c. which is impertinent, and not ro be vied 
1n Bills of debt. Herein we may conſider a neceſlitic to giue Blankes, not onely 
becauſe of the Mafters Credit requifite; but alſo becauſe of the vn- 
certainetie inthe finding of the quantitie of Corne 


- which was to be bought. 
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Cuar. XV. 
Of Letters of eAttorny, or Procurations and T ran-_ 


ſports, or Conueyances, 


A definition Letterof Attorney, is an AQ publikely done beface a Notary or 
'of aLerter of 


| Atturncy, &c. 


ERS; performe for him any lawtull thing which he himſelfe (being the 
A&.)- Conſticuant) might or may (aſwell preſent, as abſent) doe, coy- 
5 -cludeand determine inall cauſes Ciuile and Politick,with power 
> WT S alſoto Subſtitute one or more perſons to da the ſame vnder him, 
inthe ſaid firſt Conſtituants name , and to ſweare in the ſoule of him, if cauſe fo re- 
quire: albeit theſaid Letters of Attorney dodiffer inthe manner atid forme, as well as 
inthe Subſtance,which muſt-be obſerned. They are called beyond the Seas Procurg- 
©. _ tions, to.procure or effe& that which a man would have commonly in another'place, 
and in-matter of Authoritie for Law Cauſes, they goe one degree further than Letters 
of Credit, becauſe the Law doth require the ſame, to the end that the authority or 
power.of the party Conftirured, may publikely appeare: wherein a Letter Mifhue is 
not ſufficient,as the ſame is inthings concerning the ordinary courſe of Negotiations 
and dealings betweene Merchants,which by.the Law-Merchant are of great validitie, 
| Procurations Pracurations generally, or for the moſt part, containe the word Irrcuocable, im- 
| irrevocable, lying that power given ſhould'endure for ener, & ſo it is taken beyond the Seas. But 
by the Common-Law the words are vſed, P79 forma,and a Procuration or Letterof At- 
turney is reuocable at all times, vnleſſe it be that the ſaid Letter of Atturney doe con- 
rainea Tranſport of ſome things which is conueied thereby: As if a man do Conſtt- 
tute another for the recovering of certaine Monies for the parties owne proper vſe, 
without account to be rendred for the ſame,and the ſaid partie hath recouered the ſaid 
monies by vertueof ir. This Letter of Artbrney cannot be reuoked to any purpoſe, 
the effe& being fully performed which was the cauſe thereof, So beyond the Seas, 
if you make a Letter of Attorney toa Procurator in Law, to follow a cauſe for you in 
Law, although the ſame be made irreuocable, yet vpon good cauſe you ray rettoke 
the ſame, and appoint another to follow the cauſe: bur it is commonly done with 
leaue of the Court where the cauſe is confifting or depending, and becaufe the inti- 
mations and ſcitations are to be doneat ſuch times as the caufe may require, the no- 
mination of ſome place,as it were to chaſe a Domicilium muſt be done, bur the power 
\ Procurations May be limited. An Attorney may haue authoritie to convict a man by Law for the re- 
withalimitcd couerie of mony or goods,and to proceed toexecution by impriſoning of rhe Debtor; 
ys yet he ſhall haue no power to releaſe him our of priſon, without further authoritie; ſo 
in thereceiuing of goods or money, wherein every man is to vſe his diſcretion, as the 
cauſe may require, 

A Merchant may alſo make a Letter of Attorney to a Notary beyond the ſeas, and 
thereby to giue him power to make any inſinuation, or intimation, or proteſt, againſt 
any other Merchant there,to ſerue him in all occaſions or occurrences concerning the 
matter in queſtion. For a Procuration is beyond the ſeas of that validitie, that the 

party 
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party who hath the-ſame,and is the Procurator,is taken 1n Law as abſolute as the con « 
ſtiruant, and many ſundry proceedings may be vſed againſt him accordingly,by Cita- 
tions, Latimations, Protelts,Reconertes of yoods deligered formerly,and recalled back 
againe,or the value thereof ypon any Artachmenrs or Sequeſtrations,which cannot be 
done againſt a mans FaQor or Seruant : therefore they that haue Procurations are to 
be caretull of the diſpoſſeſſing of themſelues of any goods, or monies receiued, tobe 
cleered by the Lai, which happeneth commonly of goods taken vpon the Seas, or ſe- 
queſtred in any Harbour, by vertue of a Letter of Attorney or Procuration. | 
The Ciuilians intreating of Procurations or Conſtitutions vader Titulms Handati, 
have well obſerued, that commandements haue their originall from friendſhip, or out 
ofauthoritie of office and place, and that the ſame are diligently tqbeexecured and 
kept: and hereupon they haue alſo noted divers queſtions and propoſitions, Nog igitar 
pauca traclabimmns ad remade qua agitur,pertinentia, | 
A.B.wilted C.D. his Debtor, to pay vnto E. F. one hundred pounds which bedid 
owe him, C.D.did not pay the ſaid money, but promiſed to pay the ſame, @veritur 
whether C.D. hath performed the commiſhon. or commandement giuen him, and 
whether he be diſcharged of the debt; as alſo whether this order or commiſſion can be 
reuoked > A,B. owing the like ſummeto E.F. 2 Herein C.D, hath not performed his 
commiſſion, which was to pay, and not to promiſe the payment of the hundreth 
pounds, and therefore the ſaid Commiſſion -mighr be reuoked.and C.D.,was not dil. 
Charged of the debt, for the matter was entire, and all entire Commiſſions are reuoca- 
ble. Manaatum enim reintegra,renocari pteſt, & res eſtintegsa,e ſi ſtipulatio promgſſione 
mmteruenerit cum id non mandauerim; For it C. D.ſhould breake ar became itifaluent; 


A caueat for 
Procurators, 


The originall 
of Mandate. 


E.F. would come to A.B. his Debtor, to haue. fatisfa&ion for the ſatd money, and - 


C.D. was notdiſchargedof the debt owing vnto\A.B. But if E.F.had-taken his pros 
miſe for-paiment, then vpon proofe made of ir,the caſe is cleere. _ 


Itisaqueſtion alſo, whether a Procuratory hauing commiſſion ro'receive monies 
which were owing or-{enr, and to giue anacquitance for the ſame z and receiuingthe 
money without making an Acquirance, haue performed his commiſſion: And the an- 
fwer is, That he hath not performed the ſame,becauſe he made no Acquitrance, as he 
was willing to doe, 4liud eſt cnins confefſio,aliudnumeratio; Albeit the Acquittancedig 
not concerne the Procurator,but the party who repated the money. | | 

Another caſe they handle at large, Bartholomew did make and conſtitute Nyjcholey 
to De his procuratoror Agent,in the buying of commodities, to rhe value of fige thoy-= 
{and crownes; and he the Conſtituant to beanſiverable for the price and gocall ſumme 
of five thouſand crownes : and withall giuing full power and authoricie vnto the ſaid 
Nicholas, that bis procuration ſhould be ggod and availeable, during the liues of the 
honeſt perſons 7crome, 1ohn, and Angell, of whom the ſaid Conftituant had his Com- 
miſſton, and that they alſo together and apart i»ſs/;4um (ſhould bee bound for the per- 
formance,and himſelfe alſo.Nicholas the Procurator by the commiſhon of Terome, John, 
and 4zzell, as alſo of Bartholomew, cauſed by an inſtrament (or A& paft before a No- 
tarie) the ſaid parties to bee named in the contract, and thereby bindeth them vnto 
Titus and Meri, for the commodities bought of rhem to the value or ſumme of fiue 
thouſand crownes. But Bartholomew is not named in thearticle whereby the other par- 
tics are bound in the couenant ; whereupon ſome would conclude, that for want of 
forme Bartholomew was not bound to the payment, although by Commiſſion of che 
other three he had conſtituted and made Nicholas to be the Precurator, The rule 11 
Law being, @uod vnadeterminatioreſpiciens plura determinabilia,equaliter terminare debet. 
And herein is the intention and will of all che contraftors more to be regarded rhan 
the conceit of words, which caufeth Merchants to be accounted cauillors,and to loſe 
much of their credit and reputation. | 

It isalſoa cuſtome amongſt Merchants, that if the Maſter (knowing that his Proci- 
rator hath exceeded his commiſſion) be ſilent, the ſame is raken for a conſent ; the ra- 
ther becauſe procurations (commonly running in generall words,whereby Factors are 
directed) doe comprehend all things which ( of courſe) are ro be done touching 

| MOoneyes 


In Procirati. 
ous.the will of 
the Conſtitu. 
ant istobere.- 


garded. 
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moneyes or payment of exchanges for moneyes. 

The queſtion theretore ro know whether a Procurator (hauing commiſſion to ſell 
commodities,0r to let them to hireat a price)hath authoritie toreceiue.the money or 
hire, may be thought frivolous : for the buyer 1n matter of ſale of Commodities in 
market ouert, hath no regard to the Procurations or Commiſſions giuen to the ſeller 
of the ſaid Commodities, | 

The like may be vnderſtood in this queſtion following, Whether a Merchant (ſel- 
ling Cloth vato an Abbot tocloath his Friers 'or Monkes) ſhall not be ſatisfied and 
paicd for his Cloth, although the Abbor did divert & imploy the ſame afterwards to 
another vſe 2 For the vſe is no matter to be regarded by the Marchant, bur the pay- 
ment of his Cloth.[f a man buying Paper for the printing of booke, doth not print the 
booke,and ſelleth rhe papervntoanother Merchant 2 that is no cauſe but he muſt pay 
« for the paper,whereof no man ought ta make doubt. 

- Doubtsinpro-» Tfa Merchant maketh a Procurator, or by letters giuerh credit to negotiate ſome 


' curations by * 


cob buſinefſewith another Merchant; it this Merchantdo take exception to the procura- 
proud, tion and letters, and maketh doubt whether the party that brought the ſame be the 
right man: the Pracurator is not bound to make any further proofe, bur the partie 
excepting againſt him is to make good his aſſertion, and to proue the ſame by the 

Law and Cuſtome of Merchants. 

Another queſtion is moued, VVhether a Merchant that hath commiſſion to receive 
aſummeof money, and to pay the ſame vnto another, and befides.to pay the inrereſt 
due vntothe partie to whom hepaied that money, is bound to proue what intereſt he 
paicd, and towhom he paicd that intercſt or vſe money : it ſeemeth 27ima fronte, that 
the Merchant is: bound to name the partic ro whom he paicd the ſaid vie money ; and 
yet there is doubt made whether he ſhould pay it without he were compelled there- 
untoasa thing vnlawfull; and therefore the Commiſhon or Order the Merchant had, 
1s not tobe contradicted, but muſt bc allowed without any other proofe, for this que- 
ſtion is fo reſolued by the Ciuilians, and where the proofe is not needfull, there the 
nomination of the perſons ro whom it was paied was to no purpoſe, according to the 
rule us non tenetur probare, non tenetur nominare. 

Commillons It is alſo wartby the obſeruation, that generally all Ciuilians doconcur in opinion, 
bitrator, That when Merchants by their Letters or Commiſſions vſe theſe or the like words, 
Let all things bs done as ſhall be thought moſt expedient or conuenient, that the ſaid Com- 
miſhons or DireRions are to bee left tothe 1nterpretation of Arbitrators when any 
queſtion ariſeth ; which is alſo in many more queſtions concerning Merchants, 0o- 
ted in moſt of their Law bookes : hereof we intend (God willing) to intreat more am- 
ply in the next chapter concerning FaQorg and Seruants,and the Commiſſions giuen 

them, &c, 

The ordinary rule of Procurations in things compleat and not effected, 15 vnder- 

ſtood to end with the death of the Maſter or Merchant that giueth ſuch procurations, 

Procurations albeit there are many exceptions : for a Procuration may be made toendure after his 

| Sficrdeath&ce, death, which kinde of Procurations the Florentines and other nations confirme b 
their laſt wills and teſtaments, which neuertheleſſe are to bevnderſtood thar the ſiare 
of anheire be not impaired thereby,wherein the Law interpoſerh her authoricie. And 
fora generall rule in all peremptory and abſolute Procurations or Commiſſions, it 
muft be knowne that the like authority is vſedto prevent many inconueniences, ba- 
uing a vigilant care that equitie be maintained. 

And that all Merchants or Procurators for Merchants,or toaccompliſh the lawfull 
Commiſſions giuen them,and meanes thereunto being prouided,or elſe toanſwer the 
damages which the parties ſhall receiue by the default thereof.” Thoſe therefore that 
without any Commiſſion do vndertake things which bring loſſes vato the parties are 
much to be blamed, and by a fuller meaſure to anſwer for the ſame, or ro make by 

gaine a recompence for the loſſes,as occaſion ſerueth. | 
| Meconſtiiuce,  Somethathauewritren de Conſtzturo haue moued queſtions, Whether itbe lawfull 
_ _ totakepenaltiesor forfeitures, if the Conſtituant doe binde himſclfe ro performe or 


elfe 
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elſe roloſe a certain ſun ofmiony > Others, whether a Commiſſion ſhall be executed 
by an ordinary mefleager > Others, Whether ir be conuentent to vie the words , Tos 
ſhall 71ue him full credit and truſt inwhat he hath vndertaken to ave ? Aow long the Com- 
miffions ſhall endure, if there be no time limited 2 And the like queſtions : whichvp- 
on due con(ideration are caſily refolued, and in myne opinion impertinent to trouble 
Merchants with them. Such only as are materiall ſhall bee handled inthe following 
Chapter. 
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Of Faflors and Seruants, and Commiſiions giuen vnto them. 


' 
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HE difference betweene a FaQor and a Seruant confifterh chiefly in 
this, That a FaQor is created by Merchants Letters,and taketh Sala- 
rie or proviſion of Factorage: but a Seruant or an Apprentice is by 
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breake, the Seruant can be no loſer, for he is taken to haue no other credit but his ma- 
ſers : which is the cauſe that Intimations, Citations, Attachments, and other lawfall 
courſes are executed againſt Seruants,and rake no place againſt Factors, vnleſſe they 
haue Procutations. 

Now letvs ſet downe ſuch obſeruations as Factors ought to know, 


q Obſeruations concerning Fattoys, 
T F a Factor doſell at onef8ime vnto one man ſeuerall parcels of Cemmodities or 


. goods belonging to divers mens Accounts, to be paid jointly in one or more pay- 
ments,withour any diftincrion made by the buyer for what parcels he paieth any ſum 


- Inpart of paiment of the ſaid debt, weekly or monethly as ſhop-keepers dogthen is the 


S Commoditics 


ſaid Factor to make a proportionable dittribution of the monies ſo receiued vpon e- 
uery mans account,according to the ſum that euery mans parcel did amount vnto, vn- 
till all be payd : and 1t any loffe doth happen, or that all be not payd, the ſaid loſle is.to 
be diſtributed vpon euery mans Account accordingly. 

Ifa Factor do ſell afterwards more goods to the ſaid man,or any other who is alres- 
die indebted for other Commodities tormerly boughr as aforcſaid,be it for his owne 
account,or other mens accounts, and in the interim receiue ſome more monies in pare 
of paiment and account betweene them, then is the faid Factor to diſtribute the ſaid 
monies as before,vntill the ſaid old and precedent debt be firſt paid,valeſſe there were 
cauſe of controuerſie for them, or that the payment were indorſed vpan the Billmade 
for the later goods fold vnto thar man: for that Bil may betransferred or ſet ouer va- 
toanother man,and ſo 1s not be the receiuer of that mony, but the other man, 

Ifa Factor do ſell goods to another man, payable at time for his own Account,and 
receiueth the mony for the ſamear the time of payment,and in the mean time lerteth 
other mens monies remalne in that mans hands vnpayd, for Goods by him formerly 
Told, this Factor is to be an{werable for that mony vnto thoſe other men, although be 
ſhould never recouer one peny of it. For he cannot without fraud bearewith anda 
paiment of other mens monies after they be due, and procure the paiment of his ow 
money,to another mans lofle and preiudice, | | 

In like caſe, if a Factor do ſell vato a man certaine goods of another mans account, 
either by it ſelfe,or amongſt other parcels, and this Factor giueth not aduice vato the 
owner or proprietarie, of the ſale of the ſaid goods, but afterwards (hauing had more 
dealings with that man,in ſelling of goods,and receiuing of monies)this man becom- 
meth inſolvent , the Factor is ro make good that debt for the ſaid goods fo ſould, be- 
cauſc he gaue no advice tothe owner ot the ſale of the ſaid goods at conuenient time, 
euen as if he had ſold thoſe goods vatoa man contrarie to the Commiſſion gipen vit- 
to him, for the ſalaric of facroridge bindeth him thereunto. 

Ita Factor by order or Commiſſion ofa merchant do buy any commodities abouc 
the price limited vnto him by the ſaid Merchant , or that they bee not of that for, 


| goodnefſſe,or kindeas he is willed to buy;this Factor is to keepe the ſame for his own 


account,and the Merchant may diſclaim the buying of them. The like he may doif 
the Factor, hauing bought a commoditie according to his Commiſſion, do ſhip the 
ſame for another place than he bath Commiſſionto do. Ts 

If a Factor do ſella commoditie vnder the price I'mited vnto him , hee is tomake 
good the loſſe or difference of the price,vnleſſe he can giue a ſufficient reaſon of his ſo 
aw wherein he is to conſider the diſpoſition of the merchant for whom he deales, 
as is before noted. 

If a Factor buy commodities according to his Commiſſion,and afterward the price 
ofthem riſeth, and rhereupon fraudulently he ladeth them for another place,contrary 
tohis Commiſſion, to take the benefit thereof, in this caſe the merchant ſhal recouer 


dammages againk the faid FaQor by thecuſtome of Merchants, vpon proofe made 
thereof, | 
- If 
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If a Fa&or by.the aduice of a Merchant do buy a Commoditie for that Merchants 
account, with the ſaid Merchants mony,or by his credit,and the Factor giueth no ad- 
uviceof it to the ſaid Merchant,but doth iell the ſameagaine forhis owne benefitand 
gaine ; the Merchant ſhal recouer this benefic of the ſaid FaQor,by the office of Prior 
and Conſuls,according to the Cuſtom of Merchants,and ſhall be moreover amerced 
{or his fraud. | era he 

If the Fa&or do ſell another mans commoditie toa man diſcredited, who cannot 
vſually(as before)buy commodities at the ordinary price,as other men, and it fallerh 


out that this man breaketh, the FaQor ſhal pay for the ſaid goods,as ſhal be thoughe 


the were worth ; vnleſſe he can proue that he was ignorant of the parties weak eſtate 
and credit, or that he ſold him goods of his owne account alfo, which argueth plaine 
dealing, or that he had commiſſion of the other man todeale for him, as it it were for 
his owne proper goods,as hath been declared. And yet in this caſe hee cannot barter 
any of the ſaid commodities for other commodities, but he muſt havie expreſſe com- 
miſſion and order for it from the Merchant, neither can hee transferre or {er ouer any 
Bills Obligatory in nature before declared, For albeit this manner of Commiſſions 
given to Factors is very large, yet it containeth certain reſtrictions and limitations,in 
euery Merchants vaderſtanding. 


Barter, 


Bils of Dcbt« 


_ If a Factor ſhall by afalſeentry in the Cuſtome houſe, eithet vnawares or of pints 


poſe, conceale part ofthe Cuſtom,wichour conſenc ar priuitie of the Merchant,wher- 
by the goods become forfeit to the Prince, the faid Factor ſhall beare the lofſe of 
them, and anſwere the value thereofvntothe Merchant, as meyers coſt, if itbee for 
” tobe tranſported ; or as they might haue bin ſold, if itbe for goods ro bee im» 
orted. ? ME PO ap oe DT 
. Ic a Faor or Merchant do colour the goods of Merchant ſtrangers, in paying but 
Engliſh cuſtoms (although he did beare the aduenture of the ſeas for the taid goods) 
he runneth intoa Premvrre, and forfeiteth all his goods vato the King,and his body 
to petpetuall itapriſonment. a | Ares 
f' a Factor,by a Letter of aduice,or by an Invoice of commadities which the Met- 
chant ſendeth, doth make a ſhortentry into the Cuſtome houſe,the goads nog entred 
ſhall be loſt, but the Facor cannot be charged with the fame,  _ xe 
If a Fator make returne vato a Merchant for the prouenue of his Commodities 
fold,in prohibited goods which may not be tranſported, & haue no commiſhon from 
the Merchant to dothe ſame he ſhall beare the loſſeof thofe goods;if they be ſejled 
vpon for the King, or takehas forfeited. But if it be vpon commodities to be impor- 
red, the Factor is in no fault ; howbeit he ought to gine aduice to the Merchant, what 
commodities are forbidden tobe imported or exported,according tothe pleaſure of 
Princes,which are abſolute Gouernours in their Havens, Harbours, Ports,or Creeks. 
If a Faor commit any valawfull a& by the dire&ion of the Merchant, bee it for 
the tranſportation of gold or ſtluer into the parts beyond the (eag,or otherwiſe ; and it 
it happenthereupon that the ſame be taken, the Merchant bearerh the loſſe«and yer 
the Factor is ſubie& to pay treble damages by the Law, if it bee followed within the 
mw or may be fined for the ſame jn the. Star-chamber,alchough ic be many yeares 
altcr. p 
If a FaQor dopay money for a Merchant(without commiſſion) toanother man,it 
18 at his perillto anſwer for it : and if he deliver another mans money at intereſt , and 
cake more than the tolerationof the Statute(which is ren in the hundred by the yere) 
whereby the ſaid Statute againſt Vſurie raketh hold of him,and the mony 15 loſt ; the 
i FaRor is to bee charged therewith, and'to make good the money vnto the Mer- 
chanr. Rr 0h ST YO 
If a FaQor,hauing receiued other mens goods or monies into his cuſtodie, be rob- 
bed of the ſaid'goods and monies, he is to beare the lofſe, and ro make gond the ſame 
vntothe Merchant , but not incaſe where the vamerciful elements of Fire and Water 
ſhall deſtroy the ſaid goos or monies, or wherea towne is ſacked or pilled : which is 
alwaies to be born by the owner or proprietary of the ſame. F* 
| M. 2 # 
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'Damnaified | If a Factor buy acommoditie,which afterward becommeth damnified by ſome ac- 
Commodities; 1ent or caſualtie, whereby the Merchant (for whoſe account hee bought the ſame) 
becommeth a loſer ; that Factor is not to be charged with any part of the loſſe, Puc 
if the commodities were damnified before, then he is to beare ſome part of the loſe, 
although it hapned to be knowne afterwards. A FaQor bought fora Merchant of Am- 
ſterdam one hundred runnes of AJlomes, which came from Civita Vecchia, ladea 
with fome Candia oile, whereof ſome part was ſpilled vponthe ſaid Allome ; afcer- 
wards the ſame being mingled together, was fold and tranſported to Amſterdam, and 
there ſold to the Dyers of Harlem, Amſterdam,and Roterdam , who viing the ſame, 
found their clorh Rained in diners places ; for where the oile touched, there the Co- 
lour could not take, ſothar they became great loſers, as appeared by diuers teſtima- 
nies. The FaRordid thereupon demand reparation of damages of him who had fold 
him the Allome, and the Merchant cd the like of the Factor , for there was abaue 
| 300 ® Joſt, Whereupon the matcer was much debared amongſt Merchants both here 
The Parecer and d the feas;and they did deliuer their Parecer or opinians in writing, and be- 
or Merchants? ing found that the FaQtor had knowledge that ſome oile was ſpilled vpon the Allom, 
and neyerthelefſe bought the ſame, he was adiudged by the ſentence of Merchaars, to 

pay the one halfe of the ſaid lofle, and the other halfe was borne betweene the Dyers 

andthe ſaid Merchant of Amfterdam : and he that fold the Allomes was clegred and 

Rae payd.- So that in theſe caſes the circumſtances and accidents are to bee conſi- 

\Lofſeby  IfaFacordoreceiue mony for other mens accounts,which afrerward are decricd, 
F or {ome loſſe doth happen by exchanging the ſane , bee it vpon Copper monies , os 
light gold taken for Merchandiſes fold ; euery man is tobeare that loſſe propartiang- 
bly according to his ſum, and the FaQor is ro ſuſtaine no damage thereby, valeſſe ir 
were for falſe coine by him receiued,which he is bound ro know, | ® 
Letters of \ If a Factor be required bya Merchanrs Letter of Credit,to giue credit vato 
- Credit. be muſt lookevery preciſely toobſerue the ſame accordingly : which Letters of Cre- 
| ditare eitherample, or reſtrained to certaine conditionsand limitation of timezplace, 
perſons, ſummes,and many other circumſtances. If they be ample,then is it dangeraus 
for the giuer of the ſaid Letters of Credir, and may alſo procure a lofle to fall vpon 

+. the PaQogr; wherein conſideration muſt be had both wayes. Suppoſe A. B. of Lan- 

don writeth his Letter to C.D. of Antuerp in theſe words ; 1f E. F. of Amſterdam, or 

any other of my Friends there, draw by exchange wpon you any ſummes of money zit may pleaſe 

Jou'to follow his and my friends order : 1 will be your warrant for all,and haue acare that all hal 
Exchangeand Ge accompliſhed orderly,C.D.of Antuerp the FaQor,in this caſe doth accept framiune 
Rechange, tO time many Bills of Exchanges, and payd them accordingly, and taketh vp the mo- 
ney (by the diretionof E.F. of Amſterdam) for Spain and other places; and {ocoun- 

tinueth the ſame for a long time,by way of rechange from one placeto another, vpon 

the ſaid credit of A.B.of London. Ar laſt this Factor C.D. becommeth ſuſpitious, 

becauſe of this long continuance of Mony by exchange and rechange,and writeth vn. 

tothe ſaid A.B. of London, to know whether he is contented to continue his former 

credit by him given to E.F. of Amſterdam A.B.continueth the ſame,but with a [t- 

Limitation of Mitationtoa certain ſum, not knowing what ſum of mony the ſaid C.D, was ingaged 
Lertersofcre= for the ſaid E.F. of Amſterdam, for C.D. gaue him no notice of it at that time:herc- 
it, upon it falleth our, that E.F. of Amfterdam becommeth inſolvent, and being much 
indebted to C.D. the Far of Antuerp, this FaQor requireth his fatisfactionat the 

hands of A.B. of London, according tothe former Letter of Credit. A.B. dorh an- 

ſver, That he had reſtrained and limited the ſaid Credit toa certaine ſum, which in- 

deed did cutoffall former matters, ſeeing C.D. gaue him no notice of che moneyes 

owing before, and A.B. was only toanſwer forthe money which was taken vp by the 
ſecond Letter of Credit, according to the ſum limited ;orherwiſe A.B. bad bin clea- 
redofall. But if C. D.did continue thoſe monies by exchange and rechange , vpon 
thecreditof A,B. and the Factor (withwhom he had correſpondence) doth become 
abſoluent, and thereby C, D, the Factor is damnitied and payeththe monies _— 
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by exchange,or is bound to pay the ſame, this FaQor is to be ſaued harmlefſe by A. TL | 
B. becauſe hee tooke vp,or cauſed to be rooke vp the ſaid Monies originally ; ſo-that *; ways 
his credit was the efficient cauſe of it, and che FaQor is to be regarded heerein in all A 
reaſon. | 
It a FaQor doe accept Bils of Exchanges ofa Merchant,with order to rechange the 
ſameagaine vpon him, or to take it vp by exchange for another place or places, where T. 
he the ſaid FaRor ſhall finde itto be for the moſt benefit of the Merchant: if this Fa- ; 
Qor take vp the ſame according to his beſt skill and knowledge, although it be fotind | 
contrarie to the Merchants intention, the Factor 1s not to be charged , and the Mer- 
chant is to ſaue him harmleſle tor the principal, withexchange,rechange,and all char- 
ges of factoridge. ITY 
If a Faor do make ouer Money for another mans account by exchange vntoano- 
ther manor Merchant, before he hath nocice thac this Merchant is broken, & the bils 
of Exehange are not due this Factor hath authoritie to countermand the payment of 
this Money, although the party vpon whom this Bill of Exchange ts direRted, had ac- 
cepred the ſame, Atidif he ſaid party ſhould pay the fame before it was due, he is ro 
repay the ſameagaine tothe ſaid FaQor,as hauing payd it to his owne wrang,contra- 
rie tothe cuſtome of Merchants inexchanges. 
IfaFaordo fraight a ſhip for ſome voyage to be made, going and comming, for praightiog of 
a Merchants account, and by his commiſhon and order, whereof a Charrerpartic of ps 
fraightment is made by Indenture betweene him and the Maſter of the ſhip ; this Fa- 
or is liable forthe performance thereof, 8& to pay the fraight of all things accarding- 
ly. But if the ſhip be only fraighted outwards , and the Factor ladeth'the lame with 
ſome goods, then theſe goods are liable for the fraight, and\the Maſter candemaund 
nothing ofthe FaQor by the Charterparty,but muſt look tobe payd by rhe party chat 
receiueth the goods, according to the Bill of lading ; whereby it is conditioned; That git: of lading; 
the fraight ſhall be payd vpoa the receir of the ſaid goods, And fois italſfo iis ſhip | 
be fraighted to go to diuers parts, as it were bound from one place toanather, and to 
be free 1g the laſt place of his diſcharge : forthe Maſter muſt lil haue an eye to be ſe- 
cured by goods, vnlefle there were an expreſſe condition made in the Chartcrparty ta 
the contrary, or that the ſhip were fraighted by the great for a certaine ſumof money 
to be payd by an agreement. | | ache 37TGN 
If a Factor do fraight a ſhip for another man, or for his owne account, - and when it 
comes tathe place appointed to vnlade,ther: are no goods tarelade the ſatne,or there 
wanteth mony for the lading thereof, if the Maſter do not ſtay out al his daies of de- 
mourer, agreed vpon by the Charterparty of fraightment, andmakea Proteſt againſt p;.,ua ww, gap 
the party that hee was conſigned vnto, to give him his lading within that rime,, but lading. * |} 
commeth away before that time be expired , and although hee maketh a Proteſt, for 
that he is not laden, yet the FaQor is to pay him no fraight at all,vnles for rhe fraight 
outwards it were conditioned by the Charterparty, Bur if the Maſter do ſtay onr his 
time, then the FaQor is toanſiver the Fraight, alrhouzh the Maſter had laden his ſhip 
with Salt for his owne account : for if the ſaid ſhip had been laden only with Salt-by 
the Merchantwhbich it may be would nor pay halfe the fraighr,yet the FaQorat Mer- 
chant may ar their pleaſure abandon the ſame tothe Maſter for his fraighr, & the Ma- 6cogs hee 
ſter can demand no more of the Faor by the Charterparty. But if the Maker doth ——_ 4 
take in Salt, and lades his ſhip by his owne meanes, before rhe dayes of demonrcr ar *** beige 
expired, and that by ſome condition made with the Faor, he may claim fraight:rhen 
the Factor is to-haue the benefit of the ſalt in defalcation of the ſaid fraighr.-- + 
If a Faor doe fraight a ſhip for a Merchant, and afterwards the ſaid ſhips raken 
co ſerue the King for ſome few daies, within the time agreed vpon for the lading: $and 
hereupon the Merchant diſclaimeth the fraighring of the ſaid ſhip; albeit tbe Fai@or 
did proceed tolade the ſame : In this caſe the Factor ſhall nor beare any lofleybar 
what dammage ſhall be adiudged tothe Maſter , the Merchantis to ſaue the FaRtor 
harmlefſe of it. | 
If a Factor dohire a ſhip by the moneth for another Merchant; or for bis owne ac- 
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count, and ladeth the ſame being ready to depart; afterwards the King makes agene- 
rall Embargo or reſtraint ypon all ſhips for a time ; the Maſter cannor demaund any 
fraightof the Factor for and during the {aid time of arreſt : and if the ſhip be valaden 
again,and imploied in the Kings ferutce,the Factor is free of all agreements or Coue- 
nants with the Maſter. ;: 

© If a Factor do receiue aſum of mony of the owners of a ſhip, in conſideration that 
he fraighteth the ſaid ſhip for a voyage, promiſing to repay the ſaid money at the re- 
turne of vhe ſaid voiage : if the ſaid FaRor hath fraighted this ſhip for another mans 
account, this'Merchant isto haue the benefit of this mony during the time;and if the 
Facor conceale the ſame, he is to repaire the damage thereof, which is tobe confide- 
red both for the intereſt, and aduenture of the ſeas;for the ſaid owners beare the ſame: 
and ir is ſuppoſed that the Merchant would haue aſſured ſomuch the lefie,or (by cm- 

loying that mony toward the lading of the ſhip) ke ſhould disburſe ſa much mony 
eſſe ro make the ſaid voiage ; and it may be thought, that in regard of that mpny, the 
fraight is madethe greater, whereof the ſaid owners of the ſhip haue had a confidera- 
tion, by disburſing the ſame. 

If a FaQtor bee required co make afſlurance fot a Merchant vpon a ſhip or goods {a- 
den for a certaine volage, and haue monies in his hands to pay for the Premzo or the 
price of Aſſurance; and this FaQor doth negle@ the ſame, and giueth nonorice of ir 
tothe Merchant, who might hauc made aſſurance in another place,and the ſaid Ship 
or goods do perith at the ſeas: this Factor is to anſwer the damage,vnlefle he can giue 
ſome ſufficient reaſon for the non performance of the ſaid Orderor Commiſſion, 

..:IfaFaor hauing madeaſſurance vpon goods laden, which afcerward are zaken by 
theenemy,maketh any compoſition with the A fſurers for the ſame,without Order or 
Commiſſion for it, he is toanſwer the whole Aſſurance to the Merchant. A Merchant 
cauſed a ſhip to be fraighted and laden with Commadities for Canſtantinaple by 8 
FaQor of London; himſelfe dwelling at Antuerp, and being a ſubicR to the King of 
Spain inthe late Wars, cauſed 2000 # tobe aſſured at London vpan the ſaid goods; 
the-ſhip and goods was takenby the Gallies of Sicilic,and brought to Palermo,where 
it was proved that the goods did appertaine tothe King of Spain his ſubieRs,but that 
therewas-2000 © aſſuredat London by Engliſh merchants , their Encmies1in thoſe 
daies ; pretending thereupon to take the ſaid goods for forfeited, or ſo much of thena 
as ſhould amount tothe ſumme ſo aſſured. Hereupon the Aflurers,hauing intimation 
from the FaQorof it, deſired to make ſome compoſition, to auoid that danger,where» 
by the goodsalſo might be ſooner cleared, and the poſſeflion obtained for rhe Owner 
and proprietarie thereof, which was the merchant of Antuerpe, wherein expedition 
was required. The FaQor,in regard of the ſaid expedition,did not ſtay to recetne an 
anſwer from the merchant what he ſhould do,but maketh a compoſition with the Al- 
ſurers, for 60 ® for the r00 # tobe paid inftantly. The goods were afterwards all re- 
couered, whereof ſo much as had bin afſured,was formerly relinquiſhed vnto the Al- 
ſurers,for the Merchant would not condiſcend to make any compoſitionwith the A(- 
ſurors, Sothat the Factor did beare the aduenture to loſe 2000 # for ſome 1200 &, 
which he had receined,if the goods had not been recouered:and therefore the ſaid Fa- 


Qor tooke to himſelfe the benefit ofthis Compoſition, by the aduice of the experten- 
ced Merchants, 

If aFaQor by error of account dowrong vntoa merchant, he is to amend and make 
good the ſame, nor only for the principall, but alſo with the intereſt for the time. 50 
on the contrary, ifa FaQor for his own wrong haue forgotten to charge the Merchants 
account with ſome parcels paid out for bhim,or made ouer by exchange;the merchant 
is to anſwer for itwith intereſt for the time. In theſe precedent obſeruarions are com- 
Le: all other caſes of differences which may happen betweene Faftors. and Mer- 

nts. 


CHAP. 


Of the beginning of Yea Lawes, 


= DA Aving inthe former Chapters methodically intreated (as alſo in 
8) C22.) (a this hitherto) of the matters therein intended , neuerthelefle ac- 
& cording tothe Contentsof them, the matter being af leueral ng- 
d) tures, runneth promiſcuouſly, but in the end will perfonne the 
x worke, For as the roundnefſe of the Globe of the warld is com- 
&2 pounded of the Waters and the Earth ; ſothis worke of the Law 
4 Merchant cannot becompleat without the Sea Lawes , io called 
(Lawes)becauſe they are written and knowne : for without Navi- 
eation, Commerce is of ſmall moment, ſo that the Land affaires ſhall be intetmixed 
with Sea-faring matters accordingly, | 
Some doattribute the firſt making of Sea Lawes tothe Phaenjcians and Cartha- 
ginians,becauſe Pliny doth aſcribe the Art of Sailing vatothem. But by the moſt an- 
tient Records the beginning maſt be from the inhabitants ofthe Iſland of Rhodes, ſci- 
cuated within the Mediterranian ſea, whowere moſt famous for ſhipping and ſailing, 
(as $rabs hath written) and ſurpaſſing all Nations in the knowledge of equitie in ma- 
ritime cauſes: and the Mediterranian ſea was for aboue one thouſand yeares onely ru- | 
ſed by their Law, called the Rhodian Law, although augmented with ſome additions Rbodian Lav | 
by the Romans. Ac laſt (as ſome haue recorded) when all ſorts of Lawes by the euer- 
fon and lacerating of the Roman Empire were ina manger buried,the Rulers of Rome 
inthe yeare 1975 made new ſea Lawes and Statutes,and fo did euery chiefe Seafaring 
towne vpon the {aid Mediterratiian coaſt, adding thereunto other Ordinances. yo 
did they of Marſcilles in the yeare 1162 ; Genoa inthe yeare 1186, they of PeJopo- 
neſſus called Morea, in the yeare 1 200 : the Venetians in the yeare 1262 ; Conſtantine 
1270; Tames King of Arragon the ſaid yeare ; Peter King of Arragon 1340 zand they 
of Barſelona 1434 : which Lawes are collected and extant vnto this day. Bur an the 
great Ocean ſeas the firſt Lawes were made by the inhabitants of the Iſland of Ole- f 
ron, ſcituated onthe ſea coaſt of France neere S. Martin de Rea, againſt the Riyerof Teton 0 
Charante,which was called Le Roll 4 Olleton : by which the controverſies on that coaſt s 
were determined, and the ſaid Lawes were afterwards diſperſed and brought 1n vie 
in England and the Low-Countries : whereupon divers Statutes both in Evgland 
and Scotland haue been inacted for Seafaring: buſineſle and in like maner diners ordi-: 
nances in the Low-Countries,eſpecially ſince their fiſhing trade began. OS 
_ Edward the third, King of England, cauſed with the aduice of diners men of know- 
ledge and experience in maritime cauſes, diners Articles to be ſet downe,, and theſe gamiratuis \ 
were tnrolled andoveyed for the gouernment of the Admirall Courr. And the French Oo in 
King by made his Contracts with King £dvard accordingly, concerning the fiſhing "Tt 
trade,as by theRecords extant in the Tower of London(where I haue ſeen them) may 
appeare. | 
Francis the French King,and Henry the third of France, haue made ſome Stature- 
% awes 
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Lawes concerning the Conrts of Admiraltie, but the ſubſtance of all doth concurre 
and agree with the Lawes of Oleron, whereof we ſhall intreat more hereafter, 
Frederick the ſecond,King of Denmarke,at a Parliament holdenat Coppenhauen 
1n the yeare 15 61, hathabridged, as alſo ſet downe certaine Acts or Statutes for the 
ruling of Sea matters,but for the moſt part agreeing alſowith the ſaid Lawes of Ole- 
ron,which you ſhall finde in this Treatiſe ſet downe vpon every occaſion offered vn- 
eo me, to make application of them in the Chapters following. 
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Crar, XVIII. 
Of the mannerof Proceedings in Sea-faring Cauſes. 


Ll controverſies and differences of ſea-faring Actions or maritime cau- | 
| {es oughe to be decided according to the Sea Lawes,which rookethels 
beginning from Cuſtomes and Obſeruations; and from them is the 
interpretation of the ſaid Law to be taken. And if any Caſe ſhall fall 
out that was not knowne before, neither written downe and authoriſed 
| as a Law,then the ſame is to be determined by the Iudge,with the op1- 
nion of men of experience and knowledge inthe ſaid ſea-faring Cauſes. And herein 
sall conuenient expedition required, that the matter may be ſummarily and brietty 
determined, eſpecially in caſes of ſhipwracke,wherein delayes or pratrations in Law 
1s crueltie to vex ſuch afflicted perſons. 
| Therefore to preuentappellations, preſent execution and reſtitution of goods 1s 
| | VMedincauſesof ſpoile, vpon caution firſt found by the ſpoiled, to ſatisfie the condem- 
9 pt nation to the Iudpe, if there be iuſt cauſe found of appellation : and tothisend allo ic 
times Is permitted, that witneſſes of the ſame ſhip may be examined, although the aduerſe 
party be not called thereunto, merchants & mariners ſailing togerher in one (hip may 
beare witneſſe cach toother, and mariners againſt the Maſter, when they are free and 
out of his command. Ei 
The plaintife is to finde ſureties to pay coſts and damages if he do fail in hts proof. 
and the defendant is tobe put in caution to ſatisfie the ſentence, 1-dicium cifti,er Tndi- 
catum ſolvi. 
. If the Defendant doth ſtand out,or commit a contempt by not appearing to defend 
himſelfe or ſhip,or things challenged ; the Indge of the Admiraltie may (after foure 
defaults entred)deliuer the poſſeſſon of the faid ſhip,or any other thing,or part there- 
of, tothe Plaintife, putting in ſureties for one yere and a day ; and if the party appeare 
not within that time, then the propertie is finally adiudged to the Plaintife, And it 
he do appeare within the time, offering to pay the expences,and putting in cautionto 
obey and performe the definitive ſentence, he ſhall be admitted, Burthis Cautionor 
| _  Tureties are liable abſolutely for all from the beginning, and cannot bee diſchar- 
— Differenceve- ged as the Baile may be at the common law,bringing inthe party at conuenient time. 
eninthe Ad. SUMMOns and citation are not needful,where the ſhip or goods in queſtion are forth- 
miraltic, add COmming,but may be done in the ſame place where it lieth, or the goods are found. 
_ If any man bearreſted or troubled for the like matters, he is preſently to bediſchar- 
of England. ged vpon ſureties,and eſpecially Mariners,becauſe they ſhal nor be hindered of their 
voyage:which he may do with ſo much goods, or the value therof, as he bath on ſhip- 


boord.at the TIudges diſcretion: becauſe otherwiſe trafficke andcommerce is in 
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Of buying and ſelling of Commodities by Contraft. 
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> D538 H E buying and ſelling of Commodities by Contras may bee 
Fer diſtinguiſhed three manner of wayes, namely, Regall, Notariall, 
Z— De and Verball. 

HS TheRegall Contracts are made betweene Kings and Princes, 
2 and Merchants, which cauſed the Kings of Portugall tobe called 
2D) Royall Merchants, For whereas the Venetians had the trade for 
_ A Spices and other Commodities of the Eaſt Indies,the Portugals 

vpon the diſcouerie of thoſe parts by Nauigation did bereaue the Venetians of that 
Trade, as by the revolution of time, orher Nations haue almoſt compaſled that trade 
of Spices,and raken the ſame from the Portugals. The Kings of Portugal had alwaies 
the one moitie of the Pepper by way of Contrad, and for that they would contra@ a- 
gaine with the Germanes, or other principall Merchants of other nations and of their 
owne, todeliner the ſame vpona price agreed , vpon the arriuall of the Carrackes at 
Lixborn, according vato which it was fold again with reputation to other merchants, 
and diſperſed into divers countries; and ſowas italſo done for Cloves and Mace,and 
ſometimes for Indico, and the payments were made by afſignation 1n the Bankes of 
Madrill, Lyons, and Bizanzon,and ſomtimes at Florence and other places : hereupon 
was the Contraction houſe at Lixborn ere&ed and named accordingly,where the ſaid 
Spices and Commodities are brought and ſold againe. | 

Such are the Contracts which the King of Spainedoth make with Merchants for 
the prouiſion of Corne for his townes in Africa vpon the coaſts of Barbary,as Ceuta, 
Molegam, Tangere, and other places, the payment whereof hath been made again by 
Pepper,vpon ſome eſpeciall Contra&, and the Merchants haue thereupon alſo made 
other Contrats with Merchants of the Low-Countries to deliuer them that Pepper 
at Amſterdam,and to take corne in paiment. But the caſe is ſince altered by the in- 
corporating of rhe Eaſt-India Trade, ; 

Such were the Contracts made by the French King Hevry the third, with tlie great 
Merchants of Iraly,called Le graund Partie, for Salt, which they by autboritie did in- 
groſſe for the King,and brought alſo from other countries by ſole permiſſion, cauſing 
euery houſhold in all France to take a proportion yearly, or to pay for it, whether they 
had occaſion to vſeit or not ; which was an Italian invention, and for this they payd 
dy Contract vnto the King 600000 pounds ſterling (beeing two millions of French 
Crownes) yearely. 

Such were the Contracts which Queene F/iZabeth of bleſſed memorie made with 
Merchants of London, for the prouifionof victuals and apparell for the ſouldiours in 
Ireland,during the late Warres with the Earle of Tyrone, which did amount tovery 
great ſummes of money ; inſomuch that the ſeuerall ContraQs for Apparell came to 
ninety thouſand ſuits of apparell,as I haue ſeen by the Records and accounts extant in 
his Majeſties Court of Exchequer. | 

All thefe and ſuch like Contra&sare made by Commiſfions granted for that. pur- 
poſe to ſome great officers of the Kingdome,who haue thereby authoritie to contract 
for the ſame with Merchants and others, 
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 Norariallcon- Notariall Contracts baue partly dependance vpon the ſame; for when thoſe Mer- 


| traRs called 
- Paublicke, 


Conditions of 
a Merchants 
- Contract. 


Tefeamecon- 


chants which haue contracted with Kings or princes, are to prouide ſuddenly thoſe 
things which they haue contracted for, or to diſpoſe of the commodities which the 
hauebought or ingrofled into their hands : Then they deale with other Merchaants,ei- 
to prouide them of ſuch commoadities,or to ſell them ſuch as they haue bought. And 
theſe contraQs are made by publique As or inſtruments before Notaries,to the end 
that all things agreed vpon oneither {ide may be duely accompliſhed. And in theſe 
great Contracts beyond the ſeas, the payments are (the moſt part for great ſummes) 
made in Banks alſo, becauſe of the commodiouſnefle of it,as you ſhall note hereafter. 
Beſides this, many Merchants do make Contracts, and paſſe them likewiſe before 
Notaries or Scriueners, becauſe that things contracted for may require time to effe&t 
them. As for example, a Merchant Aduenturer ſelleth vato a Merchant of Middlebo- 
rough twoor three hundred Clothes of knowne marks(whereby the goodneſle is alſo 
knowne) at a certain price,the packe of ten Clothes,to be delivered at Middleborow 
from time totime,during the ſpace of ſix moneths,and the Middleborough merchant 
doth agree,that for the payment of theſe Clothes he will ſend to the Merchant Ad- 
uenturer Linnen Cloth,and divers other Commodities to be fold in London, to pay 
 Himſelfeas aforeſaid ; which commodities are alſo ſent from time rotime,within the 
compaſle of the ſaid time of fix moneths,and the reckoning berweene them ſhall run 
accordingly. Hereupon a Contra& is made in writing before a Notarie publique,and 
therein divers conditions are tobe ſpecified and obſerugd. Firſt it is agreed, that con- 
cerning the price of the Clothes ſold, amounting toſuch a ſum ſterling money,called 
lawfull money ef England, there ſhall be giuen tor euery twenty ſhillings or pound 
Kerling, ſo many ſhillings and pence as they ſhall agree,according tothe price of Ex- 
change amongſt merchants,and theſe are ſhillings and pence Flemiſh mony, whereof 
there 1s 35, Or 36 ſhillings, or 35 ſhillings and fix pence, or 36 ſhillings and 83 pence 
given or allowed inaccount betweene them for twenty ſhillings ſterling,and ſo after 
the rate for ſo many hundred pounds or thouſand pounds as the Clothes may amount 
vnto. Secondly it is agreed, That the Merchant Aduenturer ſhall beare the Aduen.- 
tureof his Clothes, and deliver them vpon his aduenture, charge, and danger of the 
ſeas, with all caſualties, voto the Middleborough Merchant,within the town or ware- 
houſe of the Merchant there : and likewiſe that the Middleborough Merchant ſhell 
beare the aduenture of his Linnen cloth, and other commodities, anſwer the Kingscu- 
ſtomes,and all charges incident vpon the ſaid commodities, vntill they be freely ta- 
ken vp into the Merchant Adventurers ware-houſe here. Thirdly,it is agreed between 
them(theſe forrein commodities being ſold payable at times of paiment) that if any 
bad debts ſhould be made thereby, cither the Middleborough merchant is to beare 
the lofle thereof, or elſe the merchant Aduenturer doth rake the baſard and aduen- 
ture of it vpon him,for the conſideration or allowance of double faQoridge,or two vp- 
on the hundred, Fourthly it is agreed between them, That if the payment of the com- 
modities of the Middleborough Merchant be not made within the time of fixe mo- 
| neths,according as the Clothes were ſold ; then the Merchant Aduenturer is to haue 
allowance for the mony by him not receiued within the time, after the rate of ten vp- 
on the hundred for the yeare. Laſtly, (becauſe the Merchant Aduenturer takes pains 
in the ſelling of the merchandiſe and commodities of the Middleborough Merchant 
tO pay himſelfe) it is alſo agreed vpon, that the merchant Aduenturer ſhall haue al- 
lowanceof faQoridge for it,after the rate of two pro Cent.which he ſhould haue given 
to another FaQor to ſell the ſame for him, This is the ſubſtance of a merchants con- 
traQ, wherein it ſeemerhall things haue bin well conſidered and agreed vpon ; yet the 
principall matter for good and ſuredealing is omitted, which isnot only ro conenant 
that the Middleborough merchant ſhall ſend him good and merchantable Wares or 
commodities to make mony of,or to ſell to good cuſtomers that will make him good 
payment ; buteſpecially,That the merchant Aduenturer ſhall not bee compelled to 
ſend him more Clothes than the value of the commodirics received hal amount vnto 
irom time to time, And further, if he do not ſend him within the time the ger 
| O 
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of commodiries requiſit to pay himſelfe for ſo many Clothes; the ſaid Middleborow 
Merchant ſhall pay him the damages ſuſtained by the employment of his money in 
Clothes, ora certain ſumme of mony agreed vpon between them for the non-perfor- 
mance thereof, ; | 3 ft # 
Inlike manner a London Merchant doth conhtra& with a Merchant ranger heere, 
and buyeth of him a certaine Commoditie,whereof the gaodnes is commonly known 
by the marke, or otherwiſe by the Fabrica'or making ; as Veluets, Sattin, Silkes, Fu- 
itians,or other commodities tobe here delivered varo him by fuch a day,or within ſq 
many moneths,at the price agreed vpon betiween them,with the-manner of payment, 
and other conditions agreed alſo. Hereupon likewiſe paſſeth a Norariall Contra&, 
which is performed accordingly. But put the ca{e that the price of the ſaid Veluers 
2nd Silks by ſome accident or occaſion doth fall, and the London Merchant doth re: 
pent him of his bargain and Contract, and now ſome of the ſaid forrein commodities 
are come from beyond the feas;and arriued within the riuer of Thames,wherupon the 
Merchant ſtranger giuerh notice vato him of'it, and the London Merchant feemeth 
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vnwilling toreceiuethe ſaid commodities,and is cohſtratned either by a Scriuener of 


witnefle to offer vato him the ſaid commodiries according totheir Contract,” Heere 
note that this offer or render ſo made is of no validitie or force in Law, for vntill the 
Xings cuftome is paid for the ſaid goods, and that yowhaue recetued them into your 
power or caſtodie, you can make no lawfall offer of them.,. Moreouer, if you haue 
paydthe Kings Cuſtome for them,and haue'them in your cuſtodie and power;and do 
make tender of them beforethe time, yet the Law is not ſatisfied herein, but you muſt 
render them alſo vpon the laſt day of the deliverie, becauſe the damages robee' giuen 
vato you by Law muſt takea certaine ground:from the limitation of time, and not vp- 
on caſualties ; for it might fall our, thar the price of the ſaid Commodities ſhould 
riſe within that time, and you might {ell chem for a greater gaine, and by that time of 
the laſt day of your deliverie they might be fallen again 1nprice; and'you might have 
prouided another parcell for the ſame, ſothat both by the common Lay and the Law 
Merchant youare to make your tender vpon the very day by a ſcriuener or with com- 
petent witneſſes, whereof I haue ſeen ſufficient triall im Law, Agnd according totheſe 
wg examples, you may indge and conſider of all other the like ContraQs wee call 
oariall. " @NELSVW £1 hat P00 
Verball Contracts are made berweene'party and party, or by means of Brokers or 
Mediators,and that only by word withoutwriting. Such are the'dayly buying and 
ſcllingof commodities, either for ready mony, or payable at ſome dates of payment; 
wherein the mediation ofa Broker is moſt neeeſſarie; For as ic would betroubleſome 
to vie Scriveners in euery bargaine,fo is ireommodious to vſe the means of Brokers ; 
the commodities are-not onely bought and fold with more credit and reputation, but 
all controuerſfies which doariſe by miſaduenture or otherwiſe are ſooner detetmined, 
and a ſworne Broker is taken as a double witneſſe, ifhedo produce his Booke, with a 
Hemorindum of the Bargaine, as the ſame was agreedbetweene- both'parties. By 
which many Variances are reconciled , and Differences. (like to fall out ) are pre- 
uented;” 3 lis 1 oo on UT ot owe cit terteg 4 | 
I'bad almoſt fortocten the moſt memorable Contratts that everwere,whereby the 
Philofophers B/ixaror Stone is found, turning Lead; Paper, and Inkeanto Gold. and 
Siluer ; which is the Contra& of Popes-for their Cruſados or Bulls, whereof there 
are certaine' Contractors, who for acertaine ſum of money yearely to'be payd,doe re- 
cetueaurthoritic todif perſe the ſaid Pardons or Bulls into the VVeſt Ihdies, Peru, No- 
va Hiſpagnia, and all thoſe quartersof the World, and euerie reaſonable Sonle muſt 
_- one'of them yearely. And that this is the moſt beneficiall Contract, I prooue 
ele? fb | oe ir Wert dr ET CA gnR Ty 
| Intheyeare 15 91, Pope Six14s [Quintus cauſed two (hips tobe laden out of Spaine 
for the Weſt Indies as atorefaid, with fome 100 Butts of -Sacke, 1400 little Cheſts, 
containing each of them three ordinarie ſmall barrels of Quick-filuer, weighing 5o # 
the piece,to refine the (iluer withall inthe ſai4-Indies ; and moreouert,a great mo | 
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of packes of the ſaid printed Buls or Pardons granted atthat time, to make prouiſfion 


againſt the Heretiques; forſomuch that the great Armado in the yeare 1588 had fo 

mych exhauſted the Treaſure of Spaine.. Theſe two Ships were met withall at ſea by 

Capraine White, who was laden and bound for Barbary, and brought into England by 

him,where the Commodities were fold ; but the Popes merchandiſe(being out of re- 

queſt) remained a long time in ware-houles, at the diſpoſing of Queen Z!:Jabeth , vn- 

till at laſt, at the earneſt requeſt of her Phyſitian Door Lopez, ſhee gaue all the ſayd 

great quantitie of Bulls vato him, amounting to many. thouſands in number. This 

Courtly Merchant,falling in communication with an Italian Knight whohad been a 

Merchant, did conclude with theſaid Knight to, make a partable Voyage betweene 

them,and to ſend thoſe Buls into the Weſt Indies; and accordingly a ſhip was fraigh- 

ted and laden with the ſaid Bulls and ſome other commodities, and did performe the 

ſaid Voyage to the Indies, Eut no ſooner arrined; the Popes Contractor for that com- 

moditiedid ſeiſe vpon all the ſayd Bulls, and cauſed an information to bee giuen a- 
oainſt them, that they were infeced, bauing beene raken by Heretiques, It was alled- 
ged that they were miraculouſly ſaued,but loſt they were and confiicated,and ſo Co- 
uetouſnefle was well rewarded. But returning to proue this beneficiall Contract ; I 
was at the time at the taking of the ſaid Bulls, willedby Authoritie,to mak e and efii- 
mare what the lading of theſe two ſhips might coſt, and what they might haue beene 
worth inthe Weſt Indies,according to theratc of cucry Bull, taxed at two Royalls of 
plate,and ſome foure, and ſome eight Royals, according to their limitation, eueric 
one being but one ſheet of paper. And by computation the lading did not coſt fiftie 
thoufand pounds, and would haue yeelded aboue fixe hundred thouſand pounds, For 
theſe Contrags are.feruent and fullof deuotion , containing alſo a commandementr, 
That their beds:ſhould be ſold,rather than any one ſhould be without a Bull, for the 
ſafety of the ſoule was to be preferred before the health and eaſe of the body. 

Now befoxe we entreat air Sy Contracts in the buying and ſelling of com- 
modities'in ſome places, itwill notbe impertinent to note the obſeruations and op1- 
nions of : Civilians concerning Merchants Contracts, which they haue diſtinguiſhed 
to be ſolemne, publique,or priuat, as in the Marginall notes is before declared, to the 
end all Controuerfies may be auoided in the ſaid Merchants Contracts. | 

The Civilians writing de Contraitibus Mercatorum,or of Merchants contracts,make 
many diſtin&tions, but the conditions agreed vpon betyweene them are chiefely conſt- 
derable, and to bewell declared,to auoid ambiguitie and conſtructions,and reciprocal 
things to be performed on both fides, which binderh them better, So that if a Con- 
trad be broken,yhereby the one party isdamnified for the want of his mony or goods 
not delivered, whereby he can make no benefit, and is -hindered in his tradeby Lncrum 
ceſſans, or not getting; the other party may iuſtly demaund reccmpence for the. ſame, 
cſpecialiy if hebe a Merchant; otherwiſe. ſome Civilians make the ſame queſtiona- 
ble, as Fiſher-men, Fowlers, and Hunters, which (ſay they) cannoc demandany loſſe 
for want of their owne, becauſeby their profeſſions they are vacertaine,whetber they 

ſhall catch or take anything by theirart, Nevertheleſſe the Merchants Court hath 
an eſpeciall care toperformewell with Fiſhermen,and that with all expedition of ju- 
ſtice they may bediſpatchedtofollow their trade, without any intermiſſion of time. 

This damage ſuſtained by Merchants or others, for the non-performance of Con- 

tracts, cannot bedemandedbya continuance of time running Adinfinitum, during 
the matter in queſtion, but muſt be demanded according 'to the firſt dammage recei- 
ved, as the party canduly proue the ſame,either by witneſſes or vpon his oath, as the 


cauſe may require. 


Therefore when Merchants are contending in any Courts of equitie or Law, where 
they aredelayed for many yeares in continuall ſuir, at their great charges; then it ten- 
deth to the 1nterruption of Trade and Commerce in generall , and the ouerthrow of 
parties-in particular ; whereofthe Law of Merchants bath a ſingular care to prouide 
for,and therefore. doth many times (though not without danger) admit the proofe to 
be made vpon the parties oath,if witneſſes be abſent. o 
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The penalties and forfeitures vpon any Contra& limited and expreſled, be it Nom. 


2e pene Or otherwiſe, are therefore much to be conſidered of inequitie to make them 
Rand, and to be efeAuall for the maintenance of faith and credit between merchants, 
and they are conſequently much approucd by all Ciuilians, and by their law allowed. 
Inall Contracts made for a copartnerſhip in prouiding of a joint ſtocke,is-to bee 
obſerued, that the one or ſome of rhem do not defraud the other. Allo it is approued 
chat they may ſel their aduentureto others, & the buyer 1s to take the account accor - 
ding to the Contrad,for the account giuen to other parties in {ocieties doth alwaies 
bind the buyer proportionably in rheſe aduentures ; and the parties dying, the widow 
or his heires are to accept thereof accordingly, both by the Ciuill Law and the Cu- 
ome of Merchants. As is well obſerued by the Societie of the Merchants trading to 
the Eaſt Indies, both in England and beyond the feas. For itis not accounted any 
danger to truſt a Socierie,and to deliver mony for trading, aid where ho damages or 
aduentures be borne is vſuriousas ſhall be'declared hereafter. 
To enter intoconſiderationof ſome verball Contracs , ſome Cuſtomes are to bee 
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theleſſeare made in writing by Notariall Contractor by the Brokers book recorded 
whereof I thinke fit to make a Chapter apart, touching commadities ſould by Bro- 
kers,as hercafter may appeare. 

A Merchant of Spaine dealing for the Weſt Indies, Nova Hiſpania, Terra firma,or 
Peru,and other places in America, will buya round -quantitie of Germane commo- 
dities or manufaures made there,& in the Low. countries,cither Ironmongers wares 
as Hatchets, Axes, Kniues, Bells, Beads, Needles, Baſons, Candleſtickes, Counters, 
Lockes, Nailes, and diuers ſorts of commodities, and he is madeacquainted by the 
Invoiceor Cargaſſon of thoſe goods, what they did coft in the places from whence 
they came, where the Merchant owner of the ſaid wares hath augmented his price in 
the ſaid Invoice, and ſo the Spaniſh merchant doth make him an offerof ſo man 
Maluidies for euery pounds Flemiſh,or Hamborough money,or for every Dollar or 
other coine whereby the ſame was bought, according as the party by his obſeruation 
15 able to iudge of the value thereof,by bis often buying of the like:but the paiment is 
agreed to be made ſomtimes after the returne of the Veſt Indies Fleet,that is, when 
moſt ſhips going outward ſhall returne againe into Spain. But whether the Buyer of 
thoſe goods doreceiue the return of any prouenue of rhe ſaid goods or not, is a matter 
Not material rotheſeller of the-goods,for he beareth nogduenture of bad Facors;euil 
pay-maſters, or other accidents,but muſt be payd at the time agreed vpon,according 
x0 the ordinariecuſtome thereof, valefle it were agreed that hee ſhould beare the Ad- 
uenture of the ſeas for a ſumme incerraintie in nature of aſſurance, or ypon ſome vn- 
expected alteration which might happen in the ſaid aſſurance, which is another Con- 


tract,as hereafter will more amply.appeare in bis proper place. 


_* Another merchant ſelling by Contra, fome Commodities to bedeliuered at the 
returne of the ſaid:VWeſt Indies-fleer, Poſ7o a certaine quantity of Cutcheneale,as the 
price ſhall be broken in Spaine vpon the arriuallof the maine Partida; this merchant 
commonly taketh a ſummeof money before-hand , whereof he alloweth intereſt for 
The time,or elſe he abateth a certaineallowance in the price of the Cutchenealelefle 
than the price,which by authoritie and conſent amongſt Merchants is made, that is 
to ſay, If the beſt fort called Miſteca be ſet at 40 ducats the Roove of 25 ® weight,hee 
ſhall abate him after 20 or 2.5 p 100, Now 1t theprice of Cutcheneale be_high or | 
low,the intereſt of his money tormerly disburſed (by the ſaid abatement)muſt needs 
be accordingly. So that: the beſt aduantage is to takethe intereſt after arate certain, 
and the price of the Cutchenale. isas it ſhall and may fall out, the like may beobſcr- 
ued for all other commodities.; The Bankers haue found the ſame by experience, by 
dealing with the Kingsof Spainand Portugal, when they make make Partido's with 
them, to furniſh them with monies in their occaſions, by making them to payexchan- 
ges and rechanges for itaftet agreat rate, And neuertheleſſe,they will be ſure tohauc 
Pepper,or any other comma{itie, ata certaine rate agreed vpon between them, ox elſe 
1n ready mony payable alſaatthe returne of the ſaid'Welt Indies Flect;albeit they do 
not beare the aduenture of the filuer Bullionor Royals of eight, rather admitting a 
Clauſe, That if the treaſure doth miſcarry.they ſhall haue their monies repayd with- 
in acertatne time, and intereſtof 7.p 1093 valeſſe itbe they agree for the Pepper be- 
longing tothe King, for many yeares tobe takenat a reaſonable price, they bearing 
the aduenture of the ſeas, As the Lords Foulkers of Germany did contra in the 
yeare 1592,with Philip the ſecond, King of Spaine,whereby they became loſers,by the 
taking of the great Carrack the Motherof God at the feas the next yeare following. 
Now becauſe in the precedent Chapters wehaue ſpoken ofa Banke,and the pai- - 
ment of Bankers, it will not be 1mpertinent to intreat thereof, before any 
further proceeding, to the end this matter-may be vnder- 
ſtood of everie Merchant and 
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others, 
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x31 dom, Commonwealth,or Prouince,as alſo of a particular city or town, 
/} into the hands of ſome perſons licenſed and eſtabliſhed thereunto by 
publique authoritie of ſome King, Prince,or Commonwealth,ereted 
| with great ſolemnitic in the view of all the people and inhabitants of 
that City, Commonwealth,or Kingdome, with an intimation thereof 
made divers times, to be vpon ſucha day inthe open market place, where a ſcaffold 
1s purpoſely cre&ed,with an oſtentation of great ſtore of money of Gold and Siluer, 
{uppoſcd to belong to theſe perſons or Bankers ſo eſtabliſhed , which is vato them an 
attractiue power to perſuade allure che Common people to bring their monies into 
theſe Bankers hands,where at all times they may command it , and haue it againe at 
their owne pleaſure, with allowing them only a ſmall matter of fine vpon euery thou- 
{and ducats or crowns, when any man will retyre or draw his mony into his own hands 
again;which although ic be but in 20 yeares, yet during all thar time they are to haue 
no more : {othar theſe perſons or Bankers do become as it were the generall Seruants 
or Caſhiers of that proaince, City,or Commonwealth. 


Theſe bankers,as they haue their companies, faors,or correſpondence in the chief 


places of trade in Europ, ſo muſt they alſo keep account with every man,ofwhom they 
have received any mony intotheir bank,out of which number no man of that juriſdi- 
Mon isalmoſt exemprted,but generally al men are defirous to pleaſe them, & to bring 
their ready mony into their bank,as alſo ſuch money as they haue in forrein parts. In 
regard whereof theſe Bankers do g1ve them great credit;for if any man haue occaſion 
to beſtow in merchandiſe or topay in mony 3 or 4000 ducats, and haue but 1000 du- 
cats in the bank,the bankers will pay it for him more or leſſe,as the party is welknown 
or credited without taking any gain for it, although ir be for 3,4,6, or more moneths, 
This ſeems tobe a great commoditie(as no doubt it is to men in particular)but be- 
ng well conſidered of, it will be found a ſmall friendſhip, and no more ineffec, than 
it amandid participat the light of his candle to another mans candle : for what is this 
credit,or whatare the paiments of rhe banks, but almoſt,or rather altogether imagina- 
rie?As for example, Peter hath 2 000 ducats in bank, 79h» hath 3000,and William 4000, 
and ſoconſequently others more or lefſe : Peter hath occaſion to pay vnto 70hn a thou- 
ſand ducars,he goeth to the Bankers at the appointed houres (which are certain both 
inthe forennone and afternoone) and requireth them to pay 1000 ducats vnto v4, 
whereupon they preſently make Peter debtor for one thonſand ducars, and 7ohn Credti- 
tor for the ſame ſum: ſo thar Peter hauing aſſigned vnto 70hn 1900 ducats, hath now no 
more but one rhouſand ducats in banke, where he had two thouſand before ; and 1547 
hath foure thouſand ducats in the ſame Bank,where he had but 3000 before, And ſo 
inthe ſame manner of aſſignation, 704» doth pay vnto William,and William vato others, 


withour that any mony is touched,but remains ſtil in the Bankers hand, which w oo 
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a ſhort time after the erection of the Banke, amounteth vnto many millions ; and by 
their induſtry they do incorporate the ſame ; which may eaſily bevnderftood, ifwe do 
but conſider what the ready mony and wealth of London would come vato if it were 
gathered into one mans hands; much more if a great deale of riches of other countries 
were added thereunto, as theſe Bankers can cunningly compaſle by the courſe of the 
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| exchange for monies, the ebbing and flowing whereof is cauſed by their motion from 


time fo rime, as in our treatiſe of Exchanges is declared, 

But ſome will ſay or demand, Cannot a man haue any ready mony out of the Ban- 
kers hand, if he hauc occaſion to vſe 1t > Yes that he can: but before he haue it, they 
will be ſo bold as to know for what purpoſe he demandeth the ſame, or what hee will 
do with ir.[f it be to pay any man withall,that they will do for him,as bhauing account 
almoſt with all men for he is accounted to be of no credit, that hath not any money 
1n Banke. 

If he dodemand it to make ouer by exchange in ſome country, they will alſo ſerue 
his turne, in giuing him bills ofexchanges for any places whereſocuer, becauſe they 
haue their companies or correſpondence in euery place. 

If be do demand it for his charges or expences it will be payd him forthwith , be- 
cauſe it is buta ſmall ſumme, and in theend the money commeth into their hands 
againe, 

7 they pay out mony to any man, that hauing mony in Bank, will beſtow the ſame 
in purchaſe of lands, they will ſtill have an eye to haue it again in Banke one way or 
other, at the ſecond or third hand ; ſo that they once beeing poſſeſſed of monies, they 
will hardly be diſpoſſeſſed; and their payments are in effe& all by Aſſgnation , and 
imaginarie. 

And if they haueany money in Banke belonging vato Widowes or Orphans , or 
any other perſon that hath no occaſion to vſe the ſame, they will allow them inte- 
reſt after foure or five vponthe hundred in the yeare, at the moſt, and that vpon eſpe- 
ciall fauor ; for euery man ſecketh to pleaſe them, as in matter where Commodum pri- 
vatum beareth the rule ; for they can eaſily pleaſe men in particular, in giuing them 
{ome credit of that great credit which they haue obtained in generall. 

The mony then remaining inthe Bankers hands is imployed by them to other vies 
and purpoſes. 

Firſt, they do deale with great Princes and Potentates,that haue need of money for 
the maintenanceof their Varres ; as the Genevoiſes and Germanes did with theEm- 
peror Charles the fift during the wars in Germanie ; and as the Florentines and others 
have done with 7hiljp the ſecond, King of Spain, and alſowith his ſon Philp the third 
lare reigning, cauſing him to pay 20,25, 3o, and more inthe hundreth, by way of ex- 
change and rechange, ſuppoſed to happen accidentally. | 

Secondly,they ingroſle thereby divers commodities into their hands. And laſtly, 
they carry thereby apredominancie in ruling the courſe of exchanges for all places, 
where it pleaſeth them ,wherefore the city of Amſterdam(tocountermine them)haue 
in the yeare 1608 alſo erected a very great Banke, for thewhich the ſaid city hath va- 
dertaken to anſwer, whereby they arealwaies ſtored with mony,as appeareth, that the 
ſame is plentifully tobe had at intereſt, at ſixe and ſeuen in the hundred by the yeare, 
and _ at five and vnder, This cuſtome is now ſo ſetled there, that it is as effetuall 
as any law. 

Ofthe breaking of ſome of theſe Bankes is the name Pank-rupt deriued : for when 
Princes do not accompliſh with them then they cannot hold out , vnleſſe they haue 
great eſtates of their owne, Philip the ſecond, King of Spaine, in the yeare 1596 was 
conſtrained to giue Facultad Real, that is to ſay, a Power or Facultie Royall, or a Pro- 
tection vnto the Bankes of Madrilland all their Aſociates for foure yeares ; com- 
manding that all thoſe that had dealt with them in matter of Exchange, Intereſt, 
Contra, Letters of credit, or any manner ofwaies publiquely or ſecret, and with all 
their knowne or vnknown partners, ſhould not be compelled to pay any mony totheir 
Creditors vntill the yeare 1600 : but inthe interim they ſhould at euery ſix moneths 
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receiue intereſt for their money after the rate of ſeuen pro cent#m, for the yeare z and if 
any man could not forbeare his money, he was to deliver the fourth patt more inrea- 
die mony,and ſo accounted tozether with the intereſt due at ſeuen ypon the hundreth, 
the two thirds of all was to be paied him, and the other third was to continue. during 
his life; with allowance of the ſaid intereſt; and this was to be obſerued inthe king- 
domes of Caſtile jArragon, Portugall, and the Low-countries, as alſo in the king- 
domes of Naples, Sicilta,and the Stateof Milan,and finally in all kingdomes and do- 
minions vnder him, (for ſo are the words) and in all his warlike forces by ſea and by 
land. This did bring the Bankes in great diſcredit, and the Weſt-India trade was 
much interrupted by it,and ſo continued during the ſaid King his life time ; and after 
his deceaſe, monics haue nor beene plentifull in Spaine, inſomuch, that in the yeare 
I 608, his ſonne P41/ip the third did give the like Faculty Royalltoall men that were 
to pay money at the returne of the Weſt Indies fleet for one yeare; paying but 3 pro 
cent, totheir creditors for the forbearance; 
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; C I; P, XX l. 
Of the Fraighting of Ships, Charterpartles, and 
Bills of lading, Fine 


Itherto we have becne buying and dealipg in Cammadities, 
and now it will bee time ta aduarnce our commerce ot 'traf- 


ficke, and to fraight ſhips —— tottanſpart auer 
Commodities. No ſhip ſhould be fraighted withone a Char- 
terpartie,meaninga Charteror Coucnant betweene two par- 


ties,the Maſter and the Merchant :and the Bills of lading do 
declare what goodsare laden,and bindeth the Maſter codeli- 
ver them well conditioned: to the place of diſcharge, accor- 

———====z9= ding to the contents of the Charterpartie; binding bimſclte, 
| His ſhip, tackle, and tarnicure of it, for the performance thereof, Of theſe Bills of 1a- 
ding, there is commonly three Bills of one renot made of the whole ſhips lading;or of 
many particular parcells of goods, if there be many laders zand the matkes.of the 
goods muſt therein be expreſſed,and of whom receiued;and to whom to be defivered, 
Theſe Bills of lading are commonly to be had in print in all places,and in feucrall lan. 
2uages, One of them 1s incloſed in the letters written by the ſame Ship,another Bill 
is ſent ouer land to the FaCtor or partie towhom the goods are conſigned, the third 
remaineth with the Merchant, for his teſtimony againſt the Maſter, if there were any 
occaſion or looſe dealing ; but eſpecially it is kept for 'to ſerue incaſe of lofle,toreco- 
uer the valve of the goods of the afſurors that haue vndertaken to beare the aduenture 
with you,whereof we ſhall intreat in the following Chapters. 

The perſons that are in a Ship may be thus inorder, which although chey differ in 
names in many languages, yet they are all one in effe&. The Mafterof the Ship, the 
Pilor,the Maſters mare,the Ship-wrightor Carpenter, the Boats-man, the Purſer, the 
Chirurgion, the Cooke, and the Ships boy. All the reſt are vader the name Marri- 
ners,all theſe are diſtinguiſhed in hires and fees in all Countries. OF 

The Maſter therefore doth covenant by the Charter: partic, to finde ha 
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' Pilot, andall other the foreſaid officers and Mariuers,and to provide 


| ter, or 
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| Shiptycht, Maſts, 
Sayles, Ropes," Tewes,; Anchors, Ship-boat ; with fire, water, ſalr, and all things ne- 


ceſſarte,at his owne expences. And this Charter-partie ſo made on the Maſters parr, 
doth corhmonly declare thar it is and all things therein contained, according to the 
Law of Oleron;; according towbich law,ifthere be no writing made,and bur an earneſt 
given, thenthe' Merchant if he repenr, loſeth his earneſt; but the Maſter if herepenr, 
toſerthedouble of the earneſt. 

Apaine, if the Ship be not readie at the day appointed inthe Charter-partie, to go 
to Seaxhie Merchantimay not onely free himſelte of her, except he ho!d his peace and 
difeharpe:her not (for-then by his ſilence he ſeemeth to conſent,) bur alſo ſhall reco- 
ger Tharges, intereſis,and damages,cxcept the Maſter ſhew ſome excuſe of ſome preg. 
nant occaſion or miſchance, which could notbe auoided, and then he loſeth onely his 
fraight,becauſe he hath nor deſerued it. Bur if the fault be in the Merchant, he ſhall 
pay the Maſter his damages, or according to the Rhodian Law, ſhall entertaine the 
Ship and Company ten daies, and if then hee ſtay longer ſhall pay the fraight of all 
accordingly ; and further ſhall anſwer for all hurt and damages happening by fire, wa- 

erwiſe afterthe time appointed. It is true, that the Rhodian Law chargeth 
the Merchant in this caſe bur with halfe the fraighr, and the Maſter with thewholc 
fraight ifhe faile : Albeit that the Romanes infli& the paine of the whole fraighr vp- 
on the Merchanr,cſpecially if he rake out his ownegoods again, for then is the traighr 
thoughttobedeferued. | 


Burtif rhe Ship in her voyage become vnable, without the Maſters fault, or that the 
Maſter or Ship be arreſted by $6 ap eur of ' Magiſtrates in her way; the Maſter 
may either mend his Ship, or fraight another. But in caſe the Merchant agree not 
thereunto,then the Maſter ſhall at leaſt recouer his fraight, ſo farre as he hath deſerucd 
it. For otherwiſe,eycept.the\ Merchant conſent, or neceffitie conſtraine the Maſter to 
put the goods'into anot > Ship worſe than his owne; the Maſter is herein bound ro 


all lofles and damages, except that both the ſhips periſh that voiage, and that no fault 
nor fraud be found inthe Maſter, 


- .Jatheyearo1587, the like.matterwas in queſtion with five Ships comming backe 


without:thcir lading,from Eigoraeand Civita Vecchia into England, wherof my ſelfe 
was.Qne of: che: Merchants/that had. fraighted them, and did intend'to receiue ladivg 
therein Allome:but the GalliesofiDo» Andrea Doria intending to ſurpriſe thoſe ſhips 


(the Grand Armadabeing preparing in Spaine)they came all ofrhem away without 


their lading', ſome twyoof theſe Ships bad lien our all their time conditioned by mel 
Charter«partie, to take in their lading,and the Mafter had Notatialfproteſtsagainth 
the FaQors that they ſhould hane laden them. Theſe were bythe Law of Admiral- 
tie adjudged rohaue deſerued their whole fraight. Two other ſhips having notftaicd 
there their abiding daies,nor made any proteſt as aforeſaid,could not be found to haue 
deſeryued any fraight atall,although they were laden outward bound. The fifth Ship 
had a-condition or Prouiſo in her Charter-partie, Thar if it ſhould happen that in her 
comming backe our of the Straits,ſhe ſhould berakenor caſt away ; neviertbelefle the 
fraight outwards (which was accounted halfe) ſhould bee paied, and that balfe was 
adjudged unto the Maſter, and no more, haning not tarried-there his appointed time. 
And if this prouiſo had'not beene, he could nor have recouered any thing ; for when 
Ships are fraighted going and comming, there is nothing due for'fraight vorill the | 
whole Voyage be performed, So thar if ſhe periſh,or betaken in the comming home, 
all is loſt and nothing due vnto her for any fraight outwards, whereof I haue alfo had 
experience by another Ship. E | 

Itis alſo accounted for a fault, if the Maſter put forth his ' Ship ro'Sea, either with- 
out a Skilfull Pilot, or without ſufficient furniture and neceſſaries, according to the 
ordinary clauſes of the Charter-parties, or (as in the precedcnr caſe) that the other 
Ship in which the goods were laſt pur in,be not ſufficient, or that the Maſter do 1nan 
vnlikely time put forth to Sea. .' : 
 'TheEmperors Gratian,T heodoſius,and F alcntinian, in times paſt did expreſly _ 

that 


a. 
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that no man ſhould aduenture vpon the Seas, from Nouemdertill Aprill, Sed Tempora 
mrutantur, & nos muamur in illis, Alwaies it is a great taultby the Lay, to putto ſayle 
out ofany Port in ftormic and tempeſtuous weather. 

tem,ita Maſter ſer forth his Ship for to take ina certaine charge or lading,and then 
rakes in any more, eſpecially of other men, he is to loſe all his whole traight , for by 
other mens lading he may endanger the Merchants goods diuerswates. And in ſuch 
a caſe when goods by ſtormes are caſt oner-boord, it ſhall not be made good by con- 
tribution or aucridge,but by the Maſters owne purſe : For 1t he overburthen the Ship 
aboue rhe true marke of lading,be 15 to pay a fine. 

Item,ifa (hip doc enter into any other Porr or Harbour, than ſhewas fraighted for, 
againſt the Matters will, as by torme or fame force, then the goods ſhall be tranſpor- 

redtothe Port conditioned, on the Maſters Charges ; but this mult be tried by the 
Maſters oath,and of two of his Mariners, or elſe the Maſter may be in further danger. 

If any man compel! the Maſter to over-burthen Ship or Boat, he may thetefore be 
accuſed criminally,and pay the damages happening thereby. 

Item, if a Merchant put in more goods into a Ship than was conditioned, then may 
the Maſter take what fraight hee pleaſe. By the Romane Law it is imputed for a fault 
tothe Maſter, if he dire& his courſe by waies either dangerous, thorough Pirats, ene- 
mies,or other euill aduentures. Alſo if hedo carry the Flag of other Nations and not 
his owne,and thereby incur any loſſe or damages : for as Packes, Pipes, and all goods, 


Aueridges 


ſhould be marked with the proper markes of the Merchant to whom they appertaine : . 


S0 ſhould Ships be diſcerned one from another by their owne Flag. 

The ordinary Charter-parties of fraightments of Ships, made and indented be- 
tweene the Maſter ofa Ship and a Mercbant,or many Merchants in fraightinga Ship 
together by rhe tunning, where euery Merchant takerh vpon him to lade ſo many 


Fraightings 


Tunnes in certainety: are made as followeth, Hntatis, Mutandrs, which is done before by runnage, 


Notaries or Scriuenors. ” 

 A.B. Maſter of the good Ship or Fly-boot,called the Red Lion of Rateliffe, of the 
Curthen of x 20 Tunnes or thereabouts, riding at Anchors in the Riuer os Thames, ac- 
knowledge to haue letten to fraight to C.D. the Merchant his ſaid Ship, anddoth 
promiſe to prepare to make ready the ſame within renne dates, totake in ſuch goods, 
as the ſaid Merchant ſhall lade or cauſe to bee laden in her, to make (by Gods grace) 
with the firſt conuenient weather and winde (after the expiration of the ſaid daies) a 
Voyage from the Citie of London,to the Towne of Saint Lucar de Baramedas in Spaine, 
andthereto deliner all the ſaid goods,well conditioned, and in ſuch fort as they were 
delivered vnto him,to ſuch a Merchant or Factor, as the Merchant the fraighter ſhall 
nominate and appoint, according to the Bills of lading made or to be made thereof ; 


and there to remaine with the ſaid Ship the ſpace of twentie daies, to take in and re-. 


cciue all ſuch goods, as the ſaid Faor or any other by his appointment ſhall Jade 1n- 
tO her, and as the ſaid Ship may conueniently carry, and beeing fo laden, to rerurne 
backe againe for the ſaid Citie of London, and there to deliuer the ſaid goods alſo 
well condirioned,tothe ſaid C.D, the Merchant, or his aſſfignes. And the ſaid Maſter 
doth further couenantwith the ſaid Merchanr, that his Ship ſhall bee furniſhed with 
twelue able men and a boy, tenne pieces of yron Ordnance, natnely, two Sakers, ſix 
Minions, two Falcons,and eight Muskets,with pouder, Short, and all things neceflary, 
as Cables, Sayles, Ropes, Anchors and Victuals requiſite for ſuch or the like Voyage, 
&c. And hereupon C.D. the Merchant and Fraightor, doth likewiſe couenant with 
the ſaid maſter, or all the ſaid merchants do couenant with him,euery one for his tun- 
nage as aforeſaid, that he or they and either of them, will lade orcauſe to be Jaden 
(within the daies limitcd)the faid Ship,with ſuch and ſuch commodities according- 
Iy, peſterable wares or goods excepted,which are goods of great volume and cumber- 

ſome, whereof no true compuration for tunnage can be had: ſothar rhe fraig ht of 

fuch kinde of gbods is made accordingly, 

. Andtheſaid Merchant doth further covenant to pay vnto the maſter,three pounds 

or more for the fraight of cuery Tunne lading vpon the full diſcharge of his ſaid Shi P, 
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and deliuery of the ſaid goods at London aforeſaid, accounting two and twentie hun- 
dreth anda haltfe, or ſo many Kintalls fora Tunne , and in like manner for two Pipes 
or Butts, foure Hogſheads and other Commodities, rated for the Tunne or Laſt, as 
foure Cheſts of Sugar, Six Barrels of any other Commoditie for a Tunne (as in the 
fourth Chapter of Weights and Meaſures 1s declared) with Primage, Petilodemi- 
nage,and ſomtimes Pilotage,according to the accuſtomed maner in the like Voiages, 
&c, binding themſelues each to other for the performance thereof in a ſumme of mo- 
ney, Nomine Pengwith ſuch other clauſes,conditions,cautions,or other agreements as 
may be concluded betweene them, which being well expreſſed, preuenteth all thoſe 


and the like queſtions, which the Ciuilians doe diſcourſe vpon, as the following may 
be for an inſtance. 


q Queſtions about Fraightings, and their Solutions. 


If a Ship be fraighted by the great, 2oſito two hundreth Tunnes for the ſumme of 
ſix handreth pounds, to be payed at the returne; the ſaid ſumme of 600 ® is to be 
payed,although the Ship were nor of that burthen. , 

If the like ſhip of 200 Tunnes bee fraighted, and the ſumme is not (either by the 
Great, or Tunne) expreſſed; then ſuch fraighrt as is accuſtomed to bee payed inthe 
like Voyages, is due,and ought to be paicd accordingly. 

If the like Ship of 200 Tunnes be fraighted by rhe Tunne, and full laden, accor. 


_ ding totheir Charter-partie: then fraight is to bee payed foreuery Tunne, otherwiſe 


but for ſo many Tunne as the lading in the ſame was. 


Tf thelike Ship of two hundreth be fraighted, and named to be ofthat burthen in 
their couenant, and being fraighted by the Tunne, ſhall be found tobe lefle in big- 
nefle,there is no moredue tobe payed, than by the Tunne, for ſo many as the ſame did 
carry and brought in goods. ' 

If the like Ship be fraighted for two hundred Tunnes or thereabouts, this addition 
(or thereabouts) is within fiue Tunnes commonly taken and vnderſtood, as the moitie 
of the number ten,whereof the whole number is compounded. 

If the like Ship be fraighted by the great, and the burden of it is not expreſſed 1n 
= contract, yet the ſumme certaine agreed vpon is to bee paied withour any cauil- 

ation, 

If fraight be agreed vpon for the Commodities laden or to be laden, for a certaine 
price for every Packe, Barrell, Butt, and Pipe,8c. without any regard had to the bur. 
den of the Ship, but to giue her the tull lading : no man maketh doubt bur that the 
ſame is tobe performed accordingly. 

If the like ſhip or any other (beeing fraighted by the great for a ſumme cer- 
caine) happen to be caſt away, there is nothing due for fraight : but if the Ship be frai- 
ted by the Tunne, or pieces of Commoditics laden and caſt away and ſome faucd, 
then is it made queſtionable, whether any fraight bedue for the goods ſaucd pro rate, 

rata there is none due at all: for the Aſſurors are not to be abridged herein by any 
raight, 

Hence ariſe ſome other queſtions, Exempli gratia, Whethera Maſter of a Ship (ha- 
uing vndertaken tocarrie ouera family, or certaine {laues,or cattel], and ſome of them 
dying in the Voyage) ſhall haue any fraught for thoſe perſons or catrell which are 
dead > whereupon three conſiderations are incident. 

x Ifthecontrat was made for the whole family,{laues,or cartell,then the fraight 
or paſſage money is due,and tobe paicd for all. | | 

2 If itbecouenanted, that for every head or paſſenger, the maſter ſhall haue a cer- 
taintie: then for the dead never comming to the deſtined place, there is nothing due. 

3 If it doe notappeare how the agreement was made, bur that there is acerraive 
ſaumme agreed vpon, then that agreement being an entire thing, is tobe performed, 
although ſome died :the reaſon is, becauſe there was no fault in the Maſter and there- 
forethe rule of Re intigra remaineth good: and if a woman bee carried ouer and be 


delivered - 
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delinered of a childe in the Voyage, yet there is nothing tobe paied for the paſſage of 
the childe which ſhe carrieth in her armes. | 

There is an ancient queſtion, Whether a Maſter of a (hipwho promiſed to place 
another in his ſhip,and to expoſe him in a certaine place,can demand any recompence 
for the ſame, hee neuer hauing placed the party there , but the partic came into the 
ſhip, and ſo went ouer : wherein they conſider the difference betweene liuing crea- 
rures and rational, or things dead and inſenfible z and diuers other reaſons which [ 
omit, for it may well be compared to the diſputation ds Lana Caprina, whether the 
haire of the Bucke be wooll or haire,which putteth me in minde of a pretty tale,which 
for varietie of theame, I here beſtow vpon merry conceited mariners, 

The Poets (hauing made Caron tobe the ferrie-man of hell, paſſing ouer the ſoules 
ofan infinite number of perſons of diuers profeſſions) faine, That on a time a Sophi. 
ſter was tobe tranſported, who tooke exception at Carevs Beard, and by a Sillogiſme 
would proue him tobe a Goart, framing his argument inthis manner, A Goat hath 
a Beard which is never kembed,and you haue a Beard which is tieuer kembed, exgo you 
area Goat:Carox anſwering, did wonder at his concluſion, and took vpon him to proue 
the Sophiſter tobee an Aſle, becauſe that of a compariſon he made an argument : for, 
faith he, if you had madea Sillogiſme in this maner, That which is Haile is no Snow, 
Haile is white, ergo Snow is not white, then there had beene ſome ſhew of Reaſon. But 
tell me what isan Aﬀe > andthe Sophifter anſwered, It was a liuing creature without 
Reaſon, and being demanded what Reaſon was, hee ſaid, It was to follow and vie the 
g00d, and to ſhun the euill: then Caron concluded vpon his owne words, and ſaid, 
Your owne words haue proued you an Afſe,wanting Reaſon; for you had no Reafon in 
the world, whereby you ſhould be guided to follow the good, which is vertue,but you 
haue followed euill, which is vice, which made you come hither toreciue the puniſh- 
ment of an Afſe, which (being incident ro moſt mariners comming on ſhoare) Iwiſh 
them to remember thankeſgiuing to God. 

| And toconclude concerning Fraightments and Charter-parties, let vs obſerue,that 
equitie inall things is to be conſidered,and eſpecially in ſea-fairing cauſes,and cauil- 
{ations are to be auoided,as for example, 

A Merchant fraighted a Ship with all his furniture by the moneth, and putteth in- 
co her the Maſter and Mariners, and victualled the ſame at his charges, and maketh a 
Charter-party with the owner, promiſing to pay for the vſe of the Ship and furniture 
twenty pound euery moneth at her returne into the riuer of Thames, and ſo ladeth 1n 
her for the Straits, and to goe from Port to Port in ſeuerall places with merchandiſe : 
and after two yeares, or thereabours, having taken her lading in Barbary, commeth 
for London, and by ſtorme and tempeſt the Ship was caft away neere Douer, and the 
goods were ſaued, hereupon the Merchant denied to pay the fraight monethly to be 
reckoned, becauſe the Ship did dot arriue inthe river of Thames, according to the 
words in the Charter-partie. Herein the owner was much wronged : for the money is 
duc monethly, and the place is named onely to ſignifie the timewhen the money was 
due tobe paied for the Ship deſerueth wages like vnto a labourer, or like a mariner 
which ſerueth by the moneth,who is to be paied for the time he hath ſerued,although 
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regarded, 


hedies before the Voyage be ended, as we finde daily that the Eaſt-Indies company 


payeth to their wiucs or friends, The labourer is worthy of his hire, The Ship is not fraigh- 
ted by the great, torun that aduenture which is noted before, neither was ſhe wanting 
her furniture of Cables, Anchors, Sailes,Ropes,or any thing whereby ſhe was diſabled 
to performe the Voyoge, and might be the cauſe of the caſting away : for if it were ſo, 
then there were great cauſe ginen todeny the payment of the fraight. Againe, where 
1t was alledged, that the ſaid owner hath made afſurance vpon the Ship, for more than 
the ſame was worth, and did thereby recouer of the Afſurors a benefit towards his loſe, 
this did not concerne the Merchant, but the Afſurors : and if the afſorance were order- 
| Ty made, the ſaid Afſurors haue paied the ſame duely, that is to ſay, It the pollicie or 
writing of aſſurance did declare, That the owner did value his Ship in ſuch a ſumme; 


whercof hereafter you may reade inthe proper place, intreating of the nature of Aſſu- 
PO rancess 
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rances, A Merchantvalued one barrell of Saffron at 1000 ®, hauing privately pur fo 
much in Gold in the ſ:me, the Gold was taken, but the Saffron was deliviered, and the 
Aſſurors did pay for the Gold. Andthe like is for Pearles or other things ſovalued. 

liem,when Cofters, Packes, or Pipes, and other marked Commodities or goods 
are deliuercd cloſe packed or ſealed, and afterwards ſhall be receiued open and looſe, 
the maſter is to be charged for 1t,vntill a duetriall, and thar conſideration thereof be 
had ; he muſt alſo anſwer for the harme which Rats doin the ſhip to any merchandiſe 
forwant of a Cat, 

The Merchant on the other ſide, is to be bound by the ſaid Charter-partie to pay 
the fraight of the goods by him laden, either by the Laſt, Tunne, or by the Packe and 
Fardel,according to the agreement ; accounting fora Laſt, Tunne, or other thing, af- 
ter the rateofa Tunne lading, wherein pefterable wares which take a great deale of 
roome are excepted,and muſt be agreed tor, and the goods laden are liable for the pai- 
ment of the iraight. The Merchant likewiſe doth couenant to pay Pilotapge, if a Pilor 
be vſcd to bring a ſhip into the harbor z alſo primage, and perilodmanidge tothe Ma- 
ſer for the vie of his Cables to diſcharge the goods, and to the mariners to charge and 
diſcharge them, which may be ſix pence or twelue pence for a Tunne lading, with 
ſome other clauſes and agreements made betweene the ſaid Merchant and Maſter : 
wherein it is not amiſſe to limit a good ſumme of money on either ſide to be paid for 
their performance of the Charter-partie, and tocouenant the ſame by the ſaid Char- 
ter-partic, whereof I doe here preſcribebut one forme, conſidering the diuerſities of 
conditions therein vſed,as the Merchant and Maſter can agree,which cuery Scriuenor 
doth vſually make accordingly, as inthis Chapter is rehearſed, 
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Of the Maſter of the Ship his power, and dutieof the 
Maſter to the Merchant. 


KGR8 HE whole power and charge of the Shipbeing committed to the 
any Maſter,requireth a ſtaid man and of experience,whereunto the ow- 
[x S>, ners are to take great heed, for his power is deſcribed partly by the 
=} owner or ſetter forth of the Ship, and partly by the Common-law 
Pee&, Of the ſea, by meanes and vertue whereof the Maſtar may, if need 
>) -be, borrow money in a ſtrange countrey, with the aduice of his 
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LEA company, vpon ſome of the tackle or furniture of the ſhip, or elſe 
ſell ſome of the Merchants goods, prouided that the Merchant be repaied againe at 
the higheſt price that the like goods are ſold for at the market : which being done,the 
fraight of thoſe goods fo ſold and repaied, ſhall be alſo repaicd by the Maſter to the 
Owner of the. Ship,aſivellas the fraight of the reſt of the Merchants goods, except the 
Ship periſh in the Voyage, in this caſe onely the price that the goods were bought for 
ſhall * rendred, and for noother cauſe may the Maſter take vp money, or ſell any of 
the Merchants goods,although it were in the danger of ſhip-wrecke. 

Such is the dutie of a Maſter of a Ship rhar is prouident, that he ought not to make 
ſaile and pur forth to ſea, without the aduiceand conſent of the moſt part of his com - 
pany, eſpecially when the weather is ftormie, otherwiſe hee ſhall anſwer rhe damages 


that commeth thereby ; principally ifhe haue not prouided an expert Pilot, or if the 
Ship happen tofallouer in the <= in | _ | 
The 
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The Maſter (hall be puniſhed alſo by damages, if the ouerloope of the Ship bee 
vatyth, or the pumpe be faulric, or a ſufficient covering bee wanting, eſpecially for 
Corne, Victuall,and ſuch like commodities. | 

He isalſo before his departure todeliuer the names of all the perſons which he is 
to tranſport, and of his mariners,which with vs 1s but lately eſtabliſhed : and at his re- 
turne he is to deliuer a true Inueritory of the goods of ally perſons which ſhall happen 
trodepart this life in that Voyage,not onely becauſe his kindred and friends may haue 
intelligence of it,but alſo becauſe their goods may be ſafe and forthcomming for one 
whole yeare: of which goods inthe meane time, the bedding and appurtenances may 
be taken by the Maſte: and his Marte to their vſes, as alſo ſuch clothing and other 
things than vpon his body,may be dilivered to the Boats-man and the company, who 
do for that diſpoſe of the dead body,putting the lame 1nto the ſea, 

When any goods or merchandiſes are deligered vnto the Maſter, or his Clearke 
the Purſer of the Ship,and laid within boord,or to the Ships fide, both waies, is at the 
Maſters perill. Bur the Maſter is not bound to anſwer for ſuch things as are put in 
his Ship,withqur his and his companies knowledge ; becauſe wheremenatetC 
norant,they arealſo eſteemed nor to conſent. But if the Merchant or Paſſenger 
his goods by himſelfe, as monies or ſach things, in his Coffers,and then finde 


haue loſt them : chenthe Maſter and Company are to purge themſelues by thei! 
but ifafterwards notwithſtanding they be foynd guiltie, the denier ſhallpaythe 

ble,and alſo be puniſhed for perjurie. __., TE Pra 
The Maſter is lyable forall damages ſuſtained by bad Hookes, Ropes, Blockes, or 
Lines,ifche Mariners dogiue notice of it, and they ſhall beare their parts inthe da- 
mage, and ſo is he alſo to anſwer any damage happening by urea ftawing or 

breaking of goods, and therein he and his company may be put totheir oath. : - © 
Further, whatſoever ſhal happen through fault,negligence,or Fane WRIGHMIgUt 
fe and his company; 


you 


beauoided, or if it be doneby the paſſengers or other thanhimſe 
the Maſter is anſwerable. E ae 1 LOLTOCTII NE IBS Til 
If by the Maſters default, confiſcation of goods or other damages happens for 
non- payment of Cuſtome, or falſe Bills of entries in the Cuſtome-houle for goods, 
or for tranſporting of ynlawfall goods, the Maſter ſhall anfwer for the ſamewiththe 
intereſt. INTE 
But concerning the ſuing for the ſaid goods, the Maſter may well do it,as the Mer- 


chant may purſue for ſpoyled goods. And notwithſtanding if it ſhall be found that 
the Merchant is in any fault concerning the goods, as aforeſaid ; then if the Maſter; 


and foure of his company, Mariners, ſweare no fauls to haye been in them, the Maſter 
ſhall be cleared thereby. Conga or nag ion gig du md att a 7 
The Maſter is to keep his company in peace, and if any Mariner ſhall be tiutin 
doing ſeruice, or by his companion,the Maſterfhall cauſe him zo be healed,as he who 
iS onely anſwerable for the fa& within ſhipboord , audrhen by his authoritie recoper 
from the other Mariner the charges, and any thing that the hurt manhath loſt there- 
by þoxcept that he who is hurt or lamed , have prouoked the other by euident aſfayle 
Or Rtroakes. | _ i7's tad eines 1 
And if a Mariner fall ſicke, the Maſter ſhalleauſe him robe aid ina houſe, withall 
ſuſtentation neceſſarie and vſuall in the Ship gbut ſhall not ſlay .the Ship vnrill hee be 
healed : and when he recouers health ſhall give him his hyxe,or if he dyeſhall glue it 
tothe wife, or necreſt friends. Bur if a Mariner be not hurx in the Ships feruice, the 
Maſter ſhall byre another in his place,who if hee baue a greater hyre , thar Mariner 
then ſhall recouer the ſurplus., ' Andalwaies the Maſter, ought to lend his mariners if 
they wanc.. If through the maſters fault rhe ;Shipboat periſh, with any mariners-inic, 
by ſpoyled Ropes or otherwiſe, then ſhall the maſter pay,one whole yeares bire to the 
heires of the drowned. oo oo rmooogy Ate RES COOTETISN 
Ttem,he ought to giue his mariners Fleſh vpon Sunday, Tuefday,and Thur{day,and 
aa other daies Fiſh or ſuch like, with ſufficient drinke:z bur no meat to them that 
epenot in the Ship, Neuerthelefle the qualitie aud quantitiegt maxiners t« aan 
tandeonts 32 kn etgonely 3p) 7 It 
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hires gocth diuerſly, according to the divers Cuſtomes of Countries, and the condi- 
tions made with them at the entring of the Voyage, whereof remembrance is to be 
kept toauoid diſcords,which are more dangerous on the Seas than on Land. 


PER AEMATRAEMALELARMMMERMETY 
TRE TRP WIND CENA DI EITRAENENETS fENETEITE 


Cruar,. XXIII. 
Of the Dutiegand Priziledges of Mariners, 


Ccording to the Law of Oleroz, Mariners owe all due obedience 
tothe maſter,not onely in flying from him in his wrath,ſo farce as 

- ' they can, butalſo in ſuffering , yet may they after one ſiroke de- 
- fend themſelues. 

 Incafeof rebellionof mariners againſt their maſter, which 1s 
thought thenrobe done, when the maſter hath thrice lifted the 
& Towell from before any mariner, and yer hee ſubmits not him- 
25030! - ſelfe : then may he not onely be commanded forth of the Shipat 
the firft-land,butalſoif he make open ftrife and debate againſi the maſter,he ſhall loſe 
his talfebirewithall the goods he hath within ſhipboord., 1 
Bur if inthis firifea marinervſeth any armour or weapons, then ſhould the reſi of 
the matiners bind him, impriſon him,and preſent him tothe Iuſtice : ſo that if any re- 
fuſetoaſſiſt, he hall loſe his hire and all things elſe he bach within Ship-boord. Yea, 
in caſe any number of the mariners would conſpire,and force the maſter to paſle to any 
otherPort than tothe which he was fraighted, they may be accuſed criminally and 
puniſhed,as for a capitall crime. 

-- Andyer ifa rebellious mariner repent in time, and offer amends for a ſimple rebel- 
lion, and the maſter notwithſtanding refuſe, he may follow the Ship and obraine his 


hire, 
Mariners ought'each one to helpe and aſſiſt others on the Seas, orel{e he that retu- 

ſeth loſeth his hire, and the oath of his fellowes ſhall be a proofe againſt him, 
[Mariners ina ſtrange Port, ſhould not leaue the Ship without the maſters licence, 
Or upging her with foure ropes, or elſe the loffe falls vpon them. They are alſoto at- 
tendthe Shipvncill ſhe be diſcharged and ballaſted new,and the Tackle taken downe. 
And if a mariner during the time of her diſcharge and lading, labour not with the 
reſt of the company,but goerh idle, and abſents himſelfe, he ſhall pay a fine to thereſt 
of the company pro rata. In a ſtrange countrey, the one halfe of the company at the 
leaft, ought toremaine on ſhipboord, and the reſt who go on land ſhould keepe {obri- 
etic and abſtaine from ſuſpe&ed places,or elſe ſhould be puniſhed in body and purſe: 
like as hewho abſents himſelfe when the Ship is ready to ſayle, yea if hee giue out 
himſelfe worthier than he is in his calling,he ſhall loſe his hire, balfe tothe Admirall, 
and the other halfe tothe maſter. But this eſpecially ought robe executedagainſt an 
vaworthy Pilot. The mariner alſo forfeits his bire;1f the Ship breake in any part,and 

he helpe notwith all his diligence to ſauethe goods. 
If it chance otherwiſe thanwell with the maſter; the maritiers are then holden to 


bring backe the Ship to the Port, from whence ſhee was fraighted, without delay, ex- 
cept it be otherwiſe prouided. | fi 


Amglag may Carry as much meat out of the Ship, as hee may eat ara meale, but 
nodrinke, 


A mariner may keepecither his portage in his owne hands, or pur forth the ſame 
for fraight, andyer the Ship ſhall nor ſtay vpon the lading of his portage: ſo that in | 


caſe 
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caſe the Ship be fully laden before the goods for his portage be brought in, hee ſhall 
onely haue the fraighr of ſo much goods. Fr 

[fa S hip paſſe further than the Mariner was hired, his hire ſhould be accordingly 
auzmented,cxcept he be hired 4 Mareages,mars n0n a deniers,as the French-man (peakes; 
or by the moneth for all the yeare. 

Ifa mariner runne away with his hire vndeſerued, he deſerues the Gallowes. 

If a mariner be hired for a ſimple mariner, and afterwards in the Voyage findes hi- 
ring,tobe a Pilotor a Maſter, he may paſſe, reſtoring his former hire , and ſo it is ifhe 
marrie. 

Mariners are not onely to diſcharge and deliver goods out of the Ship, butalſo if 
no Porters nor Carriers be in thoſe parts, to carry the ſame themſelues for ſuch hire as 
other workemen ſhould hauc had therefore. = 

If it happena Ship to be priſed for debt,or otherwiſe to be forfeited, yet the mari- 
ners hire is tobe paied,and it ſhe proſper, to receiue their pay in the ſame money thar 
the fraight is paied with. | 5 | 

Laſtly,a mariner ſhould neither be arreſted,nor taken forth of a ſhip making ready 
to ſayle, forany debt,but only his hire and as much other goods as he hath in the Ship 
may bearreſted for it,according to the value of the debr,and the maſter tobe anſiwera- 
ble for all , becauſe the Ship is compared to a mans dwelling houſe, which is his ſure 
np by the Law, except it be fora {worne debt, or a penaltie to the King through 

OMe crime; 


SOFELLLELOALCS SAO SOSHAILNES 
Guar XXITET, 


Of the Office of Aſſurances, and the eAncient 
( »ſtome of the ſame. 


AO. M0Þ Laydins Ceſar, the fifth Romane Emperour, by ſucceſſionaf gouern- 
TNz2 ment from /-liwe Ceſar,who was before the Birth of our Sauiour _ 
T/2/e) Chriſt,(borne vader A»2»ſtwe) and the firſt perſecutions of Chri- Suetoniwa, = 
N< x ſtians was vnder Tiberizs, and the ſecond (morecruell) vader Cat;- 
TSS FT 2ula, whom Claudius did immediately ſucceed, Þ  _ 
: NE This Claxdiue did bring inthis moſt laudable Cuſtome of Af- 
RS EGarer's lurances, whereby the danger and aduenture of goods is diuided, 
REDIF, anc borne by many perſons, conſenting, and agreed vpon betweene them, 
what parteuery man will bee contented to aſſure, make good and pay if any lofle or 
caſualtic ſhould happen tothe goods aduentured, orto be madeaduentured at the 
| Seas,as alſoby Land to the end that merchants might enlarge and augment. their 

Trafficke and Commerce, and not aduenture all in one Bottome to their loſle and 
ouerthrow,but that the ſame might be reparted andanſwered for by many. __ 

This Cuftome comming tothe knowledge of the inhabitants of Oleron was re- 
' Corded and by them ſet downe for a Law,and practiſed to be obſerued through all the 
Sea-coaſt Townes of France, and yetwas firft vſed in England, and after vs imitated 
by the Antuerpians, and all other Nations there inhabiting whenthat Citiedid flou- 
riſh. And whereas here in London,the meeting amongſt merchants was in Lombard- Lombard: 
ſtreet in London,as aforeſaid (fo called, becauſe cerraine Iralians out of Lombardie the Srchacas 
kept there a Pawne-houſe or Lombard,long before the Royall Exchange was builded' of Merchants, 
by Sir Thomas Greſham knight) all the polices or writings of Aſſurances which then 
were,andnow yet are made,do make mention, That it ſhall be inall chings _— : 
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the ſaid Aſſurances, as was accuſtomed to be done in Lombard-Street in London, 
which is imitated alſo in other plages of the Low-countries, Theſe Aſſurances are 
made in the\ſaid Office in the Weſt end of the ſaid Royall Exchange in London, 
which are of ſeuerall natures,as followeth,and at divers and ſeuecrall rates. The Com- 
miſſioners for the ſaid Aſſurances are choſen yearely (or at the leaſt ſome of them) in 
the beginning of euery yeare; And atRoan,at the timewhen the merchants of all Na- 
tions chuſe their Prior and Conſulls, The chiefe authoritie with vs doth reſt in the 
Lord Maior of London,confirmed by an Aot Parliament 1n the later time of Queen 
Elizabeth (as you may vnderſtand by the manner of procecdings for Aſſurances) for - 
the obtaining whereof, I haue ſundry times attended the committees of the ſaid Par- 
liament,by whoſe meanes the ſame wasenaQed, not without ſome difficultie;becauſe 
there was many ſuits in Law by aCtionof Aſſumpſit before that time, vpon matters 
determined by the Commiſſioners for Afſurances,who for want of power and authori. 
rie could not compell contentious perſons to performe their ordinances; and the par- 
tie dying,the Aſſumpſit was accounted to be void in law. 


The zature of Aſſurances, 


T He nature of Aſſurances are either vpon goods laden or to be laden outwards in 
ſucha ſhip,bound from ſuch a place to ſuch a place. As for example, from Lon- 
don to Saint Lucar vpon Perpetuanoes or Corne, vntill it be laid on ſhoare at Siuill, 
which aduenture isas well in the ſmall ſhips, lighters,or boats, whereby it is carried 
vpto the Citic of Siuill vntill landing ot it,as, it was in the ſhip whereby the ſaid Per- 
petuanoes or Corne was tranſported from London to Saint Lucarzand any damage ei- 
ther torally or in part, is to be anſivered by the Afſurors accordingly, and pro rata that 
euery man hath ſubſcribed inthe policie or writing of Afſurance,as by the ſaid Com- 
miſlioners for Aſſurances ſhall be ſet downe. 

Other Aſſurances are made vpon goods laden or to be laden homewards in ſuch a 
ſhip vnder ſuch a marke,the maſters name, and any other circumſtances whereby the 
faid goods or Commodities may be knowne to be ſame that areaſſured ; as laden, or 
t be laden,by ſuch a man, in ſuch a place, about ſucha time, 8c. which if itbe in any 
ſhip that was fraighted outwards, may be better ſpecified, or it it beby letters of ad- 
uice,it may bedeſcribed accordingly, which aduenture may alſo run from the time 
that the ſaid goods (poſiro oyles of Vtrera) were laden into any Veſſel, Lighter, or 
Boat, tocome downe the riuer to Saint Lucar tobe laden in ſucha Ship, orany Ship 
(neither naming the ſhipnor maſter) vnto the citie of London, and the ſaid Qyles 
there laied on land, But to declare that the Pipes are marked with ſuch a marke, to 
be laden by ſuch a man, doth much ſirengrhen the ſaid Aſſurance, to auoid cauillati- 
ons,doubts,or controuerſies., 

Other Aſſurances are made vpon goods laden in a ſhip for a certaine place, which 
ſhip is fraighted going and comming ; as for Turkie, or any places in the Mediterra- 
nean ſea, bound to goe into ſeuerall Ports todiſcharge part of the lading inone place, 
and the reſt in another place; and then to lade againe homewards in ſuch another 
place : andallthis Aflurance is one entire Afſurance,vntill the ſhip be returned home, 
and the goods ſafely receiued one land. | 

Other Aſſurances are made vpon goods to be ſent or laden from one place to ano- 
ther, and vpon thereturne of the pronenue thereof, as from Lixborne to Brafile, and 
backe againe to Lixborne;or from Saint Lucar to the Weſt-Indies, Santo Domingo, 
Perou,or any other places,and ſobacke againe ; or from Portugall tothe Eaſt-Indies, 
and inlike manner to Lixborne againe. All which Aſſurances are very dangerous, 
becauſe a man cannot haue aduice when the voyages are performed ; and it hath fal- 

len out, that the Afſurors haue borne two aduentures for one, the ſhip making two 
Voyages vaknowne tothe Afſſurors,dwelling in remore places. 
Other Aſſurances are made vponthe Shipor Ships Tackle, Furniture,and Keele of 
the Ships,fo called becauſe all is ro be bound tothe Afſurors, and likewiſe the Aſſu- 


ors 
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rors are liable and bound to anſwer for the whole Ship, as alſo for Cables, Anchors, 
and any Furniture, or part of the ſame, which 1s alſo dangerous and much ſubje& ro 
Aueridges and other caſualties, eſpecially it it bevpona Ship that cannot drinke of 
all waters, whereunto diuers men may lay claime ; or tor ſome aG& perpetrated by her 
in times paſt, whereby the ſame may be called in queſtion, which is the cauſe that the 
price of Aſſurance ypon Ships is almoft double. 

Other Aſlurances are made vpon goods and merchandiſes ſentby land from one 
place to another, by the Conductors or Carriers to Venice, Frankford, or any other 
places,wherein the goods commonly are declared, and the marke alſo: and this man- 


ner of Aſſurance is eſpecially performed by the Conductors, who take for the charges - 


acertaine allowance for euery pound weight that the goods doweigh, and moreouer, 
2, 3, Or 4 vpon the hundreth pounds 1n value that the ſaid goods are eſteemed to bee 
worth : and he doth appoint a {ufficient gard of ſouldiers to conuey the ſame by land 
and rivers to the places intended, which neuerthelefſe by a ſtronger power haue many 
times beene taken by the Freebooters. 

Other Aſſurances are made vpon the lines of men, for divers reſpe&s, ſome becauſe 
their eſtate is meerely for terme of life, and if they baue children or friends to leaue 
{ome part of their eſtate vnto, they value their life at fo many hundreth pounds, for 
one or more yeares, and cauſe that value to be aſſured at fiue, fix, tenne or more for 
euery hundreth pounds, and it he doe depart this life within that time, the Afſſurors 
pay the money, as it happened of late, that one being ingaged tor Sir Richard Mar- 
tin Knight, Maſter of the Mint, cauſed 300 & to bee aſſured vpon the life of the ſaid 
vir Richard, being ſome ninetie yeares of age, and therefore gaue twenticand five pro 
centum to the Afſurors ; The ancient Knight died within the yeare, and the ſaid Aſſu- 
tors did pay the money. Alſo one maſter Xiddermaſter having bought anoffice of the 
ſix Clerkes of the Chancery, and taken vp money of others, cauſed for their Aſſu- 
rance for many yeares together two thouſand pound to be aſſured vpon his life after 
_ and fine inthe hundreth, vntill he had payed that money ; which is very commo- 

tous, 

Likewiſe atraueller vndertaking a Voyage to Ieruſalem or Babylon, delivering 
out money payable at his returne, will prouidently aſſure a ſumme of money vpon his 
life, either to ſecure ſome men that do furniſh him with money to pertorme his Voy . 
B80, and to put forth the greater ſumme, or to leaue ſome meanes vnto his friends, 
it be ſhould die & neuer return, So that this office is moſt neceſſary in all humane aQti- 
ns, and men cannot inuent or imagine any thing, but the value of it may be aſſured, 
as you may judge by the former examples. And herein muſt be noted, that Affurors 
are very fitly compared vnto Orphans, becauſe they may endure much wrong, but can- 
notcommit any z for they are to bee ordered and commanded by the Commithoners 
ſentence, and muſt performe the ſame ; to which end the Lord Maior of London (for 
the time being) hath authoritie to commit them topriſon, if incaſe they do not ſatit- 
fiethe ſame withina time limited vntill they doe it. FN 00 

Other Aſſurances are made,and theſe are the moſt dangerous of all, becauſe they are 
made vpon ſhips and goods, loſt or not loſt ;, which is nor onely in regard that a ſhip 
knowne to be departed, doth not arrive in many moneths afterto the appointed place 
of diſcharge : butalſo if any newes doe come that the ſhip and goods is caſt away, ne- 
uertheleſſe if the Aſſurance bee made with the words (loſt or not loſt) the Affurors 
beare theaduenture of ir, valeſſe it can be proued that the party who cauſed the Aſſu- 
rance to be made,did ſee the ſhipwhen it was caſt away,in this caſe it is a fraud : as the 
fraudulent dealing of him thar had arotten ſhip,and cauſed Afurance to be madevp- 
on her,and cauſed the ſame to periſh or ſinke at the ſeas, to make the Aſſurors to pay 
forhis rotten ſhip which could not be ſold by him. 

In the caſe of Aſſurances of loſt or not loſt, I remember that: in the yeare 1583, 
there was arich Carracke called the Saint Peter, (comming from the Eaft- Indies for 
Lixborne) miſlingalong time, and there was Affurance made vpon herin Antuerpe, 
Roan,and other places,at zo pro centum, Vithin three yeares aſter, there came = " id 
Rs 2 | | arrguE 
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Prices of Aflu- 
rances, 


arrive at Lixborne a ſmaller ſhip richly laden, which was made of the other ſhi 
which was caſt or ſhoare in a certaine Ifland,and thereupon certaine controuerſies did 
ariſe betweene the owners of the goods and the Afſurors,as alſo the Maſter and Mari- 
ners. At laſt it was adjudged at Lixborne by the ſea-Law, That the Maſter and Mari- 
ners ſhould have one third part, and thatthe Aflurors ſhould come in for ſo much as 
they had pro rata aſſured,all charges deducted ; the ſhip to be the owners of the former 
Carracke: with the like conſideration as aforeſaid. | 

Concerning the price of Aſſurances or Premio (as the Spaniards call it) it is diffe- 
ring in all places,accordipg ro the {cituation of the place, and the times either of war 
or peace, or danger of Pirats, men of warre, or rockes, and vnacceſhible places, ſeaſons 
of the yeare and ſuch like : and the ſaid Premio was never lefle than at this time, for 
Aſſurances are made for Middleborough and Amſterdam at 3 pro centur,the like from 
Londonto Roan and Diepe, Edenborough in Scotland, and Hamborough in Eaſ- 
land :and from London to Bourdeaux and Rochel), Lubecke, Denmarke, 4 vpon the 
hundreth: as alſo for Barbarie, for Lixborne, Biſcay, Ireland, Danſicke,Riga,Reuell and 
Sweaden,5 in the hundrerh : S1uill, Gibraltar, Maliga,and the Iſlands, 6 and 7: for Li- 
gorne, Ciuira Vecchia, 8 and 9 : Venice 10: VWardhouſe 9g, Ruſſia, 9, Santo Domin- 


2011 and 12 :and for the Eaſt-Indies 15 , nay both for going and comming hath bin 
made at 20 pro centum, 
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Of policies of Aſſurances, and the ſubſtance of them, 
and of Contributions. 
P2226 hauc parrly touched what a policie or writing of Aſſurance 1s,by 
©/{s> the nature of Aſſurances aforeſaid, and the dangers and aduentures 
&//24 whereunto the Aſſurors are ſubje&. But now we areto expreſle 
dM V)/-5, them vpon the very words contained in all or moſt policies of Af- 
IK Q} ſurances,namely, 

YT a Of the Seas, men of Warre, Fire, Enemies,Pirats, Rouers, Thecus, Itt- 
TEA UW ons, Letters of Mart and Couenants, Arreſt, Reſtraints and Detaine- 
ments of Kings and Princes,and of allother perſons,Barratrie of the Maſter and Mariners,and 

of all other Perils, Loſſes and Mufortunes whatſoeuer they be, and howſoener they ſhall happen or 
comeyo the hurt and dttriment ofthe Goods and Merchandiſes,or any part or parcell thereof, ec. 

Firſt, the Policic of Aſſurance ſaith, That ſuch a man (of what nation or quality 
ſocuer hee be) cauſcd himſelfe to bee aſſured from ſuch a place to ſuch a place, vpon 
goods,or,&c. laden or to be laden, in the good Ship called the Dragon, or,&c. of the 
burthen of ſo many Tunnes, whereof A.B. is Maſter for ſuch a Voyage, and to beare 
the aduentures aboueſaid. If the perſon whoſe name is vicd in the Aſſurance, bee in 
time of warre taken to be no friend to the State,there is a danger to pay the ſaid Aſſu- 
rance ; if (after the ſubſcription of the Aſſurour) the goods ſhould be arreſted and be 
made forfeited to anſwer the ſame to the Prince, albeit rhis was by the late Queene 

Elizabeth contradicted in the point of honour, as it pleaſed her of a Royall and Noble 

diſpoſition to ſay ina caſe concerning the Portugals, ſubje&s to her jaduerſarie, Phi. 

{ip the ſecond King of Spaine. For in the yeare 1589, a great ſhip being raken by cer- 

taine men of warre of London, and brought into Plimmouth laden 'with Pepper, Su- 

gar, and other commodities at Lixborne, to bee delivered at Venice, it pleaſed the 

Lords of her Highnefſe moſt hanourable priuje Councell to.deliver vnto we all rhe 
h . | ets, 
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Letters, Bills of lading, and Innoyces which were found inthe {aid Ship (being writ- 


ren in fix or ſeuen ſenerall languages, to the end I ſhould make truere port of thecon-. 


tents of them, to know to whom properly the ſaid goods did appertaine : in doing 
whereof I found that a great part ot the ſaid goods did belong to the Venetians, as 
alſo to the Florentines,with whom the ſaid Queene had no quarrel], but that che ſaid 
200ds were aſſured at Lixborne by the Portugall Merchants, Hereupon'there was a 
pretence to make them good prize, and the matter was long debated, and at laft refol- 


ed that the parties ſhould hane reſtitution of their good s,the rather for that the Por- :- 1s 


 rugalls were great loſers many waies :which was done accordingly. 

The lofles which ordinarily, according to the ſeafons of the yeare happen vpon 
the Seas arevnknowne : the like is, more or lefſe, with men of warre, Enemies, Pirats, 
Rovers, and Theeues, eſpecially with men of warre in times of hoſtilicte (as it is in 
times of peace by Pirats, Rovers, or Theeues) which are aflailing theeues : for other. 
wile if there be theeues on ſhipboord within themſelues, the maſter of rhe Ship is to 
anſiver for that, and to make it good, ſo that the aſſurors are not tobe charged with 
any ſuch loſſe , which ſometimes is not obſerued. As fraudulent affurances and the 
lofle of ſtolne goods within ſhipboord, doth not concerne the aflurors : ſo likewiſe 
the fault of the Pilot is to be conſidered on their behalfe,by the Lawes of O/erop, after 
that the Pilot hath brought the Ship in ſure harbour, he 1s no further bound or lyable : 
for then the Maſter is to ſee to het bed and her lying, and beare all the reſt of her bur- 
then, Charge, and danger. So that if before ſhe come intothe Port or ſome ſafetic, 
either ſhee or goods periſh or be ſpoiled, the Pilot makes good the ſame ; yea, if his 
fault or ignorance bee ſo groſſe, that the company ſees any manifeſt and preſent 
wracke to all thereby, then may they leade him to the Hatches and firike oft his head, 

Moreouer,if without apparant danger, ſome of the skilfulleſt Mariners deeme that 
a Pilot is not ſo skilfull,as he maketh boaſt or profeſſion of, then ſhall he both loſe his 
hire, and double the ſame tothe Admirall and Maſter, or elſe (by the Law of Den- 
marke) paſſe thrice vnder the Ships Keele. And alfo if a Pilot hired for a Voyage be 
not ready againſt the day, he ſhall not onely pay the Maſter and Merchants damage 
or ſtay ; but alſo the fraight thar is loſt thereby, except fickenefle or ſome very law- 
tull excuſe qualifie the ſame, 

The like conſideration muſt be had in the contribution made to ſatisfie Pirats;for if 
ſhip or goods be redeemed from a Pirat,the contribution muſt be paied by al,becauſe 
the redemption is made for the ſafety of all. Bur if the Pirat be once Malter of all, 
and yet take but ſome ſpeciall goods, wherher from Ship or Merchant, and nor as a 
contentation for ſparing of the reſt : in this caſe becauſe the remainder is not aſſured 
thereby bur freely ſpared,no contribution is tobe made for the taken goods, to charge 
any Afuror with any part thereof, For oftentimes Pirats take but things at pleaſure 
and notofminde to ſpoile. But now adaies commonly it is takenarid ſuppoſed other- 
wiſe, howbeir beyond the Seas the loſer of the goods ſo taken, beareth his owne lofle 
vnleſſe it be aſſured. It was ſo judged by a packe of Stockings taken (out of a Ship 
of Amſterdam bound for Sanlucar) by the Moores of Barbarie,inthe yeare 158g, and 
the Aſſurors paicdaccordingly, who had aſſured onely vpon that Packe: whereas if it 
had becene caſt into an Aueridge to makeall the Aſſurors of that ſhip contriburarie, 
the ſaid Afſurors had beene much caſed. And it is therefore to be obſerued, and the 
Law of 0leron is, If by the loſing of any caſt goods, or vpon any needfull occaſion the 
remaining goods be ſpoiled,cither with wet or otherwiſe,a contribution ſhall be made 
proportionable for ſo much as they are made worſe. frea$ 3, =. 

Againe if it bee needfull ro lighten a Ship, for her eaſier entry into the harbour or 
channell, two parts of the lofſe fail vpon the goods, and the third part vpon the Ship, 
valeſte the Ship is more worth than the lading, and that the charge of goods bee not 
the cauſe of her inabilitie to enter, but ſome bad qualitie proceeding of the Ship ir 
ſelfe, or that otherwaies it bee prouided in the Charter-party, that the goods ſhall 


be fall y deliuered at the Port couenanted ancbappointed for them. Condition pies 
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Law,which concerneth the Afſurors alſoto looke vnto, In which caſe it is alſo tobe 
obſerued, That if by occaſion of lightening,the goods which are inthe Boar or Ligh- 
ter periſh, the Ship and the goods remaining on ſhipboord ſhall make good the ſaid 
lofls. But on the contrary, if the Ship and goods remaining periſh, after the Lighter 
is once ſafe, no contribution ſhall be ſet vpon the goods in the Lighter, becauſe it is a 
certaine rule, That goods are liable onely tocontribution, when ſhip and goods come 
| ſafe tothe Port, 
Contribution = Tte-,contribution ſhould be for the Pilots fee, that hath brought the Ship into an 
for Pilots. ynknowne Port for ber ſafegard,as alſo toraiſe her off ground, when the fault is not in 
the Maſter. 
So is it whentwo Ships ruſh and croſle one over another, and the company ſweare, 
that it lay not in their power to ſtay the ſame, contribution muſt be made for the re- 
 paration of both their loſſes ; but nor ſo it one of them periſh, forwhich,an Aion 
may bee brought againſt the negligent Maſter or Mariner, who did make her looſe. 
And therefore, if {uch a chance doe happen in the day time by a Ship vnder {ayle, a- 
gainſt a Ship riding at Anchor;then the Maſter of that ſayling Ship, ſhall make good 
the damage and hurt of the other, to the vttermoſt : and rhe like ſhall be done, if in the 
_ riding Ship doe put forth fire and light, or make any crying to forewarne 
the other, ; 
Italſoappertaineth to this Argument ; If ſome ſort of goods, as Salt, or Corne, be 
laid on heape by diuers parteners in one Ship, without diſtin&ion, and that the Ma- 
ſterdeliuer to any of them their due meaſure, and before the reſt receiue their mea- 
Firſt come, ſures, the remaining Saltor Corne waſhes or loſes ; he that had the hap to be firſt ſer. 
ſcſeſerue® = yed, enjoyes it fully without any contribution to the parteners : becauſe when theſe 
goods were put into the Ship, it was delivered to the Maſter,7 avquam: in creditum, and 
ſo he is become owner, as of money lent, which men are not bound to redeliver in the 
ſelfe ſame pieces, but in value or ſuch like coyne, except there be ſome condition 
Paſt to the contrary, And albeit this is not to be imputed vnto the Maſter as a faulr, 
yet it he that receiueth a loſe thereby, will bring inthis asan Averidge,and charge 
the aſſurors with contribution, it is vnjuſt, for the reaſon aforeſaid zand the Maſter 
muſt of neceflitie deliuer toone man before another. And therefore in the next Chap- 
ter wee will ſet downe the manner of execution for contributions, otherwiſe called 
Aneridges. | 
Letters of Concerning the danger and aduenture of Letters of Mart, or Contremart, 5c jw 
Mart, Repriſaliarum, ox Letters of Marque, euery one knoweth that men having theſe Com- 
miſfions or Letters from their Prince, are very vigilant inall places to ſurpriſe Mer- 
chants Ships and goods, for inthis, one extremitie doth enforce another extremitie, 
when a man is oppreſſed with robbery, ſpoiles,and violence onthe Seas,by men(falily 
profeſſing friends) in ſuch ſort, that no petition, interceſſion, or trauel], can procure a 
mans right,but that the ſubje& of one Prince hath open deniall of juſtice, or reſtitu- 
tion of goods cannot bee had at the hands of a ſubje& of another Prince, nor of the 
Prince himſelfe, who ſhould ſuppreſſe injuries and wrongs: Then (becauſe ſuch vn- 
juſt dealing doe import juſt cauſe of hoſtilitie and warfare) may theſe Letters of. 
Mart be procured,tothe end men may haue reſtitution or recompence of their lofles, 
eſpecially, becauſe their proceedings ſeeme to denounce a warre without any Pro- 
clamarion, ſhewing vnto other Nations the like diſtaſifull fauours as they ſhew vnto 
vs, which are allowed to be done by Cuſtomes, Reaſons, and alſoby Statute Law in 
a afterwards in England : the Afurors therefore cannot bee fauoured 
erein, 
Derainewentss The next is Arreſts, Reflraints, and Detainements of Kings and Princes, and of all other 
of Princes. Perſons happening borh in time of warre and peace, committed by the publike autho- 
ritie of Princes,as alfoby priuate perſons,both waies dangerous. 
Priviledged There are in all Countries Priuiledged Ships and Boats, ſeruing the Countrey or 
Skips. the Prince,which haue great Prerogatiues, and are free of Impoſt and Cuſtomes, ane 
h no 
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not ſubje& to arreſts ; therefore the Aſſurors are not to care for them, for they are to 
ſerue the Prince: and all Ships are ſubje to this ſeruice vypon command, and 1t they 
refuſe,their Ships are forfeited by the Sea-Lawes : therefore in theſe caſes the fauour 
of the Admirall is alwaies required. Ir is an ordinary matter in Spaine and Portu- 
gall,to niake an Embargo vpon all Ships, at the departure of rhe Weſt. India Fleer, 
or the Carrackes for the Eaſt-Indies ; and many times vpon other occaſions, whereby 
Merchaats Ships beeing laden are much hindered, eſpecially, if irbe wich Wines, 
Oyles, Raiſons, and ſuch like periſhable wares. Now if the owner of the goods, ſhall 
thinke that his wares doe periſh, lying twoor three monerhs laden, or if it be Corne 
that may become hot and ſpoiled ; hee may renounce theſe goods or wares to 
the aſſurors, and thereby bring a great loſſe vpon them. Yet neuertheleſſe hee ſhall 
nor need to abandonrhe goods, for by the Policof aſſurance ic is alwaies prouided, 
Thar in caſeof any misfortune, it is lawfull for him, his PaQor or Aﬀggnes, orhis Ser- 
uants,or any of them, to ſue, labour agfterauell for in and about the defence, ſafegard, 
or recoucrie of the goods, and any part thereof. And that the Afſurors ſhall contri- 
bute, eachaccording to the rate and quantitie of the ſumme by him aſſured, So that 
albeit,that irdo fall out that the goods be not vtterly loſt when the Ship is caſt away, 
the Aſſured muſt recover his whole money becauſe he hath authoritte by the Polt- 
cieof Aſſurance to recouer them,or any part of them,as aforeſaid,and he is afterwards 
to yeeld an account thereof, for ſo much as doth concerne cuery man ratably : other- 
wiſe the Aſſured ſhall be diſcouraged,ifby thoſe means he ſhould make his Afſurance 
intricate and ſubje& to all cauillations, and tothe interruption of ſo neceſſarieand 


laudable a Cuſtome, as the matrer of Aſſurance is, Therefore, as in the matter in 


hand, we haue a care for the Afſurors, that they ſhould not be deceined by thoſe that 
cauſe Aſſurances to bee made: ſoon the other fide, we would auoid to miniſter any 
accaſion whereupon-rhey might become quarrelſome;, but that all ſhould bee left to 
the Commiſſioners determination,who are(or ſhould be at the leaſt) beſt able to ex- 
amine the premiſles. | 

Naw concerning the Arreſts of particular perſons, vpon Ship or goods, the Aﬀu- 
red can make no renunciation to charge the' Afſurors with any lofle either inthe to- 


call or part, becauſe vpon caution ginen to anfwer the Law, the = or goods arreſted 


are inſtantly cleared inall places, either here or beyond the ſeas, where the arreſts are 


| made, wherein the juriſdiction of all courts for ſea-faring cauſes are very carefull to 


ſee expedition vſed. | 
Barratrieof the Maſter or Mariners can hardly be auoided, but by a prouident care 
to know them, or at the leaſt the Maſter of the Ship whereuponithe aſſurance is made, 
And if hebe a carefull man,the danger of fire aboue mentioned, will be the leſle for 
the Ship-boies muſt be looked vntocuery nightand day. And in this caſe ketvs alſo 
conſider the Aſſurors ; for it hath oftentimes happened, that by a candle vnaduſſedly 
vſed by the boies, or otherwiſe before the Ships were vnladen, they haue beene feron 
fire andburned to the very keele, with all thegoods in them, and the Afﬀurars haue 
ated the ſummes of money by them affured: neuerthelefſe herein the Aſfurors mighr 
Lau beene wronged, although they beare the aduenture vatillthegoods be landed ; 
for it commeth to paſſe many times, that whole Ships ladings are ſold on Ship-boord 
and neuer diſcharged, becanſe they ſhould anoid the paiment.of Cuſtomes and Im- 
poſts, and therefore they will breake no bulke;bue deparefromome other place. viz. 


Ships laden with Gaſcoyne Wine do come from Middleborough to London, which 


have beene bought by the great, and eitherthe ſeller of the Wines doth beare the ad- 
uenture of the ſeas, or the buyer. So cuery yeare there are diuers Ships which come 
from Norway laden with Deale-boords, Plankes, Maſts, andthe like Commodiries, 
which being entred into the riuer of Thames for two or moredaies,will depart againe 
for Spaine, or ſome places in the Straits, according as they haue made their bargaine 
with the Merchant: in like manner diuers other Ships laden with other Commodi- 
ries,vpon the like bargains and contracts, will make further voyages,and not diſchar oy. 
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inthe place where itwas firſt intended and named inthe policie of Afﬀurance. Now 
ifafter ſuch a bargaine made, the Ship and goods (either by fire,or any other misfox- 
tune) do perith, the Afſurors are not to anſwer for that loſle, notwithſtanding the ge- 
nerallwords ( 4nd of all other Perills, Loſſes and Misfortunes whatſoencr they be, and how - 


ſoeuer they ſhall happen or come zo the burt and d:triment of the Goods and Merchandiſes,or any 


parcel thereof) contained in the policie of aſſurance as aforſaid. I hold it alſoconue- 
nient toaduertiſe the Aſſurors ofa cauſe of mine owne experience : Inthe yeare I 589 
I cauſed the Ship of Monſrexr Gourdan gouernour of Calais, tobe fraighted for Lix- 
bornezand toreturne backe againe to Calais or London : the ſaid Ship (being arriued 
at Lixborne) was ladenwith Sugars, Pepper, and other Commodities to returne for 
London, whereupon I cauſed ſix thouſand French crownes to be afſyred at Roan, Ic 
happened that the ſaid Ship was &ſt away vpon the coaſt of France, in comming 


. homewards, andall the goods were vtterly loſt ; whereupon intimation being made to 


the Aſſurors, I ſent to the Commiſſioners of Aſſurances at Roan, all my proofe con- 
cerning the lading of the ſaid Ship, hoping to recouer the money afſured ; butvpon 
examination of the Bills of lading, declaring truely the qualitie and quantitie of the 
goods, my FaRor of Lixborne (conſidering the dangerous time of warre, and cy 
dwelling in London) left the place of her diſcharge in Blanke, and by letters ower- 
land gaue me notice of it, which was made apparant to the ſaid Commiſhoners , yet 
neuertheleſſe (after the examination of the ſea-lawes and cuſtomes, and the Paracer 
had ofall experienced Merchants) it was ſentenced againſt me, and the Aſſurors were 
cleered,and made onely a reſtitution of money receiued by them for their Premio, and 
yet of that they did abate one halfe or medio por ciento, as it were tenne ſhillings for 
every hundreth pound for their ſubſcribing to the policie of Aſſurance, to my very 
great loſle. | 

* - Tothis purpoſe doth appertaine another properticef Aſſurances, which happeneth, 
when Merchants cauſe a greater ſumme to bee aſſured than the goods. are worth ar 
amount vnto when they are laden into any Ship which 1s expeted homewards, ma- 
king account that their Factors will ſend them greater returnes than theydo: in this 
caſe the Cuſtome is, that thoſe Aſſurors that baue laft ſubſcribed to the policie of 
Aſſurance, beare not any aduentureat all, and muſt make reſtitution of the Premium 
by them receiued, abating one halfe in the hundreth for their ſubſcription, as in the 
caſe aforeſaid, and this is duely obſerued ; and ſoa Law not obſerued is inferiour toa 
Cuſtomewell obſerued. 

_ Toconclude the pointof policies of Afurances, let vs note, that of neceſitic it is 
required as a conſideration precedent, that the Aflurors muſt acknowledge them- 


| ſelues tobe ſatisfied of the Premium of Aſſurance, at the hands of the aſſured, or any 


other who doth vndertake to pay them : which beyond the ſeas is commonly paied 
within fix moneths, becauſe that Merchants aſſuring each to other, may reſcounter 
their Premios, in the accounts kept thereof betweene them , for herein is vſed 
great truſt and confidence betweene them :and this appeareth alſo by 
euery mans vaderwriting in the ſaid policie of Aſſurance,in theſe 
words, I £4.3.am content with this Aſſurance (which 
God preſerue) for the ſumme of one hundreth 
pounds. Londonthis xoof Auguſt 
I 620, &c. according to tha 
__ ſum and time, 
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Cruayr. XXV1I, 
Of the manner of Contributions or Aueridges, 


A Auing intreated of Contributions or Aueridges in regard of Af- 

v/® ſurors,now it behoueth vs ſomwhat to ſpeake of the manner how 
this is executed and performed ; by ſome called Scotand Lot. 

In the caſe of caſting of goods in tempeſitous weather, for pre< 
ſeruarion of life and goods,the maſter is ro conſule with the ma- 
riners,& if they conſent not, yet the maſter may caſt ſome gaods, 
if the ſtorme continue : bur 1f the merchant bepreſent, ler him 
begin to caſt, ſaiththe law of 0/eron,and next the mariners who 
if they imbeſill any part to their owne vſe'of that which ſhould be caſt, are to anſwer 
the double. 

When the maſter ſhall come Qn land, he muſt (with the moſt part of his companie) 
ſweare that he did caſt the ſaid goods, forno other cauſe, but for the ſafety of Ship, 
goods and liues,which are to be caſt intoan Auecridge or Contributian ypan ſhip and 
goods,whether they be burdenſome or of ſmall volume, as money, ewelsar ſuch. like, 
not being weightie ; things vpon a mans body, vicualls, and ſuch like excepted. 

But here ariſeth a queſtion, Whether 
o00ds to be tranſported, ſhall be anſwered by Contribution >? Sure if ſuch goads hap- 
pen tobe the caule of any danger or damage, the maſter ſhall beare the loſſe, and alla 
criminally be proſecuted But if goods vnaduiſedly (without conſentof rhe owner)bg 
caſt out on the ſudden, the owner may vpon his conſcienceeſteeme them tothe very 
value, becauſe the company (by their raſh proceeding) hath loft the priuiledge 
they had rgeſteeme and appraiſe the {aid goods, 

Alſo any ſhips,geare,or apparrelll loſt by ſtorme, is not within Aueridge, and ac- 
counted likevnto a workman breaking or ſpoiling his tooles,or ordinary inſtruments, 
The like is for goods caſt, which were brought within ſhip-booxd, without the maſter 
or his purſers knowledge. 

In the rating of goods,by way of contribution, this order is abſerued,If they chance 
to be caſt before halfe the voyage performed,then they are to be eſteemedat the price 
enho . if after,then at the price as the reſt, or the like ſhall be ſold at the place of 

iſcharge. 

The 47M (whoſe goods haue been caſt) is to be carefull to haue the ſame eftimg- 
ted before the thip do diſcharge, and ro deale with rhe maſter for that purpoſe. For 
the law doth intend that the goods delivered ro him,are not only as a pawn or pledge 
for his fraighr, bur alſo bound to anſwer all ſuch Contributions and Aueridges that 
may happen;and therfore the maſter may pur his helping hand thereunto,vntil,ſatisfa- 
Aion be made. albeit that commonly the keeping of other mens goods are not alowed, 

Herein let vs now conſider of things taken vpon the ſea,which are of three ſorts:the 
firſt wee have alreadie noted to be goods taken by letters of Mart,by 1us repreſaliarums 
the ſecond are taken from Pirats or ſea Rouers;and the third from profeſſed enemies, 
| Touching that which is taken from Pirats , ſeeing they bee goods which they haue 

wrongfully taken from others, whether they be found in their owne or their ſucceſſors 
poſſeſſion;theſe are eſteemed tobe a iuſt priſe or preyxo any taker of them, ſorthar ac- 
count be: made of them to the Admirall. And incaſe where the raker doth finde the 
o0eds of his friend or countreymanwith the Pirar, it is reaſonable that reſtirution be 
made,vpon good conſideration of the charge & danger ſuſtain'd concerning the ſame, 

If a ſhip or goods be takenfrom a profeſſed enemie,it is to be proceeded in accor- 
ding tothe authoritie whereby it was taken, But if goods be raken by a profeſſed enc- 
mie,andaſterwards the ſaid goods are taken againe from him,and the true ownerdorh 
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claime them, it ought tobe reſtored to the owner , for the law raketh theſe goods to 
be 25 receiued,and not taken, yet with recompence for them. | 

Bat when ſuch goods become a lawtull priſe to the taker, then the Admirall is to 
haue his tenth part (according to the offer which .467aha»: made vnto God, of the 
ſpoylewhich he tooke of the five kings) and the remainder of the goods ſo rake, is 
to be proportionably diuided betweene the takers, or according tothe compoſition 
formerly made. In theſe caſes there is alwaies a fauourable conſideration to bee had : 
which is the cauſe that if two forrein nations beat warre,and the one take a ſhip from 
the other, and bring her intoa port or road within the bounds of a neuterall nation, a- 
like friend to both, then may the Admirall of that nation ordaine that ſhip tobere. 


ſtored to her owner,and the perſons captiue totheir former libertie,cuen as if ſhe had 
beene brought backe to her owne port or countrie againe. 
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Chap. XXVI.. 


Of the particulars to be obſerned m Aſſurances. 


| Ta, H E obſeruations to be conſidered of in matter of Aſſurances, are 
| RR very materiall for every Merchant,and deſeruc a particular Chap- 
Da tcrin this Treatiſe, which I haue compiled according to the cir- 
7 _ cumſtances of the things chemſelues,for che Aſſurors benefit, 
A 


> 1 ThefirſtI have touched inthe Partic who cauſeth the Af- 
FO) ſurance tobe made,both for his honeſt dealing, and whether he be 
LSE a fricnd to the Stateor Kingdome forthe reaſons aforeſaid, 

2 To knowthe Maſter of the Ship and Mariners to be honeſt, and of experience, 
toauoide the danger of Barratric and other accidents. 

3 Totakenotice of the goodneſſe of the Ship,and of her ſayling,eſpecially ma- 
king her voyage alone,or in company of other Ships:whether ſhe be old or new built, 
and the price of the Aſſuranceto be accordingly. 

4 Toknowby the Map or Sca-cardes, the diſtance of the place or country where 
the Ship is toſaylc,and the dangers of knownerocks and ſands. 

5s Tohauea regard what winde muſt ſerue, and the rrue reaſon of the yeare, which 
maketh a difference in the price of Aſſurance, as forexample,an Eaſt,or North-Eaſt 
winde driueth from the land for Spaine, which is leſſe dangerous; and receiving fix or 
ſuen pro ciento, when a Weſterne, or North-weſt, or South-weſt (driving from thence 
you the land) is to giue ſeuen or eight pro ciexto:in Winter two in the hundreth moze 
than in Summer, vnleſſe it be by calmes in places daungerous,as now inthe Straights 
for the Turkiſh Pirats and without it, the Moores of Barbary,or other Theeues. So 
Ships going for Eaſt-land againſt Winter,wil giue two in the hundreth more than in 
Summer.The like for Ships bound for ſeuerall Ports more ſubie& tocaſualties, 8c. 

6 To conſider of the places of hoſtilitie,where the Ship muſt vnlade or touch, the 
danger of generall or particular Embargos of Ships, the likelihood of derainements 
of Kings and Princes. 

Not to aſſure for vnlawfull places of trade,or queſtionable between Princes,as 
Guinea and there about the Weſt-Indies ; vnleſſe a good premio be giuen,as ina man- 
ner vpon aduentures loſt or not loſt, : 

$8 To know vpon what kinde of goods you do aſſure, whether vpon Wines, Oyles, 
Salt,Raiſons and ſuch like corruptible and periſhable wares,or vpon other ſtaple com- 


modities, as Clothes, Tin, Leador Silkes, &c.not ſubie& ſoordinarily to Aueridges 
and contributions as the other. 


9 To know what Ordnance and Munition the Ship is prouided withall,and not 
toafſurevpon the bottome of rhe ſhip, but with good aduice. 
bo | to 
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den in the bottom of the ſhip, and there is danger of wetting and ſpoiling ; it aboue 
in the ſhip there is danger of Pirats, or of caſting ouer-boord , about the middle is 
beſt. 

11 Tobeaduiſed not to aſſure beyond the limitation of your knowledge, by the 
means of others,or from Lixborne to Braſile, or from Venice to Tripoly,or {uch like 
voyages, whereof you cannot conueniently haue notice from time to time. 

12 Laſtly, tobe prouident inthe contributions and averidges, to anſiwere for no 
more than is your due to pay, and to have an infpeaionot the Bulls of lading, if doubt 
be made of the Commiſſioners ſufficiencie or knowledge in caſes of this nature. 

The Aſſurance vpon the lives of men (whether aged or yong, of good qualities and 
diet,of diſpoſition gentle or quatrelſome;,a traueller or a dweller) being ſomwhar ex- 
traordinarie, euery man is beſt able to conſider of it by the acquaintanceof the pet- 
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Of the manner of Proceedings for Aſſurances, 
in caſe of Loſſes. 


#P&Hereas the policie of Aſſuratce remaining with the Afﬀfured, is res 
JS piſtred YVerbatinr in the Office of Aſſurances, to the end that if the 
d) ſame ſhould happen robe loft, yer by the ſaid Regiſter the party 
7 may recouer 0: the Afſurors the ſeuerall ſummes by them aflureg: 
, @\ VI } as alſo becauſe it any newes doe come of the caſting away of the 
£F & Dia hip, the Aſſured may come tothe office, and cauſe intimation to 
& " WV I be made tothe Aſſurors, and to euery one of them in particular, of 
ſuch a loſlc, which is alſo recorded there accordingly, exprefling the time when this 
intimation is made :and in caſes of Aſſurance made vpon loſt or not loſt , the verie 
houre of the day is tobe {et downe, whereby (if there wete any fraud) it may ſooner 
bedetefted. And ifthe Aſſured doth thinke conuenient, eirhet for that hee hath al- 
moſt aſſured all the value of his goods,or that he would haue the Aſſiſtance of the Aſ- 
ſurors,whenthere is hope of recouerie of any part thereof, or any other cauſe which 
may moue him :then I ſay, the party aſſured may make tenuntiation of all the goods 
tothe Aſſurors,and he ſhall come inas an Afluror, for ſo much as ſhall appeare that 
he hath himſelfe borne aduenture of ; and the Afſurors areto be contriburaries to che 
charges of the purſuit, and they may jointly argue therein, and appoint their ſeruanrs 
orother perfons to follow the ſame : and this renunriation is alſo recorded inthe ſaid 
Office accordingly. . Bur if afterwards it ſhall be found , that the Aſſured hath "made 
Aſſurance, or cauſed himſelfe to be aſſured for more than the goods laden for his Ac- 
count did coſt ; thenthe laſt Aſſurors which have ſubſcribed ro the'Policie, ſhall en- 
loy the benefit thereof, as bath been declared. For by the Cuſtomeof Aſſurances it 
Is intended, That to auoid cavillations, every Afſſuror ſhall be bound Jpſo fatFo ro-the 
faid Aſſurance havinga reſpe& to the augmentation of traffique and commerce;ac- 
cording to the Maxime, It is better to ſuffer a miſchiefe than an inconvenience, the 
miſchiefe being attributed to one or ſome particular perſons, and the inconuentenee 
tothewhole Commonwealth in generall, War anode Go FG. - 
Hereupon the party aſſured dth procure his teſtimonials,witneſſes,or any other e- 
vidences concerning the ſaid lofſe,declaring the manner and place, thecauſe, withall 
| FEI © ps | cireum- 
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circumftances,cither by examination inthe ſaid Office of Aſſurances, or in the Court 
of Admiraltie, with all ſuch other proofe as by letters and all other means he can art- 
taine vato. Allwhich he hath ready , or bringeth into the Office together with the 
Charterparty of fraightmenr, if he have the ſame ; the Policie of Aſſurance, the Bill 
of lading, the Invoice of the goods, the FaQrs letter of lading,wherein the Bill was 
incloſed, or any other letters made for the declaration and manifeſtation of all the 
matter in queſtion : which are all examined by the Commiſſioners for Aſſurances, at 
ſeueral appointed daies for hearing,procured by the Aſſured : at which times alſo the 
Aſſurors are warned to appeare, and record is made alſo of their meetings and procee- 
dings. And herein is tobeobſerued,rhat it may many times happen,that the Aſſured 
hath cauſed ſome Aſſurance tobe made in ſome other place vpon the ſaid goods 
alſo. Therefore the Commiſſioners (if it be by the Afſurors required) may examine 
the Aſſured thereupon by Oath, and then deale therein as they finde cauſe,according 
to the cuſtome of A fſlurances, 

To abreuiat the queſtions which the Civilians haue made concerning this Argu- 
mentof Aſſurances, writing De aficarationibrs,T haue thought good to let every Mex- 


chant vaderſtand, That obſeruing the forme of the Policie of Aſſurances, with the ob- 


ſeruation before declared,all the ſaid queſitons will bee prenented : and to proue the 
ſame by demonſiratiue reaſons, vpon euery queſtion alledged as followeth. 
I Hether an Aſſurance made vpon a ſhip named, is to bee vnderſtood of 
\ V the ſhip or of the goods laden therein, or vpon both > 
Axſwer. When the name of the ſhip is expreſſed according to the ſaid policie of 
Aſſurance made vpon the very keele of the ſhip of ſuch a burthen, there is no man en. 


duced with reaſon, that will attribute this Aflurance to extend to the Goods laden in 
the ſame, much leſſe to both,when the ſhip is only named,and no goods at all. 


2 - Whetheran Aſſurance made vpon 1000 Hides laden in ſuch a ſhip,from ſuch 
a place toſucha place,be good,withour naming the ſeueral ſorts of hides laden therin 

A, Inall policiesof Aſſurances the words run generall vponthe principal wares, 
and al other commodities or goods laden or to be ladenby ſuch a man, for the account 
of him or any other;and ſo this(Generall)includeth all particular things, which when 
Aſſurance 1s made vponthem are named and ſpecified,as hereafter is alſo declared. 

Whether ypon vacertain things to be laden,the Aſſurance be good > 

A. When Afſurances are madevpon goods laden or tobe laden, as aforeſaid ; the 
ſaid Aﬀfurance muſt needs be of validity: for the word Goods & Merchandiſes com- 
prehends all vncertain rhings vendible : and if it were ſome particular thing, it is al- 
waies expreſſed, 


Whether an Aſſurance made vpon one ſacke of Wooll be good,when there is 

many ſacks of Wooll in the ſame ſhip > 
A, The queſtion is prevented by the cuſtome of Aſluranceswhich is,That an Af- 
ſurance made vponany particular goods muſt be declared by the particular marke of 
the goods belonging to ſuch an Owner,or any other ; and if there be more of the ſaid 
marke,'the number therefore is added : and if the number were alike, the weight may 
diſtinguiſh the ſame, whereby the one ſacke being throwne ouer-boord for the ſafe- 
gard of the ſhip and goods, may be caſt into a contribution , or being taken by Pirats, 
the Aſſurors are to pay for it. Sothis queſtionis friuolous,as many other are,8& bree- 
deth but contention to imbibe merchants braines with them. 
5 . Thelike is when Aſſurance is made vpon commodities or goods without name 
or not naming thenumbar, weight, or meaſure, but exprefling the marke of all Goods 
laden or tobe laden,as aforeſaid. 


6 Whether the Aſſuror is to haue his Premio or Salarievpon a conditional Afſu- 
rance,or not ? 


A. Thereisnoconditionall Aſſurance made,but with exception of ſome Adven- 
repre na eons - i 


q An Abridgement of Queſtions of A ſurances. 
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rures not tobe borne by the Afſuror, which are not compriſed in the policie of Afi 
rance,and therefore the Premio is due to the Afſuror, 

Whetheran Aſſurance made is to be vnderſtood of the firſt voyage which the 
ſhip doth make afrer the Aſſurance is made,and the ſhip appointed for lading. 

A, This is to be vnderſtood alwaies of the firſt voyage, valeſſe there were a decla- 
ration of a ſecond voiage in the policie of Aſſurance : and therefore I haue noted a ca: 
veat for Aſſurors,tobe careful how they cauſe other men to aſſure for them in remote 
places, not to make them [yable to twovoiages for one Aſſurance, nor tobee ſubie& 
roa ſecond voiage when the firſt is performed, but to be vigilant in their actions. 

$8 Whetheran Aſſurance made for the tempeſt of the ſeas, be alſoto bee vnder. 
ſtood for Theeues or Robbers vpon the ſeas > 

A, The generall and ordinarie policie of Afſurance, containing all Aduentures; 
ſheweth,rhat the Aſſuror is to beare the Aduenture of both theſe,and if it were other- 
wiſe in particular, it muſt bedeclared. So that bis diſtinQion is vaine. 

9 Thelike may be ſaidrothe queſtion, Whether an Aſſurance made by ſipula. 


tion bea Contra@ or not ; or whether it be couentionall or conditionall > wherin this 


diſtinRion is of no moment. 

10 Whetheran Aſſuror hauing payd the Merchant for Goods loſt, by him aſſu- 
red, may afterwards if the goods were found againe or recouered,reſtore the goods to 
the Merchant, and call for his mony which he payd,backe againe. 

A. Irappearcth plainly by all policies of Afſurance,that the Afſurordoth condiC. 
cend.that the Merchant ſhall haue ful power & authoritie, by himſelfe,or his FaQors 
and Seruants, to ſue for the recouerieof the goods,and that the Aſſurors ſhall contri- 
bute tothe charges, pro 74ta, of their ſummes by them aſſured reſpe&iuely. Burt the 
Merchant is not therefore hindered to recouer the money of the Aſſurors, neither can 
one particular Afſuror haue all the goods , for the Merchant relinquiſhing the goods 
tothe Afluror, reſerueth alwaies his part therein which he hath nor aſſured, which he 
detaineth in nature of an Afſuror ; ſo that the Afſuror bath not conuenient means to 

rforme the contents of the queſtion, nevertheleſle if the Merchantwill, he may buy 
| the goods ſo recouered of the Afſurors,as they can agree ; but then is the queſtion al- 
rered,and not the ſame. 
' 11 | Whetheran Aſſuror is to anſwer any hurt or. damage done vato the goods by 
Mice,Rats,or any other vermin,eſpecially Moths 2 | 

A. By the policie of Aſſurance,that Afluror is to anſwer for all dammages, derri- 
ment,or hurt which ſhalt happen to the goods after his vnderwriting:: but if hee can 
proue the damage was before done in the ware-houſe or other place, he is not bound to 
anſwer the ſame. 

12 Whether goods loſt in the ſhip-boat, being vnladenout of the ſhip,or being 
robe laden into the ſhip, ſhall be anſwered by the Aflurors ; or what may be layed to 
the charge of the Afurors by contribution ? | 

A. This queſtion conſiſteth of two points : theanſwer to the firſt is plaine, accor- 
ding to the policies of Aſſurances, where it is ſpecified, that the aduenture ſhall be- 
£1n vpon the goods laden in any Boat, Veſſell, or Crayer, to be layd aboord of ſuch a 
ſhip,or being diſcharged out of the ſhip, the aduenture to continue till the goods are 
ſafely landed. But to the ſecond the anſwer is not ſo plain,becauſe it dependeth vpon 
the ſea-law, and muſt be conſidered accordingly. For as we haue noted inthe Chap- 
ter of Contributions, if by occaſion of Lightning, the goods which are put into the 
boat or lighter periſh,the ſhip and remaining goods inthe ſhip ſhall anſwere for the 
ſame. Buton the contrary, if the ſhipand remaining goods periſh afrer the Boator 
Lighter is once ſafe,nocontribution ſhall be on rhe goods in the Lighter;for the law 
is, That the goods ſhal only be liable tocontributions when ſhip and goods are ſafe- 
ly arrived to their intended port of diſcharge. According to this rule is the Afuror 
to anſwer for contribution pro rata, of the.ſum by him aſſured. 


13 * Whether Aſſurance made for Pirats is to be vnderſtood alſo for Theeues who 


by night ſteale the goods from the ſhip? | 
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A. Theanſwer is ſo euident, thatboth the one and the other is compriſed in the 
Aſlurance,as there needeth no other explanation. 

14 Whetheran Aſſurance made ar one time vpon goods tobe bought and inten- 
ded to be laden, and afterward found not tobe bought ar the ſame time,butat another 
time,doth binde the Afſurors to pay the lofle > 
4. Thisqueſtion is worthy the conſideration, & doth meerely conſiſt in the obſer- 
uation of time,and not inthe buying of the goods,although irbe ſo propounded,for 
the time maketh great difference in the Afſurance,as I haue noted before. Goods la- 
den in Summer are not in aduenture comparable ro the Winter, when ftormes and 
tempeſtsdoariſe ; and therefore are not the A ſſurors ro be made anſwerable to this af: 
ſurance; for the cuſtome herein is cleare, and concurring with the Law of Oleron, and 
therefore not compriſed in the tenor of the policies of Affurances : which is rhe cauſe 
alſo that Afſſurors are to hauea ſpeciall regard to the Maſters of ſhips, whether they 
be vitious or diligent : for the loue of womenand wine maketh them to loſe the op. 
portunitie of time ; ſo that by contrary windes their voiage is retarded,and which was 
to be made in Summer, falleth out robe in VV inter, ſubiec to eminent dangers and 
lofſes,whereunto the Afſſurors become liable,as is declared, whether it be by accident 
misfortune,caſualty,rare ſucceſſes and negligences of Maſters and mariners,vnlooked 
for and bapning in ſtrange manner ſuddenly. 

' 15 Whetheran Aſluror be liable to the Aduenture of goods ſhipped from one 
ſhip into another. 

A. Sometimes in policies of Aſſurances it hapneth, that vpon ſome eſpeciall con- 
fideration this clauſe torbidding the transferring of goods is inſerted, becauſe in time 
of hoſilitic or wars between Princes, it might fall out tobe vnladen in ſuch ſhips of 
thoſe contending Princes, whereby the aduenture would be far greater. But accor. 
ding to the vſua}l Aſſurances which are made generally without any exception, the 
Afluror 1s liable thereunto: for it is vnderſtood that the Maſter of a ſhippe without 
ſome good and accidentall cauſe, would not put the goods fromone ſhipintoanother, 
bur would deliver them(according to the charterparty)at the appointed place:which 
isthe cauſe that when aſſurance is made vpon ſome particular goods laden in ſuch a 
ſhip, vnder ſuch a marke, the Policie makerth mention of the goods ladento be tranſ- 
ported and delivered to ſuch a place by the ſhip, or by any other ſhip or veſſell, vatill 
they be ſafely landed. So that inall theſe and the like the condition makes the lay. 

16 Now there. is a queſtion, Whether an Afluror is anſwerable to the Aſſurance 
of goods to beare the adventure if nogoods were laden, or but part of the goods. 

A. If amandoebinde or oblige a thing robe found in ſucha place, and ir isnot 
found there, every man knoweth thar the ſaid thing ried to a local place, cannot bee 
bound thereby, becauſe it is a body named without ſubſtance, and nor i» Rerum natura, 
and there would be vnderſtood a privation withour being, and where there is not 444- 
Feria & forma firſt, there can be no priuation, But if part of the goods were laden,then 
the Afſurors are liable for ſomuch as that part of goods did coſt oramount vnto: al- 
Cuſtemetobe beit thatin this (as I have touched before) Cuſtome is to bee preferred aboue Law ; 

-o dau for the Ciuill Law (if there be many Afurors in a ſhip vpon the goods laden therein) 
POP makethall the Affirors liable pro rata, as they hauc aſſured according tothe ſaid part 
of goods laden,if a loſſe do happen orif there be cauſe to reftore the Premio, or Sala- 
rieof Aſſurance in part, But the Cuſtome of Aſſurances doth impoſe the loſſe vpon 
thoſe Aſſurors which did firſt vnderwrite, and the later vnder-writers of the Aſſurors 
donot beare any part of the loſſe, but muſt make reſtitution of the Premis,and reſerue 
only one halfe vpon the 150 ®, or 10 fe. for their vnderwriting in the policie of Aſſu- 
rance,as is obſerned. The Civilians therefore have noted, That in aſſurances the Cu- 
ſtomes of the ſea-Lawes, and vſe amongſt Merchants is chiefly to be regarded and 
obſerued. 

In like manner, if a ſhip bound for a certain port,being at ſea, bedriuen back tothe 
ſame from whence it departed, and by tempeſt be caſt away,the A ſſurors are toanſwer 

 thedamageof the goods ladentherein, for ſo much as they did aſſure, as they w_ in 
other 
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other caſualties. Aſſurors therefore are rightly exempted 2 the Diuines and Cano- 
niſts, tobe no maner of waies Vſurors, taking a benefit by Contra&, 8c. . AR 
The matter of loſſe being well examined and made plain, the Commiſſioners then 

with a maturedeliberation doe ſet downe their determination and ſentence, That the 
Afſurors ſhall pay euery one the mony by him aſſured; and if thereupon any one doe 
deny to make paiment accordingly, then (vpon Certificat tothe Lord Maior of Lon- 
don,and ſome of the ſaid Commiſhoners made of his refuſall) they haueby AR of 
Parliament(as aforeſaid) authoritie to commit the ſaid Afſſuror to priſon,there tore- 
maine vntill he dopay or ſatisfie the ſaid ſentence or finall decree, which no man of 
any credit will incurre. And thus is this laudable cuſtome eſtabliſhed in England , 
And beyond the ſeas they are compelled by the Magiſtrats to performe the like ordi- 
nances or ſentences pronounced inthe like caſes of Aſſurances. | 
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CHuAar, XXX. 
Of Shipwrecke, and things found vpon the Seas. 


HE Merchant ot the Afſured,together with the Afſurors haue great 
== || cauſe of encouragement to looke after the goods of a Shipwreck, tor 
WE! there is no forfeiture of the ſaid goods; but with all humanitie enery 
Df man is bound toaid them thereunto, and whoſoeuer fieales any ſuch 
> || goods, he ſhall pay fourefold to the Owner thereof, if hee be purſued 
a yithinayereand a day, and as much to the Prince or Admiral:where- 
in the Sca-law is ſo tri; that the ſtealing ofa naile or the value thereof maketh the 
party guilty to the reſt of the goods, So that by the ordinance of the Emperour 4#- 
fenizs, The theefe or robber of ſuch goods ſhould be beaten, and baniſhed for three 
eares ; Or if hewere of baſe condirion,fcourged to the Gallies: for hee that will not 
elpe ſuch diſtreſſed men, ſhall be counted as a murtherer, And therefore may no man 
hinder ſhips to tie their ropes,or lay their anchors on land. And therfore did Hadrias 
the Emperor ordain, That all men hauing poſſeſſions on the coaſt, ſhould attend care- 
fully vpon ſuch chances, otherwiſe they to be anfiverable for all things miſſed by rob- 
berie or ſtealth. RES Tl books : 
 Ifno man indue time claim ſuch a wreck, then it belongeth to the Prince or Admi- 
ll, and any ation for ſhipwreck muſt therefore be commenced withina yeare and 2 
ay. 
Wherein alſo is to be noted, That if the ſhip only periſh, and the goods bee ſaued, 
then the goods ſhall pay the tenth or the fifth, as the difficultic of the ſauing thereo! 
ſhall require, For Gold, Siluer, Silke, and the like rhings of eafie tranſportation ſhal 
Pay lefle than goods of greater weight and burthenſome for carriage,as being.in grea- 
tcr danger,exceptthe Maſter carry in his ſhip toa place where he ſhould not.,and theri 
is the Merchant free of the Maſters loſſe, Now of things found vpon the ſeas,or with- 
inthe flood mark,theſc are of three ſorts; either found on the ſiream floatings: theri 
are called Floarſon;or found on the ſea bottom, and drawn vp from it, and then called 
Lagon or found on land,butwithin the ſea flood,or caſt forth there by ſtornrand the 
water,and then are called Ietfon. | $2 DT OR 
. Concerning Floatſon and Terſor, whether things be caſt vp by Shipirecke, orelſe 
leftor loſt through caſting in ſtormes, the finders thereof (as ſome Lawyers are of 0- 
pinion)ſhould do therewith as with other goods found vpon land,thar is,to proclaim 
the ſame tobe forth-comming to the true owner, becauſe the loſer remaineth til pro- 
Yietarie of them and if no man claime the ſame, the finder to keep the ſame to him- 
clfe, Bur by the Rhodian Law,the figder hath one fifth part for the fauing, And in 


Francs 


Floatſor? 
Lazon, 
letſon. 
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France by the Admiraltic of Rochell, they allow Poxr le Droit de ſauvage one third 
part, which my ſelfe have allowed of eighty pipes of Oyle, and twentie two Butts of 
Sackes, which became Floatſon out of a Ship of Diepe, called the Defire, which did 
periſh neerethe Iſland of Sazzt Martin de Rea,not farre from Oleron, inthe yeare 1589, 
the French K. Henry the fourth late deceaſed being then but King of Nauarre. So hath 
a Diuer for drowned goods, one third part vpon eight cubits deepe, and vpon fifteene 
cubits he hath halfe,and vpon one cubir but atenth ; which of late yeares was accor- 
dingly allowed in ſome part of Ireland, for drawing vp ſome Ordnance of the Ships, 
which ofthe Spaniſh Armada did periſh vpon the coaſt, 4z»0 1588, Butby the Cu- 
ſtome now vſed, euety man of ſome qualitie will claime all as his owne, if itcom- 
meth vpon his land,contrary to the Law of Oleron,which giues it to the finder, _ 
If Ships or Boats are found onthe Sea, or vpon the coaſt, without any liuing crea- 
ture therein,and no man claiming the ſame withina yeare and aday,then the halfe is 
allowed to the finder, and the other halfe tothe Prince. Butof late yeares all is left 
to the arbitriment of the Admirals, to conſider the finder or taker with ſame partion 
for his trauels,charges,and danger. And ifthe finder conceale ſuch goods, whether An- 
chor, Timber, Iewels, dead men with mony or Iewels about them, he not onely loſeth 


his part, but alſo ſhall be fined at the will and pleaſure of the Admirall, 


If Whales, or Regall Fiſhes, Ships or Boats without living thing in them, bedri- 
uen by force of winde and waues onely to any coaſt or land, thenall and whally doth 
appertaine tothe Admirall. But in the yeare 1617, a great Whale being found on 
the coaſt in Suffolk, where Sir Robert LlojaKnight was Admirall forthe late Queene 
Anmehis Majeſties Conſorr, for her lands there, he tooke not the benefit hercol, as 
he might haue done, but the ſaid Queene had the ſame. 
 Tnlike mariner, a Deo dayde or Deodant appertaineth to the Admirall, that 1s to 
Tay, The thing (whether Shipor Boat) that cauſed the death of a man, ar whereby a 
mandid periſh vnawares. 

 Toconeludethis point, letvs remember that in cauſes of ſpoile, it is ſufficient by 
the Lawes of England,for the ſpoiled to proue his goods by the marke, and the ſhip- 
wrecke may not onely be proued by the perſons liuing, but alſo by the perfans wha 


were preſent at the preparation of their voyage, euen their owne parents and children, 
if none of the Ship (broken)be aliue. 
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CHAP. XXX. 
Of Partners of Ships and Voyages. 


Pa MM. Oraſmuchas Parteners and Owners of Ships cannot be conftrai- 
a nedby the Law to remaine in Partenerſhip, although they had 
{© } made acoucnantneuer to ſander or ſeparate themſelues ; there- 
N hos fore arcthere many conſiderations to be had and required in the 
BHAA lame. 
Zo, And firſt it is generally obſerued and accuſtomed, That it Ow- 
aS ners of a ſhip newly builded or bought berweene them, ſhall fall 
out and be at variance,the ſaid Ship ſhall beemploied and make one Voyage firit, vp- 
on their common charges and aduentures,before any of the parteners be heard to ſun- 
derand diſcharge tLeir part. And after that, if they cannot agree, hee who deſires 
to be free, is to offer to the reſt his part, and to ſer the ſame vpona price, as he will et- 
thes hold or ſell;which if he will not do, and yet refuſeth to ſer the ſhip forth with the 
reſt ofthe Owners or Parteners, then may they rig the ſaid ſhip at their owne —_ 


ll. 
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and alſo vpon the aduenture of the refuſer,fo far as his part doth extend, without any 
accoutit to be made vnto him of any part of the profit at her returne, But they are 0n- 
ly bound to him to bring her home ſafe, or the value of his part to be anſiwerable for, 
and thar iuſtly : becauſe ſhips were made and invented in common for the vſe of all 
men, cuen of them that dwell in the mountaines,as on the ſea coaſts, and ordained for 
failing,and nor to lie idle and vnoccupied. Butit the perſons who haue moſt part of 
the ſhip,refuſe to abide in partnerſhip with him who hath a ſmall part,that neither he 
can ſell his partat a price,without great lofſe,nor is yetable for want of tneanes to at- 
raine or buy their parts; then are they all bound to put the ſhip to an appraiſemenr, 
and ſo todiſpoſe of her by ſale,or ſetting of her forth on a Voyage accordingly ; by 
means whereof their diſcord may be ended,and the ſhip not ſpoiled. And it for wane 
of buyers in that place, the poore partner can neither auoid the oppreſſion of the Ri- 
cher, nor yetthe rich ſatis fie the poore man,which may alſo be wilfull, then may the 
Iudge of the Admiraltie or the ordinarie Iudgedeale anddecree the ſame, as hee may 
do in omnibus alijs bong fidei aftionibus: And confider of all the circumſtances of the per- 
ſons, of the matter of their difference, and of their motiues; that thereupon hee may 
adminiſter juſtice,in giuing euery man higdue right, | 

In caſes where Owners do agree,and voiages are vndertaken,there the Maſter of the 
ſhip is placed by the Owners,and they ought to make good the Maſters fact & deed , 
ſo that the Mawer may lay his A&ion vpon any one of the Owners, but the reſt of the 
Owners ſhall pro 74ta of their portions be contributarie thereunto,except the handling 
of the ſhippe bee ſo ſeuerally diuided amongft them , or that the Maſter bath 
not his Power and Commiſfion of them all ; or that the Maſter hath bound him- 
ſelfe aboue his Commiſſion,as if he haue taken vp mony to mend the ſhip;when as he 
needs it nor, or that he haue no Commiſſion at all : in which caſe the lender commir- 
teth an ouerſight,and hath no'remedie but againſt the Maſter. But if there were cauſe 
of mending the ſhip,and the Maſter ſhould ſpend the ſame another way,the Owner is 
co ſatisfiethe Creditor notwithſtanding. And aboueall things, mony lent for viu- 
als to the ſhips companyſhould be payd and preferred beforeall other debts. 

If a Merchant contracting with a mariner that is not a Maſter,be therein ouerſeen, 
he muſt content himſelfe, for he can haue no Action againſt the Owners, except for a 
fault done by a mariner which hath bin hired and put in by the Owners  _. 

Againe,albeit that by the Sea-lawes the Owners may not purſue any perſon obli- 
ged tothe Maſter, yet are they permitted toſuevpon the Maſters contracas if they 


had been principall Contraors. Becauſe herein they dorepreſent and vndertake the 


perſon of the Maſter,and theſe priuiledges are granted to the Owners for the good of 
the Commonwealth,and augmentation of trafique. 

Neuertherefſe the Maſter is not bound to render an account of all to the Owners, 
as for paſſengers which are found vnable to pay : and fo are not Owners bound to an- 
{wer for the Maſters negligence. But it is very conuenient if the Qwners be in place, 

that the Maſter do not ler the ſhip to fraight, or vadertake any Voyage without 

the priuitie, knowledge, and aduice of the Owners, or of ſome of 
them, to the end many things may bee aduilcd 
by them,whereof the Maſter 
was Ignorant.. 
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CHAP, XXX]. 


Of eMomes taken pon Bottommarie, by the M aſter 
of a Ship, called Foenus Nauticum. 


—_ — 


= He name Botommarie 1s deriued by the Hollanders from the Kcel or 
bottom of a ſhip,vpon the paralel whereof the Rudder of a ſhip doth 
gouern and direct the ſame: and the money fo taken vp by the Maſter 
of the ſhip is commonly done vpon great neceſlitie , when Moneyes 
muſt be had in forreine countries to performe a Voyage ; for the Vie 

: == paid for the ſame 1s very great,at 30,40,and 50 pro Cent. without con- 
ſideration of time, but within ſo many daies after the voiage ended. This money is 
called Pecuniatrajeditia,becauſe that vpon the lenders danger or aduenrure it is caried 
beyond or ouer the feas:ſothat if the ſhip periſh,or that all be ſpoiled,the lender doth 
loſe the mony. Bur on the contrary, mony letten at intereſt is delivered on the perill 
of the borrower , ſothat the profit of this is meerly the price of the ſimple loane, cal- 
led 7 ſara : but the profit of the other is a reward for the danger and aduenture of the 
ſea, which the lender takethvpon him during the loane, which is to be vaderſtood vn- 
till the voyage ended : therefore if the money miſcarry either before the voyage be- 
gin,or after the terme appointed for the full loan,then the perill pertainerh tothe bor- 
rower thereof, and not to the lender : I meane of perils proceeding by torm, violence, 


ſpoile, or ſuch like occaſions which cannot be eſchewed by any diligence of the Bor- 


rower. Therefore if the Borrower imploy that money vpon commodities , and that 
the ſaid commadities become forfeited for non-payment of Cuſtome, the lender ſhal 
be cleare of any damage thereby. Ir is alſo to be noted, That mony lent at maritime 
intereſt, without haſard, but vpon ſecuritie, ſhall pay no profit otherwiſe than the mo- 
ney lent at intereſt, becauſe the ſecuritie is given over and aboue for the lenders aſſu- 
rance. Again,ſuppoſe it were mony not entred in the Purſers book, 8 yer lent for the 
need of the company within the ſhip during the voyage, if before the day appointed 
for the paiment,ſhipwrecke or ſpoile happen, then ſhould the loſſe come in contribu- 
tion between them , becauſe if that mony had been lying by the lender {till vnlent, it 
had been in common danger with the reſt, But if the time appointed were paſt, with 
the perils aforeſaid,then ſhall the borrower pay that mony ſo borrowed, free from al! 
contribution, | 

Further, in caſe the borrower detaines any ſuch mony lent as aforcſaid, beyond the 
time appointed for the repaying, hee ſhallat his returne not onely pay the the profir 
agreed vpon before the Voyage, butalſo augmenrthe ſame according to the longer 
time, and ſhall pay the profit of that firſt condition accordingly. 

Some Merchants there are that will deliver mony in nature of 7 ſura Maritima, 10y= 
ning the vſe money and danger of the ſeas, either vpon the ſhips or goods, all in one 
conſideration, and fo take 2 5 or 3o vpon the hundred, at the return of ſuch a ſhip from 
ſuch a voyage: wherein they haue aneyeto the perſon that taketh vp the money, ma- 
King account tobe betrer aſſured by a vigilant eye vpona Merchants traftique, whom 
they muſt truſt (if they will make benefit of their monies) rather than to deliver their 
mony vntoanother,of whoſe dealing they cannot giue ſo good a indgement, As tor 
example, they know that ſuch a merchant doth deale for Turky , and that in knowne 
ſhips traffiking that way, the deliuerer of mony goeth vnto him, and maketh an offer 
to lend him xo000 # for avoyage to be made with Kerfies and Tinne to Tripoli, and 
that he will beare the aduenture of thrt mony during all the voyage, which he knowes 
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is commonly performed within the yeare : for(ſaith he) you know that I aman Afſſu- 
ror, and youdo vſeto aſſure your goods, and to increaſe your trade you take vp mony 
at vie of others in ſmaller ſummes : it may therefore be very commodious for vs both 
to include the price of the aſſurance and the vie money together ; and ſo with the re- 
turn you ſhal be prouided to pay me again, if God do proſper the ſhip & make home. 
wards ſpeedily : if not, I can demand nothing of you,but muſt be content to bear the 
loſſe with patience. Hereupon a Contra@ 1s made betwixt them, ten in the hundred 
is accounted for the vſe mony, and ten inthe hundred for the aduenture of the Goods 
outwards,and another ten in the hundred for the aduenture of the return homewards, 
in concluſion there is 3o pro Cert. ſo that vpon the return of the ſaid ſhiphe is tohaue 
1300 # within ſuch a time as they commonly agree,bee it one or two moneths after. 
This is a good bargain for the lender,howſoeuer the borrower of the mony may ſpeed; 
for the lender hath not todo with the ſale of the goods,nor with the returne of _ 8 
but he will be ſure that at the returne of the ſhip hewill haue his mony paid him, not 
only by the pronenue of the Kerſies and Tin which was bought with x000 ® he lent; 
butalſowith the returne of all other goods which the borrower did lade more in the 
ſaid ſhip for Tripoli as aforeſaid, and in like manner for other places. 
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Of Shipping and Navigation. 


f SEEXLEEY Net the name Navs is allkind of ſhipping vnderſtood, and Navi: 
Sa YL $i isa generall word many times vſed for Navigation, So that 
= v - Itis notof any moment to deſcribe the diuerſitie of ſhippes, as 
T1 (& 


\ Carrackes, Galleons, Galleaſſes, Gallies, Cenrauries, ſhippes of 
> 6 | War,Fly-boats, Bufles, andall other kindes of ſhips and Veflells, 
7 TG: & But that we may vnderſtand the ſea Lawes,;andcuſtomes obſerned 
NSA IL therein, appertaining tothe Law-Merchant, asalſo thoſe things 
which properly may concerne ſhips, as followeth. DT, 

All ſhips being made for ſailing,are to be prepared accordingly,both for goodnefſle 
and fit timber,and conuenient building ; as tor the placing of the rudder of the ſhip 
vponthe right paralel of the Keele ofthe ſhip, for therein conſifteth a main poine for 
lwift ſailing, which is found to be a great defe& in many ſhips partly new built and 
repaired : for new timber and old mixt together doth neuer endure long, eſpecially if 
the ſhip be not repaired in time before ſhee be much decaied, which ofrencommerh 
tO paſſe when the owners of it cannor agree therein. The law therefore is commenda- 
ble, that if the moſt part of the owners, or thoſe that haue the greateſt intereſt 8 part 
therein, eauſe the ſame to berepaired, that hee who prouideth not his money for his 
part within foure monerhs after, ſhall loſe his part to the other owners, if he refule to 
ve conformable with the reſt,or with his partner in the ſaid ſhip,whodid disburſe the 
ſame ; and moreouer he is to pay the conſiderationofthe mony alſo, for the time that 
theſame was laid out. | Eine: 
Some make a queſtion, Whether a ſhip ſo amended and repaired hall be taken to 
be the ſame? But it is cleare,that ſo long as the keele of the ſhip remaineth, 1t 1s ſtill 
the ſame ſhip; ſo is it alwaies belonging vnto the owners of the ſhip, although they 


- 
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had fabricated and amended the ſame with another mans timber : for the ſelling of a 
ſhip is nora ſufficient courſe toalienate the ſame; but the quiet poſſeſſion thereof 
mult be delivered vpon the fale made, And although the ſale 
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ſeſſion of a ſhip deliuered, if nevertheleſle it afterwards ſhall appeare that ſome haue 

commirted piracie with the ſame, the party who loſt his goods may lay an Action ro 
the (hip in place conuentent. Hence the prouerbe ariſech, That ſuch a ſhip cannot 
drinke of all waters. Albeirthis Law is nor generall, no more than a ſhip driuen by 
tempeſt intoan Harbor or Port, is ſubie& to pay cuſtome there,albeir ſome demaund 
the ſame,although no bulke be broken, which ſeemeth to be vnreaſonable. A contract 
therefore taketh his ſtrength from the parties contracting, and the place where it is 
made, according to the Cuſtomes thereof, It istherefore alſo dangerous to fraighe 
voknown ſhips, which may be ſubied to other mens actions,and that in many places, 
whetewindeand weather may command them to enter; for ſhips are prion. repu- 
ted amongſt moueables, 2uia non ſunt immobilia, A 

Here the ſhip- wrighrs or builders of ſhips are aneſpeciall ſort of perſons tobe con- 
ſidered and reſpected, called by the Grecians Navpeei; who are ſubicR tothe juriſdi- 
Qionofthe Admiraltic, and to render an account of their skill and knowledge in the 
building of ſhips; to make the frame thereof comely and ſtrong, tyth and durable, or 
elſe paythe penaltic to be impoſed vpon them tor all coſts and damages. Therefore 
they are to prouide good materials, and refuſe to take bad Ruffe, as Aller, Beech trees, 
and ſuch like ſpongie timber for ſalt water ; whereunto Merchants muſt haue a ſpe- 
clall regard, and looke that no green timber be put inthe worke,but ſuch good oke 25 
bath been cut downe cither at the wane of the Moone, or in the deep of Winter, or at 
ſuch rimes as experience proueth wood to bee moſt ſolid and durable : for being cur 
In other ſeaſons and dried vp, it becomes open toreceiue the water,and conſequently 
the aire,which is the cauſe of putrefaRtion inall things vegitable. 

Concerning Iron they are alſo to hauea care that it be norbrittle, and that all bee 
performed with great care : Shipping being the walls of the Kingdome of England ; 
and Shipwrights are forbiddenvader paine of treaſon tocommunicate or make their 
Art knowne vnto enemies or barbarous people. 

From Shipping let vs come to Navigation, of the necefſarinefſe whereof no man 
euer.doubted, and whoſe perils are alwaies eminent; infomuch that 4zacharſis ſayd, 
That trauellers on the ſeas were no farther from death,than ſo many inches as the tim- 
ber of the ſhipwas thicke or broad : according to the ſaying of the Satyre, Digirrs 2 
morte rears quatuor aut ſeptem, {i ft Iatiſiima tada. Whom Byas the Philoſopher would 
neither reckon amongſt the liuing, nor thoſe who had life infuſed. And he was eſtee- 


catoria, 
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' med tocommit a great errour, that would bring any goods by ſea, which hee might 


transferre by land, Whereof more hereafter. 

No man canbe prohibited to ſaile in the main ſea, albeit in ſome places(where rhe 
waters are as Royalties vatothem)it be prohibited ; as the Venerians do in the Adri- 
aticke Lake, and other Princes and Commonweales in their juriſdictions and Com- 
mands,which hath bin obſerued time out of mind, and is taken for a moſtantient pre- 
ſcription. 

If a ſhip bound for Venice doenter into the Riuer of Lixborne , and theredeliuer 
ſome goods or merchandiſes, and afterwards entring into the ſtreights 0! the Medi- 
terramian ſea, be driuen by contrary windes to ſome other place or Iſland inthe fayd 
ſeas, andthen make after that his diſcharge at Venice, all this time of the Voyage is 
but ove Navigation, and the Maſter of the ſhip hath committed no fault, and done 
hisendeauor if he did depart from the firſt port at the appointed time by the Charter- 

party limited. But foraſmuch that wee haue already entreated of his duties to | 

the Merchant, let vs in the next Chapter remember Navigation, with 
the communitie of the ſeas, and now make an abridge- 
ment of the Imperial ſea lawes ofthe 
Haunce townes. 
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eAn abridgement of the Imperial Sea-Lawes of the Haunce 
T ownes, made inthe yeare 1614. 
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BA Auing already in the precedent chapters declared the Sea Lawes 
\ (a> gencrally obſcrued in all countries,and that in compendious ma- 
£& ner, I havethought good neuertheleſſe to abridge in this place 
d) the Imperiall ſea Lawes of the Hannce rownes,as they haue been 
WP reviewed and exactly ſet downe by the Magiſtrates of all theſe 
& Haunce townes,at an aſſembly in the famous city of Lubeck,the 
MA - 23 day of May, 1614, vnder 15 titles in ſeuerall articles,as in the 
3404 0 margin is declared. | 
No man ſhall ſet forthor cauſe any ſhips tobe builded in any of our ſaid townes, 
viilefſe he bea Citiſen,or haue obtained leaue of the magiſtrat. 


No Maſter of a ſhip ſhalvndertake to build a ſhip in their partners abſence, vnleſle | 


hedo itathis owne charges,and be able to ſer her forth alone , vpon paine of halfe a 
dollar for euery Laſt,to be payd, the one halfe to the Magiſtrate, and the other halfe 
veto the Poore. 

The Maſter of a ſhip is to conferre with his partners, and to conclude of what bur- 
then the ſhip ſhall be built,and in whar manner, to be done all inwriting ; and if ir be 
found bigper, to pay two Dollars for euery Laſt, &c. _ | ell z 

The Maſter hath no power to enlarge the building of a ſhip after ſhee beat ſea, vn- 
lefſe itbe vpon great neceſſitie, to aduance the voiage, and for her ſafegard, otherwiſe 
allthe charges of it ſhall be his owne. TS he : 

The Owners,Partners,or the Maſters of ſhips ſhall haue no power duting the buil- 
ding of the ſhip, to give away any of the materials or victuals of the ſhip,but tabring 
wr) 7 roaccount,vnlefſe al of them do agree thereunto,othetwiſe they are norobe 
paid for, Fn 

That with their generall conſent,ſome twoor more perſons be appointed to buy all 
which ſhall be requiſit to the building of the ſhip, and prouifion, and they todeliuer 
an exact account of it by particulars,8&c. Ne 3s 

The Maſter of a ſhipwhich hath been formerly for others at the ſeas, ſhall not bee 
imployed by others, vnlefſe he produce a teſtimonial! that he is diſcharged from the 
Owners in decent manner, vpon paine of 4o Dollars. 

A Maſter being entertained, is forthwith tobe aſſured by the owners,of his wages, 
whereby he may beeablerto deale with his mariners ; and the ſaid Owners are to doe 
their endeauor, to make good on their parts what ſhall be neceflarie for the voiage. 


All owners are to cauſe good accounts to be kept, and todeliuerypon the R{4ng 
_ 


of them, publique Writings and teſtimonials of the Maſters good behauiour,an 
charge of his vadertaking, vpon paine, &c, | Ea 
* If the Owners of a ſhip cannot agree with the Maſter,as is fitting{ they may by ge- 
neral conſent make choice of another, and pay the ſaid Maſter his wages, 8: diſcharge 
him : and if he hane any part in the ſaid ſhip, they are to pay him for the ame accor- 
ding to inſt appraiſement. | = 
Euery Maſter of a ſhip is to hane knowledge of the compaſſe, and tobe able to go- 
vern and direct the fame, and to hire his mariners/ accordingly; of in default thereof 
to be puniſhed for his preſumption and vndertaking. to 
g R 
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To prouide Mariners of experience, and that the ſhip be not ouverladen,nor too light 
laden,but to haue his due ballaſt, and to haue his Cabinand ouerlop cleare, 

That he be on ſhip-boord euery night,and vpon ſpeciall occaſions being abſent, he 
may leaue his Marte and other that may.ſupply his place, 

That they do not too much meddle with merchandiſe or trade, whereby they hall 
be hindered in the due care of the charge of the ſhip, 

The Maſter is duly to pay the mariners wages,without any abatement, vnleſſe itbe 
for monies lent them before, or cauſeto pay any thing tothe owners. 

The wages due to Mariners for places neereathand,areto be payd but by two pay- 
ments ; but for remote and long voiages, in three paiments ; one at the departure, ano- 
ther vpon the vnlading of the goods,and the third -vpon the ending of the Voyage, by 
equall portions in third. 

Ifa Maſter vpon ſome reaſonable occaſion will diſcharge his Pilot,either vpon the 
vnlading or relading,he is to pay him full wages. 

It Mariners be vnraly , and give occaſion to hinder the volage any way by their 
misbehauiour,to be proued by two other mariners,the Maſter may ſet them on land, or 
cauſe them to be puniſhed according to their demerit. 

If mariners will not teſtifie of their fellowes misbehauiors,the Maſter vpon his oth 
ſhall be beleeued, and the mariner to be puniſhed accordingly. 

If a Maſterdo conceale the offences of mariners,he ſhall forfeit and pay fifty Dol- 


. lars,halfercothe Magiſtrate,and halfe to the poore. 


If a mariner ſhould kill another, the Maſter is to keep him in irons vatill hee bring 
him vnrothe firſt judicature to be indged, 8c. 

If aPirator theefe ſhall come aboord, and the mariners are willing todefend the 
ſame, and yet the Maſter will not fight, this Maſter ſhall neuer bee put intruſt any 
more, nor haue credit as an honeſt ma, nor be ſuffered to dwell in any of the Haunce 
townes. Aur | | 

If a Maſter be put.in truſt to bring oner Pearles, pretious Stones, or Money,which 
are wares of no volume to pay fraight, but a conſideration ; the Maſter is to haue the 
fourth part of. it,and the other three parts are tobe the owners. 

If the Maſter beeing part owner, will ſell his part, or cauſe his owners to pay deare 
for it ; the ſaid part is tobe valued by indifferent perſons, and the Owners or ſome of 
them are to pay accordingly. 

If a Maſter without cauſe will ſaile in another hauen than he is fraighted, and loſle 
do happen, he ſhall anſwer the ſame of his owne means. ; 

If a Maſter ſhall ſell the ſhip and the Merchants goods,and run away, hee ſhall not 
remaine in any of the Haunce townes, and ſhall be purſued to anſwere for the ſame to 
the vttermoſt by all meanes. 

If by contrary winde and weather being entred into another Harbor,the Merchant 
doth ſell'his goods, the Maſter is to haue his full hire, or to go the voiage. 

If a Maſter finde himſelfe in places where neither himſelfe nor bis pilotis acquain- 
ted, and may haue Pilots,butwill notyſe them, he is ro pay one marke of gold for his 
puniſhment, 

If a Maſterhaue his ladiog in corne,which becommeth hor, hes to coole che ſame 
in convenient manner,if winde and weather do not hinder him,and the mariners are ro 
haue two ſhillings lups for every Laſt, for doing of it. ; 

No Mafter from henceforth ſhall take any mariners to bire , without they haue a 
Paſport of their laſt ſeruice, vpon paine of tywodollars,which paſports cuery Maſter 1s 
to glue,and ſhall be printed with blanks for the names. wh 

None ſhall hire another mariner by enticements of words, or by gluing greater 
Wages, but take them of courſe, vpon painof tenne dollars,&c. And if the Mariner 
eons his owne leaue, the Maſter may claime halfe the wages which another ſhall giue 

ins: 5:5 

The Mariners ſhall keepetheir promiſe of fidelityto the Maſter,and be of good be- 
hauior,and quietly live together,vpon pain as followeth, If 
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If any do put himſelfe forth tobe a Pilot, Boatſwaine,or any other officer,and ſhall 
be found inſufficient by two credible honeſt men,or be prooued by his company,they 
ſhall not only loſe their wages, but alſo be puniſhed according tothe fact. | 

If a mariner be entertained , and at the Maſters charges, and before the Voyage 
the Maſter take diſlike of him, he may diſcharge him, giuing one third of his Wa- 


ges, butir ſhall bee of the Maſters purſe, and nor tor the Owners to beare any part 


thereof. 

When the Maſter hath entertained the mariners at the ſhip expenees,the mariners 
are to make their lodging on boord,and to content themſelues with ir, 

When the (hip is come to ſome port, or arriued atthe place, the ſaid mariners are 
not without the Maſters leaue to go on ſhore,vpon paine to be impriſoned and further 
ro be puniſhed as cauſe ſhall require. | 

. The mariners ſhallhaue no gueſts on boord without the Maſters conſent. 

No mariner ſhall haue his wife on boord inthe night, vpon paine of a Dollar if he 
do offend. 

No-mariner is to diſcharge any ordnance, or ſhoot without the Maſters command- 
ment,vpon paine to pay double for the pouder and ſhor. | 

All mariners ſhall both at ſea and in the harbor keep true watch night and day, ac- 
cording to the Maſters appointment, vpon paine of halfe a dollar tobe abated of his 
hire,and by default to be puniſhed; &c. | 

Whoſoeuer be found to ſleepe vpon the Watch, ſhall forfeit $ ſhillings lups, and 

he thar findeth him ſleeping and conceales it,ſhall pay the like, 
'  NoBoatſwaine ſhall looſe a cable without the Maſters or Pilots commandment, 


When a ſhip is detained by winde and weather in any ſtrange place,no mariner (hal 


depart or goon ſhore without the Maſters leaue, vpon paine to lofe halfe Wages, the 
halfe of it to the Maſter,and halfe to the poore. 
Neither ſhall the mariners go on ſhore when the ſhip is at anchor,wichout rhe ma- 
ſters leaue,vpon pain of halfe a doller. 
It any mariner goon land without leane,and become wounded,the Maſter is not to 
looke to ſee him healed. | 
- If aBoarſwaine being abſent be the cauſe of ſome great harme or lofle, he ſhall an- 
ſiver for it : and if he hauc no means he ſhall be then impriſoned one whole yerewith 
bread and water: and if by his default the ſhip periſh, or ſome body be {laine, he ſhall 
anſwer for it with his life, or be puniſhed according to his offence. | 
When the Maſter with ſome of his mariners goeth on land, the mariners are to at- 
tend in the boar for him, or to follow his order: and ifany remaine all night on ſhore, 
he ſhall loſe his porcage,and be puniſhed. | 
Whena Maſter hath hired his company for a certaine place,and he hath afrerwards 
aduice of his Owners or Partners, that more profit is to be made in another place the 
mariners are to be content therewith, and to take content for their wages : wherein if 
they cannot well agree, then the moſt antient are to conclude,or other indiffercnr per- 
ſons: and ifany tmarinerbe not ſo contented,and thereupon quarells,be ſhal be puni- 
ſhed asa mutinous perſon. The like is tobe done in any fraight which might happen, 
where the Maſter is agreed with, which being performed, then to bee determined in 
Iixe manner for all controuerſies as aforeſaid. h 


When a Maſter hath maintained ar his expences the mariners in the Winter ſea- 


ſon, they ſhall not ſceke ro haue their wages augmented. YE 
[fa ſhipbederained by ſome Prince or Potenrare,or ſent ona voyage,the mariners 
are to ſerue neuertheleſſe; and if any run away they are ſeuerely to be puniſhed : and 
bauing ſerued , thedifference alſo is to be ended with indifferent proceeding , as is 
aforclaid. FEES 
If mariners will go away vponending of halfe the voyage,the Maſter may demand 
all their whole wages. CITI 
Tfany mariner officer hauing receiued halfwages,run away,he is tobe purſuedand 
burnt in the face with ſome letter for a marke. = 


——_— 
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If any mariner do commitany outrage tothe Maſter, he is tobe ſeuerely puniſhed 
according to the offence. And ifthey combine or conſpire againſt the Maſter, wher. 
by he may be driven into ſome other harbour , or receiue greatdetriment tothe ſhip 
and goods,all is tobe puniſhed both by wages,life,and goods accordingly. 

If the ſhipbecome aſlailed by Pirats or Frybuters, the mariners are to defend the 
ſame,and to aſſiſt the Maſter : and if they be found partakers in the taking of the ſayd 
ſhip,they are to be beheaded for it. 

If a ſhip be indangerat ſea by tempeſt or ſtorms, the mariners are todo their vtter- 
moſt endeauours to helpe the Maſter to ſaue the ſhip and goods : and if caſt away, to 
helpe to ſaue the furniture thereof, as alſo the goods and merchandiſes, and of them 
to have ſome recompence tor the ſauing : and for default,tobe puniſhed by all means 
whatſocuer. | 

When a ſhip is to be prepared or ſet forth, it muſt be done with a free and gonad wil, 
and that all things may be bought at the beſt hand ; wherein one or more perſons may 
be employed with the Maſter, taking care to beſtow all things in conucnient place, 
with the conſent of the Owners, that the fleſh bee well ſalted and preſcrued, and all 
Co victuals prouided to be ſhipped at the appointed time,all with good arder and 

irecgion, | 
But when a Maſter of a ſhip doth viguall in ſome other country where he hath no 
Owners,he muſt alwaics buy all things as good as be can,and thereof keepe alwaies a 
true and iuſt account, wherein if hee be found to deale fraudulently,hee is to be punit- 
ſhed for a theefe. Y 
| Therefore to prepare all things whereby a Voyage may bee ſaoner accompliſhed, - 
the Magiſtrates are to take care as well as the Owners,to further the ſame, ſo that the 


' Merchant or the Fraighter of the ſhippe making the Goods ready to be laden, may 
- Hnde the ſhip ready at the appointed time agreed vpon, vpon forfeiture of the whole 


fraight. X 
No Maſter of a ſhip ſhall for himſelfe alone, or his Owners,deale or lade any metr- 


chandiſe and goods in the ſhip,without the knowledge of the fraighter of the ſhip,but 
do all things orderly. 


And whereas it may happen that in the preparing of the ſhip ſome of the Owners 
may not agree tothe ſame , moſt voices ſhall ouer-rule the ſame, as the maner is in all 


 feaLawes,and then mony may be taken vpon the ſhip for his part,by Bottommary,cal- 


led Fenus Nauticum. 


_ .. The Maſterofa ſhip hath no power to take vp money by Eottommarie in places 
where his owner or owners dwell, vnleſſe it were for ſo much only as his part commerh 
vato in the ſaid ſhip,otherwiſe his own goods, and not the ſhip, is to anſwer the ſame, 
_ But when a Maſter is out of his Countrey, and where hee hath no Owners, nor ally 
goods of theirs, nor of his owne,and he cannot finde meanes to take vp by exchange, 
or Otherwiſe, and that for want of money the voyage might be ouerthrowne;rhen may 
he take mony vpon Bottommarie,and all the owners are liable thereunto,otherwiſe he 
ſhall bearethe loſle. | | 
When ſhips do enter into Admiraltic one with another, whoſocuer breaketh the 
Admiraltie, 1s bound to anſwer the damage which ſhall bappen thereby : if hee haue 
1t not in mony,he ſhall make ſatisfaRion by all other means. 


Of goodscaſl, Ifa ſhipat ſea be in danger, foas goods muſt be thrown ouerboord, theſe caſt goods 


are to be anſwered by ſhip and goods, as an Averidge, wherein the owners and goods 
oh boord pay all pro rata. | 

Ifa Maſtercut his maſts or failes by ſtormy weather,the Merchant is to'beare part 
of the lofſe ; but not if themaſtdo breake;or the ſailes be blowne ouer-boord. 

Therating of the goods loſt,or to be caſt intoan Averidge, is to be reckoned vpon 
the ſhip,as the ſame £ valued to be worth,and that for ſo much as hee muſt take the 
fame, if the Merchants will ſuffer it, and the like tobe done in the appraiſement of 
goods,and the ſhips fraight. | 

When Merchants goods are taken atthe ſeas, ſome of one man, ſome of another 
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hip breake on the ſeas, or bee caſt away, wheteby ircatinot make his Voyage,” of thipmrack; | 
then there is but halfe fraight due for the goods ſaned, og. 
* Whena Ship receiuerh damage vpon the ſea, by the Maſters negligence, and brin- us, 
geth neuertheleſſe the Merchants goods home, the Maſter is tohaue his full fraight : 
but for the goods which he bringeth nor, there is no fraighe due; and if any be dam- 
nified, he is to make good the damage. | DR EEE SY 
Ifany man findeany ſhip-wracke goodsvpon the coaſt, or imthe ſeas,driuing neere 
the ſhip, and fiſheth vp the ſame, he isto anſwer the ſame to the neft Magiſtrate, or 4 
juriſdiQion thereunto adjoyning,be it towne or countrey,and the finder ſhall haue for > 
his labour and paines the twentieth part. Burt if it be ſtolne goodsvponithe eps, then 
he is to have part. 1 | | 0045.) RS 
© 'Wheathere is ſhipwrecke apparant to be on the ſeas, the Maſter,is toltethe x 
ſobs tobe landed firſt, then to ſaue the goods, tackle, apparrell and all thefurniti 
and of thatwhich is ſaued, conſideration for it is to be made by the arbitrement 
honeſt men, I - LM 10,062.80 aftanfili.. 
_ If) much be ſaued of the ſhips furniture as the fraight commethvacogthen are full 
wages to be paied tothe Mariners, EIOC Cu Weg EO a6 
' Whentwo ſhips at ſea cannot ſhunne one anorher,and both ſuſtaine damage,vpon Of other da- | 
proofe made by oath not to be wilfully done, it isended  _.;;:;.; —_— the 
If a ſhip vtider ſayle dorun vpon another ſhip at anchor,and finke the ſame,orcom- 
mit other darhage, the partie offending ſhall pay for all, and the ſhip ſhall alſo,be lia- 
ble thereunto,accarding to indifferent judgement, encore 3: ono] .vajgy 
© If by torme a Ship breake looſe and run vpon another,and indamage the ſame, the 
lofle to be repaired as zforeſaid. Ot: capt nom ood 010519 -2h0 
| If a Ship receiue damage by the anchor of another Ship hayinghis boy, the fame 
15 to pay the damage ; = if both Ships be 1n faulr, then the ſame ro be borne propa», 
tiona Iy. | acy wet ; 
When a Ship is ſafely arriued at his place of diſcharge, the Mariners are tobedilj. Of difcher2 | 
gent to looke to their diſcharge,vpon paine of halfe wages. 1110/0 451908 eaoeveats Cad delivering 
No Maſter ſhall fell any of the Ships vicuals, vnlefſe ir were to prevent ſome loffe, of goods. 
and ſo bring the money ro account, or vpon neccflitie of others. to helpe them in di- 
ſtreſſe; and the remaining vicualshee is todeliver ro the Owners, and the; Mariners 
ſhall take no part thereof after diſcharge, and the purſer of the Ship is to laokeco the 
ſafe keeping of it. *0.9/5:00 07; wood anal 31 
TheMariners are not to caſt the ballaſt into the water, but ta cauſe rhe ſametobe 
carried tothe appointed place. FEY 104) toD.15 Why 
The Mafter is todcliuer inſtantly (vpon his diſcharge) a true account, &e-...; -. -- or Ag 
The portage of Mariners ſhall not be allowed for Spaine nor France,$&c. but.when of wwe lading 
they are laden with falt, then they may have it homewagds, -,.. _...; :.. *© 
The Mariners deſcruing well, are to haue certaine extraordinary wages, and in all ofwagerax- 
we raed any - to be prouided for z all which is agrecable to the fea lawen footWains, | | 
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dias CHAP Xxxilj, 
}f Nanigation and Communitie of the Seas, 
Raffickeand Commerce (without Nauigation) would be of ſmall mo- 


RR WM mett': therefore even as. God the Author and Creator of all chiogs, 
YN hath madeof the waters and earth on perfe& globe, for their more mu- 
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©) 19899 tuall ſetuice ro mansvſe; ſohath hee alſodiftributed bis ſeuerall and 
ORSS diftin& Bleſſings codivers Climars, to the end that (by ſupplyingthe 
01101024 barrennefſe of ſomethings in one country, with rhe ſuperfluities and 
fuitfulneſſe of other countries) there might be a communication and entercourſe be- 
tweettealtnations;'by-way of Trafficke and Commutrarion of things interchangeably, 
. Whereby one common-weale ſhould live with another; ſo that Trafficke betweeneall 
TheLawof people (having peace onewith another) is free,” Andaccording tothe comman righe 
Kavons. of mankinde, 7ure Gentium, the Nauigation through all the world, is no lefle free and 
peri to'cuery one;than the vie of the ayre. God having ſo diſpoſed of the fouxe Ele- 
ments/twotoſwintaboneimans head ; and two tolie vnder his feet, the Earth and the 
Water. Hence it proceederh,that paſſage.both vpon'Land and Sea through all Chri- 
ſian regions, is and hith beche ſo indifferently'permitted to all perſons of all Nati- 
ONS, even to Turkes, ewes, Barbarians, and Pagans, (not beeing profeſſed enemics) 
ſtch ach lefle tobe reſttairied therefore of Chriſtians in all reſpe&s,borh by land and vp- 
oi theſeas; voderſtanding the great maine Ocean ſeas, which cannot be hindered bur 
.... .. bytheright ofwarres. 
- 4-2: * ThisexElentarr of Navigation is now ſo much praiſed and knowne, that the 
its A Vous es heretofore performed by Sir Francis Drake Knight, and after him by Maſter 
oe” Can ſh hs py about the globe of the earth in lefſe then three yeares time, is 
becomenomatter of admiration; and may be done in farre ſhorter time, as daily ex- 
perience dorh proue,-" he 
0 MaracHousis that naturall propertic of the Magnes,called alſo Loadſtone,or Ada- 
Oftheyariaz mant ſtone, whereby the needle of the Compaſſe being touched, immediately tur- 
-- hal n&htoformeone'cettaine point of the heauens, and after ſundry motions hither and 
22:1 4:0 WMither,findeth reſtonly in one place and point. And albeit this point in ſeuerall Ho- 
| 4-2, 04-2 .. Tiſons be different;Yer in any one Horizon jt remaineth permanent; and therefore it 
4: :- plaitiely appeareth, that the ſame proceedeth of ſome eonſtanc permanent cauſe nitu- 
_ _ rall;& not of any vncertain cauſe accidentall;but what this cauſe ſhould be,is hitherto 
- --" -- viktione; Themoſtprobableand beſt allowed, is the point Attra&iue,which ſhou'd 
be of fach vertte as todrawv the needle tonched, alwaics towards the ſame point;affir- 
ming that there is a great rocke of Magnes ftone, diſtant from the pole certaine gra- 
des. I haue of late yeares ſeene a Magnes ſtone (which the partie ſaid to haue had 
from a rocke in Sweathland) which weighed not much more than one pound, and 
ſuch was the Attra&tiue power of it, that thereby an Anchor of thirtie pound weight 
was drawne vp, as my ſelfe and divers others haue made triall of; howſocuer,this Ma- 
themaxicall reaſon following,is worthy the conſideration of a good judgement. 
 Asthe Axis of theearth, notwithſtanding all other motions, remaineth (as it were) 
1mmoueable; and yet in reſpe& ofthe Sphericall forme of the earth in euery ſeuerall 
Horizon maketh a line Meridionall, by reaſon of the Se&ion made in the ſuperfices 
of the Horizons, by Meridians, hauing all that Axis as their common Diameter : So 
may italſo come to paſſe of the line of the needle, and his variation, the needle being 
alwaies permanent in one plaine ſuperfices, according to the ſeuerall Seaion o the 
LES Pane 
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_ plainewherein it reſteth, and the Horizon there may continually be made, in euery 
plaine new variations : For a ſimile, as in a paire of ballace of equall weight, there is a 
certaine motion too and fro, before they finde their true place of reſt (the ſame being 


onely inthe leuell of the Horiſon) which commeth to paſſeby the Attractiue Cen- 


ter of the earth , who drawing vntohim either weight with like force,finding the fub- 
ſtance like alſo, compelleth them toreſt in the ſuperficies, likediſtaot from that Ar. 
tractiue Center : ſo in the needle, being a body indned with two feuerall properties, 
the one of Grauitie and the other of Leuitie,which being equally peized, forcerh him 
to abide in the Horizon the other being Magneticall and recetued by the touch, 
cauſeth him toreſt alway in that one Meridian to the Magnes appropriate ; it thereb 
commeth to paſſe,that after ſundry ballancing this way and that way, it onely ſertle 
inthe common ſe&ion of this peculiar Meridian and Horizon. So thateuen as in 
Dialls, the line of the ſtile onely accordeth and concurreth with the Meridian line, 
inſuch asare void of declination (bur in all ſuch plaines as aredeclinatory, the line 
of the Stile varicth from the Meridian line; and the ſame Angle of variation alſo al- 
treth as well inreſpe& of inclination as declination) ſo it may be ſuppoſed this vari- 
ation of the Compaſſeto be nothing elſe bur the Angle comprehended betweene the 
Meridian line,and the common Se&ionof rhe Magneticall Meridian to the Horizon, 
in the Horizonceall plaine, and this Angle to be alwaies exacly equall tothe An- 
gle contained of the Meridian line, and line of the Stile, the Longitude of the place 
proponed, accounted from the Magneticall Meridian, being equall to the declination 
of the Dialls plaine ſuperficies, making computation from Sonth to Eaſt circularly, 
and the Latitude of the place equall to the complement of the inclination of rhe ſame 
ſuperficies Horologicall, wher -in every manat his pleaſure may judge with vnder- 
ſanding, if he have taſted bur of the firſt principles of the Mathematickes or Coſmo. 
graphy. And hauing made menrinon of the Attratiue Center, I call ro memory a 
conference, which in the yeare 1606 (being in Yorkeſhireabout the Allome Mines, 
and certaine Lead Mines in Richmondſhire) paſſed betweene the Archbiſhop of 
Yorke, Doctor Matthew, and my ſelfe, in preſence of Ralph Lord Eure, with whom I 
went to Yorke to congratulate the ſaid Archbiſhop newly come co that See, which 
was concerning the Center of the Earth, which he ſaid was vaknowne vato him wbar 
to conjecture of it z whereupon we centred into a large diſcourſe, infomuch that from 
the loweſt Center, we did clime and aſcend to the higheſt Clymgte by imaginarie 
concelts('or fo is all the ſtudie of the Circle of the Zodiacke,& tt appropriation of 
the twelue Signes therein: ) and after many reaſons of the earths ftabilitie, againſt 
the Pichagorians and Copernicus dodrine of Mobilitie (that is to ſay, Whetherthe 


Heavens move, and the earth refteth immoueable, or the earth moue, and the great 
Orbeof Stars be permanent mentioned before) we did finde all this tobe imaginarie, 
| andinthatconfideration and imagination we did diſcend to the lower Center againe; 
and thereupon conclude, That whereas the Center is taken to be as a poititof a great 
Circle, and ſoall weightie things falling thereunto, it may as well bea great Curcle 
whereuponall other Orbes runne in circumference circularly: Secing that the carth 
and waters together make the perfe& Globe as aforeſaid,and all weightie things may 
be inclining tothat Circle.- But this matter becing not concerning Nauigatian, let. 
vsreturne againe to our obſeruations, That the maine Ocean Seas are commaato all 
Nations as the paſſages are on the Land,to be nauigated for Trafficke and Commerce, 
yetnoone mancan Trafficke with any Nation without their conſent. 
Concerning the Art of Nauigation, Mariners haue one great imperfeRion, that 
Is, the want of exa@ rules to know the Longitude, or Arkes Itinerall,Eaft and We ſt, 
without the which they can neithertruely giue the place or (cituation of any Coaſt, 
Harbour, Rode, or Towne , nor in ſayling diſcerne how the place they ſayle vnto bea- 
reth from them,or how farre it is diftant : whereby they are inforced long before they 
come toany Coaſt, all night to ſtrike ſayle, not otherwaies than if they were vpon ut, 
thereby loſing the benefit of proſperous windes, in ſuch ſort ſomerimes, that whereas 
keeping a true courſe,they might haue been quietly at road,they are by —_—_ ar 
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aduerſe tempeſts carried farre off, and fo not without great charge to the Owner, 
paine to the Company, and perill to their Ship are enforced to waſte their time 
which of late yeares by ſome new Chartes and Inſtruments is in ſome part amended, 
albeir che ſaid Chartes are ſtill deſcribed with ſtraight Meridian lines running equi- 
diſtant or parallell, which is erronious : and they ſuppoſe that running vpon any of 
their points of the Compaſle, they ſhould paſſe inthe circumference of a great Cir- 
cle, and therefore in the plaine Cardes deſcribe thoſe windes with ſtraight lines, 
which is another abuſe. For the Ship ſteming the North and the South, onely ma- 
keth hercourſe in a great Circle Eaſt or Welt ſhe deſcribeth a parallell, and being 
ſtirred on any other meane point ſhee delineateth in her courſe a Curue or Helicall 
line, neither ſtraight nor circular,but mixt of both: which ſuppoſition being well ob- 
ſerued, betweene two different Angles of variation, and conferred with ſome ſuch 
third Angle ofa Curue line, euery degrees ſayling or thereabouts, will ſhorten their 
courſe of ſayling, that (with like winde and weather) they ſhall performe that in twen- 
tie foure houres, wherein they ſpend aboue three or foure daies, and many times the 
Voyage'is thereby loſt and ouerthrowne, As I made Sir Francs Drake Knight to take 


notice of, in the yeare 1587, and after that more ſenſibly to Sir Walter Rawleizh 
Knight, | 
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Of the diſtin Dominions of the Seas. 


SOgHY Las the Philoſopher, perceiving that Equalitie would bee the 
| , cauſe that euery may ſhould have enongb,was of opinion,and wil- 
2) led all things in a Common-wealth to be common , whom Sir 
TR Thomas Moore in his Vtopian Common-weale ſeemeth to imi- 
S&T] INS JD YH tate, to the end that an infinite number of Lawes already made, 
4a &7 F& and the making of ſo many new Lawes as daily are made might 
Pg as go beaboliſhed; whereasall of them are not ſufficient for euery man 
roenjoy, defend and know from another mans, that which he cal- 
leth his owne proper and priuate goods. But finding afterwards that this Equalitie 
could not bee eſtabliſhed, and that many other inconueniences ſhould ariſe thereby, 
hedid wiſely reuoke the ſame in his ſecond Common-wealth. For the fame was ne- 
ucr vſed inany age, nor by the Word of God commanded, when from the beginning 
Hewilled man to ſubdue the earth, and rule over the fiſh. And againe after the Flood, 
willing manto repleniſh the earth, and for the better performance thereof ſcattering 
Mankindeat the building of the Tower of Babell, ouer all the face of the earth, diui - 
ding the Iles of the Nations into their ſeuerall Lands, God being the Author of Na- 
ture, as alfo of the diviſion : Infomuch that when Mankinde was propagated to an in- 
finite number of Creatures, and things vpon the earth nor ſufficient for their ſuſte- 
nance, thenof neceſſitie followed the vſe of Trading vpon the Seas, both for Fiſhing 
and Ngotiation ; which could nor be done if all things had beene common, neither 
on Land,nor vpon the Seas, which thereupon became diuiſible, in places of Fiſhing, 
but not inthe maine great Seas, which is common toall Nations (lure Gentium) aSin 
the precedent Chapter is declared , not that the words intend any Law ſer downe by 
common conſent of all Nations, but onely denoteth vnto vs the example or cuſtome 
of other Nations in ſayling and trafficking ouer the Seas, wich commodities reared 
vpon the Land and by the Seas joyning thereunto, and not in the maine Ocean Seas 
where no fiſhing can be vſcd ; whereby the properties of both Lands and a Fo 
ery” i 1110- 
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diſtinguiſhed by the ſaid Law of Nations, agreeable inthis particular with the Law 
of God;For the Morall Law prohibiting theft and the coueting of other mens goods, 
doth declare the ſaid propertic. And the Ceremoniall Law, willing cuery man to 
make ſacrifices of his owne,doth confirme rhe ſame. 

The meanes which God hath appointed, to make this diſtinQionof the Domani- 
ons vpon the Seas, areas certaineas the menſuration of the Land whereunto the Sea 
is adjoyning, and in proprietie to be eſteemed accordingly, taking thetr names of the 
| Countries and Kingdomes adjacent,or of their ſcituation ; as Mare Britawnicum, Mare 
Germanicum, Mare Hibernicum, and for ſcituation, Mare cHediterraneum, obſerued by 
Coſmographers, Hiſtoriographers, and Mathemaricians : this is performed with the 
helpe of the Compaſſe,counting of courſes, ſoundings,colour of the grauell or ſands, 
and other waies to deſigne Finitum ab infinito : ſo farre as is expedient for the certaine 
reach and bounds of Seas, properly appertaining toany Prince or people ; wherein the 
DoGors of the Ciuile Law haue recorded excellent obſeruations. Bald: ({aith, 7 id;- 
mus de jure gentium,in M are eſſe Regna diſtinia, ſicut interra Anda, : 

Bartolus doth in his opinion allow for Princes and people at the ſea-fide Centur 
miltiaria, which is one hundrerh leagues of ſea from their coaſt, if they extend their 
prote&ion ſo farre,called by them Diſtrif#us mari & territorium, which is moſt plaine 
in thoſe ſeas where the Iſles of Garneſey and Iarneſey are ſo ſenſible and viſibleto the 
realme of England,or where there are ſuch rockes or eminent Markes as the VVaſhes 
at the Weſt {eas thereof; to which purpoſe Paulus a renowmed Ciuilian ſaith, That 
It is not needfull for him who wool poſſeſſe himſelfe of any land, to goe about, and 
tread ouer the ſame bur it is ſufficient toenter invpon any partthereof,witha minde 
fo poſſeſle all the reſt therof, cuen to the due marches,to be made apparant by the in- 
ſruments of Geometricians. And the like may be deſigned vpan the ſeas, notwith- 
Nanding the ſoliditie ofthe one,and the continugll lowing too and fro of the other. 

This diſtin&ion of dominion having continued ſo many hundreth yeares, needeth 
not to becorroborated with other proofe and arguments : yet let vs note Obzzer, That 
if the ſame were not diſtinguiſhed as aforeſaid, one borne vpan the ſeas ſhould haue 
no countrie or nation to appeale vnto, and a dying inteſtate vpon the ſeas, ſhould mi- 
nifter occaſion of queſtion to know who ſhould adminiſter his goods ; and making 
ofa Will,how the ſame ſhould be proued and executed by Law, without approbation 
of ſome court or juriſdiction :whereas we finde many Admiralls of the ſeas, and their 
ſcuerall juriſdictions vpon the ſeas, as deputies to their Princes or States, who are al- 
waies abſolure Commanders in their precin&s, according to the treaties and con- 
tracts made betweene Princes,which are in the nature of lawes, and inſeparable of the 
{aid Princes right on the land, concerning the poſſeſſion of their Kingdomes or Com- 
mon.weales,as the fundamentall cauſe of their dominion,wherein difcontinuance(of 
any part of their right) cannot be pleaded againſt them. The Kings of England ne- 
uertheleſſe have beene prouident and carefull herein : for Hiſtoriographers haue re- 
corded, That King Edzar (one of the Saxon Kings long before the Conqueſt) made 
a {uruay yearely of the foure great ſeas, and ſiled himſelfe Lord thereof even vorill 
Norway, and his progreſſe was moſt toward the North. Ir is alſo affirmed, That the 
ſaid King Edzar cauſed an inſcription to be made vpon his Tombe for a monument, 
calling himſelfe Dominus quatuor Marea : andas Papinianthe Turiſconſalt faith, 1 fina- 
lib queſtionibus vetera monumenta ſequenda ſu#t.But this for the dominion of the kings 
of England ouer their ſeas,is not needfull. For afterwards 7Filiam Duke of Norman- 
die, after he had ſubdued therealme of England by conqueſt, cauſed himſelfe not on- 
ly to be proclaimed King, but alſo thatall the goods of the ſubjects were his,and ſo 
cauſed the land tobe diuided, and yet was contented to change the title of a Monar- 
chieby conqueſt intoa MonarchicRoyall,and was alſo Lord of the ſaid foure ſeas, by 
the former aſſumpſir, which had then continued 200 yeares ; and his progreſle by ſea 
was moſt Weſtward, For when Princes or Kings do ſtile themſelues by Proclamart- 
on, then the continuance thereof (without oppoſition of other Princes) is holden and 
obſcruedas inuiolable and permanent. | Lad 
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| Grafuont Now King Hevry the ſecond ſucceeding William the Conqueror, within one hun- 
| Chronicle. Jreth yeares,did joyne Ireland tothe crowneof England, and did reduce Normandie 
and other places in France to the crowne, taking (as ie were) a new poſſcfſion of the 
ſaid ſeas: and Herry the firſt cuery yeare, or within three yeares at the furtheſt, croſſed 
| ouer into Normandie,hauing taken Rober: Duke of Normandie priſoner. 
| Chro.Malmeſ®» Inthe time of King Edvard the third, there was a diſputation held with France,con- 
| ET Hanward, cerning the fiſhing of the ſeas about Britraine: in which ir was proued to belong to 
| By ancicnt re- England, and thereupon France diſclaimed therein,as appeareth by the ſaid King £4- 
| _— | wardthe third his Proclamation yet extant, Vhich arguments and contraQts are as 
| * __ alaweffeQuall. Ang herein I muſt remember the ſingular care which the rightre- 
| A rare booke Uerendfather in God doQor Abbot (now Archbiſhop of Canterbury,8& Metropolitan 
| ps England) hath had, 1n procuring (at his great charges for the good of our poſteritic) 
| bothopofCan- AN Excellent great Volume or Manuſcript which was heretofore taken at Calais in 
terburic; France when the Spaniards tooke the ſame, C4n»0 1596, and caried to Bruxels in the 
| " Low-countries, whereof I haue had the peruſall, and made an AbſtraQ of the Chap- 
| ters of the ſame,viF, The treaty of Peace betweene Edward the third, King of Eng- 
land,and 74s King of France,for themſelues and their eldeſt ſons, namely ZEawardthe 
Blacke Prince of Wales, and Charles Duke of Normandie Regent the French King 
his father being priſoner to the ſaid King Edward: which Treatie was made the cighe 
of May 1360, in Britanie neere Chartres, ard confirmed at Calais ; whereupon 11x- 
teene Hoſtages were giuen to the King of England, by the French King, whowas to 
come thither in perſon, and to pay three millions of crownes for his ranſame, of two 
crownes to be reckoned for an Engliſh noble, called in King Hezry the eight bis time 
| Theranfome Angell noble, being ſome 750000 # ſterling. The ſhip whereof vpon the one ice, 
_ —._ did fignifie the dominionot the ſeas, whereunto old Chaucer the Poet did allude in 
| ' Hen) the fitth his time, This mony was to be paied, to wit, fix hundreth thouſaid 
crownesat Calais, within foure Moneths after King 7ohns arriuall there, more, foure 
bundreth thouſand crownes withio the yeare, and ſo much yearely vatill the full pai- 
ment made within the citie of London, being the Kings Chamber, 
After this follow the particular Letters for the deliveric of ſeucrall Countries and 
Townes, as Caours, Carfin, Monſtreull, Calais, Rochell, Turaine, Poitiers, Poitou, 
Xantes, Xantogne, Dagonois, Perigort, and diuers others, beſides many letters concer- 
ning the French Kings libertie, and his Hoſtages, and of the homage to be made by 
the Earles and Barons to the King of England (who remaineth with the title of So- 
veratgnetie and Domayne) beſides many other memorable things ; ſo that all mar- 
ters concerning the ſeas and land were eſtabliſhed for thoſe ſeas : and King Edvard 
tooke fix pencea tunne for ſiſhing ſhips. King Hezry the fifth who did conquer all 
 France,and hadthe poſſclion of c Mare Bretanicum, loſt nothing of his right ; nomore 
he: Holing: did Henry the fixth, and King Heyry the ſeuenth, as may appeare by their Proclamari- 
Chr.Froifcart, ONS, Treaties, and Contracts nor onely with the French, but with the Archdukes of 
Ga:ccard!in, Burgondie,as by Guiccardins Chronicle,or Hiſtoricall deſcription of the Low-coun- 
++ any tries appeareth. And as Door Dee in his booke of Nauigation affirmeth,King Henry 
the ſcuenth inconſideration of the fiſhing trade,properly belonging vnto England(in 
his ſeas and dominions) had reſolued to ſettlea trade thereupon, which he preferred 
| aboueall Voyages , for in thoſe daies, there was no fiſhing trade eſtabliſhed in the 
By origlnall Low-countries. And it is not yet one hundreth yeares complear, that one 7 zoler, Ste- 
antiquitice  phens,and Other diſcontented Fiſhmongers departed the Realme of England,and went 
into Holland to the Towne of Enckbuſen, where they procured the inhabitants to 
fiſh for them, in his Majeſtiesof great Brittaine ſeas,ſftreames, and dominions: which 
inhabitants (vpon the diceaſe of the ſaid Engliſh-men Fiſhmongers) rooke the whole 
crade to themſelues, diſperſing the ſame into many other Townes, whereby the ſame 
is admirably increaſed. Queene Marie being married with King Philip the ſecond of 
Spaine (vnder whom all the ſeuenteene Low Provinces were vnited) granted a leaſe 
vnto the ſaid King for the fiſhing of his ſubje&s in the North parts of Ireland, for 
One and twentie yeares, for a certainefine, and paying one thouſand pound yearely 
Fn | Cn: into 
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into the Treaſurie of. Ireland, and Edward Finton Knight then Treaſurer, And-the 
Companie of the old Haunce 7» primo of the ſaid Queene «Marie hadallolibertieto 
fich within the ſaid ſeas, vpon certaine conditions, as appeareth inthe Chappell of 
the Rolls of the Chancerie. And for England Northwards, licences were gwen at 
Scarborough Caſtle,  __ 

To this diſtinion of dominion of the Seas, I call tomemorie o® proceedingsof 
that victorious King Hezry the eight, whoduring the time that Calais was vnderthe 
Crowne of England (as it hath beene full 211 yeares) ved the invention of the ſigne 
of the Portcullis , fignifying the power of locking vp of the narrow Seas betweene 
Douer and Calais, which was thought conuenient tobe vſed vpon thecoyne made for 
the Eaſt-Indies, at the beginning of that trade, being pieces of rhe value of eight 
Royals of Spaine, whereof there was coyned 1n the Tower of London for a triall (in 
Ianuarie T1600) ſome fix thouſand pounds, which could not be made curranc there, 
becauſe the Spanith pieces of eight Royalls had beene before that rime coutfterfei- 
ted by other Nations, which mad<the Eaft-lndians to doubt of ourcoyne, alchough 
without cauſe, This noble King Herrie (bauing procured the Emperour Charles the 
fifth romeer wicththe French King) went ouer in perſon with a great power to beſiege 
the towne of Bulloigne in France, and when he ſaw that the Emperours Tentor Pauil- 
lion was made with the two pillers of Hercules, and the inſcription Plas whra * and 
likewiſe the French Kings Tent with the chree Flower-deluces, and the title of | Pri- 
. wwe Chriſtianorum Rex, He cauſed an Archer to be made vpon his Pauillion with Bow 
and Arrowes, and his inſcription was Cui adherio prerſt, declaring thereby his preſent 
ſtrength whereby he did qualifie thoſe warres;and peace was tnade beryeene the Em- 
perour and the ſaid Prench King, it being truerhar the Rare of a Princedothas much 
conſiſt by reputation, as by ſtrength. DX I 

. Our Soveraigne Lord King /ames, hath alfobeene mindfull of his right of diſtin 
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dominion ; forthe great bleſſings which almighty God hach allotted co the King: 
domes of Great Britraine, Ireland, and the Iſles adjacent vnder his Majefties Pominr- 
ons, is ſoviſibletoall the world, as that thereby they are rauiſhed wich admiration, 
Foralbeit that the earthly bleſſings are produced in ſeaſonadle times : yet the ble. 
fingsof the Seas are direQed and pointed at by the finger of God at infallible ſeaſons, 
cauſing thoſe watery creatures to offer themſelues for our ſuſtenance, and for the ge- 
nerall good of all creatures in places certaine,within his Majeſties Seas,Streames,and 
Dominions, and nor into the maine where fiſhing cannotbe effeted. Whereupon 
his M:j=ſtie before his comming into England, did let the fiſhing of Scotland tothe 
Hollenders for fifteene yeares, it being agreed by more ancient Treatiſe betweene 
them, that the fiſhing then agreed vpon ſhould be eighty miles from the Coaſt,to the 
end the Scoles of Herrings ſhould nor be interrupted. His Majeſtie inthe fourth 
yeare of his Raigne of Great Brittaine, made a Grant toone Colyn:of Couentrie for 
twentie one yeares for the fiſhing in ſome parts of Ireland :and the like Grants haue 
beene made for the Iſles of Garneſey and Iarneſey,according tothe Common Lay of 
England, which (inthis point concerning his Majeſties right of Dominion) is very 
copious, the handling whereof Tleaue to the leatned and judicious of the ſaid Law. . 
Inthe ſeuenth yeare of his Majeſties ſaid raigneghis Highneſle cauſeda Proclama- 
tion to be made,concerning his Dominion of fiſhing, which being compendtous and 
ſubRantiall,I thought convenient here to be inſerted Yerbatir. | 


LN 


Ik MES, By the Grace of God, King of Great Brittaine, France, and treland, Defender ofthe 
KA. Faith, &rc. To all and ſingular perſons towhom it may appertaine, greeting. " Although TT 
doe ſafficiently know, by Our experience inthe Office of Regall dignitie (in which by the fauonr 
ef Almighne God We hane beene placed andexerciſedtheſe many yeares) as aiſs by obſ:ruaiion 
which We hane made of other Chrifien Princes exemplary att:ons, how far the abſolutenes of our 


Sexeraigne Power extendeth it ſelfe, Andthat in regard thereof We need nat to yeeld account to 


oO 


any perſon under God, for any attion of Ours which is lawfully grounded vponthat inſt prer0ga- 
Hue :Te ſach hath ener bin,and ſhalt be Our care ind defire1o gine ſathifaction t6'Onr neighbour 
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Princes and friends.in any attion which may haue the leaſt relation to their Subjetts and Eſtates: 
«We haue thought good(by way of friendly Premonition) to declare vnio them all and to whons- 
ſoeucr it may appertaine, as followeth, pies | | | 
Whereas, We haue beene contented,fince Our _ to the Crowne, tV tollerate an indiffe- 
rent & premfagynes of libertic to all Our friends whatſoencr t o fiſh vpon Our Streams,and 
 w/p01 any of Our Coaſts of Great Brittaine, Ireland, andother adjacent Iſlands, ſo farre forth as 
the permiſ:onor wſe theraf mig ht not redound tothe impeachment of Our Prerog atiue Royall,nor 
tothe hurt and damage of Our Jouing Subjects,whoſe preſeruation and flouriſhing eftate We hold 
Our ſelues principally boundto aduance before all wordly reſpetts » ſo finding that Our contnence 
| therein hath not onely giuen occaſion of oner great encroachments vpon Our Regalities, or rather 
queſtioning of Our right , But hath beene a meanes of much daily wrongs to Our owne people that - 
exerciſe the trade of fiſhins, as (either by the multitudeof ſtrangers which doe preoccupie thoſe 
Places or by the ininries which they receine moſt commonly at ther hands) Our Subiets are con- 
ftraingdto abandon their fiſhing. or at the leaſt become ſo diſcouraged in the ſame, as they hold it 
better for thems to betake themſels's to ſome other courſe of lining. Whereby not onely diners of 
| Onr Coaſts Townes are much decaied,but the number of Mariners daily diminiſhed, whichs 6 
matter of great conſequence to Our eſtate, conſudering how much the firength thereof co nſi- 
ſteth inthe power of Shipping, andthe wſe of Nguigation. We haue thought it now, both juſt 
and neceſſarie(inreſpets that we are now by Gods fauour lineally and lawfully poſſeſſed, as mel of 
theiſlandof Great Brittaine, as of Ireland, andthe reſt of the Iſles adiacent) to bethinke Our 
ſelves of g00d and Lawfull meanes to prenent thoſe inconneniences and many others depending vp+ 
#nthe ſame, In the conſidergtion whereef,as Weare deſirous that the world may take not1ce that 
We haue no intentionto deny Our neighbours and allies, thoſe fruits and benefits of peace aud 
Þprendſhip which may be inſtly ary, at Our hands in honour and reaſon,or arc affoorded bt; 
#ther Princes mutually inthe point of Commerce aud Exchange of thoſe things which may not 
Prone preindiczall uno thems : So becanſe ſowe ſuch connenient order may be taken in thu mat. 
ter, as may ſufficientlyprouide for all theſe important conſiderations which age de endthereup- 
9% :We hae reſolued, firſt, to giue notice to all the world, That Onr expreſſe pleaſure #, that 
fromthe beginning of the Moneth of Auguſt next comming, no perſon of what Nation or qua- 
litie ſoener bring wot Our nutyrall borne Sabie, be permitted to fiſh vpon any of Our Coaſts and 
Seas of Great Brittaine, Ireland, andthereft of the Iſles adiacent (where moſt wſually heretofore 
any fiſhing hath beene) vntill. they haue orderly demanded and obtained licences from Vs, o0r - 
ſuch Our Commiſiioners as We hane aathoriſed in that behalfe, viz. at London, for Our Realmes 
of England and Ireland, and at Edenborough. for Our Realme of Scotland. Which licences Oar 
zntention is, ſhall be yearely demanded, for ſo many Veſſells and Ships, and the Tunnage ther cof, 
#s ſhall intend to Fi for that whole yeare,or any part thereof, vpon ary of Our Coaſts and S as, 
; aforeſaid, upon paine of ſuch chaſtiſement, as ſhall be fit to be inflicted pon ſuch wilfull offen- 
ers. 
Giuen at our Palaceof Weſtminſter the ſixth of May, inthe ſeucnth yeare of Our 
Raigne of Great Britraine, France and Ireland, 4#0 Dom. 1609. 


p 


By this Proclamation, is his Majeſties Right and Dominion of the Seas,expreſled 
in twowords,by Lincall and Lawfull poſſeſſion of an hereditaric Kingdome or King- 
domes,whereunto thoſe Seas are joyned and appertaining. | 


_ 
* b 


- Ir isnota Dominion obtained by anele&iue Kingdome, as Poland, Hungary, and 
others, neither is it bad by any firſt diſcouerie, wherein the Pope muſt bea media- 
rour,as Alexander the ſixth was betweene the King of Caſtile and Portugall, vponthe 
diſcouery of the Eaft and Weſt-Indies, by drawing a line vpon the Globe trom the 
Iſland of the Canaries,to make the diuifion betweene them: neither is it like to the 
Whale fiſhing in Greeneland, where ſome vpon their diſcoueric tooke neither poſlel- 
Lon, much lefle had any occupation, which maketh the ſtronger right : Neither 15 1t 
by Ziftor purchaſe, as ſome Italian Princes in the Mediterranean Seas, which doe 
ncuertheleſſe injoy both freedomeand benefit thereby ; but it is yndoubted and indi{- 

Thebeft mark putable as aforeſaid. | 

| is wen -_ Locoaghndethis Argamene, the difin& dominion ofa bondering Prince poets 
| L 


S—- 
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Seas, is beſt ſeeneby the Tribute or Taxewhich he taketh vpon fiſhing ſhips, whete- 
of we haue many preſidents. rg | 

In Rufilia many leagues from the Maine, Fiſhermen do pay great taxes to the Em- 
perour of Ruſſia,and in mioſt places none but his ſubjeRs are permitted rofiſh,and the 
Hollanders dogiuehim the tenth fiſh. 

The King of Denmarke taketh great tribute,both at Wardhouſe and the Sound. 

The Kings of Sweathlen haue done the like, which is now continued by the King 
of Denmatrke,or Norway, The Duke of Medina Sidonia taketh for' Tunyne. 

King, Edward the third of England, tooke fix pence for euery Tun inhis timewhich 
by inhauncing of the money is now 18 pence. BY 
' © Allthe bordering Princes of Italy,do take tributeof the fiſh taken within the Me- 
diterranean Seas,for their ſeuerall Territories. | | 

In Lappia,Fiſhermen dopay monies in the Sound for paſſage to ferch ir; ouer and 
" abouethe tenth fiſh. | 

' The Earle of Orkney taketh the tenth fiſh, for the Ifles of Orcades vaderhis juriſ(- 
diction : as the Fiſhermen doe to the Lords of the Manors in the Weſt parts of Eng- 
land, for Pilchards,Hake and Conger: | | WE He <2 

The States of the vnited Low-countries, doe take an Impoſition vpon fiſh taken 
within the Seas and Streames of other Princes,as alſo neere their Coaſt;and their ſub- 
jeRs trafficking with the Ruſhans, as Haunce Noblett, Haunce V an ſtracle, Robert Engle. 
grane and others,do continually pay the tenth fiſh vato the Emperour ofRuſa, _ 

Allwhich is requiſite for Merchants to know, to preuent troubles or loſſes, for the 
66g yo of ignorance doth not excuſe,as our Merchants of Kingſtone vpon Hull haue 
ound to their exceeding lofle heretofore, 


SLASZASAGHRSESCERLGEGHOCRGGE® 
____ Cuxp, nes 


Of Cuftomes, Subſidies, and Impoſitions paied 


vpon Commodities, 


2-225 Hereas Cuſtomes, Subſidies, Impoſitions, Toles, Accizes, Impoſts Cultoweivpz 
a : cd te wn © ; | on comm 

JS and other duties, by the exemplarieaQions of Princes, and Com- 1.6, aw 

/J©2 mon-weales, are due the Law of Nations , as 4 matter inherent to Lawof Ne. 

=> their Prerogatiues, becauſe they are abſolute Commanders in their 05: 

key Harbours, Hauens and Ports, where Commodities are exported : 

@ cuery Merchant is bound torake notice thereof and to obſeriic the 

= & ſame,according to the ordinances and proceedings vicd therein in 


all countries reſpeQiuely : to auoid the danger of the loſſe and forfeirure of his Com- 


modities, and to make a true calculation how to buy and ſell toprofit, obſeruing how 
much vpon the hundreth pounds in value of his Commodities (rated by the orders of 
diuers countries) the ſame amounteth vato,and to adde the ſame with the charges vp- 
on commodities,to the price 'whereat the ſaid Commodities were bought, as well 1n 
his native countrey,as in other countries where hedoth trafficke and trade. 


. . 


In Ruſſia, Denmarke and Sweathen,the Cuſtome and Ordinances is z if a Mergyant Rigorous deb 
ing or Cults 
ftomess 


do not declare all his commodities, which he importeth or exporteth, but concealet 
ſome part of them ; all the Commodiries of that kinde, are forfeited tothe Prince z 


and he ſhall finde but ſmall fauous to redeeme them. 3 
| E +9 
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Abuſe of fa- 
uourable deas 


lings; 


$tri& orders 
forCuſtomes 


| Permitted to 
breike bulke 
At Tilburice 


Nope. 


atLondon, CC, . 


In Spaine, and other Dominions ofthe King of Spaine, the comniodities concea. 
led are onely forteited,vnleſſe they be prohibired and valawfull g00ds, 

In England, Scotland,and Ireland is the like, and only the goods concealed are for- 
feited,and may be had againe vpon reaſonable compoſition, for the Statute Law gi- 
ueth authoritie to the Othcer who maketh the ſeizure, that vpon licence ſued forth to 
compound, hee may doe it ſafely for his part, which is the one moitie; and for the 
other moitie which is the Kings,Merchants are gratiouſly dealt withall, by the Iud- 
ges or Barons of the Kings Exchequer, or others thereunto authoriſed: Inſomuch thar 
1t hath happened that ſome Merchants relying vpon this fauourable dealing, haue ad- 
ventured toexpoſe their Commodities ynto the forfeitare thereof,being Commodi- 
ties which pay much Cuſtome and Impoſition: as Cambrickes, Lawnes, Tabacco, 
Cutcheneale, Venice gold Threed, and other things, becauſe they were (in a manner) 
aflured ro make compoſition vnder the ſumme which they were topay for Cuſtome 
and Impoſition, | - 


In France and Germany isthe like for concealed Commodities, whichare not de- 


| Clared inthe Cuſtome-houſe, and Tewels, and precious Stones, and Pearles are freed 


of Cuſtome, And ſowas it in England, vntill of late yeares, ſince the Cuſtomes were 
taken to Farme,and yet they pay but three pro cent. of thevalue of their appraiſemenc, 
to be rated by the Officers of the Cuſtome-houſe at London. Bur if any Merchant 
or leweller bring over any Iewells or precious Stones and Pearles, hee is to declare 
them to the Officers or Waiters of the place where he landeth, otherwiſe they will be 
ſeized (by water or land) as forfeited to the King ; wherein more ſtri& dealing hath 
beene vſcd of late, ſince the King bath letren ro Farme his moitie of the Sezures. 
So thar firſt of all the Cuſtome ot concealed goods muſt be paied, before any compo- 
ſition be made, next, the compoſition being made, then may the Informer be agreed 
withall. And no Commodities can be delivered vpon ſecuritieto the owner, as, for- 


| meerly by the Law was accuſtomed to be done , but they muſt remaine in ſome ſuffici- 


ent cuſtodie vntill the matter be tried by Law, or compounded by agreement. But 
prohibited Commodities (as Allome and other things) by Letters Patents and Pro- 
clamation, the poſſeſſion may be had, vpon ſecuritie tobe giuen to anſwer the value 
thereof, according to the appraiſement made ot them, And theſe Commodities (if 
the Maſter of the Ship doe not declare them, vpon his entrie made in the Cuſtome- 
Houſe, vpon his oath) are alſo ſubje& to the forfeiture, although they come conſig- 
ned vnto a Merchant or Fa@or vnawares, by another Merchant that knew not that 
ſuch Commodities were prohibited tobe imported, The like is it fora Merchant 
ſhipping out valawfull wares: but herein he may haue intelligence by the Cuftomer, 
before hee doe lay them vpon the water to be ſhipped. Againe, if a Merchant cartie 
money by water downe to Graveſend, with an intention ro beſtow the ſame in Bayes 
at Sandwich, or in other Commodities at Canterbury : he is firſt to declare the ſame 
inthe Searchers office, or elſe the money is.loſt, and'three times the value vpon infor- 
mation, For no money of Gold or Silver, or any forraine Coyne or Plate brought 
1nto the Kingdgme, can bee tranſported; onely for Paſſengers expences, ſome foure 
or five pounds may bee carried out. But for Commodities brought in, which haue 
pated Cuſtome, the ſame may be ſhipped out againe by Cocker, withour paying any 
more Cuſtome and Impoſition ; ſo it bee done vpon good Certificate, that it is the 
fame Commoditie, and that the propertic thereof is not altered ; and this muſt bee 


_ donewithin ſix moneths after their importation. 


All Merchants ſhips being laden, haue alwaies (time out of minde) beene permit- 
ted to breake bulke below, orat Tilburie-Hope, and to pay no Cuſtome, but for the 
goods they brought vp, or landed in England, and not for the goods which they did 
tranſport in the ſaid ſhip,or in any other veſſell or ſhip:which priuiledge and certain- 
tie of Merchants Cuſtome ought to be ſeriouſly obſerued, better than it hath beene 
of late. Andofthis and other obſeruations, Merchants and Factors aretogiue notice 
£0 their friends and Mafters,to the end they donot in iucurany danger, which(ro auo! £ 
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in ſome ſort) is effected by entring the goods vpon fight of the Cuſtomers view, by To enter 

opening of them. | "OR 
\ In Barbarie aadother places, where the Cuſtomes are paied in kinde or Species, if 

any part be concealed and notentered, that onely will be forfeited, and yet the loſſe 

isgreater, becauſe they will make choiſe of the beſt: as ior example, Suppoſea Mer- 

chant doth enter divers forts of Linnen-cloth, and concealeth ſoine pieces, the Offi- 

cers-will take both the tenth piece for the Cuſtome, arid all the-concealed pieces of 


» 


the beſand fineſt ſoxts,to your (exceeding great lofle. BY 
In the Low-countries and: Germany, as alſo in moſt places of Italie and Turkie, 
you hall onely forfeit the goods concealed, and be-permitted to compound forthem 
as youcann agree, wherein the circumſtances in ſomeplaces willbe conftdered,and the 
manner-how thegrrorgrew,orwhether it weredonewith aſct purpoſe. 
' There are alſo in divers places allowances made (as in England) vpon Wines in Allowances 
- regard of lecage of tenne or fifteene vpon the hundreth, or elſe all the Butts and Pipes wvedac” ; 
are tabefilled yp, and ſo tapay accordingly ; wherein the time of the Voyage, foule tmpoſitions, '. 
veatheyand orheraccidenesare tobe configered,ro make your compoſition therafrer, | 
- Vpon Clothes be ſhipped ont, there is allowance made of the tenth Cloth for a Allowanceyp." 
wrapper, which payeth no Cuſtome:and ſoofall other woollen Commodities,which *2Clotties, © | 
pay after the rate; as three Northerne Kerſies for a Cloth, foure Deuonſhire Kerſies, . 1 
two ſingle Dozens, one double Dozen, fix Cardinals, Pinwhites, Statutes, Stocke- 
bridges, Straites, and. Tauiſtockes, ſotire Corniſh Dozins, Penny ſtones vnfriezed, I- 
{land Doyetis,andNortherne Plaines forone-Cloth; two Bridgewaters, Corniſh and 
Deuonſhire double Dozens, Florentines, Northerne Dozens ſingle, and Pennyſtones 
Tora:Cloth;tobe vnderſtood for a ſhort Cloth coloured or white of twentie and foure 
yards ſong, weighing 60 #®vntill 64 ®, whereof Engliſs:Cuſtome was a Nople, and 
the Merchant Stranger thirteene ſhillings and foure pence, whereynto is added the 
ancient Cuſtome horetofore paied by rhe Merchants of the Steele-yard or Haunce- 2 
towhesbeing rypence;:ſo together 14 {6da'Cloth, befides the ogerlength of 3d 5 Theprereritits: 
the yard ; whick:is/of latecompriſed inthe new Impoſition of the pretermitted Cu- _ Co 4 
ſtome for weighing of Clothes,at two pence the pound;ſo thatathort Cloth paied in * Con 2 
times paſi'a Noble;and now ten ſhillings; beſides the -ouerlengrh,according to the 
weighr,afcer the faid rate at two pence for the pound : all which the Merchant ftran- 
Serpaieth double. 12; gol ( 
: Alfowhereas of late yeares, ſince the Cuſtomes weteletten to farme, all Commo- 
dities,as Sugars, Spices, Raiſons of the ſunne, and others are weighed, and thereupon Y 
' the Tarra for the Caske or Cheſt is to be allowed,and ſo'the Cuſtome is paied. There Allowance for 
onght good allowance tobe made for the ſaid Tarra,becauſe many Commodities be. Taraor Cake 
ing vnladed,and bauing taken the moiſtureof the Seas, increaſeth the weight of their i 
Cavke; ſothar Merchants pay many times cuſtome for that which they haue nor, by - 
the ſtri& dealing of Officers contrary roequitie and juſtice, if they do not warily look 
to their affaires,wherein-the Officers may alſobe excuſed. 
Now toconclude touching: Cuſtomes, we muſt conſider what they may amount 
vntovpon the hundrerh3 according to which, Merchants are to caſt vp their accounts 
fot benefitand loſſt;/as aforeſaid; 15928) Rilo TgR | —— 
The Cuſtome in Englant (called Parwa' Cuſtuma) was three pence vpon cuery Cuſtome; 
pound, thatthe Commodities are rated inthe Caſtome Booke, which is paied by 
Merchanrs ſtrangers,nowaltered paying ſixpence. CBE Mee 
'The'Subſidieorpoundage is paiced by all Merchantsof what nation ſoeuer, which. Subvdic, 
15 x2 dyponall Commodities brought in. And for-Cloth exported 6/8 d for Eng- '+Þþ 
iſh Merchants,and Merchants fixangers double. ' -./ br mt On 
Thenew. i oneftabliſhed in; the yeare 1608 isalſo r2 d yponall Commo- 1myoſition; 
dities imported; and vpon ſome Commodities exported is limited ; ſo that Cuſtome 1: 
and Snbſtdie in England is/12 <ypon the roo for Merchants firangers : beſides bur- 
leridge or ſcauage,almoſt Gne procent. more for goods inward zand for Engliſh Mer- 
chants is ten ypon the hundrerh, _ 
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The Impoſt of Wines is limited vpon the Butt, Pipe, Hogſhead,as by the Booke of 
ratcs,with the compoſition money,and other duties, | *þ | 
In Spaine and Portugall they take after diners rates for Comtnodities, ſome = or 
77 and twentie five vpon the hundreth, eſteemed to be one with another v» quintoor < 
part,or 20 pro cent, with the Alcaualla, taken from Brokeridgeto ſell them. In Bar- 
barie ſcuen procent.aboord. | . Dan. 
The Turke taketh+ part,as the Egyptians. The Venetians take 3;5,7,and ro vpon 
the hundreth with great aduiſement, and vpon the ManufaQures of other Nations 
' 14,15,and more, And the like is done in France toaduance the handie crafts man. 
The Great Impoſts demanded in the yeare r 604. by Philip thethird King of Spaine 
(of 30 vpon the 100) of French, Engliſh,and Flanders Commodities, was ſooneabo- 
liſhed, when the French King Henry the fourth did the like; for one extreame<enfor- 
Cing another is of ſmall continuance, = | 


- 


Cn av. xxxvil. 


Of Merchants Wagers, Stipulations, or Conuentions, 


FRA M4Oras muchas divers. Civilians have intreated of thisargument of 
Y&- Merchants Vagers; and made ſome Treatiſes' de Sponfionrbas, 
+ NS } where vnder matter of Afurances is compriſed: it may nat/ bee 
N><©& thought impertinentto bandle this ſubje& briefly and dinidedly 
SFHAA from Merchants Aſſurances, already declared'in;his proper place. 
2D We : Theſaid Ciuilians dodiſtinguiſh theſe Vagers or. Sponſione: 
'ANSEERS tobe threefold. We" BB enlF{c 10. 7 IE 
1 Wherea Wageris laied with a pawne in the hands ofa third perſon. '-- 
2 Where (by way of Stipulation) ſomething is giuen vpon a Wager. -.-..- 
Where a thing deliuercd or by a couenant made with another perſon, the-ſame 
is promiſed to bereſtored,and double, treble,and ren times the value thereof vatothe 
partie withwhom the Wager is made, if che matter in queſtion or doubt do not take 
| cffe&; whereof many examples may be giuen and declared, namely, 1 
Exawplesof The Great Wager betweene Cleopatra Queene of Agypt, and Marc. Anthonre, for 
| Wagers. the great expences'of a ſupper, by diſſoluing the Paragon Pearle, and drinking rhe 
| ſame,as Pliny reporteth,when Luciue Plancxs was made judge of that Wager, and pro- 
nounced that Azthonie had loft. | | | Fr 
That of Ceci»na whereof Ciceromaketh mention for the recouery of his gronnds ta- 
ken from him in. hoſtile manner by Eubuſizs and reſtored againe. 
That ſuch a Cardinall ſhall be ele&ed to be Pope, That fuch a King is dead and 
ſach a towne taken: inall which,the Wager is made by Pawne, Stipulation, or Con. 
uention,as aforeſaid ; and hereofare innumerable examples. A 
Hereupon they conclude, thatall Wagers laid muſt be for honeſt cauſes, andas it 
| were griuing for-vertuons ations ; and that theſe by the Law are to be maintained in 
[Cuſtome the the performance of the Wager, wherein Cnſtome 1s the beſt interpreter, cuct inthe 
4 nie ore- point of Law,which is conſiderable in all caſes by the long obſeruation of them, _ 
fr awiull Wa. A Wager being laid, That the Pope of Rome, or the Emperour, orany other perſo- 
Igers and vn- nage ſhall diewithin the yeare,is good in Law : but to lay Wagers, as deſirous or w1- 
__ ſhing ſome vnexpeRed euil or aduerſe fortune vato an honeſt may,or although it were 
| to an enemy, 1s neither ciuilenor naturall inthe vnderſtanding of well diſpoſed men. 
| | A Wager laid vpen the deathof a priuate' perſon, is diſallowed , but not for the 


contraGing of ay ſuppoſed or expeQed marriage,which'is lawfull, Ay 
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All Wagers laicd in lawfull games are allowable ; bur in prohibited games can- 
not be-recouered by the Cinfle Law, So Wagers made by lookers on ypon other 
mens games are diſallowed; which is the cauſe that Stipulations are made, putting 
the pawne or money downe, which is called, to ſtake downe: and if it be vpon an vn- 
lawfull game,then the lookers-on are ſubjea to punithment, as well as the gameſters. 

A Wager laid who ſhall cate or drinke moſt is valawfull. = D'. 

Ifa Gameſter ora Merchant: playing; receiue twentie 'and promiſe to gine fiftie 

. forir the next day playing, the Conuention is good.” * Wl ye, 
A Merchant laying a Wager to giue tenne for oneif ſuch a ſhiparriue within a li. 
mited time, within ſuch a Port or Hauen,is good in Law. *'' | IH 

A Wager is laid vpon the arriuall ofa ſhip in the port 'of Lixborne, and a certaine 
{um of money promiſed thereupon : it falleth-our, that thefaid - Ship is a Galeon , ſo 
deniallis made to pay the money, The Law did determine the' money ſhould be pai- 


ed,becau(e the word Ship is agenerall name, although it be'called by divers names, 


As a Notarie iscalleda Tabellion, Scriuenor,ora publike-ſeruant; 


: , 


A Wager vpona ſonneora daughter tobeborne,is good in Lawzand if it bea Her- 
mophrodite of both ſexes, then judgement is giuen according 'as the naturall incli- 
nationſhall be found to be more maſculine'or feminine. GIST 170 2 Ig 

And in all Wagers whereinambiguiticor equiuocation doth happen, there muſt 
be a naturall moderation in the conſtructionof thiem zfor an euill cuſtome loſeth her 
namc,and/becommethvſurpation,as isbefore:declared/- + 

If any man by the-inducementor fraud -ofia third perſon lay a'Wager that ſuch a 
womab ſhall be delivered of afonne,whets ſhe was already deliuered; the Wager iis not 
to be allowed; andif the Midwines are pertakers herein, they are'to be puniſhed and. 
ancurte (Crimen Stellionatus OOO OO OT Og 
 Ifonelay a Wager to.run with-another, and afterwards doth refiiſe to run, he may 
be compelled thereunto, or the:Stake is loſty for he cottmitteth no deceir,which pre- 
uentethafrand, The captation or aduancage taken vpon whrds ought therefore to be 
excluded,and wagers are tobe made in plaine termes; andtobe conſtrued according- 
Iy ; Fallere fallemteranon eff frawsl ©f 9 ohne ND 

Wagers berweene Merchantsare manyrrimes done more foy ſport and fecreation 
than for gaine : for ouer great Wapers areagainſt good manners, and may concerne a 
Merchant wuch in reputation and credit, more than the-playing for great ſuinmes of 
money, which many times Merchants doe vſe, with the obſeruation of a cotmienient 
time,and as the Prouerbe is,VWith good fortune,otherwiſe the end'of it is dangerous :; 
for a$nature produced all things induetiime,ſo is moderation required in all a&ions. 
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'Cu ap, XXXxVii.. Ee” 
Of eMerchants Markes ſet vpon.(ammodities. 


= HE marking of Merchants Commodities, either packt vp inBun- 


*>>@g for notonely by the Cuſtome of Merchants, bur alſo by the Ci- 
LA vic Law,the properticof the goods and Merchandiſes is adiudg- 

= ed to him,by whoſe marke they are marked or fealed. It 15 dange- 
LES ) rous therefore to vie another mans marke, as many times Mer- 
V-chantsdoein time of war, when they lend their names and markes 


—_ 
4 


for the preſeruation of their goods;betweene two or more contending Princes,both by 
Scaand Land, -2.1tty ot Shel I Tn & pier 


—- c— — 


| Euery 


# dles, Trufles, Caſes, Coffers or Packes, is of great importatice z | 


Ambiguitiezdt 
Fquiuotariogn | 
in Wagets, 
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Merchants 
- markes tobe 
ſet vpon their 
 bookes of 


Danger to vſe 
- another mans 
mark, KC, 


The Beare and 
Ragged ſatfe, 


The Yenetian 


Euery Merchants to ſet downe his marke vpon his Bookes of account, wherewith 
his commodities are marked.: And in{ike manner, [fa Company or Societic of Mer- 
chants doe agree vpona marke,the ſame 1s tobefct ypon the Bookes of that Sacierie: 
and if that Company dodifſolue, the faidmarke mayiemaine with the moſt ancient 
of that partner(hip,.by the cuſtome of Mexchants ; whereof the'Cmuile Law and the 
Law of Admiraltie taketh notice in their judicature; and eſpecially the Merchants 
Courts of Conſulate. And if the marke of one of the partenerſhip be vſed for all,the 
ſame vpon diſſolution of that pattenerſhip. is to returhe to the- ſaid partie 3and no 
man 15 to vie another Merchants marke,withaur eſpeciall leaue had and obtained of 
the partie whoſe marke 1t is;-For euenras: Merchants doe [aile betweene the rwo dan- 
gerous.rockes of; Scylla and Charibdis in their courſe of trafficke;when Princes are at 
variance ; So is the danger to vie another Merchants: marke withour leaue ;/becauſe 
the partie ownerol;the ſaid marke is todefend the (aid . goods, if they beraken, orto 
countenance the petſuers of che. {ute in, Law. tor them, as- farre as they in reaſon'may 
require, otherwiſe;the. ſaid. goods may: be loſt as ſoone as taken, For as Ships are 
knowne by thei. Flags, ando takento deatthe Seas; ſo are Merchants goods mar- 
ked with another apans marke,to bethat mans goods, although it were nor, and will be 
ſo adjudged inthe Courts ot any Admirallof the Seas experience hath proucd the 
- famebynyonorableexamples; worthy theobſcruation. -- | 

- .Inthe yeare; 1586; or thereabouts, Rekers Lord: Dudley Earle of Leiceſter was an 
| Aduenturer for Barbary, wher&he feat ſonje commodities by way of commerce; vnto 
Acerajze FaQopſthardiddeale for diuinss other -Merchants) there tobe ſold for his 
accaunt,and tompkezetutnehmo hin; of:the proucnnc thereof in Sugar and other 
; cies The;Fagor haying ſold ame of the ſaid goods (conſidering the mum 
ber of men of warre,which were thenat the Seas,and the greatneſſe of the ſaid-Barle) 
thought ggod, rhat all tht Choſts. of Sugar and other; commodities whick-hee ſenc 
home toall his. Maſters ina eqrtgine (þi p;thauld be'matked with the Earle of Leice- 
Ners marke,albeit the-leaſkpaztdidappertainevntobim;; the rather for thavthe:moſt 
part of his goods wege,yer-ynſold in Berbarie; 'The-ſhip arriving within the Riuer of 
Thames,no ſooner were the Letters delivered,but the Earle laidclaimeto' all the ſaid 
goods, pretendingtheſameto bc his becauſe of his marke:.hereupon the: Civilians 
were.of his ſideforthe pointofLaw,and:tbe-Meichanrs were compelled to make their 
beſt compoſitions with him, as they could:agree z and the Earle-loſt nothingthereby 
howlpever they ſped... adore; : 
. Incheyeare 15 97;00e Yohu de Baſſadenva;the ſonne of one of the Magvificoes of Ve- 
nice,the refidentin London, had acertainefhip whichwas fraighted for Lixborne,and 
 forogofor Venice, according as the maſter thereof was bound by a Charterpartie of 
fraightrment,and in both places to take.in all. ſuch. commodities and merchandiſes as 
the Merchant ſhould ladeorcaufe the ſaid Jhip robe laden withall, and to be difchar- 
gedar Venice with the vſniai[obndifions of ſea-lawgs:This ſhip bearing the Venetian 
Flag of the Lyon of S. Mark,was well receiued & wAcome at Lixborn,and euery man 
waswilling to ladetherin his goods for Yenice:neuerthelefſe ſome Portugals confide- 
ring the dangerous times of wat, did borrow the name of Italians and their marks alſo, 
and cauſed their goodsto be laden as appertaining to the ſaid Italians, and made the 
Bills of lading\anditheitLert6rsaccordingly ; other Portugals were not ſo prouidenr, 
bur did lade their goods in their owne names : whereupon the Maſter of the ſhip (be- 
ing ſure of the oneyand ſuſpicious of the other) reſolued to come (with all- the ſaid 
goods) firſt for England, to'take aduice whether this were a Jawfull prize or not; and 
being arriued at Plimmorh,ſent vp to know the Lords of the Councel theirpleaſure. 
So the matter came.in queſtion with the ſaid Baſſadonna,and was referred to the Iudge 
of the Admiralty,and diuers Civiliats, where the matter of the Flag was much reſpe- 
cod inregard of the Seigniorie of Venice;as matter of Stare;and rhe principal goods 
ladenand marked in the name of Italians;were adjudged cleere by rhe Law. Bur the 
other goods laden and marked with their owne markes, were taken for good prize. So 
that it behoueth all Merchants to be carefall what marke they vſe,&c. c AB1M 
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Of the Buying and Selling of Commodities by Brokers 
\ and by the Candle. 


ZEZZ T is an old Prouerbe, and very true, that betweene What will you buy ? 
LEA and what will you ſell? there is twentie in the hundreth differing in the 
RH price:which is the cauſe thatall the nations do more effe& to lel their 
| commodities with reputation by meanes of Brokers, than we doe, for 
©] chat which ſcemes to be gotten thereby, is more thag,double loſt ano- 
ther way. Beſides,that by chat courſe many differences are preuented, 
which mightariſe betweene man and man, in their Bergaines or *Verball contracts e 
forthe teſtimony of a {worne Broker and his booke together, is ſufficient to end the 
ſame. And moreouer it is many times a cauſe that Factors and Seruants deale more 
faithfully for their Maſters in buying and ſelling of all commodities, or in monies by 
exchange,knowing their euidence is extant againſt chem, Therefore no Broker ſhould 
be admitted vnleſle he were ſworne, and vpon Affidavit or Certificate made by ſome 
principall Merchants, of his ſufficiencie and behauiour, and to pur ſureties for his 
true and good demeanour amongſt Merchants, according to the cuſtowe of London, 
For albeit that the common ſaying is, T hat acraftie Merchant needeth no Broker : yet 1t 
may much concerne the Common. wealth,when too much hunting after forrain com- 
modities may increaſe the price of them, and offering our home commodities to ſale, 
may be an occaſion of vnderſelling them to the generall lofſe comparatiuely conſide- 
red, wherein (I thinke) the Billes of Entries made ſo generally common, by the co- 
ples delinered to ſhopkeepers and others, are tobe regarded. For no ſooner are the 
goodsentred in the Cuſtome-bookes,but the copie of it is deliuered abroad for cuery 
man to runne vpon them. E — 
The Venetians therefore haue an O flice, called 2/:acaria, conſiſting onely of Bro- 
kers,which deale betweene man and man aduiſedly ; and in Spaine they are of ſuch 
eſtimation, that they ride on horſe-backe vpon their foot. clothes, ard having the In- 


uoyces of Merchants goods,they will deale for great matters at a time,againſt the la- 


ding of the Fleet from Noua Eſpagna and the Iſlands of the Weſt-Indies,to be pated 
partly ready money, and nartly at the returne of the ſaid Fleet, and then afterwards 
let you vnderſtand their Merchant : and many times they are of that meanes and cre- 
dit, that for a ſmall matter they will be bound to make the debts good, if the Mer- 
chant ſhould faile, whereupon (as the Cuſtome is to haue one vpon the hundrerh) 
they will condition but double Brocage, or lefſe, Our Brokers of. London take bur 
two pence vpon the pound (which is leſſe than one p cen7.,) for the fale of Commodi- 
ties,and to hinderone another they will take lefſe , which amongſt Merchants beyond 
the Seas,is taken to be a diſorder,for they are inclined to make the' Brokers good gai- 
ners, The like is done inthe Faires of Frankford, where many Brokers do reſort twice 
in the yeare,and they keepe account ofall the bargaines that they make betweenethe 
forraine Merchants, that comethither to make their paiments moſt by reſcounterand 
aſſignation, after the manner of Bankers: For the Commodities ſold in one Mart, are 
commonly payable the next Mart; being twentie five and fix moneths time one after 
another ; wherein theſe Brokers are very neceſſary members and inftruments alſo to 
transferre Merchants Bills obligatory for other commodities, or to make payments 
thereby. The duties of the Alcaualla in Spaine,are rakenvponthat a : 

: pr £ 
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The ſelling of Commodities Ey the Candle, is an ancient Cuſtome beyond the 
Seas, Onely for ſuch goods, rents vpon houſes or lands, or the houſes alſo which re- 
quire a ſuddaine fale,after they haue beene one yeare and one day denounced by pub. 
lication that they are to be fold; to the end that if any man will lay any claime there- 
unto, they may come in within that time. And theſe ſales are made vpon Fridaies in 
accuſtomed places by publike authoritie, for the better warrant of a Buyer, the man- 
ner of itis thus : There is awaxen Candle or a piece of it, ſet vp lighted in ſome place 
eaſie to be ſeene, and the ſtanders by are required to make an offer for ſuch goods, or 
ſuchahouſle ; which being made, anther will offer more, as they do in out-cryes, ha- 
uing ſtilla regard to the burning Candle : declaration is madehow the payment muſt 
be that he who maketh the laſt offer, (vpon the going out of the Candle) hath the 
bargaine. If itdo fall out,that there is confuſion of voyces of the offers made,where- 
by it cannot be diſcerned who made the laſt offer,and the ſtanders by do differ in their 
judgement of it, then the Candle is ſet vp againe by thoſe that are in authoritie, and 
in like manner it is determined accordingly. 

The Merchants of the Eaft-India company do imitate the ſame, and after publike 
notice giuen inwriting vpon the Royall Exchange in London, That ſuch a day, ſuch 
and ſuch commodities will be ſold at ſuch a place, Merchants and others (knowing 
the great parcels of Pepper, Indico, and other commodities of Silkes, Calicoes, and 
ſuch like) will joyne together to buy the ſame in ſeuerall companies, and ſo buy the 
ſame by the Candle,as aforeſaid, although it were a parcell of one hundreth rhouſand 
pounds. The time for the payment is foure times fix moneths, which is fifteene 
Maneths in one payment, according towhich (if you will pay all of ir or part of it 
inreadie money by way of Anticipation) you ſhall have vſe allowed youaccording- 


ly, aſter the rate of tenvpon the hundreth. Burt their good orders require a more lar- 
ger declaration. 


SITS ESUINg NES 
Cui El. 


Of buying of (ommodities by (ondition, termed Capiticus, 
and of ſelling things vpon Caſualties. 


| DER HE buying of Commodities ypon Condition is termed by the Ci- 
FRY uilians Capiticus,a capiendo,cither to refuſe or take vpon a penaltie; 
ae Or ſometimes vpon a caſuall Condition. Which bargaines are 


SSL] IE much vſcd in the Low-countries, as alſo in France, eſpecially at 
*K5S.\\ | 22-2 Roan in Calice, where my ſelfe have made money of Corne and 
\@5D2 Os JJ Salr : and this bargaining is moſt proper for ſuch and the like 
PLE Er commodities, the price whereof doth quickly riſe or fall, andare 
alſo commodious when a mans money is not ſo ready, to buy much, and to make 2 
gSreatemployment with little money,which happeneth vpon ſome ſoden aduice man 
times vnexpeced, whereupon men are very hot either to buy or ſell : which is muc 
vſcd in Flanders in buying of Herrings before they are catched, vy (ftelle gelt) as they 
call it,that is,by a ſumme of money agreed vponto be paicd, if the partic doc repent 
himſelfe of the bargaine,wherein he raketh a time of one moneth or two to be aduiſed 
according to the occaſions and probabilities of the ſucceſſe. | 
Todisburſe or offer fiftie pounds vpon fiftie Laſt of Herrings with fix weekes re- 
ſpit vponthe condition after twentie pound were equall ninetecne and twentie One, 
and withoutreſpiroftime preſently to ſay to bedeliuered arthree months;the 50 Lak 
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at twenty pound amounteth to 1000 #, you aduancethe Intereſt, Ware-houſe hire, 
charges, lackage, beſides the commoditie that you haue bought with the mony a bar- 
gainof 50 Laſt,when it would pay but 2 +Laſt,vpon condition to take or leave. 
' One hundred pounds delivered out topay the firft yere one pound, the ſecond yere 
two pounds,encreaſing euery yeare one pound, amounteth in x 5 yeres to 128 pounds; 
in twenty yearcs 210 #, to 20 adde one, multiply with+ of x to 20,is 10,and ſoofall 
ether augmenting, ber of 1,2,6,8,&c. Foe. 6 | 
The Conditions are diners: the certaintie of the mony which you do adaentureto 
lofle,being well conſidered of, may turne you to gainegſpecially in places bordering 
ypon the ſeas or riuers, to ſerue the In. land people, as Calais, Dunkerk, for Flanders; 
Henault, Arthois, and other Prouinces: The like mightbepraRiſed in many coaſt 
townes of England ; but ſirangers are more adicted to make caſuall bargains for buy- 
ing of commodities. | Fu PEO 2 2 
For ſelling of commodities vpon caſualties,therein arewe more frequent;eſpecial- 
ly of things not vendibleat all times, to ſell them payable vpon the returne of ſuch a 
voyage from Venice, Turky,or othet places, or vpon thedeceaſe of ſuch a man or wo- 
man, or at a mariage day,or the firſt, ſecond,or third childe, either male or female. In 
all which ſellingsmony and wares may be ioyned together. But indelivering mony 
with wares at intereſt, the Contra is vſurious by the Law. - ES 
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Of diniding of” Commodities by Lots, 


8 L! Extremes being vicions,hath giuen me cauſe towrite this ex- 
3.3 orbitant Chapter concerning the diuiſion by Lots; becauſe there 
4. are men in this age fo preciſe (by ſome called Puritans) that they 
3B can be wel contented to buy a commodity in company with their 
Yo neighbours,when their owne meanes and credit cannot compaſle 


VS w CS tween them, they are very ſcrupilous,8& hold ita prophane ation 
and they are (as they ſay) bound vnto it of neceflitte, or elſe to take that which their 
partners do giue vnto them, and ſo let themeaſt the Lotamongfſt them, and whatre- 
maineth vpon equall diuifion they will rather accept of, than that any Lot ſhould be 
caſt for them : yet they will more fauor the Lot, than the caſting of the Dice, or the 
mea(uring by ftrawes. To theſeweake ſtomacks thus troubled with a Nauſea, I would 
not miniſter any Cordials, Ele&uaries, or Potions, to rid them of thatdiſtemperate 
tumor ; bur a plaine vomit is fitteſt, the Moone being in Aries or Capricorne,which 
muſt be this prepared. | - Mg 32.5 HAND pred 
 Asin Gods Church there neuer wanted true Religion renealed from God himſelf, 
ſoamongſ heathen and all nations there neuer wanted means toacknowledge a ſoue- 
ratgn power , which cauſed them to deniſe a certain ſhadow of Religion, by worſhip- 
ping their imaginarie gods with a kinde ofdiuine ſeruice ; the contemplation and vſe 
whereof theydid eſteem robe the higheſt degree of felicitie,or Simmun bonum, info- 
much that enen in their blindneffe they did attribute the ſucceſſe of all things to pro- 
ceed from aboue , vſing(for toatrain to the knowledge of the Divine pleaſure) divers 
means of Divinations, Imprecations, Oracles, and caſting of Lots, becauſethey wan- 
ted theilluminationof the moſt glorious and tranſparent Sun of the word of God, by 
which we are taught roobey the known will of God,and to reverence with'admirati- 
ol his ſecret will not declared vnto vs, $1 OIL 7 7 DOR PS 0 
nes Divination 


the ſame ; but afterwards to diuide thoſe goods (by the Lot)be- . 
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Divinations and Imprecations beeing not accompanied with viſible and; ſencible 
apparitions, cauſed all Oracles tobe in greater veneration: as that of Dodona; whete 
Tupitcr anſwered, ſtriking the Caldrons with-a filuer wand : That of Inupiter Hammon in 
the confines of Egypt: That of Delphos, where an old woman anſwered in Greeke: 
verſe : thatof Latona,and that of Motenzuma in America;and others; All which cea- 
ſed,when and where the Sun beams of the word of God did diſperſe the miſty clouds 
of darkneſle, and then all was abrogated, and only the caſting and drawing of lots did 
remaine as a cuſtome of great antiquitie among all nations,recorded not only by pro- 
phane Hiſtoriographers,bur alſoby divine Prophets and Evangelifts. To which pur- 
poſe we may obſerue two eſpeciall examples in the holy Scripture. x52 art 

The firſt 15of 70s the Prophet,who flying from the preſence of God-in a ſhip ſai- 
ling for Tarſis, was cxpoſed toa very great tempeſt at the ſeas, indangering the ſhip 
and mariners to be caſt away at euery moment ; when it pleaſed God to manifeſt by 
the Lot drawnor caſt by the Maſter and Mariners,that 7onas was the cauſe thereof. 

The ſecond is of the lot caſt by the ſoldiers vpon the garment or coat of our Sauior 
Chriſt, according to the prophecie of Dad; allotting rhe ſame to fome particular 
perſon,according to his good will and pleaſure, TIER ; 

- But leſt theſe men ſhould obie&, that the aforeſaid examples are actions of the hea- 

thens,and but mentioned in the holy Scripture;we pray them ro remember, That the 
Children of Iſrael had no other meanes propounded vnto them,to obtaine vicorie a> 
gainſt their enemies, by remoouing the offence of the interdiR or forbidden goods, 
bur the vſe of caſting the lot,which fell vpon 4cha, who had hid ſome of the forbid- 
den goods,which were to bee burned according to the commandement of God , who 
was pleaſed that 19ſhna ſhould finde out the man by lot,and nor by revelation. . 

The Apoſtles hauing appointed Barſabas and Matthias,and praied the Lord to ſhew 
them whether of the: two ſhould ſucceed in the miniſterie of the Apoſtleſhip , from 

which 1:44 by tranſgreſſion fell ; gaue forth their lots, as the Scripture ſaith, and the 
lot fell vpon Matthias. 
© What fhall we ſay of the diviſion and partition of lands and goods, when the Land 
of Canaan by Lot was diuided among the Iſraelites > And the like vſe remains vntill 
this day among diners nations. - The ſaying of the Wiſe man being true, that the lor 
iscaſt,bur the ſucceſle thereof is according to the prouidence of God : which cauſed 
him to ſpeake ſooften of Lots in his Proverbs. | 

The Grecians did make eleQion of their Officers by the drawing of Lots, which 

they called Oftraciſme, according towhich the Venetians in their rare gouernment 
of Ariſtocracie doat this day vſethe like, by their Ballotting ;andfodothe Ruſhans 
1intheir government of Monarchie. Soto conclude, All nations do continue the vic 
of Drawing or Caſting of Lots inall occafions, Wherefore I hope theſe precife men 
will be hereafter more reſolute to accept of theirpart of Indico inbarrells, Sugar in 
cheſts,and Pepper in bags,marked & numbred according to the goodneſſe,by the Lor 

AY or caſt,and expe & Godsbleſſings,according to the ſaying of the Wiſeman, as 

aforeſaid. Pe” Zig 

__ Foraſmuchas inTtaly and Germany diuers commodities and manufaQures are di- 
ſperſed,diſtributed,and in amaner vented by the means of Loteries, which are cont1- 

nually exrant in publique markets and other places , I cannot omit to ſpeake hereof, 
as a matter appertaining ro merchants. TEE el 

_ Thereare two manner of Loteries, namely Standing Loteries, and Running Lote- 

ries ; The firſt limited for a continuance of time tobe drawne at the end thereof,with- 

out intermiſſion either by day or night. The later to be drawne dayly,and at allcon- 
uenient houres, whetithe parties will pur in their money, and haue the Lot, drawne 
inſtantly. To which end in many places of Germany there are publique Shoppes-afid 

Stals, where diuers forts of manufactures are expoſed tobe ſold , and to cuery- Lot 

there is a Prize appointed to anſwer the ſaid Lot ; whereby a man hath alwaies ſome- 

thing for his mony,and many times a prize of good value. Being therein like vntothe 
tree of Fortune, which is painted with blinde Fortune fitting in the enigglnt pur, 
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of the Tree, and all manner of men,women,and childeren, ſtanding or lying over the The Treeof 
ſaid tree, doreceiue ſomewhar falling from it ; to the one a purſe full of mony,to the FO" 
other an halter ; to the onea golden chain, and tothe other a cutting knife: and to be 
briefe, to ſome good, and ro ſome other euill things as is ſeeninall worldly affaires. 
Standing Loreries are ſtately and magnificent, conſiſting of Silver, Plate, Chaines 
of gold, Iewels, Cabiners, Hangings, Pictures, and other pretious and curious things 
fit for honorable perſons and others of qualitic. Albeit all menare admitted to ad 
uenturethercin ; which is the cauſe the Lots are commonly made of, twelue pence or 
two ſhillings, the number whereof makerh a compleat Lotterie, fit to be drawn when 
the ſame is full,which muſt bedone by gathering inthe mony in continuanice of a ecr- 
taine time limited,as aforeſaid. | 
TheRunning Loteries are of Plate,Chaines of gold,and other things, whereof the 
price is ina manner certaine,as alſoof monies : and for that they are inſtantly drawne; 
and men willing to know their preſent fortune (as they terme it) every one 1s inclined 
thatthe mony which they draw they will venture againe in hope of a better, whereby 
their Loteries are ſooner filled. Borh theſe ſorts of Loterics hanea kinde of Table; 
wherein the Prizes aredeclared, which are valued by publique authoritie to pregent 
deceit and fraud, which in great ſtanding Loteries is more likely to be praiſed. 
There is as many bills made of the Aduecnturers,by their names or Poeſies,as there 
are Blanks and Prizes to be drawne, atiſwerable tothe tickers delivered fot the mony 
ro every man that is an Aduenturer in the ſaid Loteries : andall cheſe bills of Names 
deing examined by the Magiſtrats or Commiſſioners, with the books of Colle&ion 
for the monies, are pur into one great cloſe basket, with a hole in the middle thereof 
for a man or a boy to put in his arme todraw them at the appointed time. Likewiſe 
all che Blankes and Prizes, with the like ſuruey of ſworne met, are put into the like 
cloſe Basket, after examination of the Prizes regiſtred in the ſaid Tablezwhich being 
all of one faſhion and bigneſle, are publiquely vpon a ſtage mixr, cofled and tumbled 
1n certaine ſheets of Canyas, before they be put in the ſaid basket ; and berweene the 
faid two baskets ſitteth the Drawer, putting both his armes at one inflant ſcuerally in 
cuery Basket,deliuering the Bills of the names or poeſies with theright hand,and the 
Blanks and Prizes wgth the left hand, ta certain ſworne men,which doe read the Con- 
tents thereof opellly to all the tanders by ; which Drawers or perſons do change for 
cerraine houres (for they continue both nightand day vntill all be drawne out, with- 
out ſtirring ofthe baskets.) Othet ſome do herein obſerue certaitie houres daily, and 
vpon every difcontinuance they ſcale the ſaid baskets vnder two or three ſeales , fron 
time to time, proclaiming all Prizes by the ſound of the Trumper,and ſtringing ſome 
blew papers in the files made of rhe Blankes and names : And the Prizes euery day 
drawn are the next day tobe ſeen in print, with the aſſiſtance of officers dppointed to 
{ce good Orders obſerued , in keeping the peace, vpon all occaſions of tallings our, | 
which might happen amongſt the vnruly multitudeof mechanicall people. The Pri- 
zes are many, to auoid diſcontent, which the reading ofmany names and anſ{weres 1h 
blank preuoketh. And commonly they do ot exceed in number aboue thirty Or forty 
for one;and fo the leaſt prize being but ten ſhillings, is proportionably three or foure 
to one ih value or in readie money. All the Prizes haue a priuy mark ornumber known 
only to ſome few perſons,to prevent the counterfeiting of cuill difpoſed perſons or 
officers,which are hereby eaſily diſcouered. For all the caiitions and preuentions of 
"diſhoneſt and crafty dealings are more than necefſarie in Loteries, the rather of the 
common opinion of all men, which hold it impoſſible for Loteries to be without | 
fraud. And here I may not conceale a great fraud committed in ſtanding Lotteries, caumt into: 
when nor only the Prizes arc ouervalued of changed, but alſo when the parties of the recs; | 
Loteries will ſet vp the ſame to draw mento aduenture, and take rhat ro their adman. 
tape, filling vp the Loteries themſelues, and enioying the moſt Prizes by the multi- 
tude of the Lots pnt in by them : wherein they are like to the crafcy common Out- 
Criet for goods fold publikly in out-cries, by appropriating to himſelf & his partners 
(who are only known to him) all fuch good bargaines and penny-worths as hee w_ 
ar _ i 1 ths WItl 
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Fraudof with them contriued to bring abour, or as he hath vndertaken to put to ſale for other 
qa cries - MEn,vnder the colourof Our-cries, ſelling them if hee pleaſe, or keeping and retyring 
the goods into his owne hands, when hee cannot aduance them according to his will, 
wherein other men are ignorant. Andthis being a vendition, may not be omitted to 
be noted in this booke, coneerning all manner of buyings and ſellings: the rather,for 
that theaduenturer 1n Lotaries incurreth leſſe danger than Merchants do in the courſe 
of trade, eſpecially.in Aſſurances, when they doe aduentureone hundred pounds for 
three or foure pounds,from London to Barbary ; whereas for one Lot of 1 2 pence, hee 
b - hath a poſſibilitie to haue allotted to him two or three hundred pounds, 
| Therightvſe . Lotaries are commendable,ifthey be appropriated to their right vſes and good in- 
| fLotatic..  tentions, Fins corrat opus : for this maketh them tobe of continuance, pleaſing and 
profitable,when the benefit thereofdoth redound to pious works,as forthe ereting of 
Schooles and Vniuerſities, maintenance of the poore,and of Widowes and Orphans, 
reparation of Churches, high-wayes, and ditches, for the plantationof Colonies of 
people in other countries,and building of Townes and caſtles for their maintenance ; 
as alſotoeret Pawne houſes to ſupply the neceſſitic of the Mechanicall poore, ſup. 
preſſiog intollerable vſurie , whereot we ſhall intreat inthe ſecond part of this Booke, 
concerning Monies, | 
© TheEtymologte of the word Lotarie is deriued from the word Lot : And albeit all 
Lotaries are things caſuall in reſpe& of man to whom the Lot falleth , yer in regard 
of the prouidenceof God they are certaine (in effe&) by the ſaid Divine diſpoſing of 
the Lot, Inſomuch, that howſocuer the words, Fortune, Chance, Fate, Deſtinie, and 
Caſualtic,are borrowed from the Heathens ; it cannot be denied but that(reſpe&ing 
the effes and operations of GoJ towards man) they are proper diſtintions of Gods 
divine prouidence. And hence ariſcth the proucrbe, Nemo ſua ſorte cortentas vinite 
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Of eAſſociations, «ITonophes , Ingroſcings, 
and Foreſtallings. 


— Sſociations are twofold, the one is done by publique authority of prin- 
Wi Val | ces or States,vpon Grants made by Letters patents,which are properly 

| | called Socicties;as the Company of Merchants Aduenturers , which 

WA || arc of 400 yeares ſtanding or thereabouts, reckoning from the yeare 

FEB} 1248, when the ſaid Merchants obtained priuiledges of /ohn Duke of 

Brabant, and were called the Brotherhood of S. Themas Becket of Can- 

rurbury,which were confirmed by King Zdward the third, Henry the fourth, Henry the 


Societic of 
" the merchants 9 
Aduenturcrs, 
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bination or limitation,tothe great honour and ſeruice of the State, wherein they may 
daily ſee andobſerue moreand mores is heretofore declared. 

The Eaſt India Merchants arealſoa Societie, bur their Aduentures runne all into 
maine Stockes, and is gouerned and carried all ioyntly vpon benefit or loſſe, This 
Company began inthe yeare 1599. So the Merchants of Turky are a Societie. Alſo 
the Virginia and Bermuda Merchants, and diuers others,are ſocieties incorporated by 
his Majeſties Letters patents as aforeſaid. | 

The other Afſforiation is done by and betweene Merchants of their owne authori- 
tie, ioyning themſelues together for todeale and trade either for yeares or voyages , 
And this is properly called Partnerſhip, where one man doth aduenture a thouſaud 
pounds, another fine hundred pounds, another three hundred pounds,and another four 
bundred ponnds,more or lefle as they agree amongſt themſelues ro make a ſtock, eve. 
ry man to haue his profit, or to beate lofles and adyenture accotding to their ſeuerall 
ſtocks in one or many voyages, for one or more yeares,befides the monies taken vp at 
vie to trade withall, proportionably according to the rates of their ſtocks by parts and 
portions,to be diuided into ſo many parts as they agree : Wherein the conditions are 
divers, which muſt be obſerued truly, and the accounts accordingly ; otherwiſe alwil 
 runintoa labyrinth and confuſion, And by the Colmmon Law , one partner cannot 
proceed againſt another,and in Chancerie the Suits may be prolonged for the life of 
a man, vnlefſe the Law-Merchant be better vnderſtood,and the Auditors office be ina- 
bled to end theſe buſineſſes with breuirie and expedition. | : 

There is another branch of rhis manner of partnerſhip, which commeth to paſſe, 
when Factors beyond the ſeas, dealing for diuers Merchants, will fomtimes make im- 
ployment of ſcuerall mens mony in one kinde of commoditie to be diuided amongſt 
them. Here one may become a partner vnawares and vaknowne; as of late I know the 
like did happen ina great bargain of Tabacco, whereupon all the Pattners,beeing ſe- 
ven in number, are fallen our,and diners of them are in law. This courſe (although 
vſcd) is very dangerous, eſpecially when they vſe many Fa&ors. One Merchant ſen- 
deth commadities to his Factor to be ſould in Spaine, and giueth order that by that 
meanes he ſhal prouide mony for his part of the 1mployment of Tabacco to be made, 
Another Merchantthe ſendeth a Letter of Credit of a friend of his,thart fo much mo- 
Dy ſhall be taken vpby*xchange for Antuerpe or London,as ſhall be ficedfull for his 
part. Another merchant he cauſeth ſo much mony to be made oner to his FaQtor, by 
exchange from Antuerp,as will farniſh for his part. Two other Merchants dwelling 
in Spaine do furniſh rheir parts there themſelues. And amongſt themall they admit 
in Spain one Factor dwelling there to buy the Tabacco, and he hath a part with them, 
but findes the means todisburſe no mony for his patt, becauſe he btyeth the ſaid par» 
cell of Tabacco, amounting to ſome twelue thouſand ducats, and conditioned topay 
a good part of it at fix or more moneths. And the ſenenth merchant he prouides not 
any mony,and neuertheleſſe will haue his part, becauſe he gaue order tohis Factor to 
take itvpby exchange for London vpon him, promiſing that he would pay the ſame 
here. Hereupon the bargainand imployment of Tabacco is made,the goods receiued 
and ſentouer to London, where it is diuidedly delinered to ſome of the ſaid Partners 
tobe ſold, with one and others priuity, for the general account of then all,tobe made 
vpamongſt them to clearethe ſaid account, and euery man to hauc hispart of the be- 
nefitand profit, and likewiſe to beare ſuch loſſes as may decreaſe their profit, accor- 
ding toequitie and conſcience. 1terim it happened,that the FaQtor who bought the 
ſaid Tabacco died inſolvent, who did not onely leauehis owne part vapaid, but a farre 
greater ſumme,which theother two partners were fain topay;being bound for ir,in all 
amounting to 1300 # ſterling. Now the queſtion is, How this loſſe ſhall be borne a. 
mongſt them > The firſt Merchant he ſaith, I did ſend commodities,and by the prove- 
nue thereof my part was payd by him that died, and that dependeth vpon accounts to' 
be clearedbetween him and the party deceaſed, The ſecond Merchant hee ſaith, My 
part was payd in ready mony in Spain,taken vp by a letter of credit, and I am to beare 
no part of the lofle : and 0 ſaith the third merchant that made ouer his money by ex- 
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change from Antuerp : the partners dwelling in Spaine, they ſay, That theyhaue not 

only paid their parts of the Tabacco, but alſo the 1300 ® which were owing to the 
Merchant that ſold the Tabacco, and therefore they demaund much money due vnto 
them,and that reſteth alſo vpon account betweene the party deceaſed , and them and 
others. The party deceaſed (being decayed)hath few to vadertake the adminiſtration 
of the eſtate: and the ſeuenth Merchant is contented to beare his part of the lolſe, fo 
he may come in for his part of the gaine,and ſaith, That if the mony had been taken 
vpon him by exchange,he would haue payd the fame, But howſocuer , hee is ableto 
prooue that hee bad proviſion ſufficient to pay his part, inthe hands of fome of the 
partners there ; and foraſmuch as he hath born the Aduenture of the ſeas of his part 
of the Tabacco, he claimeth his part of the gaine : for if all had been caſt away at the 
ſeas, it is certaire the reſt of the partners would have made him to beare the loſſe of 
his part. And thus they are ina Dilemma, and hauing ſome of them bonds, others 
ContraQs,and ſome but Accounts and Papers, they know not how tomake an end ; 
and ſuch as have more than their owne are remifſe enough to procure an end, I have 
thought good to ſet downe this caſe, becauſe men of vnderſtanding may iudge how 
it is poſſible that the Common Law (by the ſtri& and peremptorie proceeding of it) 
can determine the ſame without the Law-Merchant, not knowing the cuſtom of mer- 


chants, being alſo impoſſible rodire& a Iury of twelue men in the premiſſes, wherein 
Iam nowan Arbitrator my ſclfe, 


Deſcription of Moxopolies. 


IM Opopalics are ſomewhat diſpleaſing, becauſe the propertie of them is common- 
ly to ingroſle things to an ill end, increaſing the price thereof diforderly,draw- 

ing a generall benefit toa particular, diuerting thecourſe of traffique. But foraſmuch 

| asthey are vſed now adaies, it will be conuentent to diſtinguiſh them by Reaſonable, 
Fnreaſonable,and Indifferent, 


 Regſinableof ſuch things and trifles as are for pleaſure,as Starch,Cards,lure ſtrings, 
Tabaccogand ſuch like. 


 Ynreaſenable, as of Fleſh, Fiſh, Butter, Cheeſe, or needfull things for the ſuſtenance 
of man, without which he can hardly liue ciuilly, ys 


 Tndifferent,as of Velvets, Silkes, Sugar, Spices,and other delicacies and dainties or 
curioſities, indifferent tobe vſed or not. 

All theſe are done by publique authority of Princes and States, by Letters patents 
Engroſſings granted for term of yeares: but ingroſſing is done by priuat perſons of their owne au- 
| thoritie,which is commendable, to keepe commodities in reputation to maintaine a 
Trade thercby , as when men of means do ingroſſe and buy vp a commoditie, and for 
reaſonable gaine they ſell the ſame again to ſhop-keepers and retailers. This is much 
vied amongſt Merchants of all nations, otherwiſe when aboundance of a commodity 
doth ſo much abate the price of it, that Merchants dobecome loſers and diſcouraged, 
then the traffique and trade is thereby ouerthrowne, to the generall hurt of the Com- 
monwealth: in which reſpe& it is better to pay ſomewhat more for Commodities, 
than to haue them altogether ouer-cheape, eſpecially for commodities ſeruing for the 
Foreſtallingor backe,and not for the belly,which diuers times by foreſtallers become deare. Againſt 
-<— xo which kinde of people (Regrators and others) there are very good lawes made, which 
' Civilians, the Magiſtrats areto ſee obſcrued : and in France and Scotland the Admiralls of the 

P.rdezxary. ſeas have an abſolute authoritie to looke vato this inconuenience. 
Commendable The gouernmentof Noremborough in Germany is much to be commended, not 
| Togrofling, only forthe prouident care to preuent foreſtallers, but alſo for the ingroſſtng or incor- 
porating of all manufaRures into their owne hands, to ſet the poore people continu- 
ally on worke, themſelues cauſing the ſaid manufaQures tobe ſold at ſuch reaſonable 
rates,as none can make or prouide better cheape than they do, whereofabounJdance 15 
boughr,and ſent for the Weſt Indies and other places, the mechanicall people are ve- 
ty much cheriſhed by them, and all Artiſts are welcome vato them, which bs 
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their city populous . The Hollandersdo imitate them, and ſome mony of the Banke 


at Amſterdam is imployed therein for the Proyerbe is tobe commended, Sceptra fa 


went artes. 


- The Civilians haue made the Latine word 4onopoliam borrowed from the Greeke, 


tobe lefſe vnder ſtood, becauſe of their many definitions thereof: which made mee to 


treatof Aſſociations, Monopolies, Ingroſlings, and Foreſtallings, as having affinitic 
one with another, and to deſcribe them in diuided manner, as alſo to note their cohe- 


- rence,as followeth. For an Aſſociation, Company,or Societie may become a Mono- 
poly in effe& z when ſome few Merchants haue the whole mannag! 


ing of a Trade, to 
the hurt ofa Commonwealth, when other Merchants are excluded ronegoriate with 
their ſtocks, to vent the commodities ofthe realme with reputation, according to the 


- ASodetie 
may become 
Monopoly; 


word wins, Solus,and mit, endo, to ſell alone, And as this 1s done many times by one 


Merchant, for one kinde of Cammoditie, be it Corne,Salr,Oile, Wools,and the like; 
ſo may it be done by a Societie of Merchants continually,vnder the colour of Aurho- 
ritie, Albeit that there be nocombination to limit any certaine prices for the ſaleof 
Commodities in the particular of one Merchant or more Merchants agreed together 
to buy vpa commoditie, it may be calleda foreſtalling. As one D ard anus did, where- 
of (as we haue ſaid) the name Dardanary was vicd by the ſaid Civilians, whodefine 
them to be nana, Qui omnia preemunt, vi carins vendant , That foreſtall or buy vp 
things, to the end they ſhould ſell them dearer. Which although it be agreeable to 
the praiſe, meaning,and intentions of Merchants , yet the praQiiſe is contraty to the 
Lawes, for it would run into diſorder in the gouernment ofa Commonwealth, In the 
generall, where a Sacietie buyeth Commodities apart,and ſelleth apart, although vn- 
der orderly government, it is inthe nature of ingroſling, as the manufaQures of No- 
remberg aforeſaid ; and being done with diſcretion & good order,it can gine no catiſe 
of offence, but the abuſe thereof made the ſame odious, & fo generally to be known 
of all men, as the word Vſurie is, implying a biring, ; 

q Definition of a Monopolz. | Ef pens 
T He trueſt definitionof a Monopoly therefore 1s , A kinde of commerce in buy- 


ASocietic DN 
may become 4 
Monopoly: 


ing, ſelling, changing, or bartering, vſurped by a few,and ſometimes but by one | 


perſon, and foreſtalled from all others, to his or their priuat gaine, and tothe hurt and 
detriment of other men ; whereby of courſe, or by authoritie, the libertie of Tradeis 
reſtrained from others, whereby the Monopoliſt is inabled toſeta price of commodi- 
ties at his pleaſure. | | | 
A Merchant of London hauing ſent a great ſhip to Zant,to lade Corans & wines ; 
being there ariued,another Merchant there inhabiting,vpon knowledge hereof, cauſed 
all the Corans tobe bought vp, ra prevent the ſaid Merchant,and to compell him tg 
buy the ſayd Corans of him at deare rates, to lade the ſaid ſhip , which made the Fa- 
Ror,appointed tolade the ſaid ſhip,at his wits end. But being ingenious, he deuiſed 
a courſe to diſappoint the ſaid foreſtalling Merchant,and cauſed Bills tobe fer vp_in 
all publique places,to giue notice that the ſaid ſhip was come, to take in Mercbaprs 
goods for her lading,and toreturne for London, Which beeing vnderſtood by him, 
broughthim into a ſecondary, and to ſet all the Brokers of Zant on work,to help him 
to ſell the ſaid Corans again,whereby he became a loſer. In this and the like caſes the 
ſaid Societies areto haue a care of prevention ; otherwiſe it is the part of the prince to 
look vnto it with a politick eye,vpon complaint made,as of late yeares hath bindone, 
when the French merchants did triue to bring new wines firſt co the miarket, thereby 
inhauncing the price of Vines in France. It was ordered and commanded by procla- 
mation, That no wines growing in France ſhould be ſold or put to ſale before the firſt 
of December,to be obſerued cuery yeare. On : 2 
| For the like was done heretofore by our Merchants trading Spain,in the buying of 
Rotra Raiſons,by anorder amongſt them, That none ſhould be ſould by them before 
thelaſtof O ober : which being known to Merchant ftrangers, made them to prenc- 
.cupie the market (they not beeing bound totheir orders;) ſo that this is to be done 
more properly by the Kings Proclamation, | FM 
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. | HereLcall ro minde my former obſeruation of that royall commoditie Tin, which 

aboue onehundreth yeares fince, was fold for fortie ſhillings the hundreth, when the 
beſt Veluetwas ſold for ten ſhillings the yard : how Merchants trading Turkie found 
faultwith his Majeſties preemption of the ſaid Tin, and cauſed the ſame tobe aboli- 
ſhed, to keepe the price thereof at fiftie five ſhillings the hundreth, and (bringing in 
Corins,Leuant VVines, Spices, and Indico, at deere rates, as they ſold them) vſed all 
meanes to ſuppreſle the riſing thereof : which being confidered of by forraine nations, 
cauſed them to vſe meanes to incorporate or ingroſſe the ſame, whereby that commo- 
ditie came to be of more eſtimation and requeſt ; whereupon the ſaid preemption was 
reeRabliſhed;which hath increaſed the ſtocke of the Kingdome ſince that time aboue 

{ix hundred thouſand pounds, being riſen to double the price, and yet but proportio- 

nable to the price of Veluetsand other commodities. On thecontrary,*another com- 

 moditie Minerall,namely Copporas, which was ſold heretofore (when there was Let- 

ters Patents for the ſole making thereof) for 10 ®, and 12 ® the Tun, whereofa great 

trade might haue been made for other Countries : hath been ſo ill gonerned by work- 

men vnderſelling one another, and for want of orderly carriage, that the ſame is ſold 

vnder 3 #® the Tun,and isbecome a meere drug out of requeſt, by the abundance made 

and indiſcreetly vented,bartered or exchanged. France yeelding abundanceof Salt,al- 

though one yeare more than another, ſuffereth not the commaditie to be ouermuch 

vilified. Foralbeitthat the ſubjects within the Realme donot care how good cheap 

they buy thenatiue commodities, becauſe of their owne benefit; yet the Prince oughr 

to haue a care to reduce them into trade, witha reſpe& of the forraine commodities 

brought into his Kingdome, So that not onely thoſe Letters Patents or priuiledges 
granted by them, for the reward of new inventions are neceſſary : but alſo ſome dire. 

ations to Companies or ſocieties, are (in policie) very requifite, Vertue in a Com- 

mon-wealth onght as well, and rather (in ſome reſpeRts) to be more rewarded, than 
Vice tobe puniſhed by cutting off themalefaRors. 

- This is agreeable ro the Common Law of the Realme, and the fundamentall 
Lawes of all nations: granting the Projectors or Inventors, priuiledges for twenty one 
or more yeares, which ſome men withour diſtin&ion of Monopolics, would haue a- 
bridged to 14,t 1,0r 7 yeares, wherein the thing it ſelfe ought to make the difference, 
vpon goodconfiderations,and not to meaſure all things alike, Forexample,the Grant 
made forthe ſole importation of Spaniſh Tobacco,doth gain and ſaue the kingdome 
many thouſand pounds yearely : for Bayes, Sayes, Perpetuanoes, and the like commo- 
dities,which theſe two yeares hauc beene ſold in Spaine, with fifteene vpon the hun- 
dreth lofle, to procure mony to buy the ſaid Tobacco, are now ſold te ſo much be- 
nefit, beſides the advancement of the Plantations of Virginia and the Bermudas, But 
this 1s'not proper to be don for other commodities that are not of that nature,neithet 
of commodities to be exported, wherein ſuch and the like conſiderations is to be had. 

The general intention of all Grants by Letters Patents for ManufaQures,hath a re- 
lationto ſet the people on worke, to recompence the inuentor of the Art of Science, 
and that things may (in ſome meaſure) be better cheape to the ſubje&s. Whar ſhall 
we faythen,of thoſe Grants which make the commoditie good cheap to forraine Na- 
tions, and dearer to the ſubje&s 2 Surely this cannot be without ſome great abuſe. 
Ifa Keelne for the drying of Malt for all the Kingdome oner, were invented to be 
done with Pit- coale, better cheape than with Wood fire, and more pleaſing, without 
the ſent of ſmoake, and that this Keelne or Keelnes were placed in conuenient places, 
for all mens acceſſe, whereby they ſhould ſaue much charges, and haue their Maulr 
better cheape: if hereupon Letters Patents wete granted to reward the Projecor, no 
man of judgement will call this a Monopoly, nor any part thereof, although the.pub- 
like liberty ſeemerh thereby to be reſtrained, For take it another way, and you ſbal] 

finde it rather tobe a common diſtribution than a reſtraint, whenſocuer it bringerh 4 

generall good and commoditie to the Common. wealth. 

The Statutes of the Kingdome reſtraining from the exerciſe of ſundry Crafts all 
inch ashaue not ſerued an Apprentiſhood ynto the Art which they would exerciſe,do 
ap rrnatath gd he otra tbe ara nb dd choke horn tn go od der M 
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ittonootker end, but that thoſe Arts might be brought to better perfeQion, and the 
things made mightbe good and ſeruiceable for thoſe that buy and vſe them. | 
Some men are well contented, if a Prohibition or reſtraint of a Commoditiebee 


done by AR of Parliament, and they willno manner of wayes haue called the ſame 
ro be a Monopoly, although ir be ſo in cffe&, when a Socictie of priuate merchants 
haveca priuiledge to themſclues only to ſell certain commodities, or to impore 
and all other ſubie&s ate excluded,although they were neither the diſcouerorsor firſt 
inuenters thereof. Bur if it be done by the Kings prerogatiue then they take itto be 
a kinde of Monopoly, Sothart if it be by adiſpenſation vpon a Penal Law,they make 
the ſame queſtionable : whereip neuertheleſle the Princes wiſedome is to rule for the 
ood of the”.Commonwealth. 
Others would haue all things at large inthe courſe of traffick, and that there ſhould 
be no Societies or Corporations of Merchants for any places of Trade; but that by 
way of partnerſhip Merchants might aſſociate themſelues tomake or enterpriſe ſome 
voyages,ot in ſending of commodities in Copartnerſhip, without regard had, that In- 
novations are dangerous,where the trade hath been carried alwaies by Companies or 
Societics,whereof ſome are of great antiquitie. This is more conſiderable inthe go- 
nernments of Monarchies (and eſpecially in Iflagds) than in State or popular gouern- 
ments, where the ouerballancing of forrein commodities is nor reſpeRed,ncither the 
ouerabundant inhabitation of trangers,which augmenteth their cuſtomes and Impo- 
_ layd at pleaſure vpon their commodities, as a principall matter wherby they 
ubſiſt, | 
Others make adifference betweene Companies or Aſſociations, dealing ina jayne 
ſtockeor apart ; affirming the negotiation of a joint ſtocke to be within the campaſſe 
of a Monopoly; neuertheleſſe they would be contented to tolerate the ſame for the 
imployment outward, Burt for the returnes homeward they would haue @ diuifion in 
kindor ſpecies,of the commodities which they receiue: which is-coatrary tothe mg- 
ner of the Portugals,whoſe experience hath made apparant vnto vs,that they haue for 
many yeares ſold their ſpices and other Eaſt India commodities with good orderand 
reputation for their benefir. gn; 1 & Yatht ta! 
And in this courſe they vſe many times other mens names, according tothe Qu- 
Rome of Merchants; asthey doalſo manage other mens affaires in their own .naiges: 
but this is done with the privitie of the party whoſe name is borrawed , and: thaughe 
worthy tobe truſted; otherwiſe it may proue very dangerous,eſpecially in titneofwar 
Touching foreſtalling of corne and other commodities in markets,it is (as I haue 
faid)prouided for by Lawes , neuertheleſſe the Civilians have noted, That by the Mu- 
nicipal lawes of all Countries, it is not prohibited for any man-to make his prauiſion 
of corne or other viQuals for one whole yeare, and vypon changing of mindeto fell the 
{ame againe for profit, | 
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WFPEcbants Oppignorations are more vied inregatdof the commodiouſefſe of 
TNF it, than vponneceſſitic;as other goods are:;pawned. Forwhen a Merchant 

zz batha Shippe come home; ladenwith Wines, Oyles,Voad, or ſuch like 
Commodities, and is to pay a great ſumme of money for Fraight, Cu: 


tome, or Impoſt, he will notwwillingly disburſe any caore money, but will endegyout 


Lerchants Oppignorations: 
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Houſes of 


Commerce; 


_ hill: which hedidllike exceedingly,and proteſted that if be had not 


4 ——_ Q—_— 


to ſel part. of his commodities.to pay the ſamewithall ; becauſe that thereby he may 
auoid the paymentof intereſtfor money vary others, which ſometimes hee cannor ſo 
readily findevpon his'owne Bond alone; and if he do, then muſt he be ricd totake the 
ſame for foure or ſix monerhs,and pay that intereſt; when within one moneth he ma 


make monies of-his owne goods. Vpon conſideration whereof, ſome rich Citiſens 


that hauegreat houſes,and many Cellars and ware-houſes, and to let them at greater 
rents,:haue bin content to lend money vponthe goods brought into their cellars and 
ware-houſes, paying after the rate of ten in the hundreth for the yeare, and when they 


_ ſell theirgoodsthey maſt pay themthe ſaid mony, for they do tryſt Bayard inthe ſta- 


ble. In which regard the houſes of Commerce are ery neceſſarie, and other ſuch 
houſes that are ſpatious to receiue great quantities of Commodities, where the Cu- 
ſtomes and Impoſitions are only payd by the ſaleofthe Commodities, and you may 


_ borrow more monyforlittleor no conſiderationatall. And hereby doth a Merchanc 
 1nlarge his trade, and yong Metchants (hauing ſmall ftocks) find great caſe andicom- 


moditie. . You haueat Lixborn the 4!fandega, in Seuilla Dicara, at Venice 11 fontego : 
at Antuerp the houſe of the Eafterlings is memorable,wherof I did deliver the figure 
in printtothe late Earle of Salisbury, whenhe cauſed the Brittaines Burſe tobe buil- 
ded in the Strand zand withall a proje& to build a houſe of Commerce vpon Tower 

begun that work, 
hewould vnderrakethis projet; which 1do here declare,in hope that ſome honorable 
friendro Merchants may be pleaſed to build the ſame hereafter. 


. : Domus Commatationts. 


T' Heſcituationof this: houſe of Commutrations or Commerce , would be verie 
'& commodious pon the Towerhill,to be made of Free tone : the propartian al- 
moſt ſ{quare,according to the faid Eaſterlings houſe at Antuerp,leauing a faire ſtrect 
on euery {idey the fore part thereof towards the riuer of Thames, and the water to be 
brought before it,by cutting in the docke below the Tower wharfe;ſoas twaſhips of 
ordinary burden may at one time come in,to diſcharge at the Cranes tobe made there 
forthepurpoſe. .'-... . p11 21h; | 

- Thedrinefſeof the ground is very fir to make great Cellars,in the middeſt a ſtately 
Court, andall the lower partof this honſe double ware-houſes for Commodities 0: 
great. bulke ; and ouer that, Galleries anſwerable to the lower part, ſet vpon ſtately co- 
lumes, full of ware-houſes for ſmall wares of value : and fo for a third-ſtory,and double 
Garrets for corne andſuch like commodiries, reſeruing ſome faire r2omes for the en- 
tertainment of great Perſonages comming from beyond the ſeas,to feaſt them onely : 
alſo witha magnificent Turret,great gates, and places with ballances and beames. to 
weighall ſorts of Commodities. ee bs ; *SDE 
Theearth of the Cellars would ſerue toraiſe the hither part ofthe Ditches of the 
"Tower, tomakethem deeper, and partof the ground leuell, fir for goodly Walks,and 
forthe ſcouring of the Docke or entrance, a Mill might be made to grind Mineralls 
and other wa, IF SES, | 
 Onepart of this houſe to ſerue the Clothiers that canot conneniently at all times 
ſell their Clothes at Blackwell Hall,which they may remoue when they haue occali- 
on tovſe mony to buy neceſſarie commodities to maintaine their trade ; which com- 
modities they may haue for that mony,or by way of commuration, as Woolls, Oile, 
Woad, Indico, Cutcheneale, Allome, Copperas, or other ſuch like, extant in other 
ware-houſes of this houſe as by the Regiſter kept thereofwillappeare ; whereuntoall 
Brokers ſhall reſort,and haue norice "hey will. | 
Whenthe Clothiers ſhall have this commodiouſnefle they will .cncreafſe their 
Trade, and ſet more people on worke tomake good clothes according to the ſtatute ; 
which will bee more vendible beyond rhe ſeas, tothe/generall-aduancement of: Traf- 
fique, his Majeſties Cuſtomes and Impoſitions, and at] other dependances therupon. 
 Nomanis compelled tobring his commodities to this houfe,bur allured thereun- 
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ol by the commodiouſneſſe and benefits thereof, becauſe of theeaſe of 'Ware-houle 


roome atid Cellarapge at caſie rates, the commodirie of ſale or barter,the fordearivg ro 
pay Cuſtomes and Lmpoſts for a time, the taking vp of monies to-ferue his turne; and 
the goods better aſſured than in other places. : PET EAREE = | 
According to the ſaid houſe of the Eaſterlings at Antuerpe, there will be 108 cel- 
lars, and double that inware-houſes, and after that ſo many garrets, inall aboue fours 
hundred roomes. The benefit thereof will be very great,one with another at ten #®, is 
4000 ®, The benefir of weighing all commodiries, and the ſelling and regiſtring of 
allwil be much more. And all che charge of this houſe is by the compuration of ſome 
Workmen to bedone for 15 000 #,and may yeeld 19000 #:yearely.profir, tothe ho- 
nour of the King,reputation of the city of London,welfare of the Realm,andcredir of 
Merchants.  _ IT De tn dot BREE LE” 
-- QurStapleof Wools (heretofore kept at Calice and Bridges in Flanders) is how 
out of vſe, and Staple rownes ate allas it were incorporated into Londan; and there- 
fore it is to be hoped, that ſomeworthy Merchants will of good affeRion tothe city 
and State, be ready to reſolue tovndertake this building of the hauſe of Commerce; 
as a worthy monument for poſteritic,and eaſe of all traders, 3 SES R : 
 Theold Romans (when Monies were firſt made of Copper, antl then Silver, and 
before golden Coines were made) had appointed a place called Menſa argentaria, 
where they lent monies vpon commodities for a reaſonable conſideration, to aduance 
Traffique and trade; which in compariſon of ours was bur in his infancie, and there- 
fore tobe left now to the mercy of monied men (without other prouiſion by authori- 
tie to ſupply mens occaſions)ſcems tobe impertinent,eſpecially when maoniesare not 


\ 


plentifull, q | | 
Having hitherto treated of buying and ſelling, and the dependances thereypan, 
now wee are tO ſpeake of receiuing and paying by monies, andof the manner of Mer- 
chants dealings therein, But this doth properly appertaine to the ſecond part of the 
Law-Merchant, where Monies are compared to the Soule of Traffique and Com- 
merce. 2 | 

Returning therefore to the ſaid matter of Oppignorations, let vs note the queſtions 
of Civilians, VVhether in the generall binding of a mans goods,wares to be ſold(cal- 
led Merces Y enales) are compriſed, by ſaying,he binds his goods preſentand tocome? 
Theanſwer is, that they are bound, bur yer the ſale of the ſaid goods is not hindered 
thereby,vnleſſe they were pawned and obliged to be ina place certaine,and named in 
the writing there to be extant, Alſo in Tacita Hipotheca, or as it were cloſe pawning, 
Merchants mony may be comprehended and made liable:but this is to bevaderſtood 
of monies had ſome other way ; for it is reaſon that the mony which a man taketh vp 
Mall ſerue him to expedite his affaires. | | 

Alfo in binding of future goods, it is tobe vnderſtood onely of ſucti goods as hee 
may get during his life, and not by any of his heires. Theſe reaſons haue a reference 
to Traffique, which is a generall body, and Commodities by merchandiſe or Com- 
merce do ſupply themſclues inrheir places, ſothat when ſome commodities are di- 
ipoſed of, other commodities come into the roome thereof: and the Lawes haue al- 
wales more regard to the generall than to the particular, inſomuch that a woman; 
eyen for her dower,cannotarreſt herhusbands goods, finding his eſtate todecay. 
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0.1 T he Proceedings vſed againſt Bankrupts, 


| = Hemutabilitieand inconſtancie of all worldly affaires, and eſpecially 
WY of Merchants eſtates, cauſeth me toremember the antient Dutch pro- 
verb, Goods loſt,nothing loſt ; Credit loſt, much loſt, Soule loſt, all 
loſt: for to be rich and tobecome poore,or to be poore and to become 
rich; 15a matter inherent ro a Merchants eſtate, and as it were a contt. 
+7: .” nnalland ſucceſſine courſe of the volubilitie of variable blind fortune, 
which is admitted-(according to the heathen word) for a diſtin&tion of Gods proui- 
dence, as the words of Fate, Deſtiny, Chance,and the like are, for the better vnderſtan- 
ding of it: ſo that by the frequency of ir, Merchants haue madea great difference and 
diſtinion betweene a Merchant which 1s at a ſtay and taketh dayes for the payment 
of his debts, or one thatis brokenor bankerupt, hauing an eſpeciall regard herein for 
the preſeruartion of credit, which is as tender as the apple of an eye. For it hapneth ma- 
ny titnes,that Merchants having taken vp mony at intereſt toangment their trade,and 
thereby doing good to their Prince and Qoantrey, ſhall receiue ſome vnexpeRed lol- 
ſes by wars on land, or Embargo's or reſtraints If Princes vpon the ſeas, of their ſhips 
and goods,or by hanging fold their goods and merchandifes at home at long dayes of 
payment, or otherwiſe vpon other occaſions, hauing their beſt meanes inremote pla- 
ces, whereby the faid Merchants cannot ſuddenly make payment of ſuch moneyes as 
they haueraken vp at intereſt, which in that interim may be due, and ſo they are dri- 
ven at a ſtay, although they haue very good eſtates, For ſomerich men (who like an 
Apetied toa clog, which thinketh thar he keepeth the Clog, when the clog keepeth 
him) are ſoried tothe clog of their wealth, that vpon the leaſt rumours of troubles 
and accidents hapning to their debtors, they become ſuſpitious of theſe mens eſtates, 
and fearing to become loſers, are ſo inquiſitive of theirdebtors meanes (without rea- 
fon and diſcretion) to the great hurt and impairing of Merchants credit and repura- 
tion, that thereby they are driven into a ſtreight on a ſudden, and ſoouerthrow them 
A caveat for (vnawares many times) totheir owne Hinderance and lofſe, So that Merchants muſt 
- Mearchans, be very prouident and carefullwith whom they dealc,in taking credit for monies,and 
\ not to haue toomuch of their eſtate abroad ; for the prouerbe 1s true, Thar hee who1s 
fartheſt from his goods, is neereſt to his loſſe. And in this caſe Princes haue great 
reaſon to interpoſle their prerogatiues for the defence of theſe Merchants perſons and 
goods, for preuention of rheir overthrow, vntill their goods come to their hands and 
diſpoſing, that haue bin detained as aforeſaid. ; 
 Thisdifferenceand diſtintion between a Merchant taking dayes of payment, and 
a Bankerupt, doth encourage men todeale honeſtly and conſcionably, eſpecially with 
the Vertuous and well diſpoſed for Yirtws laudata creſcit, whereby they pay euery man 
his owne in time, and for the moſt part with intereſt for the forbearance of their due 
debts : and therefore is it, That to call this man a Bankrupt, bearerh a great ation by 
the Civile Law, as alfoby the Common Law of the Realme,which is very careful for 
Merchants credits and reputation : For that Merchant which in the ſtormes of aduer- 
fity ſheweth to be a good Pilot,deſernerh great commendarion of the care and endea- 
uors which hevſerh to prevent the ſhip-wreck of his reputation and credit, eſpecially 
with a good conſcience,which will be vatohim a continual feaſt, although the ſeas be 
turbulenr,for he is armed with patience,and not deſtitute of comfort:and on the con- 
trary,thoſe that like cowards become careleſſe of their credit, or being ofaneuill d1f- 
poſition, ſeeke todefrayd their creditors, and to jnrich chemſelues by their breaking, 
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payiog little or nothing ; they do not onely.deſeruca.name of defamation, burggght - mw 
to be meryirhall by ſome ſeuere puniſhmentby the Law, It is notlong ſince,namely Severepugiltes 
in the yeare 1602,that there wasa Merchantat Roanin France, whortagetherwith his 1151, 91799 
ſonne and @ Broker, had confederated to buy great ore of merchandiſes ypan their 
credir,of purpoſe robreake and to inrickrhemtelucs,which being known,madethem: 
to be apprehended, and the court of Edits did proceed eriminally againft them; as 
theeues tothe Commonwealth,wherof they were alſo conuted,andall threeofthem 
hanged. inthe markeriplace.: obſeruing that the reprehenſwe prouerb(D at venians.cor- 
20s vexat cenſura.Columbas ) was to be remembred, To puniſh the {mall theft or liccle 
theefe,and to ſuffer the great theefe toceſcape,which-18 vnreaſonable, Wd Dbighuath 
The.Statute of Bankrupts, made and prouided by qur Law againit Merchants and 
Ciriſens only,was dane toavery good intent, if itwere, executed accordingly; frith 
duc conſiderationofithe qualitie of perfonsand their behauiour, - But: ſome: can! pre- 
uent the means of ſting forth the ſame, and ſabreake the ſtrength of it, as ealilyvas 2 
Spiders web, whiles plaine dealing men are layd hold of, that haue an-honeſtintenti- 
on to pay cuery man according their ability preſent or future,as God ſhal ingalethem 
for Yitra poſſe non eft;eſſe. ' ONES þ Hv/ |  odio3:; 
-  Buttheſewelmeaning menare ofcentimes hindred to perfarme their honeſt inten- 
tions, by the bard and obſtinate dealing of ſome of their Creditars;to the ytter- ouer- 
throw of. them, their wiues and children, and the generall loſſe of all the reſt. of: the : 
Creditors. Theſe men therefore are to be ouer-ruledby the Lord Chancellour,. who 4 
may.compel! them to be conformable with theother Creditors,according tothe.Cu- IJ 
ſtoms of Merchants in other countries : and:there hath been in times, during thereign 
_ of Queen Elizabeth, a Commiſſion gſpnted.vnder the.great SealeoktEngland, for rhe commiſſion | 
reliefeof diſtreſſed priſoners in the priſons of the Fleet and the Kings Bench ; which for therclictt © 
Commiſſion if it were renewed for the relicfe of the one, and the finding out-of the TAO 
other, would worke much charitie and contentment tothe ſubieRs,; Howbeittopre- 
vent.theſeextreames is more commendable ; for many Merchaats and Shop-keepers 
do flouriſh and become rich againe, if their creditors be favorable vnto them, and doe ; 
pay euery man to the full. Therefore are the Letters and licences deuiſed amongſt 7.cners of 1s. 
Merchants,which areas a Paſport for the perſons and goods of the debtors, giyen by <cncc giuents | 
the Creditors,by way of Couenanr, that they ſhall nor (for and during ſuch atime or 2%... 
terme of yeares)trouble or moleſt the perſons and gopds of the ſaid debtors,nor cauſe 
tobe moleſted.arreſted,or troubled, vpon painand forfeiture of theirſaid debts,rabe 
pleaded-in Barre againſt them forcuer,as a full payment ofthe fame, g 
For the better incouragement, and to retatne men _intheir duties, the-Cuſtome of 4 
Merchants concurring with the courſe of the Ciuile Law herein, doth make areſtan- Reſtaurgtion - 
ration of credit to thoſe that pay their debts to the full, notwithſtanding their loſſes of credis, =» 
which they haue ſuſtained ; and they may haue a publication made-of it,by way of in- 
timation to all men vpon the Exchange or other publique places, fora perpetuall 1e- 
membrance to poſteritie, of their honeſt religious and commendable endeauars and 
behauiours,to the honour and credit of their houſe, kindred,or good deſcent, VWhich 
1s more eſpecially regarded in-Spaine,wherea Merchant or Citiſcn being decayed in 4 gentleman 
his eſtate, and hauing payd according to his abilitie,yea alrhough he doth not. pay at privilcdge tn © | 
all, ſhall be freed from all arreſts and troubles touching his perſon, if he make proofe *P*"* 
that he is a Gentleman by birth : which extendeth fo far,thac all Merchants fixangers 
may haue and entoy the like priuiledge,vpon Certificate made by any that is Embaſ- 
fador or Agent for that country ; who commonly will do irvponthe verification of ir, 
by the Heraulds or otherwife: which cauſeth men not todegenerate in vertuous acti- 
ons;although aduerſe fortune playeth her tragedie , which they ouercome with con- 
MKancie and magnanimitrie. * | 
The ſaid ſtatateagainſt Bankrupts is made vpon very great confideration,which li- 
 ethgot againſta Gentleman : ſothar tocall a decayed Genrlemat a Bankrupt, (al- 
rhough he haue had dealing in theworld)beareth no Aion at the Common .Law,vn- 
tefle he were a Merchant or ſhop-keeper,&c, no 
'he 
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& xy The Commiſſioners appointed bythe Lord Chancellour vnder the great Scale, to 
Sn of —Executethis' Commiſſion of the Rature of Bankrupr, muſt be Counlellorsarthe law, 
Waktpe, joined With ſome-Citiſens or-Merchants,which'are to ſeiſe of the party (whicb/by'ithe 
| ſaid Commiſionis proued to be a Bankrupt)all goods,debrs,chattels and moueables 
into their hands, and; ro appoint one or two of the Creditors tobe Treaſurors-of the 
fame/which isafterwards to be diſtributed by the ſaid Commiſſioners, vatoall fach 
as theyſhall findeand admittobe right Creditors to the party (andwith hispriuitie 
and conſent) vpon'ſuch ſpecialties,bookes, oraccounts as they ſhall produceand bee 
made apparnt vatothem-, whichmuſt be done within foure moneths after the:dare of 
Thecontentss the ſaid Commiſſion. Forif it beafter the foure moneths expired, they may exclude 
ofthe ſaid a» any Creditor if they ſec cauſe :ſothat the ſaid diſtribution ſhall be done rothoſe on- 
5+ '  Iywhichhavebeen admitted within the ſaid time, according to their ſeuerall'princi- 
- pall ſumimesduevatothem,withour any intereſt for the forbearance ſince the fpecial- 
tiewas due,or any forfeiture ; howbeit charges in Law expended'for the debrſhall be 
by themallowed:according to their diſcretion. So likewiſe is 'it in the difcretion of 
the Commiſſioners to admit any Creditor to come in, wherethe party was ſurety for 
another, it that party be likewiſe decayed. For it is vſuall for intereſt mony that two 
or three are bound together,and the Colaterall Bonds which they gineechtoothet to 
Taue harmleſſe are to be conſidered, both by the ſaid commiſſioners and the creditors, 
| It is alfo prouided by the:ſaid Statute, That whoſocuer ſhall be found to haue'vo- 
'' {unarily yeelded toany arreſt; or his body to priſon, and ſo remaineth in priſon for 
and during the tinge of {ix moneths, thinking by that impriſonmentto free his gaads, 
and todeceiue hiscreditors, againſt him may the ſaid Commiſſion be ſued forthand 
executedaccordingly.; for he is;to be taken for Bankrupt according to the ſaid Sta- 
cate : and if the party beat liberty,againſt whom the ſaid ſtature of Bankruptis taken 
© -- out, the ſaid Commiſſioners may-(if they ſee cauſe) commit him topriſon, and giue 
- him ſome allowance forhis maintenance. And of all their proceedings there is a Re- 
giſterappointed by his Majeſyes Letters patents vnder the great Seale of England to 
__ the ſame, vatill the Lord-Chancellor do diffolve the ſaid Commiſſion by a S4- 
I ANTON. 5 -23.5098-51 4 
-Definltionof —The Civiliansare copious in the deſcription of this argument,and have attributed 
| chewordDe- ynto this kinde of people the name of Decoctor, which is deriued from the word De- 
rs c0qu9, as it-were to conſume the ſubſtance of things by decreaſe and. evaporation of 
| boyling ouer the fire, otherwiſe called diſturbers and conſumers of other mens goods 
inthe courſe of traffick. Neuerthelefſe they doe obſerue great diſtin&ions betweene. 
theſe perſons, as inthe treatiſe De DecofForibus, made by Benvennto Straccha, appeares. 
And the definition of Bankrupts is three manner of waies diſtinguiſhed, 

Firſt, when a man becommetrh inſolvent, by loſing his goods andother mens by 
fortune, miſchance, and caſualtice : which man 1s not taken to be infamous by the law, 
endeauoring to make fatisfaftionas hecan. 

Secondly,when a man by waſting,ſpoiling,and vitiouſly giuen, conſumes his owne 
and other mens goods,and he by the Law is infamous. | 

Thirdly,when a man is decayed partly by waſting and ſpoiling of his owne and 0- 
ther mensgoods;and partly by misfortune and accident ; and this man is taken to be 
infamous'it he be vitious, 

Hereunto I may adde the fourth and moſt vile perſon, whoenriching himſeltewith 
other mens goods, breaketh without iuſt cauſe, and onely of purpoſe to decerne men, 
according to the aforeſaid example of Roan, Albeir I am of opinion, that the. ſayd 

Civilians haue left them our of the number to be criminally puniſhed, as theeues ro 
the Commonwealth,by the Magiſtrates or Princes authoritie, as the Banker of-Flo- 
rence was, who breaking for many millions of ducats, made a ſudden anddeceittull 
compoſition with his creditors for the one halfe,and payd them in ready mony:which 
being vnderſtood by the great Duke, he cauſed his proceſſe to be made inſtantly, and 
thereupon he was executed alſo accordingly ; which was good juſtice,and is to be don 
by the Magiſtrats, and not by the Creditors, As of late yeares one of Genoa un Key 
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did vnto a debtor of his,whom hee knew went aboutto:deceiuaim forgreat ſums of Puniſhwents ” 


money.; whereupon ht cauſed a Chaire to be made, and called theiparty tohis houſe, 
and enrtreated him to fit therein ; which being madewith certaineengins,did ſudden- 
ly ſogripeand inclaſpe his ſaid debror,that he was compelled to pay him;or icmight 
have coſt him his life: True it is, that in Rufſia a man hath leane to bear; or to have 
his Debtor beaten vpon the hinder parts of the legs,if he cannot pay,and therewith he 
is diſcharged : which. is nor ſo cruellas to keep him alwales inpriſon, and make him 
endurea lingering death : wherein the vadoing of wines and children are made parta- 
kers yniuſtly. | 

-.Concerning fraudulent dealers the Law -is, Thatby making Ceſfion they ſhal not 
be relicued,and may be apprehended inthe Church , whereas a Free man cannot bee 
arreſted or-raken in the Church, but may be vnto him a place of refuge. 


[If hebe found a fraudulent man by his bookes of account, then any bargain or ſale 


made two or three daies before his breaking, by goods fold good cheape;may bee re« 
calledand aucided: and in like manner,if he pay one man after his breaking;the ſame 
may betaken to bedone'in fraud of all the other creditors,and may be recalled for the 


generalitie. So goods bought by him before hreaking, if they be found zz eſſe,may be 


claimed by the ſeller to his particular vſe and payment againe. 
_-Allconjecures of fraud may bee augmented and aggrauated againſt the fraudu- 
lent man, according to the ſaying, Semel inventum decies faftum, = | 


. If any mandobreake in partnerhip, the partnerſhip is ipſo faio difſolued by Law: 


but the creditof the other remaineth, paying the debrs of the partnerſhip. 


. Alſoany commiſſion giuen by him for the partnerſhip is void inſtantly : howbeitr, | 


if a Factor being ignorant of his breaking,baue cauſed his commifhon tobe follow- 
ed, that which is done doth binde the Maſter,and ſhall excuſe rhe FaRor. © 

' Adebtor ſuſpe&ed by others, may be touched before monies be due, and the Cre- 
ditor may attach ſome of his goods or. pawns: which is the cauſe that the writ of Zatz- 
zat our of the Kings Bench Court may be ſerued vpon them to finde fureties for their 
apparance (at the returne of the Writ) before the Iudges of the ſaid Court. Bur-the 
Lawes in divers countries do much differ inthe proceedings and execution of theſe 
fraudulent men. 44 54; 521) Fob es OE, 

Here ariſeth a queſtion, Whether a Surety canpretend tobe diſcharged,if the cre- 
ditors haue made or ggyeed with the Principall for a longer time of payment, and the 
Principall breakerh FThe anſwer is, That if he knew of the new agreementof the ſaid 
party for a longer time, he is liable thereunto : otherwiſe being bound as a ſurety fora 


time limited, hee ought to bee cleared at that time,or to make ſuit or' demand to haue 


his ſatisfa&tionof the Principall, as alſo of the Surety ; which beeing negle&ed,doth 
inequitie diſcharge the ſaid Surety : the reaſon-is, becauſe if the Surety do breake ar 
or before the time of the payment, the Creditor may demand another Suretic in that 
mans place which is broken,wherein the Law is very indifferent; And this isthe cauſe 
that divers Lord Chancellours of England (for monies taken vp at-intereſt vpon 
Bonds) were of opinion, That when the ſatd monies are continued or prolongedat in- 
tereſt, the Bonds ſhould be renewed, and the Counterbends alſo, and notro leaue rhe 
old Bonds for many yeares to be vncancelled : for it doth oftentimes happen,vpon o6- 
ca{1on of abſence'of ſome of the parties,that a new Bond is ſometimes ſealed, and the 
old-not.taken in,which breedeth contention: for the new Bond being made,theold is 
void,and yet may bevncancelled,and alſo put in fait by ſome Executouror Admini- 
ſtrator, ignorantof the other new Bond taken for the ſame,and payd long before. Al- 
beit herein it ſeems there is more reaſon not co make new Bonds : how ſocuer, diligent 
care muſt be had herein both by the parties and ſcrineners which nake the Bonds. 

_ Concerning agreements to be made between Bankrupts and their Creditors, there 
is 4 queſtion made, Thatif Creditors doagree with their Debtors for ſome parr' of 
theirdebts, becauſeof the Debtors loſſes and misfortunes ; Whether when the par- 


tiesbecome richagainethey may reuoke rheir agreement > And the Law hath deres-. 7 


ade by the 
Creditor, 


mined this queſtion, That if vpon the agreement there be an acquitraricem 


of Bankruptss” 
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& queſtion 


of Bankers, 


Creditorgthen the ſame agreement is abſoluteand'cannor be reuoked, vnleſſe the Ac- 
quittance were conditionall. | 


The greateſt number,or the greater ſumme of the Creditors being agreed with the 


 Debtor,are bound to beconformable with the other, and todo the like with rhe hel 


of authoritie,not onely by the Ciuile law, but alſo by the Merchants Court of Prior 
and Con(uls, which authoritie is already noted before to be in the Lord Chancellor. 
But the difference is great betweene the greater number of the Creditors, or the grea- 
ter ſum : fora man may haue an infinite number of ſmall Creditors, or few Creditors 
for very great ſums by him owing ; ſo that the greater number ſhall ouerrule the grea- 
ter ſums. It is therefore thought convenient to follow the greater ſums, which never- 
theleſſe doth not hinder the ſmaller number to proceed vpon goods appertaining to 
the partie,if they can finde them, if by the ſaid authoritiethe whole eſtate of the De- 
codor be not managed : whereupon the Bills of conformitie were of late yeares vicd 
an the Chancerie,which by the Parlement A-»o 1621 are made void, becauſe of divers 
great abuſes. committed inthe defence of Bankrupts, who ro ſhelter themſelues from 
the rigor of the Common-lawes, did preferre their Bills of complaint in Chancerie, 
which was inthe nature ofa ProteRion,and the parties broken,became to be releeued 
for cafie agreement with their creditors, albeitar charges another way extraordinary, 
Now concerning fugitiue perſons (being indebred) if they be Merchants, they are 
taken pro confeſſs to be DecoRors or Bankruprs, for they in ſubſtance by their abſence 
deny to giue areaſon of their loſſes to their Creditors, which they ods to do, if: by 
fortune they are to haue good and fauourable dealing, it it ſhall appeare,that by lofles, 
and not by waſtfull or lewd behauiour, they came behind band,whereby the Creditors 
are induced rodinide in ſome meaſure the parties goods amongſt them, as they may 
by the Law and cuſtome of Merchants. T8 


The ſtatute (made in the 34 yeare of King Henry 8) hath well prouided againſt 


theſc fugitiue perſons, that a Proclamation ſhall be made againſt them, Tharif they 
do not returne within three monerhs after they ſhall haue notice of it(which by lp 
d&xit muſt be certified) topreſent themſelues in ſome conuenient place to be declg- 
red,that then they ſhall be proceeded againſt, as if they were contemners of the lawes | 
of the realme. And in the meane time (by order from the Lords of the priuie Coun- 
cell,who haue authoxitie to grant a warrant for the Proclamation) all ſuch reuenues of 
lands orgoods tobe ſequeſtred,and afterwards to be ſold as 4 ſhall require forthe 
paimentofthe Creditors,which execution hath lately beene praQifed againſtdiuers, 
but lycth onely againſt the Kings ſubjes,but not againſt ſtrangers, nor other perſons 
whichare not Merchants or trades-men. 

 Allmeanesof firi& proceeding are tobe vſed againſt thofe fagitine Merchants, as 
alſoother DecoQors, and againſt them that doe giue'them any aide or affiſtance, 
which is not tollerated by the law : for he that will helpe them becauſe hee may the 
ſooner recouer ofhim his owne paiment, may be conuited of fraud by the law, when 


- it is found out and difcouered ; beſides that, the other Creditors may call that money 


backe againe to be diſtributed amongſt them, And the Di#io, vullo wodd is tobe vn- 
derſtood atno time,and without reaſon of excuſe, in al other things prohibited by the 
law,eſpecially in this which concerneth thediſturbers of commerce,ſo much tobe ce- 
lebrated.. And becauſe many queſtions doariſe by the meanes of the interruption of 
trafticke by Bankrupts,and rhat(as I hae noted already) the lawes in moſt countries 
do differ in the proceedings againſt them : I haue therefore in this Chapter made a 
moreample diſcourſe both ofthe Ciuile Law, the cuſtomes of the Merchants courts, 
and the examples and lawes of: other countries; to prevent the multiplicities of caſes 
which might be alledged by true obſeruarion of the premiſſes. | _ 
The queſtion concerning Bankers which haue their ſeuerall places or bankes.1n di- 


which concer- Uuersjuriſditions, and become Bankrupt, How their Creditors ſhall be dealc withall 
neth the eſtate 


19 thediuiding of their eſtates betweene them, is worthie obſeruation : for whereas 

ey keepe two,three,or more Bookes ofaccount in ſeuerall places,and therein diftin- 
guiſh the Creditors of their ſeuerall Bankes: The Ciuilians are of opinion forthemoſi 
_ COT A OE IT PIETY EN en eng” vie; 
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part, Thatthe Creditors of one juriſdi&ion ſhould not participate with the Credi- 
cors of another juriſdi&ion, and haue pur the ſame in praiſe, but thecourt of Mer- 
chants do vſeto take an account of the ftate of the Bankrupt diſperſed inall countries; 
and diuide accordingly, VE 
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» GY Sg 7p Aving ſooften inculcated that important argument,whereby true 
* Merchants are tobe carefull, That trafficke and commerce may 
& -be profitable as well rothe common-wealth,as to themſelues ; we 
d) may not omit to intreat of ManufaQtures,as an important matter 
 rothe cuſtomary Law of Merchants, conſtdering the aboundance 
& of materials and ſtuffe which the realmes of Erigland, Scotland, 
#7 TW and Ireland doaffoord, whereby'thepeople may be ſet on worke 
tA ANG* 17. 155 toad idlenefſſe (which is the root of all euill) moſt dangerous 
incountties which are populous, he ROLLS 

{;; Experiencedeinonſirated vato vs, how many other nations (hauing hot ſuffes of 
thetrownecbut fromorhgs)do neuertheleſſe ſer their people on worke vpon the ſtuffe 
and materialls of other countries, making and diſperſing the (attic into a large trade. 
Thersfore it is convenient toencourageall men to reward hew inventions with ſome 
prun fora ime, and nor for euer, to auoid the courſe of Monopolice, and to 
make'the benefit torhe common. wealth more genetall, which maketh men painefull 
by the radicall moiſture of gaine;whereof Merchants are to haue a conſfiderationfo to 
reward the'artificers and Hhandy-crafts-mens labours, that they may live by their 
worke,actordinp tothe DutchProuerbe,which themſelues vſeſo frequently, Leven ex- 
de Tater leuen,DPoliueatid to let others liue. This is to tegarded alſo by ſtates-mien, for- 
bearing to impoſe oner great Caſtomes tobe paied vpon commiodiries, whereby rhe 
people is ſet on worke both vpon goods imported and exported. It is therefore prohi- 
dited/in'Prance,that rallow bebrought in,but nor candles , old ſhoos, but not covled; 
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_ paper;butnotcards,and the like ; much more for richer wares,as ſilkes, cotton-wools, 


anUlinnen,8:c." | NE. OR 
\.Thecommodities which are tot made at all,ot but ih ſmall quantitie in England, 
and may be praQiſed,are many, as Buckrams, Tapeſtrie, Buſtians, Cambrickes, Can- 
vas;Cables, Babies;cloth of Gold and Silver, Damaske, Diaper,Mather, Paper, and di- 
vers other thihgszall which may be made in time, Q9#ia nemp neſtitaur artifex. And 


hea xmrngmhmiring an offence, ifany other nation will endeauour to doall, and ro 
exclude orthers;which exttemitic enforcethanother as we bauve found by the enter- 
priſe of the fate tiew company;for dreſſing and dying of all the white clothes in Eng. 
fandywhich caufed orher nations to make clothes of their owne by the wools of other 
- nations, Fot (as hath beene nored)'it is contrary to that commonentercourſe atid mu- 
raall couife of commodities, whereof ſome countriesate deſtitute, and other coun- 
ties doabound;'thereby ſupplying the barrenneſſe of the on@with the ſuperfluiries 
ofthe other,mainraining a friendly correſpondence and familiarity. — 
The Impreſa, Sreptra feuent Artes, miay better be attributed: to conimon-weales or 
popular gouernments, than vnto Monarchies or Kingdomes, becauſe experience pro- 
ueth the ſame vnto vs,by the great quantities made of manufactures, atd diſperſed by 
way of trade;as we hauc nored by the latidable engroſſing of them at Norenbourgh. 
he friving of making commodiries, and to vnderſell one another, are dabgerous, 
and preiudiciall to both parties ; for by their contention they hinder each m_ and 
11] | ring 


dereinisto be cotifidered, That all other hations being carefull to maintaine matiufa- * 
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Bogging of 


Commodities 
by the bog- 
girgof Turfc, 


Apifature of 
Hony & War, 


The Bee-hyue 
of twopicccs, 


bring commodities to be lefle eſteemed. This isa matter of great conſequence for 
ſtates men tobe taken into their ſerious conſideration; for as the Spaniard faith, 9uzer 
tpdo lo quiere,todo le pierde, 

Setting the fiſhing trade apart (which cauſeth all ſorts of poore to imploy their 
hands,though they want legs) let me recommend vnto you, the making and bogging 
of Peateand Turfe, the rather for thewant of wood, which England is like to baye in 
progreſſe of time, the woods being much decayed and inhauncedin price, and Peate 
and Turfe may be made ſeruiceable to ſupply the vſes of wood, and ſet an infinite 
number of people on worke. As the making of Yron, and all other mettalls made in 
fowndries and fineries : the boyling of mineralls, as Allome, Salt-peeter, Copperas, 
and the like, the burning of Brickes and Tyles, the making of Glaſſe, the refining of 
Sugar ; beſides the common vſe for brewing,baking,dying, and other profeſſions, and 
euery man conſuming wood more or lefle in his houſe, befides ſea-coale. 

And here I cannor omitrto ſay ſomething of the commodigies which will redound 
hereby to the common-wealth, namely, all boggie waſt grounds and quagmires (vn- 
pron table and dangerous for feeding of catrell & deere) ſball be converted 


Lroprofita- 
le vſes, in the making of Peare and Turfe, and (in time) with the oft dreaning'of the 
waters,tnrn to fire grounds and fiſh ponds. [t wiltpreuent the oft drowning of deere 
and cattel|, venturing for ſome grafſe growing in bogs and quagmires, whereby alſo 
many of them become rotten by drinking the vnwholeſome red waters thereof, All 
the ſaid grounds will be ſafer and pleafing for hunting and planting of woods,andthe 
fiſh-ponds may be planted round about with O fiers and hazelwood for hoopes, with 
divers other profitable meanes, as in Holland : for the ſaid gurffe is tobe madeaccor- 
totheir manner, auoiding the ſulphurous ſmell, by two yeares drying of thembefore 
their vſe, and then they will in time be vied by moſt men which now findetbe faid 
rurffe to bee offenſiue, as they did in the beginning when ſea-coales came'to be 
vſed 1n priuate mens houſes: if this had beene followed, the bogging of turffe:had 
beene already pleafingand profitable. | | 37907 y 
Next let vs ſomewhat digrefſe from ManufaQure,to Apifaure, and (with Solomon 
the wiſe) ſend the ſluggard to imitate the painefull and laborious Bees, for then- 
creaſg of Hony and Wax in England, Scotland and Ireland,arid other of his Majeſties 
dominions : and let mans helpe ſuccour this ApifaQure, if it may beſo called, asfol- 
loweth. 57 | go 
. The meanes to increaſe Hony and Wax, doth properly conſiſt in the preſeruation 
of Bees, and the making of conuenient Skepes or Bee-hyues after a new innention : 
Namely,you may make your Skepes either with Straw or Wicker oftwoſorts;ahd to 
be of two pieces, to take off atthe crowne or neere the midſt of the Hyue ; that when 
they have gathered and filled vp their houſe, and that the roome is ſcant within,then 
take away the vpper halfe and clap on a boord, or the bottome, or head of a pitch /Bar- 
rell or tarre Barrell,or the like having pitch on it,caſting Mault meale,or Beane meale 
vpon the ſame; and then daube itwell with clay about the skirts, and ſerting on with 
your clay mixt with ſome ſalt ; and when you haue thus done, then raiſe it vp.-below 
with ſo many wreythes, as you tooke aboue for the gelding of your Hyues before, 
which is very needfull ro make the greater plenty and increaſe. For makipg-your 
Skepes in this manner, the Hony may be taken at all times ; but eſpecially, wheryou 
do perceive by the lifting vp of your Skepes, that your Bees are well provided forthe 
Winters prouifion,and that there be plenty of food yet to gather,then cap them. Take 
a ſtrong wyer, make ityflar, and cut your combes in two, and then hauea parchment in 
readineſle to follow the wyer,to keepe aſunder the wax from cleauing, laying onyour 
boord with pitch and meale,as aforeſaid. This tobe done in Summer. 4 


q Preſeruation of Bees for the Climate of Great Brittaine &c. 


I | Ba March your Bees doe begin to breed, and then they begin to itletthem 
at that time be ſerued twice cyery weeke, becauſe : gy 


2 In 
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- 2 © In Aprillyour Bees begin to hatch, ſerue them in hard and rugged weather, 
whereby they are hindred to be abroad. 

3 In May is your Bee comming forth, looke to ſerue them vntill Midmay. 

4 In Iuneare your Bees in their firengrth for caſting,and then there is great plen- 
ticofFloures and Dewes for them to feed vpon. | | ”y 

5 Inluly they are full of Hony, thereforecap your firſt ſwarmes, and take vp the 
reſt fot Hony that. you meanetq take vp for that yeare,and cap as followeth, | 

6 In Avguftis the moſt: breed of Bees paſt, and you may cap likewiſe thoſe you 
meaneto keepe Ouer the yerezT meane your old Stockes,for then they may forbeare it, 

7 In September the gathering of Bees is paſt , ſtop cloſe, and if there be any that 
is not capable, leaue: them arid top cloſe with clay and ſalt, and daube below with 
Cow-dungas tbe manner is, ' © | pg OS] 
_ 8... In October begin tolookewhether robbers haue ſpoiled any gr not; if it be ſo 
that they haue, take away your Bees as in Hony time, and ſet vp your Skepes with 
the combes whole;tobe vſedas hereafter followeth, = 

9 In Nouember Roppe vpall holes, let none paſſe in or out ; but if they proue 
weake, then'take away your Bees from the caggbes,and keepe them for the ſecond and 
third {warmes after, duvac | £ 45 > [Ca 

10 InDecenibet houſe your Bees,if they and cold : and inthe North,bouſe all. 

11: In Ianary-turne vp your Bees, and throw in wort and watet and Hony twice 
ot thrice,but let your water be warme. 66-33: | oY | 

12 In February ſet forth and ſerue all then that land in need, with wort and ho- 
ny,or hony and water, fo it be warme ; and then in March looke for their breeding, as 
is beforedeclated. . _. | | . 

No corrupt combes to be left, but the bad are to be taken fotth in the Spring time 
(being in feeding) and when you haue throwne in one pinte of warme wort, and that 
they are ſtruggling with the clammineſſe of the wort; then may you very well take 
from them any thing that doth annoy them , which manner of dtefſing you may ob- 
ſerue for many yeares during your Skepe, ſo long as they ſtand toworke new agatne; 


«| Neceſſarie obſeruations concerning the Premiſſes. 


Rom the middle of Aprill,vntill the middeſt of May looke diligently to thy Bees 

for then arethey neere beginning tohatch,and do ſtand in needof moſt helpe,eſpe- 
Clally if the Spring be cold, and the winde holding any part of the North or Eaſt ; 
whereby the tender buds orbloſſomes doe periſh, and the Bees are dtiuen tothe blol- 
ſome of Apple trees,which is their vtter overthrow and decay, 


The poyſon 6f 
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« Helpes for weake Bees at all times. 


$i Ake water and hony mixt together made luke warme, and throw it amongſt the 

| L combes, tothe quantitieof a pinte at a time : or ſtrong wort. new runne, or vn- 

boiled wort alſo luke warme, and the ſame two or three times at the moſt ; and this 

forthe firſt Swarme. | | NT EE POIs | 6 
For the ſecond and third Swarme muſt be giuen in their Hiues, to preſerve that 

which they hauc gathered : Take Mulce,which is cight rimes ſo much water as hony, 

boiled to a quart or three pintes ; ſet the ſame with diſhes intheir ſhepes, laying a 

ra _ inthe diſh to keepe them from drowning, Wort and, Figs boyled will 

eruealſo, [SE Looralald do aged 
The Smoake (as it were the Tabacco of Bees) wherein they delight, is Cowes Or gcc Tabated; 

Oxen dnog, ſophiſticated with ſweet wort ; ad the marrow of the Oxe or Cow, 

being well dried :take the Shepe (which is diſeaſed) and ſet it ina meale $kiffe or 

riddle, and then kindle a little fire with your Cowes dung, and {et them ouer the 

ſmoake of the fire,and ſo ſmoake them by fits, ſcarce ſo long at every time as you can 

cell tenne,and beware not to vſe this ſmoaking too off, but as neceſhitie requireth and 

10 gentle manner, 
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The neceſlarie vie of hony and wax, made mee toiabſeruethe premiſes, wiſhing, 
That in all Pariſhes of Great Brittaine and Ireland, all the Parfdns 'and Vicars in 
Countrie Townes and Villages, were injoined to keepe Bees for theirowne benefit, 
and the generall good, which they may doe conneniently in the: Churchyards, and 
other places oftheir Gardens, and ſome of their childrenor ſchollers may attend the 
ſame. a4 Prot rot PEAF s 
Equiuocall The multiplying of Bees is eafiewithourdeſtoying them,and thecrearion of them 
Secs. 15 knowheto many,proceeding of the cortuption of a Heyfar, tlie fleſh; whereof is fit 
. to ingender Bees;as the fleſh of Horſes tor Waſpes;or thatof Manfor Lice. Andto 
abbreuiate, I doe referre the deſirous Reader-hereof ru M* Hill his booke of Husban- 
drie,where he ſpeaketh af Bees, with the commodirie of Honie and: VWax;and of their 
vſes and {cuerall profirs,colleCted out of the beſt learned Writers,as Plinize, Albertus, 
Y arro,Columella, Palladius AH fterle;T heophraſtue,Cardanm,Guilithmnite de Conchis, Agvip- 
pa, and others, S115 YN 26 | oro (O13 IE 


Returning to manufacture,and to conclude this argument, many arethe commodi- 
ties to be made of Silke, Wooll;Linnen Cotton, and;orher Stuffes:3 bur vaine isthe 
concert that would commandandigoueme-thetn all, -But as we haue declared before, 
inthe Commuration or Barter,and the vſe of them, lyerh the greareſt conſideration ; 
and inthe ſetting of people on worke toauoid idlenefle, the diſturber-of. Common- 
weales,which cauſeth men to make Plantations and Diſcoueries of other Countries, 
whereof incidently we are now to handle ſomething, ſeeing that Merchants haue the 
managing thereof, 27 VS WTI DUE 173200 357 FYSR $7 


SO SELLS STRLIRSTRSESFRSROER 


SEN i act a 
Of Plantations of People, andnew Diſconeries. 


&=q HE xnthe Common-wealth ofthe Empire of the Romans grew 
$} robevery populous, and. men (idle) would haue ſtirred more 
cominotions : Then the Plantation of Collonies of people in 
Y! other Countries was moſt neceſfarie to be pradtiſed, and 
meanes alſo to ſet-the people onworke, or to employ themin 
the wars,to gouerne the quieter at home. And at this day in 
Ya Sha fl Rome and many other places in Iraly,if a man ſhall be found 
I FAC —» VO t© line 1dle and want meanes, offer is made vnto him to draw 
—<—== alot fora ſumme ofmony, be it-30, 40,60,0r4 100 ducats(as 
he may be teputed)to hane that imony, or tobecome an officer in their Gallies, where 
Three Impo- Other malefaRors are confined to ſerue. For vnleſſe the three Impoſtumes of the 
ſtumcz ofthe yorld,namely, Varres, Famine;and Peſtilence, doe purge that great Bodie ; all:King- 
_ domes and Countries become very populous, and men can hardly live in quiet, or 
without danger. 'Merchants therefore ſeeking todiſcouer new Countries, are . much 
tobe commended atid cheriſhed; and their Cuſtomes areto be obſerued as a Law per- 

manent, which hitherto haue beene herein kept vnuiolated, 


- y CI 


Plantation of The vnfatigable induftrie to make a compleat Plantation 1n Virginia,and the Iſland 
Virginia and of Bermudus, (which hath beene very chargeable) might haue beene farre better, it 
the Bermudus. 1, neſt houſholders and families of ſomeabilitic had beene induced thereunto by 
benefit and profit ar the-beginting, and meere poore people atid vagabonds had not 
beeneadmirte@biit afterwards, This inducement ſhould haue wrought in their Idea, 
an imaginarie Common-wealth, and ought to haue beene done in this manner fol- 
20S : Make 


Plantation of 


pcoplice 
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Makechoice of ſome honeſt Shoomakers likely to tryaduentures and to inrich 
themſelues, know of them how many paire of Shoos they make yearely,whereby they 
live and theirfamilies, although yiauallsbedeare. Then Jet them know, that foure 
or five times ſo,many ſhall be raken from them;and Leather be delivered them, if they 
will goe. and inhabite in Virginia, where: they: ſhall bave houſes and lands for them- 
ſclues and their heires foreuer,and theirworke ſhall be taken from them,and they thal 
be duely.paicd, and that a certaine number onely ſhall baue this priuitedge for cer- 
raine.yeares,and none others tobe admitted,glbeitthe number of people do 'ncreaſe 1; 
whereby they may be ſure of a certaine beneficiall Ituing. And no doubr they will 
aduenturethar little they baue to inrich their meanes: and eſtate, and perſuade their 
wives and ſeruants tro go with then; who.may: ſucceed them vpon other good conditi- 
ons., Thelike is tobe done with; Taylors,Bakers,Brewers, and other handicrafts-men, 
and(fo conceiuing a common-wealth within themſelues) will reſolne and encourage 
many that are of ſome meanes togccompany others of ſmaller meanes, whereby.the 
baſe minded will bee brought:tobee alla painefull and induſtrious in time, and the 
charge of the vndertakers will be lefſe,and more commodious to prouide the Voiages 
with facilitie. _ oe . Tg fLeeE, 

_ The like was tobe put in practiſe by the Hollanders, in the Iſland of Saint Thom; 
vnder the line; but the extremitie of the heate of that Climate did bring a diſorder, 
and the attempt was giuen over, It is more likely to be/eſtabliſhed in other places : 
oe albeit the warres:in Europe will diminiſh the people,yer moſt countries are popy- 

ous. ins oct} 

Politicians although they are much miſtaken in the number of pariſhes of ſeuerall 
Kingdomes,yetare they not in the number of the perſons or inhabicancs; 
 Francecontaining by late eſtimation about 27400 pariſhes, eſteemed in 44 hun- 
dreth thouſand families,of five perſons to a family (where in England fix perions are 
accounredto be ina family)is 22 millionsof perſons, | 

England containing 9725 pariſhes, 52 ſhires, and 2 6 cities, is eſteemed in 28 hun- 
dreth thouſand families of fix perſons, which maketh 1 6 millions, and 800 thouſand 

erſons. | : 

: Scotland containing aboue 4000 pariſhes, is eſteemed to haue about i 500 thou- 
fand perſons or families of fix perſons, ts nine millions of perſons. | 


Ireland containing 5500 pariſhes,was eſtecmed not to containe the two third parts 


of Scotland, which is now much increaſed, | 
The Province of Flanders (one of the.17 Netherlands) eſteemed ta containe 
140 thouſand families,of five perſons,is 700 thouſand perſons, which is more than the 
Kingdomeof Denmarke being ten times more ſpatious, eg] 
Now omitting to ſpeake of other Countries, letvs obſerve that in all popular go- 
uernments, be itan Ariſtocracie,or Democracie, the meanes to make countries poptt- 
Tous is thought reaſonable, which in Monarchies is held tobe dangerous. The con- 
courſe of peoplecaulſeth the greater conſumption of all things, and the reuenues are 
greatby Impoſitions,and it giueth life to Trafficke and Commerce, - 
ThePlantationof VIiſter(one of the foure Prouinces of Ireland) is now very great, 
and the meanes to ſet the people on workeare tobe taken in hand, which may. be done 
by a Corporationof.Engliſh and Iriſh Merchants there inhabiting, and Engliſh Mer- 
chants in England to vent the ſuperfluitics of their commodities of that Kingdome, 
and to increaſe the manufacture of many needfull commodities to be made there, the 
realme affording ſtuffe and materialls thereunto plentiquſly. | 
And here I remembe a good obſeruation heretofore made touching the Kingdome 
of Ireland, Why the ſame was not brought vnto perfe& obedience to their ſoucraigne 


theſe 400 ye:res, but vader our moſt gratious King lawes ? which is attributed tothe 


miſtaking of the place of the plantation of the firſt aduenturers, that were deceiued in 
their choiſegfor they ſatedown and ereedtheir caſtles and habitations inthe plaines 
and open countries, where they found moſt fruitfull-and profitable lands; and tutned 
the Iriſh into the woods and mountaines, which; as they were proper places for ot 

og | | awecs 
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lawes and Theenes, ſo weterthey their naturall caſtles and fortifications: thither they 
draue their preys and ſtealths;they lurked there, and waited to doeuill and miſchiefe 5 
for theſe places they kept vnknown,by making the waies and entries theruntoim paſſh- 
ble; there they kept their cattle, liuing'by the milke of the Cow; without husbandry 
or tillage , there they increaſed and multiplied vnto infinice numbers by promiſca- 
ous generation among themſelues ; therethey made their afſemblies and conf) PiraCies 
without diſcouerie ; but they diſcouered the weakenefle of 'the- Engliſh dwelling in 
the open plaines, and-thereupon made their ſallies and retraits with great aduantage. 
Whereas on the other fide, it the Engliſh had buildedtheir caſtles al townes inthofe 
places of taſtneſſe,and had driuen the Triſh into the plaines and open countries, where 
they might haue bad an eic and obſcruarion vpon them, the Iriſh had been eaſily kept 
in order, and in ſhort'time reclaimed from their wildneſle, and would have vſed rit- 
lage, and by dwelling together in rowneſhips learned Mechanicall Arts and Scien- 
ces. This diſcourſe may ſeeme ſtrange to the Law of Merchants : but when Mer- 
chants vndertake Plantations (as we ſee they do) no man will hold the ſame ro be im- 
pertinent, | | 


The diſcovery And for as much as divers Mathematicians hcretofore haue according to thoſe dif- 
> qphanc;"t coueries made theit maps, & vpon good probabilirie affirmed and ſet down Terra 4#- 
called Terre ſtral& incognita, whereofdiſcouerie hath beene made inthe yeare 1615 by Fardinanddet 
Auſrals Quir,a Spaniſh Captaine , ler vs conſider, that many other Countries may alſo bee 
found out: albeit this containeth a fifth part of the world, for (as he ſaith ro ?hil;pthe 
third, late King of Spaine) the length thereof isas great as all Europe, and Aſia the 
leſſe,vnto-the ſea of Bachu, Perſia, and all the Ifles, as well of the Ocean,as of the Me- 
diterrancan ſea,taking England and Ifland into this account , ſeated within Zona Tor- 
rida, arid a great part thereof reacheth vnto the EquinoRiall Circle, elevated vnto 
them to 90 degrees aboue the Horizon, and in ſome places alittle leſſe. 
There they live without Kings or Lawes, and know no neighbourhood either of 
Turkes or Moores ; and according to this manner of life (althongh they want Yron 
and Guns) they haue not need of any thing. But they abound with many excellenr 
commodities, whereof the Spaniards will in time make vſe,eſpecially if they be more 
aflured of Gold there to be found, as in part they are of Silver and Pearles ; for theſe 
are the three moſt pretious darlings that lie and are cheriſhed in the boſome of Na- 
ture. To ſay nothing of Spices and Drugs whereof they abound, with many other 
commodities,by the ſaid Capraine declared. | 
And here we may not omit to remember, That it is not 'enough to diſcouer coun- 
tries, and leave them without plantation, or at the leaſt negle& the vſe of them, if 
True _ '* Merchants do giueouer their enterpriſes ; but ir is the part of Princes to ſee Plantatt- 
"a *" ons made,for two maine reaſons, That is, toconuert the inhabitants or neighbours to 
Chriſtianitie; and,to the end ſuch temporall bleflings may be enjoyed as the Land 
and Seas do afford: moſt requiſite tobe done inthe Iſland of New-found-land, bor= 
dering vpon the coaſt of America, from which it is diuided by the ſea, ſo farre diſtant 
as England is from the neereſt part of France, and lyeth betweene 46 and 53 degrees 
North latitude, as Captaine Richard Whitbourne hath very well declared in his difco- 
verie,affirming the ſpaciouſneſſe thereof to be almoſt as Ireland : and therein be hath 
noted many diſorderly courſes committed by ſome Traders and fiſhing Merchants, 
in ſetting forth tothe New-found-land, which are worthy the obſcruation and know- 
ledge of Merchants, becauſe that the like errors may not be committed in other voya 
ges,which by this good aduice may be preuented or reformed. on 
Worthy conſi- It is well knowne, ſaith hee, That*they which aduenture to New-found-land a fi- 
fe ſhing, beginne to dreſſe and prouide their Ships ready commonly in the moneths of 
the fifking December, [anuarie, aud Februarie, and are readieto ſet forth at ſea in thoſe Voyages 
made,  neeretheendofFebruarie, being commonly the fowleſt time in the yeare : and thus 
they doe, ftriuing tobe there firſt in a Harbour to obtaine the name of Admiral] that 
yeare, and foto haue the chiefeſt place to make their fiſh on, where they may doe 1t 
with greateſt cafe,and haue the choiſe of diuers neceſſaries in the Harbors. pea 
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by their haſting thither,oftentimes there comes not onely dangers to themſelues, but 
alſo great miſchicfe and lofles to-many others which arrive there after the firſt, as it 
may by that which followes truely appeare. ern ins 

For by the haſting forth (as now-they vie): they greatly endanger themſelnes, being 
many times beaten with rough and ſtormy windes, and oftentimes they are thereby 
forced to returne-backe with great loſſe both of mens lines and goods, as it is well 
knowne ; ſo that to-get the ſuperioritie to arrive there firft in an Harbour, they will 
beare ſuch an ouerpreſt ſaile,and in ſodeſperate a maner;,as there are no true voiderſtan- 
ding ſea-men that vſe the like ro any place of the world, For albeit when the iogsare 
thick, and the nights darke, that ſometimes they cannot diſcerne the length of three 
ſhips inthe way before them, and the yce often threatning much perillvnto them; yet 
on runnes the ſhip amaine ſo faſt as poſſibly ſhe may, when commonly moſt part of 
the company ate faſt aſleep, even with extreame hazard of their lives. Thus many 
times both ſhips and men haue- been caſt away ſuddenly, to the vtter vndoing of ma- 
ny aduenturers and families. | | 

Andalſothis vntimely ſetting forth conſumeth a great quantity of Viaualls that 
might bee ſaued to better purpoſe, and it forceth them to carry and recarry many 
pp in every Ship (euery Voyage) than they need, ifthey once take a fitter 
courſe. | 

Such Stages and houſes that the firſt arriuers find ſtanding inany Harbors (where- 
in men ſetdiuers neceſſaries,and alſo (alc their fiſh) ſome men haue vied to pull downe 
or taken their pleaſure of them : by which vnfit diſorders of ſome firſt arriuers there 
yearely, thoſewhich arriue after them are ſometimes twentie daies and more, to pro- 
uide boords and timber to fit their boats for fiſhing, and other neceſſary roomes to 

 falt and dry their fiſh on, whereby much rime is loſt, and Vikualls conſumed to no 

purpoſe, and thereby alſo the voyages of the after commers are often greatly hinde- 
red and prolonged,to the generall hurt of the common.wealth:and the marinersthem- 
ſelues which commit thoſe great abuſes are thereby alſo much wronged,as themſclues 
may concelue. | o_ 

Wherefore if ſuch as henceforth adnenture to that countrie , take ſome better 


greater ſafety of their aduentures, and much good thereby. For whereas heretofore Senckesarihe 
y reformati- 


] ' on abour fi- 
time of the yeare, whereby they often receiue ſuch hinderances and loſfes, they need thing, 


And iit may be thought reaſonable, That men which will vadertake toſettle people Connie : 
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thrownzand then a meane place to make fiſh on will be made more commodious than 
the beſt place is now,that men fo dangerouſly and deſperately run tor euery yeare, 

And thus euery mans fiſhing Pinnaces may be preſerued in ſuch perfe& readineſle, 

againſt his ſhip ſhall yearely arriue there-againe z which Pinnacesare now often loſt, 
and ſometimes torne in pieces by the firſt arriuers there, very diſorderly : and'if ſuch 
Pinnaces, Stages,and Houſes may be maintained and kept in ſuch readinefle yearely, 
itwould be the moſt pleaſant, profitable and commodious trade oof fiſhing that is at 
this time in any part of the world, | 
For then euery Ships company might fall to fiſhing the very next or ſecond: da 
after there arrivall, whereas now it 1s twentie daies before they are fitted , and then 
ſuch ſhips ſhould not need (o ſoone to haſt away from England by one moneth, at the 
leaſt mens lincs might be thereby much the better ſaued, leſſe: vicualls waſted, and 
- many dangers preuented, And foeuery ſhip incuery ſuch Voliage, may gaine quick- 
ly one hundred pounds, that vſually carry in her but twentie men more than now they 
doe, by leauing of foure men thereof twentic. And as the proportion before named 
holds, for leauing {ix men in New-found-land of thirtie; {o the allowing of men to 
be made proportionably from euery Ship, wil ſoon raiſe many peopletobe ſettled in 
every barbour where our Nation vſeth to fiſh, and in other harbours in other Coun- 
tries in like manner, ſome ſhips by this courſe may then quickly gaine two hundred 
pound, and ſome three hundred pound and more, according to therr/greatneſſe, more 
than they do yearely now , and thoſe men ſo lefr will manure land for Corne, ſaw 
boords, and fit. timber to. bee tranſported from thence, and ſearch out for diuers 
commodities in the countrie, which as yet lie vadiſcouered: and by ſuch meanes 
the land will be in little time fitly peopled with divers poore handie-crafts men, that 
may. be focommodionfly carticd thither with rheir wiues:and that no man elſe ſhould 
appropriate tohimſelfe any ſuch certaine place, and commoditie for his fiſhing voi. 
age, except heewill in ſuch manner ſettle a fiich part ob his companie there to live, 
And then fuch aduenturers thither will carefully prouide Fore for ſuch as they leaue 
there,nor onely for bread and victuals, but likewiſe for all necefſarie tooles fit for any 
kind of husbandry. And thecharge thereof will yearely repay it felfe with the bene- 
fit oftheir labours that ſhall be ſo left chere,with great aduantage. 

By this meanes will ſhipping increaſe, men be imploied, and two voiages may be 
made yearely,and much vicuall ſaued : for the allowance of viAuall to maintaine fix 
men to carrie them and recarrie them outwards and homewards, is fix Hogfſheads of 
Beere, and fix hundred weight of Bread, beſides Beefe and other prouifionwhich men 
as they ſaile roo and fro(as now they vſc)do little good or any ſeruice at all, but peſter 
the ſhip in which they are, with their Bread, Beere, Water, Vood, Viduall, Fiſh, 
Cheſts, and diners other trumperies that every ſuch fix men doe cumber the ſhip 
withall yearely from thence, which men are to be agcounted vnneceflarie perſons re- 
turning yearely from thence. 

But being left in the countrie in manner aforeſaid, the places of theſe ſhips which 
by them ſhould haue beene preoccupied,'may be filled vp yearely with good fiſh, and 
many beneficiall commodities ; and the men ſo left in the Countrie, will notonely be 
* freefromthe perils of the Seas by notreturning yearely, but will liue there very plea- 

ſantly, and (if they be induſtrious people) gaine twice as much inthe abſence of the 
Ships,more then twelue men ſhall be able ro benefit their maſters that are kept vpon 
_ The fentilitie Farmes, and that yearely , for the fertilitic of the ſoile is admirable, repleniſhed with 
__— ſcuerall wholeſome fruits, herbes,floures,and corne,yeelding great increaſe; the ſtore 
ny of Deere, of Land-fowleand Water-fowle is rare and of great conſequence; as alſo 
may mow of timber there growing, with great hope of 'Mines, and making of Yron 
and Pirch. 
Furres may be procured not only by'taking the beaſts,but by ſetling)in proceſſe of 
time)a traffick with the Sauages for their Furres of Beuer, Martins, Scale, Otters, and 
many other things. Finally,the rockes and mountaines are good for ſeeds, roots, and 
vines, and the Climate is temperate,ſceing the greateſt part thereof lieth ow three 
egrces 


An caſie way 
* forplantations 
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degrees necrerto the South than any part of England doth, which hath alſo moued 
me towrite the ſaid commendations of New-found- land,by the affirmation made vn- 
to me by the ſaid Captaine, to the end all Merchants might further this intended 
Plantation, whereby the fiſhing trade may be much aduanced, and the fiſh it ſelfe be- . 
come more vendible, which ſhall be prepared by the inhabitants of the perſons robe  - 
left there. For it is well approued by all rhoſe that yearely fiſh for Herrings, Cod and ee | 
Ling, that Salt orderly boyled doth much better preſerue fiſh, and keepeth more de- pecterne OY 
lightfuller in taſt,and better for mans body,than that fiſh which is preſerued with any 
other kinde of Salt, as is now due for want of connenient houſes to boyle and prepare 
the ſame,yet may be done by the ſaid. Plantation. Butthis being a matter depending 
thereupon, I am now to intreate of the fiſhing trade more in particular in the next 
Chapter,ending thus concerning Plantations, whereby Princes dominions are cglar- 
ged for their honour and benefit alſo. 
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Of the Fiſhing T rades 


YÞ.cÞ, 28. Ome menmay wonder,and not withour juſt cauſe, That this ma 
NY inportant argument of Fiſhing hath" nor beene handled hithertg; 
222- Bur intruth my meaning was not to haue touched the ſame, bes 
P cauſcof the negle& of itin the Kingdomes of Great Britaine. and 
Fa lreland, where the ſame is abandoned toother Nations : howbeir 
vpon better conſideration) calling many things to minde) I] faund 
Y'& that it would haue beene a great error to paſſe oyer the ſame with 
filence, and to omit the Cuſtomes of Merchants therein, as rhe 
fundamentall cauſe of the Trafficke and trade of divers Nations, whoſe great wealth 
hath proceeded from the ſame. For it hath pleaſed Almighty Gad, ta extend his 
bleſſings herein, more than in all other things created : for when God ſaid tothe earth 
Let it bring forth Trees and Plants : and for Fowles created out of the: Seas, Let the Fowle Gen.i.20.4% 
fly in the open firmament : and of Cattle, Let the earth bring forth the lining thing agcording 
to his kinde : He faith of Fiſhes in a peculiar phraſe, Let the waters bring forth in abup- 
Aance, enery thing that hath life , and willed them to increaſe and multiply and to fill 
the waters, which was the cauſe that the Prophet David, being raniſhed with admira- 
tion,faith ; O Lord, how manifold are thy workes, in wiſdeme haſt thou made them all, and the pjulyog; 
earth is full of thy riches : ſo is the great and wide ſeaalſo,wherein ave things creeping innume- 
rable, both ſmall and great beaſts, The earth is tull, bur in the ſea are innumerable. Of {208 
the beaſts of the earth the learned haue obſerued, That there be ſcarce 120 ſeuerall $:atiger.ns- 
k1ndes, and not much more of the fowles of the ayre : bur no mancanreckon the ſcue- _ TO 
rall kindes of the creatures of the ſeas, or can number any one kinde. This ought co " 
ſtirre vs vp toeſtabliſh the fiſhing trade,eſpecially for Herrings,Cod,and Ling,which 
tooke his originall from vs : for it is not much aboue one hundreth yeares fince that | 
one Y jolet Stephens, and other diſcontented Fiſhmongers departed the realme of Eng- originall of 
land,and went into Holland, tothe Towne of Enchuſen, where they procured. the in- rhe AQUA 2 
Habiranc co fiſh for them in the ſeas, ſtreames, and dominions of Great Brittaine : cone 
which inhabitants (vpon rhe deceaſe of the ſaid Engliſhmen) rooke the whole trade 
to themſelues, which afterwards hath beene diſperced into many other Townes, 
whereby the trade is ſo increaſed, that Holland and Zealand haue aboue 2000 Buſles 
or Fiſhing Ships,which do make ordinarily two or three Voyages yearely albeitcheir 
Countrey is remote from our Seas zand England, Scorland and Ireland or Fs 
| | 10S; 
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Giching (as it were) artheirdoores. And ſach is the bleſſing of Almighty God, thar 
aboue ſfix.hundreth thouſand Laſts of fiſh are taken yearely in the dominions of the 


King of Great Brittaine only, omitting the quantirie of fiſh taken in Denmarke Seas, 


' : , 


Ruſſia, New-found-land, Spaine,Iraly,and other dominions, 
2 = .AndhereLamto make a little abridgement of the colle&ion of one Tobias Gentle- 
2%... n4n,aFiſher-man, whomade a treatiſe touching the ſame, intituled Ezelands way ts 
| That fiſhing is Winwealth, and to imploy Ships and eMariners, prouing firſt, the lawfulnefle of it by his 
| Lenfll, fra -  Majeſties: ſubjeQs of Great Britraine, ſecondly, How feaſible it is for them by the 
5 gy pe cexemplarie ations of other. Nations, that haue nothing growing in their owne land 
for thar vie, butare conſtrained to fetch all out of other Countries ; laſtly, That the 
tradeof fiſhing is profitable,by the ſucceſle ſcene with the Hollanders being rich and 
opulent,notwithſtanding their long warres, and which themſelues doe call robe their 
chiefeſt trade and principall Gold-mine, whereby many thouſands of their people of 
trades and occupations are ſet on worke, maintained, and do proſper, as may be ſeene 
Proclamation by their Proclamation annexed to the ſaid Treatiſe. | 
| of xe States Hereupon he ſheweth, That about Midmay they make ready their Buſſes, and Fi- 
' Provinces, Fher-fleets,and by the firſt of Iune(their Stile)they are ſcene to ſayle out of the Maſe, 
Texell, and the VIy, a thouſand ſayle together for to catch Hetrrings in the North 
 Seas,being moſt of them ſhips of 120,0r 100 tunnes,and the other 60 tunnes or there- 
 _ abouts;hauing in them 24 men, and ſome x6 and 20 incuery ſhip; and they conti- 
| ——_ -nuetheir courſe North-Weſt and by North,vntill they arriue at the Iſle of Shortland, 
- Ile, * which is the dominion of the;K.of Great Brittain,and the greateſt I{land of the Orca- 
:des, and lies in the height of 60 degrees of Northerly latitude. And by the 14 day of 
une (which. is by their Law a time limited to lay their nets) they begin to fiſh, and 
*doe neuer leaue the skoales of herrings,but come along amongſt them, following5 0 
- miles ti length,lading their ſhips twiceor thrice before they come to Yarmouth, ſen- 
ding them away by the Merchants ſhips that ſend them victuals,barrels,and more ſalt 
*and nets if they need any; which ſhips are called Yagers, that is to ſay, Hanters or 
 ;Doggerbores, and theſe Ships doe carry.them, and ſel! chem in the Eaſt-Conntries, 
| Places ts ſell ſome toRigaand Reuell, ſome to the Narue,Ruſſia,Stockholme, and all Poland, Prul- 
Hcrrings,  *£a Pomerland, Lituanis, Statin, Lubek, and Denmarke : returning Hemp, Flax, Cor- 
 dage, Cables, Iron, Corne, Soap-aſhes, Wax, Wainſcor, Clapbord, Pitch, Tar,Deales, 
'Hvopes,and other commodities,with plenty of money ; and for France, they ſend for 
"Burdeaux, Rochell, Nantes, Morliaix, and San Mallous, Cane in Normandie, Roan, 
Paris, Amiens,andall Picardie,and Calice,with the Low- Countries ofthe Archduke 
_ -=of Auſtriareconciled with the King of Spaine, returning other commodities and mo- 
*nies for theprouenue of their fiſh. For by their lawes all thoſe Herrings that they do 
-catch in Yartimouth ſeas, from Bartholomew-ride varill Saint Andrew (which are 
_Rope-ſicke) they may not bring home into Holland ; and theſe they fell vato Yarn- 
- mouth men for ready money.. 5 EE 
* © Theirfiſhing for Cod and Lings continually is done with ſmaller ſhips (of 40 tun 
Wood galls ”burthen) called Pinkes and Welboats, and all this is done with ſo good order atid 
wade. > - provifion;that by nightand day all is ſupplied, and the fiſh takenoff inflantly, And 
of mine owne knowledge,they are ſo conſtant io their fiſhing, that they are contented 
to haue one good yeare for fiſhing in ſeuen yeares.. All fiſhermen axe prouided for, 
and their wiues at home cannotwant; for in their care, they may be com pared tOJo- 
feph jn Egypr,prouiding for the time of famine. Res - 
_ .. They have beſides all this (continually in the ſeaſon) another fleet of Fiſher-men 


(called Flyboats) whichare in number ſome two hundreth or more, and theſe beat 


the, North-Eaſt of Shortland, having ſmall boars with them, called Cobles, and by 


- . , 


- 


' meanes of them Lingsare taken in great abundance, which rhey,doe nor barrel, but 

ſpletand falt them in the ſhips bulke. To ſay norhing of freſh Fiſh, and other pretty 

_ © obſeruations of the ſaid Tobias Gentleman, let ys note the commodious fifher-rownes 
Commodions \ ' of England, as Colcheſter, Harwich, Orford, Alborough, Domvich, Walderſwike, 
zownes for FE Sond; Yarhimouth, Blackney, Wels,Linne, Boſton, and Hullby him. named ; where- 
ſhiog in Zogy, 5790 © N, B13 2 ORF" nd HU Fehr ito 


I II 


Lex «Mercatoria, 


untoI may adde Scarborough, Harlepole, Whitby, Marske, Stockton, Gysborough, 
New-caſtle, and other places in the North. And it is tobe much admired, that this 
crade hath beene ſo long negle&ed : howbeit fome are of opinion, That it would hin- 
der much to the trade of cloth, it fiſhing were entertained, eſpecially inthe returne of 
our commodities, and that the priuiledges granted to divers ſocieties (as the Mer- 
chants Aduentures, Eaſt-land, and Ruſha Merchants) ſhould be infringed thereby, 
and fo both trades cannot ſubfiſt together, | 
Others ſay, That other nations are more painefull and induſtrious than wecan be, 
and have more skill in the cutting, packing,and ſalting ofthe fiſh ; and which is more, 
chey can ſend away their Fiſh (and pay no fraight) by their ſhips going (otherwiſe) 
empty for corne and ſalt;for they pay but foure ſhillings fora Laſt;which is drinking 
money. And the Hamborgers hauing heretofore imitated the Hollanders to fiſh 
with Buſſes for Herrings,after 5 or 6 yeares triall, haue beene compelled 'toabandon 
the fiſhing,and ſuffer their ſhips to lie by the wall rotting, becauſe they found a loſſe, 
and that the Hollander did outſell them, bauing the berter and cheaper fiſh; and the 
like would befall England,as ſome haue already found. 
To theſe two obje&ions, The one being Domeſticke,and the other forraine, I make 
thisanſer; which is referred to the judicious Reader. _ | 
That the trade of cloth ſhould be hindered by the fiſhing trade, is not probable, 
being adiſtin&t commoditie which ſerueth for the belly, and the other for rhe backe, 
and both are ſold by vs and other nations in one or more places, and we both make 
our returnes homewards by commodities,money, and exchange for monies by Bills, 
ſo that the difference of the perſons maketh notany ſollid argument : for if we returne 
commodities for commodities,and they returne monies,we may returne both the one 
and the other, hauing meanes more than ſufficient to maintaine the trades, confide- 
ring thegreat ſummes of money deliuercd at intereſt, although the money 7» ſpecie be 
jaws. 49> by theſe meanes would be ſupplied. And concerning the priuiledges 
granted to ſcuerall ſocieties, it will be eafie toreconcile them by good orders to be 
obſerued in the fiſhing trade, whereinall men of ſeuerall companies may participate, 
and the generall good is alwaies to be preferred before the particular, and that ſocie- 
tie which is againſt the common good ought not to be admitted or continued for any 
priuate reſpect, 72 grin, oo 
Tothe ſecond obje&ion, that other nations are more painefull and induſtrious,and 
haue more skill in the cutting,ſalting, and packing of fiſh, and pay no fraight for the 
tranſportation of their fiſh : Suppoſe it be ſo as you ſay for the preſent, yet you can- 
not deny bur that the ſame may be amended by vſe and Cuſtome, ſeeing our people 
can endure all climates and hardineſle as well as others, and by good orders and gaine 
may beallured to vndertake labour and paines,when want breedeth induftry,and gaine 
1s likea ſecond life. = | 797" EN 
The managing ro make fiſh more merchantable and vendible, may be learned of 
others in time, and for wages men will be procured that ſhall teach others, we know 
that the Proverbe is true Onne principinm grave. The like may be ſaid touching the 
fraighrof ſhipping, which in proceſſe of time may be had in the ſame manner, if the 
coaſt Townes of England were: made and appropriated tobe the Ware-houſes or 
Magafins for the grofſe commodiries of thoſe Countries where the Herrings are fold: 
For the ſcituation of England is farre more commodious to ſend away the ſaid com- 
modities for all other Countries, and in diuers places at all times and ſeaſons of the 
yeare; when their Countries are frozen for many moneths together, or want many 
times winde and weather to performe their Voyages, which was the cauſe that the 
Hamburgers could not conueniently continue their fiſhing trade,as is alledged, . 
Hauinganfivered ſufficiently (as I hope) the two maine obje&ions againſt the Hi- 
ſhing trade, ler vs now examine the benefit of it, by theicalculation made by the ſaid 
Gentlemen. Now to ſhew truely,ſaith he, what the charge of a Buſſe willbe, with all 


her furniture, as Maſts, Sailes, Anchors, Cables, and with all her fiſhers implements 5: 


ſhe being betweene 


and appurtenances at the firſt prouided all new, is a great charge, ſhe Voreie 
a _ ch thirtic 
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thirtic and fortie Laſt,will coſt five hundreth pounds,and may continue twentie yeres 
with ſmall coſt and reparations: bur the yearely ſlite and weare of her tackle and war- 


' ropes, with her nets,will coſt cightie pounds. 


- And the whole charge forthe keeping of her at ſea, for the whole Summer or three 
Voyages, for the filling of a hundred Laſt of caske or barrels. 


v8 ; 
100 Laſtof barreſs——-——-—77 A hundred Laſt of barrels filled and 
For ſalt 4 moheths-—— —————— 83] ſold at 10 pounds the Laſt,is 1000f? o © 
Beere 4 Moneths———————4: EVE. 
For bread 4 monethy———————:z| 
Bacon and butter —————————8 >The charge deduced 3350 0 
For peaſe and billets——=———6 Gotten 665 © @ 
For mens wages 4 moneths—————388} TY, Footed 

| 335J 


Here (faith hee) plainely appeareth, that is gotten 665 pounds in one Summer ; 
whereof, if that you dodedudt one hundreth pounds for the wearing of the ſhip, and 
the reparations of her nets againſt the next Summer, yet ſtill there is 5 65 ® remaining 


 forcleere gaines by one Buſſe tor one yeare,rating the Herrings ſold bur at ten pound 


the Laſt, which is commonly ſold by the Hollanders at Danske for fifteene and twen- 


The charge of a Pinkeof eighteene or twentie Laſt,making fifteene Laſt of barrell 
fiſh, he accounted accordingly to coft 260 ®, and the prouifion and wages to be for 


two moneths 57 ®, and the Laſt ſold at 14 ® 8, or 24 fthe barrell, there is reſting 


gaine for fifteene Laſt of Barrell fiſh, 158 &, ": 
He hath noted moreouer, that beſides the Hollanders, the French-men of Picardic 
haue alſo a hundreth ſaile of fiſhermen onely for Herrings,on his Majeſties ſeas euery 
yeare in the Summer ſeaſon, and they be almoſt like voto Buſles, but they bave nor 
any gagers tocome vntothem : but they do lade themfſelnes, and returne home rwice 
euery yeare,and finde great profit by their making of two Voyages yearely. | 
And hereupon hee concluderh with an exhortation to all noble, worſhipfull, and 
wealthie ſabjeas, to put too their aduenturing and helping harids for the fpeedie 
launching and floating forward of this great good common-wealth bufinefle, for the 
ſtrengthning of his Majeſties dominions with two principal! pillars, which is, with 


plenty ofcoine brought in for fiſh and Herrings from forraine Nations, and alfo for 


the increaſing of mariners,againſ all forrein inuaſions, and for the bettering of trades, 
and ſetting ofthouſands of poore and idle people on worke. 
Bur now returning to the lawfulneſſe of fiſhing, wherein we are to obſerue, That 
albeit hunting,hawking,and fiſhing beof one kinde, as ſubje& roa like law and liber. 
tie, becauſe that any wilde beaft, fowle,or fiſh being once taken by any man, common- 
ly it becommeth his owne proper by the law of nations yet there1s a difference be- 
tweene theſe three: and although hunting and hawking be almoſt euery where law- 


| = = fiſhing is forbidden in other mens ponds, ſtankes,and lakes,as comparable vn- 
totheſr, Ps, 


Y Statute Lawes of England,Scotland,and Ireland,concernine fiſhing . 


; T He ſeuerall Statutes of theſe Kingdomes haue eſtabliſhed good orders concer- 
| 2 ning the fiſhing trade, whereuntorelation may be had, containing in ſubſtance, 
the ordinances to build ſhips and boats, and appointing of certaine times for fiſhing, 
and then onely to fiſh, vpon paines nor onely of forfeitures and fines, but death alſo, 
according to the manner of offence made; and contempt of thoſe decrees and ordi- 

- nances., - | von p bh; 


Prohibiting (forthe increaſe of fiſhes) the making, 
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yarſresz 
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yarres,dams,ditches,tramlets,parkings,dyking in any waters where the ſea ebbes and 
flawes : andalbeit ſome are permitted tolay nets, and to make weares, yet muſt hee 
keep the Saturdaies ſlop,that is, to lift the ſame from. Saturday inthe afternoone vn- 
till Munday. Andheis to make each ſpace or me(h of his nets three inches wide, ex- 
cept for taking of Smelts, and other fiſh which will neuer bebigger, and the ſameis ro 
be ſerypoa the water, thar the midſtreame may haue the ſpace of ſix foot wide, vpon 
paine of fiue pounds, | FY 

And conterning the fiſhers ſafety and priuiledges,it is prouided, That all ſhips ſai- 
ling tocatch Hertings, ſhall (during the taking of them) let downe ſayle after day- 
lightis paſtand lettheir Anchor fall, and keepe watch with lanterne and light varil! 
the day light appeare, leaſt otherwiſe the poore fiſhers ſhould be ouerrunne, and their 
nets broken, : | | "= 
 Irisalſo prouided, That fiſhers ſhall not-hurt one another, and the meaſnre of their 
nets are limited in length and breadth : and alſo that no drag-netbe ſet before March, 
nor vpon deeper water than fourteene fathome: | 

Alſothat they ſhall be honeſt and true,and not lie to their neighbours, being asked 


The priuil 


es of fiſhers; 


concerning the length and depth of their ropes or tewes when they are in driuing;nel- 


ther ſhall they witringly or willingly ſuffer their tewes to flitand run ouer One ano- 
ther, vader paine of ten pounds for euery offence, 

That ill Sunne ſet on Sunday, no man Jay nor hale nets or great lines, or exerciſc 
any labour,vpon paine as aforeſaid. OE NP Ne, or ns BIT LORE UNTILL Sb: 
And for the incouraging of fiſhers inthe North and Weſt Iles of Scotland, there 
is a Stature prohibiting all exaRions to be taken of them, but onely the Kings Cu- 
ſtome,vpon paine tobe found a manifeſt oppreſſor, And concerning Fiſhers and dea- 
lers or traffickers with fiſhes ; it is alſo ordained, That not only all fiſh: flaine and ta- 
ken neere to the coaſt of Seotland be brought to the market places, where the taker 
dwelleth, or the neereſt place.thereunto, but alſoall the fiſhes takenin the Narth, or 
Weſt Iles,or Forts,to be brought dire&ly tothe towns where the Fiſhers dwel,to the 
end the countrey be firſt ſerued andthe fiſh offered tothe market places, from which 
none may carry them to pack'& pilegbut only between the houres ofeleuen and two in 
the afternoone,vpon pagge of forfeiture of the ſame; Inwhich matkets it is lawtull to 
the Prouoſt and Bailiffes to ſet. downe prices, and tocompell the Packer and Piler to 
{ell againe for the need of the ſubje&s ; which being done, they may tranſport the re- 
mainder where theywill: and if they commit any contempt; then ghewfiſh is forfei- 
ted, two parts tothe King and the third tothe Magiſtrate. £4 tout fort 

Ia like manner concerning the barrelling of fiſhes, it is ordained that the meaſures 
preſcribed of old ſhall be kept, namely,cach barrell of Herrings, orof white fiſh, to be 
of twelue gallons, and the barrell of Salmon of foutteene gallons, according tothe 
| Meaſureof Hamborough, vpon paine of forfeiture, and fiue pounds to be lenied from 
the Cooper, and therefore hogp ytons to be made.in each towne for the triall and ga- 
giog thereof, All which concerneth the Law of Merchants, and the particular know- 
ledge of euery one of them, «, + SO 6 Arndt cg io almipoogt 4 
» Letys now-remember inthis place the fiſhing of New-found-land, andthe VVhale 
fiſhing, with the profit and commodities of the ſame, as they are obſerued by thea- 
forcſaid Captain 1hitebourne,who affirmed vpon his own knowledge, That the French, 
Biſcaines,and Portugals, can make two voyages yerely to New-found-land, with 400 
fayleof ſhips,and get thereby an incredible wealth ; beſides Engliſh ſhips,whereothe 
faith, That inthe yeare r 6x 5,there was 250 ſayle of ſhips great and ſmall, che burthens 
and tunnage he eſteemed to be one with another 15000 tunnes, at 60 tunnes, atid, 30 
men and boyes to cuery one; therein were. imployed aboue 5000 perſons, by whoſe 
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- meanes there was taken by euery.ſhip, aboue ſixſcore thouſand fiſh, and fiue tunnes of | 


Trayneoylewhich being brought into England, France, or Spaine, and ſold after the 

rateof foure pounds for euery, o ſand of fiſh, and 120 fiſhes to the hundred, will a- 
mount to fix ſcore thouſand pounds,which is not above one penny a fiſh. The Trayne 
Oyle amounting to 1250 tunnes, at 42, amounted to 15000 pounds; {o the ou! 
Wk , | : A area ec A 
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ſale was 135 thouſand pounds,omitting toreckon the ouer- prices, which were made 
and gotten by the ſale thereof in forraine countries, The conſideration (thar all this 
and the like wealth procured by fiſhing, is done by the labour and induſtrie of men, 
with exportation of money and exchange, or other Commodities to be commutedor 
bartred for them) is worthy the obſeruation, and by the trade of it moneyes are to be 
had plenteouſly, and all forraine commodities alſo, to the inriching of Common- 
weales, where many numbers of people are ſer on worke and relieued ; as Bakers, 
Brewers, Coopers, Ship-wreights, and Carpenters, Smiths, Netmakers, Ropemakers, 
Linemakers, Hoopemakers, Pullymakers, and many other trades to make the neceſſa- 
ric prouiſion of the fiſhing Voyages;whercin the lame, impotent,and all poore people 
may have imployment for their maintenance. Hy 
Touching the Whale fiſhing,eſpecially in Greene-land, for the making of Traine 
oyle ; the ſame 1s much augmented by ſeuerall Nations, fince that the Biſcayners and 
Bayoneſes haue taught the maner of taking of them, caſting harping yrons into their 
vaweldie great bodies, when they are on ſhore for want of water, otherwiſe very nim- 
ble in the Seas : For they hauea great feeling, and their fleſh is viſcoſiteor oylie, apt 
for ſwimming,and as ſoone as the harping yrons haue ſtrucken them, they runne to- 
wards the bottome aboue a hundreth fathomes deepe, as the lines (which are faſtened 
thereunto) will giue way. So that ſometimes it will bee aboue two houres before 
they come vp (being ordinarily aboue twentie foot in length) and then being hoyſed 
vp to the ſterne of the ſhip, the fleſh is pared off, and ſwimmeth vpon the ſeas, and the 
rumpeof the body is letten fall againe,and rhen the fleſh boyled, and preſſed, maketh 
Trayne oyle,which yeeldeth good benefit, if the Voyage be not ouercharged by ex- 
pences. For preuention whereof, let vs note the proportion for the viQualling of fifty 
men for eight moneths, of a ſhip of 200 Tunnes, and caſt Merchants or Fiſhermens 
account accordingly,for the greater or leſſer number of perſons, or the longer or ſhor- 
certime of viualling,more or leſſealſo in price, 50 menate 12+ Meſles, being foure 
toameſſe by diſtribution. TID 
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Bisket a pound p day toa man, is 120 quintals, at 9g f——————47 16 © 
Syder and Beere,one hog ſhead a day,with caske yron @® 
bound, r2 tuns, at 50 ff, x94 48 tuns caske, at 20 ff, more IEF 
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Water cake new, and yron bound 10 tunnes, at 45 f—————=———z Ie 0 
Beefe two pound p day, is 100 # weight for three 
dayes a weeke, is inall 96 daies, and 8500 and 3 quar- 
ters, at 26 ſthe hundreth, is: rn mr mmm nem e——— 0 0 
Caske yron bound, 500 weight in a Hogſhead repac- | 
ked, and Salt——— hw ———— 0 0 
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which ſaid ſumme of 539 # 18 f, amounteth about 23 { a man foreuery moneth, be- 
ſides the ſhips fraight and mens wages, which may be agreed vpon diverſly. And 
commonly the Company is permitted to haue one third, the Owners of the ſhipone 
third, and the Merchant or Merchandiſe one third : all other incident chargesto bee 
borne accordingly betweene them,whereof Indentures of couenants are made. 
Hauing reſerued to intreat of this important buſineſſe of Fiſhing, in the end of 
this firſt part of Zex Mercator/a, concerning Commodities, which are compared _ 


L — 
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Body of Trafficke, together with the Sea-Lawes obſerued therein,with all other Cu- 
ſtomes of Commerce: Let vs now proceed tothe ſecond Part,touching Moneyes,be- 
ing the Soule of Traiticke , which tn times paſt were noted to be raiſed by the fiſhing 
trade (now ſo much negleRed) appertaining to the Kingdomes of Great Brictaine, 
and Ireland,as bath beene ſhewed cuen by originall Antiquitie, The correſpondence 
and long entercourſe betweene the Societie of Gold-ſmiths and Fiſhmongers allu- 
deth hereunto : For Saint D#nſ#ane the Biſhop, termed to be the patron of the Com- 


iluer, which by the benefit of fiſhing was obtained, whereby-che Kingdomes Plate 
and Bullion was procured, For the aduancement of which fiſhing Trade, he did ad- 
viſe, That three fiſh daies ought to be kept in every weeke, which cauted alſo 
moreadſinence: and hence the Prouerbe came, That Saint D#nſtave 
tooke the Deuill by the noſe with his pinchers. Which 
Cuſtome, if it were better obſerued with vs, © 
would proue very beneficiall to the 
___. State and Common- 
wealth. 


T he End of the Firſt Part, 


THE SECOND PART OF 
LEX eMERCATORIA, OR T HE 
Ancient Law-Merchant ; concerning monies, 


compared to the Soule of TRAFFICKE 
and COMMERCE, 


RELIES Es have already compared the three Simples or Efſentiall parts of 
3 Trafficke,namely, Commodities, Mony,and Exchange of Monies, 


ix 2:7 dependances thereupon, as being properly the cauſes of Com- 
9 Net & thod wee are now alſo to obſerue in this ſecond part of the Law- 
_Merchant,concerning Monies, compared to the Soule, which infuſeth lite vnto. Traf- 
*fickeby the meanes of Equalicicand E aitie,preuentin aduantage berweene Buyers 
. and Sellers, And becauſe money is made of Mettals, whereof we haute not ſpoken in 
the Chapter of the Commodities whereby Commerce is maintained, hete we as ro 
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begin with the very originall of Mettals and Mines, as a matter worthy the know- 
ledgeof Merchants and others, | | 
Firſt we find, Thatwhen commodities began much to ab ound in the world, al man- 
ner of Mettall,as Gold, Siluer, Copper, Tin, Leadand yron grew into greater eſtima- 
tion,as being fir and moredurable tor preſeruation ; and io the pureſt and fineſt Mer- 
tall moſt eſteemed, Atwhich rime the riches of men was notwithſtanding deſcribed 
ro conſiſt of cattle, commodities, and other moueables : and there was a commurari- 
on of commodities, as bath beene declared, which was found tobe very cumberſome, 
and did require much carriage of wares vp and downe from one country vnto another; 
by reaſon whereof Money was deuiſed ro be coyned, tobe the rule and ſquare where- 
by all other things ſhould receiue eſtimation and price,and (as itwere)become a mea- 
ſure whereby the price of all things might be ſer, to maintaine a certaine euenhood or 
equalitic in buying and ſelling , and the ſame to haue his ſtanding valuation onely by 
publike authoritie, to the end that all things might equally paſſe by trade from one 
man to another. | Ws 

Concerning the denomination of Money,it is derined of Moxeta,which proceedeth 
amonends, to ſhew you the name of rhe Prince ; vel nummi aota, and conſequently the 
price of the piece ot coyne by his authoritie made,ſtamped and valued. 

Pecnnia is deriued a Pecude, of Cartell, as of Sheepe and Oxen, the figure whereof 
was coyned thereupon, Nummus, a numerando, vel nemine, of the name of the Prince 
ſtamped vpon it ; and alſo ſocalled, Carols Guildren or Floren, ſoa ducat of Duca- 
745, the name of a Duke, Andin times paſt being called Stipend;aum, was a ftipe of pent- 
ds, before the ſame was coyned with a ſtampe, but made and weighed, being (iluer, as 
the Cicle ofthe Hebrewes. | 

The Romans in times paſt vſed Copper Monies, calling their Exchequer «&rars- 
4, SOin Germany it is called C&rgentarium of the Silver, and being kept at Stras- 
bourgh, that citie is called Argentina. The firſt Silucr monies coyned was the 484 
yeare of the foundation of Rome ; And the coynes of Gold was fixtie and two yeares 
after that, Since the foundation of Rome vntill the yeare of I 622 are 2373 yearcs, 

The Sterling Standard- of the Monies of England, was firſt coyned ata place, ſo 
called,by 0sbrizht a Saxon King of England, aboue ſeuen hundreth yeares fince ; at 
which time an ounce of Siluer was diuided into twentie pieces,and ſo eſteemed twen- 
tie pence (as who ſhould ſay) ſo many pieces, which {o continued by denomination 
vntill King Henry the ſixth bis time, who in regard of the inhancing of Monies in for- 
reine parts) valued the ſame at thirtie pence. . But there was more pieces made outof 
the ſaid ounce,and the former pieces went for three halfe pence vntill the timeof King 
Edward the fourth,and then they were currant for twopence,and the ſaid King did va- 
Jue the ſaid ounce at fortie pence; vnrill King Henry the eight did value the ounce of 
ſterling Silver at fortie & five pence,and ſo continued till King Edward the fixth,and 
vatill Queene E1/;zabeth her time, and then the very ſame piece, or the ſame penny was 
valued at three pence,and ſo did al threepences(coyned by the ſaid Queen)weigh but 
a penny weight, and the {ixpence to; penny weight, and accordingly the ſhilling and 

other pieces, which made the ounce to be vnlued ar fixtie p:nce or fine ſhillings ; 
whereof twelue ounces make the pound Troy weight,which remained divided neuer- 
thelefle in twentie penny weight; for the ſaid ounce being Rill the ſame in weight 
did retaine the ſame name,and foure and twentie graines alſo for euery penny weight ; 
and according to the ſaid pound weight is the fineſſe of filuer alſo dinided, For if it 
beall pure Siluer without any Copper,called Allay, it is juſtly called twelue ounces, 


| The pound of fine, becauſethar pound waighed rwelue ounces, atid hath no mixture in it;and{ocue- 
|Siluer diuided ry ounce is conſequently twentie penny weight in fineſſe, agd cuery penny weight is 


| Iin faneſſe, | 


twentieand foure graines in fineſſe. | Tab”. 
The fineſſe of Gold is twentie and foure Carrats, and every Carrat is foure graines 

in fineſſe, and was heretofore accounted two Carrats for an ounce of Siluer. And all 

monies of Gold and Siluerdo participate of this fineſſe, according to their ſubſtance 

which maketh their Randards thereafter, whereby the Rerling ſtandard ay no 
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eleuerl ounces and two penny weight of fine {iluer,and eighteen penny weight of cop- 
per: andour Angell gold holdeth 23 Carrats, 3 grains andone halfe,and halfa grain 
of Allay,as ſhall be hereafter more amply declared, together with the proportion be- 
tweene Gold and Silver. tt no Lis bod Boe 
Letvs now ſpeake of the properties of monies iy the courſe of traffique, and tnake 
theeffeds thereofapparant. = LP ” big 
- The firſt property is, That plenty of money maketh generally all things deare;and 
ſcarcitie of mony maketh genexally things good cheape : whereas particularly Com. 
modities are alſo deare or good cheape according to plenty or ſcarcitie of the Com: 
modities themſelues, and the vſe of them. Mony then (as the bloud in the body)con- 
taineth the ſoule which infuſerh life : for if mony be wanting, trafiquedoth decreaſe; 
althoughcommodiries be aboundantand good cheape : and on the contrary, If Mo- 
nies be plentifull, commerce increaſ eth,a)though commodities be ſcarce,8: the price 
thereof is thereby more aduanced. Nay,by mony a trade is made for the imploitnent 
of it both at home and abroad: for rhoſe countries where things are good cheape are 
deſtitute of tralde,and want monies;and although things for the belly are good cheap; 
there is leſle benefit to be made by merchants. SEED 
According to plenty and (carcitie of mony then generally Commodities become 
deareor good cheape, and ſo it came to paſſe of late yeres,that euery thing ts —_ 
ced in ptice,by the aboundance of Bullion and monies which came from the Weft- 
Indies into Europe, which like vnto an Ocean hath diuided her courſe into ſeuerall 
branches thorow all countries,and the money it ſelfe being altered by valuation as q- 
foreſaid , cauſed the meaſure tobe made lefler, whereby the number did encreaſe co 
make vþ the tale, being augmented by denomination from 20 to fixty,or of thoſe later 
yeares from forty to ſixty. CW Ret oe 
So that plenty of money concurring herein made every thing dearer;and eſpecial- 
ly the forrein commodities,as we haue noted before ; which cauſed fome men tobe of 
opinion, That our monies ſhould be moxe inhaunced as it were, ftriuing therein ro ex- 
cced other nations : wherein they are far from the marke, for if that were done,nor on- 
ly all the forrein commodities would be dearer;but alſo our home commodities, how- 
beit only in name. The like would happen if monies were by allay of Copper emba- 
ſed, as experience hath proued in the time of King Henry the eight,and of later yeares 
In therealme of Ireland: ſothat we ſee the prouerb to be true, That the vnknown diſeaſe 
putteth out the Phyſitians eye. The plenty of mony required muſt be,not with a conſide.- 
ration that we haye, or may ſeeme to haue more money than in times paſt, but accor- 
ding to the preſent great quantitie and aboundance of monies now found inall coun- 
tries, which in effe& have more proportionable part thereof than England bath. Nei- 
ther was mony more plentitull whenan ounce of filuer was valued but 20 pence (iud- 
ging of monty as we do of commodities, either deare or good cheape according to the 
price)for mony muſt be ſtill rhe meaſure,and ouer-ruleth the courſe of commodities. 
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Howbeit exchange of monies ispredominant ouer commodities and mogies, as ſhall 


be declared hereafter. CET 
' The ſecond propertie of money , proceeding from the operation of vſurie deuiſed 
thereupon, (whereby the meaſure is ingroſſed and alſo falſified)is, That the rate of V- 
ſurie is become the meaſure whereby all men trade,purchaſe, build,plant,or any other 
waies bargaine, and conſequently all things depending vpon the premiſles, areruled 
and gouerned accotdingly,as inthe chapter of Y ſurie politique is declared,to thede- 
creaſe of traſh que and trade. 76 cs | rh 
The laſt propertie of money is, To haue an internall value in ſubſtance,yhereupon 
the exchanges of mony are grounded, inſomuch rhat in countries where the tranſpor- 
. tationof mony is prohibited, and Merchants ſtrangers and others are commanded to 
make their returnes in commodities,or by exchange,if the monies be baſe, or of Cop- 
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per, the value in exchange will bee made accordingly, to the vtter overthrow of all 


commerce; for Monies will haue ſubſtantiall value, | BE 
NED | Aa Thus 
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Thus much for an introduQion concerninh Monies, Now letvsb eg inne from the 
originall of Metrals,and ſo deſcend to the particulars andaccidents —  - 
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CE EN Letkes Eos Do Coo Vo ELL 
Of the Eſſence or Exiſtence of Mettals. 


CiHae 1; 

m1 Ll Philoſophers,by the light of Nature and long obſeruation haue de- 

1 Nail termined, That the ſperme or ſeed of all things, created of the foure 
#1 elements,doth in a ſecret manner lowrewithin the twoelementsof wa- 
IA || ter and earth, and that Nature doth continually worke to produce per- 
l/22>5&2B || fect things,but is hindered therein by accidentall cauſes,whichare the 
| | begetters of corruption and imperfe&ion of all things, whereby wee 
haue varietie of things which are deleQable ro the ſpirit of man. Herein they ob- 
 Vegitative, fſernetheoperation of the Sun and Moone,and the other Planets and Stars, in the ge- 
neration of all things which cither haue a beeing or exiſtence,as the Elements haue g 

ot a being and life,as vegitavle Trees or Plants, or a beeing, life,and ſence, as Beaſts, 
Birds, and other living creatures ; or a beeing, life, ſence,and reafon, as Man hath, and 
all reaſonable creatures: which knowledge and wiſedome,nodoubt,the holy propher 
42:92 Hoſes did learne amongſtthe Egyptians, But had theſe Philoſophers read the Booke 
= Gran of Moſes, * of Creation and Generation, they would not haue aſcribed the guiding 
© +. andcondudting of all naturall things to the two Leaders, namely the Stars and Na- 
ture. Hence it proceedeth, that amongſt vegitable things (which hauea Beeing and 
life) they reckon all Mettals,which hauec their beginning from Sulphur and Mercury, 

#apquan ex patree matre.; which meeting and concurring together in the veines of the 

earth, do ingender through the heate and qualitieof the Climar,by an affidual conco- 

&ion, according to the nature of the earth wherein they meer, which becing either 

good and pure,or ſtinking and corrupt,produceth the diverſity of the Mettals of gold 
Siluer, Copper, Tin, Lead,and Iron,in their ſeuerall natures : and bereupon they baue 

The Planets afligned them vnder their diſtin& planets to be benevolent or malevolent ; as Lead 
of Mcitals, ynder Saturye, Tin vnder lupiter, Iron vnder Mars, Gold vnder So!, Copper vnder Ye- 
2, Quick-ſiluer vader 27ercury, and Silyer vader Luna. So Mercury or Quick-filver 

15 one of the ſeuen mettals, which being volatile, and by his volubilitie running with 
euery one, is innature as they are, either good or euill : and howſoeuer they have pla- 
ced Tinvnder the benevolent planet Tupiter, experience hath proued vato vs that Tin 
1$ the poiſon of all mettals. Sulphur, is excluded, which they ſay is of two colours,be- 
ing whiteand corrupt in the Siluer,which therefore falleth away, but red and pure in 

the gold,and therefore permanent. | 

Theſe diuerfities of mertals being come to paſſe by accidentall cauſes, is the cauſe 
that Art (being Natures Ape by imitation)bath endeauored to performe that where- 
in Nature was hindered : whereupon CAriftstle ſaith, Facilins eſt diſtruere Accidentale, 
quam Eſſentiale : ſo that the Accidentall being deſtroyed,the Efſentiall remains,which 
{hould be pure. 

Bur this cannot be done without projection of the Elixar or Quinteſſence vpon 
Mettals. Hence proceederh the ſtudy of all the Philoſophers to make their miracu- 
lous ſtone, which I confefle is very pleaſant,and full of expeRation,when a man ſeetb 
the true and perfect tranſmutation of Metrals,Lead and Iron into Copper, the Ore of 
Lead into Quick-filueror Mercury, with a ſmall charge to a very great profit , as it 
hath been made for me, vntill the maker of it died, within three moneths after he = 
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made almoſt foure thouſand pound weight, as good as atty natural Mercury could be, 
and that in ſix weekes time. Prot, | Y 
Toreturne to our Philoſophers, concerning the efſenceof mettals, they haue been 
tranſcended in the knowledge thereof, for they ſhew the generationof Sulphur and 
Mercury in this manner; ...... - 1%, 
The exbalations ob theearth being cold and dry,and the vapors of the ſeas beeing 
cold and moiſt, according totheir natures aſcending and meeting ina due proportion 
and cqualitie, and fafling vpon ſome hilly or mountainous countrey, where the influ- 
ence.ot Sun and Moon haue continuall operation,are the cauſe of generation; or pro- 
petly from it is Sulphur ingendred, penetrating into the earth where thereare veins of 
watcr,and-there theycongeale into Gold or Siluer,or into the Ores of Siluer, Copper, 
and-all other mettals, participating or holding alwaies fome little mixture of the be, 
or being/in nature better or worſe according to the faid accidentall cauſes. So that 
they doatttibute the generation tothe operation ofthe influences of the Sunne and 
Moone; where the booke of God ſhewerh vs the creation of all things in heauen and 
earth;andthe furniture thereof, The earth (beeing the dry part of theglobe of the 
worldydidappearedad:was made the third day, containing in it the ores of all Met- 
tals and Minerals; whereasthe Sunand Moone were created afterward on the fourrh 
day;whoſe operation was incident to the things created,but not before, In like maner 
(ſay they) are Diamonds, Rubies, and other pretious ſtones ingendred, according to 
the paricic of rhe:matter, and the '/portionable participation of every elemetit there- 
in z1t theexhalacionsbeing'fabti}l) doe ſuperabound and preuaile 'ouer the vapours, 
then hereof is Sulphur ingendred:: and if ,chis ſubtill exbalation be mixed with the 
moiſt vapors,and'wanteth decottion,as being ina very cold place,it becomes Mercu- 
rie or Qu1ick-filoer which canendure no heate or fire atall. 
The tit Merratmentioned in che holy Scripture is Gold, which was found in the 
river Piſon, runnivg through the garden of Eden into the countrey of Havilah, where 
Gold doth grow,and this was ia the Eaſt. According to which obſeruarton, all the 
veines of minesrun:from Edſt towards Weſt, with the courſe of che Sunne, as ſhall be 
more declared, Bo 5% 
To this argument a7pertaineth the Philoſophicall ſtudy of Prima Materia, tobee 
found out by experience forthegreat work of Lapis Philoſophoram, by the operation of 
the Sun in ſeuenyearcs. The praQtiſewhereof was made about forty yeares ſince, by 
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a German DoGor of Phy licke, at Danſick' in the Eaſt countries (as I have been infor- | 


med by a friend of mine who wa- alſoa Phyſitian) and was done in this maner, accor- 
ding ro the bigneſſe of the body'of the Sun,being:x 66 times bigger than the whole 
Globe of the earth'and water, making the circumſerence of the world, VVhereupon 
hetooke x 66 vialsor glaſſes, wherein he did put of all the Ores of Mettals and Mine- 
rals,and other things which had any affinitie with M inerals,and ſome of them mixed, 
andcalcined all of them and cloſing or nipping vpall the glaſſes by fire, he did expoſe 
them to the Sun in aneminent place, for and during the {aid time of ſeuen yeares,and 
found thereby (as it was reported) Prima Materia, which was reduced to feuen glaſſes , 
howſoever,it was certain that he grew very rich, and boughtaboue an bundred houſes 
in thar ciry before he died. Which was an occaſion that my friend (1mitating him) 
did likewiſe placenat far from Londonfeuen glaſſes, with calcined merrals and Mi- 
rerals, vpoa a houſe top,againſt the backe of a chimney, where the repercuſſion of the 
Sun did worke vpon them,which was admirable to behold from {ix moneth to {ix mo- 
neths, notonly by the ſublimation of colours, very variable and Celeſtiall,but alſo of 
the rarealteration of the ſtnffe, being ſomerimes liquid, another time dry, or part of 
it moiſt, aſcending and deſcending very firange to behold, as my ſelfe haue ſeenedi- 
uers times from yeare to yeare, Some had been there two, three, foure, fiue, and one 
almoſt ſeuen yeares,the colourwhereothad been yellow,thenwhite in the ſuperficies, 
then as blacke as pirch, afterwards darke red, with ſtarres of gold in thevpper part of 
theglaſſe, and ar laſt of the colour of Orenges or lemons, and the ſubſtance almoit dry, 
Many were the queſtions betweene him and me, but hee was confident that there was 
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the Elixar,howbeit very doubtfull that hee ſhould neuer enioy the ſame; and it came 
ſoto paſſe,for after a long ſickneſle he died of aburning Ague,and a Gentleman gaue 


a ſumme of mony to his wife for that glafſe,whereof I haue not heard any thing theſe 


ſeuen yeares, Inthis glafle he would ſhew me the working of this quinteſſence, ac- 
cording to the defcription of Ripley, who he was aflured had the Zpi,and fo had frier 
Bacon, and Norton of Briſtol! : Kelley had by his ſaying ſome little: part to make proje- 
Ction, but it was not of his owne making, The charge to make it was little or nothing 
to ſpeake of, and might be done in ſeuen moneths, if a man did begin it on the right 
day. The twelue operations of Riplcy,he declared vato me were but ſix,and then it re- 
ſteth; for. ſaith hee,all Philoſophers haue darkened the ſtudy of this bleſſed Worke, 
which God hath reuealed to a few humble and charitable men, Calcination, Difſo- 
lution, and Separation are but one, and ſo is ConjunRion and PutrifaQtion, likewiſe 


| Cibation and Fermentation , then followeth Congelation ; and at laſt Multiplicati- 


on and Proje&ion, which are alſobut one. For myne owne part, ſeeing that no man 
can be perfe& in any one ſcience, I hold it not amiſſe for a man to have knowledge in 
moſt or in all things : for by this tudy of Alcumie, men may attain tomanygood ex- 
eriments of diſtillations Chimicall, Fire-works,and other excellent obſeruations in 
ature; which being far from Merchants profeſſion, I hope ſhall not giue offence to 
the Reader of this book, ſeeing it is but in one chapter accidentally handled, Neither 
will I crave pardon of the Mulſesas ic were, infinuating to the world to haue a far grea- 
ter knowledge in theſe trialls or concluſions. But to fatisfie the curiolitie of fome, 


+ that itmay be with a gaping mouth expe& to vnderſtand ſomewhat of the Stuffe pur 


into theſe glaſſes , I may ſay as I was informed, That in ſome was the calcined Ore 
of Siluer and Gold,in ſome other Mercury calcined,and Sulphur in ſome other , Acf- 


' Nike for the aire, Sulphur for the fire, Mercury for the water,and ſea-cole for theecarth, 


were put all rogether as the foure elements. In ſome other Glaſſewas Vitrioland Or- 
piment,and what more 1 do not now remember ; concluding, That where Nature gi- 
ueth abilitie, Art giueth facilitie. 46 
I hauercadall the bookes of Paracelſus that I could finde hitherto,and in his Booke 
De Tranſmutatione Rerum 1 do finde to this purpoſe the Obſeruations following, con- 
curring with my friends opinion concerning Rplcys 12 Diviſions, compriſed into fix, 
and the ſeuenth isthe matter ir ſelfe, and the labour or working reſteth, wherewith I 
doend this chapter,and proceed tothe ſurer ground of the Mines of Mettals. | 
Omme quod in Frigore ſolvitur contivet rum ſpiritum Salis,quem in ſublimatione vel dis 
ſtillatione acquirit & aſſumit, | : 
Omnequodin Frigore vel «&reſolvitur, iterum calore,Ignis coagulatur it Pulverem vel la- 
Pidem, Solutio very Caloris, ſolvit omnia pingua & omnia Sulpharea : Et quicquid Cator ig- 
at ſoluit : boc coagulat, Frigus in maſſam, & quicquid calor coagulat, hoc ſoluit rurſne Ber 
& Frieor. 
- Gradus ad Tranſmutationem ſunt ſeptem. 
CalcinatioSublimatio,Selutio, Putrifattio, Diſtillatio,Coarulatio, Tinturne 
Sub gradus Calcinationis comprehenduntur Reverberatis ef Cement atio, 
Sub Sublimatione, Exaltio,Elevatio,e& Fixatio, 
Sub Solutione, Diſſolutio & Reſolutio, ; 
Sub Putrifattione, Digeſtio & Circulatio, qui tranſmutat Colores, ſeparat purum ab impurs: 
Purum ſuperius, impurum inferius. 
Sub Diſtillatione, Aſcentio,Lavatio,er Fixatio, 
Coagulatio eft duplex ; vna £1, alter Tonk. 
.Tinturatingit totum corpus & eſt fermentum maſſe, farinaces & pants. 
Secundum eſt, Quod calidins liqueſcunt, ev celerins, Tintura tranſcurrit, ſicut Fermentum 
penetrat, & totam maſſam acetoſitate inficit,&c. robo 
Sequitur Mortificatio & Fixatio Salphuris, & in Libro de Reſuſcitatione Rerum ; Reductio 
Mctallorum in Mercurinm vivum, A TOSE 
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dil ſimple or mixed, as ſhall bee hereafter declared, But foraſmuch as 


: | three Mettals Princes have made choice to make their Monies of, 
LE | nuch a 
\, Al Sl Silver is found-inthe Lead Mines, and that the Silver Mines haue 
Ve NI 


EQ their Ores mixt with lead alſo, it hapneth many times that there 


1 
f | 


SM arc great queſtions aboft theſe Mines,when Princes will claime theit 


intereſt in ſome Lead Mines,becauſe they are rich in filuer , as of late yeares between 
Queen Z/:zabeth and the Earle of Northumberland, as you may reade in M* Plowders 
Commettarie of Booke Caſes, where it was adiudged, Thatifa Mine bee found ri- 
cher in filuer of more value within the Ore, than of Lead, all charges of theworking 
of both mertals being fully payd, the Prince may claim the ſame to be a Mine Royal : 
wherein muſt be bad great aduiſement, ſome Ore in one place beir,p richer than other 


© 


Ore in another place of the ſame Mine,whereofwe may handle in, his proper place of 
other Mines. ns OE EEE ig 
Beginning therefore with Gold the moſt pretious Mettal, lt vs oferue,That the Sold Miney 
ſame 1s found in hills, rivers,and inthe earth, bur not mixt inC Jte, as Siluer, Copper, 
and other mettals. Thatwhich is found in the riuers is the fi: cteft, as containing leſſe 
corruption,and is all ofone goodneſſe otherwiſe. Thete is V {4idettgold,focalled be- 
cauſe it was neuer in the fire. Naturally all Gold hath al ittle Siluer init, as alfo 
ſome Copper, and comming out of the ground it is ſoft,a! 1d doth hardenby the aire. 
Such gold as hath no need to be refined, but may be vſed 7 jecording to his fineneſſe in 
works, or to make mony, is called A4urum obrifon : fuchw as the gold which Sir Bews | 
Bulwer Knight brought out of Scotland, found in the ſ7 ;nds of the rivers neere to the erayford 
Gold Mines of Crayford Moore,which was aboue 22 C Zartats fine,and better than the arte 
French crowne gold. I ſaw ſome 18 ounces of itwhic h was in big graines, ſome like ©. 
peaſe found out by the ſhepheards,by whoſe means t fiat place hath bin diſcouered in 
thelater time of Queene El;Fabeth, Some other golc'; hath bin found out alſo in Scot- 
land within a white ſpar,wherein it groweth, neere rhe ſuperficies of the earth, 8& runs 
_ Into ſmall veins like pins, fit tobe refined by quic'x-filuer from the ſpar, becauſe it is 
as pure gold as any found in Africaor Batbary,w'aich we cal Angel gold, holding but 
halfa grain of Allay, I have ſeen the like ſparof.'gold which was foutid in England in 
the county of Lincoln at Brickel hill neere Sf ilsby by Lincolne, 6 Brickell hilf 
| But neither this place or any other ate look'c into for the teaſons hereafter declared i" England. 
being right worthy to be regarded with a curi ons eie and an induſtrous vnderſtanding, 
and confequently many other,whereof this naonarchy of great Brittain is rarely bleſ- 
ſed,and eſpecially Scorland,where much barren ground is; for God in his divine wif- 
dome doth counteruaile the ſaid barrenneſie of the ſoile, with the riches contained 
within the bowels of the earth, as in fertile ground with the corne and fruits growing mk 
vpon the ſuperficies thereof : which may ſerve vs for an obſeruation,eſpecially where 4n obſcrazti- 
we finde rivers of water running about the hilly places in ales, which the Spaniards — ——_— 
did ſo much regard inthe Weſt Indies, ſeeking after M ines, that in all places where 
they found notthe ſame,they preſently gaue over the ſearch after them. 
Gold doth come out of many countries,as out of the mountains in Bohemia, rivers 
of Pannonia in Hungary,out of the kingdom of Sweden,but it is all exhauſted. There 
| Was 
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wasSwont to come out of Spaine of the rivers and mountains aboue twenty thouſand 
pound weight yearely, which is worth aboue 8ocooo pounds fterling , bur there 
1s none found now. Inthe Ifland of Santo Domingo all isexhauſted alfo and ſowill 
it bee in Peroy, and the Weltt- Indies: itis more liketo continue in Africa and Bar- 
Colddlimates bary, becauſe of theclimarte, albeit that Hungary in Pannonia lyeth vnder fifty and 
= pr three degrees,and is a colder climat than ours, and neverthelefſe hath yeelded aboun- 
dance of gol fince the yeare 1527,vntill the yeare 15 68, as by a certaine record ap- 
peareth, which was kept thereof. The King of Spaine was wont to haue from Caſtle 
de Mina (vpon the coaſt of Africa) about eighty thouſand pounds worth euery yeare, 
which is now almoſt decreaſed to one halte : and all along that coaſt, the Hollanders 
and the French Merchants complaine of the ſmall quantitie now extant,or there to be 
found, to make returne ot their commodities(Hides and Wax being not ſo plentifull 
as intimes paſt.) . Turky is hindered alſo to haue ſuch quantiry of Gold as intimes 
aſt came out of Pertavntothem. LAT ITS 
Goldof Ophir Of the Gold of Ophir, we heare but a diſcourſe of old obſervation ; That Solomon 
had the Gold from that place-to beaurifie * temple of Ieruſalem, and his pallace. 
Theſcltuatioa This isheld to be the Iiland of Sumatra or Wprobana, being the greateſt of all the 
of Samara, Orjentall l{lands,and 1s divided from the firme land of Malacca by a ſtrait and daun- 
- gerous {ea,by reaſon ot many Ilands and Cliffes that are within ir. It lyeth vnder nine 
_ drgrees©n the South tide of the line, which no doubr is very rich of Mines of Gold, 
Siluer,and Copper, The Hollanders did touch there in the firſt voyage they made for 
the Eaſt Indies, where the Inhabitanrs make excellent Brafſe peeces,and are opulent 
inallthings. Buc I cever-baye yet heard of any Gold brought from thence, neither 
from the I{land of lana Maior, which lycth right over the Iſland of Sumatra, on the 
South fideof the AyquinoGtiall Line, which may be, hereafter ſhall appeare z forout 


of all doubr ggens.treatures are bourded vp in Gold in many places. It is recorded that 
Dauid}citin Eos (betides Siluer)180 millions ſterling,according to the calculation; 
Bur Sv/omop lett bebi dhimburone tenth partof that,namely eighteene millions, 
Cluer Mines: Silver is al waies found more abundantly, becauſe of rhe number of Silucr Mines 
found in diuers countries,and for that all Lead Mines contain ſome Silver eſpecially 
the poore Lead Mines, the Ore whereof yeeldeth bur ſmall quantitie of Lead, either 
_ 250r 30 ®werght in one hundreth of Ore ; and that Siluer likewiſe containeth ſome 
Gold, tound ſometimes tobe three or foure ounces in one hundreth pound weight,be- 
ſides the Copper in the Siluer ore. ;: + | 
The Silver Mines of Hunigarie and Bohemia,as alſo Sweaden, are drawne out,but 
docontinue in Germanie(in many places)which haue properly the Siluer Ore of the 
Celeſtiallcolour,with fine grains glitring like little ftarres. In Saxony the Mines are 
Severſtall Sil. gjicher:ſo are the Mines of the Scnerſtall mountaines,which haue continually yeelded 
ket Mine Gxoreight thouſand pound weight a yeare, but are wrought vpon at leaſure, 
The Mines inthe VWeſt-Indies are the principall in quantitieof poore Ore, where 
| many hands make lighr worke, Forthe King of Spaine doth divide his grounds by 
proportionto his ſubie&s toworke for bim, allowing them money and Quicke-fiſuer 
to ſeparate the ſilver trom the droſſie ſubſtance, and they muſt pay him againe in filuer 
atrer a certaine rate;and were it notfor the quantitic of Ore, the Siluer would bevery 
little. For I am aſſured by the information of one Do# Rodrige de Cordna of the houle 
of Toledo,a Knight who had lived inthe Weſt-Indies many yeres,and attendes the 
Potofic Mine great Mineof Porofie, That the Ore thereof containeth not aboue 1 + ounce of Silver 
of vilueriothe jn a hundreth:the likewas affirmed by a Portugall called 4ntonio Diaz,who had dwelt 
Wella, Lwoand thirty yeres in the ſaid Weſt-Indies.l was interpreter between our foueraigh 
Lord ames,and the ſaid _Antonio, when he made the triall of the Siluer Ore of Scot- 
land in the Tower of London with Quick-filver before the King, and did informe his 
Majeſtic hereof, as alſo that the beft Siluer Mine thar euer was wrought vpon in the 
eboleMine Weſt Indies,did notcontain aboue eight ounces inone hundreth weight. The Mines 
in Miſa, in Germanieare farre richer : ſome containe rhirtie and fortie ounces,that is to ſay,by 
the mixt mettgll Ore, taking of it diſquiſitiuely, or hereand there : for thc Te 
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of Siluer appearing in ſome branches 1s fine or better than ſterling, which therefore 
doth not proportionate the goodneſle of the Mine . whereof more hereafter. Now lea- 
uing the Mines of the Earle of Mansfield, and others that are in Tirol and other pla- 
ces of Germany, we muſt not forget to giue the due commendation vnto the Noble = 
Dukeof Brunſwicke, that to his loſſe did maintaine the Siluer Mine of the Vilde- Mines inthe _. 
man or Savage, in his countrey, onely to ſet the poore people on worke , being indeed Oe \ 
buta Mine of courſe Lead, whereof he had great ſtore, heretofore fix hundred weight countreys + ® 
of Ore making but one hundred of Lead,and that hundred of Lead hath but x = ounce 
of filuer; whereof his Dollars are made; expreſſing theſame by the Inſcriprion,which 
may very well bee afſumed by many for their poſe, Alys ;nſerviendo conſumor, As the 
candle doth,which by conſumption of it ſelfe doth giue light varo others. The Ramp 
of thoſe Dollars is a ſauage man,holding a burning candle in one hand,and the trunk 
ofa tree in the other hand;and the Emperors armes on the other fide. 

I cannot therefore without griefe diſcourſe of the filuer Mines of this Monarchie giluer Mints, 
of great Brittain, and heartily lament to ſee them lic dead,and buried inobliuion, be- -” 9 Brite 
cauſe I haue heretofore ſought to aduance the working of them : for it is now about ** 

I4 yeares ſince I cauſed divers workemen to come out of Saxonie, Brunſwicke, and 
other places of Germy,at my great charges, to the number of ſeuenteen perſons, ſome _ 
for the filuer Mines inthe Biſhoprick of Dureſme, others forghe lead Mines in Rich- Rickmond 
mond ſhire inthe county of Yorke, ſome for the Allome workes there alſo, and ſome ſhircs 
for the making of ſteele in Wales,wherein the noble Lord Eure deceaſed and certaine 
London Merchants had vndertaken to proceed with me. The a&ion being applauded 
by agreat perſon then in authoritic,and now deceaſed,who promiſed all the fauor thar 
he could do; but he had ſome other priuar defignesherein,as he had alſo in the filuer 
ore of Scorland, wherof we are now to intreat: infomuch thar the actions of theſe two 
Lords were like vnto Phaetons horſes, for all was ſet into a combuſtion, and the poore 
men went begging homeward, to our exceeding great loſle of the benefits in expeQa- 
tion, our Mines being richer than thoſe of the Weſt Indies, whereof I haue madeand 
cauſed to be made many trials of aboue twenty ſeuerall ſorts of filuer Ores, The wo  _— 
filuer Mines of Muggleswike and Wardallat Dureſme containe fix and eight ounces o_ Ming | 
of Siluer in the hundred , which beeing fallen in , may witha reaſonable charge bee © Hi 
brought in working, according to the information which I rooke of the Inhabirancs bs 
there, at which time Idid intend to go further into Lancaſhire to Slairhborne Mine, Slaithborne 
holding aboue foure ounces of ſilver inthe hundred: but being inthe. Winter time, 00 15 Bane 
and the weather very foule, I was diuerted, notwithour diſcontent, becauſe ir is the 
country where my anceſtors and parents were borne, = oe IT Rr Ho ba 

The Siluer Mine at Combmartin in Cornwall holdeth ten ounces in the hundred, Combe 


where Sir Bevis Bulmer did worke for a time, which isdeep and ouerflown with water ; '* ©2:2ewa 
but there arediuers branches of that Mine running many miles off ſpread in the earth, 4 
and within theſe two yeares ſome Ore was ſent me from Barnſtaple ofa branch of that Minesof filue 
Mine, lying within one foot and a halfe of the ſuperficies,which vpon diuers trialls of by Baraftaph 
one pound weight at once, holdeth by computation aboue ten ounces of {iluer, but 
little Lead , for enery pound did produce aboue two peny weight of filuer,and is not 
difficult inthe melting : the party in whoſe ground it is found will nothaue it rou- = 
ched nor medled with, fearing his grounds ſhall be ſpoiled, and the Mine taken from 
him,which is knowne aboue halfe a mile of one foot broad. Howſoeuer, I thought 
good toremember this for our poſteritie, for there may come a time that induſtrous 
men ſhall be more regarded. AN VER: Wb es 
It were alſo injurious, if I ſhould not remember the filuer Mines of Scotland,eſpe- Siluer Mines 
cially that Mine which lieth in the grounds of Sir Thomas Hamilton Knight, Lord ® $0ores 
Advocate of Scotland,within eighteene miles of Edenborough towards the ſea ſide, 
's :[cotered in the yeare 1607, by meanes of a Collier,as I am informed. In the report 
oi rhe goodneſſe of this mine hath been very great diuerſitie,according as they found 
the Ore of Teuerall veines, as wee haue noted before; for the bloſſome of Siluer Ore, , 
or the ſinall veines, cannot giue true dire&ion of the riches of the Mine; Vhich ene] 
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is the cauſe that the Spaniards in the Weſt-Indies, having found any veine ofa Mine, 
they wil purſue the {ame towards the Eaſt and ſeek to finde out (as it were) the trunk 
6r body of the Tree, which they call Becta, ſaying Es meneſter ſiempre buſcar la Beta dela 
mina, \We muſt alwaies ſ{ceke after the body of the Mine ; which 

three or foure foot. broad, when the veyns are like an arme or finger : and according to 
the triall made thereot they giue their iudgement,not by the triall of the ſubtle aſſay, 
bur by {ome good quantity, and increaſing their trialls by ſome additements fit for 
the nature of the mettall Ore;as they iudge the ſame tobe. For all diſeaſes cannot be 


"EI 


may be ſofffetimes 


cured with one remedy in al perſons, although the diſcaſe be alike;fo may it be ſaid of 
thoſe that make trials o: ores of metals, for ſome trials did report 80 # of filuer in 100 
weight,others 60 #40 #,25 #. & 20 ®, and then it fell intoounces, which was more 
reaſonable and natural, as | informed then ſome Priuy Councellor,and the ſaid fir Ze- 
vis Bulmer, whereupon it pleaſed his Majeſty, and the Lords of the Right honourable 
Priuy Councel,to appoint to tuns of the ſaid Siluer Ore tobe brought into the Tow- 
erof London,whkereot one tun of 2000 # weight was indifferently taken and calcined 
or grinded together,and therunto were two tutis of Lead added, commixed,and after- 
wards molten by a continuall fire,and hand-blafſt of foure men according as I haue no- 
red in writing. And there was a cake of ſiluer remaining weighingr75 ounces, and 
theextrattion out of the Lead was ſome 4 or 5 ounces more;fo that 1t was reported to 
be 22 ounces in the 100 weight of Ore, but the charge was great. 

There was alſo another triall made by William Beale, with a farre leſſer quantitie of 
Lead,and roaſting the Ore;and by MF, Broad and others, as M*.R»ſe#, who refined the 
fame with theſlag of Lead ; others by Lead Oreto faue charges,and they all found a- 
boue 22 ounces of {iluer in the x00 weight of ore, And fodid Sir Rich, Martin Knight 
Maſter worker of his Majeſties Mint, lately deceaſed, whodeliuered vntome at times - 
20 ® weightof the ſaid Ore,grinded,ſhaddered and waſhed, which I did ſend beyond 
the ſeas vatoan expert Mint-maſter, and withalla particular of the manner of trialls 
which euery man had made herezas alſo the triall made by the Portugall with Quick- 
f1]uer,who found 23 or 24 ounces;his anſwer was, That vpon his firſt triall he found 42 
ounces,ahd of the other leſſe,and that the Ore was eafieto be wrought (but not by the 
means that all rhoſe men had vſed) and with little charges;and that the manner to re- 
fine with Quick-filuer,was good for poor Mines of twoor three ounces, where the ore 
had little orno Lead;and that the commivture of the Mine was very brittle,and Bel- 
mettall,and ſodid all the other refiners affi:me. For the ſaid Ore doth looke between 
white and blew for the moſt part, and is like the Bell metrall found in good quantitie 
about Briſtoll, which is vſed ro make ſome kind of Alkemy beyond the ſeas, and this 
muſt be allaied to qualifie the britclenes with ſome mineral,of all which I haue made 
arccord in my booke of Colle&inns. oO we 

| Inthemoneth of Augnf,1608 there came two ſhips before the Tower of London 
from Scotland, laden with ſome 400 Barrells of this filuer Ore, in weight ſome 100 
tuns lading,which were there Jandev and delivered vnto the Lord X»ynet, Warden of 
the Kings Mint, whereof 20 tns way taken promiſcuouſly & grinded, and afterwards 
alſo diftributed vnto divers refiners and orhers,and the triall of M*. Broad was beſt, who 
found 28 ounces in the 1000f Ore.Of this quantity Sir Richard Martin had 3 tunnes, 
whereof ſome was ſent to my friend beyond rhe ſeas.Dvterim, theſe trials and coliclufi- - 
ons ſodiffering brought the ſaid ore(together with other proceedings)into fome dif- 
grace,whereupon(according vato commiſſion giuen me)I madean offer tobuy the 80 
runs remaining in the Tower,toa great Perſonage,to giue it for 24 pound the tun, to 
be tranſported to my friend into Holland paying ready mony:time was taken to g1ue 
meanſwere,and thendifficultie was made, for that treaſure was not tobe exported vn- 
leſſeby returging the quantity of filuer by weight;hereupon concluſion was made to 
bring io ſo m1ch Bullion of fiſuer or Royals of plate. But when all came to all, with . 
running vp and downe,and further offering to deale for greater quantities, and to take 
it iv Scotland, I was pur offwith this conſideration, that it was adiſhonoftoEngland - 
or to haue men of as good experience as any were beyond the ſeas, wherby the Kings 
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loſſe was 2000 2, for his Highneſle gaue the ſame afterwards vnto Tames Achinſon his 
Graner of the Mint heretoforegyho brought the ſame to nothing, beeing vnskiltull of 
the refining of ir, And thus are good matters marred in the handling, and Workes 
brought at a ſtay or hindered, as [ haue before ſet downe, There are many rich mines 
in Scotland, if we:compare them tothe Weſt India Mines, and in Wales, where the 
Lead mines are poore, they conraine the more {iluer, of 1=,two and three ounces in 
thehundred of Ore,which will not yeeld aboue 40 or 44 # weight of Lead, and the 
Oreofthe Minewhich holdeth three ounces,conrainerh but 25 # of Lead. The mines 
moſt knowne are thoſe in Cardiganſhire in Wales,where M* Hugh Middleton of Lon- 
don Goldſmith hath beſtowed very great charges, as hee did in bringing the Water- 
works tothe city of London, ſo hee hringeth now ſiluer to the Tower to be minted : 
the Ore being foure ounces in the hundred,or eighty ounces in the tun,and the lefle in 
Lead ; for the richer the Ore is in Lead,the poorer it is in filuer. So one hundreth of 
the beſt Ore of Lead will make neere 70 ® of Lead,and holderth but=ounce of iluer, 
notworth the charges of refining,as we ſhall declare. He 

The Lead Mines in Ireland do containe more filuer than theſe in Darbyſhire and 
Somex{er ſhire, called Peake and Mendiffe Lead. | | 

The Saxons which were procured ro come into England , had no more, no nor {o 
much experience asour refiners of London, for by ſauing of Lead they found leſſer 
quantitte of f11uer,and fo all was given over, 

Thethird ſort of Mines Royall are the Copper mines, which are found alſo in di- 
ners countries, which are not ſo plentiful in Hungary,where the beſt 15,as tn times paſt, 
bur are very aboundant in Sweden, howbeit that it is very meane and inferior in good- 
neſſe. Therearealſo Copper Mines in Germany and the Duke of Brunficks Coun. 
trey : asalſocertaine naturall Coperas waters, wherein they caſt from time to time 
great quantity of old Iron,which within fix weeks or two moneths doth tranſmute in- 
to Copper, England hath diuers copper mines ;at Keaſwike neere Scotland are mace 
ſome forty tunnes yearely,by certaine Germanes there inhabiting, it containeth ſome 


Gold. Some Mines of Copper Ore are found in Yorkſhire : and albeit the charge of 


making one tun of Copper be commonly 30 ®, yet if ſeuen tunof Copper ore make 
one tun of Copper,it may yeeld good benefit: for whereas 2 2 fires haue. bin vſed, it is 
brought to 1 2. I haue ſeen excellent Copper ore of ſome mines in Staffordſhire, - in 
the hands of M* Stonewe/,which abſolutely is the beſt Ore thateuer was found in Eng- 
land, he doth aſſure me of great ſtore of Ore. Ir is lamentable that ſuch works ſhould 
lie dead for want of vndertakers, which indeed are diſcouragedby the great charges, 
In my opinicn,the charge of a tun of Copper of this goodnefſe of Ore will bee made 
for 15 #, There arealſo good Copper mines inthe Weſt parts of England,where I 


haue {cen good Ore indiuers places, which muſt be roſted rodeſtroy the Antimonic# 


Arſnicke,and other carruptions which are in it. 

A certain Nobleman now deceaſed was imbarked inthoſe Weſterne Mines, which 
were promiſed to be wrought by imbibition of Allomt and Copperas water, and the 
ore after digeſtion with rain water, would make of ſix tuns one of Copper : hereupon 
for 300 # by him disburſed,he was offered 1809 #, Irpleaſed his Lordſhip to take 
my aduice,and to conclude the bargaine ; for when I did calculate the charge of grin- 
ding and roaſting of the ſaid ore, the making of the great quantitie of Allome water 
and Copperas,the conſumption of iron plates decreaſing in weight, with all thetubs 
, and vtenſils, the long time of Imbibition,and conſequently workmens wages, I found 
the charge to exceed, and that the courſe of ordinary melting was to be | $1. 2580s 
ſoexperience hath firceproued the ſame,to the great loſſe of thevndertakers:for when 
works are clogged with immenſiue charges inthe beginning, it choketh the benefit 
ever after,as we ſhall preſently declare. Seeing that profit is the radicall moiſture of 
ſuchand the like aQions, his Majeftie hath beene gratiouſly pleaſed to incorporate a 
company of worthy perſons forall Royal mines,by Letters Patents,and hath reſerued 
butone 25 part tohimſelf. But there is none of that company that doth aduance any 
works,that1 can learn, ] would to God that _ Mines Royal or others, would prove 
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tobe worth 1 0000 © yearly,whereby his Highneſſe(according to the antient maxim 
of the Law) might claime his intereſt as they ſay, for it is well knowne how gratious 
and bountifall his Majeſtie is alwaies. 
The great wealth of the Weſt Indies would not be ſo admirable vnto vs, the report 
whereof is greater than the truth,and the Spaniſh Millions are not ſterling Mjlliogs , 
ASpaniſhmil neverthelcſle let vsreckon them with the moſt,which is 300000 # ſterling:and when 
ound feeling the Fleet of the Weſt Indies and Nova Eſpagna bringeth eight ornine millions, it is 
a great matter. And totnake this apparant, I haue here fet down the greateſt treaſure 
that eucr came at any one time,which was in the yere 1587,as a prouifion forthe great 
| Armada then preparing,whereunto great beneuolences had beene gathered, in regard 
of the meritorious ation,which God from Inuincible made Inuifible. The Regiſter 
of the treaſure was (with the moſt) namely, 


From Nowa Eſþagna and Terra firme. 


&  remHrance For the King, - For particular perſons. 
the 8100 Ingots of floer, 5 Millions Teaſted Sil- 
Welt ladies. 12 Cheſts with Gold. = -- 

zoo thouſand Royals of eight. 1500 Marks of gold of eight 
20 Caſes with Pearles. 'OUNCES, 
1 Cheſt with Emeraulds. | 1500 Marks of Pearles. 
5600 Roues of Cutchenile. _ 1 Cheſt Emeraulds. 
From Mexico, 
For the King. For particular perſons, 
1900 thouſand Peſo's of Siluer. 2 millions of Siluer. 
1100 Marks of Gold. 64 thouſand Hides, 
25 thouſand ® Indico. 


From Santo Domingo Iſland, 

35 thouſand Hides. 

900 Cheſt Sugar of 1000 ® weight. 

22 thouſand Kintals of Ginger. 

I 3 thouſand Kintals of Logwood, 

5o Kintalsof Salſa Parilla. 

48 Kintals of Cania fiſtula. 

64. Roues of Cotton wooll. ; : | 
All the gold and filuerwas valued at 13 millions, and all the commodities at 3 Milli- 
ons, whereof the King had 12 millions and one halfe de claro, wherewith we conclude 
gþis Chapter of the M ines royal, and are moued towrite alſo of other Mines and Mi- 
nerals,contrary to our firſt intention, but briefly as followerh. 


or 


Crap, ij. 
Of Minesand Minerals. 


» 


FT, IJ ZI) He next in order to be treated ofare Tin Mines, whichare but few in 

(= = | number in all countries, and in Germany only found ſomewhat plen- 
2 tifull, but the Tin is blackiſh and cqgrupt : ſo that our Engliſh tinin 
F&S>|| Devonſhire and Cornwall is theonly Tinne of all the World, which 
|| containethfoure ounces of gold in a thouſand, whereof there is ſome 
== 12 hundred thouſand made ycarely. It hath bin ſold for many yeres 
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 atanvndervalue ; but his Majeftie hath by way of Prx-emption aduanced the price 
thereof, which belongeth ro the Dukes of Cornwall, and conſequently to the Noble 
Prince of Wales Cbarles, ſonne and heire apparant to our ſaperaign Lord King 1ames. 
This Przemprion is letten to ferm to certain Merchants,and the goucrnment of the 
Stancries,wirh all the good orders obſerued therein,and the coinageof tin to demon. 
ſtrate the goodneſle is profirable t&the kingdom,and deſerueth great commendation, 
as is already noted. | ak 

Lead mines are found inall cold countries,efpectally in Germany in the dukedom 
of Brunkvick, but'iris blacke of colour,and vnrill it be refined it is vnſeruiceable,and 
conſequently not vendible. The old Duke had almoſt made a wall weep thecity, of 
the ſowes and pigs of Lead, vntill our Lead became deare and ſcant,afid that an Ant- 
uerpiandid teach them how to refine their Lead, in taking away the cobble(which is 


like vnto a knot. ina piece of timber) which made the Leadbrittle, and by his meanes 


all the Dukes Lead was fold in Iraly, Spaine, France, and other places elſewhere. 
Scotland and Ireland have many Lead mines, containing alſo filuer; POOR 
The Lead mines of England are ſcituared in diuers places of the Kingdome, bur 

moſt in Derbiſhire in the hills of Peake, Somerſertſhire,and Wales, - | 
There is great difference in the Oare,as hath bin noted. Therearealſo many Lead 


Mines in Richmondſhire vnder the County of Yorke,where I went to view them, 4»- mincsin yoit 
20 1606, about Arkendale and the new Forreſt, hauing "64 wer a long iron Boare of ſhirc, 


eightcene foot long for that purpoſe, and there I did obſerue within the compaſle of 
ten miles,that the {cituation of Arkendale is betwixttwo hills, the one lying North, 
called Windike, and the other South-weſt called Molderſey, adioyning vato another 
hill called Pouncy, lying Weſt from Molderfey,all belonging yntothe King, and by 
Leaſe vnto Sir./ohn Maillorie Knight, 

There arealfoadioyning vnto it certain other hills where Lead mines are,as Swail- 
dale,where my Lord Wharton hath his works alſo Readburſt, Cockazand Fellind,being 
Eaſt from VWhjpdike. The Mines of Arkendale haue neuer been wrought co any pur- 
poſe; There iSbut three ſmelting cottages, which do feed vpon the poore people and 
Inhabitants thereabouts,which at their leiſure ſeeke for Lead ore vpon ſufferance.and 
bring the ſame ro the melting places,where they ſell rhe ſame for 20 and 24 fa Load, 
gluihg to the owners three or fourepartsin ten,as they can agree, and one tenth to rhe 
Parſon or Vicar of the pariſh or Chappell. | 

A load of Oarewith them is as much as foureor fine horſes can conveniently car- 
ry,which by computation is fomethouſand weight,and is alſo deliuered by a meaſure 
called Load ; foure of theſe loads will make a Forher of Lead of two thouſand, their 
weight being 120 ® to the hundred London weight : fo one hundred of lead Ore ma- 
keth but 3o'® of lead ; which commeth topaſſe , for rhat their manner of 4 62 bi 
by foot-blaſt,and ſmall furnaces with wood and charcole,caſting the ore of Lead be- 
tweet them in ſmall pieces, and ſo ſtill augmenting their melting , which can yeeld 
bur lirele, the heate of the fire being choked by the fuel and drofle of the lead,wheras 
Hami is thegreateſt meanof melting all metallineores,which require farnaces to be 
madeaccordingly,where 3 60r 4000 may be molten together,they melting 3 or.4oo. 

There is no wood to be had but within two miles, but ſea cole and Peate 1s neere 
band,which may ſerve better cheape for they reckon 7 or 8 for the charge of a fo- 
. ther for the melting. The Lead being caſt into ſmall Pigs of ſomwhat more than one 
hundred weight, arebrought on horſebacke through Richmond to Boroughbridge, 
being about 3o miles diſtant,and are conueyed by water to York for 2 {the hundred, 
and from Yorke to Hull fot other 2 f. ſo that a fother of lead with all the charges, wil 
not ſtand in z #.and there is a neerer way by Stockton on the ſea fide,about 25 miles, 
which will leſſen the aid charges. ES 

Now we are come to Iron mines, whereof almoſt all countries in Europe are prout- 
ded,which do much differ in goodnefle, yet may be vſed according tothe ſeuerall 
works whereunto itis imploied yas the Spaniſh iron ſeruing for blades, and not ſo 
good for dther things, OE TA yh | 
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England hath great ſtore of iron Mines, for by computation there arc about eight 
hundred furnaces. The melting of it by flaming ſea cole or Scots cole ſaueth a great 
dealeof charges.: There are lately found more iron, mines in France, which iron bee. 
ing made into bars,is tranſported into Guinea,Binea,and other parts vpon the coaft'of 
Africa,where 1t hath continually bin in great eſtimation, and now becommeth fo a- 
bundant,thar their profic is bur ſmall of thoſe voiages , and fo.ir falls out at this pre- 
ſent for the price of lead. | pt. | 

* Steele Kone. The iron ſtone in Wales is found todiffer from the Steele ſtone,by means whereof 
a German made good ſteele in bars, and alſo Gad ſtee]e. But the patent of Sir: Baſ/ 
Brooke tor the making of ſicele did hinder the proceedings therein;and German fteele 
is beſt, vorill of late that a Frenchman (ſhewing the imperfeRion of ordinary ſteele) 
cauled bis Majeſtie to make void the ſaid patent,and rogrant another for the making 
of perfe& (teele,lurpaſſing in goodnefſethe ſteele of all countries. 

So we finde that our [ron 1s, beſt for the caſting of Ordnance, and the Sweden caft 
iron Pieces are brittle, and commonly one in ſeuen will not abidethe triall ; and of 
late the broken-Picces of ours are made ſeruiceable for Iron in bartes; tobe caſt a- 

aine. | 

\ Quick-filuer n Mercury or Quickftlner natura[l is not yet found in England,bur only in Germany 

| Hines, In very cold places : and within theſe zo yeares there are two mines of Quickefiluer 

6 diſcouered inthe Weſt Indies, which is a helpe to the quantitie which they yearcly 


buy to refine their ſilver mines, 


- Sulphur Mines - Sulphure and Brimſtone being found 1n divers countries, cannot be better than we 
orprimſtone. Haye in ſome mountaines of Wales, from whence I haue had divers ſorts of Sulpbure 
earth or mire very rich. Some there isalſo in Blackemore and Baſedale in Yorkſhire 
Minerals of asalſo many other minerals which my workmen did ſhew me; as Terrs ſigilata, Oacre 
' Ger forts red and yellow, Bole Armoniacke, Terrsd'Ymbra, Antimonie,Sal niter, blacke Lead, 
Vicriol to be made of Copperas: to ſay nothing of ſuch things as are made of mettals 
nor of Salt-petre,which is plentifull. | Sm” | 
' *Allomesare And now I cannot omit to treat of the Allomes, whereof in many CBuntries grear 
parry ſtore is made; but the beſt is at Civita Veccbia in ltaly,called Romiſh Allome,made 
, * with ſmall charges, out of a kind of ſtone which yeeldeth aboue the one halfe of Al- 
lome without v{ing any vrine or faltiſh mixture, as they doe in Germany, where they 
haue both red and white Allome ar reaſonable rates : ſothey have in many places of 
the Straits at Conſtantinople, Carthagena,and other places ; Swedenand Polandare 
not without it. | | | = 
In Scotland and Ireland great quantities canbe made, had not England vndertaken- 
ſo much, whereof I haue ſer downe theoriginall, progreſſe, and continuance concer- 
ning thoſe works at large, the ſubſtance whereof followeth in briefe. | 
Queene E/:Jabeth of bleſſed memorie did in the fixth yeare of her reigne grant by 
Letters Patents vnto one Corveliws de Vos, the ſole making of Copperas and Aliomes 
. within the realm of England,which was affigned by him to 7ames Lord Mountjoy,and 
being renewed for 21 yeares,was confirmed vnto him by an Ac of Parliament,bv ver- 
tue whereof one M* Lave his workemaſter made great quantitie of Copperas in Dor- 
ſetſhireand the Iſle of Purbecke, and ſome Allome and Copperas was then ould at 
30 ® the tun,now vnder 3 ®. | | ; 
Afterwards about the yeare x 604,0ne M* Atherton began topractiſe the making of 
Allomes in Yorkſhire about Gisborough, with whom M* Bowrchier, now S* Toby Bowr- 
chier Knight, did ioyne to bring it to ſome perfe&ion;in hope whercof,and at the ſuit 
of the ſaid Sir 19h», the King in the fourth yeare of his reigne granted certain condi- 
tionall Letters patents tothe Lord Sheffield Preſident of the North, S* Thomas Challo- 
ner, Sir David Fowles, Knights, and the ſaid M* Bowrchier, for twenty one yeres, for the 
ſole making of Allomes in Yorkſhire only, where (in building of ſeuen houſes, and 
Above Black. the vtenfils for working & charges,with other extraordinaries) they were out of purſe 
Moorcs. in two yeares ſome 33 thouſand pounds, and could not proceed any further without 
bringing in new me, for ſome of the other gaue ouer in time, and would ky Hh 
| geen been pe tated gent et +r er 
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further, alrhough the Germans were now-come which they had ſent for. Hereupon = 
othet Letters parents were obtained for thirty one yeares torall England, Scorland, Therearerich 
and Ireland,withour conditions, and then they were out aboue 40 thouſand pounds, j3"Pm Mines 
and no Allomes made to benefit,although the price was raiied at a certaintie,- and all wight. = 
forrein Allomes prohibited to come in. . And his Majeſtic hath becn pleaſed roenter -'/ *. + 
intothe ſaid Workes and laid out ſo many thouſand pounds,as is not fitting robeex. + # 
preſſed. Thus by ouercharging the works un the begigning,are good buſineſſes QUET= 
thrown many are the particulars which Lhaue obſerucd in writing concerning theſe 

works. . But leaving this;L wiſh good ſucceflle therein, for there is allom earth enough 
tocofitinue for ever, and in places Weſtwards as good and better than any is in York- 

- Now from the Mines of Gold,being fallen to Allomand Copperas,let vs end with colc Miness 
the Cole pits or Cole mines, whereof they make more account inthe North, than of 
Lead mines, and yet they are aboundant, more than in any countrey of theworld, In 
the lower parts of Germany about Acon and Cologne they haue great ſtore of Sea- 
cole, but it doth not cake as our Coles : they melt great quantitie of iron ſtone with 
it, being like voto the Cole in Notinghamſhire or thereabouts, which flameth more, 
like vato the Scots coles. To know the gaodneſſe of the diuerfitis of our Coales, L 
haute nored in the fourth chapter of the firſt part of weights and meaſures ; and now I 
am to ſhew how Mines may be wrought to benefit and profit, for the good of Mer- 
chants and others. 


Of the profitable working of Mines. 


Po; li the ſecond, late King of Spaine, perceiuing that many blinde 
| > Bayardswere ouer-bold to vndertake the working of his Mines of 
&\ (ilverin the Weſt Indies ; and yet conſidering on the one fide, 
chat withoat authoririe and priniledge they could not bee encou- 
YB &. raged thereunto z andon the other ſide, having obrained the ſame 
>$SE& fotcertain allotted grounds vntothem, they did hinder other men 
E &= and themſclues proceeded not:did very aduiſedly makeall his let- 
| fers Patents (as we call them)conditionall with a prouiſo, Thatif , ,,1 pron; 
the Patentecs did not proceed inthe worke, or diſcotitinue the worke fortwoyeares, ſoin Letrers L 
the Patent was void of courſe, and vpon certificate made of ir, the King made new Des BE 
Grants vntoothers. If our King were pleaſed todo fo; many Grants or Leaſes made ** 
by the Company of the Mines Royal would be made void,and other menwould bes 
encouraged to tty their fortunes vpon them. 6 LLELED ES 
_ The next conſideration in order , concerning: Mines, Metalline, and Minerall, 
1s, That the works in the beginning be not choked or ſuffocated with extrearne char- 
gcs or expences, which doth diſcourage the vndertaker and all others,” whereby the 
workes are giuer ouer, or means is deviſed to charge Princes coffers with them. For it 
1s certaine, That things do proſper beſt when they are vnderpropped by Authoritie it 
felte ;z which rodoin the beginning were more profitable, than when the charges and 
expences haue overburrhened them. For preuention whereof, I made a contra for 
the Lead Mines inthe North parts, which being imitated, ſhall cut off all ſach char- 
ges as commonly the parties dn run into in the working of mines, vpon the conceited 
benefirwhich draweth more violently than the Adamant ſtone, For as the Portugal 
Antonio 
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Antonio Diaz told the King, Todos los mineres ſon Ricos, porque quanao no lo tienen en ſu- 

ftanſia, tienen ls encl animmo : All Miners arerich, for when they baue it nor in ſubſtance 

they haue it in the minde, The obſeruation already noted concerning the running 

waters aboart Mines, muſt not be forgotten, The ContraQt before mentioned was in 

A profitable this manner : The Mine to be wrought,and the Ore tobe diuided into five parts. The 

Contrat, gwner of the ground or the Leſſee, tohaue one part of the Ore ſhaddered and waſhed 

ready tobe molten, and he to redeliver the ſame in the nature and qualitic aforeſaid, 
and to be payd for iteuery three months, paying for every Joad twenty ſhillings, The 

workmen' in like manner to haue another fift part, and to be payd accordingly euery 

weeke.' The other + parts to be for the vndertakers, and they to content the Parſon 

for his Tythes, By theſe means a man is ſure to haueware for his money, and then to 

make furnaces to melt 36 or 45 hundred at one time,as hath bin rouched, Fortoenter 

into charges before you have god ſtore of Ore aboue ground, is necdleſſe : herein ob- 

ſerue alſoto worke from Eaſt to Welt, or from Veſt ro Eaſt, valeſſe you find the ſci- 
tuation of the Mine to be ſuch, that being troubled with the water, you may make en- 
trances in the lower parts thereof to auoid the ſame. If your lead do containe Siluer, 
although it were but an ounce in an hundred,you may worke it tobenefit, if you pre- 
ſerue your Lead by making of an iron Cap ouer your furnance, to be drawne vp _ 
downe to receiue the vapor of Lead,which falleth downe againe,whereby the loſſe of 
aboue 200 #® weight in one tun, will decreaſe to 80 ® or thereaboutrs; and if you haue 
vent enough for the Litargium which is your Lead, as it is caſt vp by the foot-blaſt, or 
otherwiſe being red to paint withall,then may you make profitableworke euery way. 
For Copper, obſerue yout roaſting, to purge your Antimonjeandall other corrupti- 
ons; let not the gliſtering colourof Matrquiſite deceiue you, jt is but ſmoke & ſcurfe. 
And although Antimoniewill be the eldeſt ſonne of Sol , and contendwith Sulphur 
and Mercury,hold him for a baſtard ; the thrift'is in ponderous Ore for copper , and 
with a reaſonable quantitie you may try your workes, before you beat charges in lan- 
ding of your Ore, and to know how many fires will be requiſite to make one tunne of 
Copper, and then land great quantitie of Ore, according toour former Contra : If 
you are not ſure of it, let others beare charges and labour with you,and ſo ſhal you nar 
overcharge the worke, but rather finde means to leflen your charges. The lead M ines 
in Wales,containing twoor three ounces of filuer, may in myne opinion be wrought 
to great profit by the means of Quickfiluer, being roaſted by refle&ion of the fire,and 
grinded. To the furtherance whereof, I haue thought good to ſet downe the maner of 
Potofie mine inthe Weſt Indies,and as the Portugal did the Scottiſh ore z hee tooke 
to one hundred of the mettall prepared, between 12 ® and x5 PofQuicke-filuer,with 
ſalt and vineger, and ſo ſprinkling the ſaid Quickſiluer through a linnen cloath, Rill 
viing a reaſonable quantitie of ſalt (which diuideth the Lead from the Siluer) and 
vineger or ſtrong water (but that is coſtly) he did leaue theſe ſubſtances together 24 
or 2 5 dayes, euery ſecond day ſtirring the ſame with a ſtaffe; in which time or leſſe, 
according to the Minerall, the Quickſiluer doth deuoure or eat vp the filuer, and lea- 
ueth all the other commixrure : then by ſtraining rhe ſaid maſſe, the Quickſiluer goes 
thorough, and there remaineth a paſte in diuers balls,called the Almond paſte, which 
Tobedone Dy a Limbeckreceiuing fire,cauſeth the Quick filuer to ſubleme.and falling downby 
ore? the necke into the water,which is in the receiver topped cloſe, raketh his body again 
inthe ſaid water, and the ſiluer remaines pure, which commonly is not abouea fourth 

rt of the weight ofthe ſaid paſte z your Quickſiluer ſerueth againe,and there is nor 

oft aboue fix pound in the hundred of filuer. He ſaid alſo, That bauing once two or 

three moneths before hand, the Minerals thus prepared or decoded, himſelfe 8 foure 

men could refine ten tuns of it ina day, which is admirable. But theſe menare like 
Trauellers,which ſomtimes may fpeake an vntruth, Cuz gratia & privilegio.Neuerthe- 
leſſe,confidering that Porofie filuer Mine,holding but one < ounce of filuer, is but 30 

ounces the tun,which at 5 fis but 9 # 10 fo, and the loſſe of the Quickſiluer,and all 

charges deduQed,there will remain bur little, vnleſſe the quantitie of tuns robe done 

ina day ſhould counteruaile the ſame, to prouide yearely againſt the comming ” _ 
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Fleet,althopgh(as I haue ſaid) many hands make light worke,and light gaines and of- 
ren do fill the purſe :and if the Workemen ſhould return one pound of filuer for eue- 
ry pottnd of quick(iluer, there would be aboue tenne tor one, and they to live by the 
ouerplus of it. 
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> 254 Rom the tranſcendent contemplatiue ſtudy of Philoſophers,of va- 
Ya pors and exhalations,tothe eſſence of Sulphurand Mercury gene- 
[& } nerated into ores of Mettals, We baue produced Gold, Siluer,and 
> <& Copper tothe Mint, to be converted into Monies. To the which 


— 


>>> purpoſe letvs now examine the nature of them, and by inuerfion, 


= NS S/a- the beginning of coiges made by the antient Romanis. Notwith- 
Randing that at our coming to the Mint we found 000g bur gold coined, whereup- 
On wedoremember the verſes which were made at their firſt coining of gold : | 


- 


Era dabunt olim mel: us, nuncomen in Anro eft 
Victaq, conceſiit priſca Moneta nobis, 


* Such is the qualitie of fine gold (by reaſon of the equall proportion of the foure 
Elements thetein; rhat none is predominant ouer the other)that the firedoth not con- 


ſame ir, being alſo hot and dry of nature, neither is it ſubie& to arly other element, - 


! 


for there is noruſt or ſcurfe that doth diminiſh the goodneſle,or that waſteth the ſub. 
ſtance. It doth abide the fretring and liquors of ſalt and vineger without dammage, 
which weareth any other thing : it needs no fire to be made gold, as other mettals do, 


for it is gold ſo fooneas it is found , it draweth without wool, as it were wooll + it is - 


eaſily ſpred in leaues of maruellousthinnefſe,; you may adorne or gild any other mer- 


ral with it , it is not inferior for tnaking of any veſſels iti colour it reſembles the Ce- . 


leftiall Bodies, it defileth not the thing ir toucheth, as Silver and other mettals, it is 
not ſtinking in ſmell ; the ſpirit of it canby art Be extra&ed, and the body (being as 
red earth) can never be molren, without the ſpirit be agaitie added thereinto, as it 
were infuſing life: and laſtly, it is medicinable, and maketh glad the heart of man, 
which artificiall gold doth not, neither is it corrofiue as this gold is, ſo that a ſcrarch 
of it will hardly be healed. Ds 
But tor our purpoſe of Monies (being ſoft, and onely hardned by the aire, deafe in 
found,and ponderous inweight) irtequireth to make Crown gold fir for monies and 
works, to have ſome allay of filuer and copper mixt, which is > part: howbcir, thar 


1 2 


Monies are alſo made of fine gold, wherein (for obſeruations ſake) we aſcribe halfe a 


grainof Allay in 24 Carrats, It hath alſoby reaſon of his horand dry qualitie a pro. 
pertie, that filling a cup of wine to the brim, yer you may put tenor, 15 piecesof gold 
evinedinto ir, by lirtle and litrle, without ſpilling, as it were apprehEnding and elaſ- 
ping the liquid qualitie of the wine. as ah rocks 


; coine firſt Copper,then Siluer,and ſo come.to Gold, according to - 


te - 


The qualitics 
of gold. - a 


Difference be- 
tween natural 
and artificial 
Gold, 
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[ris held for certain, that the'Salamanders wool,;and Alumen Plamoſunsare notſub. 

ieA to fire, yet are they ſubieR to corruption. 
$oda bariglia The ſtuffe called Soda Batiglia,or Maſlacote wherof glaſſes are made(which ſtuffe 
or Mallacote: js burnt of certaine ſea weeds, as we know and dayly may ſee in the Glaſſe. houſes) is 
| not ſubiec to fire,bur altogether to the aire : But Gold is pgrmarſent. Here now atiſes 
a queſtion, How 1t was poſſible that Archimedes Geometricall triall (ſo much celebra- 
ted by antiquirie)can be ſue, ſeeing gold hath that attraQtiue power toretain ſomany 
peeges of itin acup of wine 2 For the King of Agyprt beingdeceiued of his Gold- 
{mith inthe makingof two Diademes or Crowns of Gold (whereof the one contai- 
*ned-much Silner)was deſirous to know the falſhood without breaking of them:wher- 
rcbymedes upon Arhymedes cauſed two veſſels ro be made of one equal bigneſſe,with receivers 

 _ vader them, and cauſed them to be filled brim full with water, and therein he did pur 

of Silver did theſe two Crownes aſunder, and gathered vp the water very circumſpeRtly, whereof 
| ry" hom one of the veſſels did ſpill more than the other ; according vato which, by Arithmari- 
of Gold dis Call Proportion grounded vpon the Geometricall obſeruarion, he found out the diffe- 
ſpillvuremen* rence berweene the quantitie and weight of the two waters , and conſequently how 
Comimven, Much Silver therewas pur in,in one of the Crowns, in the lieu of Gold, which if they 
zyandfoure, Had beene both falſified, he could neuer haue found it : for the difference came to bee 
| - aus 727 known by the bulk or bignefſe which cauſed the more ſpilling, and the matter was vi- 

Siluer,and 4 li. s ; 
| of Gold. fible-in ſome meaſure, For I haue obſerued by my Inſtrument made for proportions, 
| orion cf That the difference in bulke between Gold and Siluer is as five to nine, and betweene 
 Gold.Siluer, Silver and Copper as elenen to thirteen; that the body of Copper is bigger than Sil- 
and Copper. 'ter, Lead to Silver as from fifteene to fourteene, Tin is lighter than Siluer,and dorh 
— Adiffertromiras ninerothirteen,and from the Gold as ſeuen to eighteene. Yron differs 
from ſilver as foure'to three, and from the Gold as fix to nine,thebody of Gold is leſ- 

| ſer.Quickſiluereommeth neerer,and differeth as three to foure. | 
Buttoreſolue the queſtion,we muſt note the diverſity of the intentions which were 
meer contraries; for the one had an intention to ſpil,and the other to keep it from ſpil- 
ling, whereas allo between the operation of wine and water there may bea difference 
_ 1nchis rriall, | 6 

Thus much concerning the nature and qualitie of fine gold, whereunto Lead comes 


neereſt for ponderofitie of weight, bignes of volume, and deafenes of ſound, as fitteſt 
I for projection. 
* Thequalicyof The nature and quality of Siluer is like vato the Moone, that is, cold and moiſt ; 
Siluere che Sulphur of itwhite and corrupr,and falling away,as you may ſce by drawing lines 

vpon a paper, Betweene the Planers So! and Zuna you haue Yenw the Planer of Cop- 

per.toallay the ſame,alchough 242rcurie be betweene them, which being fixed, toineth 

with any mettall.Copper doth harden the Siluer, and yetas the weaker of the two, 1s 

ſooneſt corrupted and conſumed: for it is in mettals according to the Prouerbe, The 

| weakeſt goeth to the wall,and the Allay of Copper is done for the preſeruationof Silver. 

| $icleishalfe The firſt moneyes, or the Sicles of the Hebrewes was pure Siluer weighing balfe ar 
| anounce of - OUNCe,, which was deliuered by weight, and cannot properly bee called Money, 

| _ alitie for there was no printypon it : and beeing allayed with Copper it hatha ſmell , for 

of Copper: The Sulphure and Antimonie of Copper (beeing red and corrupt) hath a ſtrong 

- = . ſmell, which may (by heating it) bee ſooner diſcerned by rubbing : and howſoeuer 

there are many blaunchers for Copper , the beſt of them all in timewill appeare 

in his colour, beeing not throughly fixed. The nature of Copper is alſo cold and , 

moiſt, and beeing commixed and augmented with the Calamine ſtone and Lead 

| YellowBrafſe, maketh the yellow Braſſe, and increaſeth the volume from eleuen to fifteene, where- 

as (as wee haue ſaid before) betweene Siluer and Copper, it is buteleuentothir- ' 
reene, which cauſeth the counterfeiters to bee encouraged , notwithſtanding the 
| AllayofGold: ſmell'and redneſſe of the colour : therefore in the Allay of Crowne Gold, the 
: Mint-maſters in Fraunce and England doe take halfe Silver, and halfe Copper, 

which makethehe higher colour of Gold, But inthe Low-countries and Germa- 

nie they take three parts Siluer and one part Copper , which maketh the (nee 

DE or eg JR | ; "x. betweene 
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between the colour of their Crowne and ours,and is the reaſon that our gold will ſoo- 
ner weare away than theirs. 

We haue already declared the true derivation of monies., called by the Romanes 
Pecunia, of Pecus pecndis, not Pres pecorms ; forthey coining firſt Copper monies,and as 
it ſhould ſeeme rhe wealth of man conſiſting moſt in Carrell (as 1n the time'of 706) 
cauſed Oxen, Sheepe, and the like Catrell to be ſtamped vpon their Coines of meere 
Copper, whereof their Exchequer was called «&rarinm, being then in greater eſtima- 
tion : for the proportion or value in the time of Nzma Pompilius was ten of Copper to Proportion = 
one of Siluer,and ten of Siluer to one of Gold ; which now by the abundance of cop. which WES pe" 
per is much altred, notwirhſtanding the copper monies vied inall Countries in ſome and Copper- 
reaſonable meaſure, But in Spaine, being as it were vnto vs the fountain of {iluer and 
' gold, there it isvſed immoderatly ; for rhey haue ſo many millions of Copper Mo- copyermo- . 

nies in foure and eight Maluedies and otherwiſe; and in Portugall of Veſttenis, Pa- neyes wt 4 
tacoisof ſo many Reas, that the halfe Ryal (which is our three pence) is only of 'Sil. ob 6 
uer, and all monies vnder itare meere Copper, without any mixture of Silner, This 
quantitic is almoſt incredible for it is not many yeares finceduring the Kings reigne | 
of Philip rhe third, that certaine Italjans finding fault that his O avo's and Quartil- 
lo's were too big, gave the King ſix millions of ducats to coin them at half the weight 
withina time limired,and as many as they could vtter withinthat time, Necef7tas non 
habet lezem is true inſome reſpects. | 

The Venetians alſo coine meere copper mony : they haue Seflini, which are valued Copperme- 
at two Q1atrini,and three Quatriniare one halte-penny ſterling ; for ſix Quatrini ate hn 
one peiiny. Bagatini they haue alſo,whereof foure make one Quatrini, and 24 Baga- 


tini make onepenny. ſterling by calculation, - + | « 
In France they haue Mailles,Petit Deniers, Deniers, Doubles, and Liarts; afnd in OfFraunces 
times paſt moſt of theſe had ſome ſiſuer in them : but vpondue conſideration, that it 
was ſo much filuer waſted, (becauſe the charge of refining did ſurmount the value, 
and that theſe monies did ſerue for the commuration of petty things and trifles)they 
have ſaued that Siluer. The like they haue done of all the ſmall monies in Germaty ; of 6crmaniee 
but they cauſe them tobe Alkimed like Silver, which is done with Tin and Sal Ar- 
moniack after they be coined , which holdeth fairer a long time than the monies of 
S1luer allayed with much Copper, being in a manner incorporated with the Copper, 
and taketh away the ſmell of ir, Suchare their Hellers, Albs, Hallincke,and the like 
{mall Copper monies, | (hes COTS 
In the Low-Countrics they have Duyts, Mites, Negemanckens, Ortkens, whereof of theTows 
foure makea Styuer,and five Styvers make ſix pence, which we may well call a Stiger ©2*nrics 
tor a penny ſterling ; eight Negemanckens and foure and twenty Mites for one penny 
alfo, In ſome places, as in Flanders, the Mite is called Corte , andin the Walloon 
countrey Engcuni,and inother places Poinr,Pite,Poor,being all ſubdiuiſions of Gvo- 
{u5,or the balfe penny. : | 
In Boliemia, Poland, Sweden, Denmark, Eaſt-land, and many other kingdomes and Ofmany other 
States, they haue meere Copper monies tedious todeſcribe: likewiſe in Italy in their Ligne To 
ſeuerall principalitics and dukedomes. 6 ET __ nr 
In Scotland they haue Turnoners, and pence, and halfe pence in their names , and Of Scotland; ' 
much baſe money of Achiſons, Mackx,Babyes,Nonſuits and the like; In Ireland they of ireland, 
had in Queene Z/;zabeth her time halfe pence and pence of Copper,which are moſt of 
them lott and conſumed. JT: Ir ate 
| Theneceſſitie of theſe ſmall monies did appeare herewith vs in England, where-e- 
uery Chandler, Tapfter, Vintner,and others made tokens of lead agd braſle, for balfe- 
pence; and at Briftollby the lare Queenes authoritie, were madeof Copper, witha Farthing to- 
Ship onthe one (ide, and C, B. onthe other, ſignifying C:v1t2s Brifloll, Theſe went ola 
*currant (for {mall chings) at Briftoll and ten miles about, Hereupon it pleaſed our 
Soueratgne Lord the King toapproue of the making of acompetent quantitie of far. 
thing Tokens, to aboliſh the ſaid leaden tokens made in derogation of the Kings pre- 
rogatiue Royall,which farthing tokens being nw by Engins,of meere copper,in the |; 
B yeare I 


Silver monies, 
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yeare 16 13, with certaine cautions and limitations) haue on the one {ide two Scepters 
croſſing vnder one Diadem,in remembrance of the Vnion between England & Scor- 
land; and on the other {ide the Harpe tor Ireland, with the deſcription, /acobws D.G, 
Magne Britt. Fra. Hiber,R:x. And the ſaid farthing tokens have not only bin tound 
very commodious and neceſlarie for petty commutations, but alſo to Le a great relicf 
of the poore, and meanes to increaſe charitie, without which many of them had peri- 
ſhed ; euery man hauing means to giue almes,euen the mechanicall pooreto the indt- 
gent Poore, 

To come to the coines of Silver, wee haue alſo noted that the Romans made bur 
monies of Siluer the 484 yeare after the foundation of Rome,which was in the yeare 


—__ 
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3695, from the beginning of the world, being now about 1900 yeares ſince; and by 


Gold monics. 


The Sheire 
booke of 
monics, 


The cauſe of 


culling of 
money, 


ſome Coines and models extant the goodnefle of it was ſterling filuer, beeing aboue 
I I Ounces fine, ſince which time many are the ſtandards of filuer monies made in di- 
uers countries according to occaſions, both intime of peace and warres, as you may 


. finde in the following Chapters, where we haue reduced them from the mark weight 


vnto the pound weight Troy of 12 ounces. And concerning the monies of England 
of the ſterling ſtandard,more followeth hereafter. 

The monies of Gold were but. made when the Romanes had taken great wealth 
from all nations, and was 62 yeares after their beginning of the making of {iluer mo- 
nies,and they were of fine Gold. Since which timealſo there haue been many Stani- 
dards made of gold, and that from about twenty foure Carrats fine, vntill ſcuen Car- 
rats, &Cc. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Of the Officers of Mints. 


=IHere are divers officers in all Mints; the principal officer is the Wat- 
den of the Mint; the next is the Mint-Maſter : the one to looke tothe 
INS making of monies compleat,according the Standards ; and the other 
IN I IS! with his workmen (called Moniers) to make them, Thenthere is the 
IN » | Controller, to keepe the Contre-books for the Prince and State, to 
Ra ſccthe Bullion receined, and the aſſayes made thereof, and the com- 
pleat monies returned for the ſame, weight for weight, paying coynage money for the 
{ame,which 1s done by the Warden, by the ſaid monies in ſpecie, as they were coyned 
at the firſt, There are commonly two Aſſay maſters,one Grayer and his deputie, one 
that keepeth the Yrons todeliuer them to the Moniers , or the Prouoſt or chiefe of 
chem,to ſee them euery night returned againe; then the Sincker, Smith, Porter, and 
the like in their places;all theſe haue wages for them(ſelues,or allowances yerely from 
the Prince or State, The Mint-maſters and the Moniers are payed for eyery pound 
weight they make,whereof 30 ® weight they call a Tourney. The Tellers office is but 
vſed in England, which the Wardens deputtes execute in other countries, to keepe a 
Sheyre booke of the pieces contained in the marke or pound Weight , although the 
money be deliuered by weight,and not by tale. For although there be, ſuppoſe eight 
Or ten pieces Ouer i 100 # by tale, it doth encourage the bringer in of Bullion; for 
theexaG ſizing is notſo much tobe regarded vpon the torall in quantitie,as vpon the 
equalitie of weight in pieces; for it hapneth ſometimes that one ſhilling will weigh 
one farthing or halfe penny more in value by the weight, than another ; whereby Mo- 
nies areculled out and tranſported,and the light pieces remaine among his Majeſties 
ſubiets, Goldſmiths alſowanting Bullion, muſt melt ſuch monies downe to make 
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The Bullion which is brought in, or forreine Coine either, is alwates locked vp ifl 
oreatcheſts or incloſed places, vader three keyes,namely the Wardens,the Mint-ina- 
ſters,and the Controllers : at the dayes of receits which are obſerued in the Tower of 
London, Saturdayes and Mondayes,and then the officers haue their dyet in the place, 
the one halfe at the Kings charges , and the other halfe at the Mint-maſters charges; 
who is called by ſome Maſter worker of the Kings Monies, or agiſter operarime - and 
between the Warden and him there is commonly emulation and neceflary diſcord ; 
like vnto that which Cato vſed amongſt the feruants of his family, which he did com- 
pare to the ſtones of a vault,which by.ſtriuing do vphold the building, and made him! 
to be more quietand regarded. | = | 

Suppoſe now that wee are come to the Mint, to ſee monies madeof our Ingors of 
Gold and Siluer, and one of the Aﬀay maſters commerh vanto me and ſaith, Sir, I 
haue read that all things are gouerned by Number, Weight,and Meaſure; Whar ſay 
youto fineneſſe of Gold and Siluer > I do aske him firſt, What he taketh fineneſſe to 
be He doth anſiver me, That it is a my ſterie,and thar the ſtudy of it 15 as intricate as 
the Tranſubſtantiation of the Papiſts Sacrament, as you may perceiue,ſaith he,by the 
controuerſie betweene the Warden of the Mint, and the Mint-maſter,concerning the 
Standards of the ſterling monies of Siluer, and the baſe monies lately made for the 
Realme of Ireland ; which is grounded vpon the finenefſe of the Bullion reported by 
triall of the ſubtle aſſay. Vhereuntol doe reply, that plain things may be made in- 
 tricate; for fineneſſe of Gold and Siluer is properly fine Gold and Silver, and this is 
knowne by weight, which I dothus demonſtrate in the Siluer for both, Poſizo , That 
this pieceof S1luer is fine filuer, without any mixture of allay,and weighes one pound 
of twelue ounces Troy ; I hope you will call this to bee twelue ounces fide, becauſe it 
weigheth twelue ounces,which is the pound weight and finenefle alſo:now take away 
one ounce of this fine Siluer, and put ſo much Copper vato it to melt them! downe,as 
maketh vp the ſaid pound againe twelue ounces in weight, you (knowing that there 


Fineneſſ: of 
Gluer whe 
it is, 


was bureleuen ounces of fine Siluer remaining) will make no diftcultie to affirme 


that this is eleuen ounces fine Siluer, and one ounceof Copper in the pound weight; 
and putthe ſame to the triall of your ſubtil aſſay and you ſhall finde ito: 1s there any 
myſterie inthis? And he ſaith No, as I did propound it, and fo is itif there be more 
or lefle allay in the pound weight accordingly:for the pound weight doth proportio- 
natethe whole maſſe, Ingot,or lumpe of Bullion, call it what you-w1ll, as m the next 
Chapter of Afayes ſhall be made more apparant. But (ſaich he) this doth not cleare 
in my vaderſtanding,the buſinefſe which1s in controverſie between the Warden and 
the Maſter worker: for the Coppleor Teaft dorh drinke in fome two penny weight of 
Hluer with the lead, and fo there is ſo much hid from report, for the Bullion is that 
which maketh the monies,and not the filuer of the aſſay : ſothat the ſaid filuer is finer 
1 euery weighttwo penny weight, in value fix pence halfe petiny,and the twelfth part 
of an halfe penny : which is the cauſe char the Maſter workman(being ſubril and cun- 
aing) doth put into the melting pot two penny weight of Copper in every pound, 
whereby he gaineth- the weight of ſomuch ſterling Siluer. Now this gaine is the 
Kings, for with his Highneſſe money this Bullion is bought of the Subies. And 
therefore the Wardendoth charge the Mint- maſters account with two penny weight 
of filuer in enery pound weight, and alloweth the ſame vnto the King ; for the Mint- 
maſter is to account by the melting book, where this allay of Copper is entred,accor- 
ding tothe Indentures between the King & him. And fo in the baſe monies made for 
Ireland, whereofone of ſilver maketh foure of that monies, hee is charged in account 
eight penny weight of filuer for euery pound of filuer Bullion : for the commixture 
of twoounces eighteen penny weighr of filuer, and nine ounces two penny weight of 
Copper, is found toanſwer that ſtandard of three ounces fine. And fo doth eleuen 
ounces of Siluer and one Ounceof Allay an{were the ſterling ſtandard. For there is 
great conſideration to be had in the calculation of the {iluer Bullion co the fire, and 
from the fire : for elenen ounces from the fire is ſerdown for Standard, to pafſe accor 
ding tathe indented triall-piece made by the ſworne Officers or Refiners, and Aſay- 
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Indentcderiall maſters,thereunto heretofore appointed , whereof my ſelfe was one ; which indented 
— piece we haue commixed accordingly of fine faluer,refined vpona dry Teaſt,and good 
and baſe, — Copperor Allay:and the ſame we hauediuided into three parts ; one part toremaine 
Commixture. jq the Kings Treaſurie at Veſtminſter , another part with the VWarden of the Min 
_  andthethirdpart with rhe Mint maſter ro make the monies thereby, and all theſe 
things are done very orderly, There is no reaſon that the Mint.maſter ſhould pockee 
vp this benefir,which commerh almoſt to ten thouſand pounds, and would haue beene 
much more if it had not been ſpied out in time for the Kings ſeruice. And then bee 
concluded his ſpeech with an athrmation, that he could take the faid two peny weight 
of ſiluer out of the copple,which had drunke vp the ſame,or withia a little leffle of it: 
Whereunto I made him ſuch an anſwer as I had oftentimes vnderſtood of the Mint- 
' maſter, and partly of myne owne knowledge concerning Aflayes, which I had obfer- 
yed and knowne aboue forty yeares, my father alſo hauing been a Mint-maſter , and I 
told him that all his allegations as aboueſaid ſhould and could be very well anſwered: 
for albeit that he had alledged many things concerning the ſtare of the matter in que- 
fiion, I would (according to the courſe of the Commnn-Law ) ioyne iſſue vpon one 
peremptorie point, tobe tried by all vnderſtanding men. To which end I told bim, 
"qo * Thatin Germanieand the Low Countries there were certaine officers called the Ge- 
youd theſeas, NErals of Mints, which did derermine ſuch and the like queſtions and controyerſies a- 
: _  Tifingbetweene the YVardens: and the Mint maſters, which were men of greatknow- 
ledge andexperience in Mint affaires, and had from the Prince large ſtipends ginen 
them for toattend theſe Mint buſineſſes, when the trialls of Pixes or of the Boxes are 
made, and the Mint-maſters make their accounts with the Prince. Hereupon the ſaid 
Aſlay maſter (according tohis courteous behauiour) was very well pleaſed to heare 
me,as he ſaid,in fauor of juſticeand truth. And ſo I began to anſwer gradatins and ar- 
ticularly as followeth. | 
Drinkingup Firſt, concerning the drinking vp of the Copple ; albeit that it appeareth varto me 
- "urea 4 (by certaineteftimonials made beyond the ſeas,by Generals, Wardens, Mint maſters 
A - and Aﬀay maſters) that ifa Copple or Teaſt be well made it drinketh not vp any Sil- 
uer atall, yet I will admit that itdoth fo, becauſe you are fo confident that you can 
take it outof the,Copple,or the molt part of it,and fo I will proceed. 
Twopenny Secondly,I doacknowledge that there is two penny weight of copper put into the 
| m_—_— cy melting por, as you ſay, for it is commixed at twenty penny weight, which 1s a iult 
Tedoed tobee OUnce,where the ſtandard requireth but eighteene penny weight , but this is done ic 
putin, counteruaile the waſte of Copper, which commeth by the melting of Bullion, reme!- 
ting of the Brocage and Sciz1ll, and by working, hammering, often nealing and blan- 
ching of the monies, whereby the monies grow better in finenefle than they were at 
the firſt melting, becauſe ſomuch and more copper doth waſte and can it waſte lefe 
WaftofCop- than ten ounces in one hundreth weight > No ſurely :which is the cauſe that the Red 
# —— ag aq booke inthe Exchequer for Mint affaires admitted this two penny weight for Vaſte, 
| pcrputin, Which isbut ten ounces in the hundreth, And to fay that this two penny weight of fi [- 
Vnequall yer is thecauſethatthe Mint maſter putreth in two penny weight of Copper, it carri- 
Proporiwn-  ethnotany proportion to pur one for one,when the mixture of the ſtandard is eleuen 
for one. Bur youreply vato me, That the Mint-maſter is to beare all waſts, & there- 
fore muſt anſwer the ſame,and be charged in account for ir. I anſwer, That the Ac- 
counts of all Mints are made only vpon the finenefſe of monies by their weights, and 
that it was never otherwiſe vſed in England vntill this day : And if the Warden wil! 
All accounts Dring a new manner of account than euer hath beene rakenaccording to the Liedger 
aretaken vp- booke of the Mint, and the Controllers booke ; then the Mint maſter is to be charged 
wad edene with cuery thing in his proper nature, filuer for Giluer,and copper for copper. Other- 
wiſe it were better for him not to put in any copper, than to be made toanſwere filuer 
for it, But the Mint-maſter muſt hold as well his Allay as his fine filner,according to 
Allayto be Theſtatute 2 H.6. cap.2, and indoingotherwiſe,by not putting inof this wwo pentiy 
kepts weightof copper, the monies would be too fine,and the Maſter might incurfine and 
ranſome. Thereforeall Mint-maſters do worke according to their remedies, 8 oo 
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do beareall waſts incident and caſuall , as if ſome Ingots were falſifed with Copper 


within, as hath bin found at rhe Miar, the Mint-maſter muſt beare the aduenture of + rnb 
NTt»ina © 


it, for Princes will be at a certaintie, Which is the caule that the Mint-mafters may 
commix at their pleaſure thus far,as the ({ixreenth Article of the Indenture declareth, 


That enery pound weight Troy thall be in ſuch {ort commixed and melted down, that 


at the caſting out of the ſame into Ingats, it ſhall bee and hold x1 ounces two pennie 
weight of fine filuer,and 18 penny weight of Allay, every pound containing 1 2 oun- 
ces, eucry ounce 20 penny weight, and euery penny weight 24 graines, according. to 
the computation of the pound weight Troy of England,which eleuen ounces 2 penny 
weight of fine ſiluer,& 18 peny weight of allay in the pound weight Troy aforeſaid, is 
the o1d right ſtandard of the monies of filuer of England : and (thatthe commixture 
of the Mint-makter hath been done accordingly, ſo that it was founEſo at the caſting 
out) you beſt know what made the Afayes thereof from time ro time. As for your 
Melting booke,where the Allay is entered, if you will charge the Mint-maſter there- 
by, letirbe donediſtinaly for Siluer or Copper, or Allay in his proper nature, as is 


faid before, and then the controuerſic isended. Now let vs come to the ſtandard of 


the baſe monies made for Ireland : I am ſure there is not two penny weight of copper 
put in,as inthe ſterling ſtandard ; but there is two penny weight of filuer by compu- 
ration taken out, ineuery quarter of a pound of filuer, which as you ſay is eight peny 
weight of {iluer in the- pound weight; why ſhould the Mint-maſters account bee 
charged with this, where Siluer by the diviſion of the proportion is takenout, & two 


ounces 18 penny weight are taken for three ounces from the fire, as the Indenture de- 


clareth > Shall a Mint-maſter commix and melt by preſcription, or ſufferother men 


' to meltit for him, and yet be made to anſwer for the finenefle of monies accarding to 


- anindented triall piece made of refined fine filuer(as you ſay) and receiue neither (l- 
ueranſerable in fineneſſe,nor the quantitiewhich he ought to haue allowed him ac- 
cording to the ſtandard 2 Iam ſure that in the making oftheſe manies there hath bin 


aboue forty ounces of copp@ waſted in one hundred weight of the monies made ther- 


of,whereby the Bullion is grown finer, that is to ſay, theſe forty ounces of Copper be- 
ing waſted, haue left the filuer behind, wherewith they were commixt at the firſt, and 
{o isthe ſaid whole maſſe or bullion ſo much finer and richer inthe propartion,which 
Arithmericall diſtribution doth demonſtrat vato me,and in this Ingot of courſe Sik 
ucr may proue it vato you: let vs ſuppoſe it weigherh 16 ®, and containeth 4 # of (il- 
ver, and 12 ® of Copper, and fo may we ſay it is the fourth part filuer; if this Igor 
now ſhould bee madeto decreaſe or diminiſh 4 ® of Copper, and fo it ſhould weigh 
but x2 #,and therein {till containe all the 4 pound in filuer , may not wee iuſtly call 
this tobe richer,and ſay it is one third part of ſiluer > and yet there is no more Siluer 
than before; and this we call growne in finenefſeby the decreaſe of the maſle or pro- 
portion : and ſotwoounces 18 penny weight of ſiluer, commixed with 9g ounces two 
penny weight of copper made into monies, becomes to be z ounces fine, by the mel- 
ting of the Bullion, remelting of brocage and ſcizill, and by the working,hammering, 
ofren nealing and blanching,which alwaies in baſe monies is very great,as experience 
hath proued ; call you this pocketing vpof almoſt ten thouſand pounds 2 Well, I am 
content to ioyne my iſſue hereupon,and to prooue that the Mint-maſter hath nor poc- 
kered vp any benefit or gaineat all by this fineneſſe of filuer hid and vareported inthe 
Bullion, but that he hath bin a loſer of ſo much as hath bin taken from him,by making 
him to anſwer ſiluer for copper. The commixture of theſe two ſtanderds are contra- 
ries,and contraries toworke all one effe& is ſtrange vnto me. With that he defired me 
togowith him to the Aſſay houſe, to ſee the Aﬀſayes made of our ſilver and gold,and 
there toend our diſcourſe,whereofhe ſeemed vnto me to be very defirous. 
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Crap. vi. 
Of the «A ſſayes of Bullion and Momes. 


IT 6) mming to the Aſſay houſe, there we found divers Gentlemen deſi- 
EY—>2| rous to ſee the manner of making of Afſſayes of gold and filuer, as al- 

& -&|| {odivers Goldſmiths which brought ſome Ingors of Gold, but no 

I. , 9 | Siluer at all; and here we were all courteouſly welcome,and our dif- 
(@SSSZ g]: courſe was interrupted, and the Aſſay maſter cefired me tohane pa- 
—===) tience vntill his buſineſſe were ended with the Goldſmiths, and ſo he 
would make the Aſſayes of our Siluer firſt, and then come tothe making of our gold 
Afſlay,which be would firſt teaſt, before he ſhould put any proportion of it ro the tri- 
all of firong-water, The little furnaces were fired, and the Aﬀlay maſter tooke foute 
copples or teaſts,which are made of bone aſhes, and hee did put them inthe Furnace 
quater corner wiſe, with the bottomes vpwards, and ſo let them remaine almoſt an 
houre, vatill he had made an end with the Goldſmiths Aſſayes,tothe end they ſhould 
be throughly dry, to auoid the ſpringing of the Siluer ; and then he did turne them 
vpwards, and fo cutting off ſome ſilver of our Ingors on both ſides, he did beate the 
ſame very thinne with a hammer,and weighing 1uſily the quantitie of fifteen graines, 
he divided the ſame by euen portion of weight intohalfe, and thereunto he took fin 
times {o:much inthin purged Lead, and winding or involving the filyer therein,he did 
put the ſame vpon the ſeueral Copples two to two,and vpon the other two hedid firſt 
put the Lead, and rhe Silver afterwards when the Lead was molten,making no great 
difference in this : then with coles he did ſtop the furnace indifferently, neither too 
Hot nor too cold,vntill it began to drive, and then he made it hotter, and finding it to 
appeare bright,he brought the copples one after another to the mouth of the furnace, 
there he let them ſmoke a little, holding them our and in before hee rooke them our. 
Thea taking off this Siluer, he weighed them one againſt another, and found them a- 
like,whereby he knew his Aflay was well made, and then hee weighed them both ra- 
gether,and what they weighed lefſe than before was Copper waſted : and he reported 
our Siluer to be eleuen ounces and foure penny weight fine, by the true proportion of 
the pound weight, which is robe taken accordingly in the whole Ingot, weightng 
ſome forty pound weight ; ſo that every pound of it did contain eleyen ounces fonre 
penny weight of fine filuer,and 16 penny weight of copper, making together 12'0un- 
ces for the pound Troy weight ; and fo is finenefle knowne by weight,and is properly 
fine ſiluer as aforeſaid, Hereupon I did aske him, whether the copple had drunke vp 
3 ſome little quantitie of filuer which might amount ro two penny weight inthe pound 
weightof ſterling filuer by rhe compuration of filuerof ſeuerall finenefle > and hee 
anſwered me, It had without all doubt. The other filuer Aſſay be reported tobee but 
eleven ounces fine, ; : | 

To make the After this,hetooke in like manner fifteen grains of Our Ingot of gold, and putting 
| aflaycsotgold the ſame to the teaſt as aforeſaid,to purge the copper(which he did with a horter fire) 
| he did beat the gold with a hammer very thin,that he could winde it vpona lictle tick 
round, to'make ir go through the necke of the glaſſe,and to worke the better: & here- 
unto he rooke 20 grains of very fine filuer in like manner,and put them all rogether in- 
to the viall or glaſſe,and hereupon hedid poure ſome ſtrong Water, and put the ſame 
vpon coles,and there it did ſmoke and ftand varill it did ſmoke no more . and then it 


had wrought and ſeparated the {iluer from the gold, which remained whole, and rhe 
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Siluer was'turned into water : then hee did poure out that water 1ato another gla ſc 
with raine water, which diuided your Silver from the ſtrong-water again,and weighed 
the gold againe, reporting the ſame to be 2 3 Carrats fine, by the calculation vpon 
the ballance of his ſubrle Afﬀay : and rhen wee went vp to deliuer our filuer and gold 
to the Warden of the Mint, whereo! entry was made indiuers and ſeuerall bookes of 
the Warden, Controller, Mint-maſter,and Afſay-maſter; and the Mint-maſter did de- 
liver bills of the weight and finenefle thereof vnder his hand tothe Warden of the 
Mint, where we ſtayd to ſee our (iluer molten and caſt into ingots, for tobe deliuered 
tothe Moniers , to ſheire the ſame by weight into ſmall pieces for twelue pences and 
ſix pences : for it was allayed according to the fterling ſtandard, and the Aſſay.ma- 
ſter made another aſſay,called the pot Aflay,and found the ſame to be ſtandard,wher- 
upon we tooke our leaue and departed. And here alfo he affirmed ynto mee, Thar the 
Ccopple had drunke inthe like ſmall proportionof filuer. The next wecke following 
I went toreceiue my ſatisfation in coined monies , which were brought vp to the 
Warden,and he peruſed them whether they were well coined without cracks or flaws, 


To diuide fils 
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water, 
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and as the Moniers brought them vp in trayes, he took out ſome pieces not wel made; 


and cut them aſunder with a ſheire,and ſome pieces he weighed, and then tooke ſome 
other pieces,and put them through a hole intoa box kept vnder ſeueral keyes,8 ſome 
pieces he delivered to the Aſſay maſter to make trial of. And after I had recciued my 
mony by weight for weight of my Bullion, I went to the Aﬀay-maſter, and ſaw him 
make an Aſſay of the ſaid monies in like manner as the other, with five parts of Lead ; 
and hereupon I tooke occaſion to aske him, Whether the laſt and ſupreme trial of the 
monies(which was made commonly once a yeare before the Lords at the Star cham- 
ber) was done in like manner? And he anſwered me, ic was, and withall hedeſir.d me 
toreſolue the queſtion betweene the Warden and the Mint-maſter, concerning the 
two penny weight of filuer,hid from report (as it is ſuppoſed) according tr our for- 
mer conference ?I told him, That according to the iſſue toyned between him and me; 
that the Mint-maſter had nor pocketed vp any ſuch two penny weight of (11yer (as 
his account was charged withall)'I would make that plaine by demonſtration, which 
he ſaid was his deſire ; whereupon 1 framed my anſwer as followeth : | 

I make nodoubt (Sir) but you haue marked my obſeruations of the foure ſeueral] 
Aſayes made concerning bullion and money , namely, the firſt of the Ingort before 
melting, the ſecond of the port aſlay after melting, the third of the monies complete 
made thereof,and the fourth of the ſupreme triall of monies at the Star-chamber,as ir 
were before the King and his Councel ; all which being done in maneralike,you haue 
from time to time told mee, that their operation or effec was alfo alike : for triall of 
the Ingor, there the copple had drunke in two peny weight of (iluer: for the port Aﬀay 
there 2 peny weight was drunke in alſo: the affay madeof the compleat monies harh 
drunk in the like two peny weight:and laſtly the higheſt triall of all hath drunke inthe 
like twopenny weight of filuer ; how can it then be pocketed vp by the Mint-maſter, 
when it was in the bullion, remaining in the por, fonnd in the monies, and confirmed 
to be ſoby the ſupremeſt rriall > And why ſhould the Mint maſters account be char- 
ged either with an imaginarie or ſubftanrial thing which he neuer had or enioyed > 
To this the Aſſay maſter anſwering rather by ſignes than words, ſaid, It was otherwiſe 
taken and vnderſtood, and himſelf took now better norice of it, and wiſhed that truth 
might preuale, according to the ſaying, MHaznaeſt veritas, pravaltt, prevaluit, & pre- 
wvalebit; and ſo ended our ſuppoſed diſcourſe. 

Now let vs come to the miſteries of the Mints beyond the ſeas, to recompence 
thera that might take offence for diſcnfiing the premi fſes;and ler vs belike Nathaniel, 
inwhom there was no ouile, Qui vadit plant, vadit ſane, howbeir diſcretion 1s requt- 
ſit, The Aſſayes beyond the ſeas are moſt made according to the proportion of the 
marke,which is eight ounces Troy , and they take twenty graines to make their Af- 
ſayes by,which is correſpondent with our fifteene graines; for chey diuide their Eng- 
liſh or penny weight inthirty two Aſſes or graines,which from 24 to 32,differerh one 

third part ; ſois fifteene vato twenty alſo a third part, For this Marke weight of eight 
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ounces is two fold; the one is called Engliſh weight, and the other French weighr in 
the Low-countries. But the Engliſh weight is moſt vſed, which is dinided intoeight 

Ounces, euery ounce twenty Engliſh or penny weight, and every Engliſh 32-grains as 

aforeſaid, is 5129 graines tothe marke. This marke and one halfe maketh within a 
little our twelue ounces Troy for the pound weight, being in grains ſeuen thouſand ſix 

hundred eighty. 

The French weight called penny weight is alſo 8 ounces, euery ounce foure and 
twenty penny weight, and euery penny weight 24 graines, is 6912 graines for the 12 
ounces, Or 4608 graines tor the etght ounces. Theſe graines arealfo diuided in twen- 
ty foure Garobes or Primes, and the Primes in twenty foure Seconds,and the ſeconds 
in 24 Tercies or Malloquen, which is ſuperfluous : notwithſtanding all the ſayd 
weights and diuiſions,to make aſſayes,they vie another weight,which euery man ma- 
keth according to his fancie : but moſt commonly they wil diuitde the mark in twelue 
deniers or pence,and the penny into 24 graines,and then graines ſubdiuided of paper, 
making +— and —- partof a graine, which concurreth neereſt with our Aſſay weight; 
for if one pound ot filyer do containe => part copper, they call this 1 1 deniers fine,as 
we ſay 11 ounces fine. 

For the gold likewiſe they do vſe the ſame weight,accounting for every Denier or 
penny weight two carrats; fo twenty toure Carrats for twelue deniers or ounces , and 
conſequently 1 1 denters 1522 Carrats,&c. So the gold marke is 24 Carrats, a Car- 
rat is 12 graines, ſo 288 inthe marke. So the ſiluer marke of x 2 deniers of 24 grains, 
are 288 graines alſo, which are bigger graines, divided into 4 Primes or Siliqua's, is 
1152. 

They vſe alſo a manner of ſpeech to ſay, Twelue ſhillings tothe marke pound,eue- 
rie ſhilling twelue pence, and egery penny twenty foure graines, is 3456 graines in 
the marke ; all which is done to make rhe knowledge of theſe things intricate. In ike 
manner for the ſheiring of the monies, they will for euery piece make a penny , as if 
there be made 78 pieces out of a marke, they will ſay it holdeth fix ſhillings and fixe 
pence inthe ſheire, or for 62 pieces fiuc ſhillings two pence, and ſo obſcure things to 
take aduantage vpon others, For the Mint-maſters of the Low- Countries and Ger- 
many are very experienced in Mint affairs,and the afſayes being made vpon the grains, 
may deceive much, if by triall the calculation be not rightly made. And if the ſayd 
Mint-maſters were not ſubtill, yet the Generals,which tollow the Prince or State,de 
nothing elſe but ſtudy theſe things alwaies : therefore let vs obſerue more particulars 
of their proceedings as followeth. 

Inthe making of coines of gold and filuer,they wil vſe many times to make pieces 
of fine gold and courſer gold, as the Emperiall Royall and the halfe Royall; the one 
23 Carrats three= graines,and the other but eighteen Carrats,or.the Flanders crowne 
of 22 Carrats. In Germany the Ducat and the golden Guildern,which for works be- 
ing mixed are ſeruiceable, admitting by conniuance the melting of the money,rather 
than for want of it Bullion ſhould not be brought to their Mints, therefore they alſo 
take little for the coynage, becauſe it ſhould ſooner come vnto them than vnto other 
Minters,where the Coinage and Seigniorage is great. Andalbeit the ſame bee bur 
ſmall, yet will they finde meanes to make other Princes to pay the ſame, and cauſe 
other monies to be made for tranſportation,eſpecially for the Eaſt Countries to buy 
corne to bring the ſame vnto their Magazins,whereby Trade is increaſed, and Spaine 
and Portugall ſupplieth the ſame, by ſuffering monies to bealſo tranſported in the 
returne of corne, whereby Cuſtomes do alſo augment. The Boxe for monies 1s kept 
vnder three ſeuerall keyes or lockes, by the Warden, Mint-maſter, and Comptroller, 
wherein the Warden taketh of cuery journey of worke, one,two, or more pieces, aC- 
cording to his inſtruion, ro make the laſt triall by before the Lords or Eſtates. The 
Mint-maſters haue ſome remcdiesallowed them for the making of monies, either for 
being too feeble and vnder the Standard, or for being better and aboue the Standard. 
And hereupon they alwayes worke by commixing it accordingly, whereof they have 
an abſolute power , wherewith neither the Warden nor the Comptroller x70 
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meddle: for Princes and States will not be vpon vncertaineties with the Mint-maſter, 
for he muſt beare all caſualties vpon their remedies , with certaine cautions, That it 
itbc aboue the ſaid remedies, and feebler one halte penny weight, he paieth double ; 
and for the double of that, quadruple, and ifit be aboue that, he is ſubject ouer and 
abouec to punithinent, | EE | 
When the triall of the Box is made,if there be quantitie of coine to auoid the mul- 
tiplicitic of aſſayes, motion is made to the Maſter, whether by one marke indiffe- 
rently taken of euery ſpecies of coin, he wil be concluded for the whole quantitieof the 
worke, whereunto condiſcending, the markes are weighed out accordingly, and the | i 
pieces are told,and the afſay is thereupon made, and the torall worke is reported to be EF __ | 
accordingly: The like is done is England, obſeruing the workes by the priuie marke 
of the Roſe, Mallet, Croſſe or any other, which is recorded in the Exchequer vpon the 
ſaid trials of the pixes. PO A 
The Aſſay-maſters receiuing Bullion of ten or elenen ounces fine, make their aſſaies 
with five partsof Lead,if it be of fix or ſeuen ounces they will take eight parts of Lead, t.cad forthe. 
if three or foure ounces, then fifteene parts of Lead, and if vnder they will take twen- *riallof Siluc 
; | ES 4s | Aﬀayes. 
tic parts of Lead: Butthis Lead is firſt tobe purged, becauſe all Lead holdeth ſome 
little Silver and Gold as hath beene noted. So for Gold(it need be)miore ſtrong-water 
tnay be added; which may ſerue once againe for triall. EE Es 
Their ftrong-water called 4qsa forts,is made two parts calcined Vitrioll,one part 
Salniter, and halfe a part of Allome calcined anddiſtilled as the manner is : bur for 
Gold they vie 4qua Regis, which bath the ſame proportion as aboueſaid, but there is 49ua Rega; 
one fourth of a part of Sall Armoniake added thereunto ; and vponi their trialls they . 
vie to report halfe a graine for the Maſters benefit, which muſt needs be a graine where 
fractions are not vſed in cipher, eſpecially with vs, for there is for Siluernothing re- 
ported aboue twelue graines,which is the halfe penny weight, which is done to haue 
the accounts cleerer;and withall, there is no Bullion receiued in'the Mint vnder nine 
ounces tine,whereas beyond the Seas(though it be neuer ſo baſe)it 1s receined,and the BaſcBullion 
rules tor calculation arecafie and briefe , which to auoid prolixitic I do here omit. 
| Inthemelting of Gold, obſerue to melt rhe ſame firſt before you put your Siluer obfcruations . 
allay vnto it, and let the fineſt Gold lay vpwards in the cruible or por, to haue leſſe for meitins & 
waſt and betrer mixing,for the fineſt Gold is heauieſt and ſeeketh the Center , let no 
wind come to your melting pot or cruſible for feare of breaking, and take fine Siluer 
for your allay,wherein there is neither Lead, nor Brafle, or Laten, which maketh your 
Gold brittle and bringeth a loſſe ro make the ſame malliable, albeit to make it rough 
1s no charge. For rake but an old ſhooe, and cut the ſame into ſmall pieces, and put 
the ſame into your cruſible,and top it vp with a couer, let it ſtand vpon the fire, and it 
taketh away the eagreneſſe of Braſſe :euen as a hot browne loafe of bread cut a{under 
andclapt over the bom hole ofa hog(head of wine (taſting of the caske) will cure the 
ſame of his fowleraſte. CO :: 
Gold-ſmiths are appointed to worke Gold of twentie two carrats fine, but the trial +,;15,F np 
1s made by the rouch- ſtone onely, with an obſervation of the rubbing-ſtrokes vpon it Touct-gone. 
tobe alike and of che ſame ſtrength, which is worthy the obſeruation, for orherwiſe 
youcan giue norrue judgement, There isalfoan caſte ſcaling of Gold to be madeto 
fall from the Siluer,as it was laied onby the meanesof Quickeſiluer. 
To take the figureor print of a piece of coine, take Lampblacke and Vernice, ſuch +... the ; 
as the Painters doe vſe, annoint the coine with it, pur your paper vpon Lead and print figure of coyu- 
thereupon, 


. Aqua Forts. 


q Torefine Gold with Cementation without Strong-water, which i coſtly. 


T Akeeight ponnd of Flanders Tiles,three marke Copperas, 1 + marke, Allome -. 
ofa marke of Salt,and two ounces Salrpeter; all being mingled and calcined ro- 
gerher, take a great cruſible, put this Cement one finger thicke in the botrome, then 
lay ſome of your gold beaten thin (or if it be golden coine) vpon it, and then If and 
hg eMmen 
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Cement againe vpon that,and thereupon Gold againe,which the Alcumiſts call Sera. 
The coynere.. fu ſuper ſtratum, and couer your crufible with tiles leauing a little hole: then begin - 
mr with Lento igne, and afrerwards with a great fire let it ſtand foure, five, or more houres, and 
whole, —Allthe Allay will be inthe Cement; to take the Siluer outof the Cement, take foure 
markes Cement, and three marke Potters Lead ; two marke of Tiles, foure ounces of 
Dode cum,foure ounces Saltpeter,and doas before : orelſe you may take out the Sil- 
uer by quick(iluer,as I hauedeclared in the former Chapters. 
——_ o*f Toblaunch Silver in a baſinof red Copper, which muſt bee done before it bee 
Apo coined, take foure gallons of raine-water, two marke of red Tartar or Argall, and one 
marke ſalt, caſt your Plates (being red hor therein) and ſtirre the ſame, as you did be- 
fore inthe diſſolution anitivoctade the ſame white enough ; and after it is coined 
To cotour Then you muſt colour ir, putting the ſame into great traies, and with water ſprinkling 
Silver. them vatill they be moiſt, bur not wet, then pur the colour vpon it toffing and tum- 
bling them,and being pur into a Melting pot, let them be red hot, and then caſt them 
into water. To make this colour, take to twentie pound weight of money, three 
ounces of Sall Armoniake,two ounces Saltpeter,halfe an ounce Verdegreis,and halfe 
anounce Copperas,calcine them rogether tor that purpoſe, &c. 
Sako oy : Toconcludewith the refining of Siluer with a great Teaſt, which muſt be red hot 
pie oe twoorthree houres, trying the ſamewirh Lead if ir doe not ſpring, the Teaſt muſt be 
for double the quantitie of your courſe Siluer, and accordingly you are to rake 
more or lefle Lead: to drive outrhree pound of Copper is twentie foure pound Lead 
requiſite, bur is not co be pur all at once; then blow vntill the ſame do driue off and 
the Siluer remaineth,which take out ſuddenly,8&Cc. 
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Of the weight and fineſſe of «Moneyes and their 
ſenerall Standards. 


zC3T is now twentie yeares compleat ſince Thomas Lord Knywet, (it 
 && Richard Martin, and diners other Knights and Aldermen of the 
” citie of London, and M* 19hnWilliams his Majeſties Goldſmith, 
I\ and my ſelfe were in Commiſſion, to conſider of the Mint affaires 
—© of the Tower of London,and of the cauſes of the tranſportation of 
> ths monies of the realme, and of conuenient remedies to preuent 
> A theſame. The cauſes were obſerued tobe ſix,whereof the Weight 
was the firſt ; next the Fineſſe of our ſtandard; then the Valuat- 
on of monies, and therein the proportion betweene Gold and Siluer ; fourthly the 
abuſe of Exchange for monies by Bills, wherein all the former were included : for we 
Accordingto all did ſetdowne,that the difference of Weight, Fineſſe, Valuation,and Diſproporti- 
ourcertficate; on aforeſaid,were not of themſelues true cauſes of Exportation, if there were betwixt 
countries and country adue courſe holden in the Exchange of monie ; but that due 
courſe not being obſerued, then they might accidentally be cauſes. And this courſe 
was the cauſe of the ouerballancing of forreine commodities, increaſed by the immo- 
derate vſe of them, and negle to ſet the people on worke; ſo that the remedy was 
wholly found to conſiſt in reforming the abuſe of Exchange, whereof I haue bandled 

at large in the third part of this booke for Exchanges. ; | Sh 
Hereupon conferring the pound weight Troy of 1 2 ounces with the marke weight 
ofeight ounces, admitting one marke and a halfe for the ſaid pound, we Pan 
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ths Kihgi 40 Revime; ihe: Tioy 162h2hriof this. Realme,andithe Troy weight of Ouethetninel' | 


Fravee, Flandirs?'SHane lat DAI Ria: of vihbrRealmes ndcounttieswere of 
equall weight and {ize? for as much'as*Vther' Couttgries keope one fizeand weight; 
WheRas thie 69 weiphr6fBrnglaed ts Healer in eweryreſghit ennces,by balfea quar- 
tef Pati uNce,)ITr is anſiyered; thatthe/Merchantithmibrings th bulliondoth fofe ſg 
thitcÞ al the Exaulationis niade' what it was forovery hundrethweight both- tor 
SoRPAHd fikierjanditfollowefferbere: Whereforethisis one grearieauſerſine $5 lits 
t{&btlfion comes into the: tealine, atid* therefore it:pleaſe:the, King ro deviife fome 
phe Su that ould be edreſpondentireithe weighrob ocherreaimes; andeall irby 
ther namethinbythe oy weight” TREATY 203 OT Big tk obubil OO tTGD 
And it is thero thonghtmitet;that((oriiformativirol' Merchants and others) i Ka: 
lender ſhould/b&made an@publiſhed, roifhew /abs vronpwts > my weight, ounce, 
and pennie wel#ltis worth;thatthe truevaluation'of Gold and: Sitter may be thereby 
pefettly-knownewherby Merchants and other perfotis ſhou 1d give honour and praiſe 
To thSKing ard Hy Conncelt for Equitie and Tuſticeſhewed inthe Mint, '- © |: 

, There hath beene vſed from the beginning (in the Mint) both Troy and Tower 
wetght;cach'of? hall containing rwelie onnces inthe pound weight, ſauing that the 
Troy weight is lieauier by fixteene pennie weight —_u_ the pound weight :by which 
Troy weight the Merchants bought their gold and filuer abroad, and by thefame did 
delttier.ro the Kings Mint; Tecciuing ifi counterpeaze but Tower weight for Troy, 
which was the Princes Prerogatiue,gayning thereby full three quarters of an ounce in 
The Exchanges'of each poutid weight conterted into'imionies, befides the gaineof coi- 
we did rife toa great reuenue,making of thirtie pound weight Troyes,thirtie 
and two pound w&phe Towers; which'is how out of vic, and the Troy weight is only 
vied, containinig*twelue_ ounces, euery ounce twentte pennie weight,'enery pennie 

weight twenrie apd foure.graines, and etrety graine twehtie mites, euery mite twentie 
atd fotredroids5.cnerydroidttwentic petiods, euery period rwentie and foure blanks, 
alchough ſuperfluous (but in the diniffonoFrheſubtite aſſay) which in Scotland: are 
alldinided by twentie and foure, from the denier whercof they reckon twentie and 
foure to the pound*Troy, ſorwedtieand foure graines, Primes, Seconds, Thirds, and 
Fourths'all by twentie andfoure;And forthe markeand pound weight of othetcoun- 
tries I doreferre the Reader to' the fourth Thapter of Weights and Meaſures of the 
Are DIEGO MB UREe. YT ISOTONIC 50) 57 pL 
_ Concerning the pound.weight for fineſſe and allay,let vs note that theſe two make 
properly the pound'weight, as being diſtinguiſhed therein: forif it de one pound of 
fine ſiluer,it weigheth 12 qunces, and it is likewiſe 12 ounces fine ; but if there betwo 
ounces of Copper inthat pourid;then'is there but xo ounces of filuer,and fo called ten 
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ounces fine,and ſo if there b& teh ginces'1'& pennie weight of filuer,and ſocalled in fi. foci 


neſle, then is there'oge ounce foute pennieweight ineopper ; and fo for all other fineſ- 
 Thelike is for the Gold, whereof the ſaid pound is divided intotwelue ounces, or 
twentic and foure carrats,beitig rwo carrats for one ounce, and cuery carrat is dinided 

with v$ into foure graipes,and fineſſe accordingly. es PIES 
Froti this generall weight of rhe pound, is deriued the ſpeciall weight of the piece 
according tothe ſtandard, wherein(after that the commixture is made fot fineſſe) the 
pieces muſt concur ih value, and thereby is the ſpeciall weight knowne of the piece, 
whereby the moniegs cur their pieces, it being rhe dire&ion for the ſheire vnto them), 
which pieces they cutby theirweight defiuered them accordingly : and herein they 
aretovſegood and exadt fizing, to prevent rhe culling of. monies for the rtanſporter, 
orthe gold-ſmiths for melting them for rocomuert into plate. : 
SE eee Concerning 
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Concerning the. finefle afitliemonies of other Countries, with, their weight and 
numbet of-picces inthe Marke of eight ounces; (which Iibaue reduced-ro. the pound 
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Troy of twelue ounces)l haue here made a plainedeclaration as followeth,to infiru& 


all Merchants and-GoJd(tithy: therein, for-the'common; good ; obſerying thar ſome 
men(29gouer wilein Mint affairey): percetluing,the Marke.to be diuided-into 24 Car- 


- rats fot gold,and throne matkeand abalfeare taken to the pound of 12/Qunces; they 
"**** bauedonethe like {or fineſſe, and:frnaduifedly) termed [gold thirtie.and fix Ccartats 


fine,vhichis exorbitant of thegnerall abſeruation. -,_ _ be ater em: 
Touching the ſeuerall ſtangards of; manie in other; countries (as you may. ſee.by 
the contents of the ſaid declaration, whereby a man ſhall many times xeceiue coines 
of aboue twentie- ſtandards in one hundreth.pounds). it, is the onely fallacie in.Ex- 
change that canbe;whereby na Merchant. is,able to. knowwhether he. haue the true 
value of the ſum ta be paied hio:bur he-isgatrricd with the fireame of valuation and 
colleration of maney-to.goe currant, as inithe-next Chapter ſhall be declared zand all 
men commonly haue a regard to the great monies vied:in every countrie, making ac- 
count that other .ſanaller monies baue their true valuation thereafter. - - y 
As the P//ip Dollers of ten qunees fine,and 7 peecesto the Marke. 
The Holland: Datters of ninzounces fine,and 8 =peeces.in the Marke, 
The,Spaniſh-Royallof-r+ ounces foure pennie weight,and nine peeccs the Matke. 
The Gueldres and: Frizeland Dollers of ten ounces foure pennie weight, and 9 + 
eeces. F TO Hat MOR EY wa 
The Shillings of Zeland of fix ounces fine,and thirtie and eight peeces the Marke. 
The Golden Royall of twentie and three carrats 3 + graines fine, and fortic and fix 
peeces che Marke.: Dn bog iloeens tt: tha Ny 
t he Finch Crowne of tweatie and two carratsfine,and ſeuentie and two peeces in 
the-Marke.  --_ WRAET neil PT | 
: The golden Rider of the States of twentie and twocarrats,and twentieand foure in 
the Marke. FEA | 
The Albertins or Ducats of ,&lbertw of twentie and three carrats, 3 + graines fine, 
and being ſeuentie peeces in the Marke,ot thirtie and five double peeces. 
And their daily new coines which they make of ſeuerall ftanderds which requireth 
a vigilant cie : but we haue ſhunned induſtrie and labour, which is the cauſe that con- 
trarie to my firſt intention)I abreuiate ſome things. 


: 
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A Declarationofthe Coynes of Gold,concerning their fineſſe, and number of aagan in the pound 
weig ht of twelue ounces T roy, euery ounce containing twentie penne weight, and exery penny 
weig ht twentie and foure grains in weight, andin fineſſe twemic and fours Carrats,and euery 
Carrat foure grains,calculated for the forreine coyne vpon the markeweig ht of eight ounces, 
euery ounce twenty Engliſh,and every Engliſh thirtie and two aXes for the pound weight and 
zn fineſſe 24. Carrats and exery Carrat twelue graines cunnece(ſary fractions omitted. 


He imperiall Royall of gold alwaies accounted equall with the Engliſh Angell 
in fineſſe, and in weight but a little differing of twentie and three Carrats, three 
graines+, and (ixtie and nine pieces weighing twelue ounces Troy. * 90 
The halfe Royall is but1$ Carrats in Fnefſland 105 = pieces to the pound weight, 
The Carolue Guildren being = parts of it,bur fourteene carrats fine,and 126 pieces. 
The Roſe Noble of England twentie and three carrats 3 : graines fine,and 46 + pic- 
ces to the pound, 
Thedouble Royallof Auſtriaof twenty and three carrats 3+graines fine, and 24+ 
pieces to the pound. 
The Nobles of Holland, Ytrech and Ouerryſel twentie and three carrats, three 
graines, and forticand eight pieces. ee.” 
The Gold Guildren of 18 Carrats, three graines ſcarce in fineſſe, and I 12 5 Pieces. 
The halfe Noble or Hungarie Ducat,)twentie and three carrats,z 5 graines fine,and 
1135 pleces, : pen Teal Th 
- 
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;\ The:Biſhops Ducat fine twentic and three carrats 5, and to5 pieces ro the pound 
weight. | | 
; The Ducats of Icaly, Venice, Turkie, and Rome twentie and three carrats, three 
oraines,and 106- pieces : other Italian ducats, and the ducats of Guelders twentic 
and:tbreecarrats,0ne:griine,and 1065 pieces, ; | 
The Angell of England of Queene Z/izabeth twenticand three carrats, ; graines; 
and ſeucntietwo:;pieces. ; I! | 
| ban * wg the ſaid Queene, twentie and two carrats fine, and fixtie pieces 
to the pound. 
Theold Soueraignes of more weight, twentie and two carrats fine, and 54+ pieces: 
... Thehalfe Saueraigne fine but:twentie carrats, arid1i2o pieces to che pound. . 
- The Angell with: the O. is but 2 3 carrats fine,and 52 ſcarcerothe pound, _ 
The Arigellwith three Lions 22 carrot fine,and 76 pieces tothe pound weight, 
The halte Noble, withthe Lions and the Noble of Bridges 23 carrats and 885 


pieces! * © Mk EFTTerY OA 
\ (Thex.43drew Guilder fine eighteene carrats; three graines, and ove Fine, fome 
pleces 108. Rd. | | h ROS MOI LO et 
The Galiclmas Guildet fine eighteene Carrots, one graine, and to8 pieces to the 
ys TO TIRE ITAY WY nf in FER PEP I MOREINE 
The Gold Guilder of the States twenty cartots fire;and 1204 piectsto the pound; 
The Golden Fleece or Toyſon d'or 23 catrats three grathes 4 aid $1 = pieces. 
The'Philips Guitdren fine 15 carrats threegraines,and 111 pietestorthe pound. 
The [vannes, Guiildren fine fixteene carrats,And 109% pieces tothe pound. 
The Nobtesof Gqutitand Zealand twentie three carrats fine;and 54 pieces;.. 
The halfe Impetiall Crowne twentie twoearrats, 1 +grammes,and 1 07 4 pieves, 
The Herricus Noble of SOSne twentie three carrats 3 5 graines;and 5 3 4 pieces. 
| Theold Engliſh Crowne ſomewhat better than twentie twocarrats fine,and roo 5 
PS. yt... | 5 
The Heyry Noble of France twentie two carrats fine; and fiftiq one pieces to the 
pound. Cn TT ES 
The halfe Henry Noble fine twentie two cattats, 2 graines, and 108 pieces to the 
pound, | | ; I h ; | 
 TheFloret Crowne of France twenty three carrats, 3 graines,and 190 + plieces.. 
The Charles French Crowne twenty three carrats,z graines fine,and roo + pieces, 
TheFloret of France ſtanding twenty two carrats,and 100+ pieces fo the pound. 
The old Golden Lion of Flanders twentie three carrats; 3 graines, add 79+ pieces. 
The ducat of Caſtile twentie three carrats, 3 graines fine.and 79 & pieces likewiſe, 
The-Spaniſh ducat 23 carrats,two graines fine,and 195 pleces to che pound, 
The Holland ducat twentie three carrats,two grains fine,and 105 pieces likewile. 
The double ducatof Zealand twentic three catrats.= fine, and 52 = pieces to the 
pound. | LE | 
The ducats of Nauarre, Majorca, and others twenty three carrats, one graifie, and 
52-5 PlCces, | 
The Spaniſh Piſtolers twentie two carrats fine,and 198 pieces tothe pound; 
The Milreys ducat of Portugall twenty two carrats,one grain fine, and fortie eight 
picces to the pound. | mp v 
The Contrefair Milreys is but twenty onecarrat fiuc,atid likewiſe 48 pieces. 
W. Emanxelducat of Portugall twentie three carrats, 3 graines, and 105 pieces to 
the pound. &4 
The Emanuel great Cruſate of Portugall twenty three Carrats, three graines, and 
10+ pieces. & | 
' The 7oannes great Cruſate is but twenty two catrats, three graines fine, and 10 
pleces. | | ; RSLs TIE 
Theducat,with the ſhort Croſſe of Portagall twenty two carrats,three graines, and 
105 pleccs, | ts t 
| The 
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"The ducat; with the Jadgy Cioffe twerity two carrats, one graine fine,and- likewiſe 
105 pieces. 


” The ducatwi th the lotig Croſle of Barenborkh -Nineteene + camarsfineſhnd tos 
Re 72 on) 13 DG ect; 
The Piſtolets of Iraly twenty two carrats, and ſome eventie © "ONE 'CArrar x =graltieg 


and'f$8 pieces.''-- SHOT ICT 


The Flemiſh Ryder twenty three carrats,3 grains fine, aid 5 105; pieces to:thepound; 
*27The Ghild&rs and Vriſland Ryders, of the yeare 1583 fine, twenty Berg and 


108 DICCes,. moe 9:11.69 


The Ryder of Burgandietwenty three carrats < fine, and 105-pieces to che pound, 
The Eriplih S$alur and the halfe,twenry three carrats, three grains,and 16gpicces. 
The Sehuytken' Or SHI of ahwarpont twentic two Carrats, TINO finc;ah 12095 


piccts. FH + Kot 


Ok. TP. 
A 


Ip pers of Guildery" Te Of fourteene carrats "BY and. 1 14 Ls to ins pound. 


The Ryderof Deventer EE Swoll twelue carrats; three RE ape 1 14 


pieces. 


0f Trieri is 7 earrats, 2 -” © dn eat 


Dauid ok Jory Vrrecht, x6.carraty fine—oand 114 picces to. he pondyeighr 


the Lame carrats fine— _ CONSE 


The Peer of Louxine of 15 carrats fine;and likewiſe x I4 picees to the paund. 

The Clemmerpailder ofit;; carrats fineand 114 pieces. | /' 3 i 
The-Freder:qhr df Beyeren guilder fourteene carrats, and 117: pieces: to the ponnd, 
The. Urabitperguitde rwehe carrats fine,and 138 picces to the pound.,}i« i off" 
es PREIOIT pct ri2Tarrats IT 136% FR to _ pound. x 27 


ff b 


F ol Horne — -] 104 Carats — — Ao 881 - 
.: Af Guliers———| 9 Carrats 3 graines " and_156 pic- 
The Poſtulars, 4 Of Cleue — > 9 Carrats *praitiesC ces to the Rnd: 


$5 BE $i OO} Of Fran. Friar—— 9g Carrats —  —— 
tOfthe Dog and Cat 12+ Carrat fine, and 136+ piece. 


The nine Stiuers picces' of Batenbourg and Frize,ſeuen carrats;one graineand 176 


pieces, 


The Gulielmas ducat of Batenbourgh twentie one Carats, three gooinen, and 524 - 


pleces. 


The other ducat of Srephanus,but nineteen carrats + graines, -and 524 pieces.. 
The ducatof Nimeghben with Stephen,twenty one carrats. One grain and 52 =pleces. 
The new ducats of Saint Vidor Pancratius,V itt. .Batenbourgh, 77:8. Margaret Toren, 


Petrus Rechem,Gtorge Rechers, » (yEnty one carrats,three graines,and 106 plCCES, 


Theducats viorH.Z.—) 20 : Carrats fine? 
Warer ducats and the : 20+ Carrats fine 


s 
Marie of Batenborgh— 2 0 Carrats fine 
Ducat with the Checker >20 Carrats fine >Andall 106% © pieces to the pound, 
Ducat of Denmarke— | 20 Carrats fine} 
Pancratizs Alleb.H,.— | 19 Carrats fine 
- Ofwaldducat Cuſa Jig9< - Carrats fine, 


The Ducat of Nimmeghen 15 65 fine, 18 carrats, two graines, and 108 pieces. 


"Of Thoron-22 Carrats 1+ graines? 
Of Horne—32 Carrats 1 + graines 
2 Of Batenb.-21 Carrats 3 graines > 

|Of Viana —18 Carrats 3 Tenee| 
(OfH.M—17 Carats —— j 


New angells coy- 


And all 72 pieces to Ne 
ned heretofore —» : 


poung. 
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The Scors Piſtoler nineteen carrats,two grains = fine,and 108 pieces tothe pound. 
The Ryder with the Loaues fine 10 - carrats, and x 14 pieces to the pound, 
The Piſtolets, Dilege and Legion, fine, 81 carrats, and 108 pieces to the pound, 
The ducats Ferdinand of Batenborgh 19 + carrats,and 106+ pleces to the pound. 
The ducats Ferdinand and Carolus of Horne eighteene carrats, and 1064 pieces to 
the pound. | 
The double ducat of CAlbertus of A4uſtriatwentie three carrats, three graines fine, 
2 —pleces, 
: The ſingle ducat of C1bertar of Auſtria twenty three carrats, three graines, and 
$+-pteces, 
s The doudle third parts of the ſaid double ducats twenty three carrats, three grains, 
and 70 = pieces, u | 
The ſingle third part of the ſaid ducat twenty three carrars, three graines, and 126 
pleces to the pound, 
The Vaite piece, called 74cobe of England twentie two carrats, and thittie ſix pie- 
ces to the pound, 
The Ryder of the vnited Low Prouinces alſo twenty two carrats, and 36 pieces to 
the pound, 
The halfe 7acobx4 and Ryders accordingly in fineſſe and pieces. 
The ducars of the Eſtates of the vnited Prouinces,with the Letters, 2 2 carrats, and 
105 PIeCesS. OY, SO ew DR 
The new twenty ſhilling peeces of England 2 2 cartats fine,and 39+ peeces. 
The halfe and fourth part of it accordingly. 
on _ piece of the Croſſe Daggers twentie two carrats fine, and 72 pieces to 
tne pound, | | 
The Scots Riderof 22 carrats,and ſome of the fineſſe of the Scots Piſtoler. 


Note that here are ſet downe many Species or Pieces of gold, which are little or 
none at all ro be found : And although ſome are found in great quantity ; yet are they 
not made currant in the vnited Prouinces,by their laſt valuation of the one and twen- 
tieth day of Iuly, 1622 hereafter declared. The like is in the reconciled Prouinces 
vnder the Arch-Durches 1ſabel/a Clara Eugenia of Auſtria, as alſo in. Germany : ſo that 
the generall knowledge of them all, may giue to cuery man better ſatisfa&tion. And 
the like muſt be vnderſtood of the Siluer Coynes of all Countries hereafter declared, 
with ſome addition of meere Copper Coynes. And whereas the Stiuer is the funda- 
mentall Coyne,whereof twentie make the Guilder, it is tobe obſerued, That fixteene 
Copper pence are reckoned in Holland and thoſe vnited Prouinces for one Stiuer, 
and ſo is the ſaid Stiuer two Groats Flemmiſh, called halfe Stivers, every halfe Sti- 
uereight pence Hollands : alſo twentie fourc Mites is a Stiuer in the other Coun- 
tries, &c, OR 


A Declaration of the Coynes of Silger, concerning their Fueſſe, and aumber of pieces in the 
pound weight of twelue ounces Troy, enery ounce weighing twentie penny weight, and enery 
pennie weight iwentie and foure graines,and containing likewiſe in fineſſe twelue ounces ,euery 
ounce twentie penny weie ht and exery pennie weight twentie and foure graines ; calculated for 
the forreine coyne vpon the marke weight of eight ounces, every ounce twentie penny weight, 
andcucry penny weizht twentie and fonre graines in weight,and likewiſe in fineſſe twelge oun« 
ces twenty penny weight, and twenty foure zraines, vuneceſſary fractions omitted, as neere as 
conneniently could be computated,e*c, 


He 7?hiljp Doller tefine ounces fine, and 10+ pieces to the pound weight. The 

4 halfe,the fourth, the fifth,and tenth part accordingly,that is to fay,all of ten oun- 
ces fine,and pieces 214, 425, 53+, and 107+ tothe pound. 

| The 20 part of the ſaid Doller five ounces fine,and 107 = pieces to the pound, 

the 40 partofthe ſaid Doller,fiue onnces fine,and 2 x 4+pleces to the pound, - 

| 6 
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The Carolus Guelderne or = of the ſaid Doller, ten ounces fine, and 16 =, pieces, * 
The old foure Styuers piece with the Eagle, Charles and Philip, ſenen ounces, 7 
penny fine,and fixtie pieces. 
The old double Styuer ſeuenounces,7-: penny weight in fineſſe, and 120 pieces. 
The old three Styners piece, eleuen ounces, three penny weight, eighteene oraines 
five,and 120 piccesto the pound. | 
The filuer Fleece ot three Styuers,ten ounces, ten pentiy weight, and 108 pleces. 
The three groot or Deniers fine, five ounces, ten penny weight, and 117 = pieces. 
The old Styuer of three ounces, 14 penny weight, foure graines, and 120 pieces. 
The new Stiuer following,three ounces, thirteene penny weight, eight graines, and 
120 PICCes. | 
The 17 Duyts,ten ounces, ten penny weight fine,and 147 pieces. 
 Thehalfe Styuer,three ounces,ten penny weight,and 201 pieces to the pound. - 
The quarter Styuer Oort,one ounce, 17+ penny weight,and 158 pieces. 
The eighr part Stiver Duyt fine,one ounce, fourteen penny weight, and 474 pieces. 
The Hollands penny fine, x9 penny weight,and 518 pieces. 
The Styuer of the States V nited,4 ounces fine,and 168 pieces. 
The Styuer of Vtrecht,three ounces fine,and 167 pieces, 
The nine Duyts penny of Charles and Philip,foure ounces, foureteene penny weight, 
129 pieces, 
The halfe Ruyters blacke, foure ounces, fourtcene penny weight, and 25 6 pieces, 
The Brafſe penny and the halfe,foure ounces, ten penny weight, and 1 20 pieces. 
The Spaniſh Ryalls fine,eleuen ounces, 3 + penny weight,and 108 pieces. 
The Saluator and Royal of Venice,cleuen ounces,ten penny weight,and 96 pieces, 
Thelralian Ryalls of nine ounces ſeuenteene penny,and nine ounces 14 penny,and - 
nine ounces eleuen penny,pieces Io8, | 
The courſe Romiſh Ryalls of ſeuen ounces fine,and 108 pieces, 
The eleuen Duyrs of Charles Limb. foure ounces, fifteene penny weight, and 126 
. pieces. | | 
The x1 Duyts of Holland, fix ounces ſcarce,and 144 pieces. 
The halfe Ruyters blanke of Holland, ounces fine,and 144 pieces. 
' The five Groot of Flanders,and double Saffenars,ten ounces, 64 penny, and 146+ 
teces. 
: The 5 Grootof Gaunt, 5 ounces, 13 penny weight,and 145 pieces. 
The 17 Duyts of Ledowck, Liege, Philip, Guelders, Charles, Limborgh, Philip of 
Flanders,two ſtanding Lyons,nine ounces + fine,and 145 pieces. 
The 17 Duyrs of Sluce,g ounces,5 penny weight,and 148 pieces. 
The double Vieryſers fine, foure ounces, ten penny weight, and 138 pieces to the 
ound. __ T 
6 The Snaphanen coyned for three Batts, ſeuen ounces, 7+ penny weight, and 35+ 
pleces. | 
The Creuciat of 1.x of Cleaue, eight ounces, ſeuen penny weight fine, and 39+ 
Pieces. 
The five Styver piece of Liege,7 ounces,cleuen penny weight fine,and 48 pieces. 
The five Sryuer piece of Gueldres,eight ounces, i - penny weight, and 48 pieces, 
The Snaphane of Nimegen, Deuenter, and Cleaue, {cuen ounces, eleven penme 
weight,and 48 pieces, 
The Shilling X. E.and five Groots of Ph;{;p of Flanders,cleuen ounces, three penny 
 and135 pieces. | | ; 
The other five Grootct Philip of Flanders, tenne ounces, fourteene penny weight, 
foure graines,and 135 pieces. 
The five Styuer of Cambray, Liege, Horne, fix ounces, 6 - penny weight, 48 and 
5T pieces, | 
The Shillings of Gueldres,Vtrecht,Freeſe, and Zealand, x 5 86 fine fix ounces, and 
57 pleces. | Ce Th 
The 


Lex Mercatorias 


Cr II 


The Shillings of Bridges,15 82 fine, five ounces,and 57 peeces to the pound. © 
The Sbilling of Gant, 15 83 fine,ſenenounces, ſeuen penny weight,and 54 peeces. 
The Styuer of Gant, 1583 fine,three ounces,and 175+peeces, | 
The Styuers of Groeninghen, Cambray, and Liege, fine three ounces, five pennie 
weight,and 135 peeces. 

The eleuen duyts of Philip and cMariegleuen ounces, 3 -pennic fine,and 270 pee- 
CES. 

The peecesof 5 < Groot of 1520, and Ma.Flandres nine ounces, foutteene pennie 
weight,and 120 pecces, 

Dolletrs. 


The doller of the States nine ounces fine,and 12 2- peeces to the pound weight. 

The Hollandts Doller nine ounces fine, and 13 =peeces tothe pound. 

'The Dollers of Gueldresand VYtrechtnine ounces fine, and fifreene peeces tothe 
pound, 

The Dollers of Zatphen and Gueldres, 1586 fine, tenne ounces, foure penny, and 
13> PEECes, | 

The Hollandrs Doller with the Crown eight ounces,and 13 < peeces. 

The Rickx Doller Oncia eleuen ounces, flue penny weight,and x 2 & peeces. : 

The other ſorts of Rickx Dollers of eluen ounces, and eleuen ounces three pennie, 
and 12 = peeces. 


The Poland Doller | 

The Bohemia, Ne.Op.7, fine ſeuen ounces, fifteene pennie weight, and 13 

The Batenborgh Dol, & peeces. 

The Bommell Dollec. BY 

The Poliſh Guelder of ſixty Creutzer, eleuen ounces, 3 Epenny fine, and fifteene 
PECCECS. E « 4 

The Dollersof Briſgau, Tremone ten ounces, fifteen penny weight fine,and fifrcene 
PrEEces. 


The Dollers of Luneborgh ten ounces, fixteene penny, < fine, and fiftcene peeces. 

The Baſell ſ{ixtie Creutzer,Reynsborch,and Iſmenſen ten ounces, 13+ pennie, and 
fifteene peeces. 

The Doller of Riga ten ounces, 2 +penny weight,and 13 <peeces. 

Teaſtons, 

Of Matitua, Franc ——————) 

Of Ferrara, Hercules and Alphonſus | 

Of Berne, Yincent————| 

Of Ottomanus Bertie ————— 

Of Lucerne, Epiſtoppr ———— rr Sd E 

Of Milan, Lodovicu—— fineeleuen ounces {penny weight,and 4 5 

Of Milan, Galeacim ——- EIT peeces, 

Of Friborgh, Nicolar ————— 

Of Sedun, N:col.dan Adrian —— 

Of Solod, Yr/z | 

Of Sauoye,Carol  —— ——— | 

Of Caftile ——————— 
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_ Teaſtons. 
Of Ong _ "bo ; ten ounces, ſeuen pennie weight fine, and forty and two 
OfLorayne a#.1524.& 2 I peeces tothe pound, 


Of Spaine Ferdinand ? 
Of Nauarre, 41m 

Of Baden,Chriſoftome >tenounces,lo, = penny weight fine,and 39 peeces, 
Of Sauoy,Carolas ye OW 
Ot Nauarte,Henricus, 3: 
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Of Monſerat, George and &viU.. po ounces, 4 > peanie weight fine, and 4 2 
Of Geneua, — Z PeECcces. | | 


The Quarter Crownes. 
Of Fraunce 4 Eſcu of tenounces,6= penny fine, 


Of Lorayne fine nine ounces,s > penny weight, g and 39 peeces tothe pound. 
Of Sauoy Philipten ounces, 16 5 penny weight, 


— TR 
ctw —_— * 


The Rickx Doller of late 4wno 1567 fine tenounces,r2,13,and 14 penny fine, and 
12 -peeces. | 

The peece of Cambray = of a Doller ſixe ounces, ten penny weight, and 12 3 
PCECECES., ; 


The 38 Guſtaueof Liege ten ounces, foure penny weight ſcarce, and peeces,r2 +. 


The Chriſtopher Doller, 45 X 
The Dolle: Clie Sweken $7* © ounces fine,and x25 peeces, 


The Angellof Scrickelborgh ten ounces,7 + penny weight, and 78 + peeces, 

The tenne Creurtzers of Salsborgh, Rauenborgh, Friſe, and Saxony cight ounces? 
ſeuen penny,and 64+ peeces. 

The three Carolw of Frankford, Campidona, Reynsborch, Patauia,Erneſtus, Otin- 
g15,Carolws and Salsborgh nine ounces fine,and 78% peeces. ' 

The ſix Creutzer of Insborgh 10 + ounces fine, and 124+peeces. 


The Groſſe of Salsborgh foure ounces, 12 5 penny weight,and 39 peeces, 


Batſen of foure Creutzers, 

Of Fribourgh, Colmograue, 

Raynsbourgh, Taunte x . TT OE 
Colt 2520, Roy, ab F fine, fiveounces,ſeuen penny weight,and 109 4 Peeces. 
Schafhbuy ſen, Bauiere, 

Brandebourgh,Orringe, 


The Ausb.Saxon groſſe, and Coniugſteyn five ounces, ſeuen penny fine, and 108 
peeces, 


The Curienſis groſſe, Kempton, Baſſau,and Briſae, five ounces, {euen pence,and1o6 
= PEECES, 


Ot Noiling, Ambaſſ, Markegraue,Gcorge and VWormeſer, foure ounces,i2 =penny, 
and 94 <pecces. | 

The Grofle of Salsbourgh,s ounces 2 + penny weight,and 118=peeces, 

The Grofle of Viena,fix ounces, foure penny weight,and 13 2 peeces. | 

Of Ausbourgh and Reynsbourgh, 6 ounces 4 + penny fine,and 1 55 peeces, 


Of Carinthia, Tauen,Baſell, Shaf- huyſen, Campido and Briſgraue, fix ounces, and 
I 18 Peeces. 


Nummi dragme,fix ounces fine,and 140 peeces. 
Nummi dragme,fix ounces,2 = penny fine.and 118+ peeces. . 
The Gulielmus of Turinghia ſix ounces, fifteene pennie weight, and 129 peeces. 
The Bohemia Senube and the halfe,s5 ounces, ſeuen penny fine,and 1 29 pecces. 
The 1 + ſilver Groſſe, three ounces,7 = penny weighr,and 87 peeces. 
The Kemptor,+ Barts, foure ounces, 12 = penny weight, i 92 = peeces. 
The Munichen - Batts,foure ounces, 12 = penny fine,and 186 peeces. 
The Gul:elmus Lyon peece, two ounces, flue penny weight fine, and 150,and 179 
eeces, 
: Peeces of twelue Creutzers, 8 ounces,” < penny weight,and 61 =peeces tothe #. 
Of Viena and Bauiere of twelue Creutzers, eight ounces, 7 > penny fine, and 57 
peeces, 


Of x2 Creurzers,to ounces, 10 penny weight fine,and 61 5 peeces. 


Ot 
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Of fix Creutzers,ten ounces,ten penny weight fine,and 123 peeces. 
Of three Creutzers, flue ounces,ten penny fine,and 136= peeces 
Of ſix Creutzers of Viena,eight ounces,” + penny fine,tnd 1 14 peeces, 
Of three Creurzers of Viena, 4 ounces,8 = penny weight fine,and 129 peeces; 
Of three Creutzers of Bauiere, foure ounces,cight penny weight,and 375 pecces; 
Of Ausburgh and Vime Creutzers,5 ounces,5 penny weight,and peeces, z 84. 
Albi of Coloigne, Menrz and Trier,s ounces fine,and 345,179, and 342 peeces; 
Albi af Norenbourgh, Frankford, Bambourgh,and Palatine Rhene, foure ounces; 
eighteen penny,and 273 peeces. RE EE 
Bohemia white penny, fiue ounces, ſeuen penny weight fine,and 924 peeces. 
Bohemia blacke penny,two ounces, 13 - peniy fine, and 990 peeces: 
Dupli Maui, = of Guliclmus T aringhie, two ounces,fifteene penny weight, and 440 
peeces, £4 
Simpli dupli of fiue ounces, ten penny weight, and 882 peeces. | 
The—of one filuer groſle, or duodena,three ounces, 3 = penny weight, and 874 5 
peeces, I 
Duplus of twoounces fine,and 324 peeces tothe pound. 
The fixe grofſe of Polonia,fixe ounces fine,and 13 + peeces tothe pound, 
The $S:giſmond of Pruſſia. i 534.10 ounces, cleuen penny weight fine and 69 peeces. 
The other with the Armes of Danſicke, to ounces, + penny fine,and 69 peeces. 
The S:giſmond 1532, and 1535, but 10 ounces, foure penny weight fine, and 69 
PeEeces. : 
The ouregrofſe penny,cight ounces fine,and $1 peeces, 
The three grofle Pruſſia alb. ro ounces, 10 4 penny fine,and 138 peeces, | 
The ſameof Melicin, 1340, of 10 ounces foure pennie, and 10 penny fine, and 
I 38 peeces. | Hi 
Thegrofle of Prague,nine ounces, r 2 = pentiy fitie,and 180 peeces. 
The Ferdinand of Danſicke,s ounces fine,and 180 peeces. be 
The Wersbourgh ſoli of Dans and Pruſſia,5 ounces, 6+ penny, and 157 + peecess 
The two Croſſes and Har,foure ounces fine,and 189 peeces.. 


The Bre 1499, the Key and Ioan,three ſtiuers, tenounces, foure penny fine,and 156 


peeces. 
Theeight ſhilling of Danſicke 15 41 fine, ro ounces,r 2 penny,and 156 peeces, 


The Deghen of Ruſſia, Muſcouia, andde Narde, 11 ounces, 13 petny weight, and 


545< peeces of Dengen, Pt | ; | 
"The marke ſkicke of Lubeck, Lady ary tefi ounces 164 penny, and twenty ſeuen 

PEECES, 

The three armes of Magenbourgh,s ounces 8 = penny,and 27 peeces: 

The other peece of eleuenounces, 3 = penny penny weight, and 5 x peeces. 

The Franks of France, three roone Crowne, 10 ounces fine,and 26 =peeces, 

The Turones of France,10 ounces, 18 penny weighr, and 264 veeces, = 

The French two Soulz,and foure Soulz, fix onnces,s = penny fine,and 117 peeccss 

The double Hand of one Soulz, 3 ounces, 15 penny fine, and x 3 2 peeces. 

Theold Soulz with ,foure ounces,5 penny weight fine,and 175 peeces: 

The ordinary French Soulz,z ounces, to penny fine, and 147 peeces, 

The late French Soulz,z ounces 6+ penny fine,and 147 peEces, 

The Lyarts of Franc H.three ounces fine Scarce. | 

ThePettie denier, Pa. and Perttie denier, Tor, ohe ounce+< and 270, and 537 = 
PEEeCces; | 

Petty Maille were ounce fine,and 450 peeces,and now all Copper. eg 

The ſhilling of England of Queen El:zaeth elenen ounces, two penny fine,and 65 
Peeces. pions 

The Engliſh groats,eleuen ounces, two penny weight,and 1 29 peeces. 

The Engliſh (hilling of late. 11 ounces fine,and 62 peeces tothe pound, 

The peece of nine pence,called filuer Harp, x ounces fige,and 82 peeccFs 
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The Baſe Iriſh Harp, 3 ounces fine,and 82 peeces. 

The old Harp nine ounces, 6 penny weight fine,and 102 peeces. 

The King Henry baſe groat, foure ounces,two penny weight fine, and peeces, 
The Engliſh ſix pence or halfe ſhilling,eleuen ounces fine,and 124 peeces. 

The penny, two pence,and halfe penny accordingly, 

The three Ryall peeces of Alberts of Auſiria,tenounces, 15 penny fine, and fortie 


Peeces, 


The ſingle Ryalls,the halfe,and the fourth parts accordingly. 
The double Guilder of Albertzs, ten ounces,t5 penny weight,and 14- peeces. 
The ſingle Guilder,the halfe 8 quarters of the (ame fineſle,8 peeces accordingly. 
The peeces of foure,two,and one Stiuer fince 1590. ' 
The peeccs of eight Ryalls of Spaine, of 11 ounces, foure penny weight,and 13 4 
CCces. 
. The ſaid peeces made at Mexico in the Indies, x ounces fine,and 13 = peeces, 
The Lyon Doller of the Prince of Orange,of 9 onnces fine,and 13 peeces. 
The filuex Ryder of Guilders and Frize-land, correſpondent with the States Dol- 


The Dollers of Guelders and Vtrecht, ten ounces, ten and 12 penny fine, and thir- 
teen pecces. 

The great filuerRoyall of the States correſpondent with the Ph;/;p Doller, 

The — part of the taid great Royall,with the Arrowes accordingly. 

' The Doller of Zealand, with the Eagles of nine ounces fine.and 13 & peeces. 
The Zaward Doller of England, of eleuen ounces two penny weight fine, and 11 = 
PEECES.. - - ao; > 5 : 

The Doller of Scotland with the croſſe Daggers, x  ounces,two penny weight fine 
and 11+ ounces. 

The Marke of Scotland 11 ounces two penny weight fine,and 5 4 pecces. 

The Doller of Frize-land coyned 1601,0f nine ounces fine, and 13 5 peeces. - 


Coynes made of meere Copper. 


T He Ortgens,whereof foure make one Styuer,and two the halfe Styuer. 

The Duyrs alſo foure make one Styuer. 

The Negenmannekens,the eight makea Stiuer, and foure the halfe Stiuer. 

The three Mites,whereof cight peeces to the Stiuer is 24 Mites. 

The 16 pence Hollandts make one Stiuer,and 8 the halfe Stiuer. 

For other Copper Moneys,read the fifth precedent Chapter of Moneys. : 

So I doconclude this Chapter,wirhan error committed in the making of the ſtati- 
dard Triall Peeces,vſed in moſt Kingdomes and States tocharge the Mint-maſters to 
make the Moneys by ; wherin they do not proceed according to the rule of Arithma- 
tike,by obſeraing true weight and fineſſe. For if it be appointed to make a Standard 
peece of tenneounces fine, they will take certaine ounces of fine Siluer and Copper 
proportionable thereunto,and melt them together, and being made intoa place of Sil- 
uer, divide it into 3 equal parts to bedeliuered,one tothe K.another to the Warden, 
and the third to the Mint-mafter ; and hereof are Afayes made both of this piece and 
the moneyes, and ſo compared together, As if aman ſhould take eleuen ounces, two 
penny weight of fine Siluer, and eighteene penny weight of Copper, both inweight 
and melt them together,making twelue ounces by weight, 8 neuer weigh them after 
they be commixed: But ſay this is Sterling Standard,whereas the weight both of the 
one & of the other doth proportionat the ſtandard by weight, for in regard of the waſt 
of Copper,this is better than Standard,and ought tobe made exactly:ſo that the pec- 
cesalſoare tobe correſpondent tothe pound weight, for the foundation riſeth from 
hence,as inthe following Chapter appearcth, gee 
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Of the Valuation of Moneys, and the Proportion be- 
tweene Gold and Silner. 


*_S7 | Alvation of Moneys is the Spirit which giueth life vnto coynes, for 
without it, weight & fineſſe arein the nature of Bullion or Materials. 
This valuation is two told:the firſt is done by publike authority of 

Princes and States, whereby the peeces of coynes are eſteemed ar a 

pricecertaine, both for Gold and S1luer to go currant for that value 

: within their kingdomes and dominions : the fecond,is the Valuation 

of Merchants by way of Exchange betweene vs and other nations, which is predomi- 

nant and overruleth the former,as before hath been touched, and now will be proved. 

The Kings or Princes valuation is effeRed three maniner of waies z x7, by inhaun- 

Cing the price of the coine, by Proclamation;ſecondly,by rn the ſtandard of 

money by allay;and thirdly,by altering the proportion between Gold and Siluer; 
The Merchants Valuation is alſoeffeced three manner of wates;v/7.,by the price of 

Exchange tor moneys riſing and falling from time to time; by the tolleration of the 

coynes at a higher rate betweene them ; and by the combinarion with Mint-maſters, 

inhanceing the price of the Marke of Goldand Siluer.Of all theſe in order briefly. 

The Kings Valuation is derived or drawne from the very peece or peeces made out 

of the pound weight of twelue ounces, or rhe marke of eight ounces, which the Ro- 
mans did call Nammus 4 numerando,to tell or reckon by.: The Saxons gaue it the name 
Pfemimg,Pennimick in Dutch,from whence the word penny is derived:for they cutting 
twenty peeces out of the pound Troy of twelue ounces, made twenty pence euery way, 
that is to ſay, twenty pence in weight, twenty pence invalue, and conſequently diui- 
ding the fineſſe alſo by twenty penny weight, and euery penny weight in twenty and 
foure graines, which was the auntient ſterling ſtandard of O5b7i2ht rhe Saxon'Kin 
ſeuen hundreth yeres paſt:which Valuation fo continued vnrill King Edward the third, 
and vntill Henry the fixth,and then was valued at thirty pence the faid ounce,and con- 
tinued vnrill Edward the fourth, and then valued at forty pence,and ſo continued vntill 
King Henry the eight, and then was valued at forty five pence,and fo continued vnrill 
Queene Elizabeth, who (aiter the decry of the baſe money madeby King Edward the 
ſixth, which King Henry his father had cauſed to be coyned) did reſtore the ſterling 
ſtandard to her great benefit, by valuing the ſaid ounce at fixty peice, or 5 f, inhaun- 
cing the {ame one full third part , ſo that one of thoſe pence became three pence by 
valuation : and Gold was raiſed according to the proportion of eleven of fine Siluer 
toone of fine Gold or elcuen of ſtandard Siluer,to one of Crown Gold, which valu- 
ation of Siluer hath continued hitherto with little alteration. 

But beyond the ſeas, there hath beene great inhauncing,both for the coynes of Sil- 
ver and Gold,as well in France as in the Low-countries,and Grmany, to Englands in- 
credible loffe, as is at large declared in our * Treatſe of Exchange. This (daily) in- 
hauncing beyond the ſeas begin in the time of K. Hexry the eighr,who went aboutto 
reforme the ſame: but afterwards finding if he ſhould inhaunce his price of moneyes, 
likewiſe they would ſtill aduance theirs moreand more,he began bur moderately;and 
whereas the Angell Noble (fo called) was at ſix ſhillings eight pence, he cauſed the 
lame to be valued at ſeuen ſhillings and foure pence, by a Proclamation in the eigh- 
teenth yeare of his raigne, and within two moneths after, at ſeuen ſhillings ſix af 
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and withall he did write vnto other Princes concerning the ſame, and Commiſſioners 
came Ouer about it, but all was invaine z whereupon he gaue anabſolute authoritie to 
Cardinall Wolſey by letters patents as followeth. 


ENRIE the eight, by the grace of God,King of England and of France,defendoy of thee 
Hen Lord of Irelaudto the moſt reuerend Father in God, our moſt truſty and moſt en- 
tirely beloned Councellor, the Lord Thomas,Carad:natlof Norke, Archbiſhop, Legat de Lecet- 
ſter of the See Apoſtolicke, Primat of England,aud our Chauncellor of the ſume,greeting , For 
| as much as comes of moneys,as well of Gold as of S1luer, be of late daies raiſed and inhaunced 
Franciathe 60thinthe Realme of France, as allo 1n the Emperours Low=countries, andin other parts, unto 
em Rings higher prices than the very poi} weight, and fineſſe and valuation of the ſame, and otherwiſe 

- fitth Emperors than they were accuſtomed to be currant , by meanes whereof, the money of this our Realme is 

Aaily,and of a long ſeaſon hath beene,by ſundry perſons (as well our ſubjetts as ſtrangers, for their 

particular gainc andlucre) conneyed out of thu Realme into the parts beyond the ſeas, andſo i 
likely to continue more and more, to the great hinderance of the generality of Our ſubjects and 
people,and to the no littl: impouerifhing of our ſaid Realme, if the ſame be not ſpeedily remedied 
and foreſecne, We, after long debating of the matter with you and ſundry other of Our Conncell, 
and after rem(fion made onto outward Princes. for reformation thereof. finding finally noman. 

ner of remedy to be had at ther hands hane by mature deliberation determined,T hat Onr coynes 
and moneys (aswell of Gold as of Siler ) ſhall be by our Officers of our Mint from henceforth 
wade at ſuch fin:ſſe, lay. ftandard aud value as may be equinalent correſpondent and agreeable to 
therates of the valuation :nhaunced and raiſed moutward parts,as ts afore ſpecificd:Wherenpon 
Fee haue ginen commandenent by Our other Letters under Onr greas Seale , to the : Maſter, 
Warden, Comptroller, ardother Officers of Our ſaid «Mint, and to encry of them to ſee this Our 

determination put in execution of the ſaid coynes by Proclamation or any gle as in the Print, 
coyne ſt: ocke of the ſame. Wherefore by theſe Preſents Wee will and authoriſe youto proceed 
7t only from trme to time, when you ſhall ſeem conneniently by aduice of ſuch other Our Conncelt 
45 you ſhall thinke good, to the limitation, deſcription, and deniſing, how and aftcr what manner 
and forme Our ſaideoynes and moneys may be broug ht wnto therates and values fineſſe lay flan- 
dard, and print thought by you and them ta be requ: fite, but alſo to appoint Our ſaia Officers of 
Onr Mint dutly to follow, execute, obey, and fulfill the ſame in enery point kph; > In which 
&0mg theſe Our Letters ynder Onr great Seal ſhall be your ſufficient warrant andaiſcharge,any 
act, Statute Ordinanceor Law or 6ther thing whatſoeuer it be to the contrarie votwithſtarding, 
Tawitneſſ: whereof We haue cauſed theſe preſents to be ſealed with Onr great Scale,ut Weſtmine« 


fer the 2.3 day of Tuly inthe eighteenth geare of Our raigne,&7c, 


Grafions Chronicle doth record, that all was tono purpoſe, for the inhancing mighe 
' On both ſides have run a4 infinitum, Afterward in the two andtwentie yerc of his raign, 
fiading that Merchants did tranſport ſtil che moneys,or made them ouer by exchange 
$taruteof im and made no imployment vpon the commodities of the Realme , he cauſed a Procla- 
| ployment® mation to be made according to an old ſtatute 14 Richard 24, That no perſon thould 
make any exchange contrarie to the true meaning rbereof, vpon paine to be taken the 

Kings mortall enemy,and to forfeit all thathe mi;zht forfeir, 
Hereupon it fell our, that lawlefſe neceſſity did run to the other extreame of imba- 
ſing the moneys by allay,whereby all things came tobe outof order. For baſe money 
Baſe moneyes, Maketh eucry thing deare, and ouerchroweth the courſe of Exchange betweene Mer. 
chants, and cauſeth much counterfeit money to be madeto buy the commodiries of 
theRealme,and todeſtroy the good moneys, like vnto the 7 leaneKine of Pharaoh that 
deuoured the ſeuen fat Kine ina ſhort time:as appeared of late within the Realme of 
Ireland, which is more daungerous in thoſe Kingdomes where their monies are of a 
Tommotions Tich ſtandard whereby many commotions happen,as in France during the raign Of Phs- 
about bale [ip le Bell, And Peter the fourth King of Aragon,did for this cauſe confiſcat the Iilands 
T_T of Majorca and Minorca,now Kingdomes in the Mediterranean ſca,wbercas the polt- 
cieof thoſe nations which do vſe ſeueral ſtandards of moneys,doth preuent the ſame, 
becauſe that promiſcuouſly they make and coyne moneys of ſcuerall ſtand marry 
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ding tothe occaſion, which is worthy the obſeruation:and as all extremes are vicious 
and defetiue, ſo doth it befall thoſe countries which will haue no baſe money arall, 
and are made a prey vnto ather nations by the exchange for moneys, which muſt bee 
maintained withall, as I haue made and ſhall make more apparant, 

The third effe& or alteration of the Kings Valuation of money is the Proportion 
betweene gold and filuer, being in moſt countries twelue to one,v:z.00e pound of fil- 


uer for one ounce of gold wherin there is more operation than moſt men do imagine, 


For you cannnot aduance or inhance the one,bur you abateand diminiſh the other, for 
they ballance vpon this paralell. And whereas England by continuance of eleuento 
one harh beene a great loſer of gold;ſo now by aduancing che ſame nor only to twelue 
to one, but ro thirteen for one, there hath followed a very great loſle of our Siluer 
which is ouer much abated, as may appeare if we do conſider that the French Crown 
of ſix ſhillings was anſivered with fix ſhillings in Stluer,and is now ful ſeuen ſhillings 
and foure pence;and our fix ſhillings in Siluer are the very ſame : for twelue ounces of 
Crowne gold of twenty and two carratsat 3 # 6f{maketh 39 ® 12 f,and 108 French 


Crownes the which are made out of the pound weight of rwelue ounces at ſeuen (hil- 


\ 


Proportion 
berwcen Gold 
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lings foure pence,maketh alſo 39 ® 12 .Hereupon toequalize the filuer vntogold a- | 


gainewill breeds generall inhancing of things within the Realme, for the alteration 
of the meaſure of moneys cauſeth the denomination to follow in number to make vp 
the tale,which requireth great prouidence.For we finde that other nations perceiuing 
our gold tobe inhanced, haue abared inthe price of exchange(acording to which the 
prices of commodities are ruled) ſo that the ſame goeth at thirty and foure ſhillings 
ſix pence,or thirty and fiue ſhillings Flemiſh for our twenty ſhillings ſterling, wheras 
before they did allow and reckon thirty ſeuen ſhillings and fix pence or thereabouts, 
which is aboue our inhancing of ten pro cent. and ought to be almoſt thirty eight ſhil- 
lings, whereof our Mint men can take no notice, much lefſe our Goldſmiths and Mer- 
chants,which either are ignorant,or wiſe in their owne conceits;and it is a hard matter 
ro finde inone man, that which belongeth to the profeſſions of many, and when it is 
found to imbrace it, for wiſedome draweth backe, where blind Byard is audacious, 

For mine own patt,although it were to be wiſhed(which is nor to rabe haped)thar 
we were of the Scithians mindewho contemned filuer and gold as much as ather men 
do admire the ſame: yer ſeeing money is by the iudgement of thewiſeft ſo necefiirie 
to the Common-wealth, that it ſeemeth tobe the Sinows of peace,and(as it were)the 
Life and Breath of warfare; I could not(if I were a Law-giuer with Zycurgw)baniſh 
g0ldand filuer as the cauſes of much euill, and bring in yron in place, vnlefle I mighe 
de perſuaded(as he was) of fuch good ſucceſſe againſt vnrighteous dealings as iſſued 
therby,but rather vſe the pretious mettalls ſoconueniently as I might,and ſupply the 
defe& with baſer coyne, wherunto theſe chicf metrals of gold and filuercannot (erue 
without great loſſe and inconuenience:Orelſe I would by the courſe of exchange for 
moneys, preuent all and abound with moneys and bullion, hauing ſuch Sraple. com- 
modiries to procure the ſame withall, whereof other nations are deſticure. Let vs 
now therefore enter into conſideration with the Merchants Valuation in Exchange, 
which we haue nored to be predominant and ouer ruling the Kings Valuation. For if 
the King dovalne a peece of ſterling Siluer weighing about foure penny weight at 
twelue pence, it witl be currant ſo within the Realme. But Merchants in Exchange 
will value the ſameat 1 1 - pence,and common)y at xx pence, and ſo itwill beertranſ- 
ported in ſpecie by a low Exchange, and the c:'m nodities of the Realmewill be fold 


accerdingly,as you may vaderſtand by the declarationof exchanges in our third part 
of this booke hereafter, 


” \ . 


This Valuation of Merchants hath two handmaides beyond the ſeas, which doad- 
uance the forreine coyne in price, as we do by Exchange abate the ſame. For Mer- 
chants when they have occaſion to vſe any ſpecies of coynes for tranſportation (as 
Dollers for the Eaft countries tobuy corne,or Royalls of plate for the Eaſt-Indies, or 
French Crownes for France)will give one, two or three Styuers or Soulz vpon a peece 
tohaue the ſame, whereby other Merchants buying.commodigies, will condition - 
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make their paiment in ſuch coynes accordingly ; and fo it goeth from man to man, by 
tollerationwhich is called currant money in merchandiſe,or Permiſſion money where. 
by the ſame are inhaunced two or three vpon the hundreth at the leaſt. This iuconue. 
nience ſeems to be remedileſſe, as the Placcart of the Eſtates of the vnited Prouinces 
declareth, albeit the courſe of it is beneficiall vnto them, and in regard of them may 
well be called Permiſſion money.For when they will not break the coyne of other na- 
tions(as the manner is in al Mints)then it 1s rather valued aboue the value,which con- 
tenteth the ſaid nations, and fo is permitted to paſſe betweene man and man, which 
draweth moneys unto them which doth not endure long. For the laſt and third effe&t 
of Merchants Valuation between the Mint-maſters (who loue to be doing) and the 
ſaid Merchants commeth in place,either by abating the price of the ſaid forrein coyn 
by Proclamation to auoid their hands of ir, or togather vp cgynes before they be in- 
haunced, dividing the benefit betweene them and the Financiers, whoare Officers of 
their Treaſury, which is done with great dexterity cuery way ; inſo much, that when 
it ſeemeth they will not have forrein coyne,and tothatend they vnderualue the ſame; 
then haue they their Exchangers or Brokers to gather vp thoſe monies tobe brought 
to their Mint,where they wil giue ſecretly a benefit, and help themſelues by the ſheire, 
which cannot be done without private authority: So that all things duely conſidered, 
there is nothing but the rule of Exchange to preuent and moderare all theſe inconue- 
niences,which(to make men beleeue) is to vndertake Hercules Labours;for herin doth 
the motionconſiſt and cHotus major expellit minorem. 

Touching the Proportion betweene gold and filuer invaluation;albeit fomeare of 
Opinion, That the ſame is not much materiall in the courſe of traſfick, yet experience 
hath ſhewed to vs, that the contrarie muſt be belecned before their conceits: And wher- 
as they baue made obſeruation vpon my former aſſertion to this purpoſe, That Spaine 
holdeth the Proportion of twelue to one, and Portugall holderh but ten to one , rhey 
do not marke the reaſon added thereunto , which is, That betweeene thoſe King- 
domes there are no commodities toeftabliſh any traffick. So that exportation of Sil- 
uer for Gold,or Gold for Siluer,is but a permutation between them without any pro- 
fit:But England and other countries affourding means to import abundance of forrein 
commodities, and Gold being with vs in greater eſtimation than heretofore (being 
but of late yeares aduanced from eleuen to twelue for one,v7z. From eleuen ounces of 
ſiluer to twelue ounces of filuer, forone ounce of gold) was continually tranſported 
1n returne of the ſaid forrein commodities, rhe exchange not anſwering the true value 
of the gold:ſo that now when our gold is yet more aduanced, the filuer is therby more 
abated in price, giuing 13 for one : and therefore no maruell that gold is imported 
vnto vs,and filuer is exported, there being a gaine of aboue tenne and twelue pro cext. 
And this loſle of {iluer far exceedeth the gold in value, becauſe in quantity there is in 
the world fiue hundred of filnerroone of gold : and if any filuer by accident be im- 
ported, it is exported again for the Eaſt-Indies and other places,they giuing more for 

it thanthe price of our Mint; for gaine is the commander of all. 


q The Proportions vſed within the memory of man,are as followeth. 


i + the Low. countries they did reckon two Phillip Dollers, for the Emperors Royall 
LL of gold,whereby one marke of gold did counteruaile eleuen marke of filuer, being 
cleuen to one inthe pound accordingly, | | 
In Spaine one marke of gold was valued at 53 Peſos, every Peſo450 Maluedeis ; 
and every marke of filuer 2250 Maluedeis, maketh the marke of gold to be but 10= 
valued by filuer:but the Spaniſh Piſtoletsof twenty two carrats fine,to eleuen Royals, 
is eleven of filuer toone of gold. | 
In France the marke of gold valued at 74 Crownes, and the filuer at 6+ Crownes, 
maketh the proportion x x 4 parts, but valuing the French Crowne atthree Frankes, 
iseleyento one, | 
In England the Angell at ten ſhillings, and the filuer at ſixty ſhillings the ove 
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Troy of 12 ouhices,being that 6 Angels did weigh an ounce, made alſo eleuen to one. 
In Germany one riarke of Silverat 8+ Gold Guilders, maketh 1 1 = for one, But 
the valuation of monies being alrered,hath alſoaltered the ſame. 
 InRomethe pound of filuerat.108 Carlini,and the Ducat of gold gg —=1512for, 
Soar Millain the ducar 11 32,andthe Teaſton 28, is but g= for one. The filuer beeih 
ſoinr {t there for the making of guld and (tluer thred, that is to ſay, filuer thread 
Tiltand white. Now for all places of momentarie traffique it is 12 to 1, and in Eng- 


land 13+ to one,as hath bin declared. 


q The valyation of forreine Coine of Gold and Silner, 195.900 in the Y nited Low Proninces 
. onthe 2.1 day of Tuly, 1622, with the Orders eſtabliſhed by the Eftates of the ſaid Countries, 
for the better obſeruqtionof the ſaid valuation, which nenertheleſſe are tontinually infringed 
from time totime-: and thelike is done in other countries .So that to obſerue ont owne rale ac. 
cording to Equalitie and Equitie, will be found the beſt and ſafeſt cow ſe of politique gouerg- 
ent. . | Li's TER I EE 


Det | 37 1DE339 -5 EST En EHETY Guilders, Stiwers. Flemiſh, 
 ThegreatgaldenRider of the Vnited Prouinces —11— 60 37þ. 8d. 


The halte of the ſaid Ryder ——————— 1-10 
The double Ducat of the faid Provinces with the Letters —— 8—10—28— 7 
The French Crowne————— — }J——18—1z-— 0 
The Piſtoler of Spaine of fourc Piſtolets —— n— 
The double Piſtoletof Spain re  —————74— --8 
The b gle Piſtoler after the Rate————————— 17 12-10 
The Albertins or Ducarsof Albertzs of Auſtria, ——;—1;—18—-10 
The double Roſe Noble of England —————a ——18—12 —6z — 9 


ſhe Roſe Noble of Henricur, Edward and Queene Elizabeth — 9— 6 —31— 06 


The Flemiſh Noble old and new of the Vnited Countries, — 8— o —26— 8 
Theold Angellof England ————————— 4 2 8 
The new. Rider of Guelders and Frieſeland——— 23— 13 —I2— 2 
The gold Guilder ofthoſe Mints —————_——_ I 4 


All which Coines areto beweighed with their accuſtomed weight,and the remedy 
of two grains and no more,with ſome little aduantage ouer, or at the leaſt being with- 
inthe reſt of the balance. Prouided alwaies,that the coines of their due fineneſle,al- 
though they be lighter, ſhall be currant, paying for euery grain waning two ſtivers, 


q Siluer Coins, | 1 
Guilders, Stiuers. Flemiſh. 


Ee COT 3 WIPES | fd, 
The Lion Dollar of the Low Provinces, —<=E————— —6—8 
TheRicks Dollars in generall ——— —_ 4 
The Croffe Dollar of Albertw ——— ————- wmn—_——— 7-7-0 
The Spaniſh Ryals of 8 rm rm mmm mmm mmm 2— $—8——0 
The Dollar of Zeland and Friſe with the Zgle———— —]—l0—5-—0 
The Florenor Guilder of Friſeland, —————————— 4-8 
Thengliſh Shilling,and of Great Britain ——————o—10-1—9 
The Marke piece or Thiſtle of Scotland ———————12---2—-0 
The Harpe of Scotland and Ireland ————— rI--4 


And ifany of the ſaid Pieces be found towant of their weight,and their appointed 
remedic, within the reſt of the ballance, or ſome little aduancage over, they fball:bee 
currant,paying forevery grain wanting,z pence Hollandts, whereof r6 make 1 ſtiuer, 
and the Engliſh groats are made Bullion,or ſhall not be currant. | 
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Lex «Mercatoria.. 


” Thetenth to 
© / be recciuedin 
* copper monies 


All other 

coynes made 
' bulliontobe 

molten, 


f. 


, q Small Monies for ordinary payments,” '": 
FoTHe Shillingsof all the ſeuerall Prouinces reſpeRiuely,andof the Mintsof Ni- 
T: mogen, Deventer, Campen and Swoll——=——————<. gStivers 
The ha!fe Shullingsaftertherate — ——-——anmmmmpmhm nn V, Stivets 
The pieces called Flabsof Groninghen,4/Stivers,———the double———Y Stivers 
The twintigſt part of the great SilverRoyall ——iZii inn, 1 Stivers 


The double and fingle Stigers of all theſe countries —— - -2 and 1 Stiver 
2 Ofallwhich ſmall monies for the payments of rents, intereſt or abatement of 
the ſame,as alſoofall manner of merchandiſe exceeding in one = the fum of 100 
nny. © 

+2 + The Duyrsaccording to the order of the Provinces mide 55 The Provincial! 
Mints, and none other, ate as yet rolerated'for a Dulyr; and all'ortier Copper Monies 
of the Proutnciall Mints arealfo tolerated tobe payd out for one penny the piece,” the 
I6 wherof make one Hollandts Stiuer, and not aboue : whereas we do intend hereafter 


to prohibit the ſame to be currant for any price, becauſe wee will prouide our ſelues 


forchwithwith ſo much Copper mony as the commodioutnefſe ſhall teqitire, © _ 
Wedoalfo prohibit from henceforth no Copper monie#to be brought into 
thele countries aboue two ftigers;vpoti paitie of x © ſtiuers for eucry piece tobe forfei- 
ted : and whoſocuer ſhall iſe any copper monies aboue the ſaid price, thall rncur rhe 
like penaltic oÞten ftiuers foreuery pierce,” ff OE SE A OT OT I Re 
Andall the ſaid Coines ſhal be currant in theſe Prouinces for the prices afore- 
faid, declaringall other pieces for Bullion, which by this out Proclamation-are not 
valued;prohibiting any ofthe faid pieces to bee offered or receiued , asalſoto' preſſe 
any of thoſe whichare valued, tobe paid ar a highet price than they arc valuci and al. 
{o offer to put forth other coines of gold ahd ſilner valtied, which ate clipped waſhed, 
broken, mended,neiled,orotherwiſe augmented inweight, vpoh forfeiture of all the 
ſaid Coines fo tobe offered at higher rates than this proclamation'dorh permit:and if 
the fact be not inſtantly difconered,ro forfeit the vatue therof,and morcoues the qua- 
druple or the value thereof, or 24 Guildersin lieu thereof, if the ſaid coines did not a- 
mount to {ix Guilders forthe firſt rime;rhe ſecond time double,and for the third time 


| quadruple ; and moreouer arbitrable correction according tothe qualitic of the fa. 


5 ' Without that anydiſtin@ion ſhall be made'*Wwherher the ſaid coities were in- 
ſtantly paid from forrein'parts; or ſetit from ſome one prouince or towne into another ; 
in which caſe, if the recetuerthereof will be freed of the Taid forfeiture,hee is to give 
noticeof it within 24 honres after the ttceit thereof,vnto the Magiſtrats or other Of- 
ficers to be thereuntoappointed,to the end they may proceed therein againſt the ſen- 
der of the ſaid coine.as it ſhall or may appertaine. 

6" Yet ſhalltheſaidretciuer keepe the ſaid coines wholly to himſelfe,if the ſayd 
monies be ſent vnto him in payment ofa former debr, and nevertheleſſe hauec his aQi- 
on againſt the party for ſomuch as they ſhall want'of the ſaid valuation : and if the 
{aid coines be ſent for any debr as yer not due, or tobee made, the ſaid Receiver ſhall 
reſerue tohimſelfe fo much as the ſaid forfeiture commeth vnto , and the remainder 
ſhall be delivered vnto the ſaid-Magiftrat or Officer, © CR TER anigs 

7 The Magiftrats in places alſo whete allſuch mony's are ſent at a higher rate than 
the ſaid Proclamation, ſhallbebound to make good the inhauncing vnto the Recei- 
uer towhom the ſaid monies were ſent ; yer ſo, that they may re-demand the ſame of 

the Magiſtrate of the place from whence the ſaid Coines were ſent, who ſhall alſo in- 
ſtantly re-emburſe the ſame,and have power to reconer it; with the forfeitures thereto 
belonging, and hereby ordained againſt the perſons and goods of thoſe who haue ſent 
the ſame ar a higher price. '--\ 7000 JF a9 419 IN 

. 8 Allwhichfſhall be obferued fromthe one provirice vitro another,ot the:Coun. 

ting houſes of the Generalitiewherein rhey ſhall be aiding andafſiſting cachother,to 
maitainethe ſaid Proelatiiationaccordidgly, 00 PO For 
©? 1þ excel dpeads > 6 - 
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9 Andwedo intend that the faid fotfeirures ſhall be impoſed as wel vpon ther e- 
ceiuer as vpon the payer, euery one tothe full,vnlefle one of the parties did forthwich 
denounce the ſame to the Magiſftrats; in which caſe, whether it be the recetueror pay- 
er, he ſhall be quirand free of the ſaid forfeiture , and moreouer entoy one third part 
of the offenders toricitute. wt 

10 Prohibitingand expreſly commanding, That no man from henceforth ſhall 
preſume to buy or ſell any wares or merchandiies,or deale for monies by exchange or 
intereſt, nor buy new or old rents,or otherwiſe deale and negotiate than according to 


 _theſaid priceand valuation of monies of this Our permiſhon and ordinance,vpon for- 


{citure of the {aid ſummes,and moreouer quadruple the value thereof. Oe 
11 Our intention being, That no payments of Impoſts, Demeſnes or reuenues of 

Lands,townes,villages.contra&s of merchandiſes, Hires,Rents, Intereſt or any Debts 
ſhall be paid, thanaccording tothis our valuation, to wit,cuery Guelder with the one 
halfe ofa Lion Dollar,and one pound Flemiſh with three Lion Dollars,or with other 
coines of gold and filuer according to their intrinficke value, asthe ſaid Lion Dollar 
or the great golden Royall now containeth,, After which two (as being chief & ſtan- 
dard pieces)all the precedent monies of gold and {1]uer are valued;without thar it ſhal 
be lawful for any man to make any lighter paimenc than according tothe ſaid valuati- 
on, vpon paine the ſame to be void, and no courſe of Law to bee miniſtred thereupon, 
and moreouer to incurre the penaltie inthe next article mentioned : according to the 
which,all Courts of juſtice, Magiſtrats of the Bench or judgement ſears,and all other 
juſtices are topronounce their ſentences and to make their Decrees, notwithſtandin 
any treſpaſſe which contrary toour intention or expeRation might be praRiſed,or at 
any time be put in vre, cancelling from henceforth all thoſe which are contrary to the 
ſame, forbidding any execution,depoſitation of monies, or other courſes of juſtice to 
be done thereupon : declaring moreouer, that all ſuch Tudges as ſhall haue pronoun- 
ccd the ſentences, and the ſaid O ficers that ſhall haue aſſiſted therein, ſhall therefore 
forfeit and incurrethe penaltie of five Netherland golden Royals for euery perſon at 
every time, MT NE Eraſe Fordham 

12 Andtotheend that the Rabilitieand cettaintie of this valuation (which We 
haue taken toheart,and in ſingularcommendarion,and intend further to care for)may 
take the better effe&,we do ordaine, That inſtantly vponthe publication of this Pro- 
clamation,whereof mention is made in the later end,all officers being inany office, E- 
ſtares and officers high and low, ciuill or militarieof countries, rownes, Members of 
Colledges,or particular Lords within the ſaid Vnited Prouinces, ſhall take their ſo- 
lemne Oath for the performance of the ſaid Ordinance,to cauſe the ſanie robe main- 
__ and obſcrued, for ſo much as any waies may concerne their Offices and Com- 
mands. | 

13 Andifany of the ſaid perſons ſhould perchance be found forgetful , and to 
haue tranſgreſſed the aforeſaid points, inthe paying out or receiving of Coines not 
permitted by this onr ordinance, likewiſe of clipped, waſhed,cracked,mended,nealed, 
or otherwiſe augmented coines inweight,or giuing them inpaiment at a higher price 
than this our ord inance,; We do ordet and eſtabliſh, Thar all the ſaid forfeirures com- 
mitted and to be committed, ſhal reſpeCiuely be paid double. And moreouer, if they 
fue any coines made Bullion,or other monies aboue their value, they ſhall be depri- 
ued of their offices vpon the verification of the fact, without any pardon to be obtai- 
ned for the ſame. | | 

I4 Andthe better tobring this ordinahice in courſe, wee do prohibit all Treaſu- 
rors, Receiuers Rent-gatherers, their deputies or Clerkes,and all other perſons being 
1n publique ſeruice or adminiſtration, topay any of the ſaid monies by aſſignation ot 
otherwiſe,but to returne the ſame where they haue been receiued,vpon the torfeitures 
aforeſaid, vnleſſe it werethat the aſſiznement were made vpon publique Counting- 
houſes or Banks,and not vpon particular perſons,as Fermours, ColeQors,and the like, 
being likewiſe bound by the ſame oath : bar this is to be done but once by him vpon 
whom this ordinance falleth out,and no farther. | | 
| Be 2 15 And 
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1 5 And todiſcouer rhe offences which they might do in their payments, we doe 


order, That inſtantly when any payments are made,they ſhal indorſe vpon the acquit- 
tances and diicharges of their payments (amounting to the ſum of one hundred guil- 


ders) the ſeuerall ſpecies of gold and filuerwherewith they haue made the ſayd pay- 


Marking and 
weighing of 
forrcein filues 


There will be 
nocauſe to 1o 
Its 


ments, and the price according to which they haue payd the ſame, with mention alſo 
of the graines which are wanting and payd for, to be ſubſcribed by him that hath re- 
ceiued the ſame, tothe end that vpon their accounts notice may be taken thereof, vpon 
forfeiture that the ſaid acquittances or diſcharges ſhall not be allowed, and whoſoe- 
ver doth receiue the ſaid ſpecies,and not vnder-writethe ſame, ſhall forfeir the fourth 
part by him receiued. 

16 Commanding the Auditors (reſpe&iuely appointed)to take the accounts of 
the ſaid Accomprants, to gouei ne themſelues accordingly , and not toallow of any 
acquitrances or diſcharges than is aforeſaid, but by the ſaid Acquitrances to find out 
the offendors, 

17 Moreouer,the ſaid perſons are bound, that whenſoeuer any coins of gold ſhal 
be receiued by them, which are roo light, they ſhall with a poncheon marke the ſame, 
and vpon the ſiluer coinethey ſhall for euery farthing oreight grains which the piece 
ts too light, put vpon the ſaid picce one graine or round O before they iſſue the ſame, 
vpon forfeiture of halfe a Ryder for euery piece. 

13 They ſhall alſo for thoſe ro whom they ſhall pay any monies,have in readines 
ballances and weights in the places where they keepe their bankes,vpon forfeiture of 
halfe a Ryder for cuery default robe made therein. 

I9 Andallthe ſaid countable officers,as well general as particular,ſhal be bound 
to haue this our ordinance with the figures alwaies ready vpon their Bankes or Coun- 
ting houſes,as alſo a Proclamation fit robe affixed in print, declaring thevaluation of 
the ſaid Coines, to the end cuery man may gonerne himfelfe accordingly,vpon forfei- 
ture of five Netherland Ryders tobe paid as often as they ſhal be found without them 
in their ſaid Offices or Counting houſes. 

20 Prohibiting all Receivers, Bankers and Exchangers, their Deputies and Ofh- 
cers, together with all Merchants or other perſons of what qualitic or condition ſoe- 
ver, tocull out any monies, fo ſeparate the light ones for to bee iſſued , and with the 
ris ones to make a benefit, vpon forfeiture of five and twentic Netherland Ry- 

ers. 

21 Prohibiting alſo,that none of the coines of Gold and Siluer which are valued 
by this our Proclamation (vnleſſe it be the Spaniſh Ryall of 8, with his proportions) 
ſhall be deliuered into any Mint robe molten : to which end we command al the mint 
maſters of theſe Proainces, that they do nor receiue any of the ſaid coines for to melt 
them ; and if any be ſo brought vnto them, to detain the ſame,and ro giue notice ther. 
of tothe Generals of the ſaid Mints, to proceed therein as it ſhall appertaine. And 
whoſocuer ſhall be found to go about to ſell the ſaid Coines, or hath ſold or broken 
the ſame,we will haue the ſame to be forfeited, and the double thereof ouer & aboue. 

22 Prohibiting alſo the importation of any coines, not valued by theſe Preſents, 
either of gold or filuer to be brought in,for to be diſtributed. 

23 And forthe better diſcouericof the ſaid firſt authors or importers of prohibi- 
ted Coines, We do command all our officers to do their vtmoſt endeauors to inquire 
of choſe with whom they ſhall finde any of the ſaid coines,ofwhom they had the ſame, 
and fo from perſon to perſon, vntill the firſt importers,cauſing them to be puniſhed as 
aforeſaid,vnleſſe ſome can name his firſt Author,wherewith he ſhall be cleared of the 
ſaid forfeitures: and if hedo voluntarily accuſe his author,he ſhal enioy the one third 
part of the ſame,and the ſaid firſt importer ſhall be baniſhed out of all the ſayd Pro- 
Uinces, 

24 Ifany Officers ſhall make doubt, that any of the ſaid perſons haue not dealt 
well,or miſ-behaued themſelves, then ſhall they,with the Magiſtrar, baue authoritie 
to put them to their oach, of whom they haue receiued the ſaid Coines, and at what 
price they haue receiued and paid out the ſame : and if hee deny to declare the ne 
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by oath, hee ſhall be taken as conuicted of the ſaid treſpaſle, according to this Ordi- 
nance, But if without equivocation he will roundly declare the truth , whereby the 
fault ſhall appeare, he ſhal be pardoned of the forteiture,and alſoenioy one third part 
of the offendors penaltie, it it be to be had, RE | 

25 Alſoin like manner they may,and we do authoriſe them by theſe Preſents;to 
ſeiſe and open coffers, truſles and the letters of Meſſengers, where they have ſuſpition 
ro contain atiy coine : prouided alwaies that the ſaid opening. be done inthe preſence 
of him to whom the ſaid coffers, truſſes, or letters were diredted, if they can inſtantly 
come at them; beſides ſome one of the Magiſtrats where the ſaid ſeifure is made , to 
the end that thereby the name may be known of him who hath ſent the ſaid Monies at 
higher prices,and to none other effec. | | : 

26 Allwhich penaltiesand iorfeitures ſhall be diſtribured, the one third part to 
the poore of the towne where the penaltie talleth,and the other third part tothe accu- 
ſer, and the other third to the Officer who ſhall challenge the execution to be done , 
valeſſe it were that the ſaid forfeitures did exceed the ſum of five thouſand Guilders : 
in this caſe the one halfe ſhall be for the benefit of the common Cauſe, and the other 
halfe ro be diuided proportionably berweene the ſaid three parties. And to the end 
the accuſer ſhall do bis vtrermoſt diligence herein, his name and perſon ſhall be con- 
ccaled fo long as poſhible it may be. 

27 Andherein we vnderftand, That not onely the perſon which hath committed 
the 1aid rreſpaſles ſhall be ſubje& to anſwer for himſelfe, bur alſo for them of his Fa- 
mily : the husband for his wite,the parents for their children,the maſters and miſtre(- 
ſes for their ſeruants,men or maids,vnleſſe it were the ſaid feruants had done the ſame 
withour their priuitie or knowledge, 

28 And totheend that this our preſent ordinance may be kept and fully accom- 
pliſhed inall her points, We doorder and bommand all the officers of our ſaid Pro- 


uinces,and euery one in his office, ro haue an eſpecial care and regard of the infringers 
and tranſgreſſours of this our Ordinance, and to bring them before the Magiſtrates of 


their juriſdiction : Wirhout that the ſaid forfeitures be any waies diminiſhed , vpon 
penalty tobe depoſed of their ſaid offices,and euer after ro be diſabled to ſerue in any 
office, without that they may excuſe rhemſelues by ignorance, or by a generall tranſ- 
orefion of our ordinance; which excuſe ſhall not be auailable vato them, but Our in- 
tention is to puniſh them tor their negligence and floath. 

29 Wedo further command all Magiſftrats and Iuſtices, That ſetting aſide all 
other buſineſſes and affaires, they do proceed herein ſummarily,only the truth of the 
fat being knowne, tothe condemnation of the tranſgreſſors,as ſoone as by two Wit- 
neſſes they ſhall be conuited. And herein ſhall the teftimonie of the like Offendor 
be admitted,and their ſentences ſhall be without appeale or any preiudice. 

39 Wewilland command, That whenſocuer it ſhall manifeſtly appeare that the 
perſons haue tranſgreſſed, and are found vpon the fa&, or that by two Witneſſes the 
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ſame can be proued againſt them, the offendor ſhall be bound rodepoſir the ſaid For- 


feitures before he ſhall be admitted to defend himſelfe by the Law, whereunto hee is 
tobe compelled inflantly, by the apprehenflon ot his perſon, and otherwiſe : and if it 
be found that he is not able to pay the ſaid penalties, hee ſhall be puniſhed by corpo- 
rall puniChment,as the cauſe (hall require. 

21 Theludges and Magiſtrats ſhall haue no authoritie todiminiſh or moderate 
their decrees & ſentences concerning the ſaid penalties, vpon forfeiture to pay them- 
{clues the double value thereof: and if any of the ſaid offendors ſhall obtaine of the 
higher Powers anv fauoror abatement, yer ſhall they be bound to ſatisfie the Accuſer 
and officer for their ſaid part proportionably,according to the ſaid forfeitures. 

32 Andtatche end thatour ordinance may be better obſerued,we doewill and or- 
der, That the Councell of State of the ſaid Provinces vnited ſhall call before them 
the Receiuer Generall of the ſaid Netherlands, the Receiver of the Contributions, 
Confiſcations, and other ordinarv means which are letten ro ferme,or tobe colleed, 
together alſo with the Commiſſaries, Clerkes and ſeruants of Counting.houſes To 

alſo 


. 
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alſothe Commiſhoners of Muſters, Amunition, and Wagons, and to cauſe them ſo- 
lemnly to ſweare to obſerue and keepe all the points and Articles of out ſaid Ordi- 
nance. 

33 The Councell of State alſo ſhall appoint Commiſſioners for Muſters , to 
take by the courſe thereof the Oath of all Colonels, Maſters of horſe,Captains, Lieu- 
tenants, Ancient- bearers, Serjeants, Clerks,and Solicitors of companies in our ſeruice 
militarie : whichoath being taken , ſhall forthwith by forme of A be ſent vnto the 
Councell of Stare. | 

24 Likewiſethatthe Councell of Admiraltie, the O flicer of Convoyes,maſters 
of Licents,their Commiſlaries,Clerks,and Seruants,and others that are accountable, 
ſhall dothe like, 

Wedo further order, That the Committees of our Councell, Councell Pro. 
vinciall,or of Finances of euery reſpe&iue province, for themſclues,or their Commit- 
tees ſhall call before them all accountable Officers, as well Stewards of the demaines 
and ſpirituall liuings, Receivers of the ordinarie means, Colleors of rolles, and all 
others,with their Clerkes and ſeruants, which haue the managing of Coines of parti- 
cular prouinces, 7tem the Regiſters and Secretaries, Advocates, Proctors, VVarders of 
Colledges, Courts,and Chamber of Finances,to take the aforeſaid Oath. 

36 The Commutrees of Srates,and their Deputies or Councell Prouincial, ſhall 
have care alſo, that all the townes and villages of the ſaid reſpeiue Provinces, ſhall 
take theſaid Oath before them that are accuſtomed to take the ſame: and where the 
ſame cannot conueniently be done, the ſaid Committees of States,their deputies and 
prouinciall Councell, ſhall appoint in all rownes and villages ſome perſons to take 
the ſaid Oath, before the Borough-maſters, Magiftrats, Treaſurers, and Secretaries of 
the {aid townes and places, Alſo the Gouernors of the Eaſt-India Company, and all 
other Companies already ereed,or which hereafter ſhall be ereed,as alſoall Trea- 
ſurcrs,Recetuers,Rent gatherers,and their Commitrees,or Clerks of Lords, Princes, 
Earles,Barons,and other of higher powers : 1tem,all Deacons of Churches,Maſters of 
the Hoſpitals or Orphants, Almoners, and all thoſe that ſerue in Almes-houſes, hou- 
ſes of Corre&ion or Colledpes, and their ſeruants. tem, all Bankers of monies, their 
Deputies and ſeruants, all Maſters of Corporations or Societies, Maſters of handie- 
crafts-men,or trades, ſuch as live by Rents, Merchants in Groſle or by Retaile, Shop- 
keepers, Brewers, VVood-mongers, Herring-mongers, Cheeſe-mongers, Dyers, Beere- 
mongers, Inne-keepers and Tapſters, and all thoſe that vſe any trade : tem, all Cham- 
berlaines and Notaries reſorting vnder them, ColleQors of (mall duties, Farmers,Im- 
poſt maſters,and of conſumptions, Tole- gatheres,gatherers of poundage, Brokers,and 
their Committees, Clerks and ſeruants within Townes and other places reſiding re- 
Ipe&tiuely vnder them, And further all thoſe that the Magiſtrate of euery Towne, 
place, or Village ſhall hold conuenient or judge to be neceſſary ſhall rake the ſaid 
oath,vpon penaltie(in caſe of refuſall) topay euery day three guilders ſolong as they 
donot performe the ſame according tothe Proclamation: and moreouer toloſe their 
freedome of a Citizen, and of their trade,office,or trafficke;ſoas no man ſhall be ad- 
mitted vnto his office, trade or trafficke to exerciſe the ſame,vntil he haue firſt (in con- 
formitieof Our ſaid Proclamation) taken the ſaid oath. 

7 Wehauealſo concluded and thought good, That the Councell of State, the 
Councellof the Admiraltie, the Committees or Deputies of the ſaid reſpeRiue Pro- 
uinces, and all Courts of Iuſtice, ſhall promiſe vnder their Signature, vpon the oath 
they tooke at the entrance of their office,to keep all the ſaid points and Articles,none 
excepted, And the ſaid Courts of Iufſtice,ſhall(in forme of A&)ſend the ſaid oath of 
all rhe ſaid ſeuerall perſons menrioned in the former Article to the ſaid Lords, Eſtates 
of the ſaid reſpe&ed Prouinces, or in their abſence to the Commitrtees or Deputies 
of States,within fourteene daies after the publication hereof : which Committees or 
Deputies of States ſhall within dther fourteen daies after thar, ſend the ſame vnto rhe 
Eſtates Generall, to know thereby that this Our ordinance is receiued, and the obſer- 
uation thereof eſtabliſhed : the like is to be done by the Councell of S160? of ek 

miraſrie 
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Admiraltie and their Committees or Deputics,and others within che time aforeſaid. 
38 Oucrand aboue all the aforeſaid oathes,to be done reſpeiuely by euery one, 
the {aid Prouinces haue mutually promiſed,and by theſe preſents do promiſe each to 
other, to 0Lſexue and caufe tobe obſerued the ſaid Proclamation'in all & euery point 
and Article,without any: alteration to bedone therein, making void and annihilating 
from;hence forward all particular grants,conſents,ordinances,priuiledges; permiſſion 
or command,which (contrary to the ſaid valuation) inþartor inthe whole, by any of 
the ſaid Prouinces, Townes, Colledges, and Magiſtrates, or other members of the 
ſame,might be giuen and granted,being oppoſite rothe common good and welfare of 
the countre Ee PRE RpeED —_— | FIT TIE {7 '« 
39: Alf becauſe that hereby the ſaid valuation is much eaſed, for the maltitude 
of-coyne, whereby it is apparant, that many coynevof Gold and Silver Bullion ſhall 
be incident inthgſe Provinces, to theend Our inhabitants be nor vuermuch charged 
withthe ſame, tut with theJcaſt grieuance mighr-befreed thereof;'Ve wiland com- 
mand-the-Generals of Mints, inſtantly and with all-fpeed,to take care thatih all towns 
of theſe vnitedProuinces;with the approbarion of rhe Magiſtrats refpeiuely,where 
thereare no Bankes of Exchanges, nor Exchangers, thtte be appointed'ohe or more 
perſons of ctedit and repuration(as the conueniencie of the place ſhall require) ro be 
Exchangers:and in places where ſuch perſons are ro be-found asare fit thereuiito, that 
the Magiſtrates ſhall procurethem,and giue them honeſt recompence,and to furniſh 
chem with conuenicat inftrutions and commiſſions, 'vnto whomor-intothe Mints, e- 
uery man hauing Bullion ſhall deliver theſame,as is mentioned/inthe Manuals there- 
of :-prohibiring;,vntoall men that are nor authoriſed thereurito, not to meddle with 
any exchapging-fundtion direly nor indirely, vpon forfeiture of fifty Netherland 
Golden Ryders #» ſþecie for the firſt time, and double the ſecond time; beſides arbirra+ = 
ble corre&ion;the one third part to the benefitof che officer,the other third rothe ac- 0 
cuſer, and the other third to the Exchangers of theiplace where the ſaid penalties of -- 2 
forfeiture ſhall happen. TY (Ni 209 VE TH SS. 5) pox 20 
40 | And forthe better obſeruationiof this preſenrordinanceand command, Ve .... 
do order and/command, That the ſame ſhall bepubliſhed in all accuſtomed places | 
where Proclamations are made, euery threemonrhs preciſely,and as often as occafion 
ſhall require tobe renued and publiſhed requiring therefore the States of evictie re- 
ſpe&iue prouince,and their Committees or Deputies of States to cauſe the ſaid-pub- 
licationtobe done at the dates nominated. PLETE CU LAS RUALAE TAN a 
41, Finally, albeir We haue cauſed the ſaid valnation tobe eſtabliſhed vpon's 
firme and ſure ground, without limitation thereof ro any time certaine : neuertheleſe 
to accomodate, and for remarkable reaſons ; We haue condefcended and tollerate, 
thatthe following ſpecies of Gold only and none other, ſhalt be ifſued and rectiued 
tor the prices hercafter,vntill the laſt of September now next enſuing, 
42 Prouided alwaies, That all ſentences pronounced before the date of theſe pre- 
ſents, for the paymentof any moneys according tothe permiſſion of thactime, ſhall 
remaine and be maintained and ſatisfied according tothe tenor thereof ; witboatrhat 
by the ſaid valuation or following tolleration,any thing to the contrary ſhall beinno- 
uated or aboliſhed. - nas cen Wb ns 
43 . Alſoduring the ſaid tolleration, no coyns to be paid for-lands or heritages;or 
rents vpon Bils,or payments vpon Obligations (vnrit-latiuary laſt)'ſhall bedrawne a- 
2ainſt the will of theparty to the ſaid prices of olleeation.bilver to be performed ac- 
cording to this preſent valuation. 2101 DIE) DIET MEL ON ENR 
44 Likewiſe the ſaid Bankes of Exchanges, ſhalt hauenopowertotake in pay- ' 
menr the ſaid coins at higher prices,hor to iſſue the ſame otherwiſe than the ſaid finall | 
valuation,and nor according to the following tolleration, which (as vnneceflarte) are 
here omitted,the time being expired, I ed 2. chan 
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« Obſeruations concerning the ſaid Proclamation and Ordinance, 


. 


T Hatthe manerof popular ooucrnments in their Proclamations,Placcarts,Edias, 

A andOrdinances dath much differ from the Proclamations which ate made in Mo- 
narchies where Magiſtrates and/Iudges are of greater reputation and dignitie, accor- 
ding totheir royall Parlements, | 

. - That inthe yeare'15 94, all mints ſtood fill for one whole yeare to prevent the in- 
bancing of coyne betweene manand man : and the ſaid States did declare, that itwas 
nor in their power to reforme the ſame, ſolong as the ſeuenteen Netherlands were di- 
uided;euery one claiming as abſolute authority as the other,as members of one body. 
And that now they haue deviſed a courſe to make their Proclamations effeRual! 
within the vaited Prouinces, to their great benefit, if, we will configer the nature of 
the former valuation of coynes made by Princes and Merchants, with their ſeuerall 
branches, which by policie are made inconſtant. And Germany, Fraunce, and'other 
countries, haue not as yet takenany courſe in their monies,anſwerable thereunto, 

_ That tbe Lyon Doller,and the'great golden Royal of the ſaid vnitedProuinces are 

_ -ralued and madethe ſtandard peeces of all the gold and filuer coynes made currant by 

this Proclamation. And that all other coyns of what Kingdomes or States ſoeuer are 

made Bullion,and not to be currant withia the ſaid Prouinces. | g 

.-, That filyer coynes ſhall be weighed as well as the gold, whereby amore certainty 

may be made in the calculation of the Par for exchanges, the rather for that their ſpe- 

Cles,are far lefle inpumber; and the proportion betweenegold and filuercan be better 

diſcerned;yet without the rule of exchapges by bils, ſtill great aduantages may be ta- 

ken by.one nation againk another. 


4 . 


| Theeyning — Thatthe {copevf this Proclamation is to ſet their Mints on worke by aboliſhing 
|. - _ ack all the ſcucrall coyos of gold and filuer of all Kingdomes not valued or made currant 
| raignetie,fo Thereby, which may be ſeen by the formerdeclarations of their weight and finefle; in 
| mr mel- jo much that whereas in the yere 1586,when the Earle of Leyceſter went over totake 
Woe inas- the gouernments of thoſe countties, by the diretion of the late Queene E/:Jav1hof 
' zerofStae, bleſſed memory,the Lyon Doller.(made now to be the ſtandard peece) was valued at 
= thirty ſix Stivers,and the Engliſh ſhilling (which is now required to be delivered by 
| Decreed foure Weight) was valued at ten. Stiuers: And now the ſaid Lion Doller (albeirdecreed after 
yponthekun= the former inhancement)is ſtill vaJucd at forty ſtivers,which is one ninth part,increa- 
——_ fed, according to which the Evgliſh ſhilling ought to be increaſed alſo =part, which 
for 10 Stiuers would be 11 Stivers and + part, whereas the ſame is inhanced butto 106 
Stiuers and one halfe,and no more. Thedifference inexchange (according tovaluati- 
on)being inthe one after therate of 3 5 of their ſhillings, for our 20 — and in 
the other aboue 37 ſhillings inthe main ſtandard coyne,andmuch more in the ſmaller 
coynes;whereof more hereafter concerning Exchanges. 
| Thelike conſideration is to be had for the valuing of moneyes of other conntries, 
whereby authority will rule their owne, and notaccording tothe ruleof other Nati- 
ons,but by equality and equity,which no Nation can controll or contradict : wherein 
confiderwe likewiſe the ſtandard peeces of the late Arch-Duke 4/bertus of Auſtria 
for the vnited prouinces,declared by their Proclamation inthe yere 1611,and we ſhall 
find thellike grognd and foundarion to their aduantage, albeit they ſeem to find fault 
with the diſorderly couftſe of moneyes, which is one of the greateſt policies in State- 
 affaires. The ſaid Arch-Duke made (as now the States haue done) his owne coyns of 
Moderne ans gold and'{iluer for Scandard peeces,namely the double Ducatof 23 carrats, ; + grains 
ancient ſtan. of Gold;at 7 Guilders and 18 Stiuers:and the peeces of three Royals, at 15 Stivers of 
gold tenounces and eighteenegrains fine, by their calculation in the pound weight Troy. 
 _ Andby theſe means there isa new foundation laid downe for moneyes in the ſaid 17 
Low-Prouinces, where heretofore they alwaies had the ?hi//ip Doller of ten ounces 
fine, and the Emperors Royall of gold of 23 carrats 3- graines fine for their ſtandard 


peeces. 2ui vadit plane vadit ſane, taketh not alwaies place. : RAN 
hg aſtly 
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Laſtly,that the Mints of certaine Lotdsare called Hedge Mints, which are not vn- 
der their command, as Batenborg, Heall, Bargen,V ianen, Gron{welt, Rechein, Geuar- 
den, Stenwatt,and others, may follow their owne core in the coyning of moneys,and 
by the means of commerce alterall theſe ordinances, For in the ſaid yeare of 1586 all 
the ſaid forfeitures and penalties were far greater, and the melting downe of Queene 
El:Fbeth her coyne was prohibited vpon paine of death and goods ; yetall was negle- 
Red,and:came intodiſforder by the command of Gaine,which being taken away by a 
true courſe of exchange,is the only remedy to make the effes to ceaſe, and all othet 
means are fallacies,and to beabuled, 8c. 
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Of the Lawes and Probibitions againſt 4 ſurie: 


GAINS 
CEC LEISY 


W Any arethe Authors which baue writtenagainſt Vſury inallages, 
z cuery manaccording to is profeſſion, moſt eſpecially the Di- 
vines, who haue the word of God for their warrant, wherein alio 
the ancient Fathers have been very ſtri& to conſtrue the ſame ac- 
S cordingly,making any thing taken aboue the principall tobe Y- 
9\ ſurie,becauſe the very word of vſury in the Hebrew tongue 18 cal- 
- Fx * & ledaBiting,of thisword Neſhechwhich is noching elſe but a kind 
ot biting, asadog vſeth tobire or gnaw vponabone, ſo that he rhatbit<th nor doth 
not commit V ſury. for Vſury is none other thing than a biting,as I ſaid of the very E- 
timology and proper nature of theward, otherwiſe it cannot be called Ncſhech, as the 
Hebricians ſay, PESEE PR 

According to the definition then of biting Vſarie, weare to preceed in this dif- 
courſe,a'ter that we haue briefly declared the Lawes and Prohibitions againſt Vſury, 
whereinwe muſt begin with the holy Scripture, obſeruing theſe places, 

God ſaithin the 22 of Exodus, Tf thou lend Money to any of my people that is poore by 
theethou ſhalt wot be an Y ſurer unto him, neither ſhalt thou oppreſſe himwith Y ſary, Inano- 
ther place,7f thy brother be waxen poore and fall into decay with thee,recerme him as a ſtranger, 
or a ſojourner, and let him line by thee, and thou ſhalt take no V ſury of him, nor yet aduantage , 
but ſhalt feare thy God that thy brother may line withthee, Thou ſhalt not lend him thy Money 
Vpor Vſury,or lend him of thy food to haue an adaantage by it, Adde vnto this the places no- 
ted inthe margine,and ſo let vs come tothe holy ancient Fathers. Saint 7croms ſaich, 
Theres no difference betwixt Vſury, Fraud, and violent Robbing. Saint CA»g.ſaith, 
An Vſurer is he ſaid to be who doth demand more in Money, or any other thing elſe, 


than he hath deliuered:according co which the ſaid Saint 7erom alſo ſaith, That ſome 


dothink Vſury tobe onely in Money; but let them well vnderſtand, that V furieis 
an overplus in any thing aboue that which was lent, Saint 4mtr0ſe likewiſe ſaith, If 
any man take Vſury he doth commit extortion, rapin and pillage,and ſhall norliue the 
life;as who ſhould ſay,he ſhould dye therfore. Toomit many other of the ſaid ancicnr 
Fathers, Saint Berzard ſaith, That the Vſureris a theefe in law, becauſe the Ciuile law 
telleth him before hand whar it is that he muſt rob from ochers, as who ſhould ſay, 
ſuch Lawes as permit V ſurors are lawfull rheeueries. Hereupon the Canonifts have 
made Vſurors tobe defamed perſons : and if any man make (by his laſt Will and Te- 
ftament)any goqds vntothem,the Teſtament may be broken, neither are they tocom- 
municate with chriſtians,or toentex into their congregation rooffer any ablation;and 
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, whenthey are dead,they ſhould not be buried in Chriſtianburiall, and if they be, the 

doers thereof are excommunicated. 

Decrctals, Decretals and Clementines,Made by divers Popes,are dire@ly againſt Vſury. L- 

/ lexanderthe Pope doth ſtraightly forbidall Vſury, not only vatothe Clergy, bur alſo 
vato the Laitie.In the booke Sextus Decretalinm.Gregory the tenth Biſhop of Rome of 
that name,ſaith, Ve(being deſirous to ſtop the gulte or whirlepooles of Vſury, com- 
mitred,which doth deuoure ſoules,and vtterly waſteth wealth) do command vpon the 
threatnings of, Gods curſe, that the conſtitution of the later Concile ſer forth againſt 
Vurors be withour any violation at all, fully 8 wholly obſerued:and thereupona pro- 
hibition is made, That no Corporation, Colledge,or Vniuverſity ſhall let any houſe or 

dwelling place toany ſtranger V luror. 

| Ciuile Law: Baldxs the Civilian ſpeaketh bitterly againſt Vſurors in his booke of Councells, 
ſaying, That Vſurie is a gainful Piracy,contrary to nature,vpon the loane of any thing 

that conſiſteth vpon Number, Weight,and Meaſure. Bartolu ſaith, That all Vſurie is 

vtteriy forbidden,and offenſive to God and man': So doth Paxormitane, and diuers 0- 

thers learned inthe Ciuile Law. | | : 
riftotle, _ Ariſtatle inhis Politicks ſaith, That ſuch money as bringeth forth money through 

| vſury is anougly beaſt that bringerh forth monſters from time to time, ſuch as are not 

in nature, | 

The Romans being in their moſt flouriſhing eſtate, made a law by their twelue Ta- 
bles, thatno man ſhould put forth money vpon Vſury , butafter one in the hundreth, 
called Fen vnciarinm, whereas before that time, rich men might take at their plea- 
ſure. Afterwards it was ordained at the intreating of the Tribunes to take an ounce 
and a halfe,and that was thirty ſhillings in one hundreth pounds : after that it came to 
foure in the hundreth. called Triens:and laſt of all to fix in the hundreth,called Semif- 
ſis. And yet all thete alterations and diuerfities of ſuffering in Vſury notwithſtanding, 

Gexitizs Law, ONE Gernitizs a Tribune publiſhed a Law, That it ſhould not be lawfull for any man to 

; | bean Vſurer atany hand, orby any manner of means;and fo by alldeuiſes that might 
be, it was vtterly forbidden by dives Edias and Proclamations,which being often re- 
preſſed,did yet notwithſtanding breake out by wonderfull ſtrange means, VWheretore 
Tiberius Ceſar to remedy this enill,and that no V ſury ſhould be vſed, he cauſed a mar- 
uellous maſſe of money to be laid inbanke, tothe ſum of two millions and an halfe of 

, Crownes, being 500000 pounds Engliſh or ſterling, and tooke order that cuerie man 
ſhould have credit for three yeares without paying any Vſury at all, putting in ſuretie 

CornelizsTacie for the double value of that he borrowed, And Cormelins Tacitus (a renowmed Writer) 
ms. faith, Thecankerof Vlſury is an old venomous ſore, and thechiefeft head and cauſe of 

| rebellion and variance in Countreys and Common weales; and therefore it was alto- 
gether baniſhed in the 01d time, when leaſt cormuptionof life appeared amongſt men, 
| Lucallus ſo bated the exceſſiue dealings of the V ſurers,that whereas all Aſia was ouer- 
4 pho. 19h with Vſury,be cleered the ſame vtrerly from all Vſurers, And fo did Cate 1n 
icilta, 
Emperours; CAnthoninus Pins, Alexander Seutrus, Claudius Veſpaſian, Leo,and divers other Empe- 
rorsdid reſtraine the couctouſneſſe of Vſurors from time to time :; And the Emperor 
Charles the fifth (of late yeares) at an aſſembly ar Auguſta in Germany, did conclude 
with the aſcent of the whole Empire, That no manner of contract that had any fel- 
= lowſhip with Vſury ſhould be allowed , but rather that all Vſury ſhould be auoided 
for euer,and be never more vſed,and ifany were found to haue made any ſuch contract, 
the ſame man to forfeirtto the Magiſtrate or ordinaric Iudge, the fourth part of his 
principall ſumme. 

Philoſophers, Plato the Philoſopher warneth among other things, in his fifth book of Lawes, That 
andOratr%. nobody whatſoeuer he be, that will beare the faceof an honeſt man,do let out his mo- 
ney for Yſury or gaine, The like ſaith Cicero,and many other learned Philoſophers and 

Orators, as we baue noted of Ar;ſpotle. | 

| Law-giue, Sodiddivers Law-makers baniſh vſury,and vtterly ſuppreſſe the ſamezas Z:curgs 
| _ in Sparta among the Lacedemonians, 4mſss in Egypr,Solon in Athens, Sergius © _ 


\ 
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in Africa, being gouernour voto the Emperour Clandius, and divers others. So that 
V(urie is condemned and forbidden by the holy Scripture, the Imperiall Lawes, C1- 
uile and Canon Lawes;ancient fathers, Decrerals, learned Philoſophers;eloquent Ora- 
rors, Hiſtoriograpbers,and Law-givers. The conſideration whereofcauſed me (ſome 
yeares {ince) to write a ſmall * Treatiſe of the operation of Vſurie in Kingdomes, 
Srates,and Common-weales ; (hewing (although aliegorically) the effe&s ot it, with 
the ſix members ot every Common:wealth ; which are Clergie-men, Magiſtrates, 
Noblemen, Merchants, Artificers,and Husbandmen,by ouerthrowing the harmonica] 


gouernement of therd, by rob much inriching ſome, and by oppreſling and impoueri- 


ſhing ſome others, bringing the inſtrumene out of rune, whenas cuery member of the 
ſame ſhould liue contented in his VOCAatiOn, and execute his charge according to his 
profeſſion, whereby all things ſhould be governed in the beſt and moſt aſſured manner 


that can be denifed, and (as it were) ſeeking a kinde of certainetie in vncertaineties, | 


which is termed (Policic :) For all worldly and tranſitory things being mutable, ma- 
keth the world properly to conſiſt of diſcord and difſention, a very vncertaine ground 
to build vpon, and yet a certaine equalitie and concord ts required in euery well go- 
nerned 'Common-wealth, the Prince and gonernour hauing the diſpoſing both of the 
one and the other : Equaliric, concerning trafficke and commerce betwixt his domini- 
ons and other countries ; and Concord amongſt the embers of a Common-wealth, 
when euery member thereof doth line contentedly and proportionably in his vocati- 
on, Both theſe are.confounded by intollerable Vſurie, which is deſcribed vnder the 
invented hiſtory of Saint George, whereby our Sauiour Chriſt was prefigured, deliue- 
ring the Virgin(which did ſignifie the ſinfull ſoules of Chriſtians)from the Dragon, 
or Diuels power. So by the perſon of Saint George is viiderſtood the Kings authoritie, 
armed with the right armour of Chriſtians, who with the ſword of the Spirit of Gods 
moſtholy Word,explained and corroborated with ſeuerall other Lawes, ſignified by 
the Pybald horſe whereon he was mounted, did deſtroy the Dragon (VſurieFhauing 
two wings toaduance himſelfe, being Y ſua paliata, and Yſuraexpiicata, and his incon- 
ſtant taile Cambiam:; the Virgin or Kings daughter (being treaſure and monies) to be 
deuoured by his meanes and forraine nations: The allegorie whereof requiretha due 
confideration,and would it plaine rermesbe diſtaſtfull co divers. This Dragon brin- 
geth inequalitie io a Common-wealth by the meanesof his taile, wherein lieth his 
greateſt ſtrength; making the expences thereof ro ſurmount the revenues, In the cu- 
ring ofwhich diſeaſe, thoſe would be thotighr to be very fooliſh Phyſicians, thar by 
their medicine ſhould caſt the Body Politike of a Common-wealth into a more dan- 
gerous ſickeneſſe, Wherefore as the wounds ofthis Dragon (V lurie)are inueterated, 
ſo muſt he be dealt withall by degrees and lenitie,admirting him for the time(as moſt 
States and Gouernments doe) as a neceflarie euill, in tegard of trafficke and trade ; 
albeit that many V ſurers are like vnto Iewes, who thinke it lawfull for them to take 
any forfeiture, be it never ſovnequall and vnjuſt, any morgage, any pawne, nothing is 
amiſle for them, they are not affraid of that wenne which wee call Anatokiſmes,that is, 
Vſurievpon Vſurie : no, they dread not to take tenne vpon the hundreth if ir were for 
a weeke, 
The pretence of the Iewes is becauſe we are ſtrangers, as if we were all Canaa- 
nites, or ſome of the ſeuen Nations which were as well to be oppreſt by 
Vſurie, as to be rooted out by 7oſ#4h + but theſe mencan- 
not alleadge any thing in their defence; 
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CHAP, X| 
Of Vfarie Polithe, and eMoneys delinered at Intereſt. 


AN the precedent Chapter you may perceiue what Lawes and Prohibi- 
tions are made againſt Vſurie : and neuerthelefle the praftife of ir is 
moſt v{uall in many Kingdomes and Common-weales,and the Lawes 
are alſo made accordingly ; for this finne is rather in the conſcience, 
than in theaG, and therefore there is no penalty impoſed vpon it b 
L= by Gods Law. True it is that the Statute Law of England doth tolle- 
rate ten vpon the hundreth,and ſodo ſome other Lawes twelue and more : Bur the in- 
tent and not the rigour thereof, is to be weighed tor the clecring of Iuſtice, and the 
. preamble of rhe ſaid Statute Law inthe narrative part ſaith, That whereas Vſurie is 
againſt all Diuine and Humane Laws, yer tenne vpon the bundreth is tollerated tobe 
Taken for the yeare, which byway of torfeiture in the nature of a puniſhment may be 
ſued forby Law : but if there be neuer ſo lictle taken aboue the ſaid rate of renne vpon 
the bundreth for theyeare,the principle is loft and treble damages. = 
_ Theword Vſury was not ſoodious in times paſt, as it is now taken by the abuſe of 
—_ Vſury Politike, no more than it is in Vſury Naturall, and Vſury Spirituall : and my 
meaning is notto maintaine Vſury Politike inall reſpe&s,contrary to the opinion of 
Divines that haue the word of God for their warrant ; but the ouer- preciſenes therein 
may breed a great inconuenience to the Common wealth, The Law of God did not 
Catode Ruſtice, puniſh theft by death, but only by reſtitution ; and as Cato ſaith, VVhen a theefe was 
puniſhed to pay the double of that be;had taken, the Vſurer was alwaies condemned 
to pay foure times the value, T he lawes therfore are made according to thealterations 
of times, nature, condition, and diſpoſition of the people, and fimply to ſay that any 
thing taken aboue the principall is Vſury , is wonderfull tri&, valeſle you take the 
word Vſury tobe Biting, becaule the ſame is never hurtſull but where it biteth , and 
the matter of conſcience confiſteth in the nor getting of your debtor, and not in the 
raking of much or lirtle intereſt : The Vſury is greater therefore to take but twoor 
three vpon the hundrerh of one that maketh no benefit of the money, than to take ten 
or twelue vpon the hundreth of a Merchant, who maketh a greater gaine thereby, ac- 
cording to the holy Scripture,Pecuna non poteſt parere alienss negotiari miſerizs ; fratrem 
208 mordebis non muneraſuper innocentem,which was the cauſe that by the Lawes of the 
Romanes,be that tooke V fury of the poore was more puniſhed than he that took, nay 
than he that did ſteale from the rich : for no man is bound by law or otherwiſe admo- 
niſhed to lend mony vnto thoſe thathaue noneed of it , and there is on theother fide 
a conſciencetobevſed, if a man have gotten well by another mans money,and doth 
pay the ſameagain without any intereſt or profit. 

Alſo in caſe of intereſt taken it is conſiderable, Thatif I do lend money tohim that 
hath need, and can afterwards proue that for want of that mony I haue ſuſtained great 
loſſe, or if my debtor do break day with me when I look to haue it at the time appoin- 
red,and ſo am endangered to my neighbor for my neceſlary paiments,it 1s great reaſon 
that my debtor bearc my lofle, rather than I ſhould ſuſtaine harme or daunger for my 

Vſuricez denw- 200d will. And this is defined tobea gain ro be taken,ex damno habito,and it beingſo, 
no babito, in» js improperly called Intereſt, in defenceof Vſury.Inlike maner,if a ſhop-keeper lend 
TOE money freely to his neighbour till ſack a day, having then occaſion to vſe it at ſome 
Faire to lay itoutinwares,if he break rouch, the ſhop- keeper may In tuſtice Foe y- 
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benefit for his money. loiing the profir which he ſhould have had by the wares which 


he was hindred to buy,and this is raken for /#cr0 ceſſante: But in neither of theſe was an EZ {c'9 


intent 10n to deliver money at Intereſt. | 
Someare of opinion, Thar it is betrer for them to deliver their mony by exchange, 
and that therein they are lefſe ro be enill thought on,thanby dealirg vpon Vlury: Bur 
this differcnce conſiſteth oncly in che name; for they have both an intention oO. gaiue 
vpon mony, and do beare an aduenture forthe lofſe of their moneys:whereas the one is 
bound to receiue bur ten vpon the handrerthat the moſt,and the other doth expect hit 
reen Or twenty vpon the hundreth ar the leaft, onely in regard he beareth an adventure 
to loſe by exchange(which is very ſeldome:) bur till the intention remaineth, which 
ſhould be the ſureſt guide of conſcience totake away all countetteit pretences. 
The Venerians and others allow no Inrereſt ar all,but approue the benefic & courſe 
of excbange,although ir be aboue Intereſt. ve 
By the aforeſaid rules, Vſury is weighed ſtraightly inregard of Charitie, albeit ic 
may fall out otherwiſe that the borrower hath finned ; therefore in ſuch caſes circum- 
ſtances are to be conſidered, and then iudgement to be giuen accordingly, It I deale 
with a Merchant that maketh gaineof my mony with his trade and commerce,and is 
well able to pay me againe, being chiefly inriched by my means ; why ſhould notT in 
reaſon have part of his benefit and aduantage, when by my goods he is growne rich ? 
Suppoſe foure men are become partners;two dodisburſe large ſummes of money,and 
the other imploy their labour and induſtry to make (by lawtull rrade) a great benefit 
thereby, is it not reaſon that the other two (although they were idleat home) ſhonld 
haue part of the benefit 2 You will ſay, you hold this reaſonable, for it is no Vſirie at 
all : but theſe cwo men take ten.in the hundrerh for their mony;nay, then you reply and 
ſay, [t is Vſury, although cheother ewo had gotten thirty in che hundreth by it : How 
can this beabiting Vſurie ? But they baue norborne the aduentute of the Seas, but 
conditioned a cerfainty;the anſwer is, That they bauenotonly borne the aduenture of 
the Seas,but many other caſualties beſides,and in truſting them that had no means of 
their owne: Well therefore, fay you, l wil not deliver my mony but to rich men;herein 
you ſhew no charitie, and may be Jdeceined roo, for you know not what moneya man 
bath in his purſe ; fo that yourconſcience is till the fureſt guide rodire& you with 
pens the loadſtone doth the variation of the Pole. So much for particular per- 
ons. | | 
Now comming toexaminewhat the Kings of England haue done concerning V- 
ſjury,we find that both before the Conquett and after, Vſurie hath been baniſhed by 
ſome Kings, and by ſome other Kings it hath been collerated,according to the times 
and occa'1ons, | ; ED "A | 
King Edz.y before the Conqueſt,did vtterly forbidall Vſury 410did King Zdward 
the firſt, who did ſend our of this Realme, as well theItalian Bankers that came from 
Pope Gregory the tenth, called Curſin;, as all mannerof lewes, whodid mightily op- 
prefle the Realme. Toomir what other Kings hauedon we know thar Henry the eight, 
11 the 37 yeare of his raigne made a ſtatute, whereby noge were ſuffered co rake aboue 
ren in the hundreth vpon loane,ceither for wares or money:and this was repealed by the 
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Strtute of A».5. Edw.6. which afterwards being found againſt Policie was abroga- . 


ted, Sothe Statutes of Queen Elizabeth did fucceed which do tollerare the ſaid ten in 
the hundreth, which are of ſuch firength and-cominuanceat this preſent, that King 
Tames himfſe'fe is contented to allow the ſaid rate rothe Londoners for ſome moneyes 
borrowed of them ; wherein (as I ſaid before) rimeantaccafionsdoalrer things,and 
as the caſe for the preſent ſtandeth with England and forrein Nations,we have'Vſuries 
likea Wolfe by the cares, dangerous tobe kepr,and more dangerous toabandone the 
ſame; This Vſury being indeed exerciſedto the pooror to the rich, without reſpe of 


damageenſuing, becommeth intollerable': Buri caſe of Intereſt; when time'of pay- Where Viurie 
ment 1s negle&ed in the ſtate'of orphants in mutual hazard,or in hazard publike,fim- * *191abls. 


ply todiſallow it is to cur off all trade and commerce, or reparation of damages, and 
to goabout toremedie a miſchiefe withagreater inconuenience, 
TT MAY The 
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The Law of I»ſtin;an the Emperour,doth therefore moderate the courſe of V ſurie, 
which is much to be regarded,where the words are thus,as followeth. 

We haue thought neceſſary to make a generall Law or Statute rouching the quan- 
tirie of V ſurie, bringing the 01d, hard, and moſt grieuous weight of the ſame, toa cer- 
raine moderate ſtay or meane rate. Therefore We command thoſe Noble men that 
are Earles, or their betters, that they doe not makeany ſtipulation or firme bargaine 
by any manner of contra whatſocuer, great or lefle, for Vſurie or gaine to be had 
aboue fourg in the hundreth. Thoſe that are guardians or gouernours over handie- 
crafts men, or places where. Artificers doe worke, or elſe doe vſe any lawfull trade of 
Merchandiſe; We will that they ſhall moderate their ſtipulation, or firme promiſe 
taken in any bargaine to eight in the hundreth. And as for thoſe that do aduenture 
their goods beyond the Seas, and put out their ſubſtance vpon their owne hazard , 
ſuch may lawfully demand by firme promiſe to receiue twelue in the hundreth, and 
in no wiſe to take aboue that rate;although by the old Romane Statutes it hath beene 
lawfull to exceed. And We will that all other men ſhall take only fix in the hundrerh 

aboue the principall, and the ſame quantitie of exceſle in no wiſe to be enlarged in 
other contracts, where Vſuric is wont to be demanded without ſtipulation or coue- 
nant made : neither ſhall it be lawfullto the Iudge to increaſe the foreſaid taxation or 
rate made, by reaſon of the Cuſtome vſed in any Countrie, &Cc. | 
This ImperiallCiuvile Law, hauing a regard to the qualitie of perſons was duely 
obſerued, albeit the lender of the money could haue taken more, when the borrower 
would giue it to ſerue his occaſions, without this preciſe obſeruation of the qualitie 
of perſons. A-matter conſiderable now adaies ſince the Veſt-Indies haue beene dif- 
couered, whereby the currant of Monies 1s diuided into many Countries,and runneth 
Difference of alſo according ta.occ-ſions, and the Policie of States and Merchants. For the tolle- 
the me of 8 ration and permiſhon todeliuer monie at Intereſt,doth differ inthe rate in moſt coun- 
Vlarie..” tries, taking in one place more, in another lefſe, according to the Trafficke, and Mer- 

chants deuiles, -- : 
A Policie by In Poland, Licuania,Pruſha,and other countries adjacent, when they doe abound in 
plentie of corne, money is commonly very ſcarce, and the price of cornethereby much abated ; 
a atwhich time they will rather tollerate or proclaime the monies ro be inhanced in 
- price,ortobe delivered at intereſt after fifteene, twentie, and ſometimes twentie and 
five vpon the handreth for a yeare, or a leſſer time; hereupon preſently, great ſtore of 
money commeth fxom all places thither, which makeththe price of money to riſe. 
Afterwards when many ſhips are laden, and the fleet departed from Amfterdam and 

other places,then the intereſt beginneth to fall accordingly. 

In the Low-countries it is lawfull for a Merchant to take twelue vpon the hundreth 
for a yeare, and after the rate for the longer or ſhorter timewithin the yeare, But this 
rate may not be exceeded, vnleſſe it be vpon ſome conditions of caſualties or aduen- 
cure, 245+ ts 

The Romanes and Grecians:made a difference as hath beene noted, according to 
the Law of 7uſt;nian.But the taking of one in the moneth was moſt vſual, becauſe Mer- 
chants were the moſt lenders. And this twelue pro centum is to be ynderſtood alſo to be 

Intereſt ypow Intereſt vpon intereſt, wherein equitie is to be obſerued:: for this twelue pounds being 
Intereſt, delivered out againe vatoanother, is pro r4t4 as beneficiall as the 100 ® principall. 
Albeir in caſe of damage,wben matters between men are growne litigious, and depen- 
ding in ſuits, then the courts of Equitie will account the whole time for the forbea- 
ranceofthe mony,according to the yeres paſt, without any Intereft vpon Intereſt. _ 
Viiriea mex: = POlititians or ſtates.menareto haue a ſerious conſideration of the operation of this 
ſure ofmens Vſurie politicke,as a propertie inherent vnto mony,becauſe that according tothe rate 
co of Vſurie mendoe meaſure all their a&ions by trade and trafficke, or purchaſe, build, 
plant and bargaine in all things accordingly. And vſuric is ſo inherent,and doth pro- 
Thedecay of PErly grow with the decay of trafficke, as paſturagedoth increaſe with the decreaſe of 
— odor tiling. Whereuponthe following conſiderations are to be handled as matters of mo- 
a lure. ment, eſpecially in Kingdomes and Common-weales which haue no gold or filver 
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mines of great value, but abundance of forraine commodities teturned for the great 
plentie and quantitie of their home commodities, wherein the high continuall rate 
of Vſarie may proue more prejudiciall than the aboueſaid policie of Poland, Lirua- 
nia;or other countries can be beneficiall vato them. For we ſee that generally all Mer- 
chants when they hate gotten any great wealth with vs, leaue trading, and fall ro V \u- 
rie; the gaine whereof is eaſe, certaine, and great: whereas 1n other countries Mer- 
chants continue from generation to generation,to inrich themſelues and the ſtate, as 
we find divers renowned families in Germany, [taly,Spaine,and other countries. fo 

There was this laſt yearea Tra& againſt Vſurie preſented tothe high Court of Par- 4no 1621. 
liamenr of England, ſhewing the inconuenience of the high rate of Vſurie after tenne 
in the hundreth, in compariſon of the leſſer rate of fix in the hundrerh, taken in the 
Low-countries,where monie is fo plentifull:and vpon this difference is a certaine ope- 
ration of Vſurie noted to be predominant oner vs,both in our trade, and other affaires. 

Firſt it is alledged, that by reaſon of the high rate of Vſurie, not only rich trades- Rerſons 
men giue ouet trade;but a number of beginners are vndone and diſcouraged thereby, 2," 
their induſtrie ſeruing but to ihrich others,and begger themſclues. | Vſarics 

Secondly, that many trades themſelues are decayed thereby, becauſe they cannot 
affoord ſo great a gaine as ten inthe hundreth ; whereas if the rate of Viuriewere no 
higher than in other countries,they had ſubſiſted and flouriſhed Riland perhaps with 
as much aduantage to the publike, as thoſe that do bring more to the private aduen-. 
tures, which ought to goe together, or elſe the common good of the ſtate is ſeldome 
greatly aduanced. DEP EI | 

Thitdly,that by this diſaduantage betweene (ix afd tet in the hundreth, other na- 
tions, and eſpecially dur induſtrious neighbours doe out-trade and vnderſell vs, for 
they almoſt double the vſe allowed, which we cannot by paying ten in the hundrerh z 
whereby alſo all contributions to the war,works of pietie, and gloty, of State are bet- 
= —_— to them than to vs ; as alſo the buildings of ſhips or hiring of chem, and all 
other things. | | 

Foarthiyzhat aboue all the reſt, it maketh the land it ſelfe of ſmall value, cauſing 
the ſame to be ſold ſo good cheape, that mendo not ſeeke by induſtrie any more to 
1mproue them, which is plaine both by example and demonſtration. For we ſee in 
other countries, where the vſe of money is ar a low rate, lands are generally fold for 
thirtie,fortie,and ſome for fiftie yeares purchaſe, being the beſt aſſurance,and ſecureſt 
inheritance which men haue, and therefore bearing Killa rate aboue money, which 
would increaſe if therate of Vſurie did decreaſe: and conſequently labourers wages 
and other dependances thereupon, which are therein more atnply declared, the ſcope 
of all tending tohaue a moderation in the price of Vſurie, 

Hereunto are certaine objections alſoalledged, and theiranſwersto maintaine the ObicAions | 
rate of Yſurie at ten in the hundreth with vs in England ; albeit other nations rake to rhe inns 
bur foure, fiue, and (ix in the hundreth, or 6 =-which 1s called rent after the penny fix- rat of Viuriez 
teene for ſix times ſixteene,and one fourth maketh a hundreth, after the manner of the | 
Low Countries. : 

The obje&ions are few in number, Firſt, The long continuance of ten inthe hun- 

dreth and things are well enough. Secondly, That ſodaine changes are dangerous, 
Thirdly, That mony will ſodenly be called in,and the borrowers be much prejudiced. 
Fourthly, That mony will be harder to come by, and commerce much hindered. And 
laſtly, That Merchant Strangers money now going here at vie, will be carried away 
againe, if therate of Vſurie ſhould be called downe, Sa Lokehf 

The anſwereto the firſt and ſecond obje&ion is, That the ptaQiſe of Vſurie hath Anfrere ro 
not beene ſo generally vſed as it is now , when mens conſcietices are hardened vn- the obieRions,. 
co it, withour any ſcruple or indifferent conſideration,whereby as in bodies naturall, ſo 
1n politicke,diſeaſes grow by the rwo much or the too little of a due proportion in all 
humane a&tions. And the rule chat innouations are dangerous holds true, where the 
body naturall or politick is in perfe@ ſtate of health ; bur where there isa declining; 


there to make no alteration, is a certaine way to run to deſitu&ions oy 
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To the third, That money will be ſodainely called in, It maybe made or enacted, 
that the borrower ſhall baue two yeares time for the payment of the money he owerh, 
paying the Intereſt,and obſeruing ſuch cautions, conditions, and limitations as' may 
be thought convenient, 

To the fourth obje&ion, That money will be hard to be borrowed,it is well knowne 
that the high rate of Vſurie doth not increaſe in the quantitie of money (whereof ha. 
uing plenty)cauſeth commerce to flotiriſh, and if mony at intereſt were called downe, 
what will Vſurers doe with their money 2 They will not keepe it by them as a dead 
ſtocke,for either they muſt imploy it in trade, purchaſe lands, or lend for vſe at ſuch a 
rateas the Law will tollerate ; fo that herein can be no hurt. P 

To the laſt and weakeſt objeQion, concerning the money of other Nations deliue- 
red at intereſt here, it is demanded, Whether it be meete to haue them to feed vpon 
the Realme,and in proceſle of time to carry out ſuch gaines thereby by multiplication 
of Intereſt. For to men of vnderſtanding in caſting of accounts, it is plainely mani- 
feſt that a hundreth pounds managed at ten in the hundreth, multiplies it ſelte in ſe- 
uentie yeres (being the age of a man) to an hundreth thouſand pounds, and it is there- 
fore compared to the Butlers boxe: For euen as men when they are at play, feele not 
what they giue to the Boxe, bur at the end of Chriſtmaſle it makes all, or neere all 
gameſters loſers: ſo there are nor few which continue in vſurie, that are not ruined, 
And fo the ſaid Treatiſe corcludeth ten in the hundreth tobe biting V ſurie. 

But to apoſtrophate this diſcourſe, and to remedy rhe matter , L vs but procure 
tO haue plenty ot money really ix fpecie within the Realme, together with the meanes 
vied in other countries in the Jicu of monies; as the transferring or ſetting ouer of 
Billes betweene man and man, the paiments by aflignement im Banke without hand- 
ling of monies, and Letters of Credit, or Billes of Exchanges, as you may finde in 

this Booke declared, For plenty of money will notonely preuent, but alſo effe& the 
benefits intenred in the ſaid Treatiſe, making Vſurie todecreaſc in price, as in other 
countries where rbey are tolleratcd to take twelue in the hundreth; and yet monies 
ace plentifully ro bee had, at five, fixe, and ſeuen in rhe hundreth : Then will the 
Kings Cuſtomes increaſe, and Commerce flouriſh, Noblemens and Gentlemens 
lands bee improoued, Merchants and Artificers bee incouraged, young beginners be 
inabled, labourers finde quicke imployment, and Vſurers may haue land for theis 
monies. 
 Somewill ſay vnto me, conſidering the premiſſes, That to take tenne in the hun- 
dreth of a rich Merchant indeed, or of any other that buyeth lands, or maketh gaine 
by the money, is no biting Vſurie. Herein (to qualifie the contents of this andthe 
precedent Chaprer) I note two conſiderations for that purpoſe; albeit that it ſce- 
meth no Comma can bee made (as it were) from the higheſt Climate to the loweſt 
Center in regard of the litterall words, denounced by way of curſe againſt Vſurie : 
For if one the one fide, you will take all Texts of Scripture ſo preciſely as men doe, 


- without conſtruction , as tor example, Grue to every man that asketh of thee, Be alwaies 
glad, Pray alwaies, and the like ; and on the other fide, ſo little regard them by large 


Interpretations in taking great Vſurie, what confuſion and diſorder would this bring 
tothe Common-wealth > Therefore ro anſwere the queſtion, I ſay, That conſiderati- 
on beeing had in your particular, and the partie who made benefit of your money, 
there is no biting Vſurie commitred,and no hurt done, but rather mutuall loue 1n- 
creaſeth : bur if there bee conſideration had of the general, there is biting Vſurie 
committed, and euen vpon the poore and mechanicke people. For by your meanes 
(and others delivering Moneyes at incereſt) is the ſame incorporated intorich mens 
hands, whereby the meaner ſort of people can haue none to ſerue their occaſions, but 
at very exceffiue and abominable rates, and that vpon pawne alſo; For your delive- 
ring of Moneyes at tenne in the hundreth and vnder,doth enable them to take intolle- 
rable Vſurie of the ſaid moſt meaneſi ſort of people, as ſhall now be declared,where- 
by they do(as itwere) deuoure them ; ſo that in all Kingdomes they are prouided 
for, bur here and vacill that bee amended, your taking of tenne inthe —_— 
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_ before declared, is a biting vſury,although it donot belong vnto youto amend 


the ſame,but that Princes and Magiſtrars are to prouide for ir,For this is abiting,nay 
avery gnawing to the bones of your Chriſtian brother with whom you ought todeale 
mercifully. As-therearethree forts of dealings amongſt men, that is,Gifr, Bargainin 
and Lending ; foare therethree ſorts of men,the ſtarke Begger,the poore houſholder 
and the rich Merchant or Gentleman, To the firſt you ought to giue freely, not on- 
lyto lend freely, tothe ſecond you ought to lend either freely or mercifully,and not 
to feed vpon him with exceſſine vſurie:;bur with the third you may deale ſtreightly, 
and aske your owne with gaine;eſpecially when hee gaineth by your money ; viing in 
all theſe a conſcience with diſcretion, NW 
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Of intolerable Vſarie and Lombards. 


Af He apprehenſion of the continuance of intollerable vſury in-England; 
is able to ſtupifie a mans ſenſes ; conſidering the; ſame is ſo abhorred 
| of Heathens, Turks,and Barbarians,ir being an cuident token that our 
hearts are more than ſufficiently frozen ouer with the infenſ{ible yce of 
vicharitableneſſe, becauſe the cruell deuouring thereof may bee ſo 
RT cy prevented, And then V ſury Politike will not be biting. This in- 
tollerable Vſuric is effected by the Brokers ſelling old apparrell and houſhold ſuffe, 
which do take after diuers rates, but all of them exceſſively, they being the fitteſt in- 
ſtruments to receiue and buy ſtollen goods whereby all theeues are incouraged,accor- 
ding to the Prouerbe, 7f there were no receiners there would be few theeues, Moſt of theſe 
Brokers haue their Money maſters,to whom they pay. 20 in the 100,0r 15 atthe leaſt; 
for ſome of theſe mony maſters pay themſelues 10 inthe 100 vnto others,{o that one 
thing driveth or inforceth another, Like as in a clocke where there be many wheeles, 
the firſt wheele being ſtirred driueth the next, and that the third, and fo forth till the 
{aſt thar moueth the inſtrument that ſtrikes the clocke : or like as in a preſſe going in 
ata ſtraight,where the foremoſt is driuen by him that isnext him, and the next by him 
that followes him, and the third by ſome violent and ſtrong thing that driues him for. 
ward,which is the firſt and principall cauſe of putting forward all the reſt afore him ; 
if he were kept back and ſtaied,all they that go afore would ſtay withal. This is there- 
fore called cauſa efficiens.and ſo is Vſuric Politike, valeſſe the biring of it be hindered 
as ſhall be declared. h | 
The moſt faucurable extortion by V iurie vpon pawnes of ay mooueable thing, is 
aſter 6 pence for 20 ſhillings for one month oo; 2 8 daies, which isabout 3o inthe 109 
by the yere,and two pence for the Bill money of halfea crowne,or 8 pence,or 12 pence 
tor the Bill money of 20 ,which is more thanthe Intereſt, and this rate will be taken 
if itbe for onewceke that the pawne be redeemed againe;for the intent is alwaies ta- 
ken tobe for one moneth, And vnder colour of the Bil money, there is for regiſtring of 
the pawnes likewiſe exaion made ſince there was a regiſter appointed, whodoth not 
take knowledge of the 20 part of the pawnes,but what they will declare. 
Others do take 8 pence for the moneth or weeke, with the like allowance for Bill 
money and regiſtring,which commeth to aboue 5 o inthe bundreth. 
The vſual rate vpon ſmal things, is 12 pence for the week,or monthas aforefaid,a ad 
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this is fixtic in the hundreth,and with Bill mony aboue eightie;nay,there 4s taken the 
ſhilling penny by the weeke of the Fiſh-wiues and other women ſelling ſmall wares 
vp and downe ſtreets, which is aboue 400 vpon the hundrerh by the yeare, beſides the 
Bill mony,what this commeth vato indiuided ſmall ſums is incredible, This Bill is 
made to deceiue the Law, and the forme of it is z Bought of 1x a Stile one paire of 
ſtockings,one ſhirt,one band,and a hat for fiue ſhillings, witneſſe my hand the tenth 
of May 1622,70,4 Stile, And fince the Regiſter was made,much is pawned without ma- 


king ofany Bills : and not contented with this horrible extortion, they will let out for 


gaine many of theſe pawnes and ſo weare them out, or at leaſt take the forfeiture of 
them,being ſure to lend about the third and fourth part of-the value:By theſe meanes 
deuouring and conſuming the poore houſholder and mechanicall man, it being onely 
the remarkeable fin of oppreſſion by exaQion noted inthe holy Scripture, for which 
firſt world was drowned. 

This cauſed Polititians or States-men to admit the vie of Lombards intheir com- 
monyweale,to moderatethis intollerable exa&ionof Vſury,ſo called Lombards of cer- 
eaine Italians which came out of Lombardie,wherof Lombard. ſtreer yet beareth the 
name ſince Hezry the third his time, Theſe Lombards did take alſo extreame rates of 
20 and 25 vpon the hundreth,as the Iewes did,and of late yeres they haue bin(by pub- 
like authoritie)admitted in Lombards of the Low-countries to take after three halfe 
pence a weeke forthe pound of 20 ff, and one penny for the Bill, but not to be bound 
to pay for the moneth; which was alſo a greatrate: wherein they were compared vnto 
retailers of ſmall wares, as Chandlers, and ſuch like, which may ger 25 and 3o inthe 
hundreth vpon wares ſold by retaile:and theſe men were the retailers of mony,and had 
allowance accordingly,which in the Low-countries were almoſt in euery city, & paied 
for it an yearely ſunrofmony to the States, But now of late all this kinde of people is 
ou out,and thereare Pawne houſes, called houſes of Commerceereced , where the 

orrower paies but after 10 in the 100,and ſome allowance towards charges, vnder the 
ou = "i ofthe Iuſtinian Law, and this is declared to be done for the reaſons fol- 
owing. 

That the intollerable Vſurie committed by the Lombards migh be preuented. 

Thar the pawnes ſhould not be worne or vſed, but ſafely kepr, to beby them refto- 
red atall times, hauing menand women to looke vnto them. 

That the vſe of twentie ſhillings for one weeke is but one farthing + parts towards 
the paiment ofware-houſe and houſe roome, keeping of the pawnes,andentertainment 
of ſeruants wages,and others to manage the ſame. | | 

That almoſt the value of the pawne may be had thereupon, ifthe borrower will de- 
fire it one yearestime and fix weekes conſidered, with the charges : during all which 
time he may redeemethe ſame,and pay bur after the rate. Bur after the expirationof 
that time,then the pawnes tobe ſold ina publikeoutcrie by a ſworne O flicer to be ap- 


pointed by the- Magiſtrate : and whatſoeuer is made more thereof than the principall 


money borrowed and the charges, to be reftored vnto the party, or him that bringeth 
the ticket,or totheirheires, or within two yeares tothe Magiſtrates, if no man claime 
the ſame,to be diſtributed tothe poore, | 

That ſtolne goods may by theſe meanes be deteRed, and theeuerie decreaſe, and 
mens lives preſerued forthe good of the Prince and State. 

I hope no man will deny, but this is a commendable courſe taken for the comfort 
of the common people,that by intollerable Vſurie they be fotdeſtroyed, but as neceſ- 
farie members of the common-wealth, they may liue in their vocation and profeſſion. 
Surely the famous citie of London is worthy of perpetual commendation for the edu- 
cationof Orphanes. 

But ifan Orphane come to bean houſholder,and liueth honeſtly by his handie work 
and labour,and hath therby gotten a little eſtate of 30 or 40 @ in ſome yeres,and then 
being viſited with fickenefſe(wherunto all men are ſubje&)he is conſtrained ro pawne 
his goods er ſubſtance vnto theſe vncharitable people ; what a miſerable and{pirtitull 
thing ir is to ſee his poore Family vndone by theſe meanes (as itwere) in a __ | 
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loſing that which with great care, labour, and fiveat of his browes he hath been gathe- 
ring tor many yeares together>God is my witnefſe, that the conſideration hereot hath 
moued my ſoulewith compaſſion and true commiſeration which implyetha helping 
hand. For ir is now aboue twentie yeares thatT haue moued continually thoſe that 
are in authoritie,and others that haue beene, to be pleaſed to take ſome courſe to pre- 
vent this enormitie, | 

Some that God hath called, either 'void of charitie, or ſeeking Prinatum commodum, 
have beene remiſle to further the ſame,and for as muchas I am (in a manner)hopeles 
of any fucceſſe,and that ir behoueth me being ſtricken in yeares to number my daies, 
I thought convenient ropubliſh the laſt ProjeX and offer, which hath beene madero 
the ſame effe& two manner of waies, wherein I haue ſpent time, labour, and-.no ſmall 
charges in hope that hereafter it may do good to the publike, if ſore Diuine be mo- 
ved to further it. The firſt is accordicg to the manner of Amſterdam;to which end 


the ſubſtance of the petitionof honeſt and religious men his majeſties ſubjeas, is as | 


wa 


followeth. 

Firſt, that authoritie begiuen to A,B. toere Pawne-houſes in all convenient pla- 
ces of the realmes of England, Ireland, and the dominions of Wales, for and during 
the rerme of one and twentie yeares,vpon theſe conditions, 

Thar all perſon and perſons ſhall and may haue at all conuenient times monies 


vpon pawnes,of or vpon all moueable goods, chatrels, and leaſes, or any thing which | 


ſhall be agreed vpon,after the rate of ten vpon the hundreth by the yeare. 


That the vndertakers may be authoriſed or licenced to take for the attendance, la- 


bourand paines,recompence of Officers, and Seruants wages, houſe-rent,and all other 
charges incident thereunto,as followeth. 7 0s 

For regiſtring and keeping of all pawnes that doe amount to fiftie pounds or more, 
one farthing for euery pound by the monerh, | 

For all pawnes that do amount to ten pounds or more vntill fiftie pounds, for euery 
pound one halfe penny by the moneth. 

For all pawnes that doe not amount to 10 ®, for every pound one pennie by the 
moneth. 

For euery bill given for pawnes vnder tenne pounds, one pennie,and being of tenne 
pounds or aboue,whatſoeuer it commerh vnto,bur two pence, with ſuch clauſes, con- 
ditions, and caurions as ſhall be requiſite for the ſecuritieof the ſaid vadertakers, and 
agreeable with the Lawes of the Realme of England, paying vato the Kings Majeſtic a 
reaſonable ſum of money yearely,&c. 

The ſaid allowances are inferiour to the moderation of the Emperour 1#ſtiniaz his 
Lawes,and will be found very reaſonable,confidering,that by the tolleration of Yſurie 
politicke, men can deliuer their monies in very great ſams at ten in the hundreth free- 
Iy, and withour ſuch trouble. | 
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ding to the manner of Bridges in Flanders ; which is more pleaſing,but 
BY it is not ſo vniuerſall as the Pawne. houſes are, where great ſummes are 

” to bee had to accommodate Merchants and all men , to prevent the 
en generall 


Pawne houſes | 
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«gencrallabuſe : albeit it cannot bedenied,but that theextortion vpon the meaner ſort 


dE 


of people is more haynous and deteſtable ; which was the cauſe that by the Lawes of 
the Romans, hee that rooke V ſurie of the poore was more puniſhed than hee that did 
ſteale from the rich,as is before declared. 

In Italy thereare ortes pietatis,that is to ſay, Mountsor Bankes of Charitie, places 
where great ſums of monies areby legacies giuen for reliefe of the poore, to borrow 


 vpon pawnes and to pay onely after three or foure in the hundreth at the moſt to main. 


taine the officers, and to beare the charges of ſuch anereed Mount for euer, Butthe 
manner of Bridges, as aforeſaid, may be thought more reaſonable, paying the officers 
out of the contributions,which by their meanes may be much increaſed, according to 
the orders which are hereafter declared , for every man is willing togiue for the {up- 
preſſion of intollerableand adhominable vſury, The rich(that are charitably diſpoſed) 
will giue, becauſe vſurie politicke thould not be biting ; the meaner ſort of people 
will be contributarie, becauſe of the commodiouſneſſeof it, for who will notgiue ſix 
pence or twelue pence cuery quarter of the yeare, when hee may borrow a reaſonable 
ſam of monie without paying any vſe for it, for one yeare, or a longer time, accordin 

ro occaſians ? I am ſyre of moſt mens inclinations, by an attempt made of the realy 
hereof ſome yeares ſince: for (after the names takenof aboue 1500 perſons that were 
willing ta contribute yearely, and ſome Diuines and others that would lend freely 
"50 ®, r00 ©, or more for ſome yeares, and ſome 500 ®) I made an alphabericall Re- 


 giſter of them,which,was deliuered intothe hands ofa great perſonage,who(as it ſee- 


meth)was not wortliy of the honour thereof , but ro my remembrance it amounted to 
ſome 2000 # tor monies giuen and to be lent, and aboue 600 # yearely during the 
lines of the benefaRors ; ſo that no man hath cauſe to doubr of the colleionof a 
great ſtocke for ſo gadly a worke, ifauthoritie were had when this was done,'vpon the 
onely hope and ſurmiſe thereof: to the effeQting whereof, I will be willing ſtill rodoe 
my beſtendeauour, Now the orders are as followeth. 


<q Orders to be obſerued for the gouernement of the Mount of Charitie,conſiſting of two houſes 
within the Citie of London and the Suburbes thereof, and one houſe ar Weſtminſter ; where 
all men may borrow monies in ſmall ſums, withoat paying any vſe or loane for the ſame, vpon 
Pawne to be delinered for caution or ſecuritie of the ſaid monies, according ts the manner of 
Bridees in Flanders,andother countries, 


I Y fre om, Thatall men of what qualitic or condition ſ{oeuer they be (being 

TL deſtituteof mony) ſhall have monie at all conuenient times without paying 
any vſe or loane for the ſame,butdeliuering onely a pawne of any moueable thing,ſo it 
be not aboue fortie ſhillings at any ore time, vntilla competent ſtock be raiſed for the 
maintenance of the ſaid Mount of Charitie for cuer, 

2 Jtem,Whereas the ſaid ſtocke is raiſed, and tobe increaſed by meanes of chari- 
table and conſcionable perſons (which either doe freely lend monics without taking 
intereſt for the ſame,or do freely giue in monie and yearely contributions, according 
to their vertuous diſpoſition,which monies may in progreſſe of time amount to a no- 
table ſum(rhe Treaſurer generall therefore ſhall be a man ſufficient, andof honeſt be. 
hauiour,carefull roappoint ſworne honeſt men(vpon ſureties) to colle& the ſaid mo- 
mies, and for keeping of the pawnes, with their Clarkes and other attendants :and 
the Surueior of accounts ſhall be a man diligent and skilfull in accounts, all for the 
better incouragement of the ſaid charitable giuers and free lenders, for the aduance- 
ment of this charitable worke. 

Item, Wheras the like Houſe called Saint George,was heretofore erected at Ge- 
nova inItaly by nobleKnights bound in honor to ſee the people relieued from oppreſ- 
fon biting Vſurie and extortion, which by all vertuous Knights is ar all times appro- 
uedand commended; There ſhal be kept one paire of tables in euery houſe,containing 
the names of ſuch honourable perſons, and vertuous Knights as ſhall be yerely contri- 


butaries(by quarterly paiments) during their naturall lives, or lend any ſum yy mony 
| | gratts, 
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(gratis) fora titne, together with the names of ſuch well diſpoſed perſons as by their 
wils and Teſtaments dobequeath any ſum of mony for the maintenance of this pious 
worke, in perpetuall remembrance ofthe ſaid benefactors. EDS”. 

© 4 Ttem, That theifaid officers ſhall vſetheir beſt indeauours, by all good means to 
mouecall well diſpoſed and charitable perſons, tobe givers, lenders,and contributaries 
for the increaſe of the Jaid ſtock,eſpecially when men are viſited with fickneſſe, to the 
end that by their laſt Wills and Teſtaments, they may be moued to further this godly 
action for the continuahce thereof -for euer, | 

5 Item, That the Lord Maiorof London(for the time being)may haue yerely in- 
ſpecion of the colle&ions and accounts of the officers of the ſaid mount of Charity, 
ata day by him to be appointed; to fee the due execntionand adminiſtration of the 
ſtocke aforeſaid. | = 

6 ltem, Thatthe Clerkes and other officers in place, ſhall attend the ſaid houſes 
from fixaclocke in the morning,vntill eleuen,and from two of theclocke in the after- 

noon, vntill ſeuen, beginning(yerely)fromthe 25 day of March,vntill the laſt of Sep- 
tember ; and afterwards to begin bur at ſeuen of the clock in the forenoon, vponpaine 
to be diſplaced. 

7 Ttem,That no man ſhall offer to pawn any moueablething,hauing life,or being 
ſubie& to manifeſt corruption,or peſterable wares of great bulke; but only things of 
Wooll,Linnen, Silke,or Flax, Hemp,or Tow,and ſuch like,or Pewter, Yron, Braſſe, or 

-any other matter mettalineor minerall,or of Gold, Siluer, Copper,or Precious ſtones, 

8 qHtem,Thatall pawnes which ſhall be pawned,ſhall be taken as fold in open mar- 
ket or ſhop vpon the conditions following, with the conſent of the owner or lawfull 

bringer thereof; and ſo ſhall not be ſubie& to be recouered of the ſaid officers, by any 
| fraudulentdealings. | 

9 Ttem, Thateuery perſon if he will, ſhall receive the three parts of the value of 
his pawne ; that is to ſay, if the pawne be worth twenty ſhillings he ſhall haue fifreen 
ſhillings,and ſoafter the rate, provided ir do not exceed the ſum of forty ſhillings at 
any time,as aboueſaid. 

10 Tem That the ſame pawnes ſhall be ſafely kept for the time that the ſame ſhal 
be pawned,withour detriment or hurt, be it for one month, two,three,or more months, 
not exceeding the time of one yeare,without new licenſe had for the ſame. > 

11 Jtem,That the perſons which do pawn any goods as aforeſaid,either being ow- 
ner,or pur in truſt to pawne the ſame,ſhall declare their names to be entred inthe jour- 
nalsand other Regiſters,and bring an Avoucher (if there bee cauſe of ſuſpition rhat 
the parties are felons,or acceſſaries of felonie) in which regard the ſaid goods ſhall be 
ſtayed for 24 houres, to ſee whether any perſon doclaim the ſame. Too | 

12 Ttem, That every perſon which doth pawne any thing ſhall take a ticket con- 
taining the date of the time and yeare,and the ſum of mony lent, with the priuat mark 
of. euery houſe, thereby to redeenje his pawne at all times at his pleaſure. 

12 Ttem,That for the defraying of the rent of conuenient houſes, recompence of 
officers and mens wages,and other charges incident for the due execution of the pre- 
miſſes,cnery perſon borrowing a crowne or ftue ſhillings, ſhall giue for his bill ortic- 
keta farthing,and for cen ſhillings one halfpenny,and for twenty ſhillings one penny 
monethly,and for a greater or ſmaller ſum accordingly, vntil ſuch time that the ſtock 
bee encreaſed roſuch a competent ſum as may counteruaile the ſaid charges,and ſup. 
ply the neceſſarie occaſions or wants of the borrowers,to be declared hereafter. 

14 Ttem,Thatall pawnes which do lie aboue one yeare,beeing not licenſed to re- 
maine for longer time, ſhal be {old by a publique officer in open outcry euery quarter 
of a yeare,the ſaid officers to be appointed and ſworne by the Lord Maior of London 
forthe time being,or by two luſtices of the peaceat Weſtminſter,and the ſurpluſage 
of the monies which ſhall be made more of the ſaid pawnes than the mony lent there- 
upon (after charges deducted) ſhal be reſtored to the owners or known bringers of the 
faid pawns,or totheir heirs, adminiſtrators or aſſignes, within a monthafter ſale made 
of them, (vpon demand tobe made) and by defaulr of the ſaid heires adminiſtrators 

or 
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or aſlignes,to be deliuered within one yeare after;tothe ſaid Lord Maior, and Iuſtices 
of the Peace,and to be diſtributed (by their wiſedomes) to the poore, 

15 7m, It ſhall be lawful vnto rhe {aid officers,toreſtoreto the right, owner any 
pawne which bath beene feloniouſly raken, vpon ſufficient proofe made, if notice was 
given before the regeſtring thereof,and it notice was giuenafter the ſaid regiſtring or 
pawning,then to reſtore the ſame vpon patment of themony borrowed thereupon, and 
charges. Sik 54; YN 

I : Itew,It ſhall be lawful for the Treaſurer, Generall,and Sarueyer,with the con- 
ſent of the Lord Maior of London,or two Iuſtices of the Peace at Weſtminſter vader 
their hand writing (when the ſaid ſtocke is increafed toa greater ſumme than ſhall be 


. ncedfull for the maintenance of the ſaid Mount of Charitie)to giue ſome reliefevnto 


ſuch priſoners as are committed for debt in the ſeuerall priſons of their iuriſdicion ; 

be it either fortheir maintenance there, or (after they haue beene one yeare in priſon) 

towards the compoſition which they ſhall make with their Creditors, ſo as the ſaid 

Giftdonotexceed the ſum of ten pounds, towards euery 100 #, which the ſaid priſo- 

ro are indebted, if their good behauiour and likelihood to dowell ſhall deſerue the 
ame, 


DOnoderatis accepimus,gratis dams. 
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" Cray. xiuj, 
Of the true Calcilation of Moneys delinered at Intereſt, 


RN Hz Ac of Parlement concerning vſury made inthe 13 yere of Queen 
Elizabeth, declaring that V ſury is forbidden, and contraric toall Di- 
gNA uincand Humane Lawes;doth by way of tolleration admit,thatwho- 
= 4 ſocuer ſhal deliver his mony at Intereſt after therate often in the hun- 
TSS dreth for the yeare, ſhall only be indanger to loſe that ten in the hun- 
| dreth,if any man by information, plaint,or bil will ſue for the ſame:but 
if itbe aboue that rate,the deligerer of the money ſhall loſe the principall mony, and 
incur other penaltics;and this Statute may be pleaded in Barre,and is to be conſtrued 
againſt him direQly and indirealy, Wherefore all men deliuiring money at Intereſt, 
muſt be very carefull how they make their Contracs, becauſe many miſtakings may 
happen, for that all Councel learned inthe Lawes are not good Arithmeticians in the 
calculation of this 10 inthe 100, which is the ground of rhoſe Contracts ; infomuch 
that by the ſtri& rules of the ſaid Stature, the Contracts being found vſurious and 
to exceed the rate,are not only void zpſo fao, bur the principall & intereſt is alſo loſt. 
This Statute hath relation tothe A made by King Henry the eight, and the words be 
ineffeQas followeth. - 
None may haue,receiue,accept, or take for the lending or forbearing of his or their money,for 


one whole yeare,or for a longer or ſhorter time,or for a-more or leſſe ſumme,aboue the rate of tenne 
ponnd pro cent.yearely.z7.Hen,s. 


Foraſmuch as ſome men, accuſe the makers of this Statute to haue committed 


to theStature ſome abſurdity,it wil not be impertinent tocleere the ſame: The Starute(ſay they)g1- 


ueth abilitievntoa man, to take one way tenne pound ten ſhillings or more,for the vie 
of one hundreth pounds for one ycare, beeing delivered our for two yeares; and ano- 
ther way hee cannot take tenne pound fiue ſhillings and lefſe for one yere,bur be ſhall 


 bewithinthe compaſle of the Statute. But if they had a due conſideration that Time 


is properly the Iudge hereof, and that they could not make the ſaid Statute, mHROn 
y ; the 
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the limitation of a time cerrain,they would not finde any abiurditie therein,for it was 
impoſſible to make it otherwiſe more certaine. — q | 

To make this cuidently appeare, and of neceſhitie, Time 1s herein Efficient and A- 
Qiue, and the rate of 10 pro 100 poſitiueand paſſive , let vs ſuppoſe that you do deli- 
ver at intereſt one hundred pounds for three moneths after ten vpon the hundred, you 
may lawfully receive at the three moneths end two pounds tenne ſhillings for your 
intereſt, and continue the hundred pounds again for other three months by a new con- 
tract or agreement,and then receiue again 2 # 10, continuing 1n this manner for the 
whole yeare by foure ſcuerall agreement, whereby you do recelue three parts of your 
intereſt at ſeuerall times , which Intereſt you may putout alſoat Vſurie,and ſotake a- 
boue 10 pro 100, without incurring the danger of the Statute, becauſe your Agree. 
metits haue from time to time altered the propertie of the Intereſt money which you 
did receiue, and was begotten in time according to the Statute, and that which was 
before another mans, is thereby become yours,and thereof you may diſpoſeagain.Bur 
if youdo deliver out 100 # from the beginning for one whole yeare; then you canot 
haue but 10 # intereſt for the ſame,at the yeares end with your principall,for the pro- 
pertie of your 1o ® is not til then altred by your agreement. Thus 1s it with monies de- 
livered fora ſhorter time, 


In like manner is it for monies delivered out for a longer time ; As for example,one 


deliueredout an hundred pounds for foure yeares, for the which at the 4 yearesend he 
canreceine but 140 # : but if he had delinered out 100 # for one yeare,he may at the 
yeares end receiue 10 # for intereſt, and continue the 100 ® again for the ſecond yere 
by a new agreement, and then receiue another to #, and fo for the third and fourth 
yeare, Now whereas by reaſon of his ſeuerall agreements according to the time, hee 
hathaltered the propertie of intereſt mony, and receiued ro the firſt yeare, hee may 
put outagaine this 10 ® as his owne for another yeare , and ſo haue intereſt thereof 
20 ff, whereby he receiueth 11 # the ſecond yeare, which being putour the third and 
fourth yeare,will yeeld him accordingly in like manner for the ro ® receiued the ſe- 
cond and third yere, which will yeeld} him after the ſame maneraccordingly : fo that 
hee ſhall haueaboue 146 # being thus delivered our, the body of his ſum ſtill remai- 
ning whole, and being only diſtinguiſhed by Time,which maketh thedifference. A- 
gain, letvs ſuppoſe that the 100 ® were deliuered out from the beginning of foure 
yeares, tobe repaied by 25 # a yeare, andthe intereſt , it followeth proportionably, 
that the firſt yere he is to receiue 27 ® 10 ſthe ſecond yere 3o #,the third yere 32 # 
Iof,and the g yeare 35 #, which maketh all but 125 ®, addetothis the intereſt of 
25 ® received indedu&gion of his Principall three yeares before the time, which 1s 
7%10ſ.andof 25 ® more in like manner for two yeares, which is 5 #, and of 25 # 
more for the third yeare, which isreceiued one yeare before the time , which is 2 # 
1of.allis 15 ®, which together with the 125 ® maketh the ſaid ſummeof 140 ®, 
But when monies are repaied in this manner, as it were by way of anticipation, then 
the body of your ſurame of 100 & is diuided, and till time and intereſt muſt con- 
curre, for the intereſt is begotten by time, For you may not deliuer out 30o # for 
three yeares,tobe repaid 100 B yearely, and receiue the firſt yeare 130 #,the ſecond 
yeare I 20 #, and thethird yere 1 ro #, but you muſt receiue the firſt yeare x 10 ®,the 
ſecond yeare 120 ®, and the third yeare 130 &, becauſe you haue not forborne your 
mony for any longer time proportionably,according to your contra@t and agreement ; 
and the propertie of the intereſt mony isnot Fr; effecually, according tothe law, 
for 1o pro Cert. fora yeare is the Cubike root, which doth increaſe and decreaſe both 
wates accordingly. Yet ſome will ſay, Suppoſethat I haue 3000 # in money to de- 
liver at intereſt, are not my 3000 # worth 3oo ® at the yeares end, and may not I 
lawfully receiue that 300 ®, and any part of my principall, and continue thereſt for 
another yeare, and ſo do rhe like for more yeares > VVhodoubterh thereof? So thar 
you domake new contrads or agreements from yeare to yeare, whereby the propertie 
of the intereſt mony becommeth effeQually altred, according to the law,as aforeſaid, 
your mony from the beginning being deluered out but for one yeare. But you -” de- 
- 6 - -- > ETC . iner 
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liger your 3000 ® from the beginning by one ſole Contract and Agreement for ſixe 
yeares, to be repaicd yerely by 5oo #,and recelue 550 # the firſt,that is ro ſay 300 # 
for; your intcreſt,and 2 50 # for part of your principall,as it may be conſtrued againſt 
you, then do you incur the danger of the Statute, For in this (which is for a more 
| ſum, anda longer time) there 1s the like reaſon as there is with a leſſe ſum and a ſhor- 
tcr time, as by the foriner example is declared. 

And as there is more gaine ivhen mony is delinered out for three moneths, or lefſe 
time,and ſo continued from time to time within the yeare, than when money is deli- 
uered out for one yeare, fa is there more gaine when money is delivered out for one 
yeare, and continued by new agreements from yeare to yeare, than when it is origi- 
nally dceliuecred out for fixe or more yeares, agreeing with the rule of Geometricall 
deliniation, and Arithmetical proportion. fa 

And the rule Quadrant, or the golden rule of Arithmeticke proueth vnto any man 

Thecule of vnderſtanding, that in calculation theſe foure things muſt concurre: firſt, you may 

Quadrant: fnde outby your intereſt mony and the time, after tenne in the hundred for th 

Principal yy : y © me, nn nared for the yeare, 
what the ſum was which was deliuered at intereſt : Secondly, at what rate according 


_ ro the time ſuch a ſum was delivered : Thirdly,the time for which it was delivered at 
Time: ſucharate. And laſtly, whar the intereſt mony was for the ſum delivered, accordin 
Intereſt. tothe time ; andall cheſe (Poſt inany one ſum forall) will manifeſt the deliueric of 


an hundred pound for one whole yeare of twelue ordinary months,after the rate of ten 
inthe hundred, if it be ſo delivered out : for by inverting, poſt-pounding, and ſuppo- 
ſing all muſt produce theſe juſt and poſitive ſums, whereby you may be aſſured whe- 
ther you terme your money deliuered out, according tothe art and rule of Arithme- 
ticke, the principles whereofare infallible,or whether (beeing deceiued therein) you 

haue vnawares madean vſurious Contrac,as many do ignorantly.. 
The Civilians, eſpecially Benverwuto Straccha, termed thoſe which we call Auditors 
Auditorsor or Accountants, Calcelateres, which indeed are to be very iuditious in matter of Ac- 
Cakulators. ount,as Skilfull in the accounting, able by poſitions to finde out hidden ſums; for it 
fallethourt many times in Princes accounts,that ſums are named which haue relation 
to other ſums, and muſt by ſuppoſitions be found out, and can be done as they ſay Cal- 
culands, For example, a ſum of mony is delivered out for three yeares,cuery yere to be 
pane, whereof the firſt ſum ( Poſfpts) is 500 , and the fourth or laſt ſum is 665 ® 105. 
etween theſe two you are to finde two ſums proportionable : multiply 500 ® with- 
in it ſelfe is 500000; with this multiply the 665 # ro {f of the produR, rake your 
Cubike root is 550 for the ſecond ſum; now to finde your third ſum multiply 665 10 
with 550 is 73200. Your Quadrant root is dium betweene 2 and 4, being 605; 
and ſo you haue your ſum,and the intereſt you find tobe 10 pro cent, The like for fiue, 

ſix,or more ſums,which by Geometry is yet more caſie. 
So we finde that for matter of diuifion,to reduce millions of Malvadies in Spaine 
Reduftion of into ducats without much diuifion by 375 Malvadies for the ducart, and then the ſhil- 
Maluacie*"- ings and peniceof Ducars made in Bills of Exchanges. Take <part of the ſum, and 
Prillings and the ouerplus if any be, put it downe for ſhillings and pence, thenin like manner take 
pence. = of that ſum, and again=of that ſum,and laſtly of that ſum, beeing + deriued from 
=; and you haue your ducats,ſhillings,and pence of ducats in7z #ratto,as the Ita- 
lianfaith : In like maner diuide by allthe numbers contained inthe ta- 
ble of Multiplication, for 42 take +and =, for 63 take | 
and - part,and ſoofall the other ſums ; 
for ſix times 7 is 42. 
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CHAP, XV]. 


Of Various Contratts. 


FR Need not to make double incalcation againſt vſurie, for the Civilians 
282! haue bin ſo preciſe inthe deſcription ot vſurious ContraQs, which D* 
7: K| {ſor hath noted, that it is hard for atiy Merchant to eſcape the cen- 
{1 ſurc of being an V ſurer, albeit not in danger of the Statute; which is 
W2 very neceſſarie for all Merchants totake notice of. But he concludes, 

+ Tharwherethereis no lending there can be no vſurie : wherein he ma- 
keth a diſtin&tion between Mutunm, Locatio,and Commodatum , declaring Mutuum to 
be where my goods are made thine, Locatio, where a thing is put forth or lerten to hire, 
the propertie ſtill remaining in the owner, who beareth the aduenture thereof ; and 
Commoaatum,tO be a letting or lending,withour alteration of the property alſo bur free 
without any gain at all, where for hiringa gain is taken; and ſo he makes adeſcription 
of Yſurers, it they deale in manner following. 

If any commoditie be ſold vato any man,who buyeth the ſame by means ofa Bro. 
ker,or otherwiſe, tomake a ſhifr, and to ſell the ſame inſtantly ro make motiey of, to 
ſupply his occaſions, loſing thereby (as he muſt of neceſſitie) the ſeller of this Com- 
moditieis an Vſurer, In this caſe,if it be proued that the ſaid ſeller doth buy,or cau- 
ſeth the ſaid commodities tobe bought again dire&ly or indire&ly , the Statute a- 
Sainſt yſurie will take hold of him,and that very iuſtly, | 
Ido borrowofa man 100 & for three moneths, promiſing togiue his wife a Satin 

gowne, oran ambling guelding,hereupon he forbeareth his money for many monerhs 
more without intereſt, it is Yſurie. 

I do binde my land (worth 2o # per aunzm) toa man for an hundred pomnee in mO- 
ney fora yeare, and do not paſſe it by bargain and fale, if rhe Creditor dotake the re- 
venues and his principall, it is V ſurie. x 

Beit thata man lendeth 100 #® freely, and hoperh aſſuredly to haue ſome thanke- 
full recompence at the yeares end, this is Mentals V ſura. 

What if one lend mony in hope to get an office, this is alſo Vſurie, 

If one lend a man mony for a certaine time; becauſe the ſame man ſhould ſpeake a 
good word for him, or do him a certain pleaſure, ic is aruled caſe, That forſomuch as 
a covenant 15 paſt, it is vſurie. 

I do lend you one hundreth pounds, that you ſhall doas much for me when I ſhall 
demand it of you, this is vſurie,becauſe a Contra is fimply madewithour any addt- 


t10n of time appointed, whereas if he had asked.ſo much ar the yeares end,then it had 


becne no Vſurie, but permutation, when one good turne is done for another, and the 
time knowne certaine. 

A Lorddoth lend his tenants mony,with this condition, That they ſhal plough his 
land; if hedonot pay them for their labour bur with the v(&,it is vſurie. 

I would borrow,and one ſelleth me wares for morethan they be worth by thehalf; 
the ſeller is an Vſurer. | 

I do fell commadities vnto a man for fix moneths, at a reaſonable price, and afrer- 
wards he payeth me inready money, deduQing the intereſt for the time after the rate 
of ten inthe hundred,this is yſurie. "Rac 

The father in law lendeth hjs ſon a ſum of money,and taketh in pawne the poſleſſi- 
on of the dower; and converteth the fruits thereef tohimſelfe for the loue of money , 
this father in law is an Yſurer. 

I dolend an hundred pounds to my friend for ten yeares freely, not to pay a penny 
of gain all that rime it either of vs dodie: but if "4 both live rogether till that ons 

H | then 


DoRar wilſon 
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thenhepay to me after twelue pound in the hundreth for ten yeres paſt;the law ſaith, 


— I 


that the peril which may happen doth not excuſe me from ſitne,but I am an vſurer,for 
the time is not proper, - . 

A Merchant lendeth to a Corporation or companie 100 #, which corporation had 
a grant by ſtarute,that whoſoeuer lendeth ſuch a ſumme of mony,and hath a childe of 
one 7yeare,ſhall haue for his childe(if it live to x5 yeres of age)500 # of money:but 
if the childe dyc before that time, the father to lole his principall for ever. The law 
ſaith,1t 1 lend purpoſely for gaine,notwithſanding the perill,l am an vſurer. 

I know an honeſt Artificer oweth toa Draper 40 ® to be paid at ſix months, I come 
tothe Draperand ſhew him, if he will rake 3o ® in hand, Iwill pay ſo much forthe 
Artificer if he will turne the debt ouer vato mee ; herein I am anvſurer in ſeeking to 
anticipate the payment, hb. 

One buycth a pay of three or foure hundreth pounds,deliuering 15 f, foreuery 20 


Para Paliate f5,Þere IS a cloaked lending vnder the colour of buying,and therefore viurie called Pal- 
vUſure Expli- liata,for he did hope for gaine. | 


I dobuy a mans bilof 100 ® due three months hence, and giue vnto him in preſent 
money 95 # ; here,although a bargaine and ſale ſeeme in ſhew, yet it isa lending, and 
therefore Vſury. 

I dobargain with ſome to haue ſo many Oxen & Kine within foure months ,tobaue 
them better cheap paying the money before hand; this is V ſury if the parties had not 
Oxen or Kine at the time. | 

I do buy certaine Geldings to haue them delivered at a certain Faire,for leſſe than 
they were worth;I am therein a V ſurer,if 1 be ſure that they will be more worth at the 
time of the deliverie, 

I doedeliuer old Wheat to receiue new , if I do deliver the ſame for gaine, and al- 
ſure my ſelfe of benefit, I am an Vſurer, | 

I do feare the fall of money,and therefore do deliver my money to another man,ta 
have as much at fix months after,accordingas the mony was then currant whenl paid 
it; this is V ſury. | 

I ſeeke an office, which I cannot haue except Ido pay a certaine ſumme of money ; 
to auoid this payment, I do lend for two,three,or foure yeares, a groſle ſum, becauſe I 
will not pay the ſaid money,in ſo doing is Vſurie. | | 

I dopawne an houſe with an orchard forcertain money,the creditot hath the bene- 
firof my ground and houſe, he isan V ſurer. 

A Gentleman hath a Mannor ſtocked with 3 o milch Kine,and 700 ſheep,valued at 
300 markes or thereabouts, as they are then to bee bought and ſold ; this Mannor he 
would let out with the ſtock for 10 yeres,to receiue the old rear of his Mannor & zo # 
yearely beſides forhis ſtock,and at the ten yeres end,either to have at his owne choice 
his cattell of like goodnefſe and value as he did let them out,or elſe 200 # in money. 
Here there is firſt a lending,becauſe the Farmour hath property in the cattel,and may 
alter them as he liſt for his beſt auaile, paying his yegrely rent for them, and reſtoring 
ſo good cattell at the ten yeares end as he 8.0 received. Againe, he muſt anſwer the 
cattell at the ten yeares end,and pay rent yerely for ten yeares,although the cattelldie 
all thevery firſt yeare. So that this Gentleman (ſeeking his certaine gaine and princt- 

pall to be ſafely returned vnto him,is a Vſurer colourably. 

Laſtly, to deliner money by exchange vpon Bills of Exchanges, intending any 
caine thereby any manner of waies is Vſury,and all the premiſles are vſurious acts,al- 
though many not in danger of the Statute, 

Now divers Merchants and others will ſay, That then there is nodealings between 
man and man, and all Trafficke and Commerce is ouerthrowne : For(ſay they)herc 1s 
nothing excepred, wherein any man can deale, and all other Nations doe continually 
maintaine their Negotiarion and Trafficke,by delivering moneyes at Intereſt and by 
Exchange, and will not be ruled by our particular dire&tion in the courſe of trafficke : 
hereupon letvs alſonote what lawfull contracts aregbefore we conclude, es 
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CuaP. xv. 
Of lawfall Bargaines and Contralts, 


#2) haue already noted wherea than may take a benefit for his mone 
P two maneroft wales, which is ex dame habito, where he hath ſuſtai- 
&/[©2 ned aloſle, or ex /ucro ceſſante,where his benefit or profit hath beene 
—\ taken away or preuented tor thewant of his mony,which he might 
Re.) hauc beſtowed in ſome wares to furniſh his ſhop at conuenicnt 
Ma time, and inboth theſe the party is not ARiue but Paſte. 
EVEaAY Idobuylandof my friend fora certaine ſum ne of money, and 
of like value to the land, with this condition, if he bring me the money againe at any 
time, he ſhall have his land againe , I being lawfull owner of this land by bargainand 
ſale, may ſafely enioy the fruits and rentsof the ſame lands without any ſuſpition of 
Vſury. 

Another commeth to me,and would borrow a thouſand pound in gold.,and as much 
Plate for a ſhew to declare and ſer forth his wealth the more tothe world when it is 

ſeen in his ſhop , inthis caſe I may take V lvrie; fn Ns 

An Apothecarie lendeth tothe Phyſician 100 ® the yeare freely, becauſe he ſhal} 
ſend his Bils of Receits to him and ronoother, this 1s no Vſury, | 

I dobuy Timber, Bricke, or Stoneof a man ro deliver the ſame at ſuch a place, at 
ſuch a time,and to pay him for the ſame, I do borrow ſo much vpon Vſurie, if the ſaid 
man donot performe with me in delivering the ſaid Timber,Bricke or Stone, yet is he 
bound to pay me that Vſury truely. 

A Corporation taketh roo # of a man, topay him eight in the hundreth during 
his life;this is no Yſurie, and ſo for all annuities during life, for the principall is neuer 
ro be reſtored againe. DE oe es 

A mightier manthan my ſelfe, withholdeth through force a portion of land from 
me,[ am loth totry the law with him,becauſe he hath the law in his hand ; and I offet 
to lend him 500 # for a yeare or two treely,ſo that I may haue mine owne without fur- 
ther trouble or vexation : this is no Vſury becauſe I receiue but mine owne quietly. 

I doborrow 100 for a yeare promiſing at the yeres end to lend another too # for 
it,for the ſame time; this is Permuration, 

I rake the perillvpon me of the carriage of a great maſſe of money; may lawfully 
take portage money for my pains,and this 1s no Vſurie, : 

I am ſurety for one, & pay the debt, paying V ſurie for the ſame mony;the principal 
debtor for whom I was bound, is bound ro pay vnto me the V ſurie,and the patment vn- 
tome 1s no Vſurie,for I receine but mine owne, DEL ab 

A wan by Teſtament granteth a Lepgacie,and willeth his ſonne to pay the Legacie, 
and ſo much(Nomzne pene) for not paying it : the Law ſaith, The Teſtator may charge 
his Exccutors or heire vnder a penaltic to pay his Legacie, and the ſame is no Vſurie : 

Burif the Teſtator ſhould fay thus; I will that my ſonne or Executor ſhall pay 
for euery moneth that they are behind hand ſo much, and ſo from monerh tomoneth 
till itbe payd, This is Vſury ſay the Lawyers, becauſe the time is mentioned and pei- 
ned : wherein Baldws is abſolute. 

The concluſion of all the premiſſes is moſt in things Paſſive ; and buying afid ſel- 
10g its lefr only between men with certaine cautions. 


Sayling thus daungeronſly berween the two rockes of Syllaand Charitay, with the 
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great tempeſt about Vſurie, looking that the bright and fortunate ſtarres of Caſtor and 
Pollyx ſhould appeare to bring a calme in deteſtation of all Vſurie; Lo, an vniuerſall 
and perpetuall princely contra of Commerce is brought forth, grounded vpon traf- 
fique and vſurie,yerwith areligious care to preuent the biting vſurie vpon the poore 
and honeſt houſholder, andtobe ameans tomaintaine peace through all the whole 
world in matter of Traffique and Commerce : notwithſtanding the ſeueral and parti- 
cular quarrels and differences betweene Princes, which is very conſiderable and admi- 
rable. | 


CHAP. XVie 


Of the wninerſall and perpetuall Princely Contra# 


of (/ommerce. 


2 Heparticulars of chis princely Contra of Commerce (being compi- 
SI ISR lcd by certaine Politicians of diuers nations) was exhibited vnto the 
ga Kings moſt excellent Majeſtie,in the yeare 1 608,by a priuat Gentle- 
G29 man,inthe Dutch congue,and commanded tobe deliuered vato me, to 
cranſlate the ſame into Engliſh : ButI found the originals to be in La- 
tine and [talian,and partly in French,as it had been propounded in di- 
uers countries vato other Princes which had ſubſcribed thereunto, intending to have 
kept a copy of it ; but onthe ſudden being depriued thereof, I did inſtantly ſet downe 
the ſubſtance following of it, to the admiration of the Gentleman, and contentment 
of ſome of (then) my honorable friends, And becaufe it is not like that it ſhould 
come to any vniuerſall concluſion, have thought conuenient ro make the ſame pub- 
lique, manifeſting thereby, that Vſurie politique is like to continue in all Countries. 


To the end we may therefore preuentbiting V ſurie vpon the poore, by the charitable 
means of pawn houſes or Mounts of charitie,as aforeſaid. 
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« Subſtance of the ſole vniuerſall and perpetual Coxtrat# of Commerce, or vnited Societte of 
Knighthood to be made betweene all Princes ,and one priuat perſon, for the ſurer maintaining 


of peace among Ft Chriſtians,and mere of Traffickand Trade through all the world, groun- 
ded upon jus Gentium, by the Articles following, 


He Contra&or Couenant to be made with ſeuen qualities of perſons, Emperors 

Kings,Princes, Archdukes,Earles, Knights, and Gentlemen, among which ſome 
Merchantsare compriſed, inall notexcceding the number of an hundred perſons,with 
the Poore to bereckoned for one,as being ſo many Stakes,wherein Seigniories, Com- 
monweales, SOCieties,and Orders ſhall be accounted for one alſo. 

Euery ſtake tobe from 2 5 thouſand crowns of 5 ff ſterling, vatillan hundred thou- 
Jand crownes a ſtake ; wherein Emperours and Kings may not exceed three hundred 
thou [ans crowns ; Dukes,Earles,and Commonyweales two hundred thouſand crowns 
a perſon. 

No man to be aduanced to this Societie but for his deſerts or wealth, or for both ; 
wherein but one of the kindred to ſycced the father, or the neereſt of conſanguinitie 
by default of ſonnes. 

The perſons in euery kingdome (beſides the Prince) to be two or three of the No- 
bleſtor greateſt in gouernment, euery one a ſtake, and the maſter of Counting houſes 
fora ſtake ſcruing grat/s,or ſome other Merchant, TO Theſ 
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Theſe houſes of Exchanges to be in all places of peace or ſecuritie, andin all other 
places,as-it were dangerous to be gouerned and ſerued by correſpondeticies , which 
may be in number ſeuen or nine to one ſtake,and ſo augment their ſtocke by their cre- 
dit and means accordingly ; receiuing a proportionable gain of the benefit. procured 
by their imployment, without any other vie of conſideration for their monies, 

The monies delivered to this focierie for the ſtocke, to remain for euer by way of 
donation, only the reuenue yearely from time to time to be paied to the parties, their 
_ or next of the bloud,or to their lawfull Aſſigne, or by defaulc (after a time) to 
TNC POOTE; bet ol 

The perſons aduanced by deſerts , and without money brought in, ſhall for theit 
ſtake,or ſo much as is wanting (within the time limited) allow ten in the hundred,vn- 
cill the ſame is raiſed by the-gain,which is offered by foure or five years reuenue to be 
done, or by deductionof fix and one fourth part per annum. 

No man for any criminall offence ſhall by way of forfeiture loſe his ſtake, or for 
any miſdemeanor binder his poſteritie toenioy the revenue thereof bur loſe his voice, 
wherein euery manisequall, And moreouer, forſomuch as the ſacierie may be hin- 
dered thereby,detalcation (by ſuſpence of payment) ſhall be made, vnrill reparation 
made thereof vnto the ſaid ſocietie at their pleaſure. ; 

No Executor, Adminiſtrator, Surueyor, Curator,or other perſons or Aſſignesareto 
meddlewith the premiſſes : but for want of iflue or ob zzteſtato falling vpon children 

vader yeares,or women, to take the accounts and reuenues according to the rate of 0- 
thers, without any other accountto be made. | 

All controverſies ariſing between them of the ſocietie for matter of traffique,tobe 
decided by the Maſter of Counting-bouſes,with their Counſel of Aſſiſtants robe ap- 


pointed vntothem, without any appellation or remoue to any other court or juriſdi-- 


Aion wharſocuer. | 

The preſeruation and afſurance of the ſtocke and credit, is by the authoritie and 
confirmatiog of Princes and Commonweales ; whonotwithſtanding particular diffe- 
rences are generally inclined tomaintaine Trafhique , as the ſoule of their wealth and 
eſtates ; ſo that the ſaid authoritie (becauſe of the proteCion thereof, by the Law of 
nations) ſhall be corroborated for the defence thereof, by their aſſociation vnder their 
hands and ſeales, in vnitie of couenant (with one priuat perſon of the qualitie hereaf- 
ter declared) in feuen tongues, whereof every Prince in his owne language for ſub. 
ſcription, is once to haue precedencie,and after that without any ceremoniall or poli. 
tique obſeruarion to be vied indifferently. 

Towhictend the ſaid Princes and Potentates are to renounce all Lawes,Priuiled. 
ges,exceptions or immunities, of what high nature or dignitie ſoeuer tothe contrary, 
and to make approbation of this Contra@ by their Parlements or higheſt Court of 
juriſdi&jon,in the beſt manner that can be deuiſed. | 

Euery perſon of this ſocietie to be free and exempted of all Impoſitions, taxes,cu- 
ſtomes, ſubſidies, lending of monies any maner of waies,or any charges;asallo maſters 
of the Counting houſes, which ſhal not be permirred toexetciſe any traffique or trade 
particular, but muſt wholly apply themſelues to this buſinefſe, with ſuch allowance 
and order as is preſcribed vnto them. 

All worldly things being ſubie& to mutabiliry,euen the greatneſle aud ſuperiority 
of Princes, which may happen to bedepoſed fora time, and afterwards to bereſtored 
againe; It is prouided, that of the gaines of the three parts allotred rothem forthree 
ſtakes in this couenant, the two ſhall remain tothe Crown,and the third to the prince, 
vntil he be reſtored again or dead ; which is only to rake place inall hereditary king- 
domes. | 

The ſaid ſocietie therefore not to purchaſe any land for the Generalitie, to indan- 
ger Princes eſtares, but only for their particular,as occaſion ſerueth, 

Models or Medalia to be worne by the ſaid hundred perſons of the ſocietie, & the 
| Maſters of Counting houſes,only with emendation and augmentationot their armes, 
andby their ſucceſſors, vpon true regiſter and acknowledgement tobe made _ k pt 

thereot. 
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thereof, The ſaid Models'to contain on the one fide the world concatenated together 
vndera Crowne Imperiall, affiſted of the perſonages of Proſperitie, Honour, atid Mer- 
cie, inuironed round about with two incloſed hands and armes of Faith and Creditzand 
on the other ſide the like,with a Croſſe and inſcription, He doth crowne his own works in 
vs, All which perſons ſhall be made noble Knights of this Order accordingly, with 
certain other adriosen (hall be thought conuenient,as,By Faith and Credit it ſhal 
ſubſiſt,or the like, 

The aforeſaid ftocke and credit to be imployed by the ſaid Maſters of Counting- 

- houſes,and aſſiſtants in fiue ſeuerall matters, by Exchange, Banke, Mount of Charitie, 

Menſa arzentaria,and houſes of vendition without any aduenture or lofle,according to 
al inftrucion, ſhewing the benefit and commodiouſneſle which will arife thereby to 
all eſtates, for the preſeruation and augmentation of Honour and wealth ofthe Rich, 
relicfe of the poore, and welfare of the Commons in generall,hauing ſome gratuities 
. beſtowed vpon them. (ok 

The priuat perſon (with whom all the aforeſaid parties are to covenant) is to be ge- 
nerall Maſter ofall the Counting houſes, and only to keepe a generall booke of Ac- 
count, without any adminiſtration of the ftocke, or to meddle in any trade of Mer- 
chandiſe, but to haue the honor of knighthood, with a large allowance of charges,cx- 
pences had and to be had for toentertaine all the parties and correſpondencies which 
might reſort ro the places of his habitation: to which purpoſe hee muſt be prouided 
of a ſtately houſe,with all conuenient things neceſſary,and many ſeruants, meſſengers 
and Poſts,with the gains of 1 00000 crowns, that he doth furniſh by many allowances 
and other means,tothe ſatisfaction of all the parties, according to a particular agree- 
ment,wherein the vnited Low Prouinces are named the chiefe place or Rendevous of 
this negotiation or intended contract, whereunto diuers countries haue condifcended. 

, The authors of this proje& (vader the ſaid priuvat name) do defire for the aduance- 
ment hereof permiſſion to execute the ſame, ſafegard to be proteRed from all injuries 
and to repaire all damages which might be don vnto them in hoſtile or peaceable ma- 
ner, freedome of all taxes, and aſſurance for their perſons and goods, according to an 
inſtrucion, 

To which end the Maſter Generall of the ſaid Counting-houſes (if breach bee 
made by any one of the parties inany article of this Couenant) is to receiue the com- 
plaint,and roconſult with his Counſell of affiftance, and ſoto give notice thereof vn- 
to the next neighbour Princeor State of this Societie, to ſee the ſame redrefſed or a- 
mended. If that Prince dodeny to be aiding,or be forgetfal] therein,he ſhall be ac- 
ceſlaric, and iudged as guilty as the firſt offendor : whereas on the contrary,the forfei- 
ture of the reuenues of this firſt offendor for the time ſhall be his. And the ſocietie 
may remoue their Counting-houſes, or.change them into correſpondencies, if other 
| Princes and States ſhouldalſo proue tobe negligent, and without reſpe@ had totheir 
priuat gain, abandon ſo good an action, lofing their title or reuenue,violating the law 
of nations, wherewith (no doubt) moſt Princes ſhall find themſelues agrieued , and 
and theſe Princes or Perſons tranſgreſſors will find the worſe, 8 indanger their eſtates 
to their great diſhonour through all the world, and diſturbance of other Neighbour 
Princes. v7 

For the better aduancement hereof there is a place reſerued for reward of two vn- 
knowne perſons, which by their induſtry, labour, and ſcience ſhall be thought worthy 
thereof, one bearing the name of ir. 

This Princely Contra& requiretha ſerious conſideration, The Stocke or Capital 
iS 2 +millions,or 2500000 # ſterling, or ten millions Flemiſh, which (increaſed by 
900 correſpandencies)will make the ſtocke tobe 25 millions, or 100 millions Fle- 
miſh, Ir being very probable, that through all the world there lieth ſo much money 
dead without any vſe or imployment. The calculation of ten vpon the hundred by the 
yeare,donbleth yearely ; ſo that he who by gift imploieth 100 ® yearely for euer:and 
this is ſuppoſed to be gotten by fiue ſeuerall means,vis, by Cambium, Banke, Mons Pic- 
tatis, Menſa Argemaria, and Domus Commutations, wherof you may find the particulars 
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in this Booke. The proceeding of this matter of great confequence bath beene in- 
terrupted by Monſtenr Older Barnenelt lately executed at the Hague in Holland, the ſe. 
quell hereoftime will diſcoutr,and we may ſay with the Poet, 


uid non mortalia Petora cogunt &f co 
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Of Monies delinered ypon Lines, «Annuities, and Penſions. 


>> Auing intreared of monies delivered at intereſt without caſualtie, 
/* and fo termed Vſurie by reaſon of the contract of benefic without 
K aduenture : 1t 1s conuentent to hatdle of monies delivered vpon 
S) Liucs,when Merchants doe giue twelue vpon the hundreth with- 
© out pawne, called beyond the ſeas after the pennie 8 : the moitic 
S whereof with pawne 1s {ix vpon the hundreth, or double eight, ac- 
>4 cording to the penny 16,as aforeſaid. The pennie $ is 125, for 
© eight times 12 =maketh one hundreth : fothe pennie 16 which is 

vied for rents vpon houſes or lands is 64, according to which pennie 8vpon one life 
or double for one yeare ({o they all live) is equall vpon eight lives. This 1s much vſed 
in divers cities beyond the ſeas, todraw monies into their hands, As ior example, 

One hundreth pounds is deliuered to haue two hundreth pounds for it at the yeares 
end vpon eight lines, if they all line, you haue two hundreth pounds to buy a perpetu- 
all rent, or fometimes as it hath beene, to. giue 20 per too for the yeare, and fo from 
yeare fo yeare,and dying the principall is theirs. EEO 

One hundreth pounds for eight liues (by equalitie decreaſing the-pennie eight) is 
12 ® 10 for twolives,11 # 2 þ, for three lives,1to ®, for foure lives, 9 ® 1 ſg pence, 
1S6%5 ſtoreight lives. 

The Citie of Amſterday was wont to giue good conſideration, and did obſerue 
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ehis order vpon a hundreth Guelders tor eight lines gaue—————16-1;-4 
Ofnine lines, ——————————— 0 
Vpon ten lives they gaue —————45 
Vpon eleuen lines rr en mn mn tr nm mn nmr nmr mrrmnrrnennnmnmn= A G1 m4 
Vpon twelue lives mmm ernment mmm nm 22mm Gn 
Vpon ſeuen lives —————————— 4 
Vpon {ix lines— n—_ — — Ce non -13—6-—8 


Here you areto remember the obſeruations of Afſurors, whether the perſons be 
young or old, ſober in their diet and behaviour, much trauelling abroad or ſtaying at 
home, ſubje& to ſickeneſſe,andrhe like conſiderations. = et 

Monies deliuered vpon annuities for rents, ſeeme more reaſonable than penſions 
vpon liues,becauſe you beare onely the aduenture of the decay of houſes or deſtruci- 
on of them in time of warre :and much more ſhould bee giuen without pawne, than 
pawwne or morgage. G EL PER 

It is commodious fora man, hauing waſt grounds and intending to build vpon 
them, to take much money vpon rent after 6< pro cent. which many Cities giue conti- 
tually to increaſe their wealth and inhabitants. And becauſe the valuation of their 
money doth often alter and is inhaunced,wherby all things become deerer,.the parties 
are aduiſed to haue their rents paied i» ſpecie, in Crownes, Dollers, Ducats to be paied 
as formerly they were currant , the dangers in times of wars cauſeth rents to decreaſe, 
forthe ancientrent is alyaies firſttobe paied,although all orhers be loſers. . 
CHAD, 
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Of the Denomination and Dinifuon of «M omes of 


dizers Countries. 


8 HE Denomination, Diuifion, and Subdiuifion of the monies of 
J all Countries,is moſt neceſſarie for Merchants and all others to be 
ZÞe knowne, becauſe withour it, they ſaile in the courſe of Trafficke 
}% without Compaſſe, abandoned atall vncertaineties and dangers 

27 to have true equalitie and equitie obſerued in their buyings and 
| >) ſellings, and that more eſpecially if the courſe of exchanges be 
9 neglcced,as ſhall bedeclared hereafter. 


«| Some of theſe monies are imaginary, and ſome are ſubſtantial or reall in ſpecie, 
| | and yet not concurring in price or value, 


b 


I England concerning Siluer coyes, therE'is the Crowne of fiue ſhillings, and the 
.halfe Crowne oftwo ſhillings fix pence, the ſhilling, the fix pence, the foure pence 
or grqat,the threepence, two pence; three halfe pence, the pennie and balfe penny of 
ſterling Siluer,and the farthing of Copper. 

The ordinary Golden coynes are the vnite peeces of 22 ſhillings, the halfe of ele- 
ven ſhillings,and\the crownes or quarters of five ſhillings ſix pence,and the + part two 
ſhillings nine pence, and the five pieces coyned at foure ſhillings, making twentie 
two ſhilliongs,wirth the:Roſe and the Thiſtle. 


The.Laureat King 1ames, of twentie two carrats fine of twentie:ſhillings, and the 
halfe peece. 

In Scotland is the Crofle Dagger peece of eleuen ſhillings, and the halfe of it, and 
their Rider of ren ſhillings {1x pence, and for their filuer coyne the marke peece valu- 
ed at 13 pence; inEngland,and the halfe ofthe ſame, asalſo ſix ſmall pieces ofaboue 
two pence for the ſaid Marke. 

In Ireland where no Mint hath beene fince King Edward the fourth of England,the 
fifreene ſhilling ſterling, make rwentie ſhillings Iriſh, and the Silver Harpe of nine 
pence ſterling is there currant for twelue pence, and the moitie thereof accordingly, 
and the aboneſaid Gold coynes are currant as in England, or in ſterling reduced into 
their Iriſh monies one third part more: {o that the twentie ſhillings peece of Laureart 
King 7ames, is there foure Nobles, and al! other diuifions of it accordingly. So the 
Engliſh ſhilling is ſixteene pence Iriſh, and the parts of it accordingly. All other old 
Iriſh coyne is outof vſe,and little quantitie to be found of it. 

In Germany they make all their monies by the account of Batſcn,cuery Batts foure 
Creutzers, coyning pieces of three, {;x, and twelue Creurzers. So the Ducat of Hun- 
gary maketh 27 Batſes; the go!d guelder 18 Batſes; the Poliſh guelder or Doller 15 
Batſes, Teaſtons five Barſes, The ſaid Gold guelder was valued 4#no 15 2oto be cur- 
rant in HolJand for 28 ſtiucrs, whereby their corne is bought and ſold, which is erro- 
nious and imaginary, becauſe there is no ſuch peece in ſpecie. So was the Doller and 
the Silver guelder,called Gros or Vnciales, weighing an ounce, | 

The ancient Romans called an ounce agnelder, and the 8 ounces made one marke, 
and 12 ounces or guelders were reckoned for one pound ; and there were coyned pie- 
ces called Nummi Dragmi,a/ i«s,Groſleyn,is theeight part of a doller; Angelicies was 
the ofa doller, making three Batſes or twelue Creutzers, called ae, 
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The ſaid Angelici were Tribute pentes, which being allaid and made worſe, did ob- 
taine the name of Bats, as it were ſeeking of a benefit, which ſince haue beene more 
imbaſed;and therefore deſerue that name of Barſes : they are called in Thuringia,Ge- 
lielmi, and in Bohemia Bohemici, in regard oof the ſaidtribute, whereof they hane alſo 
x2 peeces diuidedly for x2 pence, which penny 1s all Germany ouer two Hellers by 
way of account. The dollet was firſt made vpon fixtie and fiue Creutzers, which(in 
thoſe coyncs (o imbaſed)are anſwered by 72 Creutzers: And in other cities of Ger- 
many they reckonas followeth vpon diuers coynes, ſome made, and ſome imaginarie, 

Ar Auguſta they have ſmall monies, Groſles of three Barſes, Lion peeces, whereof Amnguſta, 
two make a Creutzer; the Blackepennie {oure to one Creutzer, Snubourgh, Blaphart ; 
or Bohomicos of three and 3+ Creutzers; theRyckes doller is thirtie Albes of eight 
pence euery Albe,or ſeuentie and two Creutzers for the ſaid doller: | 

 AtFrankford theydiuide their Florens of fixtie Creutzers, by twentie ſhillings, Frankford, 
and euery ſhilling in twelue Hellers, according to the pound, | 

Ar Norembourgh in like maniner,and rhe Creutzer is foure pence,euery penny two Norenbg- 
Hellers,and fiue pence called a Fynfer or five Pennicke. | rongh, 

. At Srransborough they vſe Blapharts, Groſſes, Bohemicos of three Creutzers,cue- Srrausbo- 
ry Blaphart ſix pence of two Hellers or foureOrtlyn, = rough, 

At Bohemia,as in' Germany ; and the Bohemici,are whitgroſle of three Creutzers, Bobemia., 
the Doller.is twentie foure Bohemicos,oftwelue Angſter,cuery Bohemicoten pence, 
and one Marke is fortie Bohemicos,and Scoc,is ſixtie Bohemicos, | 
' - At Vienna theRyckes Doller is eight ſhillings,and the Ducat twelue ſhillings. Fenn; 
F- Ar Trioll the Doller at ſcuentie two Creutzers, of five Fynfers or Hellers the 77;0/, 

rentzer. , | Sh 

| 0 Hungary the ſaid Ryckes Doller is ſeven ſhilling ſeyen pence,now inhaticed to Hungarie; 
elght ſhillings, 
Ar Colloizne and Cleves,a gnelder is 24 whitpennie,of twelue Morkens,ahd eue- Colpigne, 
ry whitpennie is two ſhillings or ſtiuers,and foure marke for the guelder, 

At Hamborugh the Doller coyned at thirtie and one ſhillings Lups, and for many 7; ,,,þq: 

- yeaxcscurrant for thirtie and three, is inhanced now ro fiftie and foure ſhillingsof ,,,v,, 
three whirpennie,;and cuery ſhilling is twelue pence,of two hellers cuery pennie, 

In Pomerania the ſaid Doller ts thirtie and two ſhillings, of two Snudens, one pamerania; 

. marke Snudens is eight ſhillings Lups,and the two marks Snuds areone marke Lups. 

Ar Danſicke the Doller thirtie and fine Groſſe of rhtee ſhillings, and in other pla- Danſoche!' 
ces as you-may findevpon the monies denominated hereafter, in the Chapter of the - 
Imaginary Monies of Exchanges,for Merchants farther direQions, | 
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"Cnary xx. 


Of Merchants eAccounts kept by Debitor and (editor, 


£ == HE mannerof keeping accounts by Debitor and Creditor,was firſt 
ng, deuiſcd in Italy vpon very good conſiderations, There is great af- 
 finitie betweene Faith, Truſt, and Confidence; in Diuinitie Trufk 
- and Confidence are two handmaides ynto Faith, cuenas Faith 1s 
the hand whereby we apprehend Gods mercies,torepoſe our truſt 
inhim, and tobe confident thereof. Bur in Humane actions the 
WAR word Truſt is more proper, which imploieth a creditor beliefe 
which we giue or repoſe vpon others or others,doe attribute and giuevnatovs. Hence 
\ | FO ny 2 Se proccedeth 
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proceedeth the Italian ſpeech, Star dal Credere, grounded vpon that maxim of the Ci- 


uill Law,02n45 homo bonus ,donec contrarinm probetur , whereupon a man negotiating in 
this world muſt truſt and be truſted : he that is truſted with any goods, monies, or 0- 
ther moueable things, is therefore called a Debitor or Debtor vato the party that tru- 
ſteth him therewith, and he calleth that party his Creditor, becauſe he gaue him cre- 
dit for the ſame ; whereby Debitor and Creditor concurreth between party and par- 
ty. Suppoſe now that a yong man beeing of age to manage his owne, is deſirous to 
deale inthe world intraffique and trade by buying and ſelling of Commodities, orto 
let out his mony at vſe,or by exchange, for other countries, (vnto which three actions 
we ſtill obſerue our method, as being the eſlentiall parts of traffique,as often hath bin 
declared) and thereupon he endeauoureth to keepe a true account of all his procee- 
dings and negotiation, by way of this manner of account by Debitor and Creditor, 
that is to ſay, to have ſtilta Creditor vntoa Debitor, and a Debitor vntoa Creditor, 
which muſt reciprocally anſwer each other. Now conſidering of his meanes for the 
effefting hereof, he findeth thathe hath: one hundred Clothes, two hundred Kerfics, 
or any other commodities left him by his father or friends, and moreouer ſome thou- 
ſand pounds in ready money, and fiue hundred pounds in debts owing by ſeueral per- 
{ons,payable at ſome time to come, beſides ſome hundred pounds yearely in Lands or 
Leaſes : out of all theſe he maketh a ſtocke or Capitall, which hee dath enter into a 
booke calleda Tournall, becauſe it containeth his daily actions from time to time 
and from this booke they areransferred or ſet ouer into another bigger booke, called 
a Liedger, becauſe the ſame remaineth (as lying) accordingly in a place for that pur- 
oſe. 

: The Spaniard doth call this Booke Z/ Libro grande, and the Iournall hee calleth 
Mazuall, beeing of a farre lefler Yolume, commonly but one third partof the other, 
being manuable, and vnto this they keep a Borrador or Memoriall, whereinall things 
are firſt entred,and may vpon occaſion be blotred,altered,or by error be miſcaſtornor_ 
well entred, : 

But inthe Iournal or Liedger booke there may notbe any alteration of Cyphers, 
blotting (nor places left in blanke in the Tournal)but one parcell without intermiſſion 
muſt follow another, otherwiſe the bookes are of no credit in law,or before any Magi- 
ſtrate; whereas otherwiſe much credit is giuen to books well and orderly kept,for the 
deciding and determination of many controuerſies which happen between merchants 
and Merchants, and their Fa&ors, which is the cauſe that I could not omit to write 
thereof, as a branch of the Law-Merchant, to the end that ſuch Iudges and others that 
are vnacquainted with the manner of it,may be inlightned in theirproceedings,which 
in matters of this nature may come before them to be determined. 


<q The manner how he doth enter them into the Tournall is as followeth, 


TFT Hereinobſerue, That every Debitor muſt haue a Creditor, and ſo on the con- 
trary euery Creditor his Debitor, and alwaies the left ſide of your Liedger 

booke being open is the Debitors (ide, and the right fide of the ſaid booke towards 
your righthand is the Creditors fide, wherein you enter euery Account by it ſelte 
from the parcels of your Iournall, which parcels in the ſaid Lieger booke are found 
in the Iournall by the date of it when it was made. But inthe Iournall, the Leaues or 
Folio of the Liedgerare noted over a line in the Margine for the Debitor, and vnder 
the ſaid Line for the Creditor: and ſo in the Liedger booke euery parcell hath inthe - 
laterend adire&ionto the Folio or Carta,as the Italians call it, whereby the Debitor 
ſhewes his Creditor,and the Creditor makes relation to his Debitor,which words are 
not vſed, but vnderſtood, by, Such a one oweth, and Such a one is due tohave ; not 
onely of Perſons, but of Things themſclues. As the great Merchants which bay and 
ſell many Commodities for themſclues, or for others, rhey will arme an Account, | 
whichis the Spaniſh Phraſe, {rmar wn4 Cuenta , bur in plaine Engliſh, They wil! 
keepe or framean Account for themſelues, and make their VVare-houſes or "9 
; editor, 
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Debitor, becauſe the Warehouſe is truſted with the wares or commodities : others 
will make the commodities Debitor,and their owne Capitall or Stocke Creditor, In Capitall or 
like manner (becauſe their moneyes are laid yp or locked in a cheſt, which they call = Cheſs: 
Caſh) they will therefore, imagine this Caſh to be a perſon whom they haue truſted, . 
and make the ſaid Cath a Debitor for the money they put into it, and when they pay 
out that money,or any part thereof, they will make Caſh Creditor, and that party co 
whom it was paied ſhall be made the Debitor, and if hee doe pay the ſame by your 
order to another party, he ſhall be made the Debitor, and fo the other is diſcharged 
and becommeth a Creditor ; and fo from one to another, vntill you come to re- 
ceiue the money againe, and then Caſh 1s Debitor againe: tor you muſt ſtill haue a 
care to finde a Debitor to haue his Creditor, and that euery Creditor may haue his , 
Debitor. It ſe: meth that W:{iam Sommers (being a Teſter to King Henry the eight) Ymor ry 
had ſome inſight inthis manner of Account: for when the King told him, that he had mor. * 
delivered a good ſumme of money vnto a Gentlemana follower of his, Sommers an- 
ſvered, That for doing ſo hee had noted in his Booke, that the King was a foole, gi- 
uing his reaſon for it, Becauſe the Gentleman would neuer return backe againe, and 
that the King was cofined : but the King asked of Sommers, What hee would doe, 
incaſethe Gentleman did retutne with the money > Whereupon Sommers anſwered, 
Then Lwill put him in my booke fora foole, and put you out, Sic nuge ſeria ducant. | 
To returne toour young Merchant,by this time he hath taken an Inuentorie of his 
eſtate,and cauſed his Clothes and Kerfies to be valued, and findeth that the hundreth 
Clothes are worth ſome 1200 # one with another, and his two hundreth Kerfiesof 
Deuonſhire 400 # : hereupon parte the yeare, moneth, and day in the Tournall, he 
maketh Debitor and creditor as aforeſaid. | X 
Magazin or Warehouſe oweth vato Capitall or Stocke 1600 ® for one hundreth Themannez 
white Clothes of the markes following, amounting to r 260 ®, and for two hundreth of nakiog Bat 
Deuonſhire Kerſies at 40 ® the packe of twentie peeces, which of mine owne eſtate I gitor, ws. 
finde in this my Warehouſe parcell of my patrimony, amounting together in wares 
1609 #, and this ſumme is drawne out in thermargine towards your K'. 6 hand inthe 
id Iournall, Re, | | 
| Cath oweth vato Capicall or Stocke(you need not to ſay of me CA.B.) the ſum of 
ooo ©, for ſo much ready money which 1 finde this day in Caſh,proceeding of, &c. 
and this ſumme.is likewiſe drawne out &c. = TSS GR $4 
_ B,M,Mercer oweth ynoto Capitall 3oo #, which he owed by Bill vnto my father 
deceaſed, payable in two paiments,namely,&c.ſumme 390 #. 
 NF7;Merchant oweth vato Capitall 206 # for ſo much owing by him vntomy fa- 
ther deceaſed; which is payable the 25 of March next, by bond, &c. | Po, 
The Manor of Latham in Lancaſhire oweth vnto Capitall 1500 #, which was left Lanqsy } 
my fatherby deſcent from, 8c. containing, &c. of the yearely value of 66 #, now in 
the tenure,occupation,or poſlefiion of, &c.1500 &, | 
The leaſe of the houſe called the Golden Lyon fcituate in Cheapfide in London, Leaſes: 
oweth vnto Capitall two hundreth pounds, for ſo much I have paied vaco the Com- 
pany of Mercers fora leaſe of the faid houſe for one and twentie yeares, witha reſer-= 
vation of arent of twentie pounds yearely, to be paied euery fix monerhs, now in the 
occupationof A,Z.Gold-fmith, paying me ſixtic pounds yearely rent for the ſame, I 
ſay coft me two hundreth pounds. | 
Plate and houſhold ſtuffe oweth vnto Capitall 200 #, for fo much I hayebought Houtheld 
and finde to be inmoueables of plate, apparrell, and houſholdſiuffe fince my fathers ufc, 
deceaſe,wherewithT findeall my eſtate to be worth 5 000 &, the particulars of which 
plate and moueablesare by Inuentory to be feene in my Booke of Remembrances or 
Memoriall , ſofor this parcell I draw out 200 &, DOS FR 
Here. you fee that this young Merchant hath an eſtate of 5000 ® to begin the 
world withall, conſiſting of the aforeſaid ſeuen parcels. Theſe ſeuen parcels now are Tnering) 
put over into the Liedger,which ſome call poſted ouer, in ſg many ſeuerall Acconnts of parce!s x9 
of ſcuen Debitors, and there is but ane to bee made Creditor for all theſe, which is the Liedgets 
: | Kk 2 ene Capitall 
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Capirall or Stocke,which doth anſwere by correſpondencie all the ſeuen Debitors 
in thelr proper accounts, amounting all tothe ſumme of 5000 ® on the Debitors fide, 
p and fois here 5000 Pon the Creditors fide which doth ballance the other, being ſo 
Ballancingof termed of a paireof ballances, wherein equall weight being laid on euery fide, the 
nm  ballancewillbejuſtandeuen; and in like manner muſt all accounts)keptby Debitor 
' and Creditor)be cuen ballanced,whatſoener the remainder of the accounts are, which 
falleth out by calculation vpon the, account. Bur the maine ballanceof the whole 
booke may not differone penny,and fraQions of halfe pence and farthings are not vſed 
in Iournall parcells, bur accounted in the ſummaries at the firſt. | 
This Mercbantnow employeth his money and buyeth ſome other commadities to 
be ſent beyond the ſeas : namely, one hundreth pieces of Perpetuanoes, which coſt 
bim ready money fiftie ſhillings the peece ; more,twentic fother of Lead,at ten pound 
the fother ; fiftie pieces of Bayes of divers ſorts, coft him two hundreth and twentie 
pounds ; and twentie Redding mingled colour clothes, amounting in all to 870 #, 
Fpering ot which he paicd in ready money. And all theſe commodities he Toth enter into his 
Fournall, Tonrnall inoneparcell, making the ſaid Magazin Debitor for all, and his caſh Credi- 
er commodi< ror, becauſe the ſaid caſh was made Debitor for the money of one thouſand pounds, 
_ —_ as you ſee before,and now being made eight hundreth and ſeuentie pounds Creditor, 
paicd forthew there'1is but one hundreth and thirtie pounds more remaining in caſh, the reſt is in 
= commodities. | HIS 3 1+ hot PAUL 
For money re- By this time 8.24. the Mercer (who oweth three hundreth pounds) payetha hun- 
— pions dreth pounds of it,now Caſh is made Debitor for that one hundreth pounds,and B.M. 
| diſcharged. is Made Creditor for the ſame ;ſo he oweth now but two hundreth pounds, and there 
is now in Caſh two hundreth and thirtie pounds. | | 
Subſtamiall. The three exiſtanr parcells by rhemſclues'for the Lands, Leaſe, and the Plate and 
wellth--' '  HvuſhoJd ſtuffe,remaine ill in the bookes vntouched. 

—_ The Merchantbeginneth to ſhip his commodities, and ſendeth his hundreth white 
clothes tor Hamborough toa PaRor, or his ſeruant, and payerh the Kings Cuſtome, 
and all charges concerning the ſame : andHow he frameth an account of thoſe clothes, 

\ Accounts for jntiruling the ſame voyage to Hamborough,or clothes ſent to Hamborough, do owe 
vojager uch, VACO the Magazin one thouſand and two hundrerh pounds, for one hundreth white 
* clothesfent for my account to ſuch a manin ſuch ſhips, &c. 
| Money paid = Then he doth charge this account of clothes with the Cuſtome and charges bee 
fo: Cutome  Paied;—Clothes ſent to Hamboroughdobwe vnto Caſh ſixtie pounds for Cuſtome 
ans andcharges paicd for the ſame,as in the Memoriall Booke appeareth. 
Voyage for For Seuillin Spaine he ſendeth the hundreth peeces of Perpetuanoes which hee 
_— bought, and fiftie pieces of Bayes, and twentie fother of Lead, which did coſt him 
670 ®,and the Charges, Cuſtome, and Impoſitionsare fiftie pounds 7» foto. 
Voyage ni For Lixborne in Portugall he ſendeth two hundreth peeces of DeuonſhireKerſies, 
Portugal; nd twentie Redding clothes, which coſt him ſix hundreth pounds, agd the Cuſtome 
and charges fortie pounds, | EE 
And hereupon he armeth two accounts vnder the name of voyage into Spaine, or 
voyage to Lixborne, or ſome other ſuch name of the ſaid commodities, as every man 
thinketh good : ſo theſe voyages are Debitor forthe commodiries,cuſtomes and char- 
Magazindiſ- ges thereof, and the Magazin is diſcharged, and made Creditor as aboueſaid ; and 
rges likew "FY aſh is made Creditor,hauing paied the Cuſtomes, [mpoſitions and charges 
- _ aforeſaid. 
This Merchant,not willing tobeare ſo great an aduenture of fix hundreth pounds; 
Money for al. or ſeven hundreth pounds in one Ship, doth cauſe himſelfe to be aſſured of three hun- 
nee: dreth pounds in enery Ship,at foure and five vpon the hundreth, and payerh the ſame 
vntothe aſſurors. Hereupon he maketh theſaid voyages Debiror,and Caſh Creditor 
for ſomuch.namely,thirteene pounds for Lixborne,and fixtcene pounds for Seuil,and 
- ſo commitrerh the ſame to Gods will and pleaſure,and all theſe parcells are entred in- 
| Moneyrecci» torheBnokes, And B,M: the Mercer doth pay more two hundreth pounds, whereof 
en. Caſh is made Debitor, and B, Mis made Creditor, and diſcharged of the 3 gathers 
| | ; "E"'S-4 pounds 
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pounds he did owe, whereby the Merchant finding ſome money'to ſpare, he deliuered 


out two hundreth pounds at intereſt vato another Merchant for fix moneths,and ther. 


upon he maketh this Merchant CD. Debito,, and Caſh' Creditor, declaring to haue 
his bond of three hundreth pounds, for the payment of two hundreth and ten pounds 
atſuch aday in ſuch a place. And for the intereſt money of ten ponnds, hee makerh 
bim likewiſe Debitor, and the account of profirand lofle Creditor. Bur ſome men 
do makea particular account of Intereſt, which is at amans pleaſure, 

Now the the two hundreth pounds which N.}7, oweth, are duc, and hee defireth to 
keepe the money for fix moneths at Intereſt, and to giue his bond for ir, which is ſo 
agreed betweenethem ; the Iatereſt is ten pounds, for which he maketh likewiſe N77. 
Debror,and profit and loſſe Creditor. Beks | 

The Metchants eftate ftanderh now thus, at Hamborough one thouſand two hun. 
dreth and fixtie pounds, at Seuill ſeuen hundreth thirtie and fix pounds, at Lixborne 
ſix hundreth fiftic and three pounds, at intereſt foure hundreth and twentie pounds 
with the intereſt, and butlittle money in Caſh; becauſe of his dayly expences. 

Suppoſe now that the Ships of the Company of Metchant aduentuters are come 
from Hamborough, and our Merchants clothes are ſold to diners Merchants and o. 
thers there, to be paied at ſix and fix moneths, for which they haue giuen their Bills 
obligatory to pay the ſame accordingly. But ſome of theſe Merchanrs are defirous 
to pay their money by way of anticipation, hauing intereſt allowed them for it, after 
therateof eight in che hundreth for the yeare, and ſo pay ready money to our Mer- 
chants Far, and thereupon the ſaid FaRor maketh ouer by exchange foure bun- 
dreth pounds ſterling by two Bills of exchanges to be paied here at viance (which 1s 
two moneth afterthedate of the Bill) by Merchants ſtrangers. Thefe Merchanr firan- 
gers doe accept the' ſaid Bills of exchanges, and you make them ſeuerally Devitors 
for the ſame, and your Fa&or of Hamborough Creditor for the ſaid fourc hundreth 

ounds. me £45 GFA A-11 

_ Moreouer,your Facorhath ſetouer ſome of thoſe Merchants Bills of debt for for- 
rainecommodities, and hath taken in paiment two Caſes of Veluets, which did coſt 
eight hundreth pounds, and he ſendeth them in-theſe Ships, with an account of rhe 
charges,cuſtomes,and facoridge ofthe ſaid Veluets, amounting to fottic pound ; ſo 
the Veluers coſt in all eighthundreth and fortie pounds: for this you make a new ac- 
count for Veluets, or the returne of the Hamborough voiage Debitor and your Fa- 
Qor Creditor for the ſaideighthundreth and forty pounds,as aforeſaid. And becauſe 
you aretopay great:Cuſtome and Impoſition of theſe Veluets, and your Cath is nor 
well prouided , you take vp by exchange here ſixtie pounds to be paied by your Fa- 
Ror at Hamborough,and deliver your Bill of exchange for it,and receive the money , 
now Caſh is made Debitor for the ſame, and your Factor thar is to pay the money is 
made Creditor for itaccordingly. SOL FLO ; | 

This FaQordoth now hy land ſend vnto you the account of your: hundrerh clothes 
fold vatodiuers Merchants as aforeſaid; and this account is made in Hambo.ough or 
Lups money,and it is ſuppoſed amongſt Merchanrs,char fix and twentie ſhill.ngs and 
elghe pence of cheir money, is correſpotident to our twentie (hi/[ings ſterling ; ac- 
cording to this you reduce your Hamborough money into ſterling money after the 
rate, and your FaQor in the/ſame account hathalready deduced his faftoridge, cu- 
ſomes, and all charges incident vpor the clothes fold by him : ſo that caſting your 


account vponthenert Prouenue of your clathes, he hath recetued cleere money one 


thouſand foure handreth and eightic pound ſterling hereof now you do make your 
FaQor Debiror, and the Voyage for Hamborough Creditor, and-comming to your 
Leidger Booke, you finde the faid voiage Debitor one thouſand two hundreth and fix- 
tie pounds, and now tobe made Creditor one thouſand foure hundreth and eightie 
| pounds: fo you finde here is two hundreth' and twentie pounds clecre gaines by the 
account, vnleſſe you ſhall become a loſer in the Veluers ; for the money dedudted for 
intereſt to him thar paied before his time, is already deduQed in the account of 
clothes ; ſo that tocleare this account of the voyage, you make the ſarie Debiror for 
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the ſaid two hundrethand twentie pounds, and the account of profit and loſſe Credi. 
tor for the ſame. - | 
You haue now ſold your two caſes of Veluets, the one for ready money, and the 
other at {ix and ſix moneths daies of payment,to.F7. Mercer,amounting to fiue hun- 
dreth and twentie pounds,whom you haue made Debitor for the ſame, and your Yel- 
uets Creditor, and for the other you haue made Caſh Debitor for foure hundrerh 
ninetie pounds,which you haue recelued, and likewiſe your Veluets Creditor for the 
ſame ſumme; ſo in both, one thouſand and ten pounds : and caſting vp your charges, 
Cuſtomes,and Impolitions of your Veluets,you finde them toamount vnto 80 #,and 
for this ſ\umme you make Veluets Debitor, and Caſh Creditor : ſo your Veluers did 
coſt with all the ſaid charges 920 ®, and they were fold for 1010 #, fo there is 90 ® 
aduanced by the ſaid Veluets;whereof rocieare this account, you make Veluet Debi- 
tor, and Profit and Lofle Creditor, as aforeſaid. Hauing now money in Caſh, you 
make ouer 300 ® for Amſterdam by exchange, with condition and order to your Fa- 
cor, That trom time to time as the money groweth due, he ſhall make it oner againe 
by exchange vato you at double Vſance, which is two moneths, as you made it ouer 
vato him : ſome now in this caſe will arme an account of exchanges; but it is better to 
make the FaQor of Amſterdam Debitor for it and Caſh Creditor. 
Returne from —Ships are now arrived from Saint Lucar in Spaine, and your FaQor of Seuill hath 
"many in T2= {old your Perpetuanoes, Bayes,and Lead,and in returne thereof hath ſent you a parcell 
of Tabacco, becauſe Cutcheneall was too deare, and rich Indico is here too good 
cheape: withall he hath ſent. you the account of your commadiries kept inRoyalls of 
 Accountsof Sijluer,accouting ſix pence. for aRoyallof the cleere Prouenu, being 27240 Royalls, 
_— * making ſterling 68 r #®, whereof you make him Debitor, and the Voyage for Spaine 
_” Creditor, and when you come to your Leiger Booke, there it appeareth rhat the ſaid 
goods did coſt you 736 #2,and {0.there is loſt 55 #, For this now to cleere the ac- 
Lofſe vzon Count of the ſaid goods, you make Profit and Loflſe Debitor,and the ſaid Voyage Cre- 
waresinPBe Qjror to ballancethis loſſe,-contrary to.the gaine, the Tabaccodid coſt with all cbar- 
Reduionof ges 24800 Royalls, which is 620 #, forthis you make an account of Tabacco- Debt- 
ys 027 tor,and your Factor of Scuill Creditor, inthe ſame manner as you did you Veluets, 
iato ſterling, : » : 
| putting thereunto the great Impoſt which you paicd for the' ſame, and all charges; 
and hauing fold your Tobacco tor ten ſhillings a pound one with another, you finde 
to haue made cleere aboue one thouſand+ pounds, be it 1010 ®, which coſt you in 
| Gaine by Ta= Spaine but 620 ®,ſo here is 399 ® gotten, but when you loſt 55 ® by your wares ſent 
omen. into Spaine: well,this account is cleared, Tobacco is made Debitor 390 #, and Pro- 
fir and loſſe Creditor for the ſame,and now you are well ſtored for money,for all is rea- 
dy money, ſauing 300 # at fix moneths. Heereupon you make more money ouer by 
Money made Exchange for Amfterdam, by ſeuerall Bills ro your FaQor, to the ſum of 500 #, and 
ouet by ex= therupon he is made Debitor, & Caſh Creditor for the ſaid ſum, 7nterim your ſaid Fa- 
ge or of Amſterdam hath made ouer vnro you by exchange the former zoo # backe 
| againe, for which you make him Creditor, and the party Debitox that is to pay you 
the money at double Vſance. _ 
The Ships of Lixborne are alſoarrined, and bring} in returne of your Kerſeys: and 
Reading clothes,fortie cheſts of Sugar of the three ſorts, Pancla,aſcauado,and Blanco, 
:  orwhite,withaduice that the commodities are ſold ata reaſonable rate, for by the ac- 
| Redudionof COuNtitappeareth that the nett'Prouenu of ir commeth to 1204 thouſand 800 Reys, 
Porwgall'mo- which make 3012 ducats of ten Royalls, or qoo Reys, is ſterling 753 #;fo that there 
wr ter- is aduanced by the account juſt one hundreth pounds, which are carried to the ac- 
be countof Profit and Loſſe, as-in the former Accounts. The fortie cheſts of Sugars 
did coſt 550 #,whereof the Factor of Lixborne is made Creditor;and the Account of 
Sugars Debitor, in like manner as aforeſaid, Mmtats, Mutandzs,;and the ſaid Sugars 
were ſold paiableat fix and ſix moneths, for 820 ®; ſo that the charges and cuſtomes 


Money which deduReed, there was 190 # gotten, which are likewiſe poſted to the accountof Profic 


', was madc and Lofle. 
\ _ ouer, returned 
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chant doth offer you to pay them by a new Bull of exchange; whereunto you agree; 
and hereupon you make him Creditor, and your FaQor of Amſterdam againe Debi- 
ror : and withall you make oner by exchange other 200 ® payable at double Vance; 
and for this you make him Debitor alſo,and Caſh Creditor, 

The yeare is now almoſt expired, and euery proutdent Merchant doth commonly 
make vp his Account, and draweth a ballance of his booke,and this Merchant findeth 
ro baue receiued of his Mannor of Latham, and leaſe of a houſe x06 ®, and for this he 
charged his Caſh,and carrieth the ſame to Gaine and Loſle, as he did all the former 
parcels, Then he doth caſt vp his expences of houſe keeping, which came to 150 #; 
and for this he maketh Profit and Lofle Debitor,and Caſh Creditor. | 

The 400 made ouer from Hamborough are receiued, and Caſh is Debitor for it, 
and the parties that paied the ſame,are made Creditor, and diſcharged. Now by the 
Account of Profit and Loſle, there appeareth to be gotten 911 #cleare, all charges 
and expences dedutted: this is now carried to Stocke, which is now 5911 #®, Here- 
upon take all the remainders of the Accounts by Debitor and Creditor, which is the 
ballanceofthe Booke, and you ſhall finde nothing on the Creditors fide, but the Ca- 
pitall of 5911, which isballanced by the nine accounts following,and the three ac- 
counts for the lands, leaſes, and houſhold ſtuffe, amounting to 1900 ® vnaltered : So 
1900 & forthe ſaid lands,leaſe,plate,and houſhold ſtuffe, | | . 

420 Owing by two parcels at intereſt,by C.D and N,FP. Merchants, 
520 Owing for Veluets ſold to,8&c. ” 
300. Owing for Tabacco fold to, &c- 
820 Owing for Sugars ſold ro, &c., 
1000 Owing by the FaQor of Amſterdam, &c; 
180. Owing by the Factor of Hamborough, &c. i 
61 Owing by the Factor of Seuill, &c. | = 
203- Owing by the Factor of Lixborne, 8c. | 
_ 507 Ready money in Caſh, ; 
5911 %, 


Thus itappeareth; that this Merchant hath augmented his Capitall or Stacke nine 
hundreth and eleuen pounds, being now worth 5911 #, And if he had beenea loſer 
by the Account of profit and lofſſe, then muſt he make his Capitall Debitor, and the 
ſaid Account Creditor,to ballance the matter,whereby his Stock would haue decrea- 
led. Now by theſe proceedings iti buying and ſelling, receining and paying, you may 
vnderſtand all other Voyages for whar places ſocuer, taking notice of the diuerſities 
of monies and calculations of Exchanges already declared in our former Chapters ; 
hauing an eſpeciall care to keepe an orderly Caſh booke of all the monies receiue 
and paied out ; which,as money is Publica Mexſura, oraright Iudge to ſets price vato 
euery thing, ſo may you by the meaſure thereof (truely entred in the Caſh Booke) 
finde out many doubts, queſtions, and vncertaineties in Accounts, For the monies 
being proceeding from the originalls of commodities or exchanges, and the perſons 
with whom you deale therein, giuing you light and direQion to diſcuſſe their diffe- 
rencies ; and therefore it may well be compared tothe meaſure of Hercules foot, where. 
by the whole Symetricall proportion of all his body was found out. And many Mer- 
chants Accounts are ſo intricate,and ouergrowne with errors,as CArchywedes Tombe 
with thornes,when Czcers came to viſit 1t, | 

Bur now methinkes I here one ſay, You haue briefely ſhewed vs the manner of Ac- 
counts by Debitor and Creditor,with the-application of it toa Merchants negotiati- 
on for Commodities and money,and alſoby delivering money by exchange, and how 
money is gotten by Commodities, and by letting the ſame at Intereſt; Bur I cannot 
vaderſtand how a Merchant getting mony by — of mony by bils of exchanges. 

Hereunto I anſwere, That itwas omitted of purpoſe, becauſe it ſhould not obſcure 
the former demonſtration,otherwiſethe matter is of ſuch importance, that whoſoever 
dealeth without conſideration of it,is like ro ablind man groping inthe darke,and yet 

| may 
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may hitthe egge.For(according to the price of Exchange) all the com modities of 
realme which are exported, and all the forreine commodities imported,are ſold, 


Profit of ex: Know ye therefore that the benefft or profit ofexchange is never knowne dire&ly, 
hone known but by the rechange thereof: ro which end you may remember,that our Merchant did 
' chang, firſt make ouer three bundreth pounds by exchange for Amſterdam, which were re- 


changed againe and then he made over five hnndreth pound,three hundreth pounds, 
and two hundreth pounds, in all one thouſand pounds; and now lately he hath made 
oner one thouſand pounds more for the ſaid place of Amſterdam,all at double Y ſance, 


to make the better benefit and leſſe charges. Theſe monies are made ouer at ſeuerall 
places as followeth. 
4 | SF: 
' The manner... 3bo # are made over at thirtie fine ſhillings Flemiſh forthe pound, is-- 525= o—0 
rr 500 ® are made onerat thirtie foure ſhillings ten pence,is Flemiſh— $870—16—Z3 
ay 300 # atthirtie foure ſhillings ſix peice, I(t————————— 517-L0-9 
200 @ made oueratthirtie foure ſhillings eight pence, is Flemiſh— 346—1 3—4- 
1000 #-ar ſeuerall prices one with another,at thirtic fue ſhillings——175 0— p—a 
S0 the 2300 & ſterling paid at Amſterdam, is Flem,—<-—_———qo19— o—o 


—— 


. ,, Theſemonieshauc beene made ouer, or returned againe by Exchangeat ſcuerall 
, prices,and the actountcleered as followeth 


300 ® were made ouer from Amſterdam, at thirtie foure ſhillings wo ® {& d 


Pence, 15— ; wrneg—t—y —— Iz 
500 ® were made ouer at thirtie three ſhillings fix pence for the pound 

ſterling ——— _ EE — n—_—} 7-0 
500 ® agthirtierhiee ſhillings nine pence, paied at Amſterdam for the 

pound -——— —— Er ren -n—_—_—\,;- 5-0 
500 ® atthirtie three ſhillings eight pence in like maner, is- — 841-134 


The FaQor taketh for his ſallarie,and paied to brokers _ — 21 4-8 
And maketh ouer 500 # more, and gaue thirtie three ſhillings ten pence 
. ... fortheponnd ———————————84--16-8 
' Moreatthe ſameprice'of thirtic three ſhillings ten pence, hee made _E 
oyer the juſt remainder in his hands, being 101 10 $4, aodh 07—IQ-4 
Jendeth a particular Bill of Exchange of 63 ® 11 ffor it 


p——_— 


4010—0—0 


Gainbyex: ; Here you may finde diſtinguiſhed, that whereas you made oner from London the 
change topro- ſam of 2-300 # ſterling you now receiue backe 2363 ® 11 |, whereby your profit.is 
OR .. 4 3 ® 11/,of this you make your Fa&or Debitor,and the account of Profitand Lofle 
Creditor,and the like of other ſummes for other places. The Spaniard therefore ira- 
meth an Account of generall exchanges for all places,called Cambios generates, tokeep 
an euen and juſt account with his Factor, admitting a certaine rate betweene him and 
the ſaid Factors,according towhich he rateth all the parcels of account, be it for com- 
modities bought or ſold,or monies paied and taken vp againe by exchange, which is 
the more labour, but more exactly done , otherwiſe it bringeth ſome alteration 1nac- 
count,: As for example, 

Differencein This Merchants FaQor at Hamborough doth remaine Debitor vpon the Account 
oſha - one hundreth and eight pounds; which is according to twentie fix ſhillings eight 
: pence forthe pound ſterling, This money be maketh ouer by exchange, bur he is taine 
to give twentie ſeuen ſhillings for the pound, which doth differ foure pence lups inthe 
pound ſterling : ſothat for this difference you muſt make another parcell, charging 
theaccount of Profit and Loſſe with this loſſe,and making your Factor Creditor for 
it; whereas inthe generall account ofexchanges, all is brought ouer in one parcel! ; 

but herein euery man may follow his pleaſure. 
ObleQion, Another obje@tion is made, How ſhall a man doe that hath no fiocke, or iy £ 
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othing to begin the world, as divers men that from nothing come to an exceeding 
great wealth * whar booke of account can they keepe by Debitor and Creditor ? 

The anſwere is manifeſt, all is grounded vpon truſt, If any man will ſell you Com- 
modities payable at long dates of payment, and you fell them, and pay him with his 
owne, you can make him Creditor for the ſame, and the commoaditie Debitor : and in 
like manner if any man lend monie vanto you to trade withall. So that you may per- 
ceine thar this is an excellent inuention, and a moſt commodious courſe to know 
things readily. 

The Bankers therefore that deale formillions of pounds,and make great payments 
continually by affignation,do ſumme vp euery tenne parcells, and poſt them ouer toa 
new Account,becauſe them know at all houres whether a man be Debitor or Creditor 
vnto them. 

If the treaſure of Princes werediſpoſed by this manner of Account, they ſhould re- 
ceiue many benefits and aduantages: 

Firſt, they ſhould not be._in wants as they commonly are, but make their treaſure 
oo further in paiments, becauſe they may know at all times where to finde their owne, 
and what is owing vnto them; 

Secondly, they ſhould not be decetued as they are by their Auditors accounts, by 
way of charge and diſcharge,made ſometimes many yeares after, when commonly of- 
ficers are much indebted vnro them, and yet call for money continually, which after- 
wards(before the account made)is conſumed by exrraordinaric allowances, which are 
_ eaſily procured, when their monies are our of their coffers; ſo that vpon the matrer, 


they might pay that with one penniewhich now doth coſt them three pence, whereof 


the late wars in Ireland gaue vs a ſufficient inſtance. 


Laſtly, the charges and-expences of officers would be much diminiſhed, and Prin-' 


ces would content their followers and tubjects with better pay. 

Worthy of perpetuall reniembrance ts that ngble Prince King Hewry the ſeuenth, 
who (in his fingular wiſdome and policie) knowing how Princes are ſubje& to bee 
wronged by their Officers in the diſpoſing of their treaſure, by fraudulent and deceit. 
full accounts, which either by ignorance or otherwiſe by conniuence doe paſſe, did 
himſelfe (with great facilitie) take an inſpeion inall his Exchequer Accounts, by 
anabſtra& of the ſaid Accounts, entred ina booke by ſome expetienced and skilfull 
man in Accounts, whereunto his highneſfle did ſubſcribe his royall ſignature, before 
the Officers (vpon good certificate made to the Lord Chancellor) could have their 


Buictus eſt paſle the great Seale of England, And the ſaid King was pleaſed many 


times to enter intoparticular examination of ſome of the Accounts, whereby he did 


ſtrike a terror into the hearts of the officers; ſothat they became more carefull, and 
durſt not commit any fraud or deceit by combination or tolleration, but his treaſure 
- was duely adminiſtred and preſerued. This Signature of the Kings inthe ſaid booke, 
1s extant tobe ſcene in his Majeſties Exchequer. | x 
Vrgent neceſſitie cauſed the late French King Henry the fourth, when he was Kin 
of Nauarre, to be preſent in the diſpoſing of his treaſure : in ſomuch thar br nos 
(in poſſeſſing the Diademe of all France,and calling to remembrance his fortaer ob- 
ſeruation,by comparing things to their firſt principles) he found that of every French 
crowne (being fixtie ſoulz)which his coffers ſhould receiue, there came not aboue the 
fourth part de c/arovato him, Whereupon by rooting out of corruption, depoſing of 
needlefle officers, profitable emptions of rhings neceſſary, and by wiſe diſpoſing of 
_ them,he brought (2contraris) rhree parts of every crowne vnto his coffers, and did in 
progreſle of rime accumulate a very great treaſure : and yet did he increaſe Officers 
fees, according to thealteration of time,which (by accidentall cauſes) had madeeue. 
ry thing deerer. : 


Thus much ob;ter, Now if a Metcbant be alſoa FaQor for others in the buying 
and ſelling of Commodities, delivering of monies at intereſt, and by dealings in Ex- 
changes and Rechanges, hauing faQoridge allowed tohim for the ſame, according to 
the manner of Merchants,ſome more and ſome le - they agree betweene them, the 
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difference in keeping other mens Accounts with whom they haue any correſ pon- 
dence,isbur imall; for if it be for goods or merchandiſes ſ01d,they will intitle the Ac- 
count, Goods of the Account of ſuch a mando owe vato Caſh ſucha ſumme paied for 
Cuſtome and Charges or if it be for goods bought, he will dothe like, and diſcharge 
the Accounts by making the [aid Merchant Debitor or Creditor,for it is as the ſaid 
Accounts require,which he doth alſocharge with fatoridge, or prouiſion for his ſal- 
larie: and therefore all FaQors keepe a particular Account, to know what they haue 
gotten by faQtoridge or prouiſion at the yeres end,and then they charge that Account 
with their chargesand all ſuch expences, as thsy haue been at,and the remainder is PO- 
ſed to Capitrall, as in the Account of Profit or Loſle ; whereupon ſome others doe 
bring their charges and expences,and {ſo carry all the prouiſion to Capital or Stocke: 
Herein euery man may vſe his pleaſure, for this manner of Account affordeth many 
| diſtin&ions all which ſeuerall branches or members of Account may be broughr 
Diſmembring to make vp the compleat Bodie for by the diſmembring of an Account, ſeparating 
—— hing in his-proper nature,you are inabled to finde out many ec d intri- | 
| euery thing in his-prope y ) finde out many errours and intr 
cateneſſe of Accounts, by reducing the Body of it to his perfeion, 

In this place may be expected adeclaration of the ſeuerall Coynes, or calculation 
of monies,wherein the Bookes of Merchants Accounts are kept beyond the Seas:Bur 
becaule the ſame is founded vpon the ſeuerall Exchanges beweene countrie and coun- 
tries, I haue thought good to reterre the ſame in the proper place of Exchanges here- 

after fallowing, and to conclude this ſecond part of Lex cMercatoria, with that nota- 
AQuelion ble queſtion made by the Civilians ; VWhether a Merchant or a Banker, keeping two 

| —_ ?*pour Bookes of Account,the one concerning the monies of his Banke, and the other touch- 
'Bookes of ing trade of Merchaydiſe for wares, ſhall be cenſured alike for ſuch monies as he ow- 
_ eth vnto his Creditors ? So that the Creditors (after his deceaſe) ſhall all tand in e- 
quall degree to be paied;either in the whole or in part, if the Bankers eſtate be not ſuf- 
ficient for the paimenc thereof, Herein the Iudges of Merchants doe make no diffe- 
rence, but the Civilians haue made a great diſtin&ion therein,and they ſay, That the 
Booke of the Banke, is more to be credited than the other, for,ſaith Zenucnuto Strac- 
cha, the Booke of the Banke was kept publikely, and the other (as it were) ſecret to 
himſelfe ; ſo that the Creditors of the one are to be diſtinguiſhed from the other, as 
being two negotiations,and to be dealt therein according to their ſeuerall natures,and 

_ the meanes thereof extant, with ſuch confiderations as may be incident there- 

unto. Todeclare my owne opinion, I ſay, That the Canon and Ciuile 

Law, making nodiſtinRion in the payment of the Teſtators 
Debts,betweene monies owing for wares or for in- 
tereſt , there ought not to be any diffe- 
rence in the nature of the debts,in 
regard of the Bookes of 
Accounts. 


The End of the ſecond Part. 
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wo Avixc (intheFirſt and Second Part of this Pooke) intreated of b 
the Body and Soule of Trafficke,namely, Mommodities and\Mo- : 
& nies. Let vs now handle the predominant part of the caurſe of - 

. Trafficke,which is the Exchange for monies,by Bills of Exchan- 

wv - ges for forraine parts, compared to the Spirit or Facultie of the 

© Soule. For as monies doe infuſe life to commodities by the 

meanes of Equalitie and Equitie,preuenting aduantage betweene 

Buyers and Sellers : ſo Exchange for monies by Bills of Exchan- 

ges (being ſeated euery where)corroboraterh the Vitall Spirit of Trafficke, direQing 

aud controlling (by juſt proportions) the prices and values of commodities and ,mo+ 

ney,as ſhall be declared. 

Many men cannot well diſcerne thediſtin&ionof the Spirit in ſundry matters, be- 
cauſe man(conſiſting of Body and Sqple(that)which belongerh to the Spirit)iscom- 
priſed vader the name Soule: bur if they bewilling to vnderttand the neceflary diſtin- 

Qion hereof,reaſon in the Theoricke Part, will demonſtrate the ſame in the Praftike 
Partof this diſcourſe of Exchanges. 

Saint Paul in the later end of his ſecond Epiſtle to the Theſſaloniaws, wiſhed a ſan- 2.The[5.25; 
Qification to their ſpirits and ſoules, and their bodies vnrill the day of ludgement. 

For albeit the Spirit of man, is rightly termed to be rhe Facultie of the Sonlezyet the The Facultie 
parts of the Soule concerning Vaderſtanding and Will, haue their proper relation , Sue 
for thar part called Vnderſtanding,is ſeated chiefly in the Soule,as Willis inthe $ pi. of man, 
rit,both to be accompanied with Kriowledge. 

The Philoſophers have made this diſtinion by their Chimicall obſeruation: and 
ſuch as place the Soule inthe bloud(diſperied through all the veinesof the body)doe 
alſo place the Will of man in the ſpirit, reſiding in the heart of man,which the Anato- 
miſts demonſtateth to be a little concauitie, where the drops of the vitall bloud are 
placed inthe heart, whichare ſeared vp,and the place is ſhrunke in bodies which haue 
becne poiſoned. 

To make applicationof this compariſon betweene the Soule and Spirit, wee ſhall Sppicntigh 
finde by the following diſcourſe, that euen as the Spirit of man is predominantouer parign. 
the Soule and Body in all the actions thereof, which by the bloud are quickned and 
Prejgrued, cuen {o is the Exchange for monies by Bills of Exchanges, ouerruling.the 
courſe of commonditiesand monies inall places where the ationof money. is felt or 
feene,direCting the ſame (by fome due proportions) accordingly. FALL 
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y clared) the firſt Siluer monies coined by the Romanes is almoſt 
Ba 1900 YCarcs ſince, And cuenas money was inuented to be made 
*%. Of the beſt metralls, toauoid the troubleſome carriage of commo.- 
—o& ditics vpand downe,and from one country into another : So (vpon 
Y. S®) the like confiderations) when other nations (imitating the Ro- 
The cauſe of S$ ery Mans)did coine monies, Exchange by Bills for monies was deui- 
_ _—_ ſed, toauoid borh the danger and aduenture of monies and the troubleſome carriage 
thereof. This mony now being made by divers Nations of ſeuerall ttandards and di- 
gers ſtamps and inſcriptions,(as-a Marke of Soueraignetie) cauſed them to appoint a 
certaine exchange, for the permutation of the ſeuerall ſorts of coines indiuers coun- 
tries, without any tranſportation of the coine,but giuing Par pro Pari,or value for value, 
with a certaine allowance to accomodate the Merchant : and the officers to execute 
the ſame,were called Numulary, Argentary, and Collybiſte, that is to ſay, Numelary of 
Nummus or the coyne it ſelfe , Argentary, becauſe the filuer coynewas moſt vſuall in 
the courſe of trafficke, and Co//ybiſte, becauſe it fignifieth a reward for Exchanging. 

Here now let vs obſerue foure manner of Exchanges which haue beene vſed, and in 
ſomecountries are yet continued,albeit ſome of them areabrogared in England,com- 


monly called Cambio Commune,Cambio Reall, Cambio Siccoand Cambio Fittitio, which de- 
nomination may be admitted. 


: The firſt manner of Exchange called CambiqgCommune, is properly that Exchange 


Cambio Which che ſaid Collibiſte, or common Exchangers did vie by the authoritie of Princes 
Commune. and Common-weales, forthe lawfnll and currant monies of their Kingdomes aud Ter- 
ritories; which was found tobe very expedient and neceſſary, and was eſtabliſhed to 
preuent theexportation of money from one country into another country : and theſe 
Exchangers did deliver 1a all countries the monte in one ſpecie, for the montes in 
other ſpecies by them receiued, as aforeſaid. VVhereupoh King Edward the third of 
England cauſed certaine Tables to be ſet yp at Douer and other places of the Realme, 
declaring the value of the ſaid ſundry ſpecies of coyne of all countries traſfickin 
with his ſubjeCts,and the allowance which Merchants were to giue to haue their turns 
ſerued , as may appeareby the good Lawes made in his time, when there was monies 
coynded in diuers places of this Kingdome,and not in one mint only,within the Tow- 
er of London. And this was long before the diſcouery of the Weſt-Indies, from 
whence the ocean of Monie did runne into Chriſtendome. And for the gouernement 
of the ſaid Tables,all was at the direQion of the Maſter of the Kings Mintat London, 
and with a correſpondence of other Mints, namely, at Canterburte, at Kingſton vpon 
Hull, New-caſtle vpon Tine, Briftoll,and Excerer. And the Exchanger for the King 
at London did alſodepute Exchangers in the moſt places, except that certaine Mer- 
Friſcobaldithe Chants of Florence, called Friſcobaldi, were the Kings Exchangers at Kingſton, New- 
Exchangers. caffe,and Exceter, who made the ſaid Exchanges of value for value, with a reaſonable 
allowance and by their meanes were all the ſaid Mints fer on worke,and the cranſpor- 
tation of our Monies was prevented ; for as Biſhop T»fds booke of Arethmarticke 


declareth, 
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declarerb,by giuing par pro parz,ot value for value, there was nogaine left to the tranſ- 
OrteET, 

The Kings of England did conſtitute theſe Exchangers, euenas the Cambiadotes 
and Banquers arevſed in other countries, being authoriſed by the King or Prince of 
the ſaid countries;eſpecially King Edward the firſt of England; who had two Exchan- 
gers, the One called Ciſios Camby infra Turrim, who had the charge in buying of Bulli- 
on and to looke to the coynage of Monie within the Realme, noi called the Wardeti 
of the Mint: the other was called Keeper of rhe exchange and rechange within or to- 
wards this Realtme,for Monies to be pated z- fperie, by Bills of Exchanges beyond the 
ſeas.” And afterwards the ſaid Exchanges wete made without naming the pperzes, but 
according to the value of the ſeuerall coynes, = this was called Cambium Regis, or 
_— Exchange; which cauſed Queene E/Fabeth to name the Burſe in London ac- 
cordingly. | Ip | 

This office appeareth to haue beene ifghe elenenth yeare of the ſaid King Edward, 
by an A& of Parliament tnade at Acton Burnell, finte whieh time the {ſucceeding 
Kings and Queens haue continiied the ſame by {ixteene ſeucrall Letters Patents. And 
whereas it ſeemed that the ſaid two Exchangers eoild not execute their offices conue- 
niently being aſunder; ir fell our, that in Herry the fixth bis time,a Law was made, by 
which both offices were put into one mans hand;and ſo continued many yeares, vatill 
thetime of ging Henry the 8, when he cauſed baſe 'Monies to be made at the ſcigeof 
Bulloigne, whereupon no certaine Exchange could be grounded: albeit that before 
that time, in the twoand twentieth yeare of bis raighe,he cauſed a Proclamation to be 
made according toan old Statute made in the time of King 8chard the ſecond, That 
no perſon ſhould make any Exchanges contraty to the ſaid meaning or A& of Parlia- 
ment, vpon paine to be taken to be the Kings mortallenemy, and to forfeit all thathe 
might forfeit. Fot in his noble fathers time King Herry the ſeuenth, the Bankers had 
invented a courſe of merchandiſing by Bills of Exchanges,which they named Cambio 

fecco,and Cambio filtitio. h | | Eo, 

This Cambio ſicco, alias called dry Exchange, is in this manner : A Merchant hath 
occaſion to vſe,Yerb; gratia,one hundreth pounds, which they will deltuerhim in Lon- 
don, to be paied vntotheir Factor at Stoad: but haning there no Factor of his owne, 
the faid Merchant is content to make his Bill of Exchange vpon the Bankers FaQor;, 
payable to him the {aid Factor, with otder and advice, that whenthe ſaid Bill ſhall be 
due, he ſhall charge him by Exchange againe, and take vp the moniie there,and he will 
pay the ſame with the rechange and charges of FaQoridge ahd Brokeridge : wherein 
they will be ſure to make him pay very great vie or intereſt, of fifreene or twentie in 
the 100 for the taking vpofrhis monie,and to make it more drier Exchange,they will 
be contented to take no Bill at all, bur the Merchants promiſe to pay it as other men 
do at the ſame time,dealing in Exchange for the ſaid place of Stoad, and in like man- 
ner for other places. 

Cambio fiffitio is yet more pernitious, and performed in this manner: A Merchant 
(to keepe his credit) being driuen to buy goods for a ſhift, when Money 1s not tobe 
had,and he will not be beholding vnto others, comming vato them (as having ſtore of 
commodities at all times)they faine that they haue need of Monie,and muſt fell their 
commodities for ready Monie ; prouided alwaies(ſay they with louing proreſtations) 
wew1ll pleaſure you thus far, looke what the goods come vnto, we will take it vp for 
you by Exchange for Venice, Lyons, or ſome other place, ſo as you will pay vs for Ex- 
change, Rechange, or any other incident charges : whereuntorhe Merchant agreeing, 
then ſhall he be ſure ro pay ſoundly for the vſe of the Money, and loſe exceedingly 
vpon the wares. | 

Theſe two biting manner of Exchanges being diſcouered, were by an A& of Parli- 
ament prohibited in the third and fourth yeare of King Henry the ſeuenth : afterwards 
(as is noted)the Exchange being diicontented in the time of King Heary the eight, it 
happened that the former abuſes came to be rife againe in the raigne of King Edward 
the ſixth, which cauſed the vſe of Exchange tobe vtterly forbidded for a ſhorr rime. 
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But as ſhips cannot ſaile without water, no more can trafficke ſubfiſt withour Ex- 
change in the accuſtomed places : ſo that the inconueniences appearing it was reſto- 
red againe in hope of good dealing and reformation promiſed by other Princes, con- 
cerning the Royall Exchange. But in the time of Queene 24ary it was againe negle- 
lected; who: beeing martied with King Philip the ſecond of Spaine, did conniue in 
thoſe things, becauſe the dominion of the Low.countries were eſteemed to b&vnder 
one degree. [32 ; 

In thebeginning of the raigne of Queene Z/;zabeth, new complaint were made of 
the new, Exchanges,by M* Hſſcll Courtmaſter of theCompanie of Merchants Aduen- 
turers; but no mancould apply or findea remedie to moderate the inequalitie of Ex- 
changes, and to haue value for valye, as appeareth by Letters Patents granted to the 
old Lord Treaſurer Burghley,who did not execute the ſame in three and twenty yeares 
aftcr for want % true dire&tion, to the great loſle of the Realme, as may be ſeeneby a 
Commiſſion it Blanke returned by divers Merchants : albeit the Italian Merchants 
1n thoſe daies could not deny the abuſes therof being expoſtulated withall,as by their 
politicke Letters appeareth, vnder the and of _Mcerbo Yelntelli, Suigo Canalcanti, and 


 others,who wanted not ſome vpholders to maintaine their priuate benefit. 
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Of the true calculationof Monies in Exchange by Bills of Ex- 


changes, according to Parpro pari. 


Ce2 WJ fineſſe of the Monles of each other countrie,according to their ſe- 
ROE 2 ucrall (tandards proportionable in their valuation, which (being 
rruely and juſtly made,maketh the price of Exchange for cuery place,according tothe 
denomination of the lMony,whereupon all Exchangers are made. 
Theſe Exchanges doe much differ inthe name and proportion betweene the gold 
and filuer obſerued in moſt Countries; fo that wee are to examine and compare our 
weight aforeſaid, with the weight of other countries: and the finenefſe of the fter- 
ling ttandard with the fineſſe of the ſeuerall ſtandards of the coynes of other Coun- 
tries: and if wediffer not with them in the proportion betweene the gold and filuer, 
then may our Exchanges run at one price both for gold and filuer, taking the denomi- 
nation according to the valuation of Monies of each countries : and hereby ſhall wee 
finde how much fine filuer or gold our pound ſterling containeth, and what quantitie 
of other monies of Germany, lraly, France, the Low-countries, Eaſtland,and elſewhere 
weareto haue in Exchange tocounteruaile the ſame in the like weight and fineſſe an- 
ſwerablevnto ours,be itby the Pound, Doller, Ducat, Crowne,or any other imaginarie 
or reall coyne, giuing alwajes value for value, and receiuing the like, which 13 called 
Par. Butthis courſe of Exchange being of late yeares abuſed, and (as it were) made a 
merchandiſe,doth overrule the courſe of Commodities and Monies by riſing and fal- 
ling inprice according toplentie and ſcarcitie of Mony,and inregard of diſcrepaunce 
and diſtance of time and place: which made ſome Merchants (by miſtaking) rocom- 
pare the courſe of Commodities and Exchange tobe a like zas if the meaſure of a 
| thing 
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thing,and the thing meaſured thereby were alone. For euen as mony 1s Publica Men- 
ſ#ra, or the publike meaſures within the Realme betweene man and man: ſo is Ex. 
change for monies, the ppblike meaſure berweene vs and forraine countries for all 
commodities bought and fold,which therefore requireth a certainetie in the calcula. 
tion of the Par aforeſaid, admitting neuerthelefſe an aduantage aboue the ſame, vpon 
occaſions on either fide. | 

This Exchange is properly made by Bills, when monie 1s delivered firmply here in 
England, and Bills receiued for the ſame, to haue the payment thereof in ſome other 
countrie beyond the Seas, ot when the like is done beyond the ſeas, and the moni is 
receiued here in England, and that vponacertaine price agreed vpon betweene partie 
and partie,which is terined the price of Exchange, whereof Merchants haue the onely 
and whole diſpoſing,and buy and ſel] their commodities beyond the Seas according- 
ly : without that few or none of them do looke into the nature of Exchange, as afore- 
ſaig,but onely ro the preſent obje&,which is,to know how the price of Exchange go- 
eth at the time when they hauec occaſion to deale therewith : howbeir ſuch merchants 
as neuer or ſeldome deale for Commodities, but altogether for Monie by Exchange 
baue another obſeruation therein; and Merchants that will be Exchangers indeed, 
muſt know perfeQly the weight and fineſſe of our Engliſh coyne, and of the forraine 
coyne alſo, and compare the ſame together to make the ſaid calculation of Exchan- 
ges ; wherein they are not to be directed by the valuation which is vncertaine and in- 
conſtant; much leſſe by the tolleration of monies beyond the Seas to goe cutrant a- 
boue the ſaid valuation; ſothat by authoritie they ought to be gouerned and direRed 
herein, declaring the truevalue for value, or Par pro Part, as the very foundation of all 
Exchanges; becauſe this is not a fit ſtudie for every Merchants capacitie, and may be 
doneneuerthelefle with great facilitic, and without interruption of trafficke, as ſhall 
be declared, ts 

But to come firſt to the particulars concerning weight, wee ate to know, that inall 
places beyond the Seas, they vſe for their monies (bothof Gold and Siluer)the marke 
weight of eight ounces, heretofore ſpoken of, with the diuiſfion of twentie pennie 
weight,or twentie Engliſh, ſo called beyond the Seas, and the. {ubdaaifion of twentie 
and fouregraines here, or 32 azcs or graines there... Theſeeight ounces compared 
vnto our pound weight Troy of twelue ounces, are within a little all one, ounce for 
ounce in weight. But vpon the pound of twelue ounces, as atoreſaid, which is one 
| markeanda halfe markeweight of theirs, it is found that in the faid proportion of a 
pound, our weight is heauier than the weight of Germany and the Low-countries by 
three pennie weight ; and than the weight of France, Italy, Spaine, and Scotland, by 
foure pennie weightgall which may be conſidered in theprice of Exchanges,in allow - 
Ing more or leſſe ric Par according as the fonndation of the Exchange lieth,ceither 
vpon our twentie Shillings ſterling, or vpon their Crowne, Ducar, Doller, Florin, or 
other coyne, which is properly the head or Radix Camby, wherupon Exchanges were 
made. This weights ro be conſidered in the weight of the peece of coyne, and from 
the peeces tothe number of them in the marke ar pound weight aforeſaid. 

Cancerning the fineſſe of monie to be calculated in Exchange, the ſame is knowne 
by by it muſt be diſtinguiſhed thereby;that is roſay, Ve ought to know how 
much fine Siluer or fine Gold there is in the-marke or pound weight, of che ſundry 
Ccoynes of the ſeuerall ſtandards of monies of all countries, where Exchanges are vſed 
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betweene vs and them : and to calculate the fame vpon the pound ſterling for fome 


places, or vpon the Crowne, Ducar, Doller, Florin, and other imaginary coynes for 
Other places,tothe end we may haue fineſſe anſwered by weight. ad 

Tovnderſtand the premiſſes,ler vs ſuppoſe thara Merchant ſtranger commerh into 
the Realme, and bringeth with him many vnknowne and ages. coynes, tohave the 
coyne of the Realme for it,according tovalue for value by weight and finefſe,andthar 


the ſaid Merchant (bauing weighed the ſaid coynes) bath a ſufficient knowledge of T1. manner 
the quantitie of fine Siluer and Gold which is contained in the faid weight, and his 
defire is to hauetheſame anſiwered vatohimby the like weight, and by chelike 
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neſſe inweight in monies of this Kingdome, Herein(nodoubt)he will beaſſured,whar 
fineneſſe or fine Siluer and Gold there is in our monies,and that he may haue the ſame 
by weight in the ſaid quantitic of coines,whereupon(after the weight of our monies) 
he will calculate diſtinaly whar quantitie of Siluer and Gold there is in the ſaid mo. 


nies,and what quantitic of Copper, and ſo will require the full quantitie both of the 
Siluer & Gold,and of the Copper accordingly. So is it with the matter of Exchange, 
grounded vpon the very value of coynes, if there were no valuation whereby the price 
of coynes is baptized and receiueth a name, which giueth a denomination of price 
vato the {aid coynes, or vato the Exchanges of the ſaid coynes, which in the manner 
aforeſaid maketh the ſaid price of Exchange, 


But ſo long as tie calculation remainerh vpon weight and fineſſe, without reſpe& 


 hadtothe valuation; ſo loag may we eſteeme the ſaid coines to be in the nature of 


Materialls or Bullion , that is ro ſay, Prohibited monies to be currant, which forreine 
Nations call Bullion, as it were vnlawfull and fit to be molten downe, from whence 
the word Bullion is derined,or which other nations call to be Materialls, or Maſſe of 
Gold and Siluer,euen as Copper is called Allay or mixture thereunto, . 
Concerning the Valuation of Montes, we haue already in the Second Part intrea- 
ted thereof, compendiouſly and ſubſtantially : ſo that in this place we are troobſerue 
the denomination, which giueth a rateor price vato Exchanges, euen as it doth vnto 
the ſeucrall Species of monie in their kinde, ET 
Concerning the proportion betweene the Gold and S1lſuer in the ſaid Exchanges 
weare to obſerue, that when the proportion betweene the Gold and Siluer was 12 to 
one,orone pound of Siluer ro an ounceof Gold (which is now 13 + toone; ) then the 
enſning calculation in Exchange was true, namely, to account eight Carrats of 
fine Gold, or foure ounces of fine Siluer for twentie ſhillings ſterling, reſeruing inthe 
ſaid ratea reaſonable gaine for the Merchants towards their gaines and charges, But 
now that the ſaid proportion is altered, and that thirttene ounces and =part, or foure 
pennie weight is appointed to be giuen for one ounce of neceſlitie it followerh chat 
the Siluer is vndervalued,,and the Gold aduanced : fo that in matter of Exchange 
there ariſeth a two-fold confideration, the one to be eſtabliſhed in Par, according to 
the Gold coines,and the other after the Siluer Coines. And this meaſure of Exchange 
betweene.vs and forreine Nations is very tender and delicate; yet Merchants occafi- 
ons in the courſe of trafficke,doexceed the ſaid limitation vpon plenrie or ſcarſitie of 
monie, and rhe many deliuerers or takers vp of the {aid monies according rhereunto, 
which is propor to confirme the mutabilitie of Exchanging aboue the ſaid Par, but 
neuervnder the ſame : for it is like vnto the Needle of the Compaſle, which hath been 
touched vpon the fixed North Starre. —_ 
Some Merchants are'ſo farre wide from the knowledge of thFalue of coynes, and 
the Exchanges made thereupon, that they are of opinion, That there can be no cer- 
taineRateor Parof Exchange ſertto anſwere juſtly the value of the coynes in torreine 
parts,by reaſon of the diverſitie and difproportion of the coynes of Gold and Siluer, 
and their intrinſicall and extrinficall values. But theſe Merchants are to vnderſtand, 
that the monies of all Countries baue a proportionable valuation relativegyithin 
theraſelues, according to their ſeuerall ſtandards for weight and fineneſſe, ol the 
{maller and baſer coyne haue ſome little knowne aduantage,which may be conſidered 
of in Exchange, if there be cauſe that the quantitie of thoſe monies doe exceed the 
bigger and finer coine. This conſideration hath beene had heretofore ; and eſpecially 
' inthe Paragreed vpon betweene the Low-countries and this Realme,in the yere 1575, 

when vpon the Philip Doller the Exchange was at twentie five ſhillings the Par, and 
the ſmall monies would exceed twentie ſeuen ſhillings,and vpwards, but the quantitie 
did not ſurmount the better coine. The like was vpon the Paz agreed vpon with the 
States of the vnited Prouinces, 4nn0 1586, at thirtie three ſhillings foure pence ; and 
with'Hamborough and Stoade,totwentic foure ſhillings nine pence Lubiſh vponthe 
Rickes Doller of thirtie tnree ſhillings, or nine markes foure ſhillings for our pound 
ſterling of 20 ſhillings, making foure Dollers and one halfe ro anſwere the ſaid Par, 


which 
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which Dollar is inhaunced ſince to 54 ſhillings, and we reciue now bur 4. Dollars for 
the ſame,and ſo for other places accordingly, 
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Of the denomination of Tmaginarie Monies of all places, 
whereupon Exchanges are made by Bills. 


2 He denominationof Monies,which we cal Imaginarie, is becauſe there 
Ws is notany peculiar or proper mony tobe found 1n fecze, whereupon the 
d: Exchanges are grounded, as itwas intimes paſt in many places, where 
& ſome Monies were thecauſe to ground'the priceof Exchange vpon :as 
BY. our Angell Noble, being coined for fix ſhillings eight pence ſterling, 
7 — whereupon Exchanges have beene made, 'as now is done vþon 20 ſhil- 
lings, and ſo might the new Pieces of oitr Soueraigne Kihg 7ames Laureat bee taken. 
But it is more proper to make Exchange$vpdtithe ſiſuer coines, for the priceof com- 
modities is moſt ruled thereby in all places, which by-the quantitie is 500 toone. 


Hence did proceed the cauſe, that wheh our gold inthe Yeare 1612 was aduanced ten' 


in the hbndred aboue the filuer,the price of Commaditie did not riſe, albeit forreine 
Nations did cauſethe price of Exchange to fall. Bur if Sifuer were inhaunced, pre- 
ſently the price of commodities would follow as the rule thereof and the price of Ex- 
change would fallmore, for Exchange will ouer-rute both. | 
In like manner dowe call the monies of other countries, whereupon Exchanges are 
madeto be Imaginarie,as the Dollers in Germany, the Crownes in France,theducats 
in Italy and other places,which by the great diuerfitie you may vnderſtand as follow- 
eth ; together wit wp arts | 
The Calculations of Merchants Accounts, whereupon their Bookes of | 
are kept, according to their Imaginarie Monies, 


T* Flanders,Brabant,and moſt places of the Low-countries,they keepe their Books 
of Account and Reckonings by 2o ſhillings Flemiſh,euery ſhilling 12 deniers or 
pence,which ſhilling is 6 ſtyvers. 

In Artois, Henault,and other places by pounds Tournois of 20 ſtivers, or 40 pence 
Flemiſh, whereof ſix called guilderne or florins make the pound Flemith 1n all the 17 
Prouinces of the Netherlands. 

Some do reckon by pound Parafis,which are but 2o pence,wherof twelue make the 
pound Flemiſh : but their Accounts, as alſothe reckonings of their Prince, or Finan- 
Ces, are pr by pounds Tournois, which pound they diuide into 20 ſhillings, euerie 
ſhilling into twelue pence, and the like is done by the pound Parafis, and theſe haue 
alſo their ſabdiuifions of Obulus, Maille, Heller, Hallinck, Corte, Mites, Point Enge- 
vih, Poot,and ſuch like Copper monies too tedious to rehearſe. | : 

In Germanie in the yeare t520 was the gold Guilder coined for a generall Coine, 
and valued in Holland for 28 ſtivers, which is now i» ſpecie at double the price , neyer- 
theleſſe they do continue to buy and ſell all that great quantitie of Corne , which is 
brought from the Eaſt countries, Poland,and other places,by the laid gold Guilderof 
28 ſtivers, Their doller was coined at 65 Creurtzers, ſince riſen to 72 Creutzers z yet 
their exchange is made vpan the dollar of 65 Creutzers,which is imagtnarte. : 

o : y 
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The price of 
Gold nat (o. 
effeuall as) 
theprice of 

ſiluer, 


Poutd Fle< 
miſh, 


Pound Tour... 
nois. 


Pound Parafis 


Gold Guilder, 


Cicutzers.” 


—_—— Ju 


PEI 


Florins of 
60 Creutzcrs; 


Bohemicos. 


\ Piuers Guil- 


dcrs. 


Markes of 
32 grollcs, 


Ponnds of 20 
{ſhillings and 
12 hellers, &c- 


Pound ſter.. 
ling, 
Matkes of 
x6 ſhillings, 


Eight marks 


_ aDollar, 


Polifh guil- 
ders of thirty 
groſſcs, 


Florins Poliſh 
of18 farthings 


Floiins of 48 
ſhillings, 
Robleor mark 


Ducat Dz 
Camerde. 


DPucat Im. 
periall, 


* RC 


Lex'<Mercatoria. 
At Auguſta the exchange is made vpon the ſaid/Dollar of 65 Creurzers,at'; W 


ceks 
or 14 dayes ſight after the bill preſented, ; 070! } bus 917! 9 
Ar Frankford they reckon by the Guilderof 60 Creutzers, called in Latine Craci- 


Ag > 
. 


——— 


geri,being pieces witha Crofle, they are Florins, and their exchapge ismadevpanthe 


Dollar ot 65 Creutzers, payable inthe two yearely Paires or Matts,the one the weeke 
before Eaſter, and the other in the beginning of September ,'to continue for all the 
moneth. - LE —_ & > 4. 3. FS 9 

Ar Noremberg the exchange is madevpon the ſaid dollar of 65 Creutzers, & ma- 
ny times vpon the florin of 60 creutzers,which they alſo diuide into 20 ſhillings,and 
euery ſhilling 12 pence to keep their accounts by, : 


For Bohemia, Exchanges are made vpon the Dollar of twenty and foure Bohemi- 
Ar Vienna they reckon by guilders or florins of 8F, of 3o to the ſhilling, and 
two Heller to the penny,and Exchange is made thereupon, | 
At Baviera,by guilders of 7 , of 3o 4 for exchanÞes and accounts. | 
In Hungary by gilders of xo f,of 30 4,and by florins of 20 f;and 12 4to the ſhil- 
ling, and exchatges are made vpon their ducat, | ? * F-1 {LAST 
A Breſlo & Liplich they reckon by marks of 32 groſſes,of 12 Heller to the groſſe, 


and they exchange by 39 florins Breſlo's,to haue at Vienna 34-florins,orat Nerenberg 


32 florins: 


| > mt; © y 25 bl F abit Oy | 5 : KN TS <7:\ [ ; ; 
At VIme they reckon by pounds of, 20 f, and 12 heller tothe ſhilling,and their ex- 
change is made vpon the doflargf 60 Greptzers. [; 4 Vi 


. $ ” Mm 


At Coloigne by dollarsoF-72: Fo phages 5 accounts and exchanges. | 
_ At Embden they teckop by guilders, aydgxchange vpon therickx dollar;but from 

London hither and thither ypon the # ſterling of 20 f. = Lvl | 
At Hamborough they ant by marks of 1 6 fLubiſh, of 12 4to the f. Exchan- 

ges for London vpon 20 ſferling, and forother places vpon the Ricks Dollar before 
mentioned of 33, now by them inhanced tq,5 4 flubiſh,or ſo many ſtivers Flemiſh. 
hey reckan by marks of 16 f ſnudens, and the exchange 1s vpon the 


Tn Pomerania t J 
rickx dollar of 32 f of two ſnydens. 


# y 


In Sweden they reckon by markes, whereof 8 make a Dollar, whereupon they ex- 
change, and 2 fnarks make a Clipping of 9g.<ſtivers. ale f 

In Denmarke vpon marks of 1 6 f, Exchange vpon the dollar. NEEE 

In Danſike they keepe their account in Poliſh guilders,of 3o groſles,cuery guil- 
der of 18 4 tang groſfle, They buy with the great Marke of 60 grofles,or with the little 
marke of 15 Frofle,alſoby ſcocof z great Marks ; and they exchange vpon the Florin 
Poliſh,or vpon the pound Flemiſh, paiable at 14 dates,and alſo one moneth. 

AtRiga they buy by dollars or florins Poliſh of 18 farthings,wherofthe 1x make 
tendollars: but rheir exchange is made vponthe ricx dollar. 

Theaccounts in Barbary are kept, and commodities are ſold by a ducat of of tenne 
ounces to the ducat, and 8 eights to the ounce, valued at x 2 dfſterling. | 

In Poland their accounts are made by marks,and the exchanges vpon the dollarand 
alſovpon the florin of 48 {, the marke being <part of it. 

In Ruſha they haue ſmall coine of 11 ounces 15 penny weight fine, called Den- 
gen,whereof 320 pieces weigh bur a marke of $ ounces. They exchange vpon the do]- 
larof Germany;but for London vpon their roble,which is double ducat,accunted to 
be a marke ſterling,or 13 49. —_—— | 

AtRome they kcepe their accounts by ducats D# Cameraof 13 Iulic exery Ducat, 
which they diuide in 20 f, and etery ſhilling 12 pence. Theirexchange is alſo made 
vpon the ſaid ducat De Camera, which for Lyons are made paiableby marks D'or,or of 
gold,ſfo called, but are imaginary. | 

At Millain they keepetheir accounts by ducat Imperial,dinided by 20 {and 12 4, 
and \aoiyy. are madealſovpon the ſaid ducar, accounting 80 f'to the ducat Impe- 


riall. Butall cheir buyings are made by a DNucat currant of an hundred and twentie 
; l 


et. te. i. 
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Ar Venice they account by pounds Flemiſh of ten ducars of 24 grofle, which they 
diuide in 20 ſhillings and 12 pence, alſo by the ducat of 124 ſhilliogs, called Dacato 
di Banco, or currant, and thereupon exchanges are made, | 

Ar Florence they account by Crownes of 2 © ſhillings, and 12 pence tothe ſhil- 
ling, or by a ducat called Largo,or Scripto in Banco for exchanges, Florin is twenty and 
foure Quatrinij. | 

At Genoaall accounts and exchanges are made by crowns of ſixty ſhillings, diui- 
ded by 20 ſhillings and 12 pence, and here are aboue 15 Banksor Exchanges, | 

At Verona the Exchange is made vpon the Ducat of 93 ſhillings,and they make 
their accounts by 20 ſhillings, and 12 pence tothe ſhilling. | 

Art Luca Exchanges are made for diucrs places in Italy ; and for Lyons: vpon the 
Ducar, | 5 

At Naples they account by ducats,taries;and graines,the Ducat 19 carlini,tarie is 
two carlini or tworoyals,and exchanges are made hereupon for the moſt places of Ita- 
ly. But for Lyons they exchange by number; as 125 Ducats for one hundreth 
Crownes. 

In Calabria, Puglia,exchanges are made vpon the ſaid ducat of 10 carlini. 

At Ancona exchange is made on the ducat of 2 1 groſſe, which is 7» ſpecze 23 grofle, 
and isalfo 14 Carlini,of 6 Bollidini fora Carline, 


' A. ” 


AtBologna they account by piaſtra or porind of 20 Bologneſi : the exchange isvp- 
on the ducat of 4 Piaſtri. ps To 

AtPalermo in Siciliathe ducat is x ; tarie,of two carlinithe tarie. 

The five royalsof Spainare 6 tarie,they account by ounces of 3o tarie to 20 grains, 
_ arie and cuery grain of 6 Piccolie, and their exchanges are made vpon ftorines 
of 6 tarij; 7% IT F | 

Ar : in France all thejr arcounts by an edi made in the yeare 1577 aretobe 
kept in French crowns of 60 Soulz or three pounds Tournots,and their exchanges are 
made thereupon, vnleſſe ir be for ſome places in Iraly,where they exchange for num- 
ber,to haue ſo many ducats for fo many crownes of the ſum, but not ix pecie which is 


altogether imginarie, yet reſpeing value or Par, ES: 

At Paris, Roan, &c. their accounrs and exchanges vpon the ſaid crowne. 

In Spain,at Sevill, Madrill, and other places, their accounts areall kept by Malve- 
dies,whereof 375 areefteemed ro make a ducat of exchange of eleuen Ryals,cnery ry- 
| all i834 Malvedies,and ſo maketh but 374. Others keepe their accounts by Ryals of 
34 Malvedies in Ryals, as our Engliſh'/Merchants do, an4 their exchange is madevp. 
oa this imaginarie ducat of 6 Crndred feuenty fiuve-Malvedie, to be paid in Banke 
with fine vpon the thouſand, which is the ſalarie of the Banker, or without the Banke 
tobe paid without the ſame. 


 InCaftiletheirexchanges are alſo made vponthe ducat of ;75 Malvedies , which 


they calf in the Bill of Exchange Dacades # oro,o! de peſo, to be paid out of the Banke is 
better by fix or eightpro milliar. | erb1 it: -oTnids : 

| Inthekingdom of Arragon, Barcelona, Valentia, Saragoſſa,and Catalonia,the;Rot- 
all of plate is 23 Dinero's, and theducat is 12 Ryals, whereupon they make their Ex- 
chapges: and their accounts are by 20 ſhillings and r2-pence for cuery Ducat- of, 12 
Royals,as aforeſaid, 28) 7 


Ar Lixborn they keepe their acconnts by Mill Reas, whereof 400 Reas niakeadu- 
Cat 4/ias Cruſado, Mill Reas is 22 Royals of ten Teſtons, euery Teſtanis 100 Reas. 
There is alſoreftons of 4 Vintains, the Royall is two Vintains, andthe Exchange 1s 
mage vpor the ducat of 450,&c; - IO PRE 210.1 OTTER, | wort, a 
In Turky, ar Aleppo, Tripoli,and Cotiſtantinople,by Sultances of 120 Aſpers,. or 
Dollars of $o Aſpers,euery afperis ten Macharines.  » | Fm edi 
Ar Alexandria in Egvpt they account by ducats. There isa ducat d: Pargo,making 


N > 
— 


3 ducats of Venice, alfo Italian Ducats of 35 maids, and the Venice ducatis beerer, 

and maketh 40 maids, | | 19 21:7 283 4c ple 9 

Ar Edenborough in Scotland Exchanges are made ypon the Marke peece of He 
. y L12 Te TS whic 


—_——__— 


Ducat di Ban 
C0, 


Ducart Largay 
or Scripto iu 
ba#css 


Crownes of 
60 ſhillings, 


Ducat of 
ſhillings, NY 


-Ducatof x6 


|S: arliaj, 


Ducat of 4t 
grofle, 


Piaftra or 
pound, 


Ducat of 13 
carie, 


Crownes of 
Exchange. 2 


Ducatof 379 
Malu cditso 


Ducat de Peſo 
or D'ero, 


Ducat of-xa= 
Royallg, 


\ 


Du-ae or Cruz 
ſat of 40o rcay 


Sulranees of | 
120 aſperss, 


Ducat de 
Pargo, . : os 


Marke Sedts.” 
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which is valued in Englandat 13 -penny, being otherwiſe 13 =penny,or 13 ſhillings 
foure pence Scots: So one Markeand a halfe Scots is twenty thillings Scots, and 20. - 
Pound Scots, pence ſterling 1s one pound Scottiſh, which1s.12 toone. The 18 pieces of 29 ſhil- 
lings is by the ſaid valuation twenty ſhillings three pence: and the Taker vp of the 
mony at London payeth for 12 pence the ſaid markeof 1 3 < pence, at 2 or 3 moneths 

time,in Scotland,as they canagree. 

Poundlriſh, At Dublin in Ireland the 15 ſhillings ſterling is one pound Iriſh of 20 ſhillings , 
whereuponexchanges are made,with allowance of ſix pence oreight pence vpon eue- 
riepound payable at London ; and fBr want ofa Mint no Bullion is imported thither, 
and Exchanges are diuerted into other places. | | 

 Poundftclin Aft London all Exchanges are made vpon the pound ſterling of 20 ſhillings , and 

x 2 pence to the ſhilling,for Germany,the Low: countries,and other places of traffick: 
*and for France vpon the French Crowne : for Italy, Spaine,and other places, vpon the 

ducat,or for the dollar and florin in ſome places,according tothe cuſtom of the place, 

Whereof more particularly is to be obſerued in the Courſe of Exchanges, 


- 


a mpammnt 


as CHAP. IV. a 
. Of the Times of payment of Monies by Exchange, and .. 
eeegi. ct the Termesof Art yſed therein. © 


DER He diſcrepance of Time for the paymentof Monies by exchange, 

= bath arcgard to the diftance of the place or places where the mo- 

5 Op 124; ey is tobe payd. Vhereinwe may conſider three kindes of Di- 

(2544: WEL] [EH uerfities,called by the termes of Art in matter of Exchange ; Ac 
d\ | 22-428 Sight, V (ance,and double Yſance,or treble.” 


| ” &) | 2D -, Theraking and delivering money at fight bindeth the taker vp | 
> Ez we of the monies rogiue his bil of exchange,directed vpon his friend 
fa&oi or ſeruant;inany place beyond. the ſeas,to pay vpon fight of it,or withih three, 


fonts} or moredaies,ſo michmony as hath been taken vp by bim,after ſuch a rate the 

pound, Dollar, Ducat, or Crowne, as it is agreed vpon betweene them 1n fortcin coin, 

No +: eirher according tothe valuation of monies, or currant money for merchandiſe which 
-'  &moreordinarie, becauſe Merchants will admit ſometimes to receiue- ſome Coynes 

at a higher rate than they are valued, vpon occaſion that ſome Species are required fot 

raliciesf tranſportation, or ſome otherwe to make payments.:which talleration is by authori. 
Fate,” tlemany times ſuffered todraw monies vnto their places of juriſdigion. Herein 1s to 
de nored;That if the Bill bemade payableat ſo many daies ſight, rhat the number of 

dayes muſt be expreſſed in the Bill or Bills, for commonly rhere are made three Bills 

.1>--+ - Of onerenor for every ſum of mony taken vp,becaule if one Bill be loſt, the other may 
19100215 ſrneimplace;”. ranch; | pomorpmen TT | 
At Vance, * The ſecond time of paynient, called. ſance, which is eirher the time of one mo- 
neth,two or three moneths,after the date of the Bil of Excbange,as hereafter is decla- 

red, according'tothe cuſtome.of the places where theſe exchanges do run : accord ing 

rowhich time,the party vpon whom the bil of exchange is directed, is to pay the ſame, 

+ Yhleſſe therebe good cauſerothe contrary,as ſhall appeare bereaſter. FW RA 
Doublevfance | The third rime"of payment, called double Y ſance, is citber two or more moneths, 


_— V= oralwaies double the time of the V ſance, reſpeRing by Cuſtome the courle thereof : 
aid many rimics exeliangesare made vponthe halfe Vance, whighis fifreene daycs. 


Burt 


I 


—__ 
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————— 


Butconfidering the winde and other hinderances, it is bettertolimir the dayes afrer' 


ſight in tbe Bill of Exchange,and to ſend the ſame by ſea and land wich aletrerofad- 
uice, which the Taker of money commonly doth deliverwith the Bill of Exchange 
whereunto the Bill makerh alſo relation, and treble V (ance is accordingly, 

There is another time for the payment of exchanges, where great paiments are 
made, as in Faires or Marts, as at Madrill and Medina del Campo, by three Feria's in 
the yeare ; at Lyons by foure paiments yearely, andat Frankford Twice cuerie yeare, 
CC. 

Thedifference of the times of payment doalterghe price of Exchanges according 
to the time, commonly after twelue,fifreene,or twenty in the hundred by the yere, $9 
betweenthe pound fterlingexchanged fot the Low: Countries 'at ſight and vſance, is 
betweene foure and fiue pence, and double Vſance and Vſance, fix or 7 pence, which 
ordinarily was accounted tobe but foure pence, after ro pro 160. But for the Faires 
and Marts it is very vacertain, becauſe the paiments-are all atone time, and rhe neerer 
the Faires are at hand,the more (hallthe taker vp of the monie ſaue by paying leſſe in- 
_ tereſt, becauſe heharh not had the vſe of the monie from the beginning that Exchan- 
ges were made for the Faires, which in queſtionable matters is very conſiderable. 

Vſance from London to and from Middleborough, Amſterdam, Antuerpe, Bruges, 
and Other place s in the Low-countries, is one monerhs time from the date of the Bill 
of Exchange, and.dou>levſance is twomoneths. 

Vſance from Hamborough is two moneths,and from Venige 3 moneths. 

Vſance from Antuerp to Roine is two months, and from Dons ro Rome a month, 

Vſance from Ancuerp to Venice is two months, to be payd in Banke. 

Vianceat Florence is two months, and-from Florehcero London three moneths, 

Vſance from Genoa toRome and Naples.is ren daies ſight ; and for Palermo and 
Antuerp is two'monerths by ordinarieobſeruarion, and fois Luca, | 

From Naples to-Antuerpe is twortivneths, and the like for Palermo, wn 

Vance forRoan and Paris is one motierh, but comitionly at z weeks ſight.* 

From Antverp and Londonto Senill is Fo tnonetlis. ' - ES 


Caſtile painienrs are in rbree Bavkes, and Feriasde Villalon, Medina del Catapo, 


and Medinadel Rio Sicco; but many times prolonged by the King of Spaine. © 
i Vance from'Eixborn ro London 9d Antuery is tivo moneths ; which Merchants 
arctoknow, becauſe the Bills of excHariges do not declare rhe ſame. OS. 
wo FORE TIY . I.4 6:7: 40, 3g | LE | JF 
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_ DE of the nature of Bills of Exchanges, 


"= He nature ofa Bil of Exchange is ſo noble and excelling all other dea- 
RARE [Sas lings betweene Merchants, that the proceedings therein are exrraor- 
Jo)! [; C2 dinary and fingular, and nor ſubie& roany preſcription by Law or o-' 
RED) (2D cherwiſe; but meerely ſubſiſting of a reverend cuſtome, vicd and fo- 
OY RI lemnifetconcerning theſame, For the berter declaration wherof ſet 


ſictdani, and from Ainſterdam to London againe, vis. 


- 71/4 (1:Laws Deo, Ading Auguſt 1622 in London===500 2,34f 64, 


| A 'T P ſence pay by this my firſt Bill of Bxchange 10 A.B. the ſumme of five butdveth 


JL. pownds flerling,at thirty faure ſhillings and fix pence Flemiſh, for enery pownd ſterling 
RY, Ty —e_ s Curran 


_ vs ſet downethe forme ofa Bill of Exchange froni London to Am. 


Paiments in 
Fairs or maits, 


Conſideration | 
in Exchanges. 
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Although 
HOW picd, Or 
| abuſed, 


Rarecuftomes 
in Bils of Ex- 
changes, 


—— 


Carrant money in Merchandiſe, for the value hereof receined by me of C.D. and put 11 to ac- 
count as per ddaice, A Dio, &Cc. | ; 


G.,M, 


Onthe backeſide is indorſed, Tomy loving friend Maſter W, C., Merchant at Amſter- 
dam, Pa, : 


This is the forme of a Bill of Egchange for monies delivered and taken vp at Lon- 
don for Amſterdam. The ſecond Bill doth differ in the addition of theſe words only, 


At Venice not hauing payd by my fir{t Bill, pay by this my ſecond Bill, and ſo inthe 
third Bill: for thereare commonly three Bills made,as aforeſaid. 


Laws Deo : Adj 20 of September 1622 in Amſterdam—100 Patzz f69. 


A T F ſance pay this my firſt Bill of Exchange vnto W. M, the ſumme of one hundreth 
pounds lawfull money of England, forthe walne hire ty me receined of D, H, Make 
bim good payment, and pit it to your Account, God keepe you, 


Subſcribed, W. Ge | 
- Onthe backſide is ielorſed,7o my loving friend Mafler G.M. Merchant at London P3. 


x Thisisthe forme of a Bill pf .Exchange-or monies taken vp at: Amſterdam to 
be payd in London, wherein the time of payment.may be:;made at ſight, or ſo many 
dayes after ſight,or at double vſance, according $9.che agreement : or the Bill may bee. 
direQed to my ſeruant, or to himſelf or any ochgyx-: or it may ſay, Putit to the account 
of ſucha man. But the be is tgreferre it tgghe Letter of Advice, andwhere the firſt 
Bill is noted Pa, rhe ſecond muſ; be 22. and the third 3a, > 330100 2 ent 

You may not ſay inthe Bil, It may pleaſe you to pay,or I pray you.to pay,although 
it were to your Maſter, tor.the Bil of his high gature doth carry with it a command, 
without reſpect of perſons, and moſt men will:o6t vſe the words, Make him goed pay- 
ment ; but the fewer words,the more formall ;,neither is there any witneſſe vnto;it,nor 
any ſeale, but a ſmall piece of paper of ſome two fingers broad : and the Letter of ad- 
uice doth declare for whoſe account,or to what intent or purpoſe the ſaid money 15 ta: 
ken'vp : which Letter of Adoice'deth accompanie the Bill of Exchange with the like 
inſcription,with the words De adviſa;- - | ITS OE &% 


'2Z 


Alfofor monies here delivered, where the ground of Exchange is of the 20 ſhil- 
lings whereupon the Exchange is made, you may not expreſle what the ſterling mony 
maketh in Flemiſh mony , not ſo much for that by miſcaſting you might make your 
{cIfe liable,as for that it is not manner]y to caſt vp another mans account:neither may 
you make a Bill of. Exchange payable to the bearer or: bringer thereof (as you make 
your Bills Obligatorie beyond the ſeas) to anoid the inconvenience which might 
happenin derogation of the nobleneſſe of the ſaid Bill of Exchange, which eyery 
Merchant is to maintaine. All other Bils of Exchanges for Germany, Spaine, Iraly; 
Francegthe Low: countries, Portugall, orany other places: betweeenthem,toand from 
place to place, donot differ in the forme, bur in the manner of the monies tobe\payd 
in Banke,or out of the Banke,or in ſuch a Faire or Mart,at ſach timesand in ſnch-mo- 
nies according toithe.countries; 2 Wh T x.0 303 900005. 320 00 > 

2 The Bankers and divers Italians have a cuſtome, that forthe monies taken by 
them, or for their companie, or any other, one of their ſeruants doth make the Bils of 
Exchange, and he fubſcribeth thename of him,or of the Company for whom jt was 
taken vp,and the Maſter he doth write vnder the ſaid Bill, Pagate come ff dice, that 15 t© 
ſay,Pay as it is faid ;and this goes as currant among Merchants,asany other bil made 


» 


by the parties owne hand,and all proceedings thereupon are dozeaccordingly. 
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' 3/'' They hauealſo an ordinarie cuſtome to transfer and put ouer their Bils of Ex- 
changes before they are made, vnto any other perſon ; as for example, G 

-'One in Antuerp doth deliver by Exchange 500 ® fterling, tobe paid here in Lon- 
don vnto anorhet Merchanitthere,who is'to make hima Bil of Exchange for the ſame. 
Afﬀcerwards within two ortliree daies this delivererof mony bath occaſion to rake vp 
500'® for London,and havidg taken the ſame of another Merchant, he is to make him 
alſo a Bill of exchange for'this mony;as the other Merchant was to make him for the 
599 pounds which he did deliver him by exchange for London asatorefaid. Hereup- 
on he knowing the name of the party in London, tSwhom the other mans mony was 
ro be made payable, caufed the Bill of Exchange to be made payable tothe ſaid par- 
tie; as he ſhould have done with his owne proper Bill of Exchange, and whereas rhe 
valne ſhould be mentioned to be received of the fecond manthatr did deliver him the 
motiy, he cauſethboth of them to be'riamed inthe Bil, and ſometimes three or foure 
are.named inrhe'ſaid Bil, if it be ſo often 'rechanged,by ſaying, For the valueteceiued 
of ſuch a man, for ſuch a man and ſuch a man; vpen:the accountof ſuch a-man.. This 
is good at all aſſayes, for the reverence which is bornexoBills:of-Exchanges:, and by 
theſe meanes there is charges and fatoridge ſaved betiveene the:parties, beſides the 
commodiouſneſſe, that one man dothwriteand ſendhis Bil of Exchangeforal thoſe 
that did change angigechange there the ſaid money zwhich is not' doneall-with ofie 
ſum,and wirh one Ifill of exchange, but the ſummay be made vpby many Bils of Ex- 
change, payable all ro thatman, althougHit be bydiaers perſons;” Such andthe like | 
courſes aradaily vſed and practiſed beyond the ſeas;without interruption in matter of 
exchabge,which may ſeem tobe intricate.” 2: 2 Ts <1 BBfrs 5 FL 


* 


© Fhis courſe of dealing is altogether ſtrange to-the Common lawes of England,and 
cannotbe determined thereby ; for whereas (by the aduice of merchants) fome mat- 
ters vpon Bils of exchanges haue bintried vpon ana&ion of Afſumpſir,hereneicher 
confiderationnor Aſſumpſit'to be proved, vnleſſe the Bill had been accepted,wherein 
are many obſcruations, © * SG Mogi ina bo Soha cn he 
To makethis more appatant therefore let vs illuſtrate it by example. Perer.deliue- 
rethflae hundred pounds to 7obn, who is togite the Bill of Exchange for it; Peter ra-- 
keth vp fiue-hundred pounds of Wi/iam, and may giuehim the ſaid Bill of 194» for it ; 
William taketh vp fine hundred pounds of Nice/as, and may deliuer 1obn and Peters Bill 
forir4 Nicolas taketh vp five hundred'pounds of Francis, and doth giue him the bil of 
T10hz, making mention of Peter and William. Here are foure takers vp of mony,and but 
cffeQually one deliuerer of money, which is Francs : For albeit that Peter was the firſt 
delitererof th&fiye hundred-pounds; be became a taker againe of the ſaid money, re- 
celuing the ſame of 77i1;am ; fo that gradatim,, Tohn is the firſt taker vp of the ſaid fine 
bundred pounds, Peter is the ſecond taker vp, William is the third taker vp, and Nicolas 
1S the fourth taker vp of the ſaid five hundred pounds of Francs, To this Francs 18 
the Bill of Exchange giuen,payable to his Friend, Facor,or Seruant,in the place for 
which the money was taken vp. But the ſaid Bill is made by 7o4z, the firſt taker vp of 
the ſaid money, declaring, Thar the —_ was receiued of” Peter, for William and 
for Nicolas,vpon the account of Francs,which is the laſt dgliuerer of the mony,which 
Bill being paid,all the parties'in thisexchangeare ſatisfied and paid : Which is done 

with great facilitie. : mw Got ag 

4 Thereisalſoa cuſtom, that monies araken by exchange for a certaine place, 
by menwhoare not generally known,and therefore muſt vſe another mans credit, as a 
third perſon in the exchange : if this man do ſubſcribe his name tothe rhitrd or fecond 
bill ofexchange, it is ſufficient,and will be duly performed accordingly, - _ 

5 Ir isalfoordinary, that a Maſter todraw mony from his ſeruant into hisowne 
hands, or a Merchant in the like cafe from his Fa&tor, will make a Bll of Exchange 
payable to fome other perſon, and ſay inthe Bill of exchange, For the value recetued 
of ſuch a one, naming a friend of his,as he taketh the ſaid perſonto be; if che ſeruanr 
or Fator doaccepr this Bill,he will be made to pay it ; and ifthis perſon whoſe name 
hath binvſed will dealevniufffy, the maſter or merchant ſhall beremedileſle; Rang 

1C 
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he have ſome collaterall Writing for the ſame;Jbecauſe the Bill of Exchange muſt be 
maintained, | 
- 6 Againe, if aknowne feruant doe take vp monies beyond the ſeas vpon his Ma- 
ſer, and give his Bill of Exchange for it vpon the ſaid Maſter, the Mafter is liable to 
pay the ſame, alrhough he did not accept the Bill of Exchange , for it is vnderſtood, 
that by his credit (and not by the ſeruants credit) the mony hath bin raken vp,ſorhar 
vntill he make a publique declaration, denouncing his ſeruant ro the Brokers of Ex. 
changes and otherwiſe, the Maſter is to pay all by the cuſtom of Merchants to be kept 
inviolable. , 41 
There is alſo a cuſtome, thata maſter to his ſeruant, or one friend vnto another, 
will ſend bills of Exchanges with the names in blanke, from one country into another, 
as from Hamborough to Embden, or from Antuerp to Amſterdam, and from thence 
to-Danſick ; and at Amſterdam the names are put into whom to be paid,8& of whom 
received: and this dependeth vpon the credit of him that made the bill of Exchange, 
and this is alſo accompliſhed very orderly. © 
8 Again,a Merchant may take by exchange,in another mans name, or in his own 
nameand another mans name together, mony to be paid in any place where exchange 
is vſed, and ſubſcribe his name and that mans name,or that mans name alone:and this 
man whoſe name isyſed is liable and anſwerable to the ſaid __ it be procued 
that it was done,or the like vicd tobe don by that other party, wW his conſent or pri- 
vitie, for toauoid inconueniences in the courſe of Exchanges. wt 
9 - Nay, this goeth yet farther to be conſidered of in equitie,and ſo adjudged,thar 
if a man do take vp money for any place by exchange, poſito from London to Middle- 
borough, and there the mony is paid,and taken vp again by exchange for Antuerp;and 
there it is alſo paid by mony taken yp for Amſterdam, andat Amfterdam it is payed, 
for the gg mony was taken vp there againe for Middlebourg,and at Middleborough 
it was again returnedand taken vp for London in one or more ſums running in acount 
between all theſe parties dealing therein ; but here at London it is not paid, bur goes 
backe again to Middlebourg by Proteſt,and there the taker vp of it becommerh inſol. 
vent, Now if it be prooued that thoſe monies were originally taken vp at London by 
the credit of that firſt taker, which hath bin a principal cauſe of the continuance of ir 
by exchange,this man of London is to be charged with ir,as wel as the taker vpofthe 
monies beyond the ſeas. Thus may we ſee how tender and noble a Bill of exchange 
is of nature,which by the proceeding thereupon will be made more apparant. 
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Crap. VI. 


Of the non-acceptation of Bills of Exchanges,and Cuſtomes 
obſerned concerning the ſame. 


dM His bigh nature of a Bilkpf Exchange requireth ſuch preciſenefſe of 
Jl proceedings to ſee the performance thereof, that euery man oughtto 

| bevery vigilant to ſee to obſerve the-lame : and therefore as ſoon as 4 
of {ESIp\] Merchant receiuerh a Bill of exchange,whether it be paiable at fight, 

Co SY | vſance,or double vſance, he is to preſent the ſaid Bill of Exchange to 
== the party vpon whom it isdire&ed, to know whether hee will accept 

the ſame:which if hedoe,or promiſe (by writing vnder it the word Accepred,or with 
addition of his name, Accepted by me 4.8.) then the party is to pay itthe time con- 
rained inthe Bill: but if the ſaid party be not reſolued to accept the ſame, then after 


24 houres paſi, it is convenient to preſent him the ſaid Bill, with a Notarie ro make 
| , 1QTLMATION 
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intimation of it vato him, and to know whether he wil accept the ſame,as you did be- 
fore: if he deny to accept it,then the Norarie doth proteſt againſt him in words,thar 
the merchant doth intend torecouer al! damages,which he or the deliuerer of the mo. 
ney beyond the ſeas, or himſelfe for others might or ſhall ſuſtaine thereby,whereunto 
the party needeth not tomake any reply : but if he doe, and withall defire the Notary 
to declare the ſame in the Netariall A& or Proteſt which he maketh for the Non-ac- 
ceptation; then the Noratie is to put it downe in writing accordingly, and todeliuer 
the ſame tothe Merchant to be ſent beyond the ſeas with all expedition, becauſe the 


— — 


deliverer of the mony there may take notice of it, and ſecure himſelfe of the party, if 


there be cauſe : and in the ſending of this Proteſt of Intimation, the opportunitie of 
the firſt Poſt is to be obſerned to ſend rhe ſame by. 

If the Merchant ro whom the Bill is payable were abſent, or ficke,or departed this 
life,nenverthelefle any friend or ſeruant of his may cauſe this Proteſt to be made by the 
Notarie,who doth declare the name of him at whoſe requeſt he doth preſent the ſayd 
Billof Exchange. 

If theparty trowhom the Bil of exchange is direRed,be abſent,or wil not be found, 

the Notary may proceed neuerthelefſſe, and goe to his lodging or dwelling houſe,and 
leaue aftexwards the copy ofthe Proteſt with ſome of the houſe, or throw the ſame 
within dores,and keep a note of it againſt the nexttime, Buttheſe Proteſts muſt bee 
madeat convenient hours, neither roo early inthe morning,or tao lateinthe cuening, 
neither vpon Sabbath daics or holy-daies,but as it wereſedente Curia,when any courts 
of Iuſtice are open. | 

Before the time of the paiment of the faid Bill, the partymay notwithſtanding ac- 
cept the ſaid Bill,and pay it at the time , or another man may accept the Bll for the 
honour of it, if you take that other man to be ſufficient : wherein the danger is na- 
thing ; for all others remaine ſtill anſwerable, and you haue one man more bound by 
tbe ſaid his accepration : Which he doth in theſe words, Accepted by mee A.B. for the 
honour of the Bill, © | 

It this man at the time doth pay the ſaid Bill af exchange, becauſe rhe party vpon 
whom itwas dire&ed dothnot; yet he is to make firſt, before he doth pay the ſame, a 
Proteſt, with a declaration that he hath paid the ſame for the honor of the Bill of ex- 
cange, whereby to receiue the money againe of him thar had made the bill of Ex- 
Clange. ] * 

If: Bill of Exchange be accepted,and neuerthelefle not paid, or that it bee not ac- 
cepted,as aforeſaid,and remaineth vnpayd ; then muſt-you cauſe the Notarie to make 
a ſecond Proteſt for the non-paiment of it,and therein declare that you intend to reco- 
uer all damages,charges,and intereſts againſt the maker of the Bill,or any other inter- 
eſt inthe ſaid exchange and rechange,which muſt bedeclared in the ſaid Proteſt by a 
{fworne Broker of Exchanges, who giueth notice of the price of exchange totſt No- 
tatie ;andif there be cauſe,or hope of paiment, you may keep this Proteſt two or three 
dayes-in your hands without danger, orelſe ſend it away to be recouered beyond the 
ſeas,of him that made the Bill of exchange,and tooke vp, the mony there. 

But if this Bill were accepted here, then is it lawful] ro demand payment of it by 
Law orotherwiſe, both here and beyond the ſeas,at your pleaſure, vatill the Bil be ſa- 
tisfied ::neither may the party that made the Bill leaue it vnpayd (without diſcredit) 
vntill he that hath accepted the ſame dopay it,or be compelled thereunto by Law, for 
there maſthe plainand honeſt dealing in it both wayes : and if the party that did ac- 
cept the Bill do afterwards breake before the time of payment, the giuer of the Bill, 
or any other whoſe credit hath binvſed therein,are ſtill anſwerable for all. 

There muſt be great regard had of the letter of aduice, and of rhe Bil of Exchange, 
and for what account the ſame is to be paid, before you accept the ſame: forifa Bill 
ſhal ſay,Purit to the account of ſuch a man,and the letter of aduice by ſome occaſion 
ſa!lalrerthe ſame; you canor ſafely pay this Bill of exchange, bur muſt declare the 
[:me by way of Proteſts,otherwiſe the Bil of exchange may be conſtrued againſt you, 
.: tcrebedifferences inaccount, whereupon the matrer may come in queſtion. 
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Ninthcbu«r- Apiine, ifa mando accept a Bill of Exchange within himſelfe,as being made pai- 
© able co him'elfe, and he doth it vpon another, than either the Bill of Exchange or Ler- 

ter of aduice doth ſignific, he muſtalſo make a Proteſt declaring the ſame,or he ſhall 
pay it in his owne wrong by the cuſtome of Merchants, 

It a man do pay a Bill of Exchange before it be due, vnto one that breaketh after- 
wards, be ſhall be compelled to pay the ſame againe vnto the deliuerer of the money, 
in whoſe power it is rodiuert the paiment, or to cauſe the Bill to be altered and made 
payable ro another dnring all the time of payment. | 
Elcuenth ob- If aBillof Exchange be intercepted by any meanes, and taken from the Poſt that 
ſerugtion. ſhould haue brought the ſame,and the party to whom the Bill is payable, bauing ad- 

uice of it by other letters, doth come to him vpon whom the ſaid Bil was dire&ted,and 
defireth his promiſe of acceptation,without that the bil is ſhewed him,and afterward 
doth pay bim the {ame accordingly.without taking any Bill of Exchange for it; this 
paiment 1s not good nor Jawfull by the cuaftome of Merchants,and the deliuerer of the 
mony beyond the feas will recouerit of you againe. 

[f Proteſt of non-paiment be made of a Bill of Exchange, which hath bin ſet ouer 
or transferred to many perſons, as 1n the Caſe before declared , where Fravcis was the 
laſt deliverer : then all the parties intereſſed in thatexchange are anſwerahyle for it,in- 
{omuch that Peter who was the firſt deliverer ot the money, and afterwards became a 
taker,doth beare aduenture of all entill rhe Bill be paid, and ſo doall the other takers 
named in the Bill. As for example, Francis the party who rooke this Bill,as being de- 
linerer of it at laſt, muſt go a retrograde courſe herein, if 705» who made the Pill, and 
was the firſt raker vp,do not gay the ſame : Francs then ſeeketh N7colas, Nicolas ſeeketh 
William William (ecketh Peter, and Peter Jeekerh 7ohn, the firſt taker vp of the money of 
him, Suppoſe that 7o/z is braken, then he-goeth to Petey ; if Peter broken,then to Yl- 
liam , it William broken then to Nicolas ; if Njeolas broken, then all is loſt. Sothartall 
of them are anſwerable to this Bill as aboueſaid. - | 

Theſe twelue obſcruations are to be kept and maintained by the Cuſtome of Mer- 
chants concerning Bills of Exchanges, as carefully and ſeriouſly as the Romans did 
their law of twelue Tables, ſo,much celebrated by them. | 
& eafe aboue - Tere hapned of late a caſg worthy rhe conſideration for matter of Exchange. A 
Bl: of Ex Merchant of Anruerpe being indebted vnro another Merchant there, did deliver ſe- 
=. Shue verall Bills of exchanges for the ſum of 890 # vpon a Merchant in London, who did 

accept all the ſaid bills of Exchanges, which were paiableat V ſance and double V- 
ſance : afrer this, the Merchant that gaue the ſaid bills in Antuerp to the other Mer- 
chant,did breake : hereupon the Merchant at London ( repenting himſelfe tohaue ac- 
cepted the ſaid Bills) maketh ingimation by a Notary to the parties towhom the bils 
were payable,that he did not inrend to pay the ſaid Bills, becauſe the party broken 1n 
Antugpe had not received the value of the money of the other Merchant there, al- 
though the Bills of exchanges did acknowledge the receit, for the bils were giuen vp- 
on accounts between them,which were to be made vp, and hee was not to cleare their 
accounts,and the party broken did owe vnto him far greater ſums. The parties at Lon- 
don anſwered the Notarie, That they looked to be paid according tothe acceptati- 
on of the Bills of exchanges, and for other matters they had nothing to doe rhere- 
with, 1ntcrim, the party at London who had accepted 'the bills died, and fo all the 
| Bills returned proteſted, and the matter reſted vnderermined.- But the opinion of 
other Merchants and my owne is,That the acceptor of the Bills was to pay them, and 
his heires and Executours are liable thereto, vnlefſe there were found an apparant 
combiration and praiſe init between the two Merchants of Antuerp,as was by ma- 
ny ſuſpeged. Thus much concerning the obſeruation of Exchanges. 
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Of N ofaries, Intimations, and Proteſts. 
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WR He Lotimationof Notaries wel and orderly made, may be called to be 


Y true Probation of the Originals in the Courts of Lawand Equirie, 
I whereby the becter foundation may bee Jaid in all litigious cauſes, 


tions are a manifeſtation, and Proteſts (as being more ſenſible) are a 
means of the redreſſe thereof , both theſe haue a tripartite reference in 
the courſe of traffique ro Commodities, Monie, and Exchange of monie by Bills of 
Exchanges, according to which wee are to make our deelaration, obſeruing firſt and 
foremoſt, That the time to make the ſaid Intimations and Proteſts muſt be obſerued, 
both for daies and houres,as hath bin noted ; for the houres conuenient are when the 
ations of men are publiquely done in the day time, neither too early nortoo late, bur 
as it wereat ſuch times as matters are ordinarily heard in judiciall- Courts, wherein 
the Sabbath dayes and Holy-daies are to bee excepted, which they are likewiſe toob- 
ſerue, [12h | S. 

For Commodities bought or ſold, tobe delivered at or before ſuch aday, it is not 
ſufficient to make intimation andto tender the-Commodities before the day , bur it 
muſt alſo be done vpon the laſt day, and to take witneſſeof. it : and if the Commodi- 
ties be not of the goodneſle that they oughtto be by the Contract or Bargaine made, 
and neuertheles for ſome cauſes you doe not hold conuenient to refuſe them, ler there 
be madea Notariall Inftrumentor A& concerning the defectiueneſle ofthe commo. 
dities, witha proteſtation of your intention torecouerall your,damages and loſſes ſu- 
Nained or like tobe ſuſtained rhereby, which will be very auailablevnto you vpon all 
occaſions. This is much obſerued beyond the ſeas, eſpecially vpon the ladings of 
ſhips which are toxake in theſame,or elſe may incurrea further danger vnto the char- 
ter-partie of fraightmenr, And whereas the Maſter of the ſhip will make a Proteſt 
againſt you, if his lading be nat teady at the day appoinred or agreed vpon, ſo is it rea- 
ſonable that you make the like Proteſt againſt the party that ſould you the Commo- 
ditic tobedeliuered at ſuch aday : and if ir fall our that you haue committed the 11ke 
fault, and thereupon a Proteſt is made againſt you, and the Notarie will crave your 
anſwer,tobe recorded;that thereupon at conuenient time ſome aduantage may be ra- 
| kenagainſt you(the nor anſwering being taken to bediſequrteous or brutiſh). the or. 
dinaric anſwer is, Yidco & taces, or | do heareand fee ;which words the Notarie doth 
inſert in his A&,Intimarion,or Proteſt. -- | | 10v; MIT: 

If Intimations, Prateſts,or Witneſſes be made concerning the receit and paiments 
of monies vpon Bonds or other Euidences limited to aday, you are then to obſerue 
the laſFhoure of the day,and to tender, or to attend for monies to be paid or to be re- 
cciued,vnrill Sanne fer;at the place where the ſame is tobe paied, andcommontly ſtay 
there one houre after Sunne-ſer, with Witneffes z and if the houſe, lodging, orplace 
be ſhut vp, make your tender or demand vpon the dore threſhold, but the mony muſt be 
told enen,and then put vp again into the bags,and take notice and witneſſes of it vnder 
their hand-wriring,of the day and houre when the money was tendred;or on the other 
fidewhen it was, demanded. Bur this laſt is in cafe when mony is made paiavle on rea- 


- 


| which take their feeling beginning of a wrong done, whereof Intima- Thetime of 
Intimationg 


and Proteſts; 


Commodities - » | 
to be deliuere& 


by « days * 


Mony paiable 
by Bonds or 
ſpecialties 


ſonable demand:for albeir monies (imply acknowledged to be owing by bill or Bond, Mony paiatte 
without limiting time of paiment,are taken to be due pſo fatFo,that is,as ſoone as you vponreaſon- < 


Mm 2 - did 


ble demand, 


268 | Lex «Mercatoria. 


Monies taken 
which were 
paiable vpon a 
Forfciturc, 


For nOn-ace 
ceptation of 
 aBill of Ex. 
change, 


For non-pay= 
ment of a Bill 
ofExchange. 


i. 


—_— 


did vnderwrite the ſaid Billor Bond : yet Ciuilitie requireth a kinde of Intimation 
and demand, which is the reaſon that by the Civile Law although a Bill hauearime 
limited for the paiment, yet if the ſame be zo yeares old, and hath bin neuer deman- 
ded, it is void of courſe, and cannot be recovered by that law, And Bills made vpon 
reaſonable demand, if they be not demanded in ſeuen yeares , which isaccounted the 
life of a man, it is voidalfo; for there muſt be a determinate courſe inall things, or a 
continuance by way of reviver:therefore lands holden in quiet poſſeſſion for the ſpace 
of {ixtie yeres,is a perpetuall inheritance by the ſaid Law. 

If monies paiable vpon the forteiture ofa Bond have bin taken, or robbed vpon the 
highway,or otherwiſe, whereby the Bond could not be payd vpon the day,yer is it ne- 
ceſſarie to make intimation of it at the place where the ſame was tobe paid, toauoid 
all ſuch aduantages as may be taken thereupon, vpon the redemptionot Lands 6r1e 
ſes, Iewels,or any other Commodities, wherein the Courts of Equitie will relieve a 
man hereupoa the ſooner ; for it is a demonſtration of a good will andintenrion pre- 
uented by ſuch a miſchieuous accident ; fe 


Et ſs deſint vires,tamen eft lanaanda voluntas , 


Concerning Intimations and Proteſts to be tnade vpon Bils of Exchanges, for the 
non-acceptationof paiment; it is to be noted,that the firſt Proteſt which is in the na- 
ture of Intimation, requireth more celeritie than the other: and albeit thatby cuſtom 
the party who is toacceprthe ſame hath 24 houres reſpit to deliberat before hegines 
his anſwer, neuerthelefſe ir is not good to loſe any time in the making of the Proteſt 
of acceptation. For if there be no-pregnant cauſe, the Proteſt may be left inthe hands 
of the Notarie for awhile,bur your diligence cannot be diſcommended. 

. This Proteſt being mate,and afrerwards the Bill of Exchange becommeth due,the 
Notarie is the fitteſt man rodemand'the paiment,or to proteſt, vnleſſe the partie vpon 
whom _ ſame is Uire ted dogiuenorice that he will pay the ſame,which done, there 
15 AN CN, L 4. A, , 4 ; y | 

- If a Bill of Exchange by contrary winde or other occaſions be fo long vpon the way 
that the Vſanceor the time limited bythe Bill be expired,and being preſented tothe 
partie for the pajment,he will notpay the ſame, then the Notarie doth make the Pro- 
teſt both for the non-acceptartion ahd for the non. payment , reciting the Bill of Ex- 


The maner of change verbatim. And moreouer he calleth vato hinvſome ſworne Broker ofexchange, 


paimentof a 


; Proreſted Bill, 


to know how the price of Exchange runnethat Vſance'for the place where the monie 
was taken vp, and he maketh'ot it a declaration in theProteſt,according vnto'which it 
muſt be anſwered beyond the ſeas, with Change, Rechange,Brokeridge,and all Char- 
ges,which muſt be paid acdording vato Vſance from London to the place aforefayd. 
As forexample, :Suppoſetheſum were 100 ® ſicrling, taken vpat Amfſterdamfor 
London,payable at vſance,which is onemoneths time, at 3 3 Fand eight Flemiſh mo- 
nie for one pound ſterling; forwhich was receiued at Amſterdam in that mony 1 68 # 
6/4 84, The: Bill not being paid here;and the price of exchange being certified by 
the Broker and the Notaries proteſt, robe ar 34 ſhillings fixe pence from London ro 
Amſterdam : hereuponthe account is caſt vp at Amfterdam accordingly,whichcom- 
meth to 172 #® 10 f, Addeherunto Brokeridge.and port of Letters hereand at Am- 
ſterdam,& ſomtimes Factaridgewhich is togetber one in the hundred, whichamoun- 
teth to 34; ſohe receivethat Anifterdans 174 # 4 ftor the paiment of this proteſted 
Bill, which is 5 # 17 {#44 more than he had disburſed, which he payeth for the vſe of 
the mony for two months; and ſo for other Bills, &c. OTH LL LIAR 
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Of Reciprocall and double Exchanges, 


=2 He like Cuſtomes are obſerued inall reciprocal and double exchanges 
made betiveene Merchants of ſeuerall places, without disburſing of 
| any money 0n either (ide where the ſaid Exchanges are made;but be- 
[ing meerly depending vpon the paiments to be madein. forreia parts. 
A "Þ! | Theſe Exchanges are either poſitive betweene the parties, oracch 
A dcntall. The pohtive Exchanges haue a certaine price agreed ypon 
between both parties, Recipracally exchanging one with another,” As for example} 
4.8, of London hath aconrinuall trade of Hampſhire Kerfies for Venice by theway 
of Germany,and maketh his returne altogether by exchange: C.D.of Londonalſocon 
the:9ther ſide hatha conrinuall trade for Redding and: Kentiſh colour Clothegfor 
Antyerpe, where hauing made monie of his Clothes, hecauſeth the ſame to bemade 
ouer by exchange for Venice, to be imployed there in Organfine filke or other ECotn- 
modities to be {eat-for London, Theſe two-Merchants confideringeach othervttade 
and the adyenture of delivering their monies by exchange toothers beyond the feas; 
wherein they muſt truſt their Factors or ſeruants, or they. muſt take vp the monies by 
exchange themſclues,with ſome diſaduantage, do makeatragreement and Contra 
of exchange betweene them, That 4.8. ſhall cauſe fromeime totime for andYuring 
the terme of one yeare, all the monies which hee ſhall have. at Venice ro be deHuered 
tothe Facor of C,D.at Venice: and the ſaid C.D. ſball:cauſe in like manner afl the 
monies which he hath art Antuerpe, to be deliuered tothe FaQorof 4:3 at Anttierp, 
who maketh ouerthismony vato him by exchabge, citherdireQly for London;'orfor 
{ome other place, as Amſterdam,or Hambe b,and ſo-fromthence for London;ac- 
cordingas be obſerueth the courle of exchange tobe maſt beneficiali-for himfelte;or 
as the Facor(it hebe juditious) hall obſerue the ſameiforhim.By this:agreemetiror 
contra&xtbeſaid twomerchaats do agree and concludeberiween thenra fet'or poſitive 
price of exchangeas well for Venice as for Antuerpe, whereby the Ducat of Venice 
ſhall be rated at ſo many pence Flemiſh, for the moniewhich is receivedat Antuerp, 
or the-pound Flemiſh may be valued in ſterling monie after a rate,and the ducatof Ve- 
nice likewiſe. And hercupon they doe clearetheir Accounts betweetie they 6hee'a 
yeare accordingly,which ſometimes is done with allowance of intereſt /for the diſcre- 
pance of time, if it be withour:Bils of exchanges,and done only by-Lerrers of aduice, 
or Acquittancesof receipts $0 reckon by, which is more 'v{uall inthefe' poſitive Ex- 

changes,where the price is agreed vpon ificertaintie fot ſuchatime,. +0995 
The Accidentall reciprocall Exchanges on the cantrarie are vncertaine Itfhelir 
price,and alter from time to timeasthecomfe of Exchange runneth./ As for 6kkm- 
ple, 4.8. calleth vnto him a Broker of Exchanges, andtellerh himthathe hattrocea: 
ſion to take vpa thouſand ducats for Venice; and thathe is to makeoner the ſaid hi6- 
nic for Antuerpe, and will kgow the price for both places. The Brokeran{wereth that 
hewill effe& the lame,and that the price of Venice is fifty and'ſix/pence' for the Dit- 
cat,and for Antuerpe 33 ſhillings Flemiſh for the pound fierling : and prefenrly after 
hecommeth to A.BZ, the Merchant again,and rellerh him, that C.D. the Merchaiit' is 
contented rodeliuerhim the thouſand Ducats for Venice, and to take vpthe ſame for 
him againe for Antuerpe either at the ſame prices or thereabouts. Theſe r009/ducats 
ar 5 6 pencedoamountto 233 # 6ſhillings 8 pence fterling, forwhich E: D. _ 
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Bills of Exchanges for Antuerp to be paid there at vſance,which is one monerhs time 
from the date of the Bils,after the rate of 33 (ſhillings Flemiſh-for 20 ſhillings or one 

pound ſterling : and 4.3. giueth his Bills of Exchanges reciprocally to C.D. for the 

thouſand ducats to be paid at Venice at vſance, which is three moneths after the dare 

of the ſaidBills : and here is no monie payd oneither fide at London,and yet the bils. 
of Exchanges ſay the vſuall words (for the value receiued of each other)according to 

their agreement, and both parties ſend their bills of Exchanges for the aforeſaid pla- 

ces. Not long after it falleth out, that the Bill of Exchange that C. D. gaue for Ant- 

uerpe commeth backe againe by Proteſt, for the non-acceprtation, and nor long after, 

another Proteſt for the non- paiment of the ſaid Bill. Hereupon A.3.commeth or ſen- 

deth toC. D. for to haue fatisfaQion for this Bill of Exchange delivered him for 
Antuerpe, and C.D. giueth him full ſatisfa&ion of it,with the rechangeand charges, 
according tothe ſaid cuſtomes, if he be a ſubſtantiall man of credit and*reputation : 
for although the ſaid C.D, was the firſt deliuererof the mony vnto .4.8.bythe thou- 
ſand Ducats for Venice, and might alledge that he receiued no monie of him, but a 
Bilbof Exchange for Venice,whereof hee had no aduice whether it were accepted or 
not; yet ſuch is the preciſe and commendable cuſtome vſcd in Exchanges, that hee 
may not ſtand ypon any allegations oreuaſions which might interrupt the ſaid courſe, 
ae meniſe diſcredit vnto him,vnleſſe there were cauſe of donbt that the Bils of 
Exchanges of 4.8. ſhould not beaccompliſhed at Venice , neither may 4.8. (with- 
outdiſcredit) countermand the paiment ofthe thouſand ducats at Venice,vnles there 
were inſt cauſe to call thecredir of C.D, in queſtion, For the maner of theſe Exchan- 
ges arevſuall-inall the places of great Exchanges,as at Lyons, Bizanſon, Madrill, and 
Venice, where the moſt ſtanding Banks are, and where they do get monie ingeniouſly 
by the calculation vpon rheir patments at the faires or Markets, by intermifhue times 
either twice or thrice within the yeare: in regard whereof,and to auoid this obferuati- 
on inthat ſtri&neſſe,they haue vſed to ſay in their Bils of Exchange, Per [a7 aluta Cam- 


| monycxchat= bz4ta, for the value exchanged with ſuch aone, and not for the value receiued, as afore- 


gee _ 


 Reſeounterin 


Exchange 18 
yoluntaric, 


ſaid, becauſe they make their paiments as it wereall at one time, which is otherwiſe 
in thoſe places where no banksare kept, or may be alſo in ſome of theſe places, if the 
mony. be paiable without the Banke,as we haue noted before. 


_ . Many Merchants trafficking only in Exchanges become good obſeruers, and as in- 


genious as the Bankers themſclues ; according tothe Adage , Fabricando fabri fimus, 
whereby they know the variation of their Compaſle, and the points to direct theit 
courſe by, obſeruing the accidentall cauſes of greatpaiments of monies tobee made 
in ſomeplaces, and of imploiment tobe made ypon Commodities in ſome other pla- 
laces, or the (carcitic of mony for ſome places, and the plenty for other places, orthe 
generalitie of both, calling it as the Spaniards ſay, Laplace eſta larga loeſtrecha,The ex- 
change or place is ſtreight or plenteous ; ſo that thoſe Merchants (running with the 
ſtreame) can make their exchanges beneficiall to themſelues,and that without ſtocke 
or. Capital of their owne, but meerely by taking vp mony for one place,and delivering 
the {ame for another place, at an vnder-value in the price of exchange ; ſending many 
tunes the monies in ſecie, which haue bin raken vp by exchange, when the ſamedoth 
yeeld more than the price at which they tooke vp the ſame; as in our precedent Trea- 
tiſe hath bindeclared more amply. 

.« This orderly courſe of paiment or ſatisfaRion to be made for Bills of Exchanges, 
doth admit norefcounteror Roppage but voluntary,that is to ſay, If I owe you 100 # 
by a Bill of om—_— by me accepted, and-within three or foure dayes you ſhall owe 
methe like 100-® for another Bil of Exchange by you accepted ; I cannot reſcounter 
theſe paiments toanſwer each other, vnlefle you condeſcend thereunto, although the 
mony weredue tobe payd, but euery Bill of Exchange is to be anſwered or paid in his 
proper nature, For let vs ſuppoſe that ſome countermand be made by him that cau- 
ſed this mony to be made ouer vnto you, before you were to pay the ſaid Bill, which 
(for ſome cauſes) you are to conceale for a time, you are for all that tobe paid of your 
hundred pounds, or the diligences which are requiſit to be done herein are bothwaies 

to 
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to be obſerued accordingly. But when it is done by voluntarie conſent and agree. 
ment, then is it queſtionleſle; tor Yoluntas eff menſura actionum, The Will doth regu- 
late the Action ; and if any FaQor doethe {ame for another mans account, wirchour 
commiſſion, he thall be anſwerable tor it, as before is declared in the Title of Fatocs 
and Seruants,and the Commiſſions giuen vato them, 

| For the better explanation of Exchanges for monies, taken vp for one place,and de- 
liuered again {or another place, let vs oblerue this example, | 

Ten thouſand Ducats were taken vp at Antuerp for Venice, at Vſance of two mo- 

neths at ſeuerall prices of 113 5 pence, 114 pence, 115 = pence for the Ducar, becing 
the Medium, or one with another at 115 pence, ma.ie Flemiſh. 


— 


nipticy mmrmmmmmmmmmmemmmmm—R 7911; 

Theſe R. 47 91-—1 3——4were made ouer for London at V- F | F = > 
ſance being one moneth,at divers prices,whereof the Medium ,, #® 4 
was 32 ſhillings 4 pence, and made ——- ———2875—00—00 


"Theſe R. 2855 ſterling being receined,and FaQtoridge,bro- 
keridge and port of Letters deduced; remained 2860 #,which 


were made ouer for Antuerp again at ſeuerall prices, and the i 

Medium was 34f 254 —————————————— 5-16 
The ten thou(and ducats at Venice were taken vp for Frank. "a | 

ford, ar 130 Florins of 65 Creutzers for 100 Ducats, where. 

unto Factoridgeand Brokeridge added, it amounted to 13130 | 

Dollars or Florins of 65 Creutzers, and with Brokeridgeand Flo, f& #&@ 

FaQorageat Frar kford was Florin ————s- ——— 32 60-00-06 
The 4894—15—10 Flemiſh, receiued in Antuerpe, were OE LT IRE rH. 

moe ouer for Madrill in Spaine at divers prices, whereof the 

Medium was 196 pence for a Ducat of 375 Maluedeis tobee 

paied in Barke at fouce months time, with five ypon the thou Dae, f &@o@ 

ſand, and made Ducatrs mm mmm mm— — I-06 
Theſe 111 ;2 Ducats,twelue ſhillings ſix pence of a Ducar, | 

were made ouer from Madrillro Lixborne 1n Portugall, and 

deducting FaQoridge and Brokeridge there remained 11010 © 

Ducats of 440 Reas for euery Ducat of 375 Maluedeis,orit Duc, ff & 

Ryalls, is 4844 V 620 Vilas and Ducats ——————11-Io0 


Theſe 12111 Ducats or Cruſatsof Lixborne made ouer to 
Antuerp, FaRoridge and Brckeridge deduRed, remained 
I 1990 Ducars, at 98 pence Flemiſheuery Ducat or Cruſat, | 


% 


— — 


was Flemiſh: _ s s ——R, 4895—18—04 
The 13260 Florinsat Frar kford, taken vp for Antuerp at 
$1] PCC ————__ 41-00 


R. 365—08——04 
Theſe monies paied Brokeridge and FaQoridge for Ve- HERES Cn 
aice, and delivered for London, and for Madrill 38—2—4, _ 
which muſt be deducted — ——R. 


So there was aduanced by induſtriewith other mens monies-R. 
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Of the Feats of Bankers performed by Exchanges, 


>SEe baue in the firſt part of this booke made adeſcription of Bankes 
? and Bankers, in regard of the payments and exchanges made in 
122 Banks for commodities bought and ſold : and hauing 1n the prece- 
=> dent Chapters declared the toure manner of Exchanges, and the 

\ 2\ Via V9 merchandiſing exchange by denominationof it tobe the Canker 
a FA DEQ of Englands Commonwealth , let vs now intreat of the feats of 
0 REYER YG Bankers, Some men of indgement haue found my Writing tobe 
inve&iue and patherticall againſt Bankers, wherein they are not miſtaken, for the vie 
of Banke (vnleſſe they be countermined by other Banks) are nat to be ſuffered in any 
wellordered Commonwealth, as time will manifeſt more and more, The French King 
Lewis the ninth,and Philipthe Faire, did with great cauſe confiſcat the Bankers goods, 
and fordifcoderie of their debts, ordered their ſubie&s to pay only the principal mo- 


. ney into their Treaſuries. Philip dc / a/oys did the like,and indicted them as couſeners 


of the Commonwealth , for itwas found thar in a ſhort time,with 24 thouſand pound 
ſterling, they had accumulated and 2nttenaboue two millions foure hundred thah- 


ſand pounds. | | 


Others (who through enny,malice,and other paſſions, haue the eyes of their tudge. 
ment blinded) have cenſured my writing to be Apologeticall , for the erection of a 
Banke, vnder colour of the reſtavration of the antient O flice of the Kings Exchanger : 
which how abſurd it is let the Wiſe iudpe, by the difference betweene a Banker and a 
generall Exchanger. The Banker doth draw vatohim all the monies of other men, 
making bis ſmall ſtock to be infinit ; and the exchanger muſt with his own ſtock ſup- 
ply mens occaſions. The Banker makes the price of Exchanges with correſpondence 
of other Bankselſewhere, at his pleaſure and moſt aduantage:The Exchanger hath no 
correſpondence with other Bankers , but with his Factors and ſeruants is limited ro 
deale honeſtly with all men, 

But becauſe it is difficult to pleaſe mens humors inthe reformationofabuſes,which 
either for gaine ſome would haue to continue, or-others through ignorance donot vn- 


| derſtand: Therefore is there another means propounded, as you ſee by this diſcourſe. 


Now comming to the Feats of Bankers, it is not ſince yeſterday that the ſame haue 
been obſerued, much lefſe by mee inuented.: but inthe yeare 1576, thewiſe and fa- 
mous Councellof Quecne F/izabcth cauſed the ſame ro be examined by diſcreet per- 
ſons, who did make report thereof, albeit they miſſed of the remedic ; and they did 
diſtinguiſh the manner of Exchange to be threefold, viz.” 


q] For the Bankers priuat gaine and benefit. 


T O lay their money with gaine in any place of the World where any Exchange 
lieth. 
To gaineand wax rich,and never meddle with any Princes commodities. 

Tobuy any Princes commodirie, and neuer bring penny or penny-worth into the 
Realme, but do it with the ſubie&s mony, 

To grow rich,and line without adventure at the ſeas,or trauell. 


Todo great feats hauing credit,an:! yet ro be nought worth. w 
| we ad as K 
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Tovnderftand whether in conje&ure their monie imploied on Exchange,or buying 
of wares,will be more profit. LN | js, | 

To know certainely whether, and what the Merchants gaine vpon their waresthey 
ſell and buy. 

To looted increaſe ypon every Princes ſubjeas that continually take vÞ monie 
by Exchange,and whether they gaineor no, ; 

To winde out cuery Princes treaſure out of his Realme, whoſe ſubje&s bring in 
more wares than they carry out of the Realme, a a 

To make the Staple of monie run thither, where the rich price will have it to bee 
broughr,and pay for it. Leal 

To vnfuruiſh the poore Prince of his prouiſion of monie, that keeps his wares vpon 
intereſt monie,if the enemie will ſeeke it. = 

Tofurniſh their need of mony that tarrie the ſelling of their wares inany contraQ, 
vntill they make them come to their price, _ 
 Totakevp monie to Engroſſe any commoditie, either new come or whereof they 
haue ſome ſtore, to bring the whole trade of that commoditie into their owne hands 
tO ſel] both at their pleaſure. 


« For the adyancing of one Common-wealth, aboue all other Common-weales. 


T O hidetheir carrying away of any Princes monie. — _ OI OP 
| Tofetch away any Princes fine monie, with his owne or any other Princes 
baſe monie, _ t | PO Ree ne 

To take vp Princes baſemonie,and to turne into his fine monie; and topay thede- 
ligerer with his owne and gaine too, | 

To get vpon credit into their hands for a time all the Merchants monie that will 
be deliuered ; and pay them with their owne and gaine too. BY 

To mike the Realme gaine of all other Realmes, whoſe ſybjeas live moſt by their 
owne commodities, and ſell yerely the ouerplus into the world, and both occupie that 


increaſe yearely, and alſo their old ſtore of treaſure vpon Exchange. 


. Em, X \ - 


To vndoe Realmes and Princes that looke not to their common-wealth when the 


Merchants wealth in ſuch, and the great houſes of one Countrie conſpire together ſo 
torulethe Exchange, that when they will be deliuerers, they will receive in another 
place aboue the ſtandard of the Mint of the Princes monie deliuered : And when they 
willbe takers,they will pay the ſame in another place, vader the ſtandard of the Mint 
of the Princes monie len =o. - rn 

To get readie monie to buy any thing that is offered cheape. 


Tocomipaſſe readie monie to get any offered bargaine out ofaticthers hands, and ſo 


by outbidding the other,oftentimes to raiſe the wares. 


« Forthe deftrudtion of a Common-wealth, 
(6) geta partand-ſometimes all his gaines,that imploieth Moni takenvp by Ex- 
. changes in wares,and fo make others trauell for their gaine. 


% 


Tokeepe Princes for having any Cuſtomes, Subſidies,or Taxesvpon their money, 
as they imploy ir not. | here geb iend LIEN 

Tovalue juſtly any wares they cartic into any countrie, by ſetting them at thatva- 
lue, as the monie that bought them was then at by Exchange in the countrie whither 
they be carried. y 


For the better explanation of the premiſſes, let vs.remember the deſcription of a 


to 


o& 


Banke hererofore declared, and therein obſerue that great power and command that p,yments in 


1s giuen them by .che Common wea'th, to incorporate monies by the meanes of Ex- Bankelimiteds 
changes, making it robecomea merchandiſe, and to ouerrule the courſe of Coinmo. * 


ditics, . | | | 
Some menare of opinion, that the price of Exchanges are made by an indifferent 
wg | Nan courſe, 
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courſe, becauſe the Bankers at the time of the paimenrs of Exchanges in the principall 
places (as Lyons in France, Madrill, and other places in Spaine, Florence and Genoa 
in Italie,Bizanſon,and other places elſewhere)haue a meeting,and by certaine tickets 
in writingeuery man doth deliver his opinion, what the price of Exchange oughtto 
be for al places then exchanging for the nextFaire,or time of paiment, And according 
to the ſame the calculation is caſt vp by the Med;um, that is to lay, if there be ſeuen or 
more voices Ortickets, the ſaid ſeucn are added together, and the ſeuenth part is the 
Medium , if there be ten,then the ſame being caſt vp, the tenth part is the Medrnm, and 
ſo for greater or leſſer numbers accordingly, But theſe men are ignoranto! the Ban- 
kers obſeruatrions, for they all know how the plentie of monie lieth by Exchanges, 
and they concur in making the price for their aduantage, and fo jumpe all to oneend 
vpon the imaginarie monies before declared, which maketh the maine ocean of Ex. 
changes,wherin the Exchanges of England are ſwallowed vp as a little river or branch 
of the ſame, raking ſtill aduantage vpon our fine monies and ſtaple wares toglut vs 
with'their forraine commodities at deere rates. And hence proceedeth the Primume 
mobile of Exchanges, which is the cauſe of inequalitie ſo much abuſed from the true 
Exchange of par pro part, and neuerthelefſe admitted to be high and low vpon juſt oc- 
cafion aboue the ſame,as money is plentifull or {carce, or the takers of it many or few. 
To this purpoſe, let vs remember, that about ſeuentie yeares paſt, betweene this 
realme and the Low-countries, many of their coines (although much differing in ftan- 
dards) did in the pound or marke weight, and 11 the very peece and price anſwerethe 
coinesof the kingdome,and did containe as much fine gold and filueras ours, and were 
alſonamed and valued accordingly,whereby twentie ſhillings here made alſo twentie 
ſhillings with them, being a true Par, As for example, 


23 car.2 4+ The angell at Io The Emperors royall at—10 


22 car. The French crowne— 6 The Flemiſh crowne —- 6F** car.fine, 
hf G 
11 un, e Ed.crowne of filuer ——5 The Philip doller———5 
2 penny Englith ſhilling .—I Flemiſh f1x ſttvers I 2 
weight. C Ten groats filuerwith the Emperours florin —.2C 79 Ounces fine, 


foure pence, 


All theſe coines are not anſwered in ſtandard for weight and fineneſſe, but are alte- 
red and inhanced by valuation to double and more,as you may finde by the valuations 
heretofore declared : by meanes whereof inequalitie crept in by the riſing and falling 
of the price of Exchange, wherein our Merchants haue followed the aduice of others, 
and loft the rule of Exchange,and do obſerue to raiſe the price here,when it is riſenbe- 
yond the ſeas, and we fall in price as they doe tall ; and ſo the publike meaſure of Ex- 
change betweene them and vs is falſified and vntrue, whereby our Commodities are 
ſold,and alſo forreine commodities are bought. 

| This may be illuſtated bya fimilirude; tor concerning the ſale of our commodi- 
ties, wedoas much in effeR, as i! ſome Draper did ſell his cloth at a certaine price the 
yard, and ſuffered the buyer to meaſure out the ſame by the buyers owne falſe yard : or 
like a Grocer that ſelleth out his Pepper by the pound at a price agreed vpon, and is 
contented that the buyer ſhall weigh ir out by a weighewhich (vnknowne vato 
him) 1s falfe, and fo loſeth vnawares, or getteth lefſe than be made ac-_ 
count of, becauſe the fraud vſed in the weight and meaſure is 
vaknowne vnto him, Euen fo is the canning courſe of 
Exchange vnknowne vnto vs, and ſo/are out 
monies experted,and hindered to 
be imported againe. 
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Of the true reformation of Exchanges. 


S of all thidgs ahd in all humane a&ions, the beginning, progreſle, 
continuance, and termination orend is tobe obſerued, tortheb.c. 
) ter judgemetit: ſo by comparing them often to their j rinc pall 
igh@ll, not onely the diſgrefſion of it is made apparanr, but 
Tonger continuance in the ſame eſtate,is thereby procured 


alſothe 
: 265) DS, toreduce them againeto their firſt integritie and goodneffe, For 
SS *?7 there was never any thing bythe wit of man {owell deuiſed, or fo 
ſure eſtabliſhed, which in continuance of time hath not beene corrupted : ſo that the 
matter of Exchange being made a merchandiſe, requireth this conftderation for the 
reducing thereof to his firſt principle and foundation, which is the intrinſique value 
of coines of countrie and countries accordirig toweight and fineſſe, albeit the price 
thereofin-Exchangedorh riſe and fall according to ſcarcitie or plentie of monie, pro- 
ceeding of the few or many deliverers and takers thereof in the courſe of rtafficke, not 
by commodities onely, but alſo by Exchagges deuiſed vpon monies, in natureof mer- 
chandifſe, | . 

Herein arethe three efſentiall parts of trafficke (ſo often named) to be conſidered 
jointly and diuidedly tor the good and welfare of common-weales, and hot for the be- 
nefit of particular or few perſotis. For albeit'that the generall is compoſed of the par- 
ticular, yet ir may fall our, that the particular will breed a great inconuentence to 
the generall, whereby private perſons may reape a benefir tothe hurt of a multitude, 
or the whole Common wealth, in nature of ſome Monopolics heretofore declared, 
which may as well happen by ignoranceas by premeditated practiſe. 

For to ſpeake itigeniouſly, Merchants cannot enter into conſideration of the quan- 
titie of forreine commodities imported at deere rates, and the natiue commodities at 
leſſer rates exported,reſpe&tiuely of former times , by the difportation whereof, com- 
meth an euident onerballancing of commodities. Merchants do not regard whether 
the monies of a kingdome are vnderualued in Exchange by the inhauncing of forraine 
coine in other countries;whereby our monies are exported, and forreine coine or bul- 
lion cannot be imported but at an exceeding loſſe, Laſtly, Merchants do not know rhe 
weight and fineſſe of the monies of each countrie, and the proportions obſerned be. 
tweene gold and filuer, nor the ſeuerall differences of rhe ſtandards of monies of gold 
and filuer,a matter ſoneceſſary for them to know, to driue a profitable trade,as by this 
Booke they may now vnderſtand for the common good. Princes and Gouernours 
therefore are to dire& them according to the Lawes, wherein the Law- Merchant 
muſt be the true guide and diredeer, EE, 

This direQion muſt as well be eſtabliſhed vpon the coine of other nations, as vpon 


the monies of the kingdome, becauſe rhe paiments of Bills of Exchanges beyond the 


feas are made by ſeuerall. coines vpon the valuation made thereof, at the pleaſure of 
Princes, whereby ſometimes the monies of the realme are not proporrionaÞly valued 
according to the monies of other countries, which are thereby diuerred alſo to be im- 
ported vnro vs : for example,let vs take the valuation aforeſaid made in the vnited Pro- 
ainces during the gonernement of the Earle of Leiceſter, at which time the Royall of 
eight was valued ar 42 ſtiuers,and theRickx Doller of the Empire and al {o their own 
Doller at 4.5 Rivers, and the Engliſh ſhilling (at x 2 pence here) being there valued at 
ren ſtivers made 20 ſerling,to be by Exchange 33 f and 4 4, as a Par pro Pari,or value 


for yalue. The like {or Hamborongh at 24. /, 9 4,as hath beene noted; Now five 
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Royalls of eight which is at fortie two ſtiuers 35 Fare valued at 4.2 f 6 4,that is to ſay, 
at 5 1 ſtiuers, and yet the Exchange is taken ſtill at the ſaid rate, according to which 
calculation the ſaid Royall of eight is by vs received at 5 f 2 4, which is but 4 {2 4, 
or thereabouts. The difference 1s 15 vpon the roo in lefſe than two moneths time : 
adde hereunto the ten in the hundreth to be had by the ſaid Royalls ofeightr, that the 
ſame are better in weight and fineſſe than our ſix pence ſterling, which is taken to an- 
ſwvere the ſaid Royall by a common calculation,by reaſon whereof there will be giuen 
ſo much in his Majeſties Mint, or thereabours, that is to ſay, foure ſhillings and fiue 
pence, or at the leaſt foure ſhillings and foure pence +, after therate of five ſhillings 
[= ereatiſeof ſtexling, for an ounce of that ſtandard ; ſo together is 25 vpon the 100 benefit, which 
eerrade > cauſed a Merchant aducnturerto ſer downe 10 print an interrogation inthis manner : 
14. » Whomillprocure licence in Spaineto bring Realls into England to ſell them here at 
- » teninthe hundreth gaine, which is lefſe than the Exchange from thence will yeeld, 
» when he may haue for the ſame 25 inthe 100 in Holland > A matter whereby Mer- 

chants ate cafily induced to divert the ſaid Royals from the Realme to thoſe and other 
countries,and by the common vnderſtanding to remedie the ſame, it is thought there 

15 no meanes to meet with forraine- nations in the inhauncing of monies, but we muſt 

do the like, albeit experience hath ſhewed long ſince chat this is not eſſe uall nor any 

true remedie, Now if we will conſider things according to the rule aforeſaid, it will 

plainely appeare that the ſaid fifreene vpon the 100 gaine, more than in England,are 

bur imaginarie, it the Exchange for monies were reformed : for let five of theſe Roy- 

alls of ezghr be bought in England for 2 2 f, and be tranſported into Holland, and 

there buy commodities with the ſame (which is according as the price of them is in- 

hanced, for as the monie riſeth in price, ſo doth the price of commodities) it may fall 

. out the ſaid Merchants ſhould become loſers by the commodities, ſothat the ſame 

cannot be termed Cauſa mouens: But rhe Spaniſh Merchants,which cauſe their Royals 

to be ſent into Holland or Zealand, from Spaineor from the Downes, relic wholly vp- 

on the Low. Exchange, whereby they are inabled to deliver there their monie by Ex- 

change at an vnderualuegat 33 f 44 Flemiſh 8&vnder,for our 20 ff ſterling, wherby the 

Kingdome maketh good vnto them the ſaid 15 vpon the r00,confiſting betweene the 

price of 42 ſtivers,and 51 ſtivers, which is almoſt 18 pro cent, If the Royall went but 

for 50 ſtiuers according totheir valuation, ſo that if the Exchange were made accor:- 

dingly, which would bee aboue 37 £64, this gaine would not bear all, and monies 

would be imported vato vs,and not exported, 

A Maximein Fortherule is infallible, That when the Exchange anſwereth the true value of mo- 
Exchange. njes, according to their intrinſicke weight and fineſſe, and their extrinſincke valuati- 
on; they are neuer exported, becauſe the ſaid gaine is anſwered by Exchange,which is 

the cauſe of tranſportion. To make this euident in the Rickx Doller, which is the 

maine and moſt vſuall coyne in Germanie, Eaſtland, the Vnited and Reconciled Low- 

countries before their late Proclamarions, and currant in many other Countries : ob- 

ſerue we,that the ſaid Dollerwas valued at two markes Lubiſh,cuery marke being ſix- 

A fhilling Lu- teene ſhillings Lubiſh, or ſixteene ſtivers, For the yeare 1575 the ſaid Rickx Doller 
+ uabg was ſtill coyned in the Empire for 32 ff or ftiuers, and fo currant by valuation in the 
wazallong, Low-countries whereby they were all one in denomination and effe&:But the wars in 
1535- the Low-countries hath beene the cauſe of the inhancing of this Doller, which was 
brought to 35 ſtiuers,and in the yeare 1586 to4.5 ſtiuers,or to 52 ſtiuers now by inter- 

miſfhue valuations and times. Howbeit at Hamborongh, Stoade, and other places in 

Germanie, the {aid Dollerdid remaine Rtill at 32 f Lubiſh, or two markes : and as the 

the ſaid Doller did inbance in price, ſodid they in the Low-countries coyne new ſti- 

A great Falla» VEr8 accordingly; ſometimes lighter in weight,and at other times abaſed by Copper 
cie* or Allay, and yet in account the ſtiver did and doth remaine the ground of all their 
monies : bur the ſaid Doller holdeth his ſtandard agreeable to the firſt Doller, called 

the Burgundian Doller with Saint 4zdrewes Crofle,coyned inthe yeare 1567, which 
is in fineſſe ten ounces twelue pennie weight of fine Silver : and foure and-an balfe 

_ of theſe Dollers were made equiuolent to our twentie ſhillings ſterling, as a publike 


meaſure 
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meaſure betweene vs and the Low-countries, Germanie, and other places where this 
Doller went currant,as you may obſerue in the precedent Chapters, 
Theſe Dollers haue fince beene imitated and made by the States of the Vnited Pro. 


ninces in their ſeuerall Mints, altering onely the Armes of their feuerall Provinces , 


as alſo by the Arch-Duke Albertar in the reconciled Low Prouinces, and the price of 
them at Hamborough, Stoad, and other places was but aduanced to one ftiueror ſhil- 
ling Labiſh more,that is to fay,at 33 f Lubith went, the ſame went inthe Low-coun- 
tries for 45 ſtiuers, which made the diverſitie of the ſaid Par of Exchanges of 33 f 4 4 
{or the Low-countries,and 24 f 94 for Hamborough,being all one in ſubſtance, This 
Doller is fince that time (as I ſard) inhannced to 52 ſtivers in the Low-countries, 
which maketh the price of Exchange aboue 38 f, or rather 39 f; and ſhall the King- 
dome ſuffer this and nor alter our price of Exchange accordingly, but be contented to 
rake 34 or 35 f, and after that rate vnderfell all the commodities of the Realme pF 

This Doller is likewiſe fince that time mote inhaunced in Germanie, from time to 
time. And leaving the exceſſive valuation inremote places, let vs note the valuation 
of Hamborough, where it bath beene at 5 4 ftiuers the Doller, which maketh the Ex- 
change aboue fortie ſhillings oftheir monie for our twentie ſhillings. And although 
we haue raiſed our price of Exchange, from 20 ff9 4, to 35 ff and thereabours, ſhall we 
reſt hereand go no further > Haue we reaſon to do it in part, and not in the whole, ac- 
cording to Iuſtice, Equitie, and true Policie: and ſhall we be like a man that by hal- 
ting in jeaſt became lame in earneſt Þ Abſpt ignorantia. 


The monies in Chriftendome, which haue their ebbing and flowing do ſhew their Thecourſe of 
monie a | 
Exchanges afe 
c@nterarnes i 


for plentie of monie makerh a low Exchange, and ſcarfitie of monie maketh a high epcraties, 


operation vpon commadities, maketh by plentie the price therofdeare,or by ſcarcitic 
berter cheape, as hath beene noted : but Exchange hath a contrarie meane of workin 


Exchange and the price to riſe, which is of great conſideration, becauſe it ouerruleth 
monie and commodities,which neuer entred inthe politicke ſtudies of Ariftetle, Senje 
ca,0r Cicero,whowere bur in the infancieof Trade, And Ciuilians can tell vs that Com- 
mercium,is quaſi Commutatio Mercium, bat wentno furcher in this juſt and Princely ftu- 
dic of State affaires, ro augment by 
their Kingdomes and Territories : as alſo ro preuent the diminution thereaf, by the 
carrying away of their monies and treaſure. Trae it is that the Statute Lawes of Eng- 
land have had a care hereof, but the remedies haue beene hitherto defeRiue,by mifta- 
"_ the Efficient cauſe thereof : which remedies may be diſtinguiſhed three manner 
of wales, 

1 Firſt, The Statute of imployment for Merchant ſtrangers, made for three eſpe- 
ciall cauſes: x For the aduancing of the price & ſale of our native commodities: 2 To 
preuent the ouerballancing of torraine commodities : 3 Topreſerne the monies with- 
in theRealme.14.R.2. | | 

2 Thelodging of Merchant firangers with free hoaſts, who had an inſpeQion in 
their negotiations for commodities and monies. 

3 Thekeeping of Staples for Woolls, Woolfels,and other commodities beyond 
the Seas,with their Correc&tors and Brokers to regiſter Merchant ſtrangers dealings, 

4 Tocauſe Denizens to pay firangers Cuſtomes inwards and outwards. 

5 The ſundry treaties and conferances with the commiſſioners of other Princes, 
about Merchandiſe, Monies,and Exchanges. 

6. The ſenere Proclamatiofis for the obſeruation of the Statutes made for and 
concerning the ſame,and the Articles of Entercourlſe. | 

7 The prohibition to export commodities, but at great Ports. 

8 The prohibition for ſtrangers to ſell wares by retalle. | 

9 Theprohibition for Engliſh Merchants to ſhip goods 1n ſtrange Botromes. 

Io The tranſportationof monie made Felonie by A& of Parliament. 

It Theattendance of Searchers, Waiters,and other Officers, 

12 Theſtri& information inthe Exchequer and other Courts. 

I3 The ſivearing of the Maſters of ſhips, for exportationof monies. 


— 


T4 The 


all lawfull meanes of 7ws gentium, the wealth of 


lands, 


In G:enanies | 


Commodities; 


Mogics: 
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14 Thereformation of the ouerheauines of our pound weight Troy inthe Tower, 
15 The ouerrichneſle of our ſterling ſtandard of monies, 
16 The alteration of the proportion betweene Gold and Silver. 

17 Themakingot more prices out ofthe pound Troy by the Sheyre. 

18. The inhauncing of S1luer and Gold Coynes in price. 

19 . The imbaſing of monies by Allay or Copper. 

20 The vſeof many ſtandards of monie,and reduced to two againe. 

21 Theincreaſing of coynage monie to hinder the exportation. 
22 The prohibition rocull out heame pieces to melt or tranſporr. 

23. Thebaniſhing of light Spaniſh monie,and Gold tobe molten. 

24 The giving more tor Bullion inthe Mint, 

25 The prohibition for Goldſmiths to buy Gold or Bullion. 

26 The making of the principall forraine Coyne currant in England. 

27 Thi binding of Merchants tobring in Bullion, 

28 The prohibition to pay Gold vnto Merchanc firangers. 

29 Theprohibition to take gaines vpon Coynes. 

30 The Bullion in the Mint to be delivered by weight, toreſtore by tale. 

31 Theinhauncing oi Gold and vnderualuing of Siluer, 

32 The puniſhment of tranſporters in the Srarre chamber by Fines. 

33 The prohibition by AQof Parliament, ro make Exchanges for monies for for- 

raine parts without the Kings eſpeciall licenſe. 


34 Monie deliucred to Sir Thomas Greſham Knight, out of the Exchequer, to rule 


_ the courſe of Exchanges by Bills. 


.. 35. The Office of the Kings Royall Exchanger, neuer put in pra&iſe ſince the mer- 
chandiſing Exchange began,ereRed by King Edward the firſt inthe eleuenth yeare of 
his raigne,by an Act made at Acton. Burncll, as aforeſaid, 

Here wee are.to obſerue the Srature, of employment to be defe&iue, when Mer- 
chants(both Engliſh and Strangers)baue an abilitie giuenthem by Exchange to take 
vp. monie here, and to deliner a Bill of Exchange for it payable beyond the Seas, and 
can ſend ouer the monie zz ſpecte and be a great gainer thereby : inſomuch thar if I re- 
ceiue here 150 peeces of 20 ff, I can ſend go peeces topay my Bill of Exchange, and 
put ten peeces in my pocket tor an ouerplus and gaine. 

The like may be done by making ouer monie from beyond the ſeas tobe paied here 
by Exchange, which being receiued, I can tranſport with 15 vpon the 100 gaines in 
two moneths and leſſe, and aduance 100 vpon the 100 in one yeare, which exceedeth 
all the benefit tobe made by commodities, wherewith I need not to intermeddle, ne1- 
ther can the ſaid ſtatute be any helpe herein to remedy the ſame. 

This gaine ariſeth by the vnderualuation of our monies, in regard of the inhancing 
and overwaluation of forraine coynes, ſo that the cauſe is extrinſique, and compriſed 
vnder the ſaid Exchange of monie, and nor intrinſique inthe weight and finenes of 
monies, which are conſidered in the courſe of true Exchange betweene vs and forraine 
nations : and thereupon it followeth, that neither difference of weight, finefle of ſtan- 

dard, proportion betweene gold and f{iluer, or their proper valuation of monies can be 
any true cauſe of the exportation of our monies, ſo long as a due courſe is held in the 
Exchange which is grounded thereupon, | 

Hence ariſerh the facilitic of the remedie by. the reformation of the Exchange, in 
cauſing our monies to be truely anſwered by Exchange,according to the very value, or 
aboue the ſame, which cutteth off the ſaid gaine had by the exportation of monies, 
and cauſeth alſo (in effe&) that the forreine coynes beyond the ſeas are not taken 1n 
payment aboue their values, alchough they be receiued ata higher rare, becauſe the 
commodities of theRealme are fold according tothe price of Exchange,which coun- 
reruaileth the ſame according to their inhauncing of coynes, or embaſing of the ſame 
by allay or copper. : 

All men of common vnderſtanding, when they doe heare of the raifing of monies 
beyond the ſeas,are readieto ſay, We mult do the like,. For they conceiue the ſay we 

| | | oh 0 
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of Cato, Tu quoque fac ſrmile, ſic Ars deluditer Arte, tobe a proper application hereunto, 
But they doe not enter into conſideration what alterations it will bring tothe Stare, 
and that the matter mightrun ad /nfinitum, as ſhall be declared. 

But letvs ſuppoſe, that this will be a ſuſſicient remedie to inhance our monies, as 
they dotheirs,to imbaſe our coynes as they do theirs, and to imitate ouerualuation of 
gold and filuer as they do,which requireth a continuall labour, charges, and innouati- 
on. Is itnotan excellent thing, that all this can be done by the courſe of .Exchange 
with great facilitie 2 and that without inhauncing of our monies at home, or med- 
ling with the weight and fineſſe of the Rerling ſtandard this is tobe done onely by 
his Majeſties Proclamation,according to the ſtatute of Exchanges, prohibiting that 
after three moneths next inſuing the ſame,no man ſhall make any Exchanges by Bills 
or otherwiſe, for monies to be paied in forraine parts, or to be rechanged towards this 
Realme, vnder the true Par, or value for value of our monies, and the monies of other 
countries in weight and finenefſe,but at the ſaid rate,or aboue the ſame, as Merchants 
can agree by the meanes of Brokers, or amongſt themſelues, but neuer vnder the ſaid 
rate, which ſhall be declared in a paire of tables publikely tobe ſeenevpon the Royall 
Exchange in London, according to the ſaid Proclamation: and the ſaid tables ſhall 
be altered in price, as occaſions ſhall be miniſtred beyond the ſeas, in the ſeuerall re- 
ſpective places of Exchanges,either by their inhauncing of monies by valuation, or by 
imbaſing ofthe ſame by allay,as hath beene noted;which by a vigilant eie may be ob- 
ſerued, and will be a cauſe to make other nations more conſtant in the courſeof their 
monies ; and this will be executed more of courſe than by authoritie, becauſe gaine 
doth beare the ſway and command with moſt men. 

For the Merchant Stranger being here the deliverer of money generally,will eafily 
be induced to make the moſt of his owne, receiving by Exchange more for our mo- 
nies beyond the ſeas: and the Engliſh Merchant (being the taker of the ſaid monies) 
will not be ſo injurious to the State, as'to giue lefſe beyond the ſeas than the value of 
our monie in Exchange, contrary to the faid Proclamation: and if hewould, the delt- 
uerer will not let him have it. Beſides that the takers occaſions are inforced by ne- 
ceſſitie, and he canbe no loſer ; for by dire&ion,he will ſell his commodities beyond 
the ſeas accordingly, becauſe the price of Exchange dorh ftill gouerne the. fale and 
buying of commodities,as aforeſaid. 

Engliſh Merchants being the deliverers of rhe monies beyond the ſeas, and the 
price of Exchangealtering there accordingly, will haue the like confideration,andthe 
Merchanr Stranger will prouoke him thereunto : and if there be no takers, the Eng- 
iſh Merchant may bring ouer the money 7» ſpecie, wherein he ſhall becomea gainex. 

The courſe is agreeable to Iuſtice and the law of nations,or js gentium,and will not 
hinder the Exchange to riſe and fall,as formerly,hut keepe all in due order,with theſe 
confiderations,caurions, and preuentions as ſkall be ſer downe to preuentall inconue- 
niences proceeding by the inhauncing of monies, which fall generally vpon all men 1n 
the endearing of things, and particularly vpon land- lords and creditors in their rents 
and contracts,and eſpecially vpon the Kings Majeſties lands. 

The ſtatute of Imployment muſt alſo be obſerued, to make the remedy more com- 
pleat, with a Regiſter to record the monies which forraine Mariners do receive for 
fraighr, comming from Norway and other places, making aboue one hundreth voya- 
ges yercly;as alſo many other ſhips bringing corne into the Northerne and Weſterne 
parts of this Realme,andexporting monies for it. 

The Turke, Perfjan,and Ruſſian haue herein ſurpaſſed vs in true policte, by keeping 
the price of their Exchanges high, much aboue the valuation of their monies ; ſo that 
they haue no trade by Exchange nor monies, but onely for commodities, whereby 
they prevent the ouerballancing of forraine commodities with theirs, as alſo the ex- 
portation of their monies ; albeit thevſe of our commodities is in thoſe countries ve= 


ry great. 
The obje@ions made by ſome againſt this ſole remedy are cafily to be anſwered, for 
they are grounded vpon ſuppoſitions againſt aſſured experience, 
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x Some make doubt that the price of Exchange being riſen, there will beno ta- 
kers of mony,and then the deliuerer is more thruſt vypon the exportation of monies. 

2 Others ſay, thatthoſe Merchants which haue fold their cloth beyond the ſeas 
ſhall recciue a loſle in the making ouer of their monies from thence, by deluuering 
more there in Exchange than now they do. 


3 Others ſay, that they ſhall not be able to vent their clothes according to the 


' bigh Exchange,eſpecially now that cloth is our of requett;zand would hauethe matter 


of reformation deferred vantill another time.in their opinions more commodious. 

The firt 05je&ion is anſwered before, That the taker 1s ruled by the deliuerer, who 
will not giue his money in Exchange vnder the true value,according to the Proclama- 
tion tobe made, and the deliuerer being the Merchant Stranger here, will ſooner be 
thruſt vpon the ſtatute of Employment, tor by the exportation of money, he ſhall haue 
no gaine ; whereas ſome of the diſcreeter fort would not have the ſaid ſtarure too 
ſirialy preſſed vpan the ſtranger, becauſe the trade ſhould not be driven into their 
hands, Mediocria firma. 

To the ſecond,the Proclamation (limiting a time for execution)giueth Merchants 
abilitic torecouer their monies,or to ſell their Bills of debts for mouy,or ro buy com- 
modities for them, as the manner 1s. mw 

To the third,experience maketh a full anſwere to both, that there did net want ta- 
kers, when the late inhauncing at Hamborough cauſed the Exchange to riſe from vn- 
der twentie and eight ſhillings toaboue thirtie and fiue (billings, which is more chan 
the preſent alteration will be: and Wooll was at thirtie and three ſhillings the I od, 
which is now fallen vnder rwentie ſhillings , ſo that the vent of our cloth was not 
hindered when it was ſold deerer by one full third part ; but there was aboue 8c000 
Clothes ſold yearely,where there is now ſold but 40000 Clothes, The time is alſo to 
be thought more conuenient to aduance a commoditie, being vnderualued,than to da 
it when rhe price is high; for thisplurifie of the common-wealth is dangerous, and ad- 
mitterh no time of curing, like the fire in acitie, which permitreth not any inquiries 
to exainine how the ſame began, but requireth cuery mans helpe to quench the ſame. 

 Andwhereas it is alledged inthe defence of the inhancing of coyne, Thatwhich is 
equal! to all (when he that buyes deere ſhall ſell deere) cannot be ſaid to be iniurious 
vato any. 

This opinion is without conſideration of the alteration of Weights and Meaſures 
betweene vs and other nations, that is, Exchange for monies, and what the ſame may 
produce tothe loſſe of the common-wealth,albeit that betweene man and man it may 
proue alike in ſome re pets. h 

To make this evident; Suppoſe two Merchants, the one dwelling in Loridon, and 
the other dwelling at Amſterdam, doe contract together, that the Londoner ſending 
Clothes tobe fold ar Amſterdam, the Merchant of Amſterdam ſendeth him Veluetrs 
and Silkes to be ſo'd at London: and (inthe account to be kept betweene them) they 
agree to reckon the monies in Exchange but at thirtie ſhillings Flemiſh, for rwentie 
ſhillings ſterling and ſo make returne each ro other from time torime,as monies ſhall 
be receiued both here and beyond the ſeas. Whereupnn pur rhe caſe, thar there is re- 
ceived at Amſterdam 1500 # Flemiſh for Cloth, and ar London there is received 
one thouſand pounds ſterling for Veluers and Silkes, which according tot! e ſaid 
compuration is all one in effe& betweenethem, and might by way of reſcounter an- 
ſwereecach other in account. But the Merchant of Amſterdam knowing that (by rea- 
ſon of the inhauncing of monies there) he can make a great gaine to have the ſaid one 
thouſand pounds to be ſent vnto him #7 ppecie, hee defireth the Londoner ro ſend bnto 
him this one thouſand pounds Rerling in filuer or gold coynes, Royalls of eight, or 
Rickx dollers, whereby he ſhall profir fifteene vpon the hundrerh by the meanes afore- 
faid, whichamounteth to one hundreth and fiftie pound gaines. Now the Londoner 
having his one thouſand and fius hundreth pounds Flemiſh, or one thouſand pounds 

ſterling ar Amſterdam, cannot dothe like,becauſe the mony by the ſaid inhauncing is 
recelued there aboue the value,ſo that his mony muſt be delivered there by Exchavge 


at 


Lex eMercatoria. 


4 


A___—_— 


at 33 {4 4or vader,whereby he receiuerh here the ſaid 1500 # Blemiſh withno gain 
at all, Thus the account is made euen between them, bur by thefe means the kingaom 
is deprived of the 1000 # of the Merchants money ſent to Amſterdam , which dorh 
not only procure mant of our monies, bur cauſcth alſo the native commaditiesto be 
vnder- ſold, and the forreine commodities to be aduanced 1a price beyond the teas,by 
plenty of mony there,and hindercth the importation ot Bullion, _ =p 
To preuent this the queſtion is now, Vhether it be betterand moreexpedient to 
raiſe the price of exchange, or the valuation of our monies 2 Surely all men of judge- 
ment will ſay, That the raifing of exchange breedeth not that alteration which the 1n- 
hauncing of monies doth, to make euery thing dearer,and to cauſe Landlords and cre- 
ditorsto loſe in their rents and contracts, And Merchants of experience know that we 
cannot do as they do; for the inhauncing of our monies here wil be countermined by 
other nations,who ſtill will venderualue them 1n exchange between vs, vnleſſe ir be pre. 
vented by our owne true valuation to be made known as aforeſaid. 
\ The Author of this treatiſe o' Free trade doth ſay, That it is not the rate of Exchanges, page 104. 
but the value of Monies,here low e!ſewhere high, which cauſe their exportation , nor dath the 
Exchanges,but the plenty and ſcarcitie of montes cauſe their values, which is meerly Hiflerou 
Proteron,whereanto [| have anſwered heretofore,viz, - 
. . Thereare three waies to diſſolve an argu-nent, Den/4//,Retorting,and Diſtinfion. De- Thicewayes 
zidl is too hoſtile, ſauoring more of ©b it ivacie than of art : Retortzon is more witty than todiflolue an 
profitable ; but D:ft:n#zon is like mature remedie+.compared to Purges, which clenfe 5 
and feed. But the ſaid Author did take the courſe of Dexiall,and proueth nothing tou- 
ching the matter in queſtion. pg 
If monies be hefe low and elſwhere high how is this known but by the valuation of Exchange 
Exchange > conſidering the dijueriities of monies of ſeerall Randards, wherein the compared to 
Exchange is like the Aſſay, whereby the finenefſe of gold and filuer is knowne,groun- yr es. 
ded vpon the quantity which the Exchange togaireth Soaking to the weight of fine : 
filuer and gold contained it the monicsSt each country, which is the intriofick value, 
and not according toextrinfick valuition, which is altered by denomination, for the 
name of a thing doth not alcer the value really;bur the ſubſtance doth it,it itbe altred: 
much leffe doth plenty or ſcarciry of mo:y cauſe their values,tr being contrary to the 
nature and property ot monie the yard doth meaſure the cloth, but the Cloath doth 
not meaſure the yard, To illattrat the prgmiſles by example,l haue heretofore ſhewed 
the conſideration incident, | | PR em | 
Suppoſe thar ſome Merchants ſtrangers do come ouer intothe realm to buy a pack 
of tenclothes, valued art 8 # fieflin+,whiehthey are to pay in gold and filuer,& they 
do not know the weight and fineneffe of rheit forrein Coine which they baue brought 
ouer ; hereupon to content both parties,the monies. on either fidemuſt be tried by the 
ſubrill Aſſay, according to their finene ſe compurated vpon the twelue ounces Troy, 
and then by weight they anſwer each other accordingly. And ſo this negotiation is in 
effe 1a a permutation of monies for Commodities, before Exchange was in- 
vented, f | 
Hitherto weehauve handled of che reformation of Exchanges, for places where the 
baſis or foundation of exchange is made vpon our 20 ſhillings ſterling,thatis to ſay, 
when Merchants beyond the ſeas,delivering monies there for England,will cauſe che 
Brokers of Exchanges to know kn-v much Flemiſh or Hamborow monie merchants 
will giue there, tohaue twenty ſhillings Rerling paid in England,cuet as we do here, 
to know how much in Flemiſh. monie ar other coinesa Merchant wil giue for the ſaid ;,;.;... 
twenty ſhillings here, by an agreement to be paid beyond the ſeas by a billof Ex- maderyon 
charge. But now weare to trexr of the reformation of the exchanges which are made forcineoin- 
vpon forrein coines, or ratber jim-4ginarie monies of other countries : as for France vp- 
on the French crawnof fixry (oulz , far the Eaſt countries vponthe Florin Poliſh; tor 
Germany vpon the Rickx Dollar of 7 2 Creutzers ; for Venice apontheir Ducat ; and 
 fofor other places. | 


Hereia letvs obſeruethatthe courſe of it is direQly oppoſit; for whereas in the ane 
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we do procure to haue much mony,or at the value anſwered by exchange : ſo in the 0- 
therwe may do the like,and rather procure lefle to be giuen in exchange, becauſe that 
the foundation of thoſe Exchanges 15s made vpon forrein coine, 

Neuertheleſſe conſider we, That whentoure Teſtons, or three Franks in fecie were 
calculated tor the ſaid Crowne of ſixty ſoulz inexchange, then every ſuch Tefton was 
ſixty ſoulz by valuation,and cuery ſuch Frank was 2o foulz, Bur fince thattime the 
ſaid pieces of Teſtons are made currant for 16+ ſoulz,and the Franks at 2 ſoulz, be- 
ing the ſame in weight and finenefle,wirthout any alteration in the ſtandard, called, Le 
Pied de Ia Monoye, but onely inhaunced in valuation, according towhich, payments are 
made in filuer coines. Alſo tor the gold coins,as French:crowns and Piſtolets, which 
are inhaunced at rimes,vntill 72 ſoulz trom 60 ſoulz, whereupon the ſaid Crowne was 
valued at 6 ſhillings ſterling ; 1s there any man of iundgement that will giue, if he can 
chuſe, fix ſhillings or 72 peuce, and 72 + pence, for the ſaid French Crowne in Ex- 
change,when the Crowne 1n ſpecze 15 paid himin France for 75 ſoulz. The like confi- 
deration are we to haue of the Dollars of Germany,of the Poliſh Guilders or Florins, 
and a!l orher Coines inhauriced above the parof Exchanges heretofore calculated a- 
mong Merchants,and eſpecially wih the admittance of Princes. | 

The operation hereof in the courſe of traffique is of very great moment, more than 
in times paſt, when the difference was not ſo ſencible;which made me to compare the 
ſame vnto the ſerpent Aſpis,which ſtingerh men in ſuch fort that they fall intoa plea- 
ſant ſleepe vntill they die. Which is meant by particular perſons, whoſe eſtate is con- 
ſumed by running vpon exchanges. Or like vnto the crueltie of the planet Saturne, 
which maketh his ſpherical courſe in 3o yeares with grear operatzon,although we do 
not ſo ſencibly perceive his motion, which is meant inthe revolution of ſtate affaires 


in progreſſe and continuance of time, 
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—A Hc Common Lawof England doth not vſe the conrfe of Attachments, 

II as is viſed by the Cuſtome of the City of London,which was borrowed 
TY irom Merchants ations obſerued in forrein countries,and was thereup- 
eg on by cuſtome here eſtabliſhed, it being a ready way whereby men may 
md {ccurethemſeluesof preſent means, if they doubr of rheir debtor, For 
— = tfche Creditor doknow any debrs or goods belonging vnto his debtor, 
he may inſtantly vpon a ſpecialtie tobe exhibited vnto the Magitrart, have authoritic 
t artach the ſaid debts and goods in the hands of any perſon where he findeth them, 
only priuiledged places excepted, or Eccleſiaſticall perſons in moſt places. 

To this Attachment if the party do appeare and put inbajſeeither by himſelfe or 
bis Atturney, then the ſayd Attachment is ipſo fa void, and Declaration beeing put 
In, dependerh in Court vpon the ſaid Baile; and if ny Declaration be put in the next 
Court day, or within three dayes, then the ſayd Baile'is likewife diſcharged by the 
ſfayd Cuſtome ; albeit this isnor ſo duely obſerued as the Cuſtomarie Law of Mer- 
chants requires. But if the party do not appeare, and the attachment do proceed three 
Court dates,or three defaults tobe entered, then for the fourth default judgement Or 
ſentence is giuen, that hee whodid make the Attachment ſhall reconer the ſaid debt 
and goods,and take the ſame into his own poſſeſſion, vpon good fureties to be put _ 
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the Court, to anſwer the value thereof within one yeare and a day, in which vime the 
proprictarie may diſreaſ@n the ſaid recouery,by diſprouing the other parties ſurmiſes 
ot allegations, proving that the ſpeGialtic was paied whereupon the Attachment was 
grounded. For the Attachments beyond the ſeas cannot be made vpon any pretended 

Action, but muſt bee donevpon a Bill of debr, and many times the Magiſttates will 

ſequeſter the goods or debts into their owne hands, to auoid incertainties of honeſt 

dealings. Beſides,Merchants will be adniſed before they make Arrachmints,becauſe 
both the Ciuile Law,and Cuſtomes of Merchants do impoſe great damages vpon the 

party, if he haue made his Attachment withour iuſt cauſe, to the overthrow of the 0. 

ther partics credit, And moreouer, if it bee vpon debts appearing by ſpecialties or 

Bils Obligaroric,it may fall out that the ſaid debts are transferred or ſet over to other 

Merchants, accordivg to the Cuſtome heretofote mentioned, whereby the property is 

altered, | 

I remember a caſe of mitie owhe,that hapned aboue 2 yeates fince, which concar- 
reth with the matter in hand : A Merchant being indebted vato meby a Bill Obliga- 
torie the ſtim of 800 ®, payableat ſix months, was perſuaded by a friend of his (with 
whom I had ſome differences and controuerſies of accounts) to ſuffer an Attachmene 
to be made in his hands of the ſaid ni-neys,by the Cuſtome of London, vpon promiſe 
made vnto him, That he would give him long days of payment for the ſaid moneyes: 
whereupon my Debror appeateth to the ſaid Atrachment, and did acknowledge the 
the ſaid debt of 800 ®, relying vpon the long daicsof paimient, and he that made the 

Attachment did proceed in the Law, and had judgement thereupon,makitig nodoubt 

to obtaine execution accordingly. Beeing aduiced by learned Councell in Lon- 

don, we ſuffered him fo far to proceed, and then we did fpeake in Arreſt of Execution, 
and brought a Writ of Certiorare out of the Kings Bench, vnder the hand of the Loxd 

Chiefe Iyſtice;putring in ſpeciall baile in London to fatisfie the tudgement, The re- 

cord was remooued tothe ſaid Court of Kings Bench, and there wee did put in other 

baile, and vþon that brought a Superſedias inro London, and diſcharged oureſpeciall 
baile,and by the Law, the ſaid Artachinent and all proceedings were made void ; and 
this Merchant was taken, P70 confeſſo,and ordered to bring the mony inſtantly into the 

Court, whereas he had yer fix months for the paiment; the intereſt whereof was qo #, 

whereby the Prouerbe tooke place, Fallere fallentews n0n eſt fraws. 

Here the Law did preuaile againſt Caſtome:bur in another like matter of Artach- 
ment, Cuſtome hath preuailed againſt the Law. DT ns 

One being indebted vnto another the ſumme of 100 ® payableat a certain rime, ir 
came to paſſe that the Creditor went ouer beyond the ſeas before the mony was due : 
the cautelous Debtor, vpon yntrue ſurmiſero defraud the Creditor,made attachment 
of this money in his owne hands by the Cuſtome' of London, and put in ſuretics to 
be anſwerable for it for one yeateand a day, according to the maner and orderof the 

Court, in which time the ſaid Creditor was to diſreaſon the ſaid pretended debt ; bur 
the Creditor (being beyond the ſeas and ignorant of theſe proceedings)came ouer af- 
ter the expiration of the yeare and day, and the Debitor had iudgement vpon the ſaid 
attachment,and execution awarded vntobim inhis owne hands. The Creditor deing 
now come oaer, demanded his money, the other denied to owe himany ; id briefethe 
Bill was put in ſoit atthe Common-Law , the Debiror did plead the ſaid judgement 
and recouery in London,and by that pra&ice and fraudulent means defeated his Cre. 
ditor:atid being done by Law, it is taken'to be no couſenage tobe puniſhed by the ſtar- 
chamber or other Courts,only the party is A.F. 

_ Touching Citizens of Merchants arreſts beyond the ſeas, there is a Cuſtome that 
no Officer may arrefafter Sun ſet; ſuch therefore as go abroad but at thoſe times, are 
{aid'to'Fly withthe Owleby a common Prouerbe : and it is hoped by the ſaid Cuſtome 
that the Debtor may (by hauing acceſſe at ſame time vnto his Creditor) compound 
with him, and preſcrue the good opinion and credit wherein he liueth,and thereby nor 
only hate means to'recouer himſelf, but alſo be annecafion togather in his own debts 
ſooner, In ſome places alſo'they may not arreſt _ Sabbath-days and Holy-days, 
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to the end they ſhould not be deprived of Diuine ferujce tojrards God,and comfort 
of their Soules. W 
 Theofficers or Serjeants may not arreſt any man vpon the Barſe or roial Exchange, 
although the party to be arreſted ſhould yeeld thereunto, and renounce the ſaid priui- 
ledge. It is not many yeres ſince a Merchant of Amſterdam being vpon the Exchange 
at Antuerp, bad notice giuen him that another Merchant had given order, That vpon 
his going from the Exchange he ſhould beareſted,and that the officer did attend him 
being neere at hand : whereupon he perceiuing the ſaid Officer, called him vnto him, 
and faid he would obey the arreſt ; which for the firſt time is but an adjoprning or Ci- 
tation. The officer did requirea pledge of a piece of coine in token thereof(as the ma- 
ner is) which he gaue him. Afterwards this Merchant of Amſterdam (beeing other- 
wiſe aduiſed by his friends) did difclaime from that arreſt, becauſe it was done vpon 
the Exchange,and claimed the ſaid priuiledge : infomuch that the magiſtrats and the 
learned Advocates on both ſides did thereupon aſſemble in the Town-houſe,as it were 
the Guild-hall, and there the matter was debated and diſcuſſed at large according to 
the Lawes : and it was at laſt concluded and derermined that the ſaid Arreſt was void 
in Law: forthe renuntiation of a priuiledge by any particular or many perſons, canot 
= _—_ derogate or abrogate any cuſtome or priviled&e, not ovely in the generall, but alſoin 
uiledge canot The particular ; ſo that within 24 houres aiter he might have bin arreſted again, but he 
aboliſh:he was xon inventizs, and vpon this arreſt he was ro finde caution to anſwer the Law, 
ng The likeis ro be vnderſtood for all priuiiedyed places, as Churches, Chappels, 
Churchyards,and other places and juriſdictions ; and divers cities and townes do nor 
permitany man to bearreſted vpon forein pleas for debts and contracts made in other 
wy townes, places or countries,which are as places of refuge for ſome Merchants ; as the 
Townes of towne of Middleborough in Zeland,and the towne of Dort in Holland,and other Ci- 
Refuge, ties and townes in other countries, and moſt cities and townes where a natign or a ſo. 
cictic of Merchants doe agree to make their reſidence,as the Company of Merchants 
 Aduenturers and others, commonly the ſaid cities and townes do exempt them from 
all Iitigious ſuits which happen between themſclues, to be determined by their Go- 
uernor or Court maſter; ſo as only controverſies hapning betweenthem and ſtrangers 
or inhabjrants are ſubie& to the ordinary courſe of the Law, for the determinationof 
Merchants differences, They will alſo free them from all debts owing by Kings,prin- 
ces,and Stares, {o that the ſubie&s goods ſhall not be liable thereto, to the end that 
traffique be not inrerrupred. 
"Fl The officers or Serjeants which makerheſe arreſts are known by their habit, or by 
knowneby a rod to be ſeen intheirhands,and may not by ſtealth come vpon a man;wherby many 
thcirhabit. infolencies are prenented , and Serjeantsare not ſubie@ to be killed, as many times 
they are with vs; and if they haue not their habits or colours, no man is toaſſiſt them 
if they be abuſed, and the reſcuing of a man then is no offence, and howſoeuer, if a 
man arreſted or to be arreſted do run away, euery man giueth him way, as deſirous to 
helpe him, to keepe him our of troubles, accounting the arreſting of a man to bee a' 
part of the hangmans office : and neuerthelefle their hangmen are ſeene to be alwayes 
1n rich apparell,and are reputed as neceflarie members ina Commonwealth, whereas 
1n England it is very contemprtible and baſe. | Et Ie 
eturning to ſpeak againof Attachments,it isa matter of great conſideration with 
vs, not to admit any to be done in London, or any other city or towne Corporat, accor- 
Attachments 010g tothe cuſtome of London, vnleſle it be vpon plain ſpecialties,and alſo with put- 
to begranted Ting in good ſureties for the coſts; for it is avery dangerous thing for Merchants dwel- 
youu pecia ling beyond the ſeas, as alſo Merchants which dwel inremote places of the kingdom, 
cy baving their FaRorsat London, if they vpon any ſurmiſe or prerence of debr ſhall 
make any ſecret Attachment in their owne hands of their Maſters goods, citherwhen 
they know ther maſter to be dead, or trauelling in ſome forreive countries vpona long 
Voyage,as occaſion may fall our, and ſoby practiſe deceiue them of theireſtates, by 


pleading afterwards the ſaid attachment or judgement had thereupon in Barre, as be- 
foreſaid. | 
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by Attachments, do commonly vſe ſequeſtration of goods by deliue- 


|| their owne cuſtodieor power ; for by theſe meanes alſoare many At- 
w|| rachments prevented, which men would doe, if the diſpoſing of the 
S234 coods or debts did come intotheir owne power : wherein they haue a 
care not to feed the humour of contentious perſons, which is meerely contrary tothe 
courſe of trade, which is the cauſe that in the execution of their ſentences, (wherein 
the life of the law doth confift) they do proceed gradatirs, and if any ſuch ſequeſtrati- 
on is made vniuſtly,or without cauſe, the Ciuile Law, as alſothe office of Priorand 
Conſuls, hereafter declared,will giue good coſts and damages. he oe? 
In the proceeling of the ſaid Magiſtrates there aremany perſuaſive means vſed by 
them inthe behalfe of the debtor with rhe Creditor, to bring him to a compoſition , 
if not, then ſome O flicers are ſent to the parties bouſe to keepe bim as itwerea priſo- 
ner; to whom he muſt gine meat, drink, lodging,and a daily fee,according to the jud- 
ges appointment, and as the matter may be of moment, to the end that by this pecunt- 
arie puniſhment he may cauſe him to pay or ſatisfie the creditor, which is aggrauated 
by ſending two O flicers at the firſt, then tyo more, and ſo ſix or eight of them,toeate 
him out of houſe and home, for theſe men will gaaw him to the very bones, and are 
therefore called Clyners or Deuourers. Bur if thedebtor will not-endure this, but goe 
wilfully to priſon, then the creditor muſt-findethe debtor maintenance at the diſcre- 
tion of the Iudge,who may if he will preſently put him tobread and water , which 1s 
ſeldome or neuer done : but when it is knowne that rhe parry bath means,and will not 
ſatisfie his Creditor,who after the impriſonment of the perſon cannot come vpon the 
goods againe,according to the Common Lawes of the Realme,then hee is to be kept 
in 4r&acuftodia, with bread and water for a time, according to the diſcretion of the 
Tudge. Bur if the Debtor be ſo poore, and notwithſtanding hath ſuch a cruel[aduer- 
ſarie that will make dice of his bones, that is to ſay , to bauve his Debrordie in priſon, 
and to hang vp a bale of gice for him in the Crowne office, as-is done by the Officer 
1n place, or the Gaoler ; then bath the Law beyond the ſeas prouided ſome reliefe for 
thts poore man : for the Cuſtome is in Germanie, France, Italy, Spaine, and rhe Low- 
countries, That no man is impriſoned for debt abouea yeare and a day, inwhich time 
the creditors haue power to take,ſeiſe,and ſell all the eſtate of the debtor z which bee. 
1ng done,or before,the woman in moſt places may claime her dower for her reliefe and 
children,and the reſt is digided amongſt the Creditors as far as it will goe, and ſothe 
Debtor is freed from theſe debrs for euer : for by the Ciuile Law, Oui vult cedere bonss 
Liberatns eſt a debito, If the Debtor do relinquiſh his eſtate to the Creditor, hee is free 
from the debts, and all goods falling tohim afterwards are his owne. But this man is 
cuerafter diſabled to come to aty preferment, and ſuch a Creditor as is thecauſe of 
Itwill be hated and accounted worſe thana Iew or Pagan : for the manner of Cedere bo- 
745,0r tO make ceſſion of gaods, is very heinous and of wonderful diſgrace;ſo that moſt 
men will ratherdie in miſerie than come vntoit, becauſe ir hapnerh not once in twen- 
Le yeares : yet is it far inferiour to the puniſhment of the Pillorie,or the ay 
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the legge vſcd inRufſiaat the creditors inſtance, whereby the debtor is ſerar libertie, 
and the debt paied. The partiecommeth before the towne-houſe, and ſtanderth vpon a 
ſKone in the view of all the people,and vnlooſing his girdle,he defires them,and all the 
world totake notice, that he hath nothing left him to pay his creditors,and ſo renoun. 
ceth all, what may be found to be his, or whar any manner of waies he might pretend : 
and in token thereof he may not weare his —_ any more,nor be imployed in any bu. 
ſineſſeas aliuing man yet afterwards y ſome compoſition to be made with the cre. 
ditors, he may be reſtored by a declaration to bee made by ſome Officer vponthe ſaid 
ſtone,and then he is permitted to weare his girdle againe. 
In the ſaid countries,no gentleman or manof qualitie, may be impriſoned at all for 
debts, his eſtate onely is lyable thereunto, and yetwith reſeruation of ſuch neceſſarie 
things,as Honeſty, Honour, Humanity,and Chriſtianitie doth challenge : namely, the 
ſouldiers Perſon, his Armes,his Apparrel,Bed,and Chamber conueniently and neceſ- 
ſarily furniſhed, which may not be taken for debt : and the like reſeruation is made to 
eueric other man of qualitie, ſo that impriſonment of mens bodies for debt (accor- 
ding to the common praQiſe of England) is a greater burden and bondage,than isro. 
be found in any other Chriſtian or heathen countrie. ND IO 
And foraſmuch as the miſchiefe and inconueniences,arifing tothe King and com- 
mon- wealth, by the impriſoning of mens bodtes for debt, haue bin propounded here- 
tofore in Parlement, by a printed remonſtrance which (like vnto a Pamphlet) may be 
loſt, whereby good marrers are oftentimes put in obliuion, I have thought conuenient 
to make an abſtract thereof,in the manner,as the ſaid reaſons are laid downe, tobe in- . 
{erted in this Booke, in hope of ſome reliefe vntedecayed Merchants, whoſe Eſtates 
. may remaine lyable to anſwer their creditors, without impriſoning of their bodies, a- 
oainſt the Law of God,the Law of man,the Rule of juſtice,the Law of conſcience and 
Chriſtian charitie, and againſt the Practiſe of other countries,as aforefaid,and finally 
againſt the creditors owne profit. 
Againit the The Law of God willeth and commandeth every man to follow a vocation to doe 
LawefGod: the honour, duties, and feruices, owing to his Prince, and conntrie,ahd Parents,and to 
maintain his wife,children and family,and to inftru& them in the feare of God;fo that 
whatſoeuer, dire&ly or indire@ly forbidderh rhe ſaid Chriſtian duries in the perfar- 
ming thereof(by animpriſonment)is againſt the Law of God,whereupon all humane 
Lawes ought to be grounded, No Law of God, willeth or commaundeth impriſon- 
ment of mens bodies for debt,nor is it warranted by any example in the word of God, 
and the efficient means bringing men into priſonas vſurie is, appeareth plainely ro be 
E-: forbidden by the word of God,as hath bin nored out of the old Law,neither hath the 
' 2204.22.26; Lawof the Goſpel awordof commaund or warrant for impriſoning a Chriſtian bro- 
=peai.:3.19 Ther for debt, but rather containeth a commaund to releiue him if hee be fallen into 
we} decay,to take care how and wherein he ſhall fleepyto ſet him free at ſix yeares end,and 
 Hier.34o14e  _thentoreward him, | | | 
'Againſtthe By the Law of man itwas not ſo, 46 initio: for by the common Lawes of England, 
Law of wan. which are the moſt auncient, moſt eminent, and moſt binding Lawes,no man may bee 
taken or irmpriſoned for debt, but the creditor was to take ſatisfaion vpon the debi- 
. torseſtate of goodsand lands,according to Magna Char.z.H.3.and 14 E4.3. although 
after accountants only were tobe impriſoned vnrill they paied,which was made gene- 
rall againſtalldebtors by the ſtatute of the 25. E4.3 9h yet ptiſoners in Executt- 
on,might and did follow their vocation and affaires,by baile,mainpriſe or baſton,as by 
the Statute of x. Rich. 2.cap.i2.and from that time forwards, were priſoners tied vp 
Rabeas corpus: ſhorter to the writ of Habeas Corpus or the Kings ſpeciall mandate,vpon ſurmiſes,that 
the ſaid debtors made ſecret eſtates in truſt to defraud their creditors,or were wilfull 
and obſtinat to pay them, being able. To anſwer theſe obieions, it is vniuſt copuniſh 
all ———_—__ wel frauders,as non frauders, without and before any proof made; 
yet if the fraud wete prooned,or his abilitie and ſufficiencie either,there is nocauſe to 
1mpriſon his body,becauſe the law doth giue theeftate forthwith to the creditor,whe- 
ther the debtor will or no:ſo it is ſtill needleſſe to imprifſon the body,for ao yeres 1m- 
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priſonment diſcounteth neuer a penny ofthe Debr, and yet thedebtor hath ſuffcred 
more miſerie and puniſhment than a guilty TraicarorRebell ſuffereth for the higheſt 
offence. | | 

[t is againſtthe rule of juſticeand Law of nature, that men equally tree born ſhould 
be depriued of the common andequal libertie,and be giuen into the power of anorher 
withour criminall cauſe or guilt, | 

The Debtor is either puniſhed for guiltor coherfion : if for guilt, it is againſt the 
rule of juſtice, for to be tound a debtor in the Law ts:no criminallgutlr,and there: ore 
vniuſt to puniſh him criminally : if tor coberfion, ro make the'debtor bring forth his 
eſtate tothe paiment of the der, it 1s alſo againſt rhe rule of jaſtice to intorce a man 
by punithment todo that which appeareth not to be in bis power,or whercof the Law 
is alreadie certified that there is not wherewithal] to do, accurding to the purport of 
the Capias granted againſi the body by the Common Jaw, | 

Ir is alſo again rhe rule of juſtice, to thruſt all kinde of debtors intoa priſon toge- 
ther ina heape,withour reſpe& ro the different qualities of men,to more or lefle guitr, 
of fraud or obſtinacie, or whether it be an honeſt or an vſurious debt, to more*or lefſe 
means of the debtor, whereby he muſt line or ſtarue in priſon , or tothe holding him 
one or twenty yeares in priſon; for ſome are great debts for thouſands, ſome are'ſmall 
for trifles, ſome are ſuppoſed debts not yet proued,and in truth ſome are no debts. But 
for certain all,ornine in ten, arevſurious debts and forfeitures, ſcarle one honeſt debt 
ofanhundred, bur all by valawtull gaine vpun corrupt and deſperataduentures. 

Bur itwill be ſaid, that impriſonment is no puniſhment, for priſoners live at eaſe 


and pleaſure, 8&c.according to the receiued opinion: but the miſeries and affli tions. 


of impriſonmſſ} are inexplicable and canor be conceived by any that have nor felr or 
had proofe thereof. | FEY 

The antient Romans conſtrued and repated impriſonment tobe a gard oor ſafe kee- 
ping of ſlaues and bondmen, but a heauy puniſhment to free-barn men : and it is re- 
_— That the Prophet 2ch4h was ſent to priſon, to be fedwith the bread of At- 

i&ion, he > | 
' For impriſonment is a corporall puniſhment,a gMand torture of the mind,a long 

and lingering dying, and ſometimes a ſhorr killing by-plague, &c it ouertkroweth a 
mans reputation,and deſtroyeth all rhat is good and deare vnto him';hiskinmedgrow 
ſtrange, bis friends forſake him, bis wife an i children fuffer with him, or leawn@him,or 
rebel or degenerat againſt him. and lic operit5all difgrace and villany of the world ; 
inwhole mifſeries the priſoner ſuffers morerhan in his owne ſufferings. | 

Before him is the (ighr of all theſe miſeries and euills,- and whzch-is not the 
leaſt,he lies open to euery arro of \candall orcalumnie that a malitions'adverſarie 
will Choor at him, which he can neirher reſiſt nor'auaid; becauſe he 1s abſentito con- 
front them : behinde him griefe for lofſe of liberrie,ctedir, friends;eſtate,andalligood 
forcunes : his Baile and ſureties (who commonly are this neereſt kin or deareft friends) 
lie in the power of his aduerfarie,or are already impriſoned. To ſay nothing of ill aire, 
ftreit place, hard lodging,vawholſome dver;with the'noiſe,noifomneſle, peſtering and 
tettering the body of the priſoner,as the leaſt of manyeuils, 63 5 

Letthis be weighed in theballance:of*Conſcienceand Chriſtian charitieand you 
ſhall finde rhat theſe proceedings cannot ſub, fot they are againſt the Law of God, 


and not warranted by Scripture. Bur toiindace divers necefſary conſequences for proof Guilclefly and 


hereof,we are to conſider how many waies any manmay guiltteſly and innocentlyfal 
bythe Law,be conuict of debt or damages, and caft into priſonthereupon; we,” | 
Bymiſpriſion or ignorance of himfelfe or his Actturny,in pleading of thecauſe by 
carelefle or vnskilfall Counſellors,eſpecially when falfe things are cunningly laid,or 
true things vneerrainly laid. af RS 7.859 re vt 0. 
By the neceſſitic of the defendant, wanting meanstopay his Atturny'orCouncel!, 


and by combinarionof the aduerſarie with the defendants Atturny,Solicitorior coun. 


ſellor;or with the witneſſes or Turors. for love,maliceOrends oftheirowne; 
_ By perjprie of witneſſes, inconcealingyperuerting;and mifapplying truph, or _ 
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ſing vatruth,and by ſubornation of witneſles,j urors, or officers, in the impanelling of 
: Iurors,and corruption of the Iudge, 
py Caſualties A man may likewiſe be diſabled and become infolvent by as many caſualties and 
| ads of honeſt and good intentions, and conſequently become a Debtor, and bee caft 
into priſon therupon;zas by ſuretiſhip,batle,or ſecuritie, for kinſmen, friends,or others; 
likewiſe by loan vnto them who pay not againe : alſo by falſhood of friends, ſeruants, 
and others put in truſt with monies,cnidences,office,trade,and lands, Againe,by mo- 
uiog a juſt ſuit in Law, where might, praQiſe, or falſhood ouerbeareth him, or many 
yeares ſuit conſumeth him. 
Alſoby fire, water,ſhipwrack,and ſuch like ſudden and vnrefiſtable accidents ar ſea 
or land, by robberie ot theeues and pirats. _ | 
By vnprofitable buyiogs and (ellings of lands,leaſes,merchandiſes, &c. 
By arreſt, ſeiſures,or pretence and detriment of forrein Princes. 
By ſudden lofle of friends or maſters,0n whoſe fauor any mans eſtate dependeth. 
Alſo by errors 1n making or keeping reckonings and accounts, or by loſing or not 
calling for Acquitrances, Bulls, Bunds, Releaſes or Ingagements and Aſſurances, for 
Warranties, Annuities, Dowers, Ioiarures, Legacies,and ſuch like, 
By Vſurers and Yſurte.catin= vp a mans eflare by intereſt and forfeitures, and by a 
multitude of other means,whereby no mag is ſecured bur may become a Debtor and 
Inſoluent. 
And this Law taketh no conſideration, or admits no information hereof, but in 
Summum us; Swmmse jure giveth the whole torteiture, wichout any conſcionable reſpeR, and the af- 
terproccedings are ſuteable , for atrer judgment, though the debtor by his goods dif- 
charge 99 Zof r00 ® principall, yet the body is ſubic& tobe impriſ@ed till hee pay 
the whole forfeiture of 200 ®: and the words of the ſtatute are, Thit if hee haue no 
goods nor chattels, nor enough to latisfie the whole, his body ſhall be impriſoned for 
the reſt till he make paimear or agtecment. Marlebridge cap.23. An.52 Hz. 
Socuery way it is in the abtol'te will and power of the Creditor tocaſt the debtors 
body into priſon; when in all cyp. cience and equitie, if he haueno meanes to pay, hee 
ought to be ler outof priſon, oft to be impritonedat all, becauſe the debtors body 
can giueno ſatisfaction ro the creditor, being in it ſelfe conſidered. l 
Meausto p:y> =SOmepriſoners have means and ate willing,bur cannor pay, either becauſe the pre- 
and yetcanct; ſent power of their eſtates is not in them, or in regard of the time, that they cannot ſell 
or recciue paiment, Or in regard ofthe worth, for ſcarſe any will buy a priſoners lands, 
leaſe,or goods,at balfe the worch.or integard of others intereffed, without whoſe con- 
ſent he cannpr diſpoſe thereof; or the eſtate is intangled with dowers, jointures,war- 
ranties,aflurances, ſtatutes, &c. -'Some haue nor meavs ſufficient to pay all, and ſome 
haue nomeansat all, and are kept in priſon becauſe they haue rich friends , who for 
their ſakes live and die miferably in priſon, OLE 
' Some baue means and will not pay,of fraud and obſtinacie , but of rheſe there 1s 
hardly found oneof a hundred : tor if that were ſo,the crediror(who ſearcheth the ve- * 
ry reins of the debtor,and hiseftat«) will rather ſei/e and recouer the priſoners eſtate, 
|. than caſt him into priſon,where if it hedie heloſeth all. £; 
* Now if an honett man may-ionocently fall in the Law by ſuch a multitudeof acct- 
| dents, praCtiſes, and errors of others, and by doing iuſt and friendly offices to others, 
1 and may failealſoinhis eſtate, and become inſoluent by ſomany waies, caſually and 
| cauſcleſly in himſelfe, and by the faulr and errors of others, and cannot bea criminall 
i  Cvebtorbutone way,which is by fraud and obſtinacie only (of which ſcarſeone exam- 
ple 1s to be found in a hundred) how can it ftand with aby charitie or conſezence to 
eltie,by laying ſucha heapeof miſeries vpon him, his wife, children, and reputation at 
once,as imprifonment bringeth, : | 
| Recoiiericon. Tt is true,thatrhe antient Common Lawes of England are very ſtrict in this poynt 
| lyagauit the Of maintaining. pats and contras,but the contracts of thoſe times were ſimple, ho- 
care, neſt andicgall, and the recouerie was agaigtthe eſtate only ; for there weeno ary, 
| | 
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negle@ and paſſe by ſo many circumſtances,and to fall vpon the debtor with ſuch cru- 
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bonds known, nor vſurie praiſed by Chriſtians when thoſe Jawes were made; but all 


our contracts and bonds,or the greateſt part, are corrupted with vſurie and forfeitures; 


which areextortion in a high degree:and to force men to performe ſuch with the loſſe 
of their eftates,credit,libertie,and many times of life too,is moſt inequitable. 
Eſpeciallydceing the law prouides euery creditor his full damage, withour help of 
a penall bond,which ſhewerh that all forfeitures are needleſſe,and rhey are vniuſt alſo, 
for they make the vſurer indge of his owne damage ; which of right belongeth to the 
judgement of the Law. I ah pg 
But it will be ſaid, that the Chancerie doth mitigate the hardneſſe and rigor of the 


| law invſuries for forfeitures;and that wrong judgements may be reuerſed by Atraint, 


Errors, Anaita querela,e7c. ns: 
Theanſwer is, That the remedie is worſe than the diſeaſe, for all courſes of reliete 
by Law in Chancerte,are hard, tedious,vncertaine, long,and extreme chargeable ; Fo 
it is a lamentable caſe, that when the debtor is vaiuſtly or vnconſcionably caſt inthe 
law,ftriptof his eſtate, his body impriſoned, his libertie tied vp, his credit deſtroyed, 
and his triends baniſhed then toſend him ſo diſabled, to ſeeke remedy by new ſuits 
in Chancery,which arechargeable aboue meaſure:and with the ſame extremity doth 
the Ratute of Bavkrapts deale with the poore debtor,as hereroforehath bindeclared. 
That priſoners are compaſſed witha multitude of ineffable miſeries and heauy af- 
fictions,and therefore ſome canot chuſe to become weake in faith, ſtaggard or deſpe- 
rat, when there is no man to ſpeake a word of comfort indue ſeaſon, appeareth by the 
miſerable ends of many deſperate perſons, whereby one with ſhame and diſtemper1o- 
{cth his ſence and dies;another for want and pouertie periſhed;one with feare & griefe 


breaks his heart outright,anothers heart that cannot breake,the dinel is ready to teach | 


him deſperatly how to make away : one vncharitably flies from his keeper,another de- 
ſperatly aduentures his life robreake priſon,and finally many are carelefſe and giuen 
toall vices, For Faith is rightly compared to a Lamp, which muſthaue ole continu- 
ally tomaintaine it's light, or otherwyſe is ſoone extinguiſhed. Sodoth Gods, Word 
maintain faith by continuall preaching,wherof priſoners are deſtitute for moſt part. 

Some menwil excuſe the vnconſcionableneſle of the Law,alledging that in ſeifing 
the debtors body and goods, and giuing way to vſuries, forfeitures, and corrupt bar. 
gains, the Law doth no more than the debtor himſelfe hath contracted vnder his hand 
and ſeale : and Yolenti non fit injuria, Whereunto it is anſwered, 


x Firſt That theguilt of the Law canot be ſo waſhed off, for in debts where there Anſwer. 


1s 0 contract vnder thedebtors hand and ſeale,the Law giues the debtors goods, and 
his body into priſon at the Creditors will. | oo nt 
2 That thedebtor is not Yolevs, for it is againſteuerie debtors will topay V ſurie 
or forfeiture; burhe is preſſed thereto by his. own necefſitic on the one ſide, and by the 
creditors vncharitable will on the other,who will not lend but for vſuric & forfeiture. 
3 Thecommon ſaying,” olent; non fit injuria,isa falſe poſition, elſe is it lawfull to 
killa man that is willing rodie,which is abſurd; forthe will or conſent of the party to 
ag act that is in it ſelfe vniuſt,canot make the a& iuſt,nor inftifie the ator. 
It is alſo objeed, That if mens bodies may not be impriſoned, how ſhal they reco- 
uer their debrs z 
| Anſwer. Vpon the debtors eſtate onely, as this kingdome did heretofore,agd other 
kingdoms do now, and therefore let thecreditor ground his truſt thereupon, and truſt 
thereupon,and truſt no further than the creditors eſtate, for thence onely can hee haue 
true fatisfa&tion, It is replied, That there will be no more credit ginen if mens bodies 
may not be impriſoned,and conſequently trade and commerce will decay. Anſw. Ho- 
neſttrade,honeſt contrats,and honeſt truſt will notwithſtanding be as plentiful]; for 
while thereis the ſamevſe,neceſſitic,and profit by commerce, there muſt needs be the 
ſame effe&. True it is, That vſurious contras will be more relatiuely made to cueric 
manseſtate,credit and honeſtie, as they did in the times of the old Law and of the Go- 
ſpell,and yer do in politique governments, - | DE DVI 
It is againſt thecreditors own profit, for all means of ſatisfaRion muſt ariſe either 
| ; : So a Out 
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out of the debtors credit, out of his labour and induſtry,out ofthe wil of his friends, or 
our of his own eſtate, and all things that depriue or diſable the debtor in any of theſe, 
doweakenand leſſen his means, and conſequently tend to the Debrors prejudice and 
diſaduantage. Herein it is not needtull to rehearſe all the former miſeries decreaſin 
the debtors eſtate : for daily experience proueth, that many creditors Imue offered ar 
firſt to pay the principal debt,or balfe,before they were caſt in priſon,which afterward 
by more troubles and charges comming vpon them, were diſabled to pay ay thing : 
how prepoſterous and abſurd is it then to caſt the debtors body into priſon, where his 
eſtate is waſted, his credit ſpoiled;tits fortunes and vertues loſt, his body afflicted, his 
life conſumed and murdred; and whereby the creditor bars himſelfe from all remedie 
againſt his eſtate for euer > _ | | 
The conſideration whereof makes the debtor to retain in his hands what he can, to 
maintain himſelfe,his wife and children, and to keep them from periſhing,which ma- 
keth alſo againſt the creditors profit. | 
The body of euery ſubie&belongeth tothe King, and every ſubie& is a member or 
king andcom- fingle part of the body of the Commonwealth, ſo that to take this body and caſt the 
mon-wealth, ſame into priſon fordebr,where he muſt lie rotting idlely & vnprofitably all the daies 
of his life,and die miſerably,is no other than to robbe the King and Commonwealth 
of their limbs and members,and conſequently of the ſeruices and endeauors of a great 
number of ſubje&s yearely,of all degrees and profeſſions, to do ſeruiceto the king and 
Commonwealth;which number of priſoners exceeds all the priſoners in other places. 
_ Iris therefore in Chriſtian charitie wiſhed,and in all god]y policie defired, that the 
b bodies and indeauors of all debtors may be free from impriſonment,and the creditors 
recouerie be made againſt the debtors lands and goods, according to the antient fun- 
damental lawes of this kingdome,being moſt conſonant to the law of God,to Chriſti- 
an charitie,to the rule of juſticg,and to godly policie,as atoreſaid : And that ivterim, 
the reliefe of priſoners may be permitted, which the late Queen E/:zaterh granted, 4», 
28 of her reign,for her and her.ſucceſſors,bya large Commiſſion recorded in the high 
court of Chancery;the exemplification whereof was by all priſoners for debt humbly 
deſired. £ Jo 
Many other reaſons are alledged in the ſaid remonſtrance inue@iae, againſt Vſurie 


and Vſurors,which I haue omitted ; and hereunto let vs adde certain obſeruations in 
generall concerning executions. : ,;. 1g 


To theprejus 


«\ The Law is ſaidto be amute Maziſtrat;but the Magiſtrats are aliuing Law. 


T He ſtrength of the Law is commanding, and the ſtrength of commanding is 11 
the conſtraining orexecutingofthe Law, which belongs to judges and Magi- 
ſtrats. The conſideration hereof did producea diuerfitieof opinion, whether Indges 
or Magiſtrats ought tobe for a time or for terme of life, the often changing of them - 
Cuſtomes of being according to the cuſtome of the Romans, whodid inſtigate men toaccuſe thoſe 
- Romans that had not diſcharged the place of their office duly,wherby wickedneſſe was not 0n- 
tion of lawes. 1y puniſhed, but alſoeuery man through emulation did endeauour himſelfe ro follow 
vertue,and to diſcharge the place of his calling. Befides, whereas vertue in all Com- 
monweales 1s the principall point whereat men aime, and whereto the Law doth bind 
them; ſo the diſtribution of offices is a reward of vertue,which canot be done to ma- 
ny,when they are giuen in perpetuitie to ſome few, which many times hathbeene the 
cauſe of ſedition, by the inequall d1ſtribution of rewards and puniſhments in'fome 
Cacormenien. Commonweals. True it is, that thereare many inconueniences if the officers bee but 
ccx of yearely for one yere ora ſhort time,to the hinderance of the publick good;for they muſt leaue 
wry their place before they know the dutie of it, and commonly vnto one that is but a no- 
vice it the place,whereby the affaires of the commonwealth fall intothe gonernment 
of ſuch as are incapable thereof, and without experience, And if they be fit for the 
place,their time is ſo thort that itvaniſhethaway i feaſts and pleaſures, and matters 
either publique or priuat doe remaine vndecided and euery thing protracted Ons: 
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due adminiſtrationof juſticezbeſides, how 1s it in common ſenceand reaſon poſſible, 
that he ſhould:command with the effectuall power ofa magiſtratthar within a little 
while'is as it werea cipher,withont power or authoritie > what ſibje& will yeeld him 
due reſpe& and reuerencee whereas on the contrary, if his office be perpetuall,;and his 
eſtate aſſured,he isreſolued boldlyto refiſt the wicked, to defend the good, toreuenge 
the injuries of the oppreſſed, and enen to withſtand tyrants, who many times haye bin 
aoniſht to ſee the conſtancie of the judges and magiſtrats in the execution of juſtice 
according to law : and herein is the common law excellent,becauſe the judges & Ma- 
giſtrats are authoriſed accordingly for term of life,as the dignity ofthe place requires 
and are alſo choſenwith great ſolemnitie,in regard of their integrity, knowledge,and 
experience in the lawes,wherof they are the ornaments;wheras tocal the yerely judges 
in queſtion after their time expired, is a derogationand diſhonor to the lawes in other 
COUntries. | | 

The Sherifs and many other officers which put in every county the writs, comman- 
dements,and judgements of the courts in execution,are remoued every yeare, and the 
ſamebeing expired, they may be called to account to anſwer to any miſdemeanors by 
them committed during their office,by the ordinary courſe of the law, which maketh 
them vigilant and circum{pect in the execution of the places they ſupply, either par- 
ſonally,or by deputies, for whoſe offence they muſt anſwer. f $5 

This authoritie and ſeuerity of the Iudges therefore doth prevent many miſchiefs, 
putting a feare in the hearts of the offenders of the law by the rigor thereof, which in 
criminal caſes is called by ſome crueltie.But the merciful judge is more to be blamed 
in theſe caſes than the ſeuere, becauſe ſeveritie makes men obedient to the laws, wher- 
as too much lenitie'cauſeth contempt both of lawes and magiſtrats. Neuetheleſſogs 
there is in all commonweales two principal points which the Magiſtrats are toconſi- 
der,namely law and equitie,fo the execution of Law is to be conſidered by the Magi- 
ſtrart,who ſomtimes being roo ſeuere, may do more hurt to the'Commonwealth than 
g003d; ſeeing the intention of thoſe thatmade the Law was to prouide forthe good of 
the commonwealth, Salws populi ſupremalex eſto. | | 

This may be ſaid eſpecially in regard of the ſtatute lawes,wherot we haueexample 
of Ewpſon and Dudly freſh in memory,who being priuy counſellors to Henry 7. cauſed 
the penal lawes tobe ſtrictly executed againſt his ſubjeas, wherby the king gathered 
much treaſure, with the loſſe of the loue of his ſubjeQs, which much diſpleaſed him, 
asthe Chronicles of this realm baue recorded. Becauſe there is nothing fo effeuall 
co cauſe the prince to be called atirant,as this courſe of tri execution of laws,which 
hath affinity with the ſaying of Nicolas Machiavel ſomtime fecretary tothe great duke 
of Tuſcanie,touching the condition of men in generall : 7t miſerable that we canot do 
ell things, more miſerable to dothat we would dogand moſt mniſerabletodo that whichwe can db. 

Informers nevertheles are neceſſary members ina commonwealth, for maintenance 
of lawes,which otherwiſe would be fruitlefſe,or made as it is ſaid by ſome, proptey zer- 
7orem;for prevention whereof it is very commendable to preſerve this life of the Law, 
conſiſting in execution,which was the cauſe that commiſſioners haue bin heeretofore 
appointed to retain men intheir duties ; as the Nomophilatsin Greece; the Cenfors 
among the Romans,the Ephores at Lacedemon,the Areopagites at Athens, the Vifi- 
cors in Spain,and the Commiſſioners of Troyle, the Baſton in the time of Edw.r. For 
all humane a&ions.are ſoflexible toeuill,that they had need haue a continual remem- 
brancer to vertue;for the conſeruation of the publique good «1 

If we will make a compariſon between the execution of criminall eauſesand civile, 
WE ſhall in a maner find the ſarte to be all one effeQually, for the-generall, manner of 
death impoſed by rhe law is hanging, where in other countries they baue divers man- 


ner of executions, according'as the fact is heinous; Murder,being a great offence,hath — 
A allages been puniſhed with death ; but ſtealing of goods wasalwaies taken 10. = 


much inferior, becauſe the Law of God did not puniſh the ſame by death, as is now 

vied ;and yer a death by-ſudden execution, is better than a lingring death by famine, 

tmpriſohiment;andother aduerſities before remembred. 03 Av 
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The effe& of the Kings Prerogatiue royal(tobe mercifull euenwhen Law hath had 
her full courſe, is tobe ſeene rather in cauſes Ciuile than criminall, and that in the re- 
liefe of poore diſtreſſed priſoners and others ; ſeeing the mercy of God(whoſeLicu- 
tenants they are onearth) is aboueall his workes : which maketh me to remember an 
error of the common people, whothinke the juſtice and mercy of God to be contra- 
ries ; for if they were they could not be in God, becauſe the God- head being bur one, 
and alwaies like it ſelfe,cannot admit contraries,and contraries they cannot be,being 
both vertues, whereas no vertue is contrary to vertue,but only oppoſit tovice. So that 
(reſpe&ing the Kings Prerogatiue in criminal cauſes, when the Law hath determined 
death or puniſhment by perpetuall impriſonment or baniſhment)the King, imitating 
Gods mercy,doth reſtore life, freedome,and libertie, much more may the King do the 
ſame inciuile cauſes, when the Law commandeth impriſonment vnt1ll ſatisfa&ion be 
made of the judgement, giuelibertic and prolongation of time, as hauing an intereſt 
in the perſons of his ſubjes,as we haueobſerued. I haue herein beene the more am- 
ple,becauſe it concerneth the life of many honeſt men, 8c. | 


ppg 


Crap. Xi, | 
Of the Denization and Naturalization of Merchants. 


He maner to make merchant ſtrangers, artifieers; or handy. crafts men 
to be-Denizons or naturaliſed, was in times paſt without any diffe- 
| kd [| rence ; and they did enioy-the like libertie and priuiledges, and were 
1 {EQ@S>|| moſt commonly made by his majeſties lerters patents vnder the great 
$5 he ſealeof England,by his Highneſle Prerogatiue royall, whereby they 
BLISZREEEL did enioy allthe freedome and immunities th 11 Subjesd 
1d entoy all the freedome and immunities that naturall Subjeds do 
enjoy,and were ſo reputed and taken by the Lawes of the realme, vpon their oth made 
in Chancerie,of their allegeance to the King and tothe commonwealth.But the ſame 
was afterwards called in queſtion,vpon the miſdemeanors of ſome forgetfull perſons, 
and then Denizons were made to pay cuſtomes tothe King as ſtrangers, howbeit they 
might buy leaſes and houſes as Engliſh borne ſubje&s, and theirchildren hereborne 
ſhould be free,and pay but Engliſhcuſtome for goods imported and exported;8 may 


.- become freemen of London,and buy cloath in Blackewell hall and all other Markets 


whatſoeuer , and tranſport the ſame where it pleaſed them, albeir that the Mer- 
chants Aduenturers haue infringed the ſame, Neuertheleſſe (ſome priuiledgeto pay 
Engliſh cuſtom, being granted to ſome particular Merchants,by the Princes preroga- 
tives by Letters patents vnder the great Seale) it came topaſle that theſe were named 
naturaliſed, which might be placed in offices,as juſtices of the peaceand 9orwm,high 
ſherifs of counties,and other places of dignity, and came to be made Knights and Ba- 
ronets,and ſome of them buying lands and leaſes,made great purchaſes, marriedtheir 
daughters todiuers gentlemenand others,did alſo ſell lands again; and bought other 
lands;which buying and ſelling of land did require ſomeafſurances tobe made, and 
therein ſome Lawyers were of Opinion,that by the law the ſaid aſſurances were'not of 
ſufficient validitie without an AR of Parlement,and then the Acts of Naturalization 
were made: but the making of Denizons was alwaies continued by the Kings Letters 


Denizens not Patents onely, and they are not ſubje& rothe ſtature of Emploiment, albeit they pay 


$arute ofim.. {rangers cuſtomes,and divers other charges which the natiue ſubje&s do not pay, of 


which Merchants are to take notice. —- BAL - Intl 

. Noſtranger which isa mechanicall perſon is much inclined to be a natural ſubject 
by AG of Parlement,becauſe of the charge of ir, which mightbeabourt 3o #®, _ 
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foure or five perſons may join rogether by petition to the Parlement, and have one a&t 
for them all,the form whereof is commonly as hereafter followes. And bere note that 
a merchant is in no danger if he be neither Denizon nor naturaliſed,burt may deale,rra- 
ficke and negotiatat their pleaſure, but he may take no leaſes nor buy lands;” | 


T N moſt humble manner beſeech your moſt excellent Majeſtie,your humble & obe- 
I dient orators 7.L, of Florence , your Majeſttes ſernant T2, &c. R.B;and M.9. 
Thar whereas the ſaid 7. Z. the ſonof A4.Z.and Z.hiswife ſtrangers,were born at Flo- 
rence in Italy,in the parts beyond the ſeas:and wheteas, &c., Andwhereas 47. &. being 
the ſonof M.,2. and C, his wife born at Bruges in Flanders,in the parts beyond:che ſea 
in lawfull marrimonie, and hath for the moſt part theſe 2o yeares remained and made 
his abode in London,within your Majeſties realm of Englandgduring which time he 
hath demeaned himſelf fairhfully and dutifully toward/your Highnefle,8: your lawes; 
yet for tharboth he & the reſtof your Majeſties orators were born in the parts beyond 
the ſeas, they canot take benefit of your Majeſties lawes, ſtatutes, and cuftoms,or your 
Highneſfe realm of England,as other your Majeſties ſubjets born within this realm, 
to their great prejudice,lofſſe and hinderance:It may therefore pleaſe your Highneſle, 
of your moſt noble and aboundant grace,that itmay be ordained, inaRed;andeſtabli- 
ſhed by your Highnes,the Lords ſpirituall and remporall, and the Commons of this 
preſent Parlement aſſembled, and by rhe authoritic of the ſame, "that your Majeſties 
moſt humble petitioners,7.L.7.M.R.B.and 24. 9.andeuery of them,ſhal from hence- 
forth be adjudged,reputed,and taken tobe your Highnes natutall ſubje&s,andas per- 
ſons naturally and lawfully born within this your Majeſties realm of England; 8-alfo 
that they and euery of them ſhall and may from henceforth be inabled and adjudged 
able to all intents and conſtructions, to demand,challenge,aske,hane, holdand enjoy 
lands,tenements,hereditaments and rents;as heite or heires to any'of theiranveſtours, 
by reaſon ofany deſcent, remaine,reuert;or come to'them or any'of them by:any: other 
lawfull conueiances or means whatſoeuer, or which heteafter ſhal come, 8&c:as if they 
and euery of them had bin your natural fubje&s born z and to hold and enjoy:tothem 
and euery ofthem jointly and ſenerally,lands,tenements, and hereditaments or rents, 
by way of purchaſe, gift, granr or otherwiſe,of aty perſon or perſons toalkconfiructi- 
ons and purpoſes,as though they and cuery of them had bin your highnes naturafborn 


ſubje&s : and allo that they arid euety'of them from henceforth may and ſhaltbeena- - 


bled to proſecute, maintaine and avow,iuſtifie and defend all manner ofaQions, ſuirs, 
plaints,and othet demands iwhatſoeuer;as liberally;frankly,fully, lawfully, farely, and 
freely, as if they and any of thetm had bin narurallyborn within your Majefties realme 
of England,and as any orher perſon or perſons naturally born within the ſatme;may'in 
any wiſe lawfully do; any A&;law, ftature,;proviſo;cuflome,ordinance, or orher thing 
whatſoeuer had; made,ordained.or done tothe contraty'intany wiſe-notwithſtanding : 
And your petitioners ſhall daily pray for ybur royal Majeſtic long'in honorand moſt 
tafery toreign oberva, 2225 34 2000 0972 CRATE 123) BOP 270% TBE TIT 
£ 19D THAIS» $$ FBy OTTO Er 997 v339 ' 

This Petition in nature of at A&of Parlement is delivered tothe Speaker of the 
Parlement,who yponithe ſecoid racing fic Commons houſe, procureth the+ſame 
to be referred tocertain committees, beforewhom the petitioner$t6 appeate; &ifter 
examination, if there be roapparantcanſe that might croſle them, the bill is returned 
1nto the Parlement,and read for the third. timeasthe maner is of all As, and then ir 
1s caried vp tothe Higher houſe,and there it is commonly of courſe alſo read z times, 


and ſoallowed,and there it doth remainymillche.laft-day of the (ERion of Parlement, 
and then the Kings royall aſſent is TOY C4 NO. the back ide 


orwithin,theſewords,Le Roy {e weylt :and if it bean Aft which the Ny 
the Clerk ofthe Parlement lie: aa * adviſera,wh ch is a cleatia 
fuſal,andall which was done 15yoid,and cangt be reed nav erPar 
out to begin all from the beginning again, .. So much for England, _--. 
In France all firangers that are koh SR thekingdom,and reſide and dwel 4 
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the ſame,areſubje& tothe right of Aubecine, ſocalled, Tanquar, Alibi nati ; foi 
their death (if they be not naturalized) the King doth ſeiſe vpon all their goods they 
haue in France, and appropriateth the ſame to his Exchequer or finances;withour thar 
the ſaid ſtrangers can diſpole thereof by teſtament or will, or that their lawfull heires 
can claim the ſame,howbeit they may giue them, and diſpoſe thereof while they liue, 
by contraQs made between them, A firangeralſo not dwelling within the realm, yer 
hauing gotten wealth or means within the ſame,may diſpoſe of it vnto his heires and 
others,although they were ſtrangers. Alſo ifa ſtranger travelling through the King- 
dome of France ſhould chance to die, bis heires ſhall enioy the goods which hee let 
at thetime of his deceaſe in France, | 

But whena ſtranger taketh letters of naturalization, then may he get wealth & po. 
ſeſſions within the realm lawfully and freely : which letters of naturaliſation muſt be 


- recorded-inthe Chamberof Accounts,vpon paine of a penaltte paid tothe King, and 


his lawfull heires ſhall enioy-the ſaid poſſeſſions and goods , ſoas he benature of the 
realme,orany other to whom the {ame begiuenby will or teſtament, ſo as hee alſobe 


-. naturaliſed at aforeſaid. 


But Manſieur Papontbe Civilian ſaith, That it is not ſufficient for one toenioy the 
ſame,tgbe born withinthe realme,but it muſt be alſo a woman taken in mariage with- 
inthe Realme: and hereupon alledgeth an arreſt or ſentence of the Parlement of Paris, 
whereby acofin of a ftranger deceaſed was preferred before the ſiſter, as beeing borne 
inthe realm, and dwelling in the ſame,and the fiſter did nor dwell within the realm,al- 
beit ſhe cauſed her ſelfe ro be naturaliſedafter the deceaſe of her brother,whereof the 


| : Courthadinoregard,becauſethe goods by ſucceſſion were gotten before,which could 


not be'made void by the Kings letters patents, Monſieur Banquet is of opinion, That a 
French. man being departed the kingdome,todwell inanother country, his goods pre- 
ſent and-tocome doappertain vnto the King,and canotdiſpoſe thereof by will or Te- 
ſtament;as ithath bin proued by diuers decrees of parlement. The King is lord of all 
vacant goods,and therefore wiues and children are to take letters of Naturalifationto 
-purchaſetheir quietnefſe. And if any firanger borne and naturaliſed, ſhould beout of 
the kingdome ſoine-$or ten yeres vpon ſpecial occaſion or otherwiſe, he muſt take at 
his return.new letters of naturalization, or confirme the former by ſame approbation, 
And herein note a ſpeciall point as a matter of record, That thoſe of Flanders, Mil- 
lain, & the Frenchcounty of Savoy are-not hound to take letters of naturalization to 
dwell in-this kingdome, becauſe. the French Kings pretend that the ſaid countries are 
theirs, and were neveralienatedbytheir conſent, but are Countries which at all times 
have belonged to-the crownof France, whe doth acknowledge the ſubieAs tobe true 
and loiall Frenchmen. Bur'ir:is requifſit if they come todwell within the realme,that 
they take letters of Naturalifation;to the end the officers do not moleſt them. 
Bythe premifſes we ſee,thatthe naturalifation in France is far more compulſory for 
Merchants than in-England;howbeit that in both kingdomes,if a ſtranger naturaliſed 
(after many years that he hath inhabited the ſame)be deſirous toreturne to his native 
country,he may ſurrender his letters patents,and be diſcharged ofhis oath. 
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& Hus having hitherto.intreated'of the Cuſtoms of Merchants, with their ad- 
number, weight and mea- 


oh jun&s and accidents,and therein'obſerued time, 
x) CE2 ſure, as alſo the three Simples and efſentiall parts of traffique, 
"= - teasand 


with their ef- 
ethod/ of rhe 


properties ; let vs now conſider of the manner and m 
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proceedings therein, to ſee by what means they are determined and executed «fot if 
the execution conſiſts the lite of all Lawes, and the perfeQ&ing of mens aQions which 
aime at ſome certain end. For it hath binwell obſerued by ſome, That the actions of 
a wiſe manand a foole differ in this, That the wiſe haue regard tothe end in what they 
vndertake,and the foole without confideration permitteth theenJ to maniteſt it ſelfe: 
whereof ignorant raen judge according tothe euent,alrhough.the entetpriſe were ne. 
uerſoaduiſedly raken in hand, andas it the ſucceſle did not depend vpon the Divine 
power,to be guided by his prontdence; | TIEN y. | 
 Thedetermination ofall cauſes and controuerſies;eſpecially of nierchants affaires, 
is done and executed as followerh : | | Sk. 

1 - Concerning ſca-faring cauſes,which are determined according to the ſea lawes 
already written,and inthe premifles abridged, we ſhall in this chapter bricfly declare 
the manner of it. | i EIT 

2 The ſecond means toend controverſies, is by arbitrators choſen and eleQed by 
| both parties toend their differences with breuity and expedition,to auoid {fits in law 
which vrito Merchants are inconvenient, | DIES ID TIRES i FE 

The third mean is the authoritie of Prior and Conſuls of Merchants for the 
Merchatits Courts,according to the priutledges which Princes haue granted to them 
for the aduancement of their traffique ahd maintenance of their cuſtome, wherof moſk 
Tudges are cither ignorant,or contented todetermine matters accordingly. 7 

The fourth and laſt mean to determine queſtions and differences isby the Ci- 
uile of Imperiall Law,or the common Law of the kingdome or juriſdiction of the (e- 
uerall dominions of Princes,according to the fundamentall Lawes of them ; wherein 
we areeſpecially toobſerue, That the Law- Merchant is predominant and ouer-ruling 
for all nations do frame and dire& their iudgments thereafter, giving place tothe an- 
tiquitie of Merchants cuftomes, which maketh properly their Law,now by me metho- 
dically deſcribed in-this booke, which alloweth ro every man and nation his proper 
rightandduc,and hurterh no map, according tothe three generall parts of all lawes ſet 
downe by Caizs,and after him by Tribonianus,namely, Honeſte vivere,alterum non ledere, 
& jus ſuum cuique tribuere, whereof the ſecond trieth and rulerth the two other, whereof 
more hereafter. E, lt Ee 

Touching the firſt mean to determine ſeafaring caiifes it ſhatlnot be needfull to 
1peake much of the definition of an Admirall at'the ſeas, called by the Romans 4az- 
35 Dux Claſfis,and Drang arius magnus, Or Admiratus, from Amiras a word vied by the 
Spaniard,to ſee,or Ade/antado,as going before the reft of the ſhips;alſoby the Italraus 
Lamirazlis;or Admtrall in French, becauſe his calling is knowne to all, _ 

But letvs obſerue,thar for the readicr obedience.to the great Admirals of the ſeas, 
it is agreed by the common conſent of all nations,that they ſhould have (in regard of 
their power ouer the liues of men)a ſoueraigne juriſdi&tiononly proper tothemſelues 
1n all ſeafaring cauſes and debates ciuill and crimingyl, ſo that noother Iudge ſhould 
meddletherewirh;and the Indgeof the Court being his deputie, judicially ro decide 
them by the Advocates and other Aſſiſtants, for the betrer and juſt proceeding of the 
ſaid Conre. Alſothe Admirals clerk is very neceſſaric,and herein it hath bin thoughe 
convenient, that all Pro&orsor Atrurnies of that Court ſhould rake their oath before 
they be heard; thar they ſhall donothing malitiouſly, but ſo ſoon as they find their a- 
ion tobe vnrighteous in any partof the proces,they are to tell it ro their Client, and 
if the Client will infiſt then ro ſhew iro thg Iudge,, 'Alſorthar they ſhall not reveale 
their Clients ſecrets to the aduerſarie : aid laſtly, That they ſhall not propound,delay 
nor be peremprorie againſt their conſciences;and the like oath is co be taken of other- 
officers at their admiſſion, | RIDES ET oT FIR 

The cauſes tobe determined inthe Admiraltie Court doextend very iar,and many 
are otherwi'e decreed or determived,eſpecially by rhe Merchants courts, and Offices 
of Aſſurances , whereas heretofore the Iudyes ofthe Admiralrie did miniſter juſtice 
vpon all Complainrs, Contra&s,offences,pleas,exchanges,aſſurances,debts,accounts, 
charterparties,couenapts, & all other writings concerning lading &valading of ſhips, 


. iraights, 


———_ 


Differences 
betweenethe 
atzons of a 
wiſe man and 
a tcolc;, 


v 


Foure meanet 
to cnd con- 
troucrlies> 


Three Drc- 
cepts of all 
Lawes. 


An Admiral! 


The Admirals 
Courr, | 


Aduocates & 
PioRots, &cg 


The Pro- 
Rors oath, 


Cauſes to be 
determined by 
the Admiralty 


= — ——. __ 4 at. ew TP alas. at. A. tt. —_— = _ i FIT 


256 Lex Mercatoria, 


— 


—_ 


fraights,hires,monies lent vpon haſard of the ſea,and all other ſea-faring buſines done 

on the ſea or beyond the ſea,with the acknowledgement of writs and appeales from 0. 

ther Iudges,letrers of repriſall or mart to arreſt and put in execution, to inquire with- 

inand without liberties,by the oathes of twelue men,vpon all offences and treſpaſſes, 

and namely, | 
Firſt; rouching the reuealers of the King and country their ſecrets ouer ſea, eſpeci. 

ally in timeof war. Ee | 

Againſt pyrats, their aſſiſters or abettors,out-readers or receiuers. 

Againſt tortifiersof the Kings enemies,and harmers of triends, 

Againſt the breakers ofthe Admiralls arreſts and attachments, 

Againſt goods forbidden,and merchandiſe not caſtomed,and yet tranſported, 

Againſt the reſiſters of the Admirals officers in executing his precepts. 

Apainſt Foreſtallers, Regraters,and dearthers of corn and viQuals,&c. 

Finally,againſt tranſporters of traitors,rebells,maniteſt tranſgreſſors, and fugitiues 


| fromjuſtice,or caſters of ballaſt,ſand,or any other thing in harbors and chanels, extor- 


Beacons to 
gue light on | 
| theſcay, 


The Regiſters 
| of the Clerke. 


The maner of 
proceeding, 


tioners by ſhips and boat-wrights, for taking away the boigh from the anchor,cutters 
of cables or towes, falſe weights and meaſures by ſea,ſhedding of other mens bloud at 
ſea,or in any port,or lamed by miſdemeanor,cuſftomers and water Bailifs taking more 
cuſtome or anchorage than they oughr,for abſenting from muſterings in time of war, 
for all tranſgreſſions committed by ſea-men, ferry-men,watermen, fiſhers, pilots,ſhip- 
wrights, preſt men containing the Admirals authoritie , and to amerce them for his 
owne benefit ; the goods of Pyrats, telons,capitall offendors, their receiuers, aſſiſters, 
attainted,conuited,condemned and outlawed, Waife and ſtray goods, wrecke on the 
ſeas,and'caſt goods,Deodando,that is to ſay the thing, whether boat or ſhip, 8c. that. 
cauſed the death ofa man,or whereby a man did periſh, ſhares, lawfull prizes,or goods 
of the enemy,or Lagen,Floatſon,and Tetſon before declared,with the anchorages, beaco- 
nages,ſwine, ſturgeon and whales caſt on ſhore,and all fiſh of extraordinary greatneſle, 
calledRegall:ofall theſe the Admiral hath authoritig to deale, corre,and puniſh ac- 
cording to their deſerts,and the lawes prouided for the ſame by ſtatutes inaed, and 
all other lawes and means before declared. 
The Admiralsclerk ought to be very skilfull and honeſt, and is to haue divers Re- 

Siſters for congees, ſafe conducts, paſports,ſea briefes, without which no ſhip in time 
of war is to paſſe, nor yet in far voiages intime of peace ; another regiſter for the true 
knowledge of captains and maſters of ſhips,and their return ; a third Regiſter for the 
names of Merchants, paſſengers,and owners, which the maſter ought to deliuer vp to 
haue them inrolled,and all pilots names (although recorded in the office called the tri- 
nity houſe)ought tobe ſet down and known to the Admirals clerk;alſo all mony delt- 
uered vypon haſard or bottomary,called Fxnu vauticum,or pecuniatrajectitia, 

| Now the maner of proceeding in ſeafaring cauſes is according tothe Lawes atore- 
ſaid,or the cuſtomes written; and if the debate or cauſe canot bedetermined thereby, 
the laſt refuge is, according to the opinion of skilfull and vpright mea in their owne 
trading ; but all this muſt be done (as the law ſaith) 7 elo/evate,ſo briefey and fumma- 
rily without the ſolemnitie of other ordinary courts and judgements, only looking to 


_ Godand the trurh,and all complaints tobe ended inſtantly,eſpecially ſhipwrecke;for 


Extraordinary 
priuiledge, 


it were acrueltie to vex ſo miſerable perſons with tedious proceedings : whereupon in 
this caſe the judges may proceed to execution vpon euery interlocutorie,and make re- 
ſtirurion preſently,vpon good caution tabþe giuen to fatisfie the appellation, if any be 
made, And herein there isa further priuiledge to them ; for whereas by the common 
rules of the Law,where no litiſconteſtation is paſt,or as we ſay,billand anſwer depen- 
ding,no Witneſſe ſhould be receiued,nifi ad eternam rei memoriam,ac adverſario ad id ct- 
tato,yet in ſhipwreck (as acaſe to be commiſerated) any of the ſhip-brokenmen may 
come tothe Iudge of that part where thewreck happens,and by witneſſe brought with 
him may make proofe. 

. Andasthis isan extraordinary priuiledge,cuen ſo may merchants alſo and Maſiers 
{ailing together, beare witnefle each one toother of their ſocietie within the a . 
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e:is:endedþand they fieeof his commandement; For by con- 
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ſons,it 4 idedaharnoronly.che commoncaution,/rditis fpſti,cf judicatum ſolo be 
kept:0y:the:patt/ot the defendant; butalſo that theplaintifcor-purſuer ſhall finde 
caution ot axpin/arfalnendsitliefiile inproofe,c 2 
 Likewideif theaartyidenotdppearetodefend himfelfe or his ſhip after three Ci- 
rations, or foure at themoſt, called quatuor defalte, he istaken for contemptuous; The 
Indge may vrdainthe Marſhall ey Officer to pur the Plaintife in poſſeſſion by his ſen- 
tencent Primnr Deere ; provided thatif theparty appeare within'the yeare, and 
pay the coſts and expenices, he ſhall be admitted and heard vpon the propriety and in 
like maſmng;if any axrachment; be made vponithe (hip or goods, it ſhallvpon caution 
givenfummarily-be heard and:determinedsforthis Lawof Admiraltie intendeth no- 


heard: Artd rotheendthat-trade-be not interrapted by vexation of quarrelſome per- 


Jo C--< & . k ; | 
thing but expedition, for the better aduancement of traftique and commerce, 7 
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Of eArbitrators and their effwards. 


SS Hefctond mein of rather orditiarie conrſe ro end the queſtions & coti, 
ve rronerfies ariſing between Merchants, is by way of arbitrement, when 
both parties do make choiſe of honeſt men to end their cauſes, which is 
voluntaric and in their owne power,a..d therefore called 4rbitrizm, or 
AY MW Free-will, whence the name #ibirragbr is derined :and theſe men (by 

VO = fomecalled good men) giue their judgements by awards,according to 
_— and cofiſcience;obſerning the cuſtoine of Merchatits, and ought to be void of 
all partialitie mote or lefſe rothe one and to the orhet'; hauing onely care that Righr 
may take place according to the'truth, and that rhe difference may be ended with bre- 
uitieand expedition : infomuch that he may nor be called an arbitrator, yho to pleaſe 
his friend makethi 'delaies,and propagateth their differences, bur hee is rather a diftar- 
ber and an enemy to juſtice and truth;wherefore the maner roelec atbitrators is wor- 
thy the obſcruation. Some are contented to name foure or fix perſons 0n either fide in 
writing, and refer thenaming or ele&ing of foure ont of them bby reciprocall procee- 
ding;when'one named the firſt perſon,another the ſecond, and then again the third,and 
the other the fourth perſon. Others putting ſcuerall names ina paper, are contented 
that ameere ſtranger ſha]l vpon the back ſideof the paper pricke rheir names with a 
p1n,or that (as they are numbred)rhe dice ſhall be caſt 'vpon them, accordingly by the 


— Ma. —_ 


number; | 
Others par their names in ſeuera!l papers, and cauſe them ro be mingled & drawne 
by way of lot,by an indifferent perſon;which conrſe may be thought allowable;as we 
haue noted in the chapter of dividing of commodities by lots. An, 
Others will do the ſame by nomination of them, and drawing the longeſt 
ftraw,or by any orher extraordinarie means of pointins,numbring,ordeſcribing,al ten- 
ding to one end,to have indifferencie,and that partialitie may by al means be anoided 
+ Conſideration muſt be had alfo,wherher rwo,three,or all foure ſhall baueaurhorit 
rodetermine the cauſe, if they can,to be done within a limited time; wherejn rhejt 2- 
ward is to be delivered vp, and whether they may name an Vmpire or not. All which 
muſt be declared in the Bond of Compromiſe, vvleſſe the queſtion be onelly ypon one 
Qq 'S point 
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ſent of the DoQors,when truth-canhot otherwiſe betried:then vnable perſons maybe 
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Thereaonof 
«Quid pro quo, 


A notable 


pood diftin- 
ion 1A Law. 


An Vmpire 


hath abſolure abſolutcaurhoricic to himſclfe giuen, to end the marter alone, withour hearing the 
amtaoritice Rs 


' paint robedeterminedgrherein no Bonds pecdfalhbut by wayof 
uering a piece ofcoincach.toother,andshicreby binding themſejues/reti) 
onthe. penaltie of a ſum of mony ro ſtandtotthe ni 


Merchants Courts,as welt as the forteitures: 
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vpon Bohusjifithepartydo! 


the ſentenceor award,ifthe award'belaw fully made'ttowhichendArtiirratortareto 
rake notice of the five points following,\whnch by rtie'Law desmake void allawards, 


; & -Thatthe award beginen vp inwriting wicthinthetime limired;by the bonds of 
Compromiſe made between the parties, 1h D20095 5 Or OCHS OL 10 el, 123 
2: -- Thattherebe limited or appointed by rhe Award ſome reciprocall:a@cobee 
done þycach party to other, which the Law requirethtobe' Q42p#o qne, alteitnaier 
{o ſmall. F Reo: YT THT FRIES: TI0XS 515 23:09 ST vE 
3: That they make a finallend,and dodetermin vpon all thepoinrs or differerces 
produced before them by ſpecificationorotherwiſe,it they be required ſo todde and 
authoriſed thereunto. TI nm 00D he; WLFLESS 

4 That they do not award any of the parties to do or performe any vnlawfulla&, 

or thing prohibited and againſt the law, _ © WR£5 GY 
"3 ©" Thetthey do not award anything whereby any matter already deterthined by 
Decree in Chanceris, orjudgement at rhe Common Law, or any feacence jugieiaily 
nwintbe cauſe;be infringed. or medled withall, - - 25 Ef KeOE Da 
Theſe points ovght to be ooſerued for the reaſons following, For touching the firſt, 
if the award be nor deliucred vp in writing vnder the atbitrators hands and ſeals, if the 
condition of the Bond doe fo limit.the ſame'; then haue they no authoritie todoe the 
{ame after the time limited vntothem by conſent of the parties, 

For the ſecond point;Realog requiteth in all humaneaGions a reciprocall a& from 
one man to another, by deed of performance, called 24; proque, although itwere a 
mans ſalaric for his paiges ; which jn ſome,caſes cauſeth mcn taaward,thateachipa 
ſhall pay ſo muchto the,Scrivener or Notarig for writing the ſaid award zbut this" 
no collateral| act between the.parries, neither 15 it any matter compromittedtÞ thear- 
bitrators; it is theref: re Derterto exprefiſe and award, That each party ſhalliedleand 
delizereither, generall acquittances cach toother, or with ſome exceptions therein, as 
the award will leade them, a oe. RN IY 

The third point is con aderable, where.the differences are by both parties, orcither 
of rhem,delivered inarticles in writing to the Arbitrators ; forherein it is not ſuffici» 
ent to ſay, That the ſaid arbitrators ſhall haue power and authoritie to determine all 
qu-ſtions,differences,doubts,controucrſies, matters of accounts, reck-Mnings,or any - 
ther viuall or generallwords, from the beginning of the World vntill the date of the 
Bond:buc they muſt giue their award vpon every particular article and vpon them all. 

The fourth point, That the Arbitrators do nor award any thing wh chisvnlawtull, 

1s robe vaderſtaod of all things which are euill inthemſelues, called Malam in ſe, and 
ot things called euil], becauſe they are vpon ſome reſpe&s and conſiderations prohi- 
bited,and therefore termed Malum probibitum.as the wearing of hats at all rimes,rran- 
ſportation of corn,cating of fleſh in Lenr,and the like, wherein there is a further con- 
fideration which requiretha diſtin&tion. As for example,an arbitrator or many Arbi- 
trators do award, thata ſum of money ſhall be paid toſuch a man during all the time 
he is vamaried,is good in Law ; bur to bind the party by award that he ſhall not 'mar- 
ty, becauſe he ſhould enioy the mony (11, is valawfull, and void by the Law. 

The fifr point is of very great con'equence, robind the ations of men to the obe- 
dience of the Law,whercunto {uch reverence is due,that decrees, judgements.and ſen- 
tences of judicial! Courrsof Record arealwaies of an higher nature than Arbitrators 
awards, Neuerthelefle in manv doubrtull queſtions the Civilians themſelues (after 
long and curious Jebares)do affignethem tobe determined by arbitrators baving $kil 
and knowledge of che Cuſtomes of merchants,which alwaics doc intend expedition. 
And thatis the cauſe wherefore an Vmpire choſen vpon arbirrable matters , hath an 
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Arbitrators,ifhe will : for albeit this is not without ſome danger,and that the end ing 
of Arbitrators is tobe preferred ; yet breuitie and expedition of juſtice in merchants 
affaires is much regarded, that by all means the ſame ought to be furthered. Hence it 
proceeded that the Merchants Courts gouerned by Priors and Conſuls (whereof wee 
intreat in the next Chapter) haue authoritic to reforme or confirm the ſentence of ar- 
bicrators, when Merchants will appeale their arbitrement before them, rathet than to 
go to Law : and with this prouiſo,That the appellation of the ſentence of the ſaid Ar- 
bitrators ſhall not be receiued by the ſaid Prior and Conſuls, before the Arbitrement 
be performed by the'party that dath appeale,conditionally that reRitution ſhall bee 
made if there be cau{e,vpon the end of the procefle. And the ſaid Priorand Conſuls 
aretonote, that no Merchant nor other, beeing of their juriſdiRion, cati tranſport or 
make ouer their intereſt to any perſon priuiledged,and not ſubied to the ſaid juriſdi- 
ion, be it by gift,ſalc, or exchange, or by any other meanes, to the end thereby toa- 
uoid their authoritie ; vpon paine that the ſame tranſports and poſſeſlings ſhall be of 
none effe&, and the loſe of their right and cauſe, And all Notaries who ſhal receiue 
any ſuch tranſports, ſhallbe puniſhed by the {aid Prior and Conſuls in a penaltie at- 
bitrable : and further ſhall be condemned to pay vnto the aduerſe party all his Coſts 
and charges which he hath ſuſtained by means thereof, 

And to the end this expedition may by all means bee furthered, the ſaid Prior and 
Conſuls may diſtribute and reter cauſes vnto the moſtantient and expert Merchants 
inthe matters in queſtion, to make a true report of the ſtate of the cauſe,according to 
the allegations and proofe of the parties, without any ſallarie tobe giuento the ſayd 
Merchants; howbeit in Italy ſome reward is giuen vpon the Ricourſe of Merchants, 

Thefe Merchants are to take the aduicegt the Advocate,Coun(ell, and Arturnyof 
the ſaid Prior and Conſuls in matters difficult, the better todiſcerne the right of the 
cauſe,to make the report more complear,for the ſooner ending of it according to rea. 
ſon and right, by the trueaftirmations of the Mercbants,and not by feined, ſubrill and 
crafty writings, which'oftentimes do darkenthe truth,vnder the colour of fair phraſes 
declared in them, cauſing protraRtion anddelayes. 
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Marcus Twl, Cicero hath truely ſet dowa the difference which is betweene Iudges of piffcrencebe: 


the Law,and Arbitrators, inclining to the moſt eafic and lefſe chargeable courſe, ſay- 
ing, That the one is ſeruile, the other is noble; the one is bound to the Law, the other 
is not z the one dath confiſt in fact, the other in juſtice z the one is proper to the Ma- 
Siſtrats, the other is reſerued to the Law ; the one is written in the Law, the other is 
without the Law, the one is in the power, and the other is without the power of Ma- 
giſtrats :howbcit it is not forbidden bur all juſtices of peace may compound differen- 
ces,and their authoritie doth enable them better thereunto. And in this regard ir is 
ſaid, That an Vmpire doth repreſent the Lord Chancel)ours authoritie, becaute that 
Commiſſioners, report of the Maſters and others of the Chancerie,or of Merchants, is 
the ground-worke whereupon the Lord Chancellor doth deliver his ſentence,and ma- 
keth vp his Decrees. And the ſaid Commiſſioners haue a further authoririe & power 
than Arbitrators , for they may examin witnefles vpon oath, vpon any thing in queſti- 
on where there wantcth proofe, or they may miniſter the ſaid oath to either party, vp- 


on pregnant occaſions to bolt out the truth, The like authoritie haue the Prior and. 


Conſuls of Merchants : and moreouer, their authoritie doth far exceed the power of 
Commiſſioners for as Arbirrators haue a determinat power to make anend of Con- 
trouerſies in generall termes, without declaration of particulars,fo hath the Prior and 
Conſuls power todothe like; whereas Commiſſioners are to giue a reaſon and decla- 
ration of their proceedings to the Lord Chancellor. Finally,the. Arbitrators authori- 
tie implyerh a volunrarie command proceeding from borh parties, which the Com- 
miſhoners have not,burt the Merchants Court hath, I 
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Of the «Merchants ( ourts, or Office of - » RUNS 
and ( onſulls, 


is 


S | He third mean to end and determine merchants queſtions and contro- 
= =AJ|| ucrfies hapning in the courſe of traffique, is the Courtsn! Merchants 
IR 1&1 callcd Prior and Conſuls,or 7/ Conſolato,as the Italians bane called the 
i Þ f FIp|| ſame. And here we may ſay a Merchant is 22 /oco proprio, as the Fiſh 
|; MS In the water, where he vnderſtandeth himſelfe by the cuſtome of mer- 
== chants, according to which they are determined ; yet if they doe nor, 
as every man is taken tobe wiſein his proceſſion , ſo may hee bee permitted to vnder- 
ſtand them ; the rather when hee ſhalt truely peruſe and ponder the contents of this 

| booke,which in my loue to Merchants I hane compiled as aforeſaid. 
| Wherin Prior The Civilians hauing conſidered of this office of Prior and Conſuls,eſtabliſhed in 
and Conſuls qnany places of France, Italy,and\Germanie,haue made divers queſtions of their au- 
haue no Pere? toritic,ſaying they cafndt decree any thitiFtonrrary to the Law of the land ; as that 
the father ſhall be bound Mrthe fon; or the fon for the father, or any thing that is me- 
lum in ſc,or naturally vniuſt;ot againſt the publique good, or that'which ſauoreth of a 
Monopoly : neither may they forbid ally manto go to law, or ogder that a work begun 
by one, ſhall not be ended by another,without the others conſent : neither are they to 
deale, or to determine of any thing bur what concerneth merchandiſing. For other 
things, as the ſelling ofhouſts, Jands,and the like,do not appertain vnto them, True it 
1s,that all marters criminal of offenftue-do nor belong voto them to deale in, for there 
the Kings Atrurney 1s a party, and hath intereſt therein, as falfifying of obligations or 
bils of debt,or other writings,matters of reproch or diſcrediring of perſons, theft, and 
other euill and voJawfull behauniour done and committed by their ſaid ſervants , or 
themſelues, or any other Merchant, Facors,or intermedlers in cauſes of merchandiſe, 
as alſoall others nor exerciſing the trade of merchandiſe, are forbidden to bee dealt 
with by the ſaid Prior and Conſals : neitherare they todeale with the contractsof V- 
ſurie;either feined or otherwiſe vnlawfall,nor with the Wils and Teſtaments or Con- 
tra& of mariages of any perſons, or with the interchanging of goods by conſent, and 
all other ſuch like contracts, but only in all Ciuill cauſes of merchandiſing. Howbeit 
theſe queſtionable matters are not of that moment to be diſcuſſed, conſidering that 
their authoritie is declared and confined by the Charters and priuiledges made vnto 
them by Princes and Commonweales,whereunto relation is to be had,and according- 
Iy they are toproceed, hauing a reſpe& to the equitie of the cauſe, Hereupon Benve- | 
#?uto Stracchathe Civilian maketh a treatiſe , @uomods procedendum: fit in cauſ1s mercato- 
78m, Of the manner to proceed in Merchants aff2ires ; wherein are many vniverſall 
things propounded which arecaſfier,bur particular things are commonly truer, by his 
TheDecrees Owne obſeruation , and he concluceth that the Decrees of Merchants need noother 
ofMerctanes confirmation or approbation. da 
confirmations The oath raken by the ſaid Prior and Conſuls toobſerue the Law- Merchant 1s ſub- 
ie& to puniſhment, if they be perfidions or forſworne, as well as the oath of all other 
Tudges. Andwriring de Conſulibus Mercatornm,be ſaith, That a Merchant may cat in 
queſtion,and beginne his plea before them,although ir be againſt one that is no Mer- 
chant;ifthe cauſe concerne merchandiſing ; and the Plaintife herein bindeth the De- 


fendant to be iudged by the ſaid Prior and Conſuls, be he cithera Knight or goto 
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pelled to pay a forfeiture of 4000 ® : for intruth good orders and cuſtomes are to bee A forfeiture 
maintained as lawes, and nothing is to be admitrea that may infringe the law of Mer- ama 
chants. | | __ 

The proceedings before the ſaid Prior and Conſuls is by Libell or Petition, or by 
Declaration ; wherein ler vs note the difference ſer downe by the ſaid Ciuilians, The Differenc- bes 
Libell or Declaration is to be madewith all rhe forme vied in Law,as wel for the mar- **<© A em 

, yy ; | tionanda Dee 
ter of fa&, as rhe matter of Law. Bur ina Petition the forme is nor needfull, fo the claration. * 
ſubſtance of thematcer be well expreſſed, eſpecially the ſum which is demaunded, or 
the goods being lent or vatuſtly detained, muſt be ſpecified; and if it be for mony Ow - 
ing for merchandi{es, or lent, it muſt be declared, otherwife the Conſuls will reje& 
the Petition as imperrinent ; albeit {ome triutall errors in petitions are tolerable, and 
the party is to be by the Merchants Law relieued. 
They are to proceed ſummarily in all their | auoid interruption of trafick Summarie 
and commerce; and rhey are toreſpe& plain al ſincere dealings among Merchants, Provecdings 
with a conſideration to conſtrue all chings to be done boxa fide , fo that traſt may be 
preſerued amongſt them , debarring as muchas in them lieth,the exceptions of Pre- 
ſcription, Excuſfion,and of promiſes made without conſideration, quod »udo patFo pro- 
mififti,and the like : ivſomuch as many times a Woman is admitred to be a procura- 
trix,contrary to the Ciuile law : and all other exceptions vpon plain Bils and Obliga- , .vgom con' 
tions are ſet apart, and the truth is hunted after, and all exceptions proceeding of ju- trarytothe ci 
ſtice and equitie to be conſidered of. uile Laws 
The paying of Cuſtomes, Impoſitions, Faoridge, Portage, Carriage, and the like 
charges are much tobe reſpe&ed by them, as alſo the Execution of W ills and Tefta- 
ments, 
The publication of witneſſes before them is without delay ; and no more witneſſes 
are to be examined after the time of few dates limiced,is expired: bur ſentence is im- Sentences of 
mediatly tobe giuen in writing, after pronuntiation clearly made by them,according Priorand 
tothe proofe and allegations, vpon paine tobe puniſhed by the higher Courts,and in 
France by the Court of Parlement, vpon reformarion of their decrees, 
The manner of this ſummarie proceeding is {a briefe, that vpon comming of the 
parties before them in perſon, orby their Atrurny, they are preſently to nominat their 
place of refidence,nr elſe there is refufall made of their. petition or demand; then there 
is but onedelay admitred,and inthe acknowledgement of bills of debt or obligations, 
there is admitted but one default: afterwhich the Bill is held as confeſſed and auaile- 
able,wherein their aurboritic is greater than the authoritie of all other judges... For 
their ſaid ordinance dorh exrend but tothe adjourning of perſons, and the ſayd Prior Theauthoriry 
and Conſuls vpon one oaly default,and notice left ar the lodging of the offendor may - Hr and 
auerre all Bils,and declare the ſamero be paiable ; which notice is t5 be done by the bangs" 
meſſenger or Serjeanr of the ſaid office, by fixing the copy of the demand vpon the zbe authoritie 
doore,if he cannor figde the perſon, and by one wirnefſe or two to be affirmed:& here- of any Iudgess 
upon they may ſeiſe vp" the parries goods, if h is body be abſent and cannot be impri- 
ſoned to pay and ſarisfie their ſaid ſentence and decree, and the goods by them feiſed, 
vpan Once warning ginen.may be ſold by them tothat end, If oppoſition be mide a- 
gainſt the ſeifing. ſale, or deliutrie of goods, or againſt the cries or interpoſitions of 
decrees, or againſt any other chicfe point, where oppoſition may beadmirted (juſtice 
remaining 
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remaining duly garniſhed) the parties ſooppoſing themſelues ſhall be ſent vngo their 
Iudgeand chicfe men of their prouince, todeclare before them the cauſe of their op- 

ofition, "S 
; And if the party adjourned do offer ſurety,yet notwithſtanding hee ſhall be cauſed 
to garniſh ahd lay downe caution, and then haue power tocall his ſuretie z ſo rhac the 
{enrence or judgement to be giuen (hall be againſt the principall Debtor for the prin- 
cipall ſum,and againſt the (ureties, tor the charges, damage,and intereſt only;& this 
ſurety is liable after one defaultalſo, vnlefſe he pur in a third man for ſurety,to whom 
Adjornments a[fſo but one default can be allowed. Howbeit that all delaies are left to the diſcretion 
= " ofthePrior and Conſuls, who will admit none but vpon very pregnant cauſe: And if 
TRIES they finde to haue granted any delay vponvntrue ſuggeſtions, they may impoſe a for- 
feiture vpon the patty according to their diſcretions,and the qualitie of the cauſe and 
Inquiries yſe4 perſons, And 1n the proccedings there may be twocitations and adjournments ſome. 
times vſed by them,eſpecially vpon inquiries, where the witneſſes are admitted with 
the priuitie of the aduerſe party being called thereunto;otherwiſe all the proceedings 
areof novalue. The inquiries are to be done within a limited time, and may once be 
prolonged vpon eſpeciall cauſe,and not otherwiſe. All lawfull prooje muſt bee done 
before them ſummarily within three days,without any further protraQ ion, vnles there 


be manifeſt contradiion,and that by default thereof they pay the penaltic tobe im- 
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poſed. | 
Penalties The like penalties are to be impoſed if the parties doe produce any frivolous thing 
impoſed, in writing ; for there 1s alwates expedition and breuttie intended. in all their procee- 
| "Os": a 
The Regiſters The Regiſter of the ſaid Prior and Wonſuls is to keepe alittle Ioventorie of all the 
office, writings that ſhall be produced,and ſhall cauſe the parties that doe produce them, to 


write their names vpon euery one of them:and the ſaid Regiſter is not to take out any 
copy of matters o: moment out of the inventorie of the ſaid Writings, neither for one 
party nor for the other, but only the cauſe and the end wherefore the ſaid writings are 
produced, vpona penaltie,&c. | | 
Charges and All charges and damages ſhall be taxed by the Prior and Conſuls, and be payed,or 
damagesro be the party impriſoned not t1 be releaſed without the conſent of the party. And foraſ- 
tax uch as this courſe todetermine cauſes is the ſhorteſt and moſt peremptorie of all 
devices, inuentions and means which can be imagined ; I haue thought conuenient to 
ſet downe the French Kings EdiR concerning the ſame,as the maſt compleat, 
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An Edi madeby the French King concerning the Court 
and authoritie of the Prior and (0n- 


ſals of Roan. 


-- | FENxr bythegrace of God King of France; To all manner of perſons of what 

= eſtate ſoeucr, Greeting. As Wee haue beene heretofore aduertiſed, Thar Our 

ks city of Roan is one of the beſt cities inall Our Kingdomes,by reaſon of the ſct- 

? tuation and aptneſſe for all commerce and and traffique,wherediuers Merchants as wel 
” ofthis Our realme,asof many other nations, do vſually hold an intercourſe of buying 
” andſclling : for the continuance andÞropagation of which trade, there hath of late by 
® our Letters miffiue been erected and eſtabliſhed inthe ſame city a common place for 
? Merchants and their FaQtors,to aſſemble themſelues in twice euery day atthe houres 
Charge at accuſtomed,to diſpatch rheir affaires and negotiations, in ſuch maner as is commonly 
BE a: > Vied inthe Change at Lyons and the Burſe at Tholouſe, to the intent that the forrein 
Tholouſe, n Þ+ +. of 7 pu By 5 . Abs gray , *, Commodities 
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Commodities of other countries may more readily be tran 
way,with thoſe which our owne bringeth forth, 

Beir thereforeknowne toall men, Thar We (through Our ardent zeale which We 
catry,'to aduance the generall good of our ſaid city of Roan, and to augmenr the com- 
tegotiating there,and inall things poſſible to 
oratifie them,that rhey may not be diſtracted and drawne from theiraffaires and buſi- 
nefſes:into fundry Courts and jutiſdi&ions,by means of ſuits and variances ariſing at 
anytime abourrheir traffique) by the deliberate aduice of Our Privy Councel,toge- 
therwith dinets Nobletnen and Princes of Our Bloud, beſides orher great and honou- 
rable Perſonages, of our owne proper motion, aſſured ktiowledge, and Regall authori- 
tie, haue approued and confirmed,and by theſe Preſents do approue and confiime the 
making and eſtabliſhing of the ſaid Common place in'that Our City of Roan, in- 
ratifying theſame ih all points wich the Change of Lyons, and Bourſe of 


ftanehy 
Thoulouze. 


"Willing and ordaining, 


lonze do eni 
andof Vs. 


"Furthermore We will and ordaine, That the Merchants of our ſaid towne of Roan 
frequenting the ſame place, ſhall cuery yeare cauſe a Societie of Merchants 'to bein 
the Lodge of the faid Bourſe, or in any other place in the ſaid City, and at ſuch rime 
' as they ſhall thinke good: in which meeting they ſhall chuſe out of the ſaid number 
three O fficers,viz.a Prior and two Conſuls,to remain intheirauthoritie for one yere, 
and ſo yearely to be changed, and there new to be creed, according to the ordinarie 
formeof moſt voices, not only the Merchants of the city of Roan, but alſo the Mer- 
chant ſtrangers, being to be preſent and affiſtant in the ſaid cle&ion : which eleion 
and nomination being fully ended,the ſaid Prior and conſuls ſhal haue preſent power 
in them to take knowledge and giue judgement between all mcn,of what eſtate, quali- 
tie, or condition foeuer they be, of all ſuits, controuerſies, and differences rouching , 
matters of merchandiſing or buying and ſelling;in ſuch manner as the Conferuator of 
the Faire at Lyons,and the Prior and Conſuls at Tholouſe do,as well for Obligations, 
Bils of debt,Receits, Blanks figned,Bils of exchange.anſwers by ſureries, aſſociations 
of Merchants (either generall or particular) aſſurances,accounts, tranſportations, bar- ,, 
gaines, and partnerſhips for marters aforefaid,or any thing belonging thereanto, with 
as ful ftrength,and according ro the judgements and cond: ninations of the taid Con- 
ſeruator of Lyons, and the Prior and Conſuls of Thoulouze. And that the judge- 
menrs and Sentences, Decrees and Ordinances, Commiſſions and Commandements 
of the ſaid Prior and Confulsof Roan, by ſpeeches, proniſions, or definitiues, ſhall 
ſtand in a« much force and effeR, for any matter judicially determined,as thoſe Cau- 
ſes which the Conſeruator of Lyons,and Prior and Confals of Tholouze, and diuers 
of our ludges do decide. And the ſame ſhall be executed by our Serjcants and Offi- 
cers, in fuch maner and form as they are in their behalfe aboue named ; either by com- 
mitting topriſon,or by infli&ing ſceuere puniſhment,it it be ſodecreed and ordained; 
and torhar end ſhall our Meſf-ngers and Offices be bound ro performe the execur1- 
ons. Our Gaolers and Keepers of out priſons ſhall likewiſe be bound to keep al ſuch 
priſoners in ſuch manner as if they were committed vato them by our abouefaid Ind- 
ges, with the like bond and penalrie (if any eſcape happen) as they be bound to keepe 
the priſoners by the authoritie of the ſaid Iudges: For ſo We haue enioyned, and doe 
enioyne Our Meſſengers,and other Officers, Ganlers, and Keepers of priſons, vpon 
ſuch penalties as the caſe ſhalrequire,and according as by the ſaid Prior and Co 


ſported and exchange 


mon benefit and eaſe of all Merchants 


and our pleaſureis, That all Merchants; FaQors, ahd all o- 
thers of what Nation ſoeuer, may aſſemble themſelues inthe ſame twice enery day at' 
the houres accuſtomed,arid in their meetings ſhall freely vſe their traſfique, and paſſe 
their buſinefſe as well by exchange as otherwiſe, not only in the faid place,butalſo in 
any other wharſoeuer within the Liberties of Our ſaid City of Roan,whenand where 
they ſhal thinke good, with all aſſurance to their merchandiſe, and with all thoſe pri- 

viledges and Liberties which Merchants trading roout townes'qf Lyons ard Thou- 
oy and vſe, according tothe Grantof Our predeceſſors Kings of France, 
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,» ſhalbe ſer dowrie and declared without any defaulr,according as the: offence commit? 
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Moreover, We haue permitted and doe,permit Our ſaid Prior and-Conſuls to-take 


, vnto them 20 of the faid Merchants , or more or lefle as they ſhall-thinke reaſonable; 
oc, to aſſitthem in their proceeding and jud gements in cau fes'of merchattdiſe,Bils ofex- 
,, Change,aſſurances and.diflerences,as aforeſaid.5 and to.cauſe tobe executed theit fen- 
,» tences, judgements and ordinances of pawnes and confignements, proviſions, ſeiſing 
,, of goods, and allother condemnations,ſfentences,or appaintiments to proceed therein: 
,, by cries,proclamations,giuing notice torhemſelves,otleauving noticeattheit bouſes 


by proofe, ſales, depoſitings, deliueries, and-execution;definitiue asthe-caſe ſhall re- 
nre..- = a0 5 I qe, on bara Ede $25 epope en 
Likewife we giue. them power to dire& the ſame'proceſie, and to proceed therbin 
according to their ordinances, as well in matters ſummarily, as by prouiſion ' ; 'g$ ac- 
knowledgement of Bills,ſfubſcriptions,and Bills of exchange. | 5011047 

Andthe like in acts of Pawnes and Confignements, by one onelyfanltdutlypro- 
ued,by ſummoning the perſon at.his houſe, orfixing there a copy of the Commiſſion 
or Proceſſe inall places where it.is lawfull to be done./. And touching;other matters; 
where twodefaults ſhall be made or ſummoned in perſori;they ſhall-proceed;obſerne; 
and keepethe courſe according to the Kings Ordinariices. And for all matters wherein: 
they ſhall giue ſentence of execution according to theit knowledge, VVe will and doe: 
permit them,as aforeſaid.to cauſe the execution to paſle in all places.of our Corrtof 
Parlementat Roan, and inall other placesof our kingdome where need ſhall require, 
without any diſturbance or ler to be done by any of our Iudges, Iuſtices,or Officers;et« 
ther againſt them or their depurtes ; neicher:ſhall theylet, or hinder any ſummons or 
arret,exploit or affignement ta bedone before them. IJVUE 


And to giue their aſſiſtance inall cauſes appertaining to their knowledge touching 
matter of rraffique and all things thereunto belonging,.againſt allmerchanrs trading 
in our ſaidcity of Roan, and'as touching their -FaQors, dealers and intermedlers ,, of 
what qualitie ſoeuer they be, (ſent by them into divers countries, regions, and Pro- 
uinces,as well within as without Our Kiggdome,countries and dominions vnder;Our 
obeyſance, for the caule of traffique,merchandiſe,and doing of buſineſſe,and all other 
things thereunto belonging) + bag 

We will and ordain, That they may be conſtrained to bring their cauſes and proofe 
tor all matters aforeſaid,before the ſaid Prior and Conſuls for the r1me beipg.,orthat 
ſhall hereafter execute theſe offices, be ir either for the rendring of account and fatil- 
faction of part or of whole, or condemnations in penalties, or other-condemnations 
for amends for treſpaſſes,and for all other thirgs that ſhall be requiſit concerning and 
belonging to the tradeof merchandiſe, according as they ſhall deſerne, whereof wee 
have permitred them, and do giue thcm power to vſe the form,euen as the ſaid Con- 
ſervatorat Lyons, Prior and Conſuls of Thoulouze,and other Our ludges do. And to 
cauſe execution to be ſerued on the offenders, either by arreſt, Attachment of goods, 
and ſale therof,or by impriſonment of the parties condemned,euen as they ſha] chink 
good, inhibiring all our Indges.to preſume to take knowledge of any matter or Plea 
thereunto belonging , which our command Wee will to be notified vnto them , and * 
vnto whom it ſhall appertaine, by the firſt of our Officers or Serjeants that ſhal be re- 
quired, whom we enjoine to performe the ſame accordingly, tothe intent that al thoſe 
charges and extraordinarie expences which merchants may be put voto in following 


» their ſuits againſt their taRors and dealers before many judges,might by theſe meas 
» bevtterly auoided. | page TEL 
Half of th: »y = Furthermore, We haue permitted and do;giue authoritie to the ſaid Prior & Con- 
-» Tuls, that all ſuch penalties of monies as by them ſhall be infli&ed vpon men for Con- 
- a »» temptsor any other offences ſhall be forfeited, the one halfe to Vs, the other halfe to 
»» the vſc of the ſaid common place or Burſe of Roan,to ſupply the wants rhereof:allow- 
ns Þ ing them alſoabſolute libertic and power tochuſe and conſtitute one: Councellour, 
lorandone » 48d One Atturney,who ſhall by all lawfull means labour the benefit and aduancement 


of 
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of the ſaid place, and ſhall defend the ſame, todire@ their procefle and canſes, as well 
before the laid Prior and Canſulls,as before all other Indges. 

' And tothe end that the Merchants may aſſemble themſelues, as well to conſult of 
their common affaires,as roconſticute the-ſaid Councellor and Atturney,withour be- 
ing fabje& co repaire to Vsor to Our Ludges for leaue when need ſhall require There- 
fore all ſuch judgements as,ſhall paſle before the Priorand Conſuls,being ſealed with 
their Sealcs, and figned by a Regiſter by them appointed,be it by impriſonment, ſale, 
diſpoſingof gopds.or qtherwiſe, ſhall be held for reall and lawfull, being paſt in inan- 
ner aforeſaid. without any conſtraint to haue Our further commiſſion or liking; 
euen accordingas was permitted by Our molt honourable Our Father the King, vato 
the Merchants of Our Citie of Lyons by his letrers Patents giuen in the moneth of 
Februarie, in the yeare of Our Lord 15 25 ; reſeruing vato Our ſaid Court of Parlia- 


ment,at Our ſaid Citie of Roan for a laſt concluſion, and by appeale, the j uri{difion, 


Aagd to the end that all ſuch appeales as ſhall proceed by reafon of the judgements 
and ſentences that ſhall be ginen and declared by the ſaid Prior and Conluls, may be 
ſpeedily and without delay. ended in Our {aid Court, We hauec ordained and doe or- 
F 224 injoyne, and command all Our louing and truſtie Preſidents and Councellors 
(holding Our ſaid Court of Parliament)ro declare to the ſaid Merchants without de- 
lay one day in euery weeke, ſuch as they (hall thinke convenient, to heare, derermine, 
and diſpatch the ſaid appetlations, by order of roll for that purpoſe ordained, And in 
regard of the proceſſe by writing, there ſhall be one other roll made apart, tothe end 
that the ſaid appeales may becnded inthe ſame day,to auoide the prolonging of ſuits, 
to the ruine and conſuming of the ſuiter. And to the end the ſaid place of meetings of 
the Merchants twice a day, may be quiet, and without diſturbance ,Qur pleaſure is,and 
We do ſtraitly command, that none of Our S.rieants and Officers preſume roenter 


and knowledge of the ſaid diſcords and differences. 


ring the time, of choſe. two accuſtomed houres of meeting. And if ſuch arreſt ſhould 
be made during the ſaid hoyres, We haue declared heretofore, and dodeclare at this 
preſent, the ſame'to be void and inſafficient, charging all Our Iudges not to haue any 
regard thereunto, 

_Andas Weare informed, That the trade of Aſſurances is of late greatly aduanced 
by the Merchants of the ſaid Citie of Roan, (a worke ſohonourable thatitdoth even 


beautifie and greatly aduance the trade and commerce of the ſaid Citie,) We (tothe 


end thoſe ſaid policies of Affurances,and all other writings thereunto belonging may 
receiue full vigour)haue permitred,and dopermit, That all Merchancs frequenting the 
faid place(hoth now and hereafter to come)to aſſemble themſelues at all times when 
it ſhall be needfall, to chuſe and nominare, according to the molt voices, one Mer- 
chantamongſt them (ſuch'aone as they ſhall thinke meer, being a man truſtie and 
Expert in the knowledge of the trade of Aſſurances) who (hall make aud Regtiiterthe 
ſaid policies whereunto the Afſurors ſhall ſet their hands, at all times hereafter in the 
ſaid place and liberties of Roan,when it (hall pleaſe the Merchants ; whoſe office ſhall 
likewiſe be todraw forth accounts of: ſuch arrerages as: ſhall bappen (being thereunto 
. called) receiving for his paines and time {ſpent abour the buſinefſe of rhe fame Afﬀu- 
rances, according as it ſhall be thought meet by the ſaid Merchants, and keepea per- 
fe and true Regiſter of the ſame Aſſurances, To the which Regiſter and Copies 
thereof, and all other Acts and Writings by him made, concerning matter of Aſſu- 
rances, and by him ſigned, Wee will and ordaine, that all manner of credit ſhall be 
thereunto giuen, before all ludges, and others to whom ir ſhall appertaine; without 
that any orher perſon or perſons ſhall haue to doe, or meddle in the faid bufineſſe of 
Aſſarances, or any thing thereunto belonging, vnleſſe he be before choſen and admit- 
ted thereuntoby the ſaid Prior and Conſuls,and by the ſaid Merchants as aforeſaid. 
Andwe do command and giue in charge to all perſons holding Our Courts of Par- 

liament,grear Conſuls, Admiralls,Vice Admiralls, Stewards,and their Deputies,and 
toallother Iudges and Officers whom ir ſhall concerne, that you docaule.to be read, 
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Law of Nati- 


Ciuile Law: 


Jr" 


proclaimed, and regiftred this Our preſent Will, Declaration, Permiſſion, and Ordi- 
nance, and the ſame to be obſerued and kept by all them accordingly, that the Mer- 
chants may vſe and injoy the force and benefit thereof, plainely and peaceably with- 
out any contradiftion., Moreouer We do chargeand command Our Atturney gene- 
rall,chat he do with all diligence cauſe all thefe rhings to be plainely and truely exe- 
cured, and that he doe certifie Vs of his diligence ſodone; for ſuch is Our pleaſure, 
for that of our meere motion and power, Ve will haue it done, and that notwithſtan- 
ding any ordinance,cu ſtomes, ſtatutes, priuiledges, commandements, defences, or let- 
ters tO the contrary, the which in this cauſe without doing prejudice toother cauſes, 
We haue made void, and do make void. And for that men ſhall baue occaſion rovſe 
this Our grant in divers places, Our pleaſure is that credit ſhall be giuen to all ſuch 
copies as ſhall be madeby any Our louing & truſtie Notaraies and Serjeants,Secreta- 
ries,or vnder, in ample manner as tothe originall : and to this effe&, We doe giue you 
full power, authoritie, and «ſpeciall charge and commiſhon, by theſe preſents com- 
manding all Our Tuſtices,O fficers,and SubjeRs, toobey you in this caſe. Androthe 


end this may remaine eſtabliſhed for euer(our owne right inall other cauſes reſerued) 


Wee haue hereunto cauſed Our ſeale ro be pur. Ginenat Paris in the moneth of 
March, and in the yeare of our Lord 1556, and the tenth yeare of Our raigne : figned 
by the King then in Councell, and ſealed with greene waxe, with red and greene ſilks 


lace. 
HED T IT ISLET I I4-0040 E630 - 
Of the Lawes of ſenerall Countries, whereby the Differences and 


C H A Po XVI]. 
Controuerſies of Merchants are determined. 


> JJH= fourth and laſt meane to end the Differences and Controverſies 
—_— = hapning betweene Merchants and others in the courſe of traffick, are 
the imperiall Lawes, or the fundamentall Lawes of kingdomes-and 
common-weales, where the Merchants court of Prior and Conſulls is 
noteſtabliſhed, whereof the Merchants ought nor to be ignorant ; ſo 
that inthe deſcriptionofrhem, ir is connenient to make ſome declara- 
tion, forthe Merchants ſatisfaion,apperraining to their buſineſſe and negotiation. 
All lawes are rending in ſubſtance tothe vpholding of truth, maintaining of Iu- | 
ſtice,to defend rhe feeble from the mightie,for the ſuppreſling of injuries, and to root 
out the wicked from amongſt the good, preſcribing how to live honeſtly, to hurt no 
man wilfully, and to render euery man his due carefully, furthering what is right, and 


prohibiting what is wrong, ſummarily to be vnderſtood according tothe ſaying of 
our Sauiour Chriſt, 


A\ 


» 
fd 


Maar: What you will haue men to do unto you,do the ſame unto them. 
Like 6:31e : | 
Which Alexander Severm the Emperor did expreſle thus: 
That which you will not haut done vntothee,donot uno others. 
And to this purpoſe, let vs note three ſorrs of lawes, namely : 
Law of Nature 


The law of Nature,whoſe vertue is alone, and the ſame euery way inall, or rather a 
very notice of Gods law ingraffed in the minde of man. 


 Thelawof Nations, which confifteth of cuſtomes, manners, and preſcriptions, be- 

10g of like condition toall people,as we haue before declared, 
The Ciuile law,which is an abridgement, derogating many illicentious _— 
P's WET tos which 


— 
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—_—_— 


* whichgrew by peruerſneſſe and corruptneſle of nature; and is termed Peculiar, vſed 
by one kind of people,called the Lmperiall Law. | ie 
Out of theſe was the common law of England made, whereof we are now firſtto in. 
treate,and therein to be ſomewhar prolixe, for the better vnderſtanding of Merchants, 
the rather becauſe the lawes do binde all men to knowledge, Obedience,and Puniſh- 
ment: for indeed no man way breake them, no man may be ignorant of them: and laſt- 
ly,no man may judge of them, but according to them, and therefore it is ſaid, that 7#- 
dex is taken 4 indicio, now iudicium a Indice: and more eſpecially,becauſe this bookg(as 
you may finde) is more exactly calculated (as the Prognofticators ſay) for the Meri- 
dian of England, howbeit it may ſerue for all other countries and places of traificke 


and trade, 
«| Of the Common. Lawes of therealme of England, 


He Common-Law of England is taken three manner of waies, viz,  __ 
x Asthe Lawes of the Realme, difleuered from all other Lawes ; which is 
the cauſe of the often arguing in the Lawes, what matters ought of rip ht robe deter- 
mined by the Commou Law, or what by the Admiraltie Court, or by the Spirituall 
Court. | PE | 
F 2 The Common. Law is taken as the Kings court or Kings Bench, or Common 
cas. I i ets 
f 3. By the Common. Law is vnderfload ſuch things as were Law, before any ſta- 
tute made in that point that is in queſtiqn,whereby thac.poinc was holden for Law, b 
the generall and particular cuſtomes and maximes of the realme,or by the law of God, 
and the law of reaſon,whereunto the Kings of England at their coronation, doe take a 
folemne oath to obſerue the ſame, and all which the inbabirants of England ſucceſ- 
fiuvely euer obſerued,namely Brittaines, Romans, and then Brirtaines againe, and then 
Saxons, Danes,and Normans, 
Now whereas the Law-Merchant requireth breuitie and expediton, all men of 
iudgement will confeſſe,thar(hauing ſeeue many deuiles, edicts, and ordinances how 
toabridge proceſſe, and to finde how long ſuits in Law might be made ſhorter) they 
neuer perceived, found,nor read as yet,ſojuſt and ſowelldeuiſed a meane found our as 
this by any man in Europe, albeit that the ſhorcnefle thereof is ſuch, that if a man 
baue many peremptorie exceptions, which can make the ſtate or iflue of his cauſe, he 
ſhall be compelled tochoſe one exception wh-reupon ro found his iſſue, which cho. 
ſen, if he faile by the verdi& of twelue men, he loſeth his ation and cauſe,and the reſt 
can ſerue him for nothing. Te RR | 
| Great is theantiquitie of the Common-Law of England, and the triall of Inries 


by twelue men: for we finde the ſame to be from the time that the Weſt Saxons hadt ay. 


the rule and dominations over the countries of Hamſhire, Wilreſhire, Dorſerſhire, 
Somerſetſhire, and part of Glnceſterſhire ; and alfo the ſame Law was vſed amongſt 
the Saxons which ruled Marſhland and Medland, that is to ſay, the countries of Lin- 
colne, Northampton,Rutland, Huntingron, Bedford, Oxford, Buckingham, Chethire; 
Darbie, Notingham, and part of the ſhires of Gloceſter, Warwicke, Hereford, and 
Shropſhire,at ſuch time when the land was dinided into ſeuenkingdomes,all ofthkem 
being at that time inhabited with divers nations, namely, Pics, Scots, Danes, Nor- 
mans, Vandals,and Germanes ; all which have continued the proceedings of the Law, 
vntill the time of William Duke of Normandie whoconqueredthe ſame. 

This William the Conqueror had the quiet poſlc-ffion of this land, and cauſed (a- 
mongſt other lawes) the Dane lawes to be eolleRed, which ruled in Denonſhire and 
Cornewall, and a diſcreet view to be taken of fuandry Lawes, whereunto he didadde 
ſome of his Norman Lawes to gouerne the people of the land, now called England ; 
in ſomuch, that concerning the antiquitie of the lawes and cuſtomes aforeſaid, they 
were long before vied hv che Saxons firſt governement, nay by the Brittaines them- 


ſelues, which was 1 198 .yeares beforerhe birth of our Sautour Chriſt, being now in Ano 1168 af 
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: continuance aboue 2890 yeares; for King cAIfed cauſed the lawes of ©Harcia to be 
tranſlated out of rhe Britraine into the Saxon tongue: and after that wee finde thar 
King Lucius and King Alfred cauled the continuance thereof, | 

T he ſaid Common-Lawes are-properly to be taken ro conſiſt of theancient Max- 
imesof the ſaid Lawes, of the ſtatute Lawes and Booke Caſes,whichare yearely ob- 
ſeruations vpon manners,and may be called Reſfonſa Prudentim, comprehending there- 


—————. 


Municipal inthe Municipall Lawes, which is proper to all Kingdomes and Gouernements, as an 
| Laws gauel- excgprion to the fundamenrall Lawes thereof ; wherein many ſingular arguments 
kind, &g, 


drawne from Divinitic and Humanitie are effeuall, though there be nobookes for 
ir.' For the principles which are/taken from the Law of God and Nature, or Reaſon, 
are many more, than thoſe which areof man, and giuen by the abſolute diſcretion of 
AMaximein the Indge. And concerning the prudence of the Law, which holdeth this Maxime, 
+ That it is better to ſuffer a miſchiefe,thanan inconuenience,attriburing the word miſ- 
chiefe vnto one or ſome few men, and the word inconuenience to all perſons,gr the 
common-wealth in generall. And here let vs obſerue, That _ 


Of the Commun- Law of England, there may be made an Art or Science, 


Definitionof =—Confider we, That Ars eſt cauſarum confideratio, ex finibus Aſſaumpts : Art 1s the con- 
_ ſideration of cauſes from ccrtaine ends propounded;according to which definitionan 
orderly conſideration muſt be taken of the cauſes, which cannot be without Art: For 
Art maketh nothing bur of things already made, putting a diſtin determination, 
which is done with a reformed reaion properly called Logicke ; which(as it is the in- 
ſtrument of all Sciences) ſo is it alſo the inftrument of the Law : and although the 
Law benow infinite in/PraCtiſe, yet 1s'the ſame finite in Precepr, So that as, 1» infl- 
nitts omnia concurrunt, The Law bein? finite in her principles, may caſily be compiled 
or incorporated and experience reacheth, that it is caſter tovnderſtand many princi- 
ples well pur rogerher, than to put many principles well together, whereby a man may 
\ Vnderſtand the Law, hearing the ſame'deliuered by a Lawyer , yet this may be done 
by wiſemen. ane 11.3% | 
|  Forwe haue our finite originalls or elements, a&s, perſons, things, and their ad- 
junGs,and concerning them. finite reaſons, of which we do compound caſes infinite g 
yet are all thoſe caſes-decided according ro the finite reaſons of the finite elements. 
So.barh the Phiſirian finite fimples, though we do make infinite compounds, yet are 
they all proued good or bad to that whereunto they are prepared, by reaſons drawne 
from the finite fiwples. [:- Fig | 
Elements of Now by the elements of the Law , wee muſt vnderſtand matrerand forme, not as 
the Law. in thingsnaturall & compound,bur Meds & forma,as they ſpeake : ſo in all caſes,there 
15 matter of Law, matter of Fa, or both, and the rwelue men or jurors, are onely or- 
dained totry the matter of Fact, for they are ignorant in the Law ; ſo that if the que- 
{tion be of the Law,that is, it both parties doagree vpon the FaR, and each do claime 
that by Law he ought to haue ir, and will Rill in that ſort mainraine their righr, then 
Demurrerin 4t15 called a Demurrer in Law, which is determined by the Indges: Sothar ifall ca- 


Laws ſes where reduced vnder theſe few titles,namely,Pleas of the Crowne,of Right or Ti- 

tleof Land,o! Debrof Treſpaſſe,of Account,of Trouer,and of the Caſe : Then mighr 

| the matcerof Fa&t be brought nakedly before the Iurie diſtinguiſhed from the matter 
Caſes crimi- 


i= of the Law. Forall caſes are cither criminall or ciuile,or criminall,rea!l and perſonall,. 
nar _ and for life, honour, and goods or lands :and it is an eafie matter to deſcribe the nature of 
WE theſcand the like ations, the Law being fingular in her diſtin&ions, which would di- 
miniſh the praQiſes thereupon : whereas by the Civile Law the Fa is firſt exami- 
ned by witn-(fes, indices,torments, and the like probations to finde the truth thereof, 
and that done the aduocats dodiſpute of the Law, to maſte of it what they can, ſaying, 
Ex fatto, jus oritur which is long and tedious. 
| The pleading of generall Iflues,with addition of thewords, Mods && forma, maketh 
the matter difficult many times, when the Iurie conceiverh that this meancrh- ſome 
OT, ud matter 
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matter of Law, when itis onely matter of Fac: the Iurors therefore are principally to 


looke whether the Iflue, and Euidence.do concur, which they ought to follow, 'True 
it is there is ſometimes matrer of Law which aſtereth the Caſe, when there muſt be 
proucd a lawful! conſideration of 97d pro quo, otherwile it is _ ex quo 
a0n oritiy CA ; wheretore I haue ſcene ſome Pleas plainely diſtinguiſhing the 


matter ;'{o thar the- Iufie might perceive the naked Ifſue'of rhe Fatt before them in 
queſtion, With all the the Circumſtances which'is ſomerimes done by way of Repli- 
cation; ds gs: Rd adoagh A. 

There is a Maxitneor ground 'of-the Law of 'England, Thar if the defendant or re- 
nant inany action, plead a pleathaeamountethinor to the generall Iſſue, that he ſhall 
be compelleito take the geneta1I 1flue, and if he will nor he ſhall be condemned tor 
lacke of anſwere. The generall Ifſue in Aſhze'is, That he thac is 'named the difſeiſor 
hath done no wrong, nor nodiffetfin : and in a Writ of Entrie inthe nature of Aﬀize; 
the generall Ifſue is, That he diffeifſed him nor , and in an aGion of Treſpaſſe, That 
he is not guiltie, and ſo cuery ation hath his general Iflue affigned by the Law, and 
the partic muſt of necefhtie, eirher rake the generall Iſſue, or plead ſome plea inthe 
abatement of the Writ: and the cauſe why this 1s done, ts becauſe the matterof Law 
ſhould'nert be pur to the triall ofthe Iurie of twelue men. 

M* Forteſcue ſaith, That the triallof rwejue men is more indifferent than the triall 


before a Lud 2e, becauſe it 1$ an eafie matter to finde out two men among a number of 


men, that may be of the parties acquaintance; ſo void of charitie and conſcience, which 
for dread; lone, or profit will beready t gaineſay all cruth : and to this purpoſe he al- 
leageth the example of the two witneſſes againſt Syſavna, according to which prefj- 
dent the witneſſes are to be examitied aſunder, and nor in the hearing of one another, 
as is now accuſtomed. And it their oath touching the marrer of Fat were recorded 
briefl-, the Enidences would be more certaine, for witnefles would be more carefull, 
vpon which the oath of the [arte dependeth, a 

If the aQtion be locall or !ands of houſes, the Tary is impannelled of men, from as 
neere as may be to that Countrie where the thing in controverlie lyeth ; nevertheleſſe 
the defendant may rake exception again!t ſome o! the Turors, albeit for little of no 
cauſe, and then orhers are taken in place, for there are twentie foure menwarned, but 
twelue is ſufficient, valeſſe it be vpon an Aion Reall, where twentie foure muſt be 
empannelled. And the oath given to Inrors is, thar they ſhall deale juſtly and truely 
betweene partie and partie; ut the witneſſes are to ſpeake-the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing bur the truth, and ſo they take rheir oach, And to the end the procee- 
dings in Law ſhould not be hindred, therefore if the Iurors fall out not tobe full in 
number,then the Sherifes may take Decerm Tales de circwnſtantibus and empannelthem, 
that is, To rake other perſonsof the ftandards by, which is done before the Iudge at 
the time of the Triall. 

When the Iurie have delinered vp their verdi&, if nothing bealleaged inreſpiteof 
judgement, then judgement is had of courſe ; and alfo c x:cution is rewarded to be 
executed as the finall endof Law. A32; - 

Neuerthelefſe there are three meanes to diſſoluethe faid judgement and execution, 
namely,By a Writ of Attaint,a Writ of Error, and an CAndita 9vercla, which Vriet 
grounded vpon Equitie by Law and Conſcience. 

The Writof Atraint is notonly tedious arid chargeable, but alſo never or ſeldome 
tried : for the ſame 1s brou.: ht by the party grieued, againſt the twelue men, and the 
partie for whom the ſentence js given, And whereas betore commonly vpon the firſt 
cnqueſt, they be all Yeomen, or men of m-anc calling ; now vpon this Artaint muſt 
£0 twentie foure Gentlemen of greater qualirie,and fortie eight muſt be warned to ap- 
peare, then-there muſt inthe Artaint no more enidence be brought in, bot onely that 
which was brought inand alleaged before the firſt enqueſt, which not appearitg of re- 
cord is hard ro be made a plaine matter : againe Gentlemen and others are oth to atl- 
credit their neighbours; yet 1f the matter be ſo apparant, that they muſt needs finde 
them attainted ; then meanes are found rodeferre the judgeinent, and'ir may be the 
| | parties 
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parties ſhall be brought toan agreement, or at leaſt one of them that was of the at- 
tainted Iurors will die in the meane time, and then the Artaint ceaſcth : yet in this 
caſe it the party be in prifon which brought the Writ of Atrtaint, he may be bailed,as 
13 10 Natura Breugurn , | 

The Writ of Error is moreeafie,andwas heretofore vſuall to prolong ſuits in Law, 
before the Statute of Irofaile was made, meaning in good French 7y failly, Foreuery 
{mall Error.if it were but falſe Latine,would overthrow a Cauſe; but now it runneth 
into anotherextreame, for if the partie gricued ſpeaketh in arreſt of judgement, and 
ſheweth ſome matcriall Error,vpon motion made, the aduerſe party may haue it amen- 
ded as oftehi as Errors are opened : the Record thereſqre ought to be firſt remoyed,and 
not onely by tranſcript be put into another Court, but the partie is to pleade thereun- 
to, in nulls £ft erratums, and then the danger of opening Errors is paſt, if there be no 
trickes v{ed in amending of the Records vnder hand, wherein lyeth a Cerczorare to ſa- 
tisfie the Court, where the. Record is brought, namely, from the Common Pleas to 
the Kings Bench Court, from the Kings Bench to the Exchecquer, which heretofore 
was done in Parliament: and therefore the partie grieved and in priſonat the Kings 
Bench cannot be baileable vpon a Writ of Error after jadgement and execution.as he - 
is vpon a judgement o” the Common Pleas, in the Court of Kings Bench for this 
Court of Kings Bench, in regard of the Pleas of the Crowne, challengerh ſome prio- 
ritie herein, 

The Writo*_A1ndita Buzrela is granted out of the Kings Bench Court,ifthe judg- 
mentdo depend there, ard returnable in the ſaid Court, or elſe out of the Chancerie 
returnable in the Kings Bench : whereupon the Lord Chancellor taketh foure bailes. 
in the vacation Time.betorea Maſter of the Chancerie, and the matter doth meerely 
depend vpon the baile. The ſuggeſtion of the Writ in matter of Law, isa later con- 
tra after judgement and execuriog, an eſcape in Law, if the priſoner be by the Gao- 
ler permitted togo abroad withour the Kings Writ, or if he breake priſon, inwhich 
caſe the Gaoler is to pay the debt , or vpon a payment made ſince the execution ; alſo 
a wrong recouerie by an ex« curor, whom the Prerogatiue Court doth afterwards diſa- 
vow, Such and the [ike ſuggeitions are to be tried by another Iurie, vpon cuidence to 
be produced to prove the {aid allegation. | 

This Common: Law 1s ſo ſtri&, that the Prouerbe is, Summum jus, ſumma injuria : 
for example,[i a man leized of Jands in Fee, hath iſſue two ſonnes, the eldeſt ſonne go- 
eth beyond rhe Seas, and becauſe a common voyce is that hee is dead, the younger 
brother istaken for heire,the father dyed, the younger brother entred as heire, and ali- 
enateth the land with awarrantie, and died without any heire of his body, and after 
the elder brother commeth againe and claimerh rhe land as heire to his father : in this 
caſe by the Law, the e!deſt brother ſhall be barred by the warrantie of the younger 
brother. Againe, parteners cannot ſue each other by the Law : if two men hauea 
wood joyntly,and the one ſel]eth rhe wood, and keepeth all the money wholly to him- 
ſelfe,in this caſe his fellow ſhall haue no remedie againſt him by the Common. Lay : 
for as they when they tooke the wood jointly, put each other in truſt, and were con- 
_ 3 occupie and deale together; ſothe Law ſuffcrerh them to order the profits 
th ereof. 

The Law therefore is not compleat without the Courts of Chancerie or Equitie, 
for the imperfection and rigour of it, are quilified thereby, called to be «£qunum & Bo- 
aum which may be conſidered in this caſe. Two ſtrangers joyntly did deliuer in truſt 
vnto a widdow woman a round ſumme of mony,with condition not todeliuer the fame 

out of her hands, but when they both ſhou}d demand the ſame : within awhile after 
one of them commeth vnto her, and doth aſſure her by good indices and probabilities 
that the other his companion is dead, and thereupon Joth intreat ber to deliver him 
the money ; which ſhedid, nor ſuſpe&ing any fraud, ſo the party went away with the 
money. Afterwards commeth the other (who was ſaid to be dead)and demandeth the 
money of the woman, and vnderſtanding rhat ſhe had paied rhe ſame vnto the other, 
was much affended therewith, and cauſed her tobe adjourned before the Indge : The 
a; n qumdneons IPs WORy « Io 
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woman appearing did declare the matter according to the truth, ſhewing how the 
other had deceiued her,and ſhe did wholly rely vpon the integritie and juſticeof the 

Iudge. Here an A&ionof the caſe might haue beene broughr againſt the woman by 

the Law, and caule her.to ſeeke the party that had deceived her: but, the Iudge tem- 

pering the rigour of the Law,did giue ſentence, that the woman ſhould pay the mony 
vntothe partie, ſoas he brought his companion with him todemand the ſame, accor- 
ding tathe coucnant, they both joyntly having repoled atruſt in her. 

Here I call co minde the queſtion which no Iudge could derermine : A couctous 
Door at the Ciuile Law would not inſtruc a young Student, vnlefſe be did pay him 
2 great ſumme of mony,whereunto the Student did condeſcend,conditionally that he 
ſhould haue the firſt caule (he tooke in hand) to goon his fide : whereupon it fell out, 
that the cauſe betweene him and the ſaid DoRor was the firſt caulſe,and fo there could 
be no proceeding therein,the Student pleading the condition in Barre. 

The Court of Chanccrie 1s properly called-a Court of Conſcience, becauſe it rea- 
ſoneth on the part of che complatnant, by argument taken from the Law of Naturebe- 
fore mentioned, Quod t1bi fier: non vis,alters pe fecerts : for in the Chanceric every man 
is able bylight ot Nature to forefee the end othis Cauſe,and ro giue himfſelfe a reaſon 
thereof, and is therefore termed a Cauſe z whereas at the Common-Law the clyents 
matter is termed a Caſe,according. io the word Caſs, which is accidenrall ; for the 
party doth hardly know a reaſon why it is by Law adjudged with oragainſt him. - 

_ The Chancerie therefore vpon Bill and Anſwere betweene the 'complainant and 
defendant,granteth an Injunction to ſtay the procceeding in the-Courts of Commion- 
Law, vntill the equitie of the cauſe beexamined : and if there be no matter of equirie 
found, then the cauſe is diſmifl;d to the, Law againe, with coſts tothe partie, Mer- 
chants cauſes are properly to be determined by the Chauncerie, and/ouzht robedone 
with great expedition : buc it talleth out otherwiſe, becauſe they are by 'commiſhons 
commonly re ferred to Merchants, to make repore of the ſtate thereof vino "the Lord 
Chancellor,for the cufttomes of Merchants are preſeruned chiefly by the ſaid courtzand 
aboue al things Merchants affaires iv controauerfie ought with all bregitie to bederet- 
mined,to auord interruption o trafficke,which is the cauſeſthatthe Maior of the Sta- 
pe is autboriſed by ſeucrall As of Parliament toend thedame, anddetaine the fame 

efore him, without any di miſſion of the Common. Law, which ſhewerh thenecef- 
ſarinefle of the Office of Prior and Conſulls detore mentioned, © 7! 291089 

The rather, tor chat tie rriallot av A Aion of Accountat the Common. Law is te- 
dious. There are five :naner of perſons accountable by the Law, namely, a Sceward or 
Bailife,a Factor or Seruant,or a recetuer. Vponan ARtionof Accompr the generall 

Iflue to be pleaded thereunto is, Ne wncques Receiner pour 4ccount rendre : this is firſt tri- 
ed by a lurie,and if the party be conuicted,and found accountable, then the Law doth 
appoint Auditors to take the account, by a commiſhon direRed our of the' court 'to 
Merchants and others,according to the nature of the cauſe, whereuntotwo Atrurneys 
of the caurt are joyned, And when chey have taken the accounr,and findewhereta the 


= 


differences doe confift, then they:are to certifie all their proceedings inrorhe Court, 


and the accountant muſt make Iſſuable anſweres tobe pleaded, whereupon eight, cen 


twelue or more iſſues ſhall be made, and. then: a ſecond Iurie is called torrie all theſe. 


ſeuerall Iſſues vpop peremptorie points, and ſovpon euery Ifſue there is given a par- 
ticular verdie, and ſomerimes an eſpeciall verdict, which is co be determined by the 
court againe. Alltheſe long proceedings make long records, ſubje& to many errors : 
and becauſe all theſe; ſeuerall Ifſuesare tried by one Turie,& vpon one record,togetber 
with the former proceedings, whereby the other Iurie found the party accountable, 
if inany,or in the whole, material error be found; then all is onerthrown 8 the patties 
are to begin againe de novo, And it may fall our, that then they will joyne orher Ifſnes, 


and ſorun intoa Labirinth, ſorhar matters of account are properly robe determined 
of the Chauncerie-and ir were to be wiſhed,that therin more expedition were vſed;aq- 
cording tothe lawes of Arragon.which concurwith the courſe of the'faid Court,as we 

are now todeclare leauing all other caſcs triable by the Common-Law,accord ing fo 
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their proper natures, as the triall of an Aion Reall, which is done with ſolemnitie, 
and the like;to abreuiate things, | | 


da « Of the Lawes of the Kingdome of Arragon. 


' He Lawes of Arragon being peculiar to that Kingdome, have eſpeciall daies or 
T times limited to euery particular proceedings of the proceſſe, whereby the ſame 
is diuided jnto ten (as.it were) termes, which haye euery one their proper obſeruati- 
ons, which the complainant muſt obſerue,and proecute accordingly with expedition, 
as followeth.: bo, _ 

When the party complainant calleth the defendant, 

When they do appeare betore the Iudge. 
The defendant may alledge certaine exceptions. 
Due an(were.is made to the complainants Bill. 
\The examinations of the parties, and their proceedings. 
. Witneſſes ate produced,cxamnined,and publication had of their depofitions; 
The parties do reaſon of the depoticions,and the matter is broughr to hearing} 
 Whenthe ludge giuerth fentence'o: judgement. FTTY, 
- 29% | Whenexecution 13 had vpon the ſentence, or the partie appealerh. | 
Io When the cauſe deparrech ourofthat ludges power beforea higher authority? 
_ - Andallthisiscommonly done in foure monerhs, with the obſeruations of the Law 
required, namely,the cohiiderations ancident,which are worthy to be noted to prevent. 
vnjuſt dealings. Ds £544 4 3d FEES * TILT | HEH. 
-»;T Touchitg the firſt, the Iudgeraketh not any notice thereof, for the proces is 
granted of courſe, vnleflc ir appeare that the complainant bath beene the ſlaue of the 
.gcfendant,orthe ſonne doe commencea ſuit againſt the father, or the ſeruant againſt 
his maſter, wherein (vpon good confiaeration)licence muſt be had of the Iudge. . 
2:1:2:+: The ſecond, That zhey moſt appearc before the Iudgeat three ſeuerall times of 
tendaies,or thirtiedaie$atany une tumEwhich is peremptory ; after which;there lyeth 
a contempt againſt the. party not appearing : during which time, the Iudge doth pro- 
.ceed according to the nature ofthe a&ion, and the Maximes of the Law, whichare 
compiled together to judge by, and ferue him for his dire&ion, but inextraordinaric 
cauſes his conſcience leaderh him. 

The third time, touching exceprions,is not only betweene party and party, but 
alſoagainſt the Iudge tor inſufficiencie of authority given him,if the cauſe ſorequitres 
.,4: The fourth time, three things are ro be oblerued vpon the defendants anſweres 

.x Whether hedenied all,or did conteſſe part or all. 
2: Whether itbe requiſit that the Iudge wiaicially heare the cauſe,or elſe (accor- 
ding;to the defendants anſwer and conk. flion) iudge him to pay or fatisfie the matter 
within nine daies. 

That after the conteftation of the ſuit, there be no matter of any dilatorie ex- 
ceptions alledged to hinder the proceedings, but rather peremptorie exceptions, to 
bring the matter toa definitiue ſentence. 

5 Thefifth time, foure things are tobe obſerued, namely, 

x Thecomplainant muſt ſweare, That he is perſwaded that he demandeth a juſt 

and right demand ; and thedefendanr likewiſe,that he defenderh his right. 

2 Thatthey ſhall ſpeake truth torhar which ſhall be demanded of them. 

Thatrhey ſhall not require (withour juſt cauſe) any time of prolongation, 
| 4 Thattbey havenor,nor will attempt tocorrupt witneſſes, _ 

6 Thefixthtime,vpon the conteſtation and interlocutorie ſentence, you muſt ob- 
ſerue nine things. 4 ne | 
_ TI the witneſſes be preſented in preſence of the party againſtwhom they are 

aced. 
2 Thatthey be free-men and honeſt, and not bired nor corrupted, 
3 Thattheybe ſworne,and the producent paieth his charges. 
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wimalhs by certaine articles, what may appertatne to the cauſe, in regard of their ad- 
mittance for to be ſworne, becauſe their depoſition is the ground of the matter. 

5- Thatthe plaintife hauing had three ſeuerall times to produce his witneſſes, 
ſhall-not haueany other time toexamine apy more, vnleſſe he do ſweare;that he know- 
eth not what the former witneſſes haue depoſed, and the Iudge do aſſent thereunto: 

6 IF the witneſſes haue declared anything obſcurely;they may declare the ſame 
more plainely, if the Indge do defirethe ſane ar the intreatieof the partie, according 
as he ſhall direct, -. Tþ vo | 1-3 

Afﬀcer publication of the wittieſſes depoſitions; there may notany other witneſ: 

ſes bedepoſed vpon the ſaid mterrogatories;or atly matter:touching the ſame. 

' 8 Thatthewitneſſes becxamined of thetime,of the place,and of the caſe it ſelfe, 

whether they baue ſeeve or heard the ſame, and what they beleene or know thereof, or 

of the report they hange heard./' OO 100m 
9 , That (to auoidcharges) there be not:roo many examined. 

The ſeventh time is, when all muſt be alledged which may any manner of waies 
make for the ſtate. of the cauſe, and if it fall out that two witneſſes tell one tale (as it 
were) verbatim, their euidence is voide ; and the eighth time the Indge proceedethto 
a definitive ſentence and the ninth time (which muſk be done within ren daies) the 
party may appeale;and thereupon for the tenth rime,the pleytoor ſuir, with all there- 
cords, goeth outof that Iudges Court to a higher Court, where it may not depend 
aboue a limited time, _ pc; 

The obſeruations do miniſter occaſion, that many controuerſies are ended without 
Law,for the parties are not ſure toobſerue theſe times,and the defendants which feeke 
delaiesare not contented with ſo ſhorta time of pleading : the complainant alſomay 
know whether it be ſafe for him to take his oath as aforeſaid, that he is in conſcience 

xerſuaded of his right ; and moreouer paying a fine for wrong moleſtation, abridged 
(with them heretofore) the multiplicities of ſtirs. 7.20], 

Omitting now to ſpeake of other Counts of equitie, and calling Law and 'Equitie 
tobe the Common-Law, ſo much commended aboue the Ciuile-Law, by the faid 
MF Forteſcae, ſometimes Lord chiefe Tuſtice of the Kings Bench in the rime of 
King Henry the fixth,who hath obſerued five points whereuithe ſame conſiſteth ; let vs 
obſerue many more to extoll the excellencie of the ſaid common-Law, as followeth 
ſummarily. EL 

I Firſtbecauſe of the antiquitie thereof, for that inall the times that the Realme 
was inhabited by five (euerall natiotis, the ſame was ſtill ruled by the ſaid Cuſtames 
that it is now gouerned wirhall ; which if they had not beene good, fome of the Kings 
of theſe ſenerall nations, moued either with juſtice,or with reaſon and affe&tion,would 
Noe CREUpa or aboliſhed the ſame, eſpecially the Romanes who iudged all the 
world. | 

2 Secondly,for that the Kings of England at their Coronation do take a folemne 
_ cath, to cauſe all the Cuſtomes of the Realme to be faithfully obſerued according to 
the former inſtitution. | | 

For thatthe ſaid ancient Cuſtomes or Maximes thereof are inexpugnable, and 
do ſtand of their owne authoritie as Principles,which need no reaforrtoconfirme their 
authoritie, as the Fawes of Solon, Draco, Carondas, Licurgus, Numa Pompilius,and the 
Law of twelue Tables, &c. | | ” 7 

Becauſe all differences and controuerſies, which happen betweene. the King 
and his Subjeds,are tried and determined by the Law;and it it be done in Parlemenr, 
or by the Tudges, it is till according tothe Law. TL LAS 

5 Becauſe the King perſonally giuerh not any judgement, eſpecially when him- 
ſelfe 1s a partie, ſeeing it is againſt the Law of Nature tobe both judge and partie. 

6 For that notwithſtanding the deceaſe of the Kings of England from timero 
time, the Iundges of the courts of Record, that isto ſay of the Chancerie, of the Kings 


Bench, of the common Pleas, which doe fit Cw by the Kings Letters Pee 
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doe remaine authoriſed, and their power ended not immediately with the Kin : how- 
| beit the ſucceeding Kings doconfirme them in their offices, whereby all ſeditions are 
preuentcd during the inter Regnum. | ; | 
For that with indifferencie, without regard of perſons, it commandeth as well 
the Nobilitie and other perſons of dignitie by way of vtlagare or outlaw as the mea- 
neſt Subjects. TELE 
38 Porexerciſing a power ouer the Iudges, which are not to judge of the Law,but 
by the Law : and therefore is the word 1v4#ium properly attributed to their determi- 
nations ; euen as the word Decretumis vnderſtood of the ordinances or ſentences of 
the Magiſtrates,followingequirie (as itwere) without Law.1For there is the like pro- 
portion betweene the Law and execution thereof, calletl Legs 40, as there is be- 
tweene Equitieand the dutie of a Magiſtrate,called Iudzcis Officium. | 
9 For thattheofficers thereof are authoriſed according tothe qualitie and due 
execution of it,by a proportionable diſtribution,namely, The Iudges for terme of life, 
and officers ſubalterne changing from yeare to yeare, to the end the adminiſtrarion of 
juſtice may be more indifferent, | | | 

10 | Forthediuerſitie of the triall thereof in ſeuerall Courts, according to Law 
and Equitie,is the cauſe of an agreeing and moſt necefſarie diſcord,as it were, Concord; 
Diſcordia, whereby the bodie of juſtice is ſupported by ſtriuing, as the tones vphol- 
ding a vault,as Cato ſaith, '» 

Ix Forthatthe Iudges incriminall cauſes do change from time to timerheircir- 
cnits, and inferiour Iudges of the Court doe execute the place as well as ſuperiour 
Iudges, whereby partialitie is preuented. | 

12 Forthatthe Law tendeth moſt carefully for the good and preſeruation of life 
and goods of euery good and honeſt man; ſeeing thateuen in criminall cauſes,it hath 
prouided(as much as may ſtand with juſtice)a helpe and fauor,permitting the Iudges 
to order the pleading of offendors and to inſtru@ them toauoid miſpleading, and gi- 
uing them leaue to except againſt the Jurors, which they diſlike, 

13 Fortharit doth forbid the ſale of offices, thereby intending due adminiſtati- 
on of juſtice; for where offices are ſold (as it were)by the Great, there juſtice is com- 
monly ſold by Reraile. | | 

14 Becauſethe ſame is moſt agreeable with the nature and diſpoſitionofthe peo- 
ple, and the qualitie of rhe countrey, which by reaſon of the fertilitie, affordeth very 
conuenient meanes for the triall thereof by Turies of twelue men,the nature of the peo- 
ple being gentle. 

15 Becauſe menare to reduce the ſtate or ifſuc of their cauſe vpon one peremp- 
torie exception to be tried by the verdi& of twelue men, whereby matters are deter- 
mined with expedition. 

I6 For that it commandethnot any thing,but what is honeſt,reaſonable,and pol- 
ſible init ſelfe,and all impoſſibilities are excluded thereby. 

17 For thatthereof may be made an Art or Science in manner before declared, 
ſceing the ſame is finite in her Precepts,according to the old Maximes or Principles, 
whereuntoeuery thing being reduced and explained,as aforeſaid, all ambiguities and 
darke ſentences would be taken away,and the Iudges ſhould eafily giue a cleare vnder- 
ſtanding thereof according totheorder of Solon, who made the Arcopagits of Athens 

tobe as Guardians of the Law. 

I8 » For that the triall thereofby a Inrie of twelue men vpon one point perempto- 
rily or incertainty is briefe and ſubſtantial, becauſe the witneſſes which are produced 
before them (by whoſe euidence the ſtate of the cauſe is made) muſt be approued by 
the verdict of twelue men,as aforeſaid. 

I9 For thatmatterof Fa& is diſtinguiſhed from the matter of Law,and is accor- 
dingly decidedeither by the Iurie;vpon the matter of FaR, or by the Indges vpon De- 
murrer or otherwiſe vpon the matter of Law. 

20 Forthe indifferencie of the triall of controuerſies and queſtions betweene the 
native ſubjeRs and aliens : for they may haue their trialls Per medietatem lingue, that 

: is 
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is = ſay,halfe the Lurie of ſtrangers and the other halfe of Engliſh fubje&s, to auoide 
artialitic. 

n 21 For that the Sarjeants and Councellors at the Law are to giue councell, and 

to helpe the poore, which are not able to proſecute Law at their owne charges, which 

they do in forma payperis by direQion of the Lord Chancellor, and the Lords chiefe 

Inſtices of the Kings Bench and Common Pleas. 


. 22 Finally, the Common Law is excellent for hauing fewer faults and imperfe- 


&ions than any other Law, being moſt ſufficient to vpold the common.wealth in qui- 
etneſle, | 

' Thus the Common Law of England, hath like a Queene a Predominant power; 

from whence proceedeth mutuall loue and ſure amitie from the Prince to the ſub- 

jets; and from the ſubjeRs againe due obedience to the Prince in a moſt pleaſant 

harmonie and concord,deſeruing the name ofa Law received, publiſhed and recorded, 

without any reaſon to be rendred for the ſame (as itwere) Lex cum Prologo, wherewith 


Senica found fault when he ſaid Iubeat /ex, non ſuadeat. And as the Law is deriued 4 //- 


garetobind,fo is the whole State of the Common-wealth bound tothe head,and may 


be made eaſier in praiſe: for as the ſaid Yenica ſaith, Nil eſt quod pertinax opera, & dili- 


gens cura,nen expugnat « 
a] Of the Lawes of the Kinzdome of France, 


He Lawes of France are either written or cuſtomarie,and according to this diui- 

fion the countrey is diuided. Acquitanie, and apart of Celtica next vnto it, is 
called Pays de Droid? eſcript, becauſe the Ciuile Law of the Romanes is there in force : 
the reaſon whereof is thought tobe, becauſe the Romanes did continue long in thoſe 
parts after the Frankes had made a thorough conqueſt of the other. Belgica and the 
other part of Celtica is called Couſtumier, becauſe for the moſt part they are gonerned 
by their ancient cuſtomes, which amongſt them baug the force of Lawes : howbeit 


neither the Ciuile Law, nor the cuſtomarie are further in force than they are agreeable 


with the Edicts of the King. | 
Vnderthe Law written are comprehended, 

The Ciuile Law. | es | 

The Kings Edics and Ordinances made by aduice either of the priuie Councell, 

or of the threeeſtates,and 

The Arreſts or ordinances of the Courts of Parlement; 

In the ereQtions of their vniuerſities of Law, the King expreſly declareth, That they 
are not bound to the Ciuile Law, neither receiue it for further vſe than to draw inſtru- 
tions of good gonernementand reaſon from it, as appeareth in the Charter at Orle- 
ans,by Philip le Bell, CAnns 1312, wherein he ſheweth that this Realme is gouerned by 
Caftome, and not by the Ciuile Law ; except in ſome Provinces, which the ay. i 
haue permitted in ſome caſes ſo to doe, not as bound, but as willing te continue the 
Law which their ſubje&s of ancient time have vſed. So that the Ciuile Law gene- 
rally 1s not in force,but only for dire&ion and forme of pleading and proceeding in 
the order of the procefſe : and where it is moſt in force the Courts of Parlement haue 
authoritie to conſirne and interpret it, as they thinke g00d, | 

Ot all the written Lawes in France,rhe Ordinances and Edidts of the King are moſt 
in force ; infomuch as they are acknowledged for the onely Lawes, and all other have 
_ life from them, and are fo farre forth auaileable as they are ſtrengthened by 
them. 

The arreſts of the Courts of Parlementare of great authoritie, being pronounced 
inthe name of the King,and areas lawes tobe followed in all caſes. | 

In like manner their Ordinances are to be followed onely during the time that the 
K1ng prouiderh, nototherwiſe, and in their owne circuit onely ;for they haue not au- 
thoritie to make lawes generall and poranees , ; The 


Written Laws 


Ancient Cu< 
ſtomess 
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The Cuſtomes which diuers Prouinces claime, are of late weares drawne intowri- 
tings and publiſhed in Print, for the more eafie vnderſtanding of them, and the anoi- 
ding of confuſion ; fo that now all the Lawes of France may bee ſaid to 'bee written 
Lawes : this was begun in the time of Charles the ſeuenth, Anno 1453,and ordered al- 
ſo in the time of Hemry the third, Anno 1579, | | 
Subſidies and This manner of gouernement cauſeth ſubſidies and impoſitions to be made as reue- 
impolitions. | 1es of the Crowne by the Kings authoritie; which were ar the firſt granted by the 
| 0054p three eſtates,vpon vrgent neceflicie of the affaires of the Realmeonly,but now they are 
| mninaltic, growne tO be ordinarie, Charles the ſeneth was the firſt that made them ordinarie for 

the payment of ſouldiers, Francs the firſt,and Henry the ſecond did the like. | 

Perſonall ſubſidies are taken by the pole, whereof Eccleſiaſticall men, Noblemen, 
and Officers of the King,Queene,and children areexempted. 
Reall or patrimoniall ſubſidies are leuied by lands in ſome prouinces, as Langue- 
doc and Prouence,whereof no perſons are exempred. x 
Mixt ſubſidies are leuied of the yeomandry,and ſome perſons of meanes. 
The greateſt impoſition 1s vpon Wines,now fifteene ſouls vpon every mew. 
Magazins of Andvpon Salt, appointed by Phzlip de Y alozs, called Magazins or, Gremers for ſalt, 
w_ forbidding Merchants to trafficke for it, ſetting a rate of fouredeniers vpon every 
pound of ſalt. Francs the firſt made the ſame perpetuall, as the domaines of rhe 
crowne ; andall men are compelled to buy itat the Magazins, vpon paine of puniſh- 
ment. This impoſt is letren to farme for two millions of crownes,or {ix hundred thou- 
ſand pound ſterling; yearely. 
The right of the ſea belongeth to the King, and he may lay impoſitions 30 leagues 
from the land into the {ea,if no other ſoueraigne Prince benot within that precin&, 
Courtsof Pars There areeight courts of Parliament in France,and eight chambers of account. 
Ment. Art Parisere&ed 1302 by Philip le Bell.  ArtParis. 
+” Thoulouſe alio,and confirmed by Charles the 7. [In Britaigne, 
Commore®t ArGrenoble 1453 by Lewis the 11. + Ar Dion, 


— 
—_ 


_— ws 


Ar Bourdeaux 14652,by Lews the 11. Ar Montpellier, 
Ar Aix 1501,by Lewithe 12 © In Dolphine. 
Ar Dinn 1476,by Lews the 11,for Burgondie. In Prouince. 
ArtRoan 1449,by Lews the 12 for Normandie, Ar Blois. 

At Rheames 15 53,by H.the 2, for Britainie. J AtRoan. 


Of the Salique Law of France. 


T is an vſuall received opinion, that Pharamond was the author of this law : others 

Þ thinke it was ſo called of the Gaules, that were called Salie, amongſt whom that 
Law was eſtabliſhed ; for the ancient Gaules termed all their lawes either Ripuaric or 
Salique, and in the time of Charlemaxe they were called Saliques, Neuerthelefle it is 
thought to haue beene inucnted of latter time, as by P-:l:p le Loxg, to Fruſtrate the 
daughters of Lewis Huttin, or elſe to baue had the firſt ſtrength from an vſuall cuſtome 
of all Barbarians, which was neuer to ſuffer the females ro inherit the crowne : and fo 
being begun in the firſt and ſecond line of the kings, ir hath continued in the third,and 
by cuſtome it is rather confirmed, than to be proued to be a law at any time ordained, 
hauing beene little account made thereof, vntill rhe controuerfies betweene Ph:lip le 
Long and Endes duke of Burgondie,whoclaimed ic for his neece ſaze,daughter to Lews 

Huttis, and Philip de Y alos with Edward King of England. The booke of the Salique 


Lawes is but acolleQion,howbeit, there is noexampleeuer heard of,that any woman 
gouerued. mi 


q Of the Lawes of the higher and low Germanie, concurring with the Cinile 
| Law and the Courts of Equitie in ſubſtance, 6 


T Hecovrrs of Equitie beyond the ſeas, after bill and anſwere, replication and re- 
 & Jjoynder,and ſometimes duplication,and at laſt concluſion, with the — 
A CONCIUIOH, Z 
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ofwitneſſes in ſerious manner ; The whole proceedings are delivered to certaite Do- 
Qoors or learned men which are as Maſters of the Cancerie, or belonging tocertaine 
Vaiuerfities)to be abreuiated, which is called ad r0tu/andums, who do cut off all ſuper- Toabreviats* 
fluous things which vpon the matter are confeſſed on both ſides, or are not material{ *ngprocciſe, 
to the ſtate of the caule, to bring the differences between the parties to cerraine points 
or heads,wherupon the ſaid parties (with the aduice of the aduocates or learned coun- 
ſell)do diſpute and debate the ſaid differences to bring them(as it were)ripe and per- 
feed before the Indge. For if the defendant will rake (covertly) any exceptions 
againſt the Indge of that iuriſdiQion, he may baue the whole proceſſe made vp in the 
| nacle of 4,6,and C.D, as it were complainant and defendanc, without naming either 
_ of the parties, and the ſameto be ſent vnder the trowne ſeale vnro Doors, or other 
learned men of Vniuerſities, eleted thereunto in other inrifdictions, which do giue 
their ſentence or judgement thereupon,and returne rhe ſame backe againe vnder ſeale, 
before the Iudge where the cauſe was depending ; who calling both parties before 
him, demandeth of them, whether he ſhall open the procefle, and whether they will 
ſtand tothe judgement therein contained 2 and if the complainant deſcend thereunro, 
then is the defendant thereby concluded, ſecing he had his choice, and did (ina man- 
ner) appeale from the Iudge, whereupon execution 1s preſently had, and matters are 
ended with expedition. | : 
By the premiſſes we may obſerue, how other lawes are variable, and ſubje& toalte- 
ration,and thatthe Law-Merchaant is conſtant and parmanent in her cuſtomes, which 
therefore are not to be infringed, bur-ſeriouſly to be maintained by all the foure prece- 
dent meanes, or ſome ſele&ed courſe of .executionto be deuiſed, concurring with the 
ſame. For the better furtherance whereof, and moreexaR explanation,by contraries, 
I haye for a Corrollarie of this worke added hereunto three Paradoxes alluding to 
the ſaid three Eſſential parts of Traffick, which will illuſtrate the moſt material con- 
fideration to be had in the courſe of Trafficke and Trade: £1999 


MANMAAMNNMMAANNNINNNMNATY 
TITTIES CITE MEI PRO EOD'Y I"F'S'S 
Cu apy. xvii. 
Three Paradoxes allid'ng to three Eſſential 
parts of T rafficke. 


<< 2 >< Auing heretofore publiſhed a Treatiſe intiruled England; view in 


-_» *_ —_—— 


_ 
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the unmasking of two Paradoxes, which had beene preſented vato 
SIS LIE: the French King Henry the fourth, as a matrer of great conſe- 
J = 1@) quence,and confiderable in the gouernemenr of com non weales; 
iS Q& p and finding that the true vnderſtanding of them) wth athird Pa- 
| d 3} 1&2 radox obſerued by me)did properly allude ro rhe contents of this 
-Xy W &5 && booke, or the three Eflentiall parts of Trafficke, namely Com- 
| | modities, Money, and Exchange for money, [ did reſolue to han- 
dle the ſubſtance of them for a Corrallarie of the ſame, the rather becauſe Paradoxes Paradox, what 
Sre things contrarie to the vulgar opinion, and will alſo make all the premiſfles more itis. 
ananifeſt and apparant by their concluſion, DS | 
> Theſaid rwo Paradoxes preſented by Honfieur Maleftroit one of the officers of the 
Finances or Treaſurie in Fracce,where as followerh, ſaving, Eck 
x That to complaine of the generall dearth of all things in France was without caaſe, for Commodities! 
there was noth:ug growne deere theſe three hundreth yeares. | 


2 Thatthere « much to be loſt upon a crowne,gr any other money of gold and ſiluer, albeit 
one dogine the ſame inpayment at the price he did receine the ſame, os 
| The 


Money and 
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Gold and Sil- 
ner are 2a P 
udpes of goo 
cheape or 
dearth, 
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The third Paradox which I haue added hereunto, is, 


3 Thatthe imaginaric monies ſuppoſed in Exchanges for mony , man by Bills of Exthan- 


ges,do ouerrule the courſe andpropertie of Reall and Subſtantiall monies in ſpecie. 


Monſieur Maleſtroit (aith, that ſince the ancient permuration hath beene changed in 
buying and ſelling, and that the firſt riches of men (which conſiſted of cattel]) was 
transferred to the gold and filuer, whereby all things haue recejued their eſtimation s 
it followeth that thoſe mettalls are the right judges of good cheape or dearth of all 
things. | : 

We cannot ſay rhat any thing is dearer than it was three hundred yeares agoe, vn- 
lefſe that for the buying thereof we muſt now give more Gold and filuer thanwedid 
then: But for the buying of all things, we doe not giue now more Gold or Silver than- 
wedid then, therefore (ſaith he) nothing is growne deerer in France fince that time. 
Toprouethis, he doth alledge, That during the raigne of King Philip de Yalo, in 
the yeare x 328,the French crowne of the flower-deluce (as good in weight and fineſſe 
as the French crowne of the Sunne now) was then worth but twentie ſoulz tournoIs, 
commonly accounted to be two ſhillings ſterling. In thoſe daies(ſaith he)the French 
elle or yardof Veluet was worth foure livers, which is foure crownes,or eight ſhillings 
ſterling : the ſaid elle of Veluet doth now coſt ten livers, or twentie ſhillings, and ho 
French crowne which was then valued at two ſhillings, is now valued at fiftic ſou!z, or 
five ſhillings; ſo that foure crownes doe make the ſaid twentie ſhillings, yet the ſaid 

French crownes do not containemore gold in weight or fineſſe than before ; and con- 
ſequently the veluet is not now deerer than it was then, | 
The gentleman that hath now five hungteth livers by the yeare to ſpend, hath no 


 morethan he that had one hundreth liuers.to.ſpend inthoſe daies : and in like manner 


he proceedeth for Corne, Vine, and other commodities, and thereupon concluded, 


That the dearth ofall things, is but imaginarie, and a vaine opiniontoconceiue that 
things ſhould be deerer now than in thoſe daies, 


- The ſecond Paradox. 


Here i muſt tobe loſt vpon a Crowne, or any other money, although the ſamebe giuenin 
parment at theprice it was receined, - 
This(faith 2/onſieur Maleftroit)is an old and common error,rooted in the judgement 
of moſt men,that are far from the marke and withour their reckoning, as he will mani- 
teſt inthe former termes. 


Inthe aforeſaid time of King Philip de Y aloz, the French crown aforeſaid was worth 
but twentie ſoulz,which is now currant for fifteene ſoulz. 
| Thegentleman thathad fiitie ſoulz rent or income, did receiue for it two crownes 
and a halfe, or ſo'much in filuer accordingly ; for which two crownes and a halfe hee 
had halfe a yeard and halfe a quarter of Veluet, after the rate of foure livers the yeard, 
which was the price of Veluer then: now for this fiftie ſoulz the gentleman doth re- 
celue but one crowne, or ſo much of ſiluer money and for that one crowne now he can 
buy but one quarterof a yeard of veluet after the rate of tenne livers that veluet is now 
worth, whereas before he had halfeayeard and halfea quarter, although he baue giuen 
the ſame in paiment for fifty Sols, which is the price for which hee received the ſaid 
Crowne; and ſo proceedeth with other the like examples inthe buying of .commodi- 
ties with f1luer coyne,or inthe receiuing of rentsor incomes,adding further thereunto, 
that if any man will obje& and ſay, I carenot whatthe crowne liuer or ſoulz is worth} 
ſo asI bauing a hundreth livers of rent paied me,and that I can pay out again the ſaid 
hundreth livers. This man (ſaith he) muſt then make proofe that he can haue now as 
much ware for two ſoulz, as he could haue had in times paſt for two ſoulz which were 
| of fine filuer,and now almoſt of copper,and in doing ſo he ſhould make a third Para- 
dox more ſtrange than the former : for he ſhould goabour to proue euery thing ro be 
become better cheape, which cannot be proucd, | - 
6 
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The ſubſianceand intention of theſe two Paradoxes is (ſaith hee) ro ſhew that the 
King and. his Subjecs doe buy all things as deere as.in times paſt, for that they muſt 
TUE a5 great a,quantitic of gold and filucras in times paſt: but by the inhauncing of 
the price of the monies of gold (from whence of neceſſitic proceedeth the abating of 
the filner mouies ;):the King doth not receine in, payment of his reuenues, ſuch a 
quantitie of gold and {iluer,as his predeceſſors. Inlike manner, Noblemen, and Gen- 
tlemen.that baue great revenues and incomes, doe net receiue ſuch a quantitie of gold 
and. ſiluer as-in times paſt,but are paicd (as the King is) in copper in liew of gold and 
filuer. For which copper,according tothe ſecond Paradox, they cannot haue ſomuch 
wares, as: they might haue-for the like quantitie of gold and filuer : ſo thar the loſſe 
which we have by the growing deere of all things commeth not by giuing more, but 
by receiuing lefſe quantitie of gold and filuer than before ; whereby we ſee manifeſtly 
thar.the more we do inhaunce the price of money,the more we loſe, | 

Monfenr Bodine, the famousand learned politiatin,tooke vpon him to make anſwere 
to thoſe two | (rtur's being of another opinion, and ſetteth downe other cauſes of 
the dearthof things,which are five in number,namely ; 

\.x . Theprincipall and almoſt onely cauſe : the aboundance of gold and filuer, now 
extant in the Kingdome more than in times paſt, | 

2 - The Monopoles. To ON. _ | 

3. Thewant of things cauſed by exceſhue Trage and waſt thereof, 

4 Theplcaſureof Princes that aduance the price bfthings, 

5 Thealteration of the Valuatipnof Monies., ... ... 

To proue the firſt caſe and. principall, be alleageth diuers examples : Plutarch and 
Pliny do witnefle,tnat Paulay «Emilia4 after the conqueſt of Macedon againſt the Per- 
ſians, did bring ſuch abundance of gald and filuer to Rome,that the people were ireed 


of all Impoſts, and the price of Lands aduanced vnto two third parts ſuddenly. The 


Emperour A»g#/##s brought ſuch great treaſure from Agypt, thar the price of viuxic 
did decreaſe, and lands became much deerer : and the like of Ieruſalem by the com- 
ming of the Queene of Candace : and inthe Veſt-Indies by the Spaniards conqueſt 
there : and hereunto he maketh a compariſon of thewant of monies in times paſt, for 
the paiment of the ranſome of Princes taken Priſoners in thoſe daies, and the meanes 


of the increaſe of wealth by the diſcouerie of the Weſt-Indies ; the propagation of King 1obzin 
and England,&e. 


the people in France, their trade for Turkic and Batbarie, their Banke at Lyons, 
other accidents. : - | 
Concerning the ſecond cauſe,of Monopolies,he doth paſſe ouer the ſame asa mat- 
ter not conſiderable, and doth limit Monopolies onely to the combination of Mer- 
chants and Artificers, in the ſetting of a price to commodities, or their handy worke, 
by augmenting their wages. ? 
Touching the third cauſe of thedearth of things, by the want or waſt of them, he 
obſerueth ſome eſpeciall things ; that corne and wine are better cheape during the 
time of warre,than peace: becauſe the Husbandman is driuen to ſell and tomake mo- 
ney of his wares, and the Gentleman finding the ſame periſhable, when the Merchane 
dare not lade his ſhips, doth abate the price of commodities, and maketh the people 
to liue good cheape ; which according to the Prouerbe ( France can neuer be famijhed) 
would alwaies conrinue, if by the meanes of the ſtranger their torehoules were not 
emptied, _ of 
Concerning the fourth cauſe of the pleaſure of Princes, impoſing a price vpon com- 
moditics which they doaffe& : Plato faith, That iris a generall rule in Stare matters, 
That Princes do not onely giue Lawes vnto their Subjects, but alſo by their example 
they doe change the manners of men: t6 which purpoſe hee doth vie the'example of 


their King Francs the firſt, who being hurr in the bead, cauſed his haire to becur off, The example 
of Pilnces, 
doth change 
the manner* 


namely, the ſaid great King Francs the firſt, Henry the eight King of England,and Pope of men, 


wherin the peopledid preſently imitate him: We haue ſeen(ſaith he)three greatPrin- 
ces ſtriving (as it were) who ſhould haue the moſt learned men and beſt artificers, 


Paul the third ; infomuch thar the King of England could neuer haue the learned nd 
rcueren 
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reuerend Fedz, and the French King, did pay 72000 Crownes fora Diamond, yather 
than King Henry ſhould haue had it, Hereupon preſently the people did givethem: 
ſeluesto ſtudie and to buy pretious ſtones, when the Nobilitie did imitate the King : 


Fl 


and when the King gaue ouer the ſame, the price of them was much abated, --/t-: - 
If any man ſhould here obje& (faith 249»ſicor Bodin) thar if things ſhould fill be- 
come deerer, partly through the waſte,and partly for the abundance of gold and filuer; 
noman ſhould be able to liue becauſe of the dearth of things. It is true, but the wars 
and calamities happening to a Common-wealth, doe ſtay the courſe of ir, as we: may 
note, that the Romans haue lived with ſcarſitie, and to ſpeake properly in want and 
miſerie almoſt fiue-hundreth yeares, when they had but copper'moneyes ofa pound 
weight, and without ſtampe: for their gold and filuer came vnto them in- one-hun- 
dreth and twentie yeares by the ſpoile of all the world, which was brought ro Rome 
by the Scipions, Paul Emilyus, MarinuSylla, Lucullus, Pompey, and Caſar, eſpecially by the 
two laſt : for Pompey did conquer fo much land, as made the reuenue of the Empite- to 
be eight millions and a halfe of Crownes. Ceſar notwithſtanding allþis prodigali- 
ties, brought to the treaſurie forty millions of Crownes, hauing giuen at one time 
vato Payl, Conſull, nine hundred thouſand Crownes to hold fGilence ; and vato Cerios, 
Tribune, 1509 thouſand Crownes tatake his part. Harke CAnthovie went further, 
as Plutarch and Appian haue written, for he gaue vato his armie for their ſeruice done, 
two hundred thouſand talents, being 120- millions of Crownes: ſo did CAMavias the 
Emperour to haue the good will of fortie Legions giue ten millions, whereby appea- 
reth great abundance of gold and filuerto hauebeene at Rome, bur it did nr laſt eyer: 
for in leſſe than three hundreth yeares the Parths;Goths, Hercules, Hongres,and other 
cruell Nations did overcome the Empire and a} Italie, and ouercame the Romanes, 
burned their Citie and tooke-the ſpoile of them. The like doth happen vnto all 
Common-weales to waxe and incteale by little and little,and roflouriſh for a time in 
wealth and power, and afterwardstogrow old and decline, vatill chey be vtterly ruina- 
ted and deſtroied, 9 
Touching the laſt cauſe of the dearthof rhingaby the alteration of money,be ſhew- 
eth how Monfieur Maleſtr0it hath miſtaken the matter inthe monies themſelues made 
within three hundreth yeares, For whereas he ſaith, That Saint Zews cauſed the firſt 
ſols to be coyned, worth tweluedeniers, whereof ſixty foure pieces went to the marke 
weight of eight ounces;and that in-?h/ip de Yalow his time,the Crowne of the Flower 
de Luce without number, and as good as the Crownes now, was valued but at twentie 
ſols, and thatafterwards King 704» cauſed the Frankes to be made of fine gold, which 
were but valued twentie fols, and thar the ſols of filuer was worth fiue of our fols : he 
doth not ſay of what weight and finenefle the monies were inthoſe dates, and in con- 
cluſfion he ſaith, That the price of things is not altered by the Valuation of monies. 

Bur if 2onſtenr Bodize (according tohis wiſedome and deepe judgement in other 
matters) had duely conſidered of theſe two Paradoxes, he would haue made a dire& 
anſwere thereunto before he would haue proceeded in his former diſcourſe. 

The firſt Paradox being conſidered with the ſecond, will ſhew a manifeſt contradi- 
aion or contrarietie : for the firſt doth conſiſt in giving of more gold and filuer 'for 
commodities now, than in times paſt, which he denieth : and the ſecond, in receiuing 
leſſle commodities for the gold and filuer now, than in times paſt, which he affirmeth , 
which both waics isto be taken innature of commutation, 

Now if we do not giue more quantitie of gold and filuer for commodities than in 
times paſt; how can we receiue leſſe commodities for the gold and filuer, and there- 
by receiuea loſſe,as inthe ſecond Paradox is alleaged * Does. | 

Againe,if we do receiue lefle quantitieof commodities for gold and filuer than in 
times paſt,according tothe ſecond Paradox,whereby we ſuſtaine a loſe; how can the 
firſt Paradox be true, That nothing is growne deere, for that we giue no more quanti- 
tie of gold and filuerthan in times ke 5 commodities and monies lying by this com- 
pariſon in an equall ballance ? - 
at 
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Bur let vs admit, that Monſieur AMaleſtroit had an intention, which he might have! 
expreſſed in few words, if hee had had the true ground, and vnderftood the matter he: 
went about,by prouing only that when moneys doalter in weight,or in fineneſſe,or in; 
raluation,or inall three, the price of rhings doth alter onely by denominationgif the 
valuation be made accordingly: yet enfieur Bodine had not made a good: interpre< 
tation of the ſaid Paradoxes;'and miſtooke the true ground of the matter.inqueRtion. 
rouching the prices of commodities, which hee compared within themfejues.in the: 
Realme of France, whereas the compariſon onghr tobe of the inhancing of the price 
of the commodities of one eountry,with the price of the commodities of other coun« 
tries,and therby find out, whether things are grown deer with vs or with them in effe &«: 


—————_—— 
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So that they borh-miſtaking;their grounds, we haveſhewed tathe ſaid: Treatiſe, That 
they(bauing loft 17/adz2 her line, wherwith they entred into the Jaborinth of monies 


andtheir properties before declared)arelike roaman who haning loſt his way among; 


the woods. theforther he goeth;the more heerreth from the rightway: 1. + 1 + 
To intreat therefore of commodities and money,tn the courie:af traffick betweene 
Kingdomes and Common. weales is not fufhicient:bitthe exchange of monies; being 
the publike meaſure between them mnſtbe regarded, as the principall and;ouerruling 
part thereof, 14 11 005.419 2017343000; £11.42 yonote off3,2601 55; 
For if a man ſhould frame a ſilisiſme-in' manner following, kee ſhall find theſame 
full of fallacies and mi(prifions,nay a very Dilemma. : ro nd 2 ei 
Nothing cauſerh Merhants roexpoxt-more money out of the Realme*than they 
bring in,but only.the bringing in of more commodities into theRealmthan they car. 
riedourt ; Cie; "> OTH tan Ti mncg ont on: 308-1677 26 
The vnderualuation of our moneys, cauſeth no more commoditics: to be brought 
i1ntothe Realme than is cartied our z ©:** | x CLY2L( 2010 By £39452 
Ergo, the vderualuationof our monies, cauſes not more mony.to be carmied;outos 


the realme than is brought in,as is declared in our laſt treatiſe tohindertheiinbapeing hee! 


of our monyes,which by the treatiſe of free trade(lately publiſhed) was ivſified vpon. 
Wedoalſo finde,that inthe yeare 1577, Monſieur Garrault one Of the Fratich Kings 
Councell did exhibit two Paradoxes cancerning moniies,which-eray (in'regerdof the 
former) ſeem more paradoxicall or ſtrange,not only:to the vulgar opitiion; duFaiforq 
the 1udgement of the wiſer. P13 7 3 I0 50i33 15115 59 rep 7727156 
The firſt is an afſertion, That moneys hane not changed their valuessls ©ln in lim s 3037 
The other, That by the iwhancine of the coyne,or the price of moneys #he price'of.commodi 
ties becommet Mbated and good cheap;and that by the reduttion and abatement of woneys enery 
thing becommeth dearer. __ \ 9:0i3 att; noted of {3 
And for as much,ſaith he,that the miatter of nioney is fall of. probleames, and may 
be diſputed on borh parts, his defire is, that ſome gentle ſpirit might-bee-ſkirred yp to 
diſcourſe of the reaſons which may bealleadged. 0 odio yhot/ 
Touching the firſt, hat the valne of moneys 1s not changed, (omitting toſpeak of: the 
Cicleof the Hebrewes, the Staters of the Perſians and Greeks,and the As or Deniex. 
of the Romans,)he ſaith, That K. Lew xx did reduee the diſorder of, moneystotheir 
former eſtate of K. Saint Lewis, when the Denier of gold was eſteemed (inweight) to 
12 Deniers of ſilver, which is properly tobe called the proportion betweene the gold 
and filuer heretofore noted : and hereupon he ſhewes how the ſaid proportion hath bin 
altered ; yet ſo, that the ſiluer was alwaies made correfpondent, tothe gold,and when 
the gold either in the markeweightof 8 ounces, was inhanced, and conſequently.ia 
the peecesor coins;the filuer was likewiſe inhanced proportionably,oberuing the ſaid 
I 2 to r'or ſometimes thereabouts, either alittle over or vnder;and this canſed him' ta 
ſay, That moneys had not changed their values,it being onely a compariſon made he- 
tween thegoldand filuer,which is by weight, and not by valuationto be applyeg.vato 
every peeceof coyne;, eſpecially tothe Freneh Crowne of the Floure-de-luce or Sunz 
and the piece of fikuer called Douzaine alludingto the ſaid 1 1 to 1,and the applicati- 
on thereof vnto the price of commodities is more ab{urd. The weight of 12 of filuer 


to 1 of gold makerh not the valuation of the marke weight of goldand filuer, may 
Tr | elle 
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lefſe the valoation of the peeces coyned of the ſaid marke, whereby we ſee how one Gi- 
KinRion is able to diſpell and diſperſe the foggie myſteries of deceitfull fallacies, as 
the Sundriues away the winde and the clouds, heretofore by me obferued. 

- Concerning the ſecond Paradox;he ſairh;that many are of opinion,that the inhan- 


: cing and augmentation of the price of moneys engendreth a deernefſe of all things, 


EA good ebſcr- 


vation to be 


quia ſuntpraciareram: And that cucn as, pro imminutione que'in eſtimitione ſolidi fortetra- 
Gatur omnium quoque precia rerum decreſcere oportet part ratione,fi quod trattatur ancremen- 
tum quoque & previa rerum treſcere aebent, Which opinion(aith he)is grounded on the 
politicke rule, That-the value of moneys giueth eſtimation vntoallthings, which is 
not ordinarily obſerued : for Princes and Magiftrats are many times conſtrained toen- 
dure the incommodities of the time, by their prudence andvnderftariding ; fo that all 
lawes are not obſerued;by conſequence following each other, whereby-it commeth ro 
paſle, that the price of wares totlowerhnot theptice of monies; but'the common'cu- 
ſtome;for money was made tono'orher end, but ro-matnrain and continue the trade of 
merchandize,by means&wherof che commodities and neceffaries arebtought fromone 
place toanother toaucid the amienr painetu}l and troubleſome permutation : which 
trafickeistwo- fold;namely, within-the Realme, and in forreine countries : within the 
Realme the money is more commodious than neceſſarie, but forthe ſtranger moſt ne- 
ccflary,and thereforemuſt be of afine ſubſtance, as gold and filuer, robe incloſed ina 
{mall room,to tranſport great matters from one place to another:and if we will meerly 
confidervf*this ſubſtance and cffe& of ſtrange negoriation,we ſhall find nothing bur 
a maxked permutation of one thing for ſome certaine quantity of gold or ſiluer:for he 
that traffacketh in forreine countries hath nor ſuch regard to the value impoſed vpon 
money,astothe intrinfique goodneſſe which giueth the value, and hath the ſame fun- 


ion in other places,according to which inward goodneſle, he ſettetha price vntohis 


9.57 commodities, tonakethercof the like quantitic of goſdariluer as he bath laied out 
+» -.., onerandaboue-hischarges and profit, ſothar the monies remaining ſtable and-firme, 


the price of VVares and Merchandifes remaineth certaine withour any augmentation, 
ro ſhew Tharthereis no inbauncing of che price; becauſe of the augmentation of the 
price of monies; whiok'will makevs hereafter to ſee the good cheapneſle of all things 
(as heſtith)for herhdarTauſerh ſome forrein commodities cocome within the realme, 
knowing the alteration of the price of monies, according to the vnbridled will of the 


1:4.90” people,will make the'priceot his commodities accordingly. And this the ſaid Hor- 


The power of 
- money tranl- 
ferred to the 
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MOncy, 


ſreeirGarraultdoth declare by examples of veluers and other commodities, and there- 
fore be is'of opinion;that monies-:inhanced ſhould be reduced again roGheirprice,and 
that all debts made before that time ſhould be ſatisfied 4 /equipolent, according to the 
rate, vt peinniarinms' us & eadem fit ſeper poteſtas, & perpetua eſtimatione difficultatibas 
permutationin aqualitatequantiiatts ſubveniat,e7c. 

Many other reaſons (concurring with the former)are by him alledged,which I omit, 
becaule the whole foiindation of the ſaid Paradox, is meerely an abuſe of the people, 
as himſelfe hath noted, admitting alſo the tranſportation of money, and finally con- 
fefing the inhauncing of the price of monies,and conſequently the ſale of commodi- 
ties accordingly. All which is far from the preſent courſe of rrafficke,when the courie 
of exchange is not conſidered withall,as ſhall be declared. True it is,as the Civilians 
ſay,cohecrnhing contrafts of commodities ſold before the inhauncing of monies, that 
valor monete conflderandus & inſpiciendus eft a tempore contrati us 103 antem a tempore ſoluti= 
9145 : but this not being obſerued was the cauſe that many Merchants agree to pay for 
commodities in currant money for merchandiſe, others that ſell commodities agree 
tobe payed in ſpecies of ſo many Ducats, Dollers, French Crownes, or other coynes, 
which is of late yeares eſtabliſhed ro prevent the inhauncing of coyne, and yet it 
cannot he ſofficient ro prevent the ſaid 'incertaintie of the price of commodities. 
If the Standards of the ſayd moneyes were by allay of copper altered, much leſle 
would the aduice given that Merchants accounts ſhould no more bee kept in 1:- 
vers and ſoulz, bur in French Crownes to hinder the inbancing of UL RR 1n 
Tuf ſome 
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ſome countries is ſecretly praiſed to be done of meere policie, when by publikeau- 
thoritie ic is forbidden,and might be efteed,as within the realmes of England, Scot- 
tand,and Ireland,and other his Majeſties dominions, where the monies are not inhan- 
cedbetweene man and man, and remaine currant according totheir price, vntill the 
Kings authoritie do alter the valuation by Proclamation, albeit by exchange it is not 
ſo; and therefore according to my third Paradox we ſhall finde, | 
That the imaginarie monies in exchange do ouerrule the ſubſtantiall monies in ſpecie : For 
the Merchants valuation of monies in exchange doth ouerrule the Kings valuation of 
monies within the realme. For when the King hath valued the ſhilling peeceattwelue 
pence, Merchants vndervalue the ſame in Exchange at 11-4, and 11 4, not onely in 
the price of exchange, bur alſo receiving beyond the ſeas the inhanced monies aboue 
cheirvalues, and not valuing of chem in exchange accordingly, as before hath beene 
obſerned concerning the valuation of Monies and the imaginarie coines, or rather 
monies,whereupon exchatigesare made for ſo many ſeuerall places. | 
The late Earle of Donfermelling(Lord Chancellor of Scotland) did propound vn- 
to the Kings Majeſtic inthe yeare 1610, a certaine propoſition touching the inhaun- 
cing of gold, his lordſhip being of anexcellent judgement in mint affaires, That the 
French crowne of the Sunne which went neuer in England.(rovſe his owne phraſe) all 
Queene £1:Zaberhs time, aboue fix ſhillings Engliſh money, went now for ſeuen ſhil- 
lings and three pence, and that the Eugliſh double ſoucraigne of twentie ſhillings 
went if France for eleuen francq, or twentie two ſhillings, and that: both waies there 
had beene noalteration inthe ſtandard. VVhereupon he did demand,in writing,whar 
was the cauſe of the ſaid difference or alteration, if this proceed (ſaid he) from the 


goodnefle of the gold, that it is better in- fineſſe and allay, or in weight, or from the 


weakeneſſe of rhe ſiluer, that it be worſe than it was either in finefle and allay, or in 
weight 2 then is the cauſe intrinſicke and ſubſtantiall,and may be eaſily conſidered 
and reſolued, if it be good or euill,to be intertained, maintained,and ſet forward, or re- 
je&ed,and Raied from all further courſe : ifthere be any other cauſe or reaſon, it muſt 
of force be extrinſicke and accidentall,-letthe fame be ſearched our : if it be good to 
the Prince andeftates weale and commoditie, it ſhould be aflifted and continued : if 
itbetried euill, proceeding from the policie and craft of trades-men tending onely 
to private gaine and commoditie, prejudicial tothe Prince and State tobe gaineſtood 
and expelled. This proportion being ſent vnto me by a great perſonage then in high 
place,was made plaine by demonſtration, to proceed of an accidentall cauſe by aduan- 
cing the valuation of gold partly in England, when Crowne gold was valued from 
fiftie flue ſhillings the ounce to three pound, and pattly in France,when they did ad- 
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Donfermde! hy 
ling, 


uance the French Crowne 7» ſpecie five ſouls ; aduiſing therewithall that to remedie 


the ſame, it was not to be done by inhancing of our gold ftill more & more;but in the 
price of Exchange betweene France and vs, otherwiſe we ſhould vndervalue too much 
the ſilyer of the Realme to our exceeding loſſe, ſhewing withall how eaſily this might 
bedone, without alteration of the proportion obſerued betweene gold and filuer for 
moſt places, But the contrary was apptoned, and Crowne gold was more inhanced to 
ſixtie ſix ſhillings the ounce, by two feuerall Proclamations, which hath proned the 
lofle of our Silver in bullion or weightic coyne; dayly breeding'greater inconuenien- 
c&s by the want of our monies,which by reaſon of the vndervaluation in exchange, and 
not by vndervaluation 7# ſþerie, are continually exported, none imported but ditterted 
(by gaine) for other places, as hath beene declared. All which commeth to-pafle for 
want of true judgetnent and experience in mintaffaires, with the conſideration of the 
ſaid Eſfenttall parts of trafficke ſoofren mentioned, whereof T hope(that in generall 
meetings for the publike) more regard will be had, tothe end it be not recorded of vs, 
as it bath beene of ſome Parlements in France, that z popali republic ſemtentie nume- 
rantur,non ponderantur : and then we ſhall be ſaid rovnderſtand the Par, by right diſtin: 
tion betFecnerheaRiueand paſſive, ond: O07 OEEMCIOUIIC TT 

Ariſtotle ſaith, that Action and Paſſion are meerely Relariues,and that they diffet 
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diſcerne therefore the one from the other,and we ſhall finde that as the Liuer (Money) 
miniſtreth ſpirits to the Heart (Commodities) and the Heart tothe Braine (Exchange) 
ſo doth the Braine ( Exchange) miniſter to the whole Xcrecoſme, or the whole Bodie 
of trafficke, Let the Heart therefore by the Liver, receiue his tintured Chilus by his 
owne Mouth and Stomacke, and the Bloud (full of Spirits) ſhall fill all che Veines, 
and ſupply the want of monies, the eafie courſe and recourſe of whoſe Exchange ſhall 
{ Twocourſes' bring all things in tune, and ſerue all mens turnes, Foreuen as there are twocourſes 
| RN ERnge. obſerued of the Sun,the one annuall,and the other by dayly declination riſing and go- 
\ courſesof the ing vnder within. the Zcliptiqueline, even ſo muſt we obſerue in Exchange two cour- 
Sunnc.. 8 ſes,theoneaccording to Par pro par; or value for value, the other rifing or falling from 
timetotime;as hath beene ſufficiently declared : whereof the ſaid Ariſtotle, Seneca,nor 
Cicero,nor any other Philoſopher or Orator could take notice in the infancie of trade, 
Exchange not being then inuented , neither dowe finde that any Temporall or Ci- 
uile Lawyer hath entred into this important ſtudie, for the welfare of Kingdomes and 

| Common-weales (by the rule of Equalitie and Equitie) hitherto. 
To conclude therefore this Paradoxicall diſcourſe, I cannot omit todo the ſame, 


with another Paradox by me obſcrued, in the making of moneys of gold and filuer, 
namely ; 


: a; 
Vonoiitied. Si SG dbosc cw 


A very ſtrange That a man may commixe Bullion to make a certaine- ſtandard of monies, either of 
Paradox, - gold and filuer, and after the commixture made, ſhall alter the ſtandard and make 
the ſame better or worſe, without putting any allay or ſiluer and gold vnto ir. 


Thar is to ſay,I will melt downe eleven ounces and two penny weight of fine filuer, 
and eighteene penny weight of copper, both one pound Troy of twelue ounces in 
weight, making the ſterling ſtandard, and yet my monies made thereof ſhall be but 
ten ounces fine. In like manner I will mt downe ten ounces of filuer, and two oun- 
ces of copper and more to make a ſtandard of ten ounces fine,and yet my monies made 
thereof ſhall be eleuenounces fine, or ſterling, 

| Tovnderſtand this myſterie or;Paradox,we are to note that in the making of a ſtan- 
dard of moneys, three things muſt concurre and haue anequalitie proportioned vpon 
the pound weight of twelue ounces Troy,namely, Finenefle, Allay,and Weight of the 
peeces made out of apound, which is the ground worke of the ſubrile afſay;according 
towhichall Aſſaymaſters make their calculation by the marke of eight ounces, or the 
pound of twelue ounces,making one marke and one halfe. 
Suppoſe now that (as-in ancient time of King Edward the third) one pound weight 
being diuded into twelue ounces, every ounce was diuided into twentie pieces, or 1s 
now diuided ints fixtie peeces, or three pound making fixtic ſhillings, which then 
made but.twentie, and that theſe twentie pieces or fixtie ſhillings were diminiſhed 
by the ſheyre, and there-is made twentie two picces, in regard of the twentie or fixtie 
ſix pieces, in the liew of (ixtie pieces, which is ten in the hundreth that the ſaid pieces 
are lighterthan before, conſidering peece by pecce : Now an Aﬀaymaſter receiued 
. one of theſe peeces tomake an aſſay. thereof in manner by vs declared (in the Second 
Part of this Booke, in the ſeuenth Chapter of the aſſayes of Bullion and Monies) and 
hauing weighed the ſame, he calculateth how many of theſe peeces do make or weigh 
one pound, and he figderh twentietwo or fixtic fix pieces or thereabouts, becauſe of 
the vneuenneſle of the ſheyre, which being tried, he makerh report of the fineneſle ac- 
cordingly :ſo thatwanting in regard of the pound, tenne inthe hundreth by weight, 
there muſt needs be wanting ſo much in fineneſſe,and ſocleuen ounces molten downe, 
is found to be þut ten ounces fine: and in like manner, &c, Allwhich in matter of 
exchange canbe confidered of and preuented as it ſhall pleaſe the Kings Majeſtie,and 


. 


wiblog and his Highneſſe priuie Councell. . SI 11) oth en ndnnt ee 

flowing ofwas The predominant Power of exchange riſing and falling in price, may be gomparcd 
xcrs, compared tO theebbing and Rowing of the Seas, whereof no reaſon! can be rendred, albeitwee 
ike 4 find the courſe thereof toconcurre with the increaſe and decreaſe of the Moone,which 
Exchange, ey Re ee ee Lu es Bois Hae Res borroweth 
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borroweth her light from the Sanne, whereunto wee may attribute a naturall Primnm 
Mobile of mouing. - 

This motion is not {o perceptible in the maine Ocean ſeas, as viſible in the riuers, 
ſtreames and branches thereof. Euen ſo in the ſeas of exchanges,weare toaſcribe the 
firſt motion of riſing and falling inthe price of exchange vnto the Bankers, albeit the 
operation of it be not ſoapparant inthoſe maihe exchanges, as vpon the bankes of the 
courſe of trafticke by commodities and monies (fubje& to inundation)in the particu- 
lar exchanges of ſome countries, which run into the maine occan of exchanges; as4 
riveror branch of the ſame. | 

As this ebbing and flowing is aggrauated by accitentall cauſes of raine, ſnow, and 
the like by the alteration of weather : ſo doth the riſing and falling of exchange, in- 
creaſe and decreaſeby the alteration of State affaires betweene contending Princes, 
according to the vſe of monies. And euen as the ſeas ate girt in by Gods commance- 
ment, that they cannot overflow the maine bankes of. the earth; ſo the courſe of the 
riſing andWalling of exchange in price, may be girt 1n by the Kings commandement, 
that it ſhall not overflow the courſe or bankes of trafficke to the inundation of our 
home commodities and monies. & 1 

This Simile putterh me in minde to remember the Poeticall fixion of rhe ſerpent 
Hidras with many heads, whereof one being cut off by Hercules, forthwith another did 
appeare, alluding therein to the river Nilus which had many branches, whereof the 
one being ſtopt in one place,cauſed another to ouerflow in another place, augmenting 
Hercules Labours, being therein like vnskilfull Phyſitians, which (to cure a diſcaſe) 
do many times caſt the body intoa more dangerous fickeneſſe: whereas the learned 

Phyfirian will finde an cafie cure, knowing theefficietit cauſe of the diſeaſe, without 
which tconceited remedies are but meere ſhifts and extremities. - *' ! 

Ariſtophanuc hath painted forth the agonie af an aged-man,altogether ſhipwracked 
by vſurie,who thinking to have found out the way to be eaſed of his ſlauerie, didipro- 
pound vnito Socrates this demand, That if he ſhould ('by the inchantment of awitch of 
Thefſalia) ferch the Moone out of heauen,and bring itaway,and afterwards incloſe it 
1n acaſe of glaſle, and ſo keepe, as if he would keepea fly in a boxe + Socrates deman- 


ding, what good that would do him ? he anſivered, if:the Moone dofheuer riſe againe, . 


I being conſtrained to pay money by the new Mooneſhall be freed from thar trouble. 
A ſtrange ſhift that this poore man was drinen' veto (apprebending a'fhadow for a 
rcaſon) to plucke by violence the: Mooneoutof heauerffor his helpe, forin'truch' the 
witch did her beſi,and begun ro.charme the'Mooti, which when rhe vſuror vnderſtood, 
did put him in ſuch apelting:chafe/as was wonderfull 'to behold, for accuſing this 
poore matiof enchantment. At laſt he went himſelfe roanotherwitch, not onely-f& 
keepe the Moone from comming'out-of heauen,buralſoto haſtenthe courſe of her fa- 
ſter,torecouer his vſurie the ſooner, Good God what a trouble was the Moone put vn- 
to betweene theſe two witches >'Whar ſtotthes and*tempeſisdid arife > What horri- 
riblewinde did blow > Whar great raine did'fall > Whatfloudsenſued cuery where 7 
So that countries were almoſt drowned, andivnder water-itr many places. . 
The moralfof theſe Metaphors, concurrimgwith our former comparifon, doth not 
onely ſhew vnto vs the operation and conjuhQion betweene the Moone and Warers, 
but alſo the folly of vaine conceited remedies. | | ES _ | 
The propounded remedy: therefore for reformation of the abuſe of exchanges, is 
grounded vpon the rule of Equalitie and Equitie,whoſe Antithera are inequality and 
iniquitie, which euery man ought to ſupprefſe:Equalitie is amiable and accompanied 
with caſe and facilitie, but inequalitic is hatedand aſſociated with trouble and difh- 
cultie. The difference whereof 1s like this Geometricall Axiome, in commendation of 
the inuentionofround wheels to draw and carry loads with a ſmall firength. Ci7culws 
tangit planum vnico punits : For if the wheeles ſhould haue beene made {quare,or inany 
other polyangle and proportion, fortie horſes would not ſo eaſily draw them being la- 
den, as twodoth now with ſpeed and eaſe : what eaſier thing can there be, than to ſet 


and command a price in exchange to be obſerued according tothe value and equalitic : 
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\Amoſtcaſic of monies domeſticall and forrein;and to ler all Merchants exchange one with another 
=—_— by Bills of exchanges as they now do,and can agree amongſt themſelues, but never vn- 
4 der that price ſeeing it 1 againſt all reaſon,nature,and policie tovndervalue the Kings 
money by exchange, and all the commodities accordingly to the incredible loſſe of 
the Realme. Will not this be as caſic ro be done, as we ſeethe rudder of a ſhipdoth 
gouerne the greateſt carracke or veſſel], being but a ſmall piece of timber faſtened vp- 
onthe paralcll of the keele of the ſhip, whereby it is direRed according toall the va- 
riations of the Compaſſe as we haue ſaid elſewhere ? 

Let the pra&iſe hereof aflure vs, and we ſhall not necd to ſeeke the golden Fleece in 
Colchos, which we haue within our owne Iſland of Great Brizan;a, our feeble pulſes 
will be felt, wheg our hammers ſhall beate in the Mint, for monies and bullion, are (to 
the State) a ſecond life. 
| Hedgemints Ifany Hedgmint(for ſodo the States of the Vnited Prouinces of the Netherlands 
what they be, call the Mints of pettie Lords, which by talſificd ftandards doe imitate to coine the 

money of other Princes) ſhould ſeeke to maintaine inequalitie,all their imdginations 
will proue to be but chymeraes and totes : for itwill be caſter for the King toalter the 
price of this equalitie of exchange accordingly, than it is fora Miller to turne his 

Mill to grinde his corne with all windes ; infomuch that when it ſhall be once eſta- 
bliſhed and knowne, there will not want ſome backbiter or Hommu: to make little 
eſtimation of this Columbus voyage ro the rich 1n4ias, and goe about to diſgrace this 
great ſeruice'to the King and Commonwealth, for they ſhall be able to ſeran egge on 
theend (by way of imitation) as others did when they ſaw it done before. 

'Prerogatiue By theſe meanes ſhall the ancient Office of the Kings Royall Exchanger be fup- 
| Royalltolet lied, and it is one of the greateſt prerogatives the King hath to ſer downe aprice on 
is his owne coyne, and thereby.to giue a certaine meaſure to buy and ſell, which is b 
F. the Merchants exchange and conniuence of tolleration by forreine States abridged, 

and ina manner fruſtrated : and it imports the King more to reforme this exchange, 
than any other Prince;becauſe God hath ſo bleſſed England, that no Nation in Chri- 
ſtendome trafficketh ſo much. in bulke of Staple commodities as this Realme, which 
Boters (though altogether Spaniſh in times paſt, and no friend to England) confeſ> 
| 4nx584; ſeth thattwo yeares beforethetaking of Antuerpe,all the wares of Chriſtendome be. 
| _ * Ingvaluedand ſummed (by the officers of that Citie) which were vented there in one 
yeare (the whole being diuided into fix parts) the Engliſh amounted to foure parts 
| thereof ; which is the cauſealſo that England hath the head of exchange,which is our 
Baſisand foundationof our twentie ſhillings ſterling, whereupon moſt exchanges are 
made, and this head may command the members and parts of the body moreconueni- . 
ently by the Kings. commandement, as before hath beene declared. 
-  Thaveinthis Chapter thought convenient ro remember this important matter 
_  againe,withavarietie of ſtile to revive. and recreate the ſpirit of the 
Reatter, to the end (all the premiſſes) may in his apprehen- 
{ion and conceit giue moredelighr and pleaſure | 
cuen to naturall mother wit,whaſe 
© commendation may not 
be omitted, Tone) 
ny 
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Cunapr., 1X. 
The due commendation of naturall «Mother Wit. 


Br gs 21 Or as muchas all humane ations being fallen from perfe&tionto 

NR N ImperfeRion, are to aſcend againe from imperfe&tion to ſome 
{& | meaſure of pertetion ; Naturall Mother Wir cafting her cies 
ths backe, Per varies caſus, per tot diſcrimina rerum, challengeth the pte- 


foundation was laied by me amongſt the heathens and valearned creatures of Ameri. 
ca, and other countries,to demonſtrate numbers by fingers and toes,telling two, three, 
foure,and fo to ren,thenten and one, and ten and two, and fo forth,ſtill making ſignes 
as they ſpeake, and when they will reckon twentie, they will hold downe both their 
hands to their feer, ſhewing all their fingers ahd toes, and as the number is greater, ſo 
will they double and augment the ſigne, obſeruing the ſame by a little bundle of 
ſtickes laied or tied together,and ſeparated aſunder,obſeruing theteby their paiments 
and promiſes,accordittg to Number, Weight, and meaſure. This is that accounting 
by ſcores yer vſed, whereof their Arithmaticke gaue denomination before any of the 
ſaid Arts were inuented; and this is properly to be attributed vnto mie 4b TE. For 
I haue nored,that in things created and ingendred the Elements are numbred, propor- 
tionared, and weighed, which is the cauſe of the diverfitieof og exiſtant of Mat- 
ter, Forme, and Depriuation, whereof euen the letters (todeſcribe them) are num- 
bred,and the figures of the leaues of herbes and plants dodeclare their vertues. Vpon 


this ground of Naturall Arithmaticke is Geometrie builded : for the proportions of Gymevice; © | 


all 
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all meaſures drawne from vnitie,whichis the fountaine of numbers, whereby meaſures 
| are deſcribed, before the art of it was invented, Is it not my only and firſt obſervation 
Muſice, that Muſick was praQtifed by the ſound of the hammers of T#ba/cay»vpon the-Anuile, 
| whereby ſo many and ſundry muſicall inſtruments have bin deviſed > Laſtlyfor Arts 
| 4frologis FLiberall, Is not Aſtrologie obſerned by the Wit of the Zgiptians in many hundreth 
Y yeres,whereby they haue found our the courle of the Heauens and Stars,with their di- 
ſtances and dimenſions,explained by Arithmeticke and Geometry, whence the Inch, 
Thumbe, Finger, Palme, Hand, Cubir, Frace, Boot, Pace, and all other meaſures and 
proportions hauvebeene deriued > The little infant not three yeares.o1d wastaughtby 
meto diſcerne his portion, ineating pottage with the pig, ſaying, take a ſpoone pig, 
whenthe ſlabbering of the pig.carried away the bigger part, for I did note before £«- 
clide,thar the whole is bigger than his part, which diuided intoequall parts areal alike. 
: Youthar are paſſing by, ſtay and pauſe a while, looke vpon NaturallMother Wir, 
that hath obſerued the beginnings, progrefle,continuance, and end of all things,wher- 
in I do ſupply and diſguiſe many defedts and deformities both'in the mindeand body 
of man : and when there is found by me abilitie of Nature, then Art giveth facilt- 
A Maximein tie, 4s a Maxime in Phyſicke I found, that contraria contrarys curantur, andthat the 
Phyſickes 'franticke man is excepted ouit of this rule, for he muſt be fed in his bumerous diſeaſe ; 
for he that did imagine that he was dead, and therefore forbeare'to cate, was made be- 
leeue(by the fight of counterfeit dead men eating)that dead men did categwhereby he 
fell to his viuals and ſaued his life,and at laſt was cured, Le 
| Maſter Verho- I made the deafe Muſitian of Bridges to vnderftand all menin 3 ſeuerall languages, 
ven, only by obſeruing the motiqq of the lips without hearing of any voice or ſound atall. 
19%, It was I that made theblind man in Antuerpe to make (ina darke place)rare woo- 
den trumpets of excellent ſound, and carved images of his owne inuention, as alſob 
the imitation of other pictures, only by the ſence of feeling : and vnto me belonger 
the inuentionof ſpeacles, proſpectiues, and other preſeruatiues of fight, and reme- 
dies for all the other ſenſes. Fe: Er 
It was 1,that(by organes of the mouth, being touched bya ſtieke held vpon thevir- 
ginalls, and reſting vpon the teeth) cauſed the deafe Muſitian to teach mens children 
co play vpon them, whereby he got his liuing. 5 | 
1 did teach the maiden to ſow and write with her feet, when both her hands were 
lame and impotent, And vnto others I did ſhew meanes to cure lameneſle, giuing 
ſtrength tothe ſinowes, onely by rubbing and conduGting the bloud into the veines, 
Thenaturall by a warme hand, without Art ; for I did obſeruc that in the Microcoſme, or the little 
_ the world of mans body,there are divers naturall cures and remedies,namely, 
"_ The ſpittle difſolued into water,and poured intothe eare cures deafenes, takes away 
itching or ebulirion of the bloud, and clenſerh inuetorated wounds and (cratchings. 
The ſweat of the feet by ſmelling cureth the palſie. 
The care waxe annointed inthe noſthrils,comforteth rhe ſmelling. 
The vrine laid on with browne paper,aſſwageth the paine of the gout, 
The excrement laid on,qualifieth the immoderate heate of the body. 
 Thepairing of the nailes taketh away the drow fineſſe of rhe braine. 
The fleagmediflolued openeth the conduit pipes : The coldnefle of the hands ap- 
plied to the head taketh away the dolour of the braine, and many other obſeruations 
may be vſed in lieuof other remedies. | 2 
Katurall witty = The judgement which Selomon gaue betweehe the tiwowomen which were ſtriving 
indgements ..” for the childe, vpon the diuiding and partition of it; did it not proceed of Motherly 
Wit by naturall reaſon ? | 
Alphonſus King of Naples (vpon a deniall that a father made who would not ac- 
knowledge his fonne becauſe of ſome private quarrell) was aduiſed by me to com- 
mand the ſonne tobe ſould for a ſlaue,and then Naturecould not faile to ſhew her ope- 
ration : which in like manner cauſed Claudius the Emperour ro command a malitious 
mother to marry her ſonne (denied by her) who rather than to doe the ſame, did ac- 
knowledge and confeſſe him tobe her ſonne. | 


Naturall 
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Naturall wit made the Bees to diſcern the naturall floures from the artificial floure, 


although the ſame was made of wax,and did retainethe ſmell and {weetneſſe of hony, 
And I hauc obſerued rhe natural & violent paſſionof the loue of parents to their chil- 
dren ; inſomuch that not many yeares fince, a farther thinking to-haue beaten his ſon, 
receiued a mortall wound at his ſons hands, being thruſt in with a [word chrough the 


belly,did not ceaſe to cry vntill death, that his ſonne ſhould fly, thereby to eſcape the - 


puniſhment of juſtice. Infinite are my experiments in nature, before Artwas ; but 
reli me Art, canſt thou make any thing but of things already made,putting a diſtin& 
determination berweene things fgr the better vnderſtanding'? Whereunto Art reply- 
ing faid and plainly conteſfed,that ſhe could do no more without mother Wit; than 
an Artizan or crafts-man can do without materials and rooles in-matter of his profeſ- 
fion and occupation. And hereupon did mother Vit conclude,nor only to have the 
precedencie of Arr, but alſo to beeableto controlle Art, without either Logicke or 
Rhecoricke. EF 
The country Coridop having a ſcholler to his fon,detnanded of him what rare thitigs 
and exceeding his ordinarie knowledge,hee had learned (whileſt they werear dinner) 
the ſonne ſeeing two roſted chickens 1n a diſh, told his father that he could make him 
belecue thar theſe two Chickens were three ; which was admirable both to his father 


Naturall Los 
picks, 


and all his gueſts, The fon being thereby inflamed, ſaid, Look fir,here is one, pointing * 


at the chick<n,and here is two, pointing at the other chicken,and no man can deny bur 
that one and twoare three, But Cori/aovs wit did proue aRtiue,forhe gave his wife one 
chicken,and tooke the other chicken to himſelfe, and willed his ſon to take the third 
for his learning, if he could finde it,whereby Art was controlled. 
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Crap! xx, 
Of the antient gowernment of the Staple. 


22 He precedent ſhort commendation of mother Vit miniſtreth an 
7 occa(ion to enter 1nto a retrograde conſideration, how the courſe 
Be Of trade was managed heretofore ; remembring in this particular 
2 the proucrbiall ſpeech, Ni now: ſub Celo;therather for\that ſoma- 
ly good Acts of Parliament have beene made long ſince concer- 
( 6) Fe / ning rhe ſamegwhenthe Staple of our Commodities did flouriſh, 
BLSEVE A both hete & beyond the ſeas,inthe time of King Z4v. the third. 
And hauing of late publiſhed ten cauſesof the decay of trade, it may be thought con- 
uenient to examin the ſame vpon the ſaid points... | Ws 

x Thevnder-valuationof our monies by Bils of exchange,and the ouer-valuation 
conſequently of forrein coine vnto vs,which is the efficient cauſe of the wantot mony 
in England. ;- Yo | 
hey ſurie politique practiſed by many,and abandoning Trade. 
The litigious ſuits in Law,to the hinderance of Trade. 
The negleRing ofthe fiſhing trade, preoccupied by other nations. 
The endraping of Wooll in other countries, of late muchencreafed; 
"The policies of Merchants of ſeuerall Societies. | ot 
\. The falſe making of cloth and other manufaQures.. .. 
The exportationof the materials of Wools, Voolfels,&c. | 
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| The begin. 
ning of the 
Staple, 


The ancient 
free Trade, 


9 Thewarsof Chriſtendome,Pyrats,and Bankrupts. 
io Theimmoderat vſe of forrein commodities within the Realme. 
But before we come to this examination let vs obſerue the beginning of the Staple 
and their priuiledges inthe gouernment thereof. PS 
The moſt antient foundation of Merchants and merchandiſing within this,King- 
dome, both for trade and gouernment, had by continuance of time before King Henrie 
the third did obtaine the name of Staple; the commodities of the realme,as Woolls, 
Leather, Wooltels, Lead, Tinne, Butter, Cheeſe, Cloathes, and other Commodities, 
were called Staple Merchandiſe, The Ports from _—o the ſaid commodities were 
to be tranſported, were called Staple Ports, as London, Weſtminſter, Hull, Boy ſton; 
Briſtoll, Southampton, New-Caſtle,and other places. The places of refidence of theſe 
Merchants, both within this land and beyond the ſeas, were called the Staples. The 
Lawes and ordinances made by the ſaid Merchants were called Staple Lawes. Vnder 
their gouernment (conſiſting of a Maior,two Conſtables,and other officers) hath the 
trade ofthis Kingdome time out of minde flouriſhed, tothe great enriching of the 
Kingsand Kingdomes : and it hath been ſupported and affiſted by the wiſedom of the 
Stare in all ages, as may appeare by the ſeuerall As of Parlement made for that pur- 
poſe in the times of Henry the thifd, Edward the third, Richard the ſecond, Henry 4, Henry 


» the fift, Henry the ſixt,and King Henry the ſeuenth, So that comprehending the Mer- 


chants Aduenturers Societie with them, which began in the ſaid time of King Henrie 
the ſeventh, it is aboue 4oo yeares ſtanding, that the Societie hath bin, as we haue no. 
ted. For by the prouidence of all thoſe Princes, the Staple trade was from time to 
time eftabliſhed,and eſpecially by King Zaw.the third gnwhoſe reign a great number 
of memorable Lawes were made for the purpoſe,appointing the ſaid officers and their 
fees,to prevent extortion ; and all the Kings ſubie&s that would bring their goods to 
the ſtaple and trade,according to the Lawes and ofdinances thereof, were admitted to 
be Merchants. Such was the free trade of chis kingdome in thoſe daies, wherein the 
ſybje&s ofall ſorts vpon all occaſions might freely participate vnder government. 

Artheſe Staples were the Kings Cuſtomes duly colleRed,andby the officers ofthe 
Staple, at two ſeuerall times, payd into the Kings Exchequer, and by their gouerne- 
ment were many inconueniences preuented, whereby the former cauſes of the decay 
of Trade were either moderated of reformed ; namely, 

I The monies of the Realme were required to be anſwered in true exchange, ac- 
cording to their intrinſique value,and their Dollar or other forrein coine was by the 
Maior and conſtables valued accordingly; for there was no merchandiſing exchange 
vſed, neither were Bankers knowne : and whenthere wanted mony in the Kingdome,or 
was like to want, order was taken by them to import Bullion,either the + or the = part 
of the value of Commodities exported. The debts between Merchants were transfer. 
red or ſet ouer by Bills to be regiſtred before the Maior or Conſtable, which was cur- 
rant without the ſtri& proceedings of our Common Law. And thelike may be done 
now by a Regiſter authoriſed by his Majefties Letters patents. 

2 In thoſedaies Vſurie was accounted to be an abominable thing, for it was not 
vſed by any courſe politique : but ſeeing it is now ſogenerall in all countries, the beſt 
remedie to abate the ſame in price,is to procure plentie of money within the Realme 
by the means before mentioned, which will be more effeQuall of courſe,thanany law 
thatwill be deuiſed for the maderation thereof. bk —1 

3 Toauoid thelitigious ſuits in Law, the ſaid Maior and Conſtables of the Sta- 
ple had authoritie, trodetermine them with all expedition : and if it werevpona diffe- 
rence betweene a Stapler and a Merchant ſtranger, there were two Merchant ſtrangers 
admitted and joyned with the Maior or Conſtables to determine the ſame, and that 
with a preſent execution without delay, eſpecially vpon a Statute Staple acknow- 
ledged before the Maior or Conſtable,as aforeſaid. | 

4 The fiſhing Trade was not preoccupied by forrain nations,as it hath been with- 
in theſe 100 yeres,as hath beene noted ; albeit ſuch Ships as were permitted to fiſh in 

the Kings Seas,and dominions,paied fix pence for euery tunne burthen, which is now 
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eighteen pence,and this trade might be eſtabliſhed with vs, notwithſtanding that the 
ſcueral ſocieties of the Merchants Aduenturers,Ruſfſia,and Eaſtland Merchants are of 
opinion that England cannot maintain the ſame and the Cloth trade together,as they 
haue certified. | | | 

The indraping of wooll or making of cloath being of late much increaſed be- 
yond the ſeas, and lefſe cloath made with vs, may giue the better meanes to eſtabliſh 
the Fiſhing trade as aforeſaid. RE 

6 Thepolicies of the Merchants of {cuerall countries is to be met withall,as the 
Staplers did in times paſt, looking to the ſales both of wools and all other ſtaple com- 
modities, and the prices of forreine commodities, to prevent the ouerballancing in 
price of the ſaid forrein wares with our native commodities. 

7 Topreuent the falſe making of cloath ler vs obſerue thatat theſe Staples mer- 
chants goods were alwaies diligently and carefully viewed andfab(ſcribed, by the cor- 
reQors and other officers of the Staple, to the end that all goods exported might bee 
anſwerable in goodnefle to their expeRation vpon the view required, whereby rhe ſta- 
ple trade continued without any interruption, for they were the fole Merchants of the 
Realme without competitors,vntill the time of King Henry the fourth, at which time 
certaine Mariners and Mercers in London,vfing to barter Engliſh clothes in Holland 
Zeland, Brabanr,and other places, had by the ſaid King Heyry the fourth, a gouernour 
ſer ouer them only tobe a Iudge to heare and decide their controuerfies,and to puniſh 
their miſdemeanors,wirh licence that they might congregat themfelues for thar pur- 
poſe,as by the Graunt appeareth. This Licence they 1n ſhort time peruerted, to the 
great diſturbance of the antierit courſe of the ſtaple, whereby the trade of the Realme 
greatly declined,and the Kings Cuftomes greatly decreaſed, fo that from 1 60 thou- 
ſand pounds yearely paid outof the Staple, the Cuſtoms came ſhortof 120 thouſand 


pounds. Theſe new Merchants terming themſelues T he Fraternitieof Saint Thomas of The Fraternic 
Becktt,were by A of Parliament,and by direQion vaderthe Great Seale of England ** of S, Tho 


in the time of King Hepry the ſixth , prohibited from doing any a@ thatmight-preju- 
dice the Staple,and ſo it continued vntill the 22 yeare of King Hevry the ſeuenth, and 
then there was another great complaint in Parlement againſt the ſaid Fraternitie, for 
decaying of Trade,and a very ſtrict Law made againſt them, with eſpecial order, That 
they ſhould admit any of the Kings Liege people into their ſoctetie, paying to them 
ten marks,which vnder pretence of ſome priuiledges hath bin interrupted,and eſpeci- 
ally by bis Majeſties proclamation in the fifteenth yere of his Highneſſe bappy reign, 
by reaſon of the controuerfie for the drefſing and dying of cloath : neverthelcfle in all 
their Grants exception is made, That the Staplers ſhould not be prejudiced, which in 
the wiſedome of a Parlement will be found moſt neceflary tobe vnited againtomake 
a free trade vnder gouernment, 

8 Theexportation of the materials for cloath,as Wools, Fullers earth, VVoolfels 
and Wood-aſhes,is prohibited lately by his Majeſties proclamation, with good Or- 
ders for the execution thereof, according as heretofore was done by the CorreQors of 
rhe Staple forother commodities, 1 

9 Touching the wars of Chriſtendome, letvs obſerue that King Eaw.z, had alſo 
greatwars in his times with France and in Ircland, and neuerthelefle he did receiuea 
very great aſſiſtance by Subſidies of 50 vpon ceuery ſacke of VWooll exported forand 
during the time of ſix yeares,which amounted 15 00000 ®,when one ounce of ſifuer 
was valued but at 20 pence,which would now amout to 4 millions and a halfe. 

Io Andlaftly,the immoderat vie of forreine commodities was by the Mator'and 
Conſtables of the Staple had in conſideration , for they had alwaies an eſpeciall. care 
tothe inriching of the kingdom,becauſe the prouident care of the King did pat them 
in mindethereof : inſomuch that when the ſaid King became forgetful thereinhy rea- 
ſon of the wars, and that the kingdome wanted Chaffer, wares, and neceſſarie prouiſi- 
ons;the Parlement did abſolutely deny to giue him any ſubſidie,as appeareth by Graf- 
#02s Chronicle inthe 5 1 yeareof his reigne. So that by the premiſſes things baue bin 

in ſome meaſure conſidered of, when leaſt diſorder in trade appeared. 6114 
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SENSE SASAS EROS DAS 


eA Concluſion to the juditions Reader. 


J He triviall vice of Enuy 1s faid to be the mother of wickedneſſe, and 
accounted to {1t 1n an imagtnarie theatre : Her palace is a dimme and 
hollow vaulc,wherein ſhe waxeth pale and wanne,as hauing the Con- 
| {umprion of the liver, looking aſquint as borne vnder Sat#rze, neuer 
if «5 > WY} icſting.as though ſhe werean arme of 7x05 wheele; ingendered and 
BEiSRAE hatched by the vgly Megara of Hell, that feeds and crams her gorge 
with Dragons, and tomes out againe deadly poiſon, This vice hath ſenr forth triple. 
headed Cerberws,vnder the ſhadow of Zoilus, Momus,and Maftix, to performe her inten- 
ded tragedie: but Zoilus (remembring that his railing Commentaries preſented by 
him'to Prolozze King of Egypt, and his preſumption tobe better learned than Homer, 
did worke his overthrow) goeth by with filence,and ſhaking his head ſeemeth to be 
diſcontented, and vnder hand he doth inftigate 240m and Maſtix to follow their en- 
vious humors : whereupon Momus (with his carping etes dimmed with paſſion) ha- 
uing curſorily read ouer this booke, taketh vpon him tobe a great Politician or -Sta- 
tiſt, and findeth faulr that many _ therein contained (which hee termerh myſte- 
nowne,eſpecially ſuch as may concerne Princes 

in their revenues,or ſecrersof their Mintsi Yoro him thereforeI frame this anſwer, 
confeſſing and auoiding, That true 1t is, that the antient Monarchies, Empires, & com- 
monweales held rhe knowledge of their Revenues in ſuch reverence and ſecret, rhat 
none bur the officers which had rhe managing thereof, were made priuy of them, as 
being ſacred things, not fitting that the people ſhould take notice thereof, which was 
truly obſerued in the Roman Empire, and Commonweales of the Grecians. Burt as 
times produce varietic,and the maners of men do change. breeding corruption of laws 
and cuſtomes ; ſowas it found,that by this ſecrecy officers were both emboldened and 
inabled rodeceiue their Princes thereby,and the peop'e would pretend ignorance to 
glue vntothem their dues : whereuponthe Senators of Rome Ly mature deliberation 
id ordain, That from that time forward the reuenues of their treaſuric and the depen- 
dances thereupon ſhould be-publiſhed and made known,nor only vnto the people, bur 
vato ſtrangers alſo; which the Emperor I#ſtinian cauſed to be obſerned,and other Em- 
perors ſucceeding him,as appeareth by the Code and other bookes, which the French 
Kings haue imitated ever ſince, willing and commanding thatrhefe things ſhould be 


+ knowne of euery one, yea cuen of the meere ſtrangers of other countries. So that this 


obje&ion isof ſmall moment, eſpecially this booke being moderate in the handling 
thereof. | n 
Now Maſtix riding a falſe gallop on a hackney horſe (being full fraighted of Con- 
ceits) commeth to towne and maketh two exceptions to the method and contents of 
the booke: firſt,he will pot allow rhe termes of art,by diuiding of the ſame according 
cothe three eflentiall parts of traffique : next he will not haue Merchants ſecrets layd 
open,or their trades divulged. | 
Tothe firſt,concerning the being,efſence,or exiſtence of things, he wil make nodit- 
ference between naturall things and things artificiall,and ſo there is but two eſſential 
parts of Materia & Formaalbeitthat ſome Philoſophers haue eſtabliſhed three begin- 
nings of naturall things, Matter, Forme, and Depriuation ; The Matter hath no other 
officeor fun&ion,but the changing from one Forme into another, Deprivation giuing 
an inclination thereunto ; for Deprivation is an imperteQion ſo conjoined _ che 
| atter, 
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| Matter, that without her,if ſhe were ſeparated, nothing would be ingendred;and ther. 
fore in heauen there is no depriuation, and conſequently no generation nor corruption: 
The Forme therefore giueth perte&ion,to the rhing, and being alſo, and withour her 
the Matter is more imperfect than theeye is without the fatultie of ſeeingorthe ears 
without hearing. Fut inartificials the beeing hath ber parts as Traſfique bath three, 
namely Commoiities, Money and Exchange : ſo other things may conſiſt of more 
beings or ſimples,wherein the rermes of Art are not excluded, neither can they auoid 
AMaſtix his enuy. 

Tothe ſecond, the whole contents of this booke manifeſteth to all juditious Mer- 
chants, how necefſarie che knowledge 1s of the matter therein contained,to maintaine 
equitic and juſtice by the Law of Nations, and that there is no particular ſecret of any 
Merchants trade reucaled, to the prejudice of any man or nation : infomuch that they 
are much pleaſed with ir , as beeing deſirous to aduance the good, and to baniſh the 
euill, obſeruing that Vertue maketha ſtranger grow natural in a ſtrange country,and 
the vicious becommeth a mcere ſtranger in hisowne natiue ſoile. Let Vertue there. 
fore enioy her freedome,and poſſefle her priuiledges by the right of Law, and all the 
people ſhall flouriſh with equitie ; Iuſtice ſhall maintaine peace, Peace ſhall procure 
ſecuritie, Securitie ſhall nouriſh wealth,and Wealth Felicitie. No man is to be di(- 
maicd at his ſmall talent, or to grudge at anothers greater proſperitie : for without 
doubt, Nature hath by her ſecret motion denied none ſome perfect qualitie to ſupply 
chat want which in bimſelfe breeds diſcontent or miſlike : for euen as the fiſh(hauing 
no eares) hath a moſt cleare ſight ; ſo though.want of dignitie be a diſgrace to ſome, 
though want of coine diſcontent diuers, and thongh lacke of wealth impaire the cre- 
dit of many ; yet Nature hath ſupplied that outward ornament with ſuch an internall 
reward, as a loyall and louing heart (nowithſtanding many hard meaſures) will with 
conſtancie ſpend all his time for the good of the Commonwealth, beeing thereunto 
imployed. 

This Worke thus at length happily concluded, and commended to the kind accep- 
rationof all gentle and well diſpoſed mindes, 1s not compiled to pleaſe the vaine ap- 
petite of ſome men,according to their nice opinion, bur is referred to the judicial and 

affable judgements of this Age, to whom [ ſhall, during the remainderofmy 

dayes, alwaiesbe ready to ſupply any thing which in the next imprefſion 
may be deſired ; notdoubting but they will meaſure itby the 
* ijuſtdeſert, and cenſure thereof as their own kind 
Natures haue cuer beene accu- 
ſtomed. 


Sol; Deo Gloria. 
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